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Chairman’s Message 
What a fantastic Olympics! They all did very well! Both the opening and 

closing ceremonies, and then for the best result for a very long time. Now 

I have never been particularly interested in sport but even I watched some, 

so that has to be good! I must say that the modern age of digital TV has 

obviously helped the coverage of all of the sports, including some of the 

not so well known ones. Ken (my husband) and I used to do Archery some 

years ago and when the Olympics was on we could rarely see any 

coverage of it, but this time I watched a lot. 

In August three of us attended a study day. This was for Group Leaders, 

took place at High Wycombe and was free, funded by South East Region 

of the U3A.  When I say it was for Group Leaders, it was for anyone 

remotely interested in even becoming a Leader, or for Co-Coordinators or 

Conveners or whatever title the particular U3A used. Whatever the title, 

the tasks are similar. It was an excellent day, with a good lunch included 

and took place in a very super school in High Wycombe, beautiful 

building. At these events you meet all sorts of other U3A Members, and it 

all proves so interesting, I do urge anyone when seeing the posters that 

appear on the notice board or in the Newsletter from time to time to 

consider going. Not all topics would be for everybody but we have been to 

several now and they have all been good. 

Our next main event in our U3A is the Freshers’ Fair on Tuesday 9th 

October. It takes place in the Corn Exchange during the morning. I do hope 

ALL Group Leaders will endeavour to have a display of their group at the 

Fair, and if they cannot manage it perhaps they could delegate a member of 

their group to do it for them. This is NOT just to attract new members, but 

for everybody to visit and look at the groups we have on offer (around 50, 

now) and perhaps join some new ones. Perhaps if you have not long been a 

member you are feeling a little bit lost as to what is on offer, or perhaps you 

have been with us some time and wish to try something new. This will be 

your chance to talk to Group Leaders. DO COME! 

Sylvia Bowley 

 

Our thanks to Pat Phillips for doing the arrangement and Christina 
Field for helping with the rest of the U3A display at Faringdon 
Community Festival of Flowers over the August Bank Holiday 
weekend in All Saints’ Church.  
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Meetings Calendar 

Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each 

month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a wel-

come from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting 

speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group 

Leaders and socialise.  
 

Thursday 13th September 2012  

"Secrets of the Smuggler": Dr John Travis, academic, author and one of 

our own members will tell us about smuggling on the English coast be-

tween 1680 and 1850, the subject of one of his published works.  

September/October Newsletter available to collect 

 

Tuesday 9th October 2012  

Freshers Fair—Stands and displays by U3A Interest Groups, for poten-

tial new and also existing members to find other groups they may be inter-

ested in. Free entry and hot drinks. 

 

Thursday 11th October 2012  

“Britain and the Olympic Games” - Local authors Martin and Matt Ro-

gan will talk about Britain’s pivotal role in the history of the Olympic 

games and will have their book (which has had good reviews on Amazon) 

on the subject for sale at the meeting. 

 

Thursday 8th November 2012  

“The United Nations: Could and must do better”. Lt Cdr Alex Manning 

talks about the United Nations from his perspective as a retired naval offi-

cer and military historian. His current focus of interest is in the Falklands 

War in which he participated. 

November/December Newsletter available to collect 

 

Thursday 13th December 2012  

“Dibley, Donkey and Two Pints of Lager” - Some insights into the back-

ground of the much-loved television comedy from Paul Mayhew-Archer, 

scriptwriter and author who lives locally. 
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Deadline for November/December 2012 Newsletter 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor: 

Keith Thrower, 13 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY 

Tel: 01367 240 848; Email: keith.thrower@tiscali.co.uk  

by Wednesday 24th October  

The November/December Newsletter will be available Thursday 8th November 

Registered Charity No. 1116311 

Faringdon & District U3A Committee 2012-13 

  

Sylvia BOWLEY  Chairman 

Robin BYERS  Newsletter Distributor 

John CAMPBELL  
Groups Co-ordinator/
Technician 

Dorothy GARRETT  Speakers Sub Committee 

Sally HIGGINS  Secretary 

Doreen ILOTT  Membership Secretary 

Mike IREMONGER  
Vice Chairman/Events 
Organiser 

Peter SMITH  Technician 

Françoise STACEY  Venue Booking Organiser 

Kath WALLIS  TVN Representative 

Nigel WILKINSON  Treasurer 

Carolyn WILLIAMS  Speakers Organiser 

U3A DIARY 2013 
The 2013 U3A pocket diary with a notes page, page marker and perforated 
page corners etc. is now available. If you would like to buy one (at £2 each) 

they will be on sale at the 13th September meeting. Alternatively contact 
Peter Smith by e-mail (for preference) to reserve one for collection at the 

11th October meeting. For both dates, pay on collection. 
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Members’ News 
 

We are pleased to welcome the following members who have joined U3A 
since the May Newsletter: Jean Anderson (Faringdon); Pat Evins (Fairford); 

Annette & David Milnes (Stanford ); Doreen Lister (Faringdon); Ann Pre-
ston (Highworth); and Carol Slater (Faringdon).  

 

 
Jim Duffy: We are sorry to announce the death of Jim Duffy. He had 

been ill for some time and was becoming increasingly disabled. Jim and 
Ann were very early members of the U3A, and Jim was a Committee 

member. He worked with Steve Braithwaite to research sound systems 
and then helped purchase it and set it up at meetings. I remember talking 

to Jim when Ken and I were thinking of taking a cruise and he gave us 

very helpful information about one that Ann and he had enjoyed. This led 
to us taking quite a few cruises and seeing many wonderful places in the 

world. Jim was always very cheerful and friendly and would help where 
he could. He was active in other areas in Faringdon and known by many 

people.  

Gwen Robinson: It is with sadness we announce the death of Gwen 
Robinson. She had been ill for a while, but in the end she died peacefully 
in Sobell House, Oxford. She had been a member of the U3A for some 

years, and I first got to know her through her Quiz nights at the Bowls 

Club that were held twice a year. She ran an excellent quiz and a good 
evening. Then she mentioned about the possibility of having a U3A quiz 

group, and I don’t think she realized that it would be so popular. It 
started off in the Bowls Club, and then moved to the Old Town Hall, 

where I now run it. One of her wishes was to appear on Eggheads (she 
had already been on Countdown) so we applied to do that. While she was 
ill we attended the auditions for this, and were keeping her place open for 

her. We did not get accepted on that occasion but it is always possible 
that we will get called at a later date. So she didn’t make it but we tried. 

She was also a formidable Scrabble player, and a great stickler for the 
rules!  

Sylvia Bowley (Chairman) 
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Roger Powell OBE, author, histo-

rian, specialist of heraldry and 

European nobility, enthralled us 

with his talk on Royal Mistresses, 

a subject he has understandably 

enjoyed researching and about 

which he has written a book. The 

criterion for his choice of women 

to be mentioned was that they were 

well-established and had capti-

vated their king for 15-20 years. 

Why want to be a royal mis-

tress? The answer is threefold : 

wealth, power, status. Some were 

very beautiful and nothing else, 

some had great wit and intelli-

gence, some had all these attrib-

utes, but their main quality was to 

be entertaining. The need for a 

mistress was often the direct result 

of a loveless arranged marriage. It 

was proscribed by the Church, par-

ticularly when the mistress was 

already married to someone else. 

Charles II lamented that a certain 

bishop "refused Nelly a lodging" 

and Mme. de Montespan, mistress 

of Louis XIV, hid when about to 

give birth and then reappeared say-

ing she felt better - 9 times! How-

ever Middle Eastern potentates 

saw the king's mistress as his sec-

ond wife and would visit her with 

presents, knowing the power she 

wielded over the king. 

Aristocrats considered their wives 

as money-making tools and encour-

aged them to make themselves 

available to their monarch. Whilst 

Louis XIV's main mistress was 

Mme. de Montespan, he also had an 

18 month secret affair with the Prin-

cesse de Soubise who restored her 

family's fortunes for the rest of time, 

bore him a son who eventually be-

came archbishop, and had 13 other 

children with her husband! Many 

royal mistresses were related e.g. in 

the Villiers and Howard families, 

mother and daughter, nieces and 

cousins, all embracing that status. 

Louis XV, locked out of his wife's 

bedchamber after the tenth child, 

chose a family of 5 sisters, 4 of 

whom became his mistress, one af-

ter the other! They were descended 

from Hortense Mancini, herself the 

mistress of Charles II. 

Edward VIII had many mis-

tresses before Wallis Simpson. 

Freda Dudley Ward (see photo op-

posite) was his companion for 18 

years, before he cruelly dismissed 

her by telling the switchboard op-

Meeting—Thursday 12th July 

“Royal Mistresses” 

Roger Powell OBE 

ACTIVITIES REPORTS 
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erator to inform her that he would 

no longer take her calls. He really 

loved Mrs. Simpson and described 

her as an "open sesame to a new 

and glittering world.....utterly 

without fault" who gave him the 

love and kindness he never re-

ceived from his parents. 

Edward VII's mistress, Alice 

Keppel, was, as we know, 

the great grandmother of 

another royal mistress, 

Camilla Parker Bowles. 

Alice was the very beauti-

ful daughter of a Scottish 

baronet and was married 

to George Keppel. A pre-

vious mistress of Edward 

VII was Daisy, Countess 

of Warwick, who, having been 

slated for her frivolous, extrava-

gant lifestyle, eventually took up 

good works, despite having had 5 

children by 5 different men, none 

of whom was her husband nor the 

king! 

In no chronological order, 

Roger then came to the Duchess of 

Cleveland, mistress of Charles II 

with whom she had 5 children, 

describing her changing from be-

ing sweet natured to being shrew-

ish, and having numerous other 

lovers including the Duke of Marl-

borough, whom she paid £5000.  

Louise, Duchess of Portsmouth, 

was Charles' French mistress. She 

was the maid-of-honour to his sis-

ter, Duchesse d'Orleans, and re-

mained his mistress for 15 years, 

studying his moods and knowing 

when to give advice and when to be 

entertaining. Louis XIV rewarded 

her for her "services to France" and 

gave her a title and a cha-

teau. Her great grand-

daughter, Sarah Lennox, 

was courted by George III. 

Louis himself had several 

mistresses as well as the 

afore-mentioned Mme. de 

Montespan and the Prin-

cesse de Soubise. Mme. de 

Maintenon, governess to 

his son, the Duc de Maine, eventu-

ally became his morganatic wife, 

having brought religion into his 

life. Louise de la Valliere gave him 

two children and was a beautiful, 

loving woman. 

How many descendants do all 

these royal mistresses have? Well, 

there are 20,000 living descendants 

of Charles II and Nell Gwyn, and 

David Cameron can trace his an-

cestry back to William IV and a 

comic actress! 
 

This report by Caroline Williams also 

appeared in the August issue of The 

Folly. 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Notes for New Members 

• If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-
ordinator John Campbell.  

• Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - for a full 
list of groups see the list on the Programme Card or contact the 
Groups Co-ordinator. 

• Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with 
the Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and 
that it has room for new members.  

• U3A members, including those who have joined very recently, 
are always encouraged to start new interest groups, but before 
taking an idea too far please contact the Groups Co-ordinator for 
a copy of “Guidelines for Interest Groups” and to check the 
proposed meeting day(s) and time(s). 

• For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for 
Gloucester Street Car Park, entered past the Library in 
Gloucester Street. 

ASTRONOMY 

After a break in August to watch the Olympics, we are meeting again as 

usual on the first Thursday evening of each month. 

Team GB got medals in the equestrian events and with a return to darker 

evenings, the Astronomy Group will be able to view the winged horse of 

Pegasus performing in the night sky.   

For more information, contact John Campbell 
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BRIDGE 

All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church 

Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park) from 

10.00am to 12 noon on the dates given below: 

Intermediate 
Monday 10th September and Wednesday 12th September (same lesson) 

Monday 8th October and Wednesday 10th October (same lesson) 

Monday 22nd October 

Experienced 
Wednesday 19th September 

Wednesday 24th October 

For further details please phone Steve Braithwaite.  

Beginners  

I hope to start a new Beginners’ Group in October, after the Freshers’ Fair. 

No previous knowledge will be assumed and the introductory sessions will 

be very gentle. If you are interested in learning how to play this fascinat-

ing game, or would like more information, please get in touch. 

For more details, please contact Carolyn Clarkson. 

CANASTA 

Takes place at 2.00-4.00pm at 53 Town End Road, Faringdon on the 2nd 

and 4th Tuesdays. No meeting on 25th September (due to holiday), then 9th 

and 23rd October, and 13th November. Please telephone or email to book 

a space. 

Call Sylvia Bowley. 

BLUES & ROOTS 
The group meets at 3.00pm on the fourth Tuesday each month at The Bell 

Hotel, Market Place, Faringdon. Next meetings: Tuesday 25th September 

and Tuesday 23rd October. 

Each meeting will include a podcast of early blues recordings on a given 

theme. We will also listen to (or watch) recordings covering a spectrum of 

music that has its roots in the blues. New members welcome. 

For further information contact Sheila Donovan. 
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CLASSIC JAZZ 

On Monday 10th September we started our autumn programme when 

Barry Stacey talked about 'The Role of the Guitar in Jazz'. Our next meet-

ing will be on Monday 8th October at 10.30am in the Library , Gloucester 

Street, when Peter Munn will be giving us the second part of his musical 

reflections on Chris Barber. Then on Monday 12th November Jan Gorton 

will talk about (and let us hear) Acker Bilk. And in December we'll be 

holding our Christmas party - venue and date to be announced. 

We normally meet in Faringdon Library on the second Monday in the 

month at 10.30am, finishing at 12 noon with a break for coffee/tea in the 

middle. If you are interested in Jazz just turn up or give one of us a ring to 

find out more about our meetings. 

Peter Munn or Patrick Wheare. 

COMPUTING 

Computing sessions will begin again in the autumn when I hope to start 

another Beginners’ group. I hope to recruit some new people at the 

Freshers’ Fair but there may well be existing members who have been 

persuaded to buy, or accept as a gift,  a computer, and want to know how 

to get started. The course is in three parts, each of about three sessions, 

and they cover a Basic Introduction – using the mouse or touchpad and the 

keyboard, saving your work and finding it again, Using the Internet and 

Sending and Receiving Emails. If you are interested or want to know more 

please get in touch. 

 It might also be possible to run some more one session workshops for the 

slightly more experienced if there is sufficient interest – topics negotiable 

but have in the past included Address Labels, Spreadsheets, Desktop 

Publishing and Files, Folders and Backups. Please feel free to make 

suggestions! 

Ian Clarkson. 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 

Please note the change of time—we now meet 2.00-4.00pm on the fourth 

Friday of each month at 12 Folly View Road. All welcome. 

For further information please contact Janet Deane. 
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FAMILY HISTORY 

I hope to start a new Beginners’ group in the autumn, after the Freshers’ 

Fair. The 6 session course is an introduction to tracing your Family Tree, 

with the emphasis on how to do the research on your computer. We deal 

with Births, Marriages and Deaths, Census Data, Other Sources of useful 

information as well as methods of storing and displaying the fruits of your 

research. If you are interested in joining us, or would like more informa-

tion, please get in touch – no previous experience is required. 

In the meantime, “graduates” of previous Beginners’ groups are very wel-

come to come along to meetings of the Experienced group, aimed at those 

who have already made significant progress with their research. This 

group will meet next on Friday 28th September. New members are very 

welcome to join us. Please contact me if you want more information. 

Family History meetings are held on Fridays at 11.00 am. 

Ian Clarkson  

. 

FOLK DANCING  

We meet on the first Thursday of each month in the Catholic Church 

Hall (entrance by Budgen’s Car Park) starting at 2.15pm. Our next meet-

ing will be Thursday 6th September, Thursday 4th October and Thurs-

day 1st November 

No previous experience necessary. Flat shoes with smoothish soles advis-

able. We still need more MEN!  

Please contact Val Hudspeth for more information. 

EMBROIDERY 

There is now a small but enthusiastic embroidery group meeting at Maria 

Pugh's home on the first Tuesday of each month at 2.00 p.m. until 4.00 

p.m.  

For further details contact Suellen Pedley. 
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GARDENERS 

Saturday 29th September—Malvern Autumn Show 

There are still a number of spare tickets for this day out, leaving Faringdon 

Market Square at 8.30am with stops at Travis Perkins at 8.35am and 

Shrivenham (the grass triangle) at 8.45am. The cost is £26 50 and includes 

the coach fare, admission to the show ground, and the driver’s gratuity. 

If interested please contact Kaye-Frances Byers by Saturday 22nd Sep-

tember.  

 

Thursday 18th October 
Visit to Batsford Arboretum and Garden Centre to see the Autumn Col-

ours and where a new visitors centre is now open.   Entrance £6.00 

(concessions). Meet at 11.00am in the GSCP for car sharing to Batsford. 

Lunch available on site if required. 

For more information contact Christina Field. 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS 

Our next film will be Michael Haneke's brooding thriller “Cache” (Hidden) 

starring Juliette Binoche and Daniel Auteuil (2005). The film is in French 

with English sub-titles and will be shown on Friday, 12th October at 

2.00pm for 2.15pm.   

For more information contact Robin Stewart. 

GOLF CROQUET 

Will be held on the following dates (weather permitting) 

Friday 14th September 

Friday 12th October  

from 2.00pm onwards. No previous experience required. 

Steve & Jenny Braithwaite. 
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LOCAL HISTORY 

We have a specially arranged group tour of Pendon Museum (Long Wit-

tenham) on Wednesday 3rd October at 2.00pm. We need a minimum of 10 

people for this visit. If other U3A members are interested please contact 

me. All welcome.  

We will meet at GSCP for car sharing, leaving promptly at 1.10pm.  

On Wednesday 7th November we will visit the recently refurbished Ab-

ingdon Museum, meeting at GSCP for car sharing to leave by 1.20pm. 

All welcome.  

For more information contact Sue Thrower. 

HISTORY OF ART 

We will meet on Thursday 20th September in Faringdon Old Town Hall 

at 2.00pm when Mike Iremonger will be introducing “Renaissance Sculp-

ture”.  

At our meeting on Thursday 18th October at 2.00pm in Faringdon Old 

Town Hall we shall have a DVD entitled “Renaissance Faces: Van Eyck 

to Titian”. 

All welcome. For more details contact Mairead Boyce.  

LATIN & ANCIENT GREEK 

Interested in reviving your Latin – or Greek, perhaps? We meet every 

other week to study Latin and/or Greek. To find out more about this, or 

any other queries about the group, please contact Kath Thacker. 

MAH JONG 

Takes place at 2.00-4.00pm. Now every 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Thus the 

dates are 19th September, 3rd and 17th October, and 7th November. 

Mixed group, some who can play and some who are learning. Please 

telephone or email to book a space. 

Sylvia Bowley. 
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MUSIC APPRECIATION 

After a season of very interesting programmes, and an enjoyable celebra-

tory lunch (an event which we hope to repeat in the winter), we had a 

break in July and August. We will begin again in September at the usual 

time, 10.15 for 10.30am, on the 4th Monday of each month at Faringdon 

Library.  

The Autumn programme is as follows ; 

24th September:    Tchaikovsky and Vaughan Williams 

22nd October:  Music in a Life 

26th November:  Verdi 

December:   To be arranged 

Please ring Beryl Cooper for details. 

OPERA 

A new season for the Opera Group opens on Monday 3rd September with 

Rossini’s last Italian opera, ‘Il viaggio a Reims’. This was staged in 1825 as 

a part of Charles X’s coronation festivities, and is a bizarre creation - a 

sassy little farce capped with a coronation cantata in the best traditions of 

staged court entertainment. As in previous years, over the season we will 

continue the exploration of the full operatic repertoire with, in the coming 

months, Britten’s ‘Albert Herring’ to John Gay’s ‘The Beggar's Opera’ by 

way of Puccini, Doneizetti, Mozart, Offenbach, Handel, Verdi and Wagner. 

Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera. 

There will be a four showings each month. For details please contact An-

thony Burdall, Bobbie Stewart or Linda Leggett. 

PHILOSOPHICAL QUOTATIONS 

We meet on the first Monday of every month in Faringdon Library from 

10.30am to noon. For more details and information about meetings in October 

and November, contact Cheng Yee Lowe. Please let me know whether or not 

you will be coming. New members are very welcome. 
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POETRY 
We meet in Faringdon Library in Gloucester Street at 10.30am.  

Monday 17th  September  Favourite Things 

Monday 15th October   Memories 

Write or bring a poem about these topics. Or just come and listen. 

For more information contact Joanne Collins. 

PILATES 
Pilates is a gentle exercise class with emphasis on posture and core stabil-

ity. We meet at the Roman Catholic Church Hall, from 4.30–5.30pm on 

Tuesdays. The cost is £24 for a 4-week block of sessions or £8 per session. 

This covers the hire of the venue and qualified instructor. Laura is now on 

maternity leave and has arranged for Alethea Vane-Hier to take over the 

classes for the summer. Laura hopes to be back with us in the autumn.  

For further information and details of Alethea’s classes please call Lynn 

Pettit.  

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Are you interested in learning more about photography and producing bet-

ter images? 

The Photographic Group extends members photographic skills and under-

standing, particularly of digital camera facilities, and photo editing. The pro-

gramme includes photo expeditions, review of images, lectures, technical 

discussions etc.; this mix of meetings will continue through the coming year. 

The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month but our 

first meeting of the year will be at 2.30pm on Wednesday 19th Septem-

ber (one week later than the normal meeting date). We meet at the home 

of Anthony Burdall. At this meeting we will: (a) look at the photographs 

from the Devizes expedition; (b) look at any summer hols photos that 

members may wish to show; (c) discuss how post-processing has helped 

(or hindered) the images; and (d) plan a new programme for 2012 – 2013. 

Please let Anthony know if you wish to come along. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

Our October meeting will be an evening visit to JET at Culham on 

Wednesday 17th October. I have booked 30 places for a tour starting at 

6.15pm and finishing about 9.30pm. Group members have details about 

the visit; other U3A members are welcome to join us. Advance booking is 

essential to arrange car sharing and notify Culham.  

RAMBLING 
September 

As in my notice in the last Newsletter, there will be no walk in September 

as we return from the I.O.W. on the Wednesday.  

 

Thursday 25th October 
October’s walk will be led by Marcus Lapthorn & Kath Wallis. It will be a 

circular Cotswold walk of 5.75 miles from Quenington, passing through 

lovely countryside near to Bibury then along the banks of the River Coln 

on the return. Pub lunch will be taken at the Keepers Arms in Quenington 

at about 12.30pm. Please meet promptly at 9.30am in GSCP for car shar-

ing. 

For further details, contact Marcus Lapthorn/Kath Wallis. 

 
Contact Ken Bowley for further details about the Group. 

QUIZ 
14th September  12th October  2nd November (Note earlier date) 

In the Faringdon Old Town Hall at 10.00am on the above dates. It’s a 

great group, fun but makes you think!  

For details contact Sylvia Bowley.  

QUILTING 
We are a welcoming group which quilts mainly by hand, for beginners to 

experts, from small projects to large quilts. We learn together. We meet on 

the last Wednesday in the month at 2.00pm at Valerie’s. Do come and 

join us. 

For more information contact Valerie Burdall, Vanessa Sharkey or Jill 

Perry. 

Continued opposite 
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SCRABBLE 

We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00 – 4.00pm.  We 

are a friendly and light-hearted group and beginners are always welcome. 

We’ll teach you how to play! Please ring to let us know you are coming, 

as there are only two tables with room for 8 people. 

Monday 10th September Sylvia’s 

Monday 8th October  Lynn’s  

Monday 12th November Lynn’s  

For further information contact Lynn Pettit or Sylvia Bowley. 

Our meeting on Tuesday 6th November will be in Faringdon Old Town 

Hall at 2.30pm when we shall have a Member’s Talk by Martin Hall on 

"Aspects of Science and Technology in World History". All welcome. 

Keith Thrower.  

What’s the What’s the What’s the What’s the 
traditional music of traditional music of traditional music of traditional music of 

England?England?England?England?    
It’s been the start of a new life for 
many, and you don’t have to be 
able to read music. Give bellringing 
a go!. 

Controlling a ton or more of metal turning over above your head with 
skill, not strength, while producing the most glorious harmonies, is an 
addictive pleasure. Change ringing is mentally stimulating and 
challenging and welds the whole team when it comes together. 

Bellringers are famously friendly and welcoming and you’ll always feel 
at home in a belfry. Bellringing is a fabulous hobby for men and 
women of all ages and we hope to start a U3A band this year. 

If you’re up to the challenge, see us at the Freshers’ Fair. 

Jon Chamberlain 
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STROLLERS 
Friday 28th September (Note change of date) 

Meet at Faringdon Market Place, under the Town Hall, at 10.30am. An 

easy 3.5 mile walk via Step Farm. Lunch after the walk in Faringdon.  

For more information contact  Rona Bingham. 

 

Tuesday 23rd October 
Meet at Gloucester Street Car Park at 9.30am for car sharing to Bishop-

stone. A 4.5 mile downland walk taking in a section of the Ridgeway and 

the hamlet of Idstone. Some uphill stretches and a few stiles. Lunch after-

wards at The Royal Oak in Bishopstone. Please let Lynn know if you are 

coming so car sharing can be arranged. 

For more information contact Lynn Pettit. 

 

Please wear boots and bring waterproofs and water for both walks. 

SUNDAY LUNCH 
 

Sunday 16th September at The Old Crown, Faringdon - 12.15pm 

Carvery, Dessert, Tea/Coffee. Approx. £12. 

Note that the carvery is situated upstairs, but you can be seated downstairs 

by request. Please state your seating preference when booking. 

For further information or booking contact Sheila Donovan.  

 

Sunday 21st October Revisiting a venue from the past! The Horse and 

Jockey, Stanford-in-the-Vale. Two courses £12.95 or three courses 

£14.95. Excellent choice, not all roasts. Meet 12.15 for 12.30pm. 

For further information or booking contact Sylvia Bowley.  

THEATREGOERS 

There are still 4 seats available for the Russian State Ballet’s “Swan 

Lake” at Cheltenham on Wednesday 14th November. Price £37.50. 

If you are interested please contact Sue Manners as soon as possible. 
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WINE APPRECIATION 

We run two sessions a month, normally on the third and fourth Tuesdays 

of each month, at 2.00 pm. Different arrangements apply for October.  

Topics for the next three meetings are 

Tuesday 18th and 25th September: Home and Away – wines from their 

      home regions and from other  

      regions to which the grapes have 

      travelled successfully. 

Tuesday 9th and 16th October:  France’s New World. 

Tuesday 20th and 27th November: Blending Bordeaux-style –  

      variations on three grapes. 

Please contact Charles Garrett for further details, especially if you would 

be interested in joining the Group. Places for new members are currently 

available in the Group meeting on the fourth Tuesday (in October this 

group meets on 9th October). Because of the limit on the number of tasting 

samples obtainable from a bottle, places may not be available at short 

notice for particular sessions. 

THE LANGUAGE TASTER GROUP 
 

invites you to a  
  

COFFEE MORNING  
with a linguistic flavour 

 

to celebrate European Day of Languages 
 

THURSDAY 20th SEPTEMBER 
10.30am-12.30pm 

 
 

Taster sessions (15mins) in various European  
languages current and ancient, Mandarin and Malay 

 

Videos, quizzes and puzzles . 
Come to one or more of the tasters, or just drink our 

coffee and chat (in English if you like!) 
 

You don’t need to be a linguist - just come and enjoy! 
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U3A NATIONAL TRUST GROUP VISIT TO 

AVEBURYAVEBURYAVEBURYAVEBURY    
    

• Avebury Manor recently restored, in conjunction with the BBC 
(BBC series televised at the end of 2011) 

• Tranquil Manor Garden 

• Discover Avebury's past secrets in our unique Museum 

• Explore prehistoric monuments of the World Heritage Site 
    

TUESDAY 16TUESDAY 16TUESDAY 16TUESDAY 16thththth    OCTOBER 2012OCTOBER 2012OCTOBER 2012OCTOBER 2012    
 

Leave Faringdon 9.30am, arrive 10.45am. Back about 5.00pm 
 

COST:  COACH - £10 per person 
Please note that there is a 300 yard (approx) walk from the  

coach  drop-off to the Manor. The NT does not have a buggy  
 

................................................................................... 
 

 
NAME ...………………………...............………...... 
 

PHONE........……………........................................ 
 

email…….......…..........................,,,,,,,................... 
 
Number of places required ....................... 
 
Enclosed is ……………………. for the coach  (£10 pp) 
 
 

Member of the National Trust?   Y / N 
 

Please return form, cheque  
(payable to Faringdon U3A Trips Account) and a  

stamped addressed envelope if you don’t have email,  
 

to:- Jenny Braithwaite 
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Continued opposite 

AAAANNNN    IIIINVITATIONNVITATIONNVITATIONNVITATION    FROMFROMFROMFROM    YOURYOURYOURYOUR    CCCCHAIRMANHAIRMANHAIRMANHAIRMAN    

When Ian was chairman he had a Chairman’s walk each year; 
well this chairman is not for walking, but she is all for holidays. 
I invite you to join me next year  for a 5 day/4 night break ex-
ploring the Peak District of Derbyshire. It is a Barnes Coach 
Holiday, and so will follow their normal excellent package. 

Monday 16th September 
returning on Friday 20th September 

We stay in The Derbyshire Hotel in South Normanton, Derbyshire 
which is 4 star. All rooms are en-
suite, with Internet access, tea and 
coffee maker, iron, hairdryer, trou-
ser press and TV. There is also an 
Indoor Swimming Pool, and I have 
been led to believe the hotel is op-
posite an Outlet Shopping Centre 
for those who like shopping! 

I have tried to incorporate as 
many interests of different groups 
to attract everyone - Science and 
Technology, Photography, Garden-
ers, National Trust, Historians, 
Walkers, Quizzers, Bridge, Ca-
nasta, Scrabble, and perhaps Mah Jong. The hotel will provide us 
with a room for card playing etc. 

We visit all sorts of places—on the way to Derbyshire we visit Lich-
field, and then into the Dales calling at Ashbourne (known as the 
gateway to the Peak District). While at the Hotel we visit Bolsover 
Castle, Chesterfield (with its crooked spire and an excellent mar-
ket), Bakewell, Chatsworth House, Matlock, and the Crich 
Tramway Museum, a restored period village and home to work-
ing trams. We do hope to incorporate at least one good walk for 
the Ramblers on one day. On the way home we call into Birming-
ham where we visit the National Trust’s ‘Back to Back’, a court-
yard of working people’s houses from the not so distant past. 

South Normanton 
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BOOKING FORM FOR  

HOLIDAY TO DERBYSHIRE  

16th – 20th SEPTEMBER 2013 

 
I/We would like to book………...spaces on the holiday to Derbyshire 
 
I/We require a   DOUBLE / TWIN / SINGLE ROOM (£60 supplement) 
 
NAME…………………………………………………………………………….. 

ADDRESS………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

TEL. NO………………………………………………………………………… 

 
I DO / DO NOT REQUIRE TRAVEL INSURANCE (If you require insur-
ance, you will be sent details from Barnes). 
 
I enclose a cheque made  to “Faringdon and District U3A Main Account” 
for the deposit of £40 per person. 
 
Send to Mrs S Bowley. 
 

The price includes entrance to Crich, Bolsover and Chatsworth with 
guided tours at some of them. The cost of this holiday is £304 and 
includes all of the above plus bed, breakfast and evening meal, and 
the drivers’ tip. I have negotiated several single rooms, although 
this is at a supplement of £60 . This is based on 30 people from our 
U3A travelling and will reduce considerably if we manage to attract 
40 people. So if you WANT to go, then get your friends interested. 

A full description leaflet is available with all details, and the booking 
form is in this newsletter. The sooner we know who is interested 
the sooner I can finalise the price.  

PLEASE COME! 

Sylvia BowleySylvia BowleySylvia BowleySylvia Bowley    
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Local History Group 

at lunch en route to 
the NT Roman Villa 

at Chedworth 

Scrabble Group—

Second go, even 
better! 

Scrabble Group—

Excellent first go! 

Bridge Improvers—

having fun, while 
getting better! 


