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Members enjoying the “bit of a do” buffet lunch  

prior to the January Meeting 
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Meetings Calendar 

Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each 

month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a wel-

come from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting 

speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group 

Leaders and socialise.  
 

Thursday 14th March 2013  

Carl Boardman, History Services Manager at the Oxfordshire History 

Centre (Heritage and Arts) will tell us about “Foul Deeds and Suspicious 

deaths around Oxfordshire from the Middle Ages to the 19th Cen-
tury”. The talk is based on original documents from Oxfordshire Record 

Office, many of which are from obscure collections unseen for decades.  

March/April Newsletter available to collect 
 

Thursday 11th April 2013  

Annual General Meeting, with yearly reports from officers and election of 

the new committee, followed by tea with cup-cakes and a Chairman’s quiz.  

 

Thursday 9th May 2013  

John Campbell (our Groups Co-ordinator) takes us on a journey along 

“North India’s dangerous roads by motorcycle”. 

May/June Newsletter available to collect 
 

Thursday 13th June 2013  

Jake Sutton, an artist painter with a rolling exhibition in his Fairford Gal-

lery, will tell us "A Painter's Tale". Jake's work received early recogni-

tion when he won the Daily Express National Children's Painting Compe-

tition at the age of 7. Now it can be seen world-wide, including the Lon-

don Underground system, in the House of Commons Permanent Collec-

tion and on sets of stamps here and in the USA.  
 

Notice of Change of Dates 

Members who book advance dates in their (U3A) diaries please note that the 

September and October meetings will be on Thursday 26th September and 

Thursday 24th October—the change from the usual second Thursday of the 

month is due to a clash of bookings for the Corn Exchange.  
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Chairman’s Message 
I always start this by thinking – what am I going to talk about this time but 

miraculously something appears from somewhere! We will start off with good 

news (however I don’t actually think there is anything too bad – or is that 

tempting fate?). The holiday to Derbyshire has reached the target of 40 and 

therefore all my supporters will now gain by paying the lower price. Thanks 

to you all. And just to whet your appetite I am already planning 2014. Some 

will know as I have already ‘run’ it by you but otherwise it is much too early 

to push it. However if you are interested then speak to me . . . 

A reminder – some people have not yet renewed their subscription, and this 

really needs to be done if you intend to remain a member. If you do not, could 

you let the Membership Secretary know and then she will take you off the 

books and will not bother you. Somebody said the other day, why do we have 

membership cards when no-one asks to see them. What a good idea! So from 

now on we will be asking to see them, not all the time and not everyone, but 

please get used to carrying them with you when attending a U3A event, be it a 

general meeting or a group meeting. Or even as you come in to a meeting 

show it and then it will be just the same as when you use a card for so many 

other places, e.g. the library or a bus or the National Trust to name but a few. 

At the AGM this year we are having a change. Although our cream tea has 

been a good idea we are trying cup-cakes this time. I am also going to hold a 

quiz, and it will hopefully be based on our groups with some general 

knowledge tagged on. There may even be small prizes . . . 

Before the fun and food however we have the serious business. This year, 

three of our committee members will be stepping down. We need some more 

to join us. Have you ever thought about it? Without a good and varied group 

of people then the U3A would not happen, so we do need people. Maybe you 

are a new member and don’t want to be seen to be ‘pushy’, actually you 

would be the very person. We need energy and ideas. We are successful 

because we have a regular change of both committee and chairman. The 

newer members would be perfect because they come in with fresh ideas and 

more youth on their side. After all we are all getting older, and not necessarily 

wiser. Being on the committee only means a few meetings each year and 

being ‘on hand’ at any event as far as is possible. You would not be required 

to take on any more than you feel able to take on. To start with sit back and 

see how it all happens then start to suggest things. 

Please consider it, there will be a form in this newsletter or speak to any 

existing committee member. Come and be a vital part of the operation. 

Sylvia Bowley 
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Members’ News 

We are pleased to welcome the following members who have recently 
joined U3A: Jillian Armstrong (Wantage); Angela Bathe (Shrivenham); 

Margaret Breakspear (Faringdon); Robert Cox (Southmoor); Marjorie 
Gooding (Stanford-in-the-Vale); Carol Imray (Shrivenham); Pam Jones 

(Witney); Brian Kennard (Faringdon); Peter Moss (Longcot); and Mark 

Welsh (Faringdon). 

We heard with regret of the recent deaths of Dorothy Arnold, Sheila Eb-
bage and Brian Page. Dorothy and Sheila were both keen Bridge players 

and Brian was a regular member of the Science & Technology Group. Our 

condolences go to their families and friends. 

Doreen Ilott (Membership Secretary) 

Have You Renewed Your Membership? 

If not and you want to remain a member, contact Doreen Ilott (01367 
241 885) and pay your subscription as soon as possible. 

If you have decided not to rejoin, please let Doreen know. 

Committee News 

The following were among topics discussed at the most recent 

Committee Meeting:  

• There are three members of the committee who are standing 

down at the AGM so three volunteers are needed to fill these 

places. 

• The next 18 months of speakers have been organised by 

Carolyn and her team. 

• Keith has decided to step down as Editor of the Newsletter in 

April 2014 so a new editor will be required. 

• The Third Age Trust Annual Conference and AGM is being held 

in Nottingham on the 13th – 16th September 2013. 

• It has been decided that the Newsletter will be delivered 

directly from the printer as from January 2014. 
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FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A 
Charity Number 1116311 

 

This is Formal Notice of the 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2013 
to be held at the 

FARINGDON CORN EXCHANGE 
at 

2.30pm on THURSDAY 11th APRIL 2013 
 

AGENDA 
 

Apologies for Absence 

Minutes of AGM 2012 

Matters Arising 

Chairman’s Report 

Financial Report for year-ending 31 December 2012 

Election of Committee members 

Appointment of Examiner of Accounts 

Any Other Business  

 

After the formal business of the afternoon there will be tea 

and cakes. During the tea you will be invited to try our 

quiz, very loosely based on the wide range of our U3A 

activities. You may even win a prize! 

Nominations are invited for the new committee. Forms are 

available from the secretary, Sally Higgins. Completed 

forms should be with the secretary at least 14 days before 

the AGM. 
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We celebrated New Year at our 

monthly meeting with an excellent 

buffet lunch organised by our 

Chairman, followed by a musical 

treat. Thanks to Nick 

Gill and Julia Hollander 

who sang so many fa-

miliar songs (both as 

solos and duets) we in-

dulged ourselves with a 

foot-tapping feast in 

addition to the great 

food we had eaten. 

Nick and his piano are 

familiar to anyone who 

goes to his monthly jazz 

sessions at the Portwell 

Angel but for those of us who had 

not previously met him, it was ex-

citing to see him in his striped 

jacket, bow tie and two-tone 

1930’s style shoes - the very image 

of a jazz pianist of that era. 

Nick outlined the highs and lows 

of the Cole Porter story, starting 

with his childhood years, spent as 

the cosseted grandchild of one of 

the richest men in Indiana. The 

young Cole was precociously 

bright and soon showed musical 

promise. In 1905, aged 14, he was 

sent off to a prestigious college in 

Massachusetts. Here his musical 

talent and ability to entertain made 

it easy for him to find friends and 

admirers. From 1909 he was at 

Yale but leading the life 

of a socialite rather than 

immersing himself in 

academic pursuits.  

Nick played and sang 

one or two of the early 

songs which were writ-

ten for groups to which 

Cole belonged. He de-

scribed Cole’s esca-

pades from around 1913 

onwards, when having 

enrolled at Harvard Law 

School, he spent much time in up-

town New York, where he could 

enjoy the Haarlem jazz scene. 

The 1920s found Cole in Paris, 

living in luxury and mixing so-

cially with Europe’s rich and fa-

mous, as well as with poets, musi-

cians and performers drawn by the 

promise of artistic and social free-

dom. He was writing songs but 

mainly travelling in Europe, in-

cluding time spent in Venice where 

he rented at one point the fabulous 

Palazzo Rezzonico, throwing lav-

ish and dissolute parties. 

Meeting—Thursday 10th January 

“Cole Porter at the Corn Exchange” 

Nick Gill 

ACTIVITIES REPORTS 
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It wasn’t until his return to the 

USA in the 1930s that he achieved 

real fame as a composer and song-

writer. Some of his best successes 

came as part of musicals or films 

which contained non-Cole Porter 

songs, too. Extra exposure came 

from the increasing distribution of 

sheet music and through re-

cordings made by big-name per-

formers like Ella Fitzgerald. He 

regularly wrote songs with spe-

cific singers and performers in 

mind, such as Gertie Lawrence 

and Ethel Merman.  Nick and Julia 

reminded us of some of the songs 

we all know but do not always 

remember as being the work of 

Cole Porter . . . “Every Time We 

Say Goodbye”, “Night and Day”, 

“Let’s Do It”, “I Get a Kick out of 

You”, “Anything Goes”  and so 

many more.  

It was sad to learn of the painful 

and distressing way in which he 

spent the latter part of his life after 

a serious riding accident had all but 

crippled him. Reliant on morphine 

and immersing himself in music as 

a way of escaping from his pain, 

his last hits were in “High Society”. 

He was, according to Nick, possi-

bly the most sophisticated of the 

American songwriters. We are very 

grateful to Nick and to Julia for 

helping us to remember so much of 

this music. 
 

This report by Dorothy Garrett also ap-

peared in the February issue of The Folly.  

Meeting—Thursday 14th February 

“Odd Men and Necessary Women:  
A life governed by bells for 300 years at Blenheim Palace” 

Antonia Keaney  

"On 13th August 1704, John Chur-

chill, the 1st Duke of Marlborough, 

defeated the French at Blenheim. 

As a reward, Queen Anne gave him 

the manor of Woodstock, £240,000 

to build a palace, and 2,000 acres of 

land. He died in 1732, before the 

palace, designed by Vanburgh, was 

finished.  It was to have 200 rooms, 

including the servants' quarters, 

which can be distinguished by the 

small size of their windows. 

Antonia Keaney, Blenheim Palace 

Education officer, took us through 

300 years at the Palace, from the 

point of view of the servants. In the 

Duke of Marlborough's apartments 

there is a bell board with 45 bells, 

there are many back stairs for the 

servants to use, and 4 or 5 of them 

were housed in each of their rooms. 

By 1939, there were 32 indoor ser-

vants, though only 11 remained at 

the end of the war. Nowadays, with 
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only one bell in use, there are 15 

indoor servants, and 120 people 

working for the Trust. 

The 1st Duchess, Sarah, though 

not particularly well-liked, paid her 

servants quite well and she liked to 

see them very well 

dressed. In October 

1709, she paid her 

"necessary women" 

5/6d; in 1712 a Mrs 

Gray was paid 

10/6d to dress a 

leopard skin, a Mrs 

Jones received 10 guineas to dress 

the Duke's blisters, and another 

woman was employed to brush his 

teeth! When the Duke died in 1722, 

Sarah paid for 24 trumpeters, and, 

when she died in 1744, she left a 

very large amount of money, clothes 

and jewellery to her loyal maid, 

Grace Ridley. After her death, the 

Palace stood empty for years. 

At the time of the 4th Duke (1758-

1817) there were 120 servants, and 

all footmen had to be 6 ft tall. His 

wife, Caroline, paid her hairdresser 

£80 p.a. to dress her hair in the most 

extravagant fashion. On one occa-

sion, she had a galleon in her hair 

and had to sit on the carriage floor! 

The head cook earned £73 p.a., the 

butler £45, a kitchen maid £7.  

A "running footman" did just 

that: running in front of the car-

riage to announce its progress. To 

put wages into perspective, the 

Duke spent over £500 on meat for 

his tigers and £1076 on wine! He 

employed "odd men" to perform 

for his 6 spoilt children while 10 

footmen served drinks. 

The Great Hall, 67ft high, has 

always been hard to clean, and, at 

that time, it was lit by gaslight, 

which made a lot of 

mess. It was the 8th 

Duke (1883-92) 

who installed the 

telephone and elec-

tricity, to the fright 

of the servants. The 

Palace had its own 

fire brigade which, many years 

later, went to the help of Coventry 

when it was bombed in WW2. In 

Victorian times, there was a gate-

man in splendid livery. There were 

a large number of gardeners, a 

dairy, and a laundry. 

In 1892, the 9th Duke went to 

America to find a "dollar princess" - 

Consuelo Vanderbilt. She was only 

18 and not as keen on this marriage 

as her mother was, but she brought 

a £14 million dowry which he kept 

when they eventually separated. In 

1925 he had the water terraces built. 

Consuelo had her own servants, but 

visitors brought their own, ranked 

according to their master's rank. 

There were few bathrooms and the 

maids had to prepare 30 baths a 

day. This lasted until 1934 when 

more were built. 

Through the ages, the range of 

servants varied, but there were al-

ways gamekeepers as there are 

now. There is still a butler and an 
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Deadline for May/June 2013 Newsletter 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor: 

Keith Thrower, 13 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY 

Tel: 01367 240 848; Email: keith.thrower@tiscali.co.uk  

by Wednesday 24th April 

The May/June Newsletter will be available Thursday 9th May 

Registered Charity No. 1116311 

under-butler, and a valet. The hier-

archy remains as it was in Victorian 

times and they are not considered as 

having jobs, rather a "lifestyle". The 

only other households in the coun-

try on a par with Blenheim are the 

Royal ones. Servant life will proba-

bly not change when James be-

comes the 12th Duke, or his son 

George, the 13th.  

And we, in Faringdon, are fortu-

nate to live close to this stately 

home, which most U3A members 

present at this very well-attended 

meeting have already visited. 

 

This report by Caroline Williams 

also appeared in the March issue of 

The Folly.  

A Big Thank You. 

We are very grateful indeed for the ideas about topics and 
speakers which members contributed while we were thinking 
about the content of the next programme of  monthly talks. 
In particular I want to mention the members of the 
programme sub-committee; I wonder how many are known to 
you? In no particular order they are: 

Janis Chatfield, Alison Corley, Peter Smith, Doreen Ilott and, 
of course, Carolyn Williams who has been “in charge” as 
Programme Secretary. It is so reassuring that she has agreed 
to remain in the group as our “Consultant”!  

And I hope that I shall be able to come somewhere close to 
the very high standards she has achieved during the time she 
has served all members in this capacity.  

Thank you, Carolyn. 

Dorothy Garrett. 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Notes for Members 

• If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-
ordinator John Campbell on john-gill.campbell@talk21.com or 
01367 241 748.  

• Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - for a full 
list of groups see the list on the Programme Card or contact the 
Groups Co-ordinator. 

• Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with 
the Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and 
that it has room for new members.  

• All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, 
but before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups 
Co-ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for 
Interest Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and 
time(s). 

• For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for 
Gloucester Street Car Park, entered past the Library in 
Gloucester Street. 

BLUES & ROOTS 

Tuesday 26th March. 'Red, White and Blues' - A film by Mike Figgis that 

mixes interviews with dozens of the key players of British trad jazz, folk 

and blues music, archive footage and original performances to chart the 

changes to the post war music scene in Britain. Also included is an all-star 

blues jam session at Abbey Road studios. 

Tuesday 23rd April. Podcast: 'Northbound Blues'. Beginning around the 

period of the First World War, millions of black Southerners moved north 

to cities like Chicago, Detroit, and New York. Known as the Great 

Migration, this movement changed the course of American history.  

Plus a film about one of the major blues artists who was a great influence 

on British bands of the 60s: 'Can't You Hear the Wind Howl - The Life 

and Music of Robert Johnson'. 
Continued opposite 
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BRIDGE 

All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church Hall 
(rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park) from 

10.00am to 12 noon.   

Monday Intermediate   Wednesday Intermediate 

Mon 25th March  

Mon 8th and 22nd April   Wed 10th April 

Experienced 

Wednesday 27thMarch and Wednesday 24thApril 

For further information please contact Steve Braithwaite.  

CLASSIC JAZZ 

We met on Monday of this week, 11th March, to hear the second part of Barry 

Stacey's illustrated dissertation on the role of the guitar in jazz and next 

month, on Monday 8th April Robin Ison will talk about West Coast Jazz.  

 We usually meet in Faringdon library on the second Monday in the month 

from 10.30am to noon, with a break in the middle for coffee/tea and a slice 

of Linda Leggett's world-famous lemon drizzle cake. We try to cover as 

many aspects of jazz as possible. If you are interested just turn up or give 

me a ring to find out more about our meetings. 

Patrick Wheare  

COMPUTING 

The Beginners’ course is drawing to a close. The last meetings were 

scheduled for early March but an extra week might be needed to round 

CANASTA 

Takes place at 2.00-4.00pm on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays. Meeting are 26th 

March, 9th and 23rd April. Please telephone or email to book a space. 

Call Sylvia Bowley . 

We meet at 3.00pm in The Bell Hotel, Market Place, Faringdon. 

For further information or to be added to the mailing list, contact Sheila 

Donovan by email or phone.  

Continued overleaf 
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CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
We now meet 2.00-4.00pm on the fourth Friday of each month. All 

welcome.  

For the solution to our Prize Crossword see page 20 of this issue. 

For further information please contact Janet Deane . 

EMBROIDERY 

The small but very enthusiastic embroidery group meet on the second Tues-

day of each month at 2.00pm - 4.00pm. We welcome anyone who wishes to 

learn and explore the ancient art, whether you have never threaded a needle 

in your life, or have a considerable experience. Skills and techniques 

stretching back hundreds of years are still being used and enjoyed today. 

Come and find out more. 

Contact Suellen Pedley. 

CRIBBAGE 

Takes place on 1st and 3rd Friday afternoons 2.00-4.00pm . Dates are 15th 

March, 5th and 19th April, and 3rd May. The Group has taken off quite 

well and is enjoyed by all.   

Contact Sylvia Bowley for details or to book a space.  

things off. It is possible that this – the sixth – will be the last such course 

since the proliferation of iPads and other tablets alongside Laptops makes 

it increasingly difficult to provide a course that meets everyone’s 

requirements! We shall see! 

At the end of  January the single session workshop on Files, Folders and 
Backups proved very popular. I’m happy to run this session again if I 

have at least three people interested – please let me know if that would 

include you! Another suggestion is for a session using Publisher – any 

takers? Are there other suggestions? Please let me know 

All Computing sessions are held on Wednesdays, starting at 2:00pm. I 

look forward to hearing from you. 

Ian Clarkson  
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FAMILY HISTORY 

By the time you read this the Beginners’ Group will have had their penul-

timate meeting, dealing with data storage – on both paper and the com-

puter. The last session will be on Friday 5th April when we will spend 

some time tying up some loose ends before attempting to knock down 

some brick walls. We will also discuss the possibility of an “end of term” 

trip to the National Archive at Kew. 

In the meantime, “graduates” of previous Beginners’ groups are very wel-

come to come along to meetings of the Experienced group, aimed at those 

who have already made significant progress with their research. This 

group will meet next on Friday 22nd March (note the date) when we will 

investigate topics of mutual interest. New members are very welcome to 

join us. Please contact me if you want more information. 

Family History meetings are held on Fridays, at 11.00am,  

Ian Clarkson  

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS 

Our next film will be the highly acclaimed Austrian film "The White 

Ribbon", directed by Michael Haneke and winner of the Palme d'Or at 

Cannes in 2009.  This film is in German with English subtitles.  It will be 

shown on Thursday 18th April at 2.00 for 2.15pm .  Please note the 

change of day and time.   

For more information contact Robin Stewart. 

FOLK DANCING  

Are you keeping up with your New Year resolutions—perhaps to lose 

weight, take more exercise or simply to have more fun! We can guarantee 

the latter and perhaps help with the former! Come on, give it a try. We 

meet in the Catholic Church Hall (entrance by Budgen's Car Park) at 

2.15pm on 7th March, 4th April and 2nd May.  

No experience necessary. Flat shoes with smoothish soles an advantage, but 

NOT a necessity. We look forward to seeing you. A warm welcome awaits. 

Contact Val Hudspeth. 
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GARDENERS 

Thursday 21st March at Faringdon Old Town Hall MEETING OPEN TO 

ALL U3A MEMBERS: a talk, by Richard Roslyn (Head Gardener at Blew-

bury Manor) entitled  ‘Trees - A Camera’s Perspective’. 

The talk aims to portray the beauty of trees in our landscape whether it be 

an urban or natural environment. It will look at both exotic species that 

have been introduced into the UK as well as our own native trees and dis-

cover the great diversity of forms and shapes that exists in our tree world. 

It is a reminder of the regal beauty and lofty height of these giants of the 

natural world and the reverence they deserve. 

There will be a small charge to cover costs. If interested, please contact 

Christina. 

Thursday 18th April—Visit to the Painswick Rococo Gardens.  

This gem of a garden, which was originally laid out in the early 18th cen-

tury, is set in a hidden valley with magnificent views of the surrounding 

countryside. Meet at 11.00am in the GSCP for car sharing to Painswick. 

There is a restaurant and light lunches are available.   Entrance £5.50 

(concessions). 

Advance Notice - VISIT OPEN TO ALL U3A MEMBERS  

We are thinking of organising a Coach Trip to Stourhead House and Gar-

dens (National Trust) on Tuesday, 14th May. If you are interested, please 

sign form which will be available at the monthly meeting or get in touch 

with Peter Raven before 14th April 2013.  

For more information contact Christina Field  

HISTORY OF ART 

At our meeting on Thursday 18th April at 2.00pm in Faringdon Old 

Town Hall we shall start looking at the Baroque period (1600-1700) with a 

presentation by Mairead and Sue on Baroque architecture. 

On Thursday 16th May Dorothy will lead a session on the influence of the 

Roman Catholic Counter-Reformation on Baroque art. 

For further information contact Mairead Boyce .   
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LOCAL HISTORY 

On Wednesday 3rd April we will look at the nearby and contrasting 

Churches of St Peter Broughton Poggs and St Peter Filkins, concluding 

with a visit to the Cotswold Woollen Weavers Museum and shop at Filkins 

where we will have tea. We will meet at GSCP at 1.30pm for car sharing. 

On Wednesday 1st May we will revisit the Oxford Bus Museum and Morris 

Motors Museum at Long Hanborough. Meeting at GSCP at 1.15pm  for car 

sharing. This is a precursor to our 5th June meeting when we shall visit Nuf-

field Place, Lord Morris’s home near Henley on-Thames. More information 

about this nearer the time, but please note date in your diaries.  

For more information contact Sue Thrower. All welcome. 

MAH JONG 

Takes place at 2.00-4.00pm every 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Next meetings 

are 20th March, 3rd and 17th April, and 1st May. Mixed group, some who 

can play and some who are learning. Please telephone or email to book a 

space. 

Sylvia Bowley. 

Language Taster 
No meeting in March. We are looking for people who could give us a 

taster in a language we have not yet covered, so we are open to offers. In 

the absence of a better offer, we shall have a look at Esperanto.   
 

Next meeting: 10.30am Thursday 18th April  
 

Contact Jenny Braithwaite 

NEW          RECORDER CONSORT          NEW 

Would any U3A members be interested in forming a recorder consort? 

I've not played for quite a while, but I do have sopranino, descant, treble 

and tenor instruments (though no bass) and a little music.  

If you'd like to chat about possibilities, contact me. I look forward to 

hearing from you!  

Peter Smith 
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MUSIC APPRECIATION 

Our programme until June will be: 

25th March:  American Composers 

22nd April:  Bruch 

May   NO MEETING (Bank Holiday) 

24th June   Three's Company 

May I remind all members that it would be very helpful if they could let 

me know, preferably before the weekend,  whether they are or are not 

coming to each meeting. Contact Beryl Cooper.  

MILITARY HISTORY 

The Military History Group meets on the first Thursday of the month and we 

consider an eclectic range of topics. We have recently been learning about the 

War in Burma concluding with a talk on the Chundits in March. We have 

finalized our programme for next year but we are always open to members 

putting forward their own suggestions relating to their particular interests.  

Our April meeting will be on Thursday 4th April at 10.30am on "The 

Bombing of Bath". 

You are very welcome to join us. For more information, please contact 

Bjorn Watson.  

NATIONAL TRUST 

Holiday to Paignton 

29th April -  3rd May 2013 

You should by now have received the details and a request for your second 

instalment. If you have not, please call Jenny asap. 

There won’t be any further communication from me, but please phone if 

you have any queries.  

 I look forward to seeing you all on 29th. 

Don’t forget your NT membership card and your bus pass! 
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OPERA 

Following the February showing of one of Mozart’s early operas ‘La Finte 

Semplice, composed in 1769 by the then 12-year old Amadeus, the second 

part of the Mozart double bill in March will be one of Mozart’s mature 

masterpieces, ‘Don Giovanni’. The production is a traditional staging from 

Glyndebourne Opera. The first showing will be on Monday 11th March  
and the fourth showing on Tuesday 12th March, starting at 2:00pm.  Sec-

ond and third showings will take place through the month to suit these 

groups. 

The opera year continues on Monday 8th April when the opera will be 

‘Les Contes d'Hoffmann’ by Offenbach from the Metropolitan Opera, 

New York.  In later months we shall see Verdi’s ‘Don Carlo’ from the Royal 

Opera House, Handel’s ‘Rinaldo’ and finally Wagner’s ‘Tannhauser’. 

For details please contact Anthony Burdall, Bobbie Stewart or Linda 

Leggett. 

.Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera. 

PHILOSOPHICAL QUOTATIONS 

This group meets on the first Monday of each month in the Faringdon 

Library from 10.30 am to 12 noon. We are a small but lively group. We 

enjoy ourselves because the meetings provide an environment for 

broadening our minds. You will have not only learnt something but also 

have the opportunity to express your views. Come and join us and bring 

your quotations. 

We met on Monday 4th March but there will be no meetings on Monday 1st 

April (Easter Monday) or Monday 6th May (May Bank Holiday). 

New members are very welcome. 

Cheng Yee Lowe 
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POETRY 
We meet in Faringdon Library in Gloucester Street at 10.30am.  

Monday 18th  March  Easter 

Monday 15th April   Childhood 

Write or bring a poem about these topics. Or just come and listen. 

For more information contact Joan Whittaker. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Our meeting on Wednesday 13th March will be a photographic expedition 

to the coast at the Solent to get seascape images.  We shall be walking out 

along Hurst Spit as well as looking over the Solent at East Lepe. Weather 

permitting, meet at my house at 9.00am for car sharing. Cars may be left at 

our house. 

In the February meeting, we reviewed the images arising from our first 

Monthly Project ‘Winter Skies’. Given the recent bad weather, a surpris-

ing range of photographs were submitted. Also at the meeting, there was a 

discussion on the ‘Use of Photoshop Elements’ including use of layers to 

produce composite images. There will be another project for February/

March as well as a challenge to produce a composite. 

The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 

2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall. Please let Anthony know if you 

wish to come along. 

PILATES 

Pilates will be restarting with Marcus Adey at the Faringdon Clinic on 

Tuesdays 4.00-5.00pm.  He will be doing a course of six sessions finishing 

on Tuesday 26th March.  There are a few vacancies so please phone me if 

you would like to join us for this beneficial exercise class. 

Lynn Pettit 
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RAMBLING 

Thursday 28th March 

This month will be a circular walk of about 7½ miles. Starting from Chil-

ton to Blewbury where we will take lunch, then back via Upton to Chilton. 

Meet at 9.45am at GSCP for car sharing. 

Thursday 25th April 

This is a linear walk of about 7 miles to Charney Bassett where we will 

take a lunch break. After lunch a further couple of miles or so to South-

moor to catch the bus back to Faringdon. Don`t forget your bus passes. 

Meet under the Old Town Hall to leave at 10.00am. 

Both walks are, as usual, subject to successful recce`s, and it is advisable 

that, if an alteration is a problem for you, to contact me on the Monday to 

Wednesday prior to the walk. 

Contact Ken Bowley.  

QUIZ 

12th April 10th May 7th June 

In the Faringdon Old Town Hall at 10.00am on the above Fridays. It’s a 

great group, fun but makes you think!  

For details contact Sylvia Bowley.  

QUILTING 
We are a welcoming group which quilts mainly by hand, for beginners to 

experts, from small projects to large quilts. We learn together. We meet on 

the last Wednesday in the month at 2.00pm at Valerie’s. Do come and 

join us. 

For more information contact Valerie Burdall, Vanessa Sharkey or Jill 

Perry. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

There will be no meeting on Tuesday 2nd April as it is the day 

immediately after Easter Monday.  

I will contact Group members shortly about arrangements for meetings on 

Tuesday 7th May (immediately following May Bank Holiday) and 

Tuesday 4th June, but in the meantime please note the dates in your diary.  

Keith Thrower (keith.thrower@tiscali.co.uk or 01367 240 848).  

SCRABBLE 

We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00 – 4.00pm.  We 

are a friendly and welcoming group and always pleased for beginners to 

join us. We also plan to incorporate a tournament-style timed game for 

two players following our master class with Steve Perry (Thank you 

Steve!). Please ring to let us know you are coming, as space is limited. 

Monday 11th March  Lynn’s  

Monday 8th April  Sylvia’s  

Monday 13th May  Lynn’s For further information contact 

Lynn Pettit (01367 242 019) or Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296). 

SLIMMERS 

Weigh-in on alternate Friday mornings, 9.30am  

8th & 22nd March and 5th & 19th April   

We adhere to no particular diet, we just talk about what we eat, and aim to 

eat a bit less- and most of us have shed a few pounds. Join us to lose a bit 

of weight before summer! 

For further information call Jenny 
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STROLLERS 

Tuesday 26th March 

Meet at Gloucester Street Car Park at 10.00am for car sharing to Ast-

hall. A flat 4 mile walk taking in the villages of Widford and Swinbrook 

with an optional pub lunch at the Maytime Inn in Asthall afterwards. 

Please let Lynn know if you are coming so car sharing can be arranged. 

For more information contact Lynn Pettit. 

Tuesday 23rd April 

Meet at Gloucester Street Car Park at 10.30am for car sharing to Wan-

tage Recreation Ground car park. A 3.5 mile walk to and around West 

Lockinge, with a pub stop on the way back on the outskirts of Wantage. 

After lunch, a bus ride into central Wantage (or walk an extra mile). 

Please bring bus passes for this short journey back to the cars. 

For more information contact Rona Bingham. 

Please wear boots and bring waterproofs and water for both walks. 

SUNDAY LUNCH 

Sunday 17th March. Horse & Jockey, Stanford-in-the-Vale. Noon for 12.30pm 

Two courses  £12.95; Three courses £14.95. 

For further information or booking contact Sylvia Bowley. 

Sunday 21st April, Barrington Arms, Shrivenham. 12.15pm 

Two courses including Carvery £14. 

For further information or booking contact Sheila Donovan.  
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WINE APPRECIATION 

We run two sessions a month, normally on the third and fourth Tuesdays 

of each month, at 2.00pm, and the sessional charge is £6.50.  

Topics for the next three meetings are 

Tuesday 19th and 26th March 

Wines of South Africa – the New World’s oldest wine industry 

Tuesday 16th and 23rd April 
The red Bordeaux blend on home territory 

Tuesday 21st and 28th May 
Wines of Argentina and Chile 

Please contact Charles Garrett for further details, especially if you would 

be interested in joining the Group. Places for new members are currently 

available for both sessions. Because of the limit on the number of tasting 

samples obtainable from a bottle, places may not be available at short 

notice for particular sessions. 

THEATREGOERS 

On Thursday 25th April we are going to the matinee performance of 

“High Society” in Cheltenham. This is Cole Porter’s timeless classic so 

prepare yourselves for a glorious vintage Hollywood bonanza. It has a 

good cast with Michael Praed, Teddy Kempner and Sophie Bould and 

Daniel Boys. There are 3 seats left if anyone else is interested, and the 

price per ticket is £42.50. We are going in Barnes Coach which will leave 

the Market Square at 10.30am, leaving time for shopping and/or lunch. 

For those people who have not yet paid can I please have your cheque im-

mediately. 

I have been organizing these trips for ten years! And sadly I really feel I 

can’t do it any more. Is there anyone who would be willing to take over 

this task? 

Sue Manners. 
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Faringdon U3A Website 

As reported in the last Newsletter we are launching a new website 
which we hope will enable us to include more contributions from more 
members as well as keeping you fully up to date with late changes to 
organised activities. We hope that Group Leaders will submit material 
regularly so that all members can keep up to date with all activities.  

The initial offering will not be perfect nor will it contain everything we 
want to include, but we would welcome your comments and 
suggestions. The improvement and growth of the site will depend on 
the response from you. Members and others will be able to access the 
site from 14th March (the Newsletter publication date Newsletter) by 
going to www.faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com or by “googling” 
Faringdon U3A. 

Ian Clarkson 

New Editor Needed for Newsletter 

You may have seen in the notes on the Committee Meeting (page 4) 
that I shall be retiring as Editor from April 2014 - I plan that my last 
issue will be March/April 2014, which allows 12 months to find a new 
editor.  

The Newsletter is an essential means of communication for U3A 
members. As you will see in the item above, more emphasis is being 
given to the U3A Website, but the printed version of the Newsletter 
will continue for a long time and so we still need somebody to get 
together information about Group and other activities and put it in 
suitable format for printing or for display on the website.  

Previous editorial experience is not needed as training will be given, 
but familiarity with using Office or similar programmes would be a real 
advantage, and it is essential to have a computer, printer and 
broadband connection to the internet. 

If you think you might be interested, please contact me on 01367 240 
848 or keith.thrower@tiscali.co.uk to discuss the matter. 

Keith Thrower  



24 



25 

�
 



26 

�
 



27 

FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A THEATREGOERS 

Name: ………………………………………............................................... 

Tel: ………………....................................................................................... 

Email: .......................................................................................................... 

 

I/We would like ……Tickets for “High Society” @ £42.50 each. 

 

I enclose my cheque for £………..  made out to FARINGDON  U3A  

THEATRE A/C (and not to me please!).  

Payment details and deadlines as in the notice on page 22.  

The competed application form and cheque should be sent as soon as 
possible to: Mrs S. Manners,. 

Raspberry Pi 
I was watching my son and grandson doing some 
simple programming on a Raspberry Pi recently and 
wondered if other U3A members might be keen to 
get to grips with this new piece of computer 
technology.  

I’m no computer expert but if a small group got together maybe 
we would learn enough at least to keep up with our grandchildren!! 

Please contact me if you are interested—you would need to provide 
your own Raspberry Pi. 

Keith Thrower.  



28  

Winter Clouds over Folly Hill (Anthony Burdall) 

Winter Pond (Barbara Dadson) 


