March/April 2014 Newsletter

Welcome signs of Spring
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Meetings Calendar
Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each
month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a welcome from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting
speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group
Leaders and socialise.
Thursday 13th March 2014
In “Adventures of a Civil Engineer” Colin Reed will talk about the construction of the Øresund Bridge which links Denmark and Sweden and
was featured in the TV drama ‘The Bridge’.
Thursday 10th April 2014
Our Annual General Meeting with annual reports from officers and election of the new Committee.
Thursday 8th May
The Naturalist, John Tyler will talk about"The World of Fungi".
As well as being colourful, beautiful and edible (except for the ones that
are deadly poisonous!) fungi are the ultimate recyclers and without them
most of the world's habitats would soon collapse...
Thursday 12th June
The Revd Frank Parkinson will talk about his work as a Trauma
Counsellor in the Army and in civilian life since his retirement. He served
as an Army Chaplain for many years and was Assistant Chaplain General
on retirement. During his career he began working with military families
held hostage in Iraq during the first Gulf War and subsequently has been
instrumental in counselling the victims of traumatic stress in both the military and civilian worlds.
Thursday 10th July
"The Mitfords" Since her retirement from the world of education, Muriel
Pilkington has come to live in the Cotswolds and is in demand as a
speaker to U3As in the Thames Valley Network area. Her talk deals with
the Faringdon connection to the Mitford sisters as well as highlighting the
importance of their Cotswold childhood.
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Chairman’s Message
We are well into the New Year now, and when is this awful wet weather
ever going to let up! Worrying as well is the fact that we have not had any
‘winter’ yet and by that I mean cold, icy, etc.
The next event on our agenda is the AGM, and once again I implore some
of you to consider being on the Committee…every year a few members
step down, and therefore replacements are needed. This year we have one
who is moving away so there is an extra replacement needed. Help!
Without a Committee we would not be here. The fact that you keep
coming to groups and meetings, means that you want the U3A to exist, so
help is needed. What would we do with all that spare time if there was no
U3A in Faringdon! But if we have a full Committee then the jobs are not
onerous at all, in fact because you are in at the ‘thick end’ so to speak you
get to know all the news!
Now for a new project. We are about to liaise with Carterton U3A to
enable our members to get even more from their membership than they do
now. You will be able to attend any group at Carterton for no more charge
than is normally incurred in that group i.e. hall rental, refreshments etc.
The list and contact details of their groups will be in this newsletter and all
future ones, on the web site and on the notice board. How does it work? If
there is a group you are interested in phone the contact number and speak
to the group leader. The rule is that you will be welcome as long as there
is room for you without taking from Carterton members. You will not be a
member of Carterton and therefore cannot attend their general meetings or
social events. A lot of their groups are the same but there are one or two
different ones, therefore may be interesting. This does of course also work
in reverse, in that any Carterton member can contact a group leader of ours
and if there is room, attend a group. We are not sure how this is going to
work, but there is only one way to find out, try it, or see how many of you
want to try it.
So interesting times ahead, or never a dull moment!

Sylvia Bowley
http://faringdon&districtU3A.wordpress.com
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Committee News
At the last Committee meeting it was noted that:
•

The Christmas ‘Bit of a Do’ was deemed a success and will be
repeated in December 2014.

•

Several members of the Committee are stepping down at the AGM
and we are still in need of volunteers, this includes for the
Secretary’s position.

•

The programme for the monthly talks has been confirmed for 2014.
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FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A
Charity Number 1116311

This is Formal Notice of the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2014
To be held at the

FARINGDON CORN EXCHANGE
at

2.30pm on THURSDAY 10th APRIL 2014
AGENDA
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Apologies for Absence
Minutes of AGM 2013
Matters Arising
Chairman’s Report
Financial Report for year-ending 31 December 2013
Election of Committee members
Appointment of Examiner of Accounts
Any Other Business

After the formal business of the afternoon there will be tea and
cakes. During the tea you will be invited to try our fun general
knowledge quiz. You may even win a prize!
Nominations are invited for the new Committee. Forms are
available from the Secretary, Sally Higgins. Completed forms
should be with the Secretary at least 14 days before the AGM.
Deadline for May/June 2014 Newsletter
Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor:

Elizabeth Smith, 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon SN7 7JZ
Tel: 01367 241 241; Email: pdes_smith@hotmail.com
by Wednesday 16th April 2014
The May/June Newsletter will be posted to all members in early May

Note change of Editor and contact details
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Members’ News
We were sorry to hear of the death of Jill Campbell on 21st January. In
addition to her membership of U3A, she was also involved in many
community activities. Our thoughts are with Jill’s husband John and the
family at this time of bereavement.

Membership Renewal and Fees for 2014 are now overdue—please
return your completed renewal form (enclosed with the November/
December Newsletter) with a cheque and SAE as soon as possible; if you
need another renewal form please contact Doreen Ilott. Only paid-up
members may attend and vote at the AGM on 10th April.

PETER MUNN JAZZ LIBRARY
Most Faringdon U3A members will remember Peter Munn, who re-founded
the Jazz Group in 2010 but sadly died about a year ago. After his death his
three daughters kindly donated his collection of more than 100 jazz CDs to
the Jazz Group to set up a library in his memory and Jazz Group members
now borrow Peter’s CDs at their meetings.
Now Sylvia Bowley and the Committee have kindly agreed to let us widen
its appeal by agreeing that Peter’s CDs can be brought to meetings at the
Corn Exchange so that any U3A member can borrow ones that interest
them. The CDs and a member of the Jazz Group will be at a table at the
back ready to lend you any CD that takes your fancy - for 50p a month.

Dance your way to good health

Join the CIRCLE DANCE GROUP
THURSDAY 20th MARCH, 2.30-4.00pm - Catholic Church Hall
An article in the Daily Telegraph about over 50s keeping fit and healthy
says : “Exercise is the single most important action you can take to
improve the strength of your bones. Exercise also reduces the risk of
cancer, back pain, heart disease, high blood pressure, diabetes, depression
and dementia”.
Dancing is “great exercise” and “it’s never too late to start”. So let’s get
dancing and keep our bodies and minds healthy! Circle Dance ticks all the
boxes, exercising the heart and lungs whilst helping with balance and coordination, as well as stimulating the memory cells!

See page 12 for more details
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting—Thursday 9th January

“What have Plants ever done for Us?”
Timothy Walker
“What have Plants ever done for
Us?” was the question put to us
when we met on 9th January for
our first meeting of 2014. The
questioner was Timothy Walker,
Director of the Oxford Botanic
Garden. He has sometimes added a
quotation from the work of Marshall McLuhan to recent emails:
“Anyone who tries to make a distinction between education and
enjoyment doesn’t understand the
first thing about either”.
So his talk in answer to the question he posed was very entertaining. He enabled us to hope that
future generations of youngsters
across the world may be better
than we have been at protecting the
plant kingdom and at exploiting it
in beneficial ways.
Tim told us the plants’ story:
their 13 billion or so years of history has seen them developing in
environments such as fast-moving
gases, a sort of primeval soup,
deep-sea thermal vents and inhospitable rocks. Eventually the earliest organisms made it on to land.
The fossils of these earliest land
plants, dating back around 470

million years, show that they were
mosses. And research today, done
in Oxford and elsewhere, is helping
us to understand the evolution of
these early mosses and liverworts.
In a similar way, people are studying old varieties of plants which
are just about still familiar to us.
The establishment of gene banks to
conserve them may help us to rediscover how to grow these old
varieties for our mutual benefit.
The photos we saw showed the
beauty of some of the earliest plants
which have a high disapproval rating today, like the horse tail…
many of us will have cursed its descendant, Mare’s Tail in no uncertain terms on finding it in our gardens. Or the Monkey Puzzle tree
(ouch). Steadily Tim brought us up
to the present day, via the apes from
Africa and then homo neanderthalensis and the cave-dwellers who
learned how to control fire. This
development led to the survival of
plants which are tolerant of fire.
Eventually farming techniques
arose and it was at this point that
civilisations began to emerge, doing
so always on the back of agricul-
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ture. Peoples learned how to increase the productive capacity of
their different habitats.
Tim took us through many of
today’s medical developments
which rely on plant properties, as
well as pointing out the everyday
uses of plant products. Cotton, for
example, has changed the history
of the world. With sugar cane and
quinine, it is one of what he called
“the big three”. Looking to the
future, there are also three resolutions to put on our “must do” list:
we have to breed out toxicity,
breed in disease-resistance and
finally we need to campaign vigor-

ously for the development and acceptance of yellow (golden) rice
with its high Vitamin A content to
fight against blindness. It is now a
question of getting the world’s politicians committed to the idea of
managing the wild so as to create a
proper environment. We all want a
comfortable and disease-free lifestyle but purely local initiatives are
not going to be enough to deliver
this to us.
This report by Dorothy Garrett also
appeared in the February issue of
The Folly

Meeting – Thursday 13th February

“A Working Farrier”
Bernie Tidmarsh
“Fab Farrier—Lovely Man”. This

was such an apt description of
Bernie Tidmarsh, our speaker at
the February 13th meeting, that I
feel justified in borrowing it from
one of the many websites which
praise his work. Bernie entertained
and educated us with tales from his
family’s past. He drew on boyhood
memories of his father and uncle
who encouraged him to keep up
the family tradition of Farriery. He
also reminded us of many rural
customs which are now sadly lost.
Bernie has been elected to the
Worshipful Company of Farriers

and is now the resident farrier at
the Duke of Beaufort’s Badminton
estate. He shoes horses for members of the Royal Family. He is
also in demand to do work for
many Cotswold families whose
names most of us will not know.
He has many times been instrumental in producing the winning
horses at prestigious national and
international events.
He has featured in a series for the
HTV television channel in Wales
and has been the subject of articles
in the “Country Life” magazine. He
contributes to professional magaContinued overleaf
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zines on horse-welfare and writes
and teaches about the practical aspects of successful shoeing. Being
addicted to “The Archers” I fancied I
knew a little about horses and stables….How wrong I was! After the
talk I received an email to say:
“Bernie was terrific”. Quite right….
With humility and good humour
he described times in his childhood
when his family had faced real hardship. So his father had to take steps
to ensure the survival of the forge
and their livelihood. This meant
adapting to the increasing mechanisation of the farming and rural life,
with the result that as the horsedrawn era came to an end much
more of their work was done away
from home. During his lifetime
Bernie has himself had to adapt to
the changing needs of his clients;
competitions, eventing and riding for
leisure and pleasure are mainly what
he prepares horses for these days.
Bernie thinks he spent more time
working alongside his father than he
did at school. He developed the pre-

cious skill of being able to hold a
horse so as to keep the animal calm
whilst his father or uncle did the
shoeing. Some of his father’s clients
recognised his potential and at the
age of five he was encouraged to
join the Beaufort Pony Club. At ten
years he was shoeing his own pony,
having already learned how to make
the shoes. With the support and encouragement of his family and, very
importantly, many well-connected
members of the local riding community (both amateurs and professionals such as Cavalry Officers) Bernie
began to establish himself as a top
farrier in his own right. In spite of
setbacks he has succeeded in becoming, as he puts it, a “commodity”.
Someone commented to me afterwards that it is sad to think we are
probably the last generation to hear
such tales as those which Bernie
shared with us. How I agree with her.
A version of this report by Dorothy
Garrett should appear in the
March issue of “The Folly”.

Note from the Retiring Editor
It hardly seems five years since I took over as Editor of the Newsletter
from Ian Clarkson. Much has happened during that time with continued
growth in our membership and the regular addition of new groups. When
I decided to step down I was delighted when Elizabeth Smith volunteered
to take over as Editor in response to my note in the Newsletter.
Sincere thanks to all of you who have contributed material, without which
there would be no Newsletter! Many thanks also to my wife Sue for her help
and advice, and for meticulously proofreading each issue. I know that the
Newsletter will be in very good hands and wish Elizabeth every success.

Keith Thrower
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
• If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-

ordinator John Campbell .
• Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - for a full

list of groups see the list on the Programme Card or contact the
Groups Co-ordinator.
• Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with

the Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and
that it has room for new members.
• All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups,

but before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups
Co-ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for
Interest Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and
time(s).
• For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for

Gloucester Street Car Park, entered past the Library in
Gloucester Street.

BLUES & ROOTS
Meetings are held at The Bell Hotel, Faringdon at 2.30pm.
Tuesday 25th March
Podcast - 'Hard Time Blues'.Songs from the Depression era when work was
scarce, poorly paid and meant travelling from place to place. For many black
Americans who migrated north, jobs in slaughterhouses (the 'killing floor')
were perhaps the worst of those available. Others took to singing on street
corners for small change as the only means of earning money.
Film - 'Willie Dixon: I Am The Blues'. Dixon’s contribution to the history
of the blues should not be underestimated. He became a founding artist in
the Chess Label which was to blues what Sun Records was to rock and
roll. Writing for, and playing with artists such as Muddy Waters, Howlin’
Wolf, Little Walter, Bo Diddley and Otis Rush, amongst others. Many of
his songs were (and still are) covered by British bands.
Continued opposite
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Tuesday 22nd April
Podcast - 'Policy Blues' - These blues songs captured the essence of an
important part of America's gambling culture that lasted for decades,
reporting what it was like to play policy and almost always lose at this
illegal numbers game.
Film - 'Piano Blues'. Actor/director (and piano player), Clint Eastwood
explores his life-long passion for piano blues using rare historical footage,
interviews and footage of performances by Ray Charles, Pinetop Perkins,
Jay McShann, Dave Brubeck and Marcia Ball.
For further information or to be added to the mailing list please contact
Sheila Donovan.

BRIDGE
All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church
Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park)
from 10.00am to noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given
below:
Intermediate
Mon 10th Mar and Wed 12th Mar
Mon 24th Mar
Mon 7th Apr and Wed 9th Apr
Mon 12th May and Wed 14th May
Experienced
Wed 26th Mar
Wed 23rd Apr
Wed 28th May

(Declarer Play - finessing)
(Declarer Play - more finessing)
(Declarer Play - tricks by force)
(Declarer Play - tricks by length)

(Signalling when giving partner a ruff)
(Signalling at trick one)
(Forcing Declarer)

If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to
attend.
For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite
Beginners’ Bridge
Improvers – we will try to meet on the first and third Tuesdays of the
month – so 4th and 18th March, 1st and 15th April, and 6th and 20th May
Beginners – for those starting from scratch – we will meet, when holidays
allow, on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month: 11th and 25th
Continued overleaf
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March, 8th and 22nd April and 13thand 27th May

Meetings take place t starting at 10.00am.
If you are interested in learning how to play this fascinating game, or
would like more information, please get in touch.
Contact Carolyn Clarkson for further information.

NEW GROUP—CIRCLE DANCE
starting on THURSDAY 20th MARCH – 2.30-4.00pm at the Catholic
Church Hall (behind Budgens)
Circle Dance has been described as the biggest variety of music and dance
on the planet, with dances and music from all over the world. Plus, it
keeps us healthy! The dances exercise the heart and lungs, whilst helping
with balance and co-ordination, as well as stimulating the memory cells!
Each dance is demonstrated and carefully taught, and you don’t need a
partner. The well-loved Circle Dance motto is “there are no mistakes,
only variations!” It’s a lot of fun!
So come along on THURSDAY 20th MARCH! Or contact Lilly
Dunkley for further details on 01367 820 143 or lilly@newhaven4.co.uk.

COMPUTING
February saw a repeat of the Files, Folders and Backup Workshop, with a
very pleasing number of attendees. Several expressed interest in further
sessions, with PowerPoint and Excel being mentioned as possible subjects.
If either of these interest you or you have other suggestions please get in
touch.
I need to have some idea of the level of interest in the possibility of a new
Tablet Group as suggested in the last Newsletter. If you would be a
potential member of such a group, which I envisage as a self-help forum
rather than a set of teaching sessions, please get in touch.
Ian Clarkson.
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CRYPTIC CROSSWORD
We meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month, starting at
2.00pm for a session of about an hour and three quarters including a refreshment break.
The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’
or ‘The Observer Everyman’ standard. We also look at things of interest to
‘cruciverbalists’, brought together in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued
at the meeting. We even try our hand at compiling crosswords – our latest
was in the Nov-Dec 2013 Newsletter.
The schedule for the next few months is:
28th March, 25th April, 23rd May and 27th June
If you are interested in joining, or would like to know more, contact Peter
Smith.

EMBROIDERY
The group meets every second Tuesday of each month at the home of
Maria Pugh in Faringdon. The March meeting will not take place as the
group are having a 'field trip' to All Saints’ Convent in Oxford, combining
with a U3A group from Watlington to see the collection of antique embroideries owned by the Sisters. The future of this unique collection is under review, so this might be the last opportunity to see the embroideries.
For more details contact Suellen Pedley.

FAMILY HISTORY
The Beginners’ group will meet on Friday 7th March at 11:00am, when
we will look at the different methods of storing and presenting the result
of Family History research. On Friday 4th April we will have our final
session, reviewing the progress made since November as well as
discussing the possibility of an end of term trip to The National Archives
at Kew. If you are interested in joining us, or would like more information,
please get in touch – no previous experience is required.
Continued overleaf
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In the meantime, “graduates” of previous Beginners’ groups are very
welcome to come along to meetings of the Experienced group, aimed at
those who have already made significant progress with their research. This
group will meet next on Friday 28th March, when we will have at least
two short presentations from members of the group. New members are
very welcome to join us. Please contact me if you want more information.
Family History meetings are held on Fridays at 11.00am.
Ian Clarkson.

FOLK DANCING
Our small but very friendly group meets on the first Thursday of each
month at the Catholic Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car Park).
We will meet at 2.30pm. on 6th March, 3rd April and 1st May.
Contact Val Hudspeth.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS
Our next film is Francois Ozon's Franco-Belgian comedy "Potiche" (2010)
starring Catherine Deneuve and Gerard Depardieu. The film, based on a
1970's play, gained awards at the 67th Venice Film Festival. It is in French
with English subtitles. It will be shown on Wednesday 23rd April, at
2.00pm for a 2.15pm start.
For more information please contact Robin Stewart.

GARDENERS
nd

Sunday 2 March - weather permitting
Visit to Colesbourne Park, England’s greatest Snowdrop Garden to view
the snowdrops and early flowers. Entrance to Park £7.50. Teas are available. Meet at the GSCP for car sharing to Colesbourne at 1.00pm.
Easter Monday 21st April
Visit to Trench Hill Garden, Sheepscombe, a new garden in a wooded valley which is opened for the NGS. We are using the Community Bus for
this trip the cost of which is £7.00 per person. Entrance to the garden is
£3.00. Teas are available at Trench Hill. So if you are at a loose end on
Easter Monday do come and join us. The Bus leaves the GSCP at 1.00pm.
Continued opposite
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ADVANCE NOTICES: Thursday 15th May - Visit to Kew Gardens;
Thursday 19th June - Visit to Sudeley Castle and Gardens. These visits
are by coach and are for ALL MEMBERS to enjoy.
For more information please ring either Christina Field, or Peter Raven
for the Kew Gardens visit.

GOLF CROQUET
Will be held on the following dates (weather permitting)
Monday 28th April and Monday 12th May
from 2pm onwards.
No previous experience required.
Contact Steve & Jenny Braithwaite 929

HISTORY OF ART
We will meet on Thursday 20th March at 2.00pm in Faringdon Old Town
Hall, when Mike Iremonger will talk on “Neoclassicism Part 1 – Architecture”.
We hope to visit the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford on Thursday 17th
April—further details will be given at the March meeting or sent by email.
On Thursday 15th May at 2.00pm in Faringdon Old Town Hall, Mike
Iremonger will continue his talk, looking at “Neoclassicism Part 2—
Sculpture and Painting”.
All welcome to these meetings.
For further information contact Mairead Boyce.

JAZZ
David Day, who organises the jazz at Carswell, will be our speaker at the
Jazz Group’s meeting on Monday 10th March in the Library, Gloucester
Street, Faringdon at 10.30am. He will be telling us how he organises the
shows and playing examples of music heard in the jazz evenings at
Carswell.
Then the following month, on Monday 14th April, Jan Hall and Rachel Holt
will be talking about the local music scene with musical illustrations. Plans for
May are not yet finalised but will probably be our own version of Desert
Island Discs, or perhaps the History of Jazz in 90 Minutes, or another look at
Continued overleaf
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Ken Burns’s History of Jazz. You’ll have to come along to find out.
We meet every second Monday in the month in Faringdon Library, from
10.30am to about noon. We try to cover all aspects of jazz from the early
days to the present time. If you’re interested just turn up. There’s no need
to book or ring in advance. We charge £1 a time to cover costs and tea/
coffee and lemon-drizzle cake.
For more information ring or email
Patrick Wheare or Robin Ison.

LOCAL HISTORY
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 2nd April when we shall visit St
Mary’s Church, Fairford for a guided tour of the world-famous stained
glass windows. We will meet at GSCP for car sharing, leaving at 1.15pm
for the visit at 2.00pm The cost will be a donation of £2.50 per person.
Please could you let me know whether or not you are coming on this visit
and if you need or can give a lift.
There will be no meeting in May, so our next meeting will be on Wednesday 4th June—topic to be arranged.
Contact Sue Thrower.

MAH JONG
We usually meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 2.00 –
4.00pm. We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New
members are always welcome.
5th March
Marlene’s (Stanford in the Vale)
th
19 March
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
2nd April
Marlene’s (Stanford in the Vale)
16th April
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
7th May
Marlene’s (provisional)
Please phone or email if you are coming.
For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson or Marlene Martin
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NEW GROUP—MEMOIR WRITING
This group will be starting on Monday 31st March, 2 pm in the Meeting
room (top floor) at Davenports Business Centre, 14 Market Place, Faringdon SN7 7HP.
Come and join me in writing a memoir – no previous experience is
needed. Over the weeks I will be referring to various aspects in this type
of story telling. These will include getting started, planning, ways of presenting the material. I’ll refer also to the use of photographs, and gathering stories from family and elsewhere. We will also be looking at some of
our favourite published memoirs.
On Monday 24th March, 2.00pm at the above address I’ll be having a
Taster Session to give members an overview of the course.
The room is booked for Mondays at 2.00-3.30pm till 30thJune . Dates for
holidays to be arranged.
I look forward to meeting you.
Contact Caroline Pennington.

MUSIC APPRECIATION
Programme up to May 2014:
Birth of the Symphony
24th March
th
Past and Present
28 April
May
No Meeting ( Bank Holiday )
All meetings are at 10.15 for 10.30pm on the 4th Monday of the month, in
Faringdon Library. Please let me know whether or not you are coming to
each meeting.
Contact: Beryl Cooper.

OPERA
Due to faulty DVD discs, it has not been possible to enjoy as planned
Bellini’s ‘La Sonnambula’ and Donniezetti’s ‘Anna Bolena, which were
shown for the second and third showing during February. On 10th March
the opera will be Haydn’s ‘Orlando Paladino’ from the Berlin State Opera.
In April the opera will be Puccini’s shabby little shocker ‘Tosca’ from the
Royal Opera House.
Continued overleaf
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To accommodate all who wish to attend, there will be four showings:
First at the home of Anthony Burdall usually on the Monday before the
Faringdon U3A Monthly Meeting. Start at 5:30pm finishing at
approximately 9:30pm;
The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart;
The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett typically starting at
2:30pm finishing at approximately 5:30pm;
The fourth showing will at the home of Anthony Burdall starting at
2:30pm finishing at approximately 5:30pm.
For details please contact Anthony, Bobbie Stewart or Linda Leggett.
Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera.

PHILOSOPHICAL QUOTATIONS
Please note that we now meet on the second Tuesday of the month from
2.30 to 4.00pm in the Faringdon Library. The next meetings are Tuesday
11th March and Tuesday 8th April.
Please let me know whether or not you’ll by coming by 7.00 pm on the
Friday preceding the meeting .
New members are welcome.
Contact Cheng Yee Lowe for more information.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Following the February meeting, a Study Day exploring the issues
associated with portrait photography, the next meeting on 11th March
2014 will be a photographic expedition to Oxford or Swindon ‘Urban
Lines’. Meet at my house at 10.00 am for car sharing. Cars may be left at
our house.
In April there will be a photographic exercise Ashmolean Museum
‘Monochrome images’ and then in May there will be a review of images from
the past 2 or 3 meetings plus discussion ‘What works in Black & White?’.
Continued opposite
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The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at
2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall. All photographers welcome.
Please let Anthony know if you wish to come along.

POETRY
We will meet in Faringdon Library at 10.30am on Monday 17th March
when the topic will be "Colour". There will be no meeting on Monday
21st April as it will be Easter Monday.
Write or bring poems on this topic or just come and listen. We are always
glad to have new members with us
For more information contact Joan Whittaker.

QUILTING
We are a welcoming group which quilts mainly by hand, for beginners to
experts, from small projects to large quilts. We learn together. We meet on
the last Wednesday in the month at 2.00pm at Valerie’s, 2 Fernham
Road, Faringdon. Do come and join us.
For more information contact Valerie Burdall or Jill Perry.

QUIZ
th

14 March

11th April

9th May

In the Old Town Hall, Faringdon at 10.00am on the above Fridays. Get
your little grey cells working!
For details contact Sylvia Bowley.

RAMBLING
All my walks are, as usual, subject to successful recce`s. I will try to get
any major changes on to the web site prior to the walk.
It would be helpful to me if you inform me, before the Monday prior to
the walk, if you intend to come on the walk. Knowing numbers will also
be helpful in arranging lunch (with the pub!).
Continued overleaf
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The next walk is Thursday 27th March.
Wantage will be the starting/finishing point of a circular walk of about 7 ½
miles for this month, with about 5 miles to the pub at Letcombe Regis for
lunch. Meet at GSCP to depart at 10.00am.
Thursday 24th April
This month, starting and finishing at Bury Down on the Ridgeway, this
circular walk of just over 7¾ miles will take us about 4¾ miles to the pub
at Chilton for lunch. Meet at GSCP to depart 09.45am.
Contact Ken Bowley.

RECORDER CONSORT
The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
Members play instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows
access to a wide range of music. Since we started in 2013, the quality of
our playing has improved significantly. We may be playing a few pieces at
the AGM in April.

We meet in the afternoons of the third and last Thursday of the month at
10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting at 2.30pm. Sessions are
of about two hours duration including a break for refreshments.
The schedule planned for 2014 is:
20th and 27th March
17th and 24th April
15th and 29th May
19th and 26th June
17th and 31st July

21st and 28th August
18th and 25th September
16th and 30th October
20th and 27th November
18th December

If you are interested in joining (even if you haven’t played for a while), or
would like to know more, contact Peter Smith.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Details of our meeting on Tuesday 1st April will be circulated to members
shortly.
There is no meeting in May, but one is being planned for Tuesday 3rd June.
For more information contact Keith Thrower. All welcome.
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SCRABBLE
We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00 - 4.00pm. We are
a friendly and welcoming group and always pleased when new members
come along. Just give us a ring please to let us know you are coming, as
space is limited.
Monday 10th March
Monday 14th April
Monday 12th May

Sylvia’s
Lynn’s
Sylvia’s (as above)

For further information contact Sylvia Bowley ) or Lynn Pettit.

STROLLERS
th

Tuesday 25 March
A second attempt at this walk which was cancelled in December as it was
waterlogged. Planning walks this very wet winter has been quite a challenge! Meet at Gloucester Street Car Park at 10.00am for car sharing to
East Hendred. A flat 3.5 mile walk taking in the villages of East and West
Hendred and part of the Ardington Estate. There are several stiles. Lunch
afterwards at The Plough in East Hendred. Please let Lynn know if you are
coming so car sharing can be arranged.
For more information contact Lynn Pettit.
Tuesday 22nd April
Another attempt for a walk around Lydiard Country Park and on to
Lydiard Millicent for a pub lunch, after lunch returning to the park by different paths, 3 miles in total. Meet at Faringdon Market Place bus stop
(outside the Old Crown Inn) at 9.50am to catch the 9.57am No.66 bus to
Swindon. (note different time and meeting place). Then catch a local No
1 or 1A Thamesdown bus to the park. Return journey to Faringdon by bus
from the park.
Please bring bus passes.
For more information contact Rona Bingham.
Please wear boots, and bring waterproofs and water for both walks.
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SUNDAY LUNCH
th

Sunday 9 March (Note earlier date) at 19th Hole, Carswell where we
have a special price of £10 per head for a 2-course Sunday lunch. Carvery
mainly BUT if fish required they can supply, please mark that you require
fish on the list. It will be a surprise what fish it will be!
For more information or to book contact Sylvia Bowley.
Sunday 20th April: at The Bell Hotel, Faringdon. 12.15pm.
Carvery, Dessert, Coffee or Tea. £12
For more information or to book contact Sheila Donovan.

THEATREGOERS
th

Thursday 5 June: A Bunch of Amateurs, by Ian Hislop & Nick Newman.
2.30pm at The Watermill, Berkshire. Cost: £28.00. Payment by 3rd April.
Please make cheques payable to: Faringdon U3A Theatre Account and
send to Janet Deane.
Up-to-date details are on the website http://faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com/
(look for ‘Theatregoers’ under the alphabetical list of Groups).
Sue Manners, Margaret Starr, Janet Deane

WINE APPRECIATION
We normally run two sessions a month, on the third and fourth Tuesday of
each month, at 2.00pm.. The sessional charge is £6.50, with 7-9 wines being
tasted.
Topics for the next meetings are:
18th and 25th March: Classic Wine Regions – Rioja
15th and 22nd April: To oak or not to oak.....
20th and 27th May:
The (almost) A-Z of Italian grape varieties - Pt 1
th
th
Riesling – will its time ever come?
17 and 24 June:
Please contact Charles Garrett for further details, especially if you
would be interested in joining the Group. Only three places for new
members are currently available. Because of the limit on the number of
tasting samples obtainable from a bottle, places may not be available at
short notice for particular sessions.
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Faringdon U3A members might find that Carterton U3A runs a group or
groups which they could be interested in joining. If so, Faringdon members should contact the appropriate Carterton Group Leader for more information and determine if a place is available. If they do join a Carterton
Group, the only charge levied by that Group will be that normally incurred e.g. venue charge or refreshments.

CARTERTON GROUPS
ART
PAT WARD
BADMINTON
JO STRONG
BOOK READING
ROSEMARY HOGBIN
BOWLS
KEN GILLIANS
BRIDGE
BENITA WALLACE
CANASTA
KEN GILLIANS
CARD MAKING
MAUREEN SIMPSON
COMPUTING
MARTIN MCBRIDE
CRAFTS
MARGARET MORRIS
CRIBBAGE (DAY TIME) JOAN EXLEY
CYCLING
PAM HOWARD
DANCING
VAL THOMAS
DARTS
IAN WRIGHT
DIGITAL
PHOTOGRAPHY
JOHN POLLOCK
FAMILY HISTORY
PAT WARD
FRENCH
JANICE MITCHELL
FUN WITH WINE
MIKE MOORE
HISTORY
WENDY MORGAN
LUNCHEON CLUB
KEN GILLIANS
OUTINGS
PAM HOWARD
SCIENCE &
TECHNOLOGY
IAN WRIGHT
SEWING
JANET BENFIELD
SCRABBLE
PAT WARD
STEAM TRAINS
BRIAN CROSSLAND
SUNDAY LUNCH
KEN/EVELINE GILLIANS
TABLE TENNIS
HAZEL CARTER
WALKING
PAM HOWARD
WHIST
EVELINE GILLIANS

01993 843832
01993 840630
01993 845010
01993 843309
01993 841479
01993 843309
01993 837078
01993 845169
01993 840164
01993 843128
01993 844631
01993 841246
01993 842686
01993 845945
01993 843832
01993 837440
01993 845849
01993 842663
01993 843309
01993 944631
01993 842686
01993 201328
01993 843832
01993 212654
01993 843309
01993 843035
01993 844631
01993 843309
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FARINGDON U3A TRAVEL GROUP

ISLE OF MAN
Departing Friday 26th September 2014
Cost: £525 pp (£50 single supplement)
for 5 nights/6 days

Longer, because of the distance and therefore a little
dearer, but you do get the extra time, and a MINI CRUISE
crossing the Irish Sea.
I have already spoken to lots of you and the response
was very favourable, so please support me in this. As
last year, the costs are based on 30 people travelling
and as before should we get 40 people then the price
drops down to under £500. I have also included in the
price tips for the driver and hotel so that is something
you will not have to worry about.
The middle day of the holiday will be free to do with as
you wish, the hotel being right on the seafront in
Douglas. If I have worked this out right this will be the
day that the Parliament is open for guided tours, as
somebody has expressed an interest.
For further information see the opposite page or contact
me.
If you wish to come on the holiday please complete the
booking form on the inside back cover and return to me
with a cheque (deposit of £40 per person) as soon as
possible.

Sylvia Bowley
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National Summer Courses
Harper Adams University College
(Newport, Nr Telford, Shropshire)

14th July to 17th July 2014
Ancient Civilisations of the Americas
Canal History – The rise, decline and rise again of the canals
Cinema History - Lights, Camera, Action! Celebrating 100 years of
Hollywood
Creative Writing – Bestseller or Man Booker shortlist
Current Affairs – Political and Social Studies
Drama Through the Ages
France – Regards sur la France d’aujourd’hui
Latin – A toe in the Tiber. A quick dip into the Latin Language
Philosophy – an introduction to Philosophical Metaphysics
Recorder Ensemble

The Royal Agricultural College
(Cirencester)
th

18 August to 21st August 2014
Arts & Architecture of the Arts & Crafts Movements in Britain – “The
House Beautiful”
Digital Photography – Artistic re-interpretation
Drama – Power and Cruelty
Gardening – “How does your Garden Grow”?
Literature - Women’s voices of World War 1
Music – Making Friends with the Great Composers
Poetry – The Transforming Language of Poetry
Science – Light and Sound in Nature
Singing for Pleasure
Full board residential in en-suite accommodation: £285 per person
Non-residential day including lunches £107 per person
Deposit £75 per person.
The above costs have been reduced by 9% from last year due to a
grant received by the U3A Trust from The Educational Foundation
for Learning.
Contact Sally Higgins, U3A National Office or U3A website for more details.
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FARINGDON U3A TRAVEL GROUP
ISLE OF MAN—26TH SEPTEMBER 2014
I WOULD LIKE TO BOOK……...SPACES ON THIS HOLIDAY
I/WE REQUIRE A DOUBLE / TWIN / SINGLE ROOM
NAME(S) ………………………………………………………..
ADDRESS………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………………………………..
Tel.No……………………………Email………………………………….
Special requests mention here (Hotel)…………………………………
On coach would you like to sit with anyone in particular (cannot
guarantee, and couples are assumed to be together!)
………………………………………………………………...
I enclose a cheque made out to Faringdon & District U3A Main
Account for the deposit of £40 per person.
Travel Insurance required (Barnes).
Send to: Mrs S Bowley

Thames Valley Network
Historic Pathways Project
This is by way of a progress report on the project which has been a little
bit of a “slow burner” It has been running for well over a year now but is
only half way through its lifespan. To promote further interest we are
arranging a Study Day in Uffington – yes! This side of the network for a
change. The date is Friday 23rd May and we hope to have a keynote
speaker from The Friends of the Ridgeway but will also be offering
opportunities for short and medium length guided walks along historic
routes and routes that include historic buildings. In addition the Thomas
Hughes museum will open especially for us. I am advising you of this
event now as by the time the next Newsletter is published the Study Day
will be imminent. There will be publicity shortly which I will put on a
dedicated page on the website but, in the meantime, I am more than happy
to receive emails and phone calls if you wish to know more.
Ian Clarkson.
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The iPad group
beavering away!

Lacock Abbey illuminated
(Photography Group visit)

