May/June 2014 Newsletter

Bluebell time!
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Meetings Calendar
Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each
month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a welcome from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting
speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group
Leaders and socialise.
Thursday 8th May
The naturalist, John Tyler, will talk about “The World of Fungi”. John
has worked for 25 years in wildlife conservation. Wildlife photography is
another of his passions. He will tell us how, as well as being colourful,
beautiful and edible (except for the ones that are deadly poisonous!) fungi
are the ultimate recyclers. Without them, most of the world’s habitats
would soon collapse.
Thursday 12th June
The Rev. Frank Parkinson will talk about his work as a Trauma Counsellor in the Army and in civilian life since his retirement. He served as an
Army Chaplain for many years and was Assistant Chaplain General on
retirement. During his career he has been working with military families
held hostage in Iraq during the first Gulf War and subsequently has been
instrumental in counselling the victims of traumatic stress in both the military and civilian worlds.
Thursday 10th July
“The Mitfords.” Since her retirement from the world of education,
Muriel Pilkington has come to live in the Cotswolds and is in demand as
a speaker to U3As in the Thames Valley Network area. Her talk deals
with the Faringdon connection to the Mitford sisters as well as highlighting the importance of their Cotswold childhood.
Thursday 14th August
Our Summer Lunch. Details will appear in the July Newsletter. Our
thanks to Steve and Jenny Braithwaite for their continuing hospitality.
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Chairman’s Message
If you were at the AGM you will have heard me say how surprised I was
that I am entering my third and final year as Chairman. I know as we get
older we all say it but I really cannot believe that the time has gone so
quickly.
Again as I said at the AGM, changes are afoot. From now on this news
letter will be produced by Elizabeth Smith, who is taking over from Keith
Thrower. Keith has produced it for the last 5 years and done a wonderful
job. He brought his own ideas into play, as does every editor, and other
changes happened along the way. So Keith a special thank you from all of
us for your hard work, and I know you are very busy in other things but
enjoy the time if you are having it for yourself!
Good luck also for Elizabeth and there will no doubt be changes from her
too, it will be interesting to see what. One of these and I did mention this
at the AGM is the frequency of publication which will become quarterly,
but this will not happen until the end of the year. More details later.
An immediate change and this is only connected to the newsletter because
it was distributed inside, is that we will no longer be producing the
programme card that came out every May. This is because it quickly
becomes out of date, and is frequently lost, so we have decided that it is
unnecessary. Therefore each newsletter will have details of several of the
coming months speakers, and details of all the groups, and contact details.
This information is also of course on the web site. Therefore if you keep
the current newsletter to hand then you should always have the
information available.
What is next on the horizon? The Summer Lunch, seems a while off yet
but nevertheless it will soon roll round. So watch out for details of that in
the July newsletter.
That is the end of my message. I have cut it fine this time as the deadline
is only a couple of days away as I write this, and I was getting concerned
that I wouldn’t manage it. But I have. My excuse? – the builders have
been in and I am all upside down!

Sylvia Bowley
http://faringdon&districtU3A.wordpress.com

4
Faringdon & District U3A Committee 2014/15
Sylvia Bowley

Chairman

01367 241 296
sylkenbow@talktalk.net

John Campbell

Technician

01367 241 748
john-gill.campbell@talk21.com

Simon Coe

Secretary

Liz Cunningham

Membership
Secretary

Peter Foot
Dorothy Garrett

01367 242 626
rickyliz.cunningham@btinternet.com
01367 358 394
p.foot47@gmail.com

Speakers
Co-ordinator

Jenny Goff

01367 240 680
dorothymgarrett@aol.com
01793 782 528
j.goff669@btinternet.com

Linda Leggett

01367 241 430
lindamleggett@hotmail.co.uk

Peter Raven

Groups
Co-ordinator

Peter Smith

ViceChairman

Francoise Stacey
Nigel Wilkinson

01367 240 744
ssjcoe@btinternet.com

01367 810 621
p.raven123@btinternet.com
01367 241 241
pdes_smith@hotmail.com
01367 241 813
barry.stacey@virgin.net
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Committee News
At the last Committee meeting it was noted that:
The sharing of Interest Groups with Carterton U3A has been set up
and details of their groups can be found on our website
The AGM of the 3rd Age Trust will be held in Cirencester on 10th
September
The AGM of the TVN will be held in Benson Village Hall on 9th May
A JazzFest which is being organised by Chiltern U3A will be held on
25th August. More details will be found on Chilton U3A website
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Members’ News
We welcome the following new members:
Carolyn Price ( Abingdon )
Elizabeth Welch ( Black Bourton )
Peter Pettit and Colin Slater ( Faringdon )
Trish Cole ( Highworth )
Dorothy and John Durran ( Lechlade )
Tim Hall ( Longworth )
Phillip Parsons ( Milton-under-Wychwood )
Caroline Pennington ( Shrivenham).

Note from the New Editor
This is my first Newsletter and I would like to thank Keith Thrower for all
his assistance during the handover period. His wise counsel has been
invaluable as I have attempted to master the vagaries of the publishing
software!
Thanks also to Sylvia for her kind wishes as expressed in her Chairman’s
Message.
Thanks, of course, to everyone who has contributed material for this
issue—generally received before the deadline, which is a great help!

Elizabeth Smith

Deadline for July/August 2014 Newsletter
Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor:

Elizabeth Smith, 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon SN7 7JZ
Tel: 01367 241 241; Email: pdes_smith@hotmail.com
by Wednesday 18th June 2014
The July/August Newsletter will be posted to all members in early July
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting—Thursday 13th March

“Adventures of a Civil Engineer”
Colin Reed
After Colin Reed’s talk on 13th
March he emailed to say how
much he appreciated the attention
that he was paid by his audience.
He had never had so many questions before and he took this as a
sign of our interest! He was as
much at the centre of our attention
as the Oresund Bridge itself,
though. He made it
seem a simple matter
to have cut through
the political issues,
the environmental
concerns and the
financial implications so as to get this
lovely bridge completed in a relatively
short time. HS2
Warriors, eat your
hearts out!
Since Denmark is composed of
hundreds of islands, one of the earliest aims was to join parts of Denmark to other parts of itself, and
there is a plan join Denmark to
Germany at some point. But
mainly this is a story of establishing a transport link between Denmark and Sweden. Colin was, as

he put it, “there at the beginning”,
his role being to help the client decide just how to get the link built.
A good rapport with politicians
was essential. Colin’s relaxed approach to this talk, and his ability
to reach across to us by means of a
few light-touch witty comments,
made me think that he must have
been an indispensable team player when
he started work on
the project in the
early 1990s. Bids
from several international companies
were submitted and
presentations had to
be made in English.
At all stages there
was a conflict avoidance team on hand to help if necessary. But not a lawyer in sight – all
members of the team were drawn
internationally from the fields of
engineering, technology, manufacturing and finance.
And did you realise that the bridge
forms only one part of the link?
There is also an artificial peninsular just over two kilometres long,
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stretching from the outskirts of
Copenhagen to a point at sea
where road and rail traffic goes
down a slope into a tunnel. This
avoids problems for planes coming in and out of the airport. From
the tunnel everything climbs another incline, gentle enough for
trains to get traction, to reach a
small artificial island .This is
where much of the maintenance
equipment is kept. From here the
bridge spans the entrance to the
Baltic before taking road and rail
traffic on into Malmo in Sweden.
The Danes and the Swedes drive
their trains on different sides of
the track, so special equipment is
in place to cope with this.
We will probably find it hard to
remember the statistics Colin gave
but three of his stories remain very
clear in my mind. One is the image of the giant bridge sections

(made of British steel, taken to
Spain for fabrication because of the
good climate and cheap labour to
be found there) being towed back
to Malmo for the final construction….However many kilometres
did they travel? Secondly, Colin’s
account of the frozen seas during
the first winter, which caused more
environmental damage than did any
of Halcrow’s dredging work for the
tunnel section. And lastly the
thought of the happy little eider
ducks still undisturbed in their own
special eco-system, living off the
baby herring which dart about
among the fronds of eel grass.
Blissful!
A version of this account by Dorothy Garrett appeared in the April
edition of the “Folly” newspaper.

AGM – Thursday 10th April
The Minutes of last year’s AGM
were accepted with no matters rising. Sylvia started her report by
thanking the committee for their
continued support and special
thanks were given to Mike Iremonger, Doreen Ilott, Fred May and
Sally Higgins all of whom are
stepping down from the committee. The remainder of the commit-

tee were happy to stay on and
Jenny Goff, Peter Raven, Peter
Foot and Simon Coe have all been
elected to the committee unopposed. Peter Smith has been
elected Vice-Chairman and Simon
Coe has agreed to become Secretary. Sylvia also gave special
thanks to Keith Thrower who after
5 years as editor of the newsletter
Continued overleaf
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has now stepped down, with Elizabeth Smith taking over. Sylvia
gave thanks to Pat Purbrick for
continuing to provide us with tea
and biscuits at the monthly meetings. Sylvia went on to say that the
U3A is thriving with a steady
number of new members joining
and new activity groups starting.
Unfortunately we
have lost several
members in the year
all of whom will be
sadly missed.
Sylvia stated that
several things have
been achieved this
year one being that
the newsletter is now
being posted to the
members and also
that we have joined
with Carterton U3A
in using each other’s
groups if we so
wish. If this is
deemed a success
then we may liaise
with Witney U3A to do the same.
The other major achievement for
the year was the re-launch of the
website. More and more information will be added to it and members are being encouraged to use it
on a regular basis as well as the
notice board and newsletter.
The Summer Lunch held in the
garden of Steve and Jenny
Braithwaite’s in August was a

great success with over 100 members attending and plans are being
made for this August. The Open
Day in October was well attended
with many new members being
signed up and the ‘Bit of a Do’ in
December was also a success and
to be repeated in December.
Sylvia ended her report by saying
that she felt her microphone skills had
improved over the
last year and was
pleased that everyone could hear her
especially when her
voice let her down.
The treasurer Nigel
Wilkinson reported
that the accounts
were in good shape
though there was a
small deficit for the
year but the reasons
for this had been
identified and
‘lessons will be
learnt’! Peter Murphy has agreed to continue as Examiner of Accounts for the next
year.
There was no other business so
Sylvia closed the meeting stating
that tea and cake were about to be
served and that there was a quiz to
take part in.
A version of this report by Sally
Higgins should appear in the May
issue of “The Folly”.
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National Trust Residential Visit to North Wales
Forty of us, led by Jenny Braithwaite and courtesy of Barnes Coaches,
travelled to North Wales on our sixth National Trust Group Residential
Visit (i.e. holiday!) to North Wales. We stayed in a seafront hotel in Llandudno where we enjoyed sunny weather, good food and great company.
We stopped at Erdigg on the way and made short journeys from Llandudno to Plas Newydd, with its wonderful Rex Whistler mural, and to
Bodnant, with its spectacular garden. On one day, some took a scenic trip
through the mountains and to Canaervon whilst others stayed to enjoy the
delights of Llandudno and to ascend the Great Orme by its hundred year
old tramway. On our last day we visited Chirk Castle, with its fascinating
history, and arrived home tired but with some delightful memories.
Thanks, Jenny.
Mike Iremonger

View from our
hotel in
Llandudno

Visit to Chirk
Castle
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator
Peter Raven on p.raven123@btinternet.com or 01367 810 621
Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of
groups is provided on page 25.
Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the
Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has
room for new members.
All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but
before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups Coordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest
Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s).
For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester
Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street.

BLUES & ROOTS
Meetings are held at The Bell Hotel, Faringdon at 2.30pm.
Tuesday 27th May
Podcast - 'Weird Lyrics'. The language of pre-war blues is rich with
words and expressions that have vanished and ones that are still
used. Some of these are songs that seem to be from the minstrel tradition
and they use lyrics with meanings that are lost to time. Or maybe the
songs were just always weird, even at the time they were made.
Film - 'You See Me Laughin'. Documentary including rare black & white
footage of RL Burnside, funny stories about touring from Iggy Pop and
John Spencer Blues Explosion, interviews, live performances and personal
anecdotes of the last great North Mississippi bluesmen, and the efforts to
record them.
Tuesday 24th June
Podcast - 'Dealing with the Law'. One of the most difficult things about
living in a discriminatory society is having the law work against you.
Reminiscent of slavery times, black men and women would need the protection of white men to avoid ending in trouble with local police. This pro-

11
tection would often be unavailable for someone living a blues lifestyle.
Film - 'Messin' with the Blues'. Recorded at The Montreux Jazz Festival,
in Switzerland, in 1974, this film captures some of the most influential and
endearing musicians of the century including Chicago Blues legends
Muddy Waters, Buddy Guy and Junior Wells.
For further information or to be added to the mailing list (which usually
includes details of upcoming broadcasts and local live music gigs) please
contact Sheila Donovan at sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk or 01367 243 363.

BRIDGE
All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church
Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park)
from 10.00am to noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given below:
Intermediate
Mon 12th May & Wed 14th May (Declarer Play - tricks by length)
Mon 9th June & Wed 11th June (Declarer Play - more tricks by length)
Mon 23rd June
(Declarer Play - making extra tricks)
Experienced
Wed 28th May
Wed 25th June

(Defence - signalling at trick one)
(Defence - forcing declarer)

If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to
attend.
For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite
(01367 240 929 or steve.bridge1@gmail.com)
Beginners’ Bridge
Improvers – we normally meet on the first and third Tuesdays of the
month – so 6th and 20th May, NOT 3rd but 17th June, and 1st and 15th July
Beginners – for those starting from scratch – we will meet, when holidays
allow, on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month: 13th, 27th May,
10th, 24th April and 8th, 22nd July
Meetings take place at 25 Stallpits Road Shrivenham, starting at 10.00am.
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If you are interested in learning how to play this fascinating game, or
would like more information, please get in touch.
Contact Carolyn Clarkson 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com)
for further information.

CANASTA
We usually meet at 39 Gloucester Street, Faringdon every fortnight on
Tuesday afternoons from 2 pm. - 4 pm. All are welcome both beginners
and experienced players but please call the day before to let us know you
are coming,
Tel: 01367 243 564 or 07870 566 039.
However there will be NO meetings in May as we are away.
We will resume on Tuesday 3rd June and then continue on:
17th June

1st July

15th July

29th July

CIRCLE DANCE
This exciting new group was launched on 20th March. We had a fabulous
afternoon of dance and music, enjoying easy-to-learn dances from England, Greece, Russia and Israel, finishing with a gentle dance to spinetingling music from Romania to celebrate Mothers' Day (the words of the
song translated as "when my mother rocked me she sang to me about
love").
The next meeting will be THURSDAY 19th JUNE (no meeting in May)
from 2.30 to 4pm at the Catholic Church Hall (behind Budgens). We need
a few more people so come and give it a try! Fun gentle exercise in a
friendly group and no partner or experience necessary.
Contact Lilly Dunkley for further details on 01367 820 143 or
lilly@newhaven4.co.uk.

COMPUTING
Nothing is planned for the coming months. I am still open to suggestions
for new or repeated workshops – let me have your ideas. In March and
April we had three sessions for beginners on Android tablets – there may
be more in the pipeline. Again, let me know if you are interested.
Ian Clarkson (01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com).
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CRYPTIC CROSSWORD
We meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about an hour
and three quarters including a refreshment break.
The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’
or ‘The Observer Everyman’ standard. We also look at things of interest to
‘cruciverbalists’, brought together in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued
at the meeting. We even try our hand at compiling crosswords – our latest
was in the Nov-Dec 2013 Newsletter.
The schedule for the next few months is:
23rd May, 27th June, 25th July and 22nd Aug
If you are interested in joining, or would like to know more, contact Peter
Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

EMBROIDERY
The group continues to thrive but instead of our meeting in March we
were able to make a visit to All Saints Convent in Oxford to see their collection of antique embroideries. The group found the visit fascinating, and
it was somewhat daunting to see the standards set by needlewomen in the
past. Something to think about and emulate.
Our usual meetings are on the second Tuesday in the month at 2.00pm.till
4.00pm, at 59, Folly View Road, Faringdon, by kind permission of Maria
Pugh. Absolute beginners and skilled workers are all very welcome.
For more details contact Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680 or suellenpedley@aol.com).

FAB (FARINGDON APPRECIATION OF BERNERS)
We continue to meet on the last Thursday of the month, 10.30 a.m. in
The Library. Although, note the meeting in May is Thursday, 22nd May.
We have purchased a Digital Audio Device (through Faringdon U3A, and
available to groups) for recording interviews with people who had some
connection with Faringdon House/Lord Berners. We are also reading
books written by or about Lord Berners and aim to do Book Reviews for
local publications. All welcome - Lord Berners was indeed a fascinating
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person and there is much to discover about him.
Contact Janet Deane (01367 241 145 or email janet.deane@talk21.com)

FAMILY HISTORY
The Beginners’ group has successfully completed its six session course
but we are not done yet! We are planning a visit to the National Archives
at Kew, hopefully hitching a ride with the Gardening group on Thursday
15th May. There is a limited number of seats available (6 or 7 as I write
this) so it will be first come first served! I hope I have notified all who
might be interested but if I have missed anyone who might like to go
please get in touch.
The next meeting of the Experienced group, aimed at those who have already made significant progress with their research, will be on Friday 31st
May, when we will have another short presentation or two from members
of the group. New members are very welcome to join us. Please contact
me if you want more information.
Family History meetings are held on Fridays at 11.00am, at 25 Stallpits
Road, Shrivenham.
Ian Clarkson (01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com).

FOLK DANCING
Our small but very friendly group meets on the first Thursday of each
month at the Catholic Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car Park).
We will meet at 2.30pm. on 1st May, 5th June and 3rd July.
Contact Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com).

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS
Our next film is an unusual Korean film "Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter ...... and Spring" (2003) which shows a developing relationship between a young boy and a buddhist monk. The film was highly-rated for its
brilliant photography. It is in Korean with English subtitles. It will be
shown at 14 The Pines, Faringdon on Wednesday 4th June, at 2.00pm for
a 2.15pm start.
For more information please contact Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295.
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GARDENERS
th

Thursday 15 May - Visit to Kew Gardens
Thursday 19th June - Visit to Sudeley Castle and Gardens.
For more information please ring either Christina Field on 01367 241
265, or Peter Raven on 01367 810 621 for the Kew Gardens visit.

GOLF CROQUET
Will be held on the following dates (weather permitting)
Monday 12th May
Mondays 2nd June, 16th June, 30th June
at Livingstone House, 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon from 2pm onwards.
No previous experience required.
Contact Steve & Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240 929

HISTORY OF ART
We will meet on 15th May in Faringdon Old Town Hall at 2.00pm, when
Mike Iremonger will continue with his presentation on Neoclassicism. Members will be notified about June's meeting by email, but note
the date, 19th June.
For further information contact Mairead Boyce on 01367 242 494 or
boycemairead@aol.com

JAZZ
Our own version of Desert Island Discs will be heard at the Jazz Group’s
meeting on Monday 12th May in the Library, Gloucester Street, Faringdon, at 10.30am. But, instead of it being just one person’s choice, different
members of the group will play one or two of the jazz tunes they would
take to a desert island with them. Then there’ll be a temporary change of
venue on Monday 9th June when we move to the Bell Hotel in the Market
Place at 10.30am to see a jazz DVD – either another episode of Ken
Burns’s amazing History of Jazz or something equally lively. More details
at our May meeting.
Then as usual we’ll have a summer holiday in July and August and return
to the Library on Monday 8th September at 10.30am when Pete Stone
will be talking about and playing “Duets” to start off our autumn season.
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We meet every second Monday in the month in Faringdon Library, from
10.30am to about noon. We try to cover all aspects of jazz from the early
days to the present time. If you’re interested just turn up. There’s no need
to book or ring in advance. We charge £1 a time to cover costs and tea/
coffee and lemon-drizzle cake.
For more information ring or email
Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or patandeve@wheare.me) or Robin
Ison (01865 821 154 or rrison@chem-intermediates.com).

LOCAL HISTORY
There is no meeting in May, so our next meeting will be on Wednesday
4th June when we shall visit Coleshill Church and also hear about World
War Two Auxiliary Training which took place at Coleshill House. We
will meet at GSCP for car sharing – more information about the visit and
times will be sent to members nearer the date.
On Wednesday 2nd July I have arranged a guided tour of about an hour of
the Merchant’s House in Marlborough; this is run by a charity and so
there will be a charge of £6 per person. We can also visit the Church if
there is time – and there are plenty of tearooms in Marlborough!!! We
shall meet at GSCP for car sharing, leaving promptly at 1.15pm.
Please let me know whether you are coming or not to these visits and if
you are able to give lifts.
A date for your diary - our meeting on Wednesday 6th August will be a
visit to either Malmesbury or Devizes, with lunch if there is sufficient demand; otherwise just an afternoon visit. Further details will be sent out
when finalised.
Contact Sue Thrower (01367 240 848 or smthrower@tiscali.co.uk).

MAH JONG
We usually meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 2.00 –
4.00pm. We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New members are always welcome.
7th May
Marlene’s (Stanford in the Vale)
21st May
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
th
4 June
Marlene’s (Stanford in the Vale)
18th June
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
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2nd July
16th July

Marlene’s (provisional)
Carolyn’s, (provisional)
Please phone or email if you are coming.

For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com, or
Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin@fsmail.net.

MUSIC APPRECIATION
May
23rd June
29th July
Aug
22nd Sept
27th Oct

No Meeting ( Bank Holiday)
Beethoven
TBA
No meeting ( Bank Holiday )
Who else ?
Female composers

All meetings are at 10.15 for 10.30pm on the 4th Monday of the month, in
Faringdon Library. Please let me know whether or not you are coming to
each meeting - preferably before the weekend ( but ring anyway ! )
Contact: Beryl Cooper at 01367 242 908 or beryl.cooper12@gmail.com

OPERA
After April’s wonderful ‘ Tosca’ from the Royal Opera House, for May
we shall be exploring Russian opera with Modest Mussorgsky’s ‘Boris
Godunov’ from the Metropolitan Opera, New York; the first showing will
be on 5 May with the 2nd, 3rd and 4th showings following throughout the
month. In June the opera will be Vivaldi’s ‘Orlando Furioso’ from San
Francisco Opera and then the 2013-14 season will end in July with Beethoven’s ‘Fidelio’ from Valencia Palau de les Artsopera.
To accommodate all who wish to attend, there will be four showings:
First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon:
01367 240 713) usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A
Monthly Meeting. Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm;
The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, Faringdon: 01367 241 295);

18
The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines, Faringdon: 01367 241 430) typically starting at 2:30pm finishing at approximately 5:30pm;
The fourth showing will at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham
Road, Faringdon: 01367 240 713) starting at 2:30pm finishing at approximately 5:30pm.
For details please contact Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or anthony.burdall@burdall.net), Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or Linda
Leggett (01367 241 430).
Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera.

PHILOSOPHICAL QUOTATIONS
We meet on the second Tuesday of the month from 2.30 to 4.00pm in
the Faringdon Library. All are welcome The next 2 meetings will be on
Tuesday 13th May and Tuesday 10th June.
Please let me know whether or not you will be coming by 7.00 pm on the
Friday preceding the meeting at the latest.
Contact Cheng Yee Lowe (01367 243 070) for more information.

PHOTOGRAPHY
After the April expedition to the Ashmolean Museum, the meeting for
May will be ‘Photo and monthly assignment review’ plus discussion
‘What works in Black & White?’ This will be on Wednesday 7th May.
June’s meeting will be a photographic expedition to River Thames
‘Boating on the river’ and then the 2013-2014 season will finish in July
with a ‘Photo review’ and selecting ‘annual photos’.
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at
2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel:
01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net). All photographers
welcome.
Please let Anthony know if you wish to come along.
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POETRY
The poetry group will meet in Faringdon Library a t 10.30am. on Monday
19th May when the subject will be Sport, and on Monday 16th June when
the subject will be Speed/movement.
Write or bring poems on the topic or just come and listen. All are welcome.
For more information contact Joan Whittaker (01367 241 009).

QUIZ
May 9th

June 13th

July 11th

Question: who wrote ‘Cider with Rosie’ – Know the answer? Then come
along to our group! They vary of course but are good fun! Get your little
grey cells working!
In the Old Town Hall, Faringdon at 10.00am on the above Fridays.
For details contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net).

RAMBLING
All my walks are, as usual, subject to successful recce`s. I will try to get
any major changes on to the web site prior to the walk.
Because of certain circumstances I have revised the programme for the next two
months.
The next walk is Thursday 22nd May (Walks in the Cotswolds).

The pub has requested pre - ordering of food so could you let me know in
good time if you are coming so that I can arrange this. Also, because we
will be using a private car park, please inform me as early as possible if
you will be willing or wanting to drive
The Walk
We start off with a walk of about ½ mile to the Northleach centre then a
circular walk of a wee bit over 4 ½ miles. After lunch a part circular walk
in the afternoon of about 2 miles back to the cars. This has been brought
forward from the original programme.
Meet at GSCP for car sharing at 09.45 am It takes about 45 minutes to
get there, so please be prompt.
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Thursday 26th June
I am assuming that this pub may require pre – ordering of food also.
This month we will be attempting the cancelled walk from February,
which is one of about 7 ½-8 miles from Fyfield with around 4 miles to the
pub at Appleton for lunch.
Meet at 9.45 outside The Crown to catch the Oxford Bus. Don`t forget
your bus passes.
Contact Ken Bowley (01367 241 296 or kenbowalker@gmail.com).

RECORDER CONSORT
The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
Members play instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows
access to a wide range of music. Since we started in 2013, the quality of
our playing has improved significantly. We recently played for the Faringdon United Church Women’s Fellowship Group Daffodil Tea and may be
playing a few pieces at the Summer Lunch in August.
We meet in the afternoons of the third and last Thursday of the month at
10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting at 2.30pm. Sessions are
of about two hours duration including a break for refreshments.
The schedule planned for the rest of 2014 is:
15th and 29th May
17th and 31st July
18th and 25th September
20th and 27th November

19th and 26th June
21st and 28th August
16th and 30th October
18th December

If you are interested in joining (even if you haven’t played for a while), or
would like to know more, contact Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or
pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
There is no meeting in May so our next meeting will be on Tuesday 3rd
June with a guided tour of Hook Norton Brewery, starting at 2.00pm.
The cost will be £9.50 per person, including a tasting session after the
tour. I need to let the Brewery know numbers in advance so please let me
know by Friday 23rd May whether you will be coming and if you need or
can give a lift by car. Regrettably the Brewery itself is not suitable for
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people with walking difficulties as there are many steep stairs to negotiate;
the Visitor Centre with museum is, however, easily accessible.
Our meeting on Tuesday 1st July will be a talk – details will be circulated
to Group members once finalised and included in the next Newsletter. In
the meantime, please note the date.
For more information contact Keith Thrower (01367 240 848 or
keith.thrower@tiscali.co.uk). All welcome.

SCRABBLE
We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00 - 4.00pm. We are
a friendly and welcoming group and always pleased when new members
come along. Just give us a ring please to let us know you are coming, as
space is limited.
Monday 12th May
Monday 9th June
Monday 14th July

Sylvia's (53 Town End Road, Faringdon)
Lynn's (14 Spinage Close, Faringdon)
Sylvia's (as above)

For further information contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296) or Lynn
Pettit (01367 242 019).

STROLLERS
th

Tuesday 27 May
The May walk will be led by Pam Walsh in the pretty Windrush valley
around Minster Lovell. Meet at Gloucester Street Car Park at 10.30am for
car sharing to Minster Lovell. A fairly flat 3 mile walk with a pub lunch
half way round. Only one stile! Please let Pam know if you are coming
so car sharing can be arranged.
For more information contact Pam Walsh (01367 244 804)
Please wear boots, and bring waterproofs and water.
Please note that there will be no walk in June.
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SUNDAY LUNCH
Sunday 18thMay
I hope that this will be at The Horse and Jockey at Stanford in the Vale,
which has now reopened following the fire last year. Very nice it is too!
For more information or to book, contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296
or sylkenbow@talktalk.net)
Sunday 15thJune
The Old Crown, Market Place, Faringdon.
Carvery £6.95; Dessert and/or coffee also available.
Please note that the restaurant is situated upstairs
For more information or to book contact Sheila Donovan (01367 243 363;
Text: 07780 796 143; Email: sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk).

THEATREGOERS
We have had four very successful visits to the theatre so far this year.
We look forward to the production of 'A Bunch of Amateurs' at the
Watermill Theatre on 5thJune. There is one spare ticket and three spare
places on the coach (need to book own ticket). Lunch beforehand is being
arranged.
We have two spare tickets for King Lear on Tuesday 29th July in the Old
Schools Quad, Oxford, at 7.45 pm. Cost: £26.50. Closing date for payment is 22nd May. Enquiries and payment to Margaret Starr (01367
240201, 1a Gravel Walk, Faringdon).
There are now 72 members of the Group, but ALL members are welcome
to join in with any visit. Details on the website are regularly updated.
Sue Manners, Margaret Starr, Janet Deane (janet.deane@talk21.com)
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WINE APPRECIATION
We normally run two sessions a month, on the third and fourth Tuesday of
each month, at 2.00pm. Meetings are held at 3 Sadlers Close, Highworth
Road, Faringdon. The sessional charge is £6.50, with 7-9 wines being tasted.
Topics for the next meetings are:
20th and 27th May:
The (almost) A-Z of Italian grape varieties - Pt 1
17th and 24th June:
Riesling – will its time ever come?
15th and 22nd July:
Classic Wine Regions – White Burgundy
th
th
19 and 26 August: Wines of the Eastern Mediterranean
Please contact Charles Garrett (CharlesMGarrett@aol.com or 01367 240
680) for further details, especially if you would be interested in joining the
Group. Only three places for new members are currently available. Because of the limit on the number of tasting samples obtainable from a bottle, places may not be available at short notice for particular sessions.

Thames Valley Network

Historic Pathways Project
Study Day in Uffington – yes! - this side of the network for a change! The
date is Friday 23rd May and there will be a keynote speaker from The
Friends of the Ridgeway. There will also be opportunities for short and
medium length guided walks along historic paths and routes that include
historic buildings. In addition the Thomas Hughes Museum will open
especially for us. The provisional programme is available on a flyer at
http://www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk/Uffington%20flyer.pdf but as I write it is
a little out of date. The walk I am leading will not include The White
Horse but will follow much of the Uffington Parish Trail. I’m hoping to
persuade someone else to lead the two mile circuit of White Horse Hill
and Uffington Castle!
I am more than happy to receive emails and phone calls if you wish to
know more, or to find out the current state of affairs.
Ian Clarkson, 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com
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Thames Valley Network Study Day:
“Treasures of the Ashmolean”
A very enthusiastic group of U3A members travelled into Oxford from all
parts of the TVN area to the Ashmolean Museum on April 23rd. Several
Faringdon members attended and we had a really good day. Please let
Anthony Burdall know if you have an idea for a topic which you think
would make good Study Day material. Also, look out for the information
about TVN events in our Newsletter and on the website.
One of the Museum’s Education Officers first explained the historical
beginnings of the collections. The Tradescants (father and son)
unwittingly began it all. As plantsmen and gardeners, they travelled
extensively in Europe and Russia and were able to make collections of
“rarities and curiosities”. Needing somewhere permanent and spacious in
which to display their finds, they bought a house in Lambeth. Here they
were helped by Elias Ashmole who realised the value and educational
importance of the exhibits. With his money and influence he enabled the
Lambeth museum to flourish. The museum has seen its most recent
changes with the development of the new buildings in Beaumont Street.
Also before lunch we heard a talk from another really knowledgeable
enthusiast. Since 1976 Dinah Reynolds has been a volunteer, guiding and
helping visitors (and Ashmolean staff) in matters relating to Ceramics.
She had with her a small collection of ancient Chinese and Japanese
bowls. She spoke about firing techniques and glazes as well as explaining
how knowledge of Eastern design and production methods spread steadily
westwards into Europe.
After lunch we were able to meet her again in smaller groups and to
handle the items. We also studied just a few paintings, one or two
extremely well-known and others less so, and were taken to see the
collection of ancient stringed instruments. The highlight here was
probably the oldest violin anyone has found to date, made in Cremona in
1564. Finally my group spent some time looking at ancient Chinese
pottery finds and learning a little about the meaning of some written
characters and seals. In the time available we could only see a tiny
number of the museum’s treasures but it is only about 18 miles from
Faringdon so we have no excuse for not getting back there to see more!
Dorothy Garrett
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FARINGDON GROUPS
Astronomy
John Campbell
01367 241748
Blues & Roots
Sheila Donovan
01367 243363
Books
Kay Chamberlain
Group full
Bridge - All levels
Steve Braithwaite
01367 240929
Canasta
Shaena Whitney
01367 243564
Cinema Goers
Pauline Waywell
01367 242354
Circle Dance
Lilly Dunkley
01367 820143
Classic Jazz
Patrick Wheare
01367 241927
Computing & Tablets
Ian Clarkson
01793 782836
Cryptic Crosswords
Peter Smith
01367 241241
Embroidery
Suellen Pedley
01367 710680
Fab (Faringdon Appreciation of Berners) Janet Deane
01367 241145
Family History
Ian Clarkson
01793 782836
Folk Dancing
Val Hudspeth
01367 241035
Foreign Language Films
Robin Stewart
01367 241295
French Conversation
Françoise Stacey
Group full
French Intermediate & Advanced Carolyn Williams
Group full
Golf Croquet (summer)
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
History
Mike Iremonger
01367 241361
History of Art
Mairead Boyce
01367 242494
Intermediate Italian
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
iPad - short courses, occ.
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Holidays
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Language Taster
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
Local History
Sue Thrower
01367 240848
Mah Jong
Carolyn Clarkson
01793 782836
Military History
Bjorn Watson
01793 782748
Music Appreciation
Beryl Cooper
01367 242908
National Trust
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
Opera
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Philosophical Quotations
Cheng Yee Lowe
Contact Chairman
Photography
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Poetry
Joan Whittaker
01367 241009
Quilting
Valerie Burdall
01367 240713
Quiz
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Rambling
Ken Bowley
01367 241296
Recorder Consort
Peter Smith
01367 241241
Science & Technology
Keith Thrower
01367 240848
Scrabble
Lynn Pettit/Sylvia Bowley
242019/241296
Slimmers
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
Spanish - Intermediate
Robin Stewart
Group full
Strollers
Rona Bingham/Lynn Pettit
241384/242019
Sunday Lunch
Sheila Donovan/Sylvia Bowley 243363/241296
Theatre Goers
Janet Deane
01367 241145
Wine Appreciation
Charles Garrett
01367 240680
Yoga
Jane Archer
01793 782876
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Faringdon U3A members might find that Carterton U3A runs a group or
groups which they could be interested in joining. If so, Faringdon members should contact the appropriate Carterton Group Leader for more information and determine if a place is available. If they do join a Carterton
Group, the only charge levied by that Group will be that normally incurred e.g. venue charge or refreshments.

CARTERTON GROUPS
ART
PAT WARD
BADMINTON
JO STRONG
BOOK READING
ROSEMARY HOGBIN
BOWLS
KEN GILLIANS
BRIDGE
BENITA WALLACE
CANASTA
KEN GILLIANS
CARD MAKING
MAUREEN SIMPSON
COMPUTING
MARTIN MCBRIDE
CRAFTS
MARGARET MORRIS
CRIBBAGE (DAY TIME) JOAN EXLEY
CYCLING
PAM HOWARD
DANCING
VAL THOMAS
DARTS
IAN WRIGHT
DIGITAL
PHOTOGRAPHY
JOHN POLLOCK
FAMILY HISTORY
PAT WARD
FRENCH
JANICE MITCHELL
FUN WITH WINE
MIKE MOORE
HISTORY
WENDY MORGAN
LUNCHEON CLUB
KEN GILLIANS
OUTINGS
PAM HOWARD
SCIENCE &
TECHNOLOGY
IAN WRIGHT
SEWING
JANET BENFIELD
SCRABBLE
PAT WARD
STEAM TRAINS
BRIAN CROSSLAND
SUNDAY LUNCH
KEN/EVELINE GILLIANS
TABLE TENNIS
HAZEL CARTER
WALKING
PAM HOWARD
WHIST
EVELINE GILLIANS

01993 843832
01993 840630
01993 845010
01993 843309
01993 841479
01993 843309
01993 837078
01993 845169
01993 840164
01993 843128
01993 844631
01993 841246
01993 842686
01993 845945
01993 843832
01993 837440
01993 845849
01993 842663
01993 843309
01993 944631
01993 842686
01993 201328
01993 843832
01993 212654
01993 843309
01993 843035
01993 844631
01993 843309
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Science &
Technology
Group April
Visit to
Crofton
Pumping
Station

Members at the
Photographic
Group’s Study
Day held on 12
February 2014

