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Meetings Calendar 
 

Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each 

month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a wel-

come from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting 

speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group 

Leaders and socialise.  

 

Thursday 11th September 
 

“The Music of Bach and Sons”. Dr. John Winter will talk about the 

lives and music of this gifted, but often controversial, family. They had 

battles with Church authorities and with local bureaucrats. At the time the 

music of the sons, especially that of C.P.E. Bach, was more highly re-

garded than the work of their father. This led to some hot-tempered out-

bursts from one or other family member at times. 

John studied at Trinity College of Music in London and later gained a 

Ph.D. at the University of East Anglia for a dissertation on contemporary 

church music. For many years he combined the activities of Senior Lec-

turer at Trinity, freelance organist and accompanist, and continuing re-

search. His life now includes organ playing, piano teaching and a large 

amount of work in Adult Education in the Hertfordshire area. 

Tuesday 7th October 
 

Annual Open Day. Details on Page 9 
 

Thursday 9th October 
 

Please note: Dr Colin Bayliss, who was due to talk on ‘The Channel Tun-

nel’, is indisposed. 
 

We are pleased to announce that Roger Vlitos,  a seasoned freelance lec-

turer, publisher and writer on photography, art and history will be speak-

ing this month. Roger has recently become Assistant Curator of the      

Faringdon Collection of Art at Buscot Park, Oxfordshire and Brompton 

Square, London where he works with Lord Faringdon to preserve and  

2 
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promote his family's private collection of art, as well as new additions to 

their historic landscape and formal gardens. The title and details of 

Roger’s talk will be available on the website 

[faringdon&districtU3A.wordpress.com] in early October. 

 
 

Thursday 13th November 
 

“Britain and Europe: What next?” This year and next will see various 

Elections which will highlight the importance of this question. Today’s 

speaker is Jonathan Scheele who held the first EU Visiting Fellowship at 

St. Antony’s College in Oxford in 2009-2010. He has recently come to the 

end of a second Fellowship there but, luckily for us, he is still in Oxford 

and was able to put us in his Diary without worrying about the need to 

return to Brussels. For most of his career he has held significant posts in 

the European Commission there. 

 

Thursday 11th December 
 

Christmas Lunch.  

For Christmas, again this year we have a 'Bit of a Do'. Catering will be as 

last year by Sadlers, with waitress service. However, it is too early at the 

moment to finalise the arrangements, so watch out for announcements at 

meetings, posters on the notice board and details on the website. When the 

details are published, please get your reservation in as soon as possible to 

avoid disappointment.  
 

The lunch will be followed by a presentation entitled “My Grand-

mother’s Diaries” by Dominic and Naomi Bullock who are coming to 

help mark the 100th Anniversary of the start of WW1.  
 

This presentation is, of course, open to you all, whether or not you are 

attending the lunch. 
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Chairman’s Message 
 

First and foremost, how many of you remembered that the newsletter will 

now be every three months? I think it will take a little getting used to, and 

the group leaders will be endeavouring to put the information in it, BUT if 

not it will be on the website. Please use the website, no it is not complete 

but that is because a lot of information is missing from it, this we hope 

will change over the coming months! 

We have recently had the garden party and we did it again! In spite of our 

fears and the weather forecast, we had reasonable weather. It was chillier 

than recently but still a reasonable temperature and it only rained once! 10 

minutes heavy rain, with a rumble or two of thunder, and then finished.  

Over 100 people came again, all bringing the most fantastic array of food. 

The salmon supplied by Sadlers was superb, quiches by Hare in the 

Woods, ham from Pat Thomas and other things all supplied by local 

companies. During our time we had circle dancing, the recorder consort 

played, and even a quiz for which there was a prize; all said they enjoyed 

it, and we, the organizers, although tired, were also pleased and a 

tremendous thank you goes to Steve and Jenny Braithwaite without whose 

garden, and gazebos, it couldn't happen! 

Before I forget I have had a message from Keith Thrower to say that, after 

several years he is stepping down as the leader of the Science and 

Technology group. He has managed this group superbly, with a mixture of 

visits to local industries, lectures, and days out too.  I think the group has 

always been well supported. But now of course if it is to continue the 

group needs a new leader. Someone out there must have the same 

enthusiasm for all things scientific and of modern invention, so if you feel 

that you could, then speak to Keith or Ken Bowley.  Thank you Keith. 

When we had our AGM we started the year with a full committee, 

unfortunately one has already had to drop out and another one is unwell so 

may have to do. I am therefore starting to make begging noises! The 

people we need are the newer younger members. It is you who will 

hopefully have fresh new ideas and the energy to carry them out.  We now 

have more than 430 members and there are probably no more than 100 of 

you who take an active part in the running of things. We are successful 

because of this energy. When I say 100 that includes group leaders and 

those have been committee members in the past. We do you see only stay 

on the committee for a set time (3 years). This can be extended (as in my 

case!) but you can also step down whenever you want. So don't say you 
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cannot help because you are new, YOU are the ones we want. You could 

join us anytime as a co-opted member, or could just volunteer for after 

next April. Just speak to myself or Ken Bowley who is the new Group Co-

ordinator. 

The open day on 7th October is approaching fast. It is where group leaders 

get the chance to 'sell' their wares so to speak. It is an interesting morning, 

with free tea and coffee, for you to pop in as you will and wander around 

speaking to other members, or group leaders, and possibly finding out 

about other groups. It is also of course to attract new members and this we 

usually manage to do fairly well (onwards and upwards!). But not JUST 

new members, but all of you. Please come - doors open at 10 am. 

For Christmas, again this year we have a 'Bit of a Do', on the usual second 

Thursday in December and catering will be as last year, by Sadlers, with 

waitress service. However it is too early at the moment to finalise the 

arrangements so watch out for the announcement at meetings, posters on 

the notice board and details on the website. When the details appear please 

get your reservation in as there has to be a limit and it is usually popular. 

Although the December talk this year is not seasonal it is pertinent to the 

year we have had and the commemoration. The talk is 'My Grandmother's 

Diaries' which includes reference to the First World War. This will be 

after the lunch and the session will then be open to all members as well as 

those that attended the lunch. 

I have had much to say this time so bear with me, sometimes I can think of 

little to say! 

 

Sylvia Bowley 
http://faringdon&districtU3A.wordpress.com   

Deadline for Winter 2014 Newsletter 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor: 

Elizabeth Smith, 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon SN7 7JZ 

Tel: 01367 241 241; Email: pdes_smith@hotmail.com  

by Wednesday 19th November 2014 

The Winter Newsletter will cover the period December, January and February.  

It will be posted to all members in early December. 

http://faringdon&districtU3A.wordpress.com
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Committee News 
 

As the Chairman notes in her message, one Committee member, Peter 

Raven, has resigned. Ken Bowley has been co-opted and will act as 
Groups Co-ordinator until the next AGM.  

Faringdon & District U3A Committee 2014/15 

Sylvia Bowley Chairman 01367 241 296 
sylkenbow@talktalk.net 

Ken  Bowley Groups  

Co-ordinator 

01367 241 296 
kenbowalker@gmail.com 

John Campbell Technician /

Web Co-ord 

01367 241 748 
john-gill.campbell@talk21.com 

Simon Coe Secretary 01367 240 744 
ssjcoe@btinternet.com 

Liz Cunningham Membership 

Secretary 

01367 242 626 
rickyliz.cunningham@btinternet.com 

Peter Foot Thames Val-

ley Rep  

01367 358 394 
p.foot47@gmail.com 

Dorothy Garrett Speakers  

Co-ordinator 

01367 240 680 
dorothymgarrett@aol.com 

Jenny Goff  01793 782 528 
j.goff669@btinternet.com 

Linda Leggett Publicity 

Secretary  

01367 241 430 
lindamleggett@hotmail.co.uk 

Peter Smith Vice-  

Chairman 

01367 241 241 
pdes_smith@hotmail.com 

Francoise Stacey Venue Book-

ing Officer  

01367 241 813 
barry.stacey@virgin.net 

Nigel Wilkinson Treasurer 01367 242 809 
nwilkinson@btinternet.com 

Members’ News 

 

We welcome the following new members:   Christine Moorhouse,  Peter & 

Susan Wentworth  and Irene Gravestock  (all from Faringdon). 
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FLAG (Faringdon Library Associates Group) 
 

U3A members who are library users will know that Faringdon Library is 

now being supported by volunteers. Some time ago and due to budget re-

ductions Oxfordshire County Council decided to close some libraries in 

the county as it struggled to meet its budget. This action was typical of 

councils throughout the country.  
 

There were country-wide protests and soon after this O.C.C. agreed to 

keep all 43 Oxfordshire libraries open by reducing some staff hours and 

using unpaid volunteers. Assessed and graded by O.C.C. as a Community 

Plus Library, Faringdon needed to find volunteers to cover 19 hours per 

week.  
 

With the help of OCC and after locally publicising the situation including 

attendance at the U3A Open Day where more than a dozen interested 

members were enrolled, a support group was formed and is now known as 

FLAG (Faringdon Library Associates Group).  
 

We now have around 25 associates, 18 of which work in the library, the 

core being U3A members. 
 

These volunteers have been working in Faringdon Library since early May 

in preparation for the formal change-over which happened in early Au-

gust. Our volunteers are now formally in place.  
 

Everyone is welcome to join FLAG; you may just wish to become an As-

sociate to show your support and help to shape the local Library services 

or importantly help in the Library as a working volunteer.  
 

For those Associates who wish to be a working volunteer full training is 

given when you will be shown how the library systems work, what duties 

you will perform and what Oxfordshire Libraries provide for the commu-

nity.  
 

If you decide to become a volunteer worker you can work half a shift, a 

full shift (3 hours), regularly once a week or once a month, or on any day 

that suits you and fits into the library schedule.  
 

We can always use more associates and volunteers so if you are interested 

please contact me or Sheena Gutteridge, Faringdon Library Manager 

01367 240 311  
 

David Turner FLAG Working Volunteer Co-ordinator 

E-mail: pandat24@gmail.com  
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Muriel Pilkington calls this talk 

“The Mitfords in the Cotswolds” 

and has done much of the work for 

it since retiring to the area. History 

is her subject but the demands of 

working life meant that she had 

little time until recently to pursue 

the research. After joining her lo-

cal History society in the Witney 

area she discovered material which 

has now enabled her to construct 

this history of the Mitford family. 

Ours was her third U3A visit in a 

week, apparently, so many people 

in the Thames Valley Network 

area will have heard her vigorous 

and enthusiastic talk.  

The Mitfords’ story began in the 

north more than 1,000 years ago 

when a group of Vikings landed on 

the Northumbrian coast, worked 

their way inland and settled in a 

spot where they built a fortress .A 

century later, they had developed a 

village here, situated between two 

fordable streams which provided 

its water. Hence the place name 

which became the family name 

Mitford. Part of the same story 

centres on Richard Bertram, one of 

William the Conqueror’s hench-

men, sent north after 1066 to ex-

tend and consolidate William’s 

power-base. He was ordered to 

marry one of the village girls from 

Mitford. This was Sybil, the first 

known Mitford girl.  

The descendants of Richard and 

Sybil went on to acquire wealth 

and prominence, and either fame or 

notoriety. Muriel set out four char-

acteristics which she thinks the 

family has always displayed. They 

have been good at acquiring land; 

have tended to marry well; have 

been generous benefactors of the 

State Church and finally (sadly for 

some of them) have sometimes 

supported dubious causes. The last 

point was well understood by 

members of the audience.  

A period of about 500 years, en-

compassing the reigns of the Tu-

dors and Stuarts and the Restora-

tion saw members of the family 

become powerful national figures 

and successful businessmen. Their 

increasing wealth enabled them to 

buy more imposing estates. We 

saw photos of many family mem-

bers and of their houses. Details 

emerged as to the family strengths 

and weaknesses, including relation-

ships which failed and episodes of 

Meeting—Thursday 10th July 
 

“The Mitfords in the Cotswolds” 

Muriel Pilkington 

ACTIVITIES REPORTS 
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sadness, especially in the Boer 

War and in WWI. This was the 

period when many of the names 

mentioned by Mrs. Pilkington 

were familiar to us; Winston Chur-

chill for example was a friend of 

the young David Freeman Mitford 

and they served together in the 

Army.  

David and his wife Sydney 

Bowes, with their family of six 

girls and one boy became the fo-

cus of the last part of the talk. We 

heard how the family moved into 

the newly-built Swinbrook House 

in 1926 and how, when it was sold 

ten years later, the financial gain 

enabled them to buy a London 

home and a Scottish island. We 

heard about their sometimes un-

usual education and a family life 

which could seem very chaotic. 

Muriel has met people who have 

worked for the family or remember 

them as neighbours. It was interest-

ing and fun to be drawn into their 

world as she gave her talk.   

A version of this account by Doro-

thy Garrett appeared in the August 

edition of the “Folly” newspaper. 

 

With Mrs. Pilkington’s permission we were able to make a recording of 

this talk. If you missed it or if you would like to hear it again, a CD is 

available to borrow. Please contact Dorothy Garrett for details. 

OPEN DAY 
 

We are having an Open Day again this year to be held at the Corn Ex-

change on Tuesday 7th October between 10:00 am. and 12:00 noon. 
 

While it is primarily designed to attract new members you, our existing 

members, are welcome to come along, have a browse  round,                         

and have a chat with the Leaders of Groups that you do not attend about 

their particular group activities.      

                                                     

If you think non-members you know may be interested in joining us, 

please tell them about our Open Day. 
 

Free Tea and Biscuits  
 

Ken Bowley Groups Coordinator                                                                 

Tel: 01367 241 296                                                                                          

Email:  kenbowalker@gmail.com 
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Quarterly Newsletter  

Implications for your U3A Website 

 
Members will have gathered that the Newsletter will now be issued 

quarterly. This means that Group Leaders and other contributors will 

need to submit copy up to four months in advance of some of their 

events. It is inevitable that some details will be altered – events may 

be cancelled, timings or venues may change, and new events could 

be arranged. 
 

This is where YOUR  U3A website becomes more relevant and im-

portant. John Campbell and I will ensure, as far as we are able, that 

ALL additions and amendments to events in the current Newsletter 

will be posted on the Home Page of the Website.  
 

If this “Stop Press” system is to work two things have to happen: 
 

1. Group Leaders and other Contributors must let us know of the 

changes. 

2. Members must get into the habit of looking at the Website regu-

larly – even if it is only the Home Page. 
 

Please send amendments to: 

  

Ian Clarkson via ian.clarkson@gmail.com  

or 

John Campbell via john-gill.campbell@talk21.com 
 

The website address is http://faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com/  
 

If you haven’t visited yet, why not do so now, and then bookmark 

the site for your regular visits! 

 

Ian Clarkson 

mailto:ian.clarkson@gmail.com
mailto:john-gill.campbell@talk21.com
http://faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com/
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Notes for Members 
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator 

Ken Bowley Tel 01367 241 296 or email kenbowalker@gmail.com  

Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of 

groups is provided on page 27. 

Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the 

Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has 

room for new members.  

All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but 

before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups Co-

ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest 

Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s). 

For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester 

Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street. 

BLUES & ROOTS 

Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday each month at The Bell Hotel, 

Faringdon at 2.30pm. 

Tuesday 23rd September 
Podcast: 'Dog Blues'. From police dogs to low-down cheats, depression 

and companionship. 

Film: 'The Soul of a Man'. Director Wim Wenders includes rare archival 

footage, documentary scenes and a fictional sequence to tell the story of 

Skip James, Blind Willie Johnson and JB Lenoir. 

Tuesday 28th October 
Podcast: 'Furniture Man Blues'. Instalment plans became common in the 

1920s for all kinds of goods but making payments was not easy.  

Film: 'Bluesland: A Portrait in American Music'. A uniquely creative and 

highly visual look at American blues, Bluesland travels the expansive 

landscape of the music, tracing its roots from the beginning of the 20th 

century and historically follows the music's many tributaries as blues 

flows into the sophisticated jazz of Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington and 

Count Basie, the rhythm and blues of Louis Jordan and Dinah Washing-

ton, and the rock and roll of Chuck Berry and Elvis. 
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Tuesday 25th November 
Podcast: 'Illinois Central Railroad and Cannonball Train'. Train songs are 

one of the cornerstones of the blues. The Cannonball was just a nickname 

for a fast train, particularly the one that ran from New Orleans to Chicago 

and the subject of many great songs, usually about a man getting away 

from some kind of trouble. 

Film: 'Georgia Blues: Blind Willie McTell'. This documentary is a biopic 

of the legendary Georgia blues-man Blind Willie McTell, created by 

David Fulmer for Georgia Public Television and is a part of the South 

Georgia Folklife Collection at Valdosta State University Archives and 

Special Collections. 

Please note there will be no meeting in December. 
 

For further information or to be added to the mailing list please contact 

Sheila Donovan at sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk or 01367 243 363. 
 

BRIDGE 

All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church 

Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park) 

from 10am to noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given below: 

Intermediate 
Mon 8th Sept & Wed 10th Sept  (Suit contracts - winners and losers) 

No lessons in October 

Mon 17th Nov & Wed 19th Nov (Suit contracts - play at trick 1)  
 

Experienced  
No lessons in September or October 

Wed 26
th

 Nov    (Defensive Play) 
 

If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to 

attend. 

For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite  

(01367 240 929 or steve.bridge1@gmail.com) 
 

 

December Bridge Party 
 

Wed 10th Dec from 10am to 3pm, in the Corn Exchange, Faringdon. 

This will be a fun session for members of all U3A Bridge groups. 

There will be no charge. Drinks and prizes will be provided. 

You just need to bring food to share. 

Please let me know (in November), if you are able to attend, so I know 

how many tables to take and set up. 

mailto:sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk
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Beginners’ Bridge 

Improvers – we normally meet on the first and third Tuesdays of the 

month – so 2nd, 16th September, 7th *, 21st October and 18th November 

(no meeting 4th November) 

*Please note that this is the same date as the U3A Open Morning 

 

Beginners – this group started from scratch almost a year ago. We meet, 

when holidays allow, on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month: 

9th and 23rd September, 14th and 28th October, 25th November (no meet-

ing 11th November) 

Meetings take place at 25 Stallpits Road Shrivenham, starting at 10.00am. 

If you are interested in learning how to play this fascinating game, or 

would like more information, please get in touch. 

Contact Carolyn Clarkson 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com) 

for further information.  
 

CANASTA 
 

We meet fortnightly on Tuesday afternoons from 2 pm. - 4 pm. at 39 

Gloucester Street, Faringdon  SN7 7JA  All are welcome both beginners 

and experienced players but please call the day before to let us know you 

are coming,  

Dates for September, October and November are: 
 

9th /23rd September      7th  / 21st  October  4th / 18th November 
 

Contact Shaena Whitney  01367 243 564 or 07870 566 039. 
 

CIRCLE DANCE  
 

It was wonderful to have so many people join in our dances at the Summer 

Party (despite the short downpour half-way through!). With some new re-

cruits on board, we're now looking forward to a wonderful afternoon of 

dances in November and December.    

The Circle Dance group will meet on the 3rd Thursday of November -  

20th November - in the Catholic Church Hall (behind Budgens) at 2.30pm 

to 4pm (with a break for tea and biscuits). It will be a fun afternoon of 

gentle dances from different countries to celebrate Autumn. 

On 18th December we will have a mixture of gentle dances to spine-

tingling music from different countries to celebrate the coming of Christ-

mas. 

mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com
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Do come and give the group a try - remember our motto is "there are no 

mistakes, only variations" - so no experience or partner needed..  

Just come along or contact Lilly Sell  01367 820 143 or email 

lilly@newhaven4.co.uk. 

 
COMPUTING/TABLETS 

 

There are no classes running at the moment. This may change in the au-

tumn, particularly after the Open Morning in October. Suggestions for 

Workshop sessions are always welcome. Please feel free to get in touch if 

you think there is a need for the laptop or tablet group to resume. 
 

Ian Clarkson, 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com 

 
CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 

 

We meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10 Leam-

ington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about an hour 

and three quarters including a refreshment break. 

The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’ 

or ‘The Observer Everyman’ standard. We also look at things of interest to 

‘cruciverbalists’, brought together in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued 

at the meeting. We even try our hand at compiling crosswords and are 

compiling one to submit one to the U3A magazine Third Age Matters.  

The schedule for the next few months is:  

 26thSept,  24thOct,  28thNov and 23rd Jan 

If you are interested in joining, or would like to know more, contact Peter 

Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

 

EMBROIDERY 

 

The group  meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 2.00 pm at 59 

Folly View Road, by kind permission of Mrs Maria Pugh. Experienced 

and absolute beginners are welcome.  
 

For more details contact Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680  

or suellenpedley@aol.com). 

 

mailto:ian.clarkson@gmail.com
mailto:suellenpedley@aol.com
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FAB (FARINGDON APPRECIATION OF BERNERS) 
 

We continue to interview local people who have had connections with 

Faringdon House and/or Lord Berners. We are also finding many new ave-

nues to explore:  a leaflet for use by tourists, reviewing books by or about 

Lord Berners - to be published in the local media - and a concert of some 

of his music. In June our monthly meeting was held in the Folly Tower, 

with grateful thanks to Peter Wentworth.  At the end of August we are 

joining the Betjeman Society to be given a tour of Faringdon House by 

Sofka Zinovieff, the granddaughter of Robert Heber-Percy. 

We meet in Faringdon Library on the last Thursday of the month, at 

10.30 a.m.  

Please contact Janet Deane (janet.deane@talk21.com) for further infor-

mation.  Newcomers always welcome. 

 
FAMILY HISTORY 

 

The next meeting of the Experienced group, aimed at those who have al-

ready made significant progress with their research, will be on Friday 3rd 

October (postponed for a week because of holidays), when members of 

the group are invited to bring memorabilia and other artefacts relevant to 

their research. We will also spend time updating each other about our pro-

gress or otherwise, and about new or improved websites. New members 

are very welcome to join us. Please contact me if you want more informa-

tion. 
 

Family History meetings are held on Fridays at 11.00am, at 25 Stallpits 

Road, Shrivenham. 

Ian Clarkson (01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com). 

 

FOLK DANCING  

Our small but very friendly group meets on the first Thursday of each 

month at the Catholic Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car Park).   

We will meet at 2.30pm. on 4th September,  2nd October, 6th November.   
ADVANCE NOTICE: 1st January falls on a Thursday so there will be NO 

Folk Dancing on that day. 

Contact Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com). 

 

mailto:janet.deane@talk21.com
mailto:ian.clarkson@gmail.com
mailto:valhud@gmx.com
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS 

Our next film is Christian Petzold's "Barbara" (2012). A  German "Cold 

War" thriller starring Nina Hoss  will now be shown at 2 for 2.15 pm on 

Wednesday, 8th October at 14 The Pines, Faringdon.   

For more information please contact Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295. 
 

GARDENERS 
 

Friday 12th September (Please note change of date and venue) 

Visit to the Generous Gardener’s Autumn Plant and Indulgence Sale at 

The Coach House, Ampney Crucis.  Entrance £5. (in aid of the James 

Hopkins Trust for special children).   Meet at the GSCP at 10.30 am for 

car sharing to Ampney Crucis.   We could have lunch in the village at the 

Crown of Crucis if members are interested. 
 

Saturday 27th September  

Visit to the Malvern Autumn Show.   Cost £32.00 which includes coach 

and entrance.  Leaving Faringdon Market Place at 9am, returning at about 

6pm.THIS TRIP IS FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE U3A TO ENJOY.  

Payment, by cheque made payable to the Faringdon U3A Main Account 

and sent to Janet Deane at 12 Folly View Road Faringdon, is required by 

the 18th September. 
 
 

Thursday 16th October  (Please note change of venue) 

Visit to Batsford Arboritum.  Entrance £6 (concession)    Meet at the 

GSCP at 10.30am for car sharing to Batsford.  Lunch is available in the 

restaurant if required. There is also the plant centre to enjoy. 
 

Thursday 20th November  
Entertaining talk by the Manager of Coleshill Organics on his experiences 

at 2.30pm in the Pump Room, Market Place Faringdon. Charge to cover 

costs. THIS TALK IS FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE U3A TO ENJOY. 
 

If you are interested in any of these visits/meeting, please contact Chris-

tina Field on 01367 241  265 or for the visit to Batsford, contact Karen 

Starr on 01367 241 259 and for the visit to the Malvern Show contact 

Janet Deane on 01367 241 145. 
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GOLF CROQUET 
 

Will be held on Monday 8th Sept (weather permitting) at Livingstone 

House, 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon from 2pm onwards. 

No previous experience required.  

Contact Steve & Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240 929 
 

HISTORY OF ART 

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month, 2 pm, in The Old Town 

Hall.  In September we will be looking at Ingres and Delacroix  the French 

artists from the Romantic period, and the German artist Caspar David 

Friedrick.  In October we will be covering the work of Turner and Consta-

ble, and in November exploring the impact of Romanticism in landscape 

works. 

All are welcome, further information if required contact Mairead Boyce 

on 01367 242 494 or  boycemairead@aol.com   
 

JAZZ 
 

Our first meeting this autumn will be on Monday 8th September when 

Pete Stone will be talking about and playing “Duets”. That’s at 10.30 am 

in the Library, Gloucester Street. That will be followed on Monday 13th  

October by a visit from the brilliant clarinettist Alvin Roy, who plays a 

great deal at local venues and further afield. He will be telling us about 

“My Life in Jazz”. His visit is a real scoop. Then on Monday 10th  No-

vember we may hear from one of our 40 members on a subject that inter-

ests them or possibly try our very successful “Desert Island Discs” again. 

 We meet every second Monday in the month in Faringdon Library from 

10.30am to about noon, with a break in the middle for tea/coffee and 

lemon drizzle cake. We try to cover all aspects of jazz from early times to 

the present day and to encourage members to attend local live jazz. If 

you’re interested just turn up. You don’t have to book or ring in advance. 

We charge  £1 a time to cover costs. 

For more information ring or email  Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or 

patandeve@wheare.me) or Robin Ison (01865 821 154 or rrison@chem-

intermediates.com). 

mailto:patandeve@wheare.me
mailto:rrison@chem-intermediates.com
mailto:rrison@chem-intermediates.com
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LOCAL HISTORY 

There is no meeting in September.  

On Wednesday 1
st
 October we shall be visiting the “Escape to the Cots-

wolds Visitor Centre” in The Old Prison, Northleach. There are colourful 

exhibitions and artefacts including the Rural Life Collection, and a tea 

room on-site. Admission is free. We shall meet at GSCP for car sharing, 

leaving promptly at 1.15pm.  

In November our meeting on Wednesday 5th will be a visit to the Wilt-

shire Museum at Devizes, which has one of the best Bronze Age archae-

ology collections in Britain, as well a wide range of other exhibits.  Ad-

mission is £3.50. We shall meet at GSCP for car sharing, leaving promptly 

at 1.15pm. 

Please let me know whether you are coming or not to these visits and if 

you are able to give lifts. 

Advance notice for your diary – Wednesday 3rd December will be a 

Christmas Special; details will be sent out nearer the time. 

Contact Sue Thrower (01367 240 848 or smthrower@tiscali.co.uk).  
 

MAH JONG 

We usually meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month from 

2.00 – 4.00pm. We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New 

members are always welcome. 

 3rd September  Marlene’s (Stanford) 

 17th September      Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)   

 1st October   Marlene’s (Stanford)   

 15th October  Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)   

 5th November  Marlene’s (Stanford) 

 19th November  Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)   

Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue 

For further information contact: 

Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com, or 

Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin@fsmail.net. 
 

 

 
 

mailto:smthrower@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com
mailto:marlenejmartin@fsmail.com
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MUSIC APPRECIATION 
 

  22nd Sept          Who else ? 

  27th Oct              Female composers 

  24th  Nov  Shall we dance? 

  Dec  To be arranged—possibly outing to concert? 
 

All meetings are at 10.15 for 10.30pm on the fourth Monday of the 

month, in Faringdon Library. Please let me know whether or not you are 

coming to each meeting. 

Contact: Beryl Cooper at 01367 242 908 or beryl.cooper12@gmail.com 

 

OPERA 
 

September sees the beginning of a new season for the Opera Group con-

tinuing to explore the full operatic repertoire.  The programme for the 

forthcoming year is on the U3A web site; as previous years it contains a 

mix of operas both old and new. We start on Monday 8th September with 

a dramatic production of Gluck’s ‘Iphigenie en Tauride’ from the Metro-

politan Opera, New York. In October we shall see ‘Kat`A Kabanova’ by 

Janacek from Glyndebourne Opera and November will be Bellini’s ‘La 

Sonnambula’ again from  Metropolitan Opera, New York. For the festive 

season we have Gilbert & Sullivan’s ‘Iolanthe’ – a suitable piece of non-

sense. 
 

To accommodate all who wish to attend, there will be three showings with 

a fourth arranged if required; these are: 
 

First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon: 

01367 240 713) usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A 

Monthly Meeting.   Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm; 

The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, Far-

ingdon: 01367 241 295);  

The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines, Faring-

don: 01367 241 430) typically starting at 2:30pm finishing at approxi-

mately 5:30pm. 

For details please contact Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or an-

thony.burdall@burdall.net), Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or Linda 

Leggett (01367 241 430). 

Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera. 

http://gmail.com
mailto:anthony.burdall@burdall.net
mailto:anthony.burdall@burdall.net
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PHILOSOPHICAL QUOTATIONS 
 

We  meet on the second Tuesday of the month from 2.30 to 4.00pm in 

the Faringdon Library.  The dates for the next 3 months are: 

9th September  14th October  11th November 

Please let me know if you wish to come by  the Friday preceding the meet-

ing.   Contact Cheng Yee Lowe (01367 243 070) for more information. 

 

NEW GROUP 
PHOTOGRAPHY FOR BEGINNERS 

 

As an adjunct to the Photography Group, a new Group is planned 

‘Photography for beginners’.  This would take the form of a course over 

say 8 to 12 sessions and cover the basics of digital photography from types 

of camera through exposure and composition to post processing. The hope 

would be that it would give members the confidence to use their cameras 

more, improve the images they produce and also to join the main Photo-

graphic Group.  

There will be an inception/planning meeting on Monday 13th October at 

2:30 pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon). 

Please come along and bring your camera. 

Following the initial meeting, the plan is for the group to meet every two 

weeks on a Friday afternoon at 2:30 pm at the home of Anthony Burdall  

(2 Fernham Road, Faringdon Tel: 01367 240713   

Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net). 
 

Please let Anthony know if you wish to come along.  
  

 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

The Photography Group is founded on the desire to produce better photo-

graphs. The programme for the coming year, published on the Faringdon 

U3A web site, is a mixture of photographic expeditions, talks and discus-

sions, and photo reviews with bi-monthly assignments.  

The first meeting of the new season, on 10th September, is a photo expe-

dition to the Hawk Conservancy Trust at Andover, ‘Birds in flight’. This 

will be followed in October with a photo review plus discussion on proc-

essing RAW files and other post production tasks and in November a visit 

to Portsmouth ‘Old ships and night views’. The first bi-monthly assign-

ment will be ‘Windows’ and the second, in November, ‘Night time’.  

mailto:anthony.burdall@burdall.net
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After June’s meeting of a photographic expedition to Henley ‘Boating on 

the river’, the final meeting of 2013 – 2014 in July was a ‘Photo review 

and selection of ‘annual photos’. Some images selected are on the back 

cover.  

The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 

2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel: 

01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net). All photographers 

welcome.  Please let Anthony know if you wish to come along. 
 

POETRY 
 

The poetry group will meet in Faringdon Library at 10.30am. on Monday 

15th  September when the subject will be Time, on  20th October  when 

the subject will be Mystery and on 17th November when the subject will 

be Conflict. 

Write or bring a poem on these topics or just come and listen. All are wel-

come. For more information contact Joan Whittaker (01367 241 009). 
 

QUIZ 

12th September     10th October     14th November     12th December  
 

Which two British skaters won individual Gold Medals in the Olympics? 

Know the answer? Then come along to our very popular Friday morning 

quiz in the Old Town Hall, Faringdon at 10am on the above Fridays. 
 

For details contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net)

or see me at the OPEN DAY!  (Answer was John Curry, and Robin Cous-

ins!).  

RAMBLING 
 

All my walks are, as usual, subject to successful recces, therefore the walk 

may not be that listed below. I will try to get any major changes onto the 

web site prior to the walk.  
 

A prior notice, I have been considering future walks and have come to the 

conclusion that I need more time to do the recces in case the walk, or part 

of the walk, is –at best- unsatisfactory (as for Lambourn for instance 

where the afternoon walk had not been recced) and needs a rethink. I 

would like next year, to only do walks in January, March, May, July, Sep-

tember & November leaving more time to do the recces.  
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I have had a couple of offers of help (thanks Marcus & Peter) but it would 

be helpful if others could find time to lead a walk. At the moment I am 

looking for someone to cover February.  

Because the Newsletter is now coming out quarterly, I will need to know 

the walk by the beginning of November. If you can help I would be most 

appreciative.  
 

Thursday 25th September  

A circular walk in the region of 7 miles, including Charney Basset, Dench-

worth & West Hanney. The distance to the pub will depend upon the start-

ing point but will not exceed 5 miles.  

Meet at GSCP 10.00 am for car sharing.  
 

Thursday 23rd October  

A circular walk of a wee bit under 7 miles based upon Besselsleigh, with 

lunch (hopefully!) at Boars Hill.  

Meet under the Old Town Hall not later than 9.45am to catch the bus 

outside the Crown.  
 

Thursday 27th November  

A circular walk of a bit under 8 miles from Clanfield incorporating Bamp-

ton for the lunch stop.  

Meet at GSCP 10.00 am for car sharing.  
 

Contact Ken Bowley (01367 241 296 or kenbowalker@gmail.com).  
 

RECORDER CONSORT 
 

The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. 

Members play instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows 

access to a wide range of music. We have recently acquired new instru-

ments (a sopranino, descant, treble and tenor) and  members are trying 

them out in order to increase their playing flexibility. We’ve done some 

playing in public at the Peace Fete in Coleshill in July and at the Summer 

Lunch in August.  

We meet in the afternoons of the third and last Thursday of the month at 

10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting at 2.30pm. Sessions are 

of about two hours duration including a break for refreshments.  

The schedule planned for the rest of 2014 is: 
 

 18th and 25th September  16th and 30th October  

 20th and 27th November  18th December 
 

mailto:kenbowalker@gmail.com
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If you are interested in joining but haven’t played for a while, we would 

be happy to offer some ‘tutoring’ to help you ‘get up to speed’ by, for 

example, ‘one to one’ sessions or playing straightforward pieces in a 

small group. We might even be able to lend you an instrument.  

Contact Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or  pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

I have led the Group for the past seven years, but have decided it is time to 

retire and hand over to somebody else. An email has gone out to Group 

members asking for people to take over the leadership, individually or as 

part of a small group. For the moment though there will no further Group 

meetings, but I have agreed to hold a ‘watching brief’. Many thanks to all 

U3A members who have supported me over the years – I sincerely hope 

that the Group will continue into the future under fresh leadership. 
 

Keith Thrower (01367 240 848 or keith.thrower@tiscali.co.uk).  

 

SCRABBLE 

We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00 - 4.00pm. We 

are a friendly and welcoming group and always pleased when new mem-

bers come along. Just give us a ring please to let us know you are coming, 

as space is limited. 
 

Monday 8th September    Sylvia’s (53 Town End Road, Faringdon) 

Monday 13th October     Lynn’s (14 Spinage Close, Faringdon) 

Monday 10th November     Sylvia’s (as above) 

Monday 8th December   Lynn’s (as above) 

For further information contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296) or Lynn 

Pettit (01367 242 019). 
 

STROLLERS 
 

We are very fortunate to have guest leaders for the next 3 months while 

Rona is recovering.  A big thank you to you all. 
 

Tuesday 23rd September 

Pam is leading the Willow Walk along the Thames Path from Buscot to 

Kelmscott and back.  Meet at GSCP at 10.45 for car sharing to Buscot (or 

meet at the National Trust car park at Buscot at 11.00)  We can have lunch 

mailto:keith.thrower@tiscali.co.uk
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or coffee at The Plough in Kelmscott before returning to Buscot.  Please 

let Pam know if you are coming so car sharing can be arranged. 
 

For more information contact Pam Walsh (01367 244 804) 
 

Tuesday 28th October 

Meet at Faringdon Market Place at 9.45 to catch the 9.52 Oxford bus to 

Buckland.  Kath is leading this gentle circular walk of 3 miles to Pusey.  

We will stroll through farmland and woods, returning to Buckland for 

lunch at The Lamb Inn if you wish.  Please bring your bus pass. 
 

For more information contact Kath Wallis (01367 242 559) 
 

Tuesday 25th November 

Meet at GSCP at 10.30 for car sharing to Wantage (or meet at the Vale 

and Downland Museum at 11.00am)  Sally Wallington will lead us on the 

Letcombe Brook Discovery Trail taking approximately 1.5 hours.  The 

trail will help us explore and discover the brook as it weaves its way 

through Wantage often hidden from view.  Lunch can be had at the Mu-

seum, or at one of the cafes or pubs in the town.  Please let Lynn know if 

you are coming so I can advise Sally of numbers. 
 

For more information contact Lynn Pettit (01367 242 019) 
 

Tuesday 30th December 

Advance notice of our annual post-Christmas stroll – a chance to meet up 

with friends and walk off those mince pies!  Depending on the weather 

and conditions underfoot this will either be at Coleshill or Stanton Park.  

Details to follow in the next newsletter. 
 

Please wear boots and bring waterproofs and water for all these walks. 

 

SUNDAY LUNCH 
 

Sunday 21st September     New Venue! 

The Plough at Appleton. Varied prices and menu. 12 for 12.30 

For more information or to book, contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296 

or sylkenbow@talktalk.net) 
 

Sunday 19th October 
The Barrington Arms, High Street, Shrivenham. 12noon. Traditional 

Carvery. 
 

Sunday 16th November 
The Old Crown, Market Place, Faringdon. 12noon. Traditional Carvery. 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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(Please note that the restaurant is upstairs. Seating is available in the 

ground floor bar if required). 
 

Sunday 14th December 
The Bell Hotel, Faringdon. 12noon. Traditional Carvery  (TBC) 

 
 For further information or to book please contact Sheila Donovan at 

sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk or 01367 243 363. 

 

THEATREGOERS 
 

We have trips planned for "Calamity Jane" on Saturday 4th October and 

"Jeeves and Wooster" on Saturday 15th November, both at The Everyman 

in Cheltenham. 

Our New Year trip to The Mill at Sonning for a meal and "Out of Order" 

is on Saturday 3rd January.  

Members who are going on these trips will be contacted nearer the time. 
 

The new leaders group has been formed and will be meeting in September 

to plan ahead. 
 

If you have any questions, or if you would like to go on our contact list 

please contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296; sylkenbow@talktalk.net) 

or Margaret Starr (01367 240 201; margaret.starr@gmail.com) 
 

Also look at the web site! 
 

WINE APPRECIATION 
 

We normally run two sessions a month, on the third and fourth Tuesday of 

each month, at 2.00pm. Meetings are held at 3 Sadlers Close, Highworth 

Road, Faringdon. The sessional charge is £6.50, with 7-9 wines being tasted.   

Topics for the next meetings are:     

16th and 23rd September: Rhôning round the world  

21st and 28th October: Pinot Noir around the world 

18th and 25th November: Battle of the brands  

16th December:   Christmas lunch  
 

Please contact Charles Garrett (CharlesMGarrett@aol.com or 01367 240 

680) for further details, especially if you would be interested in joining the 

Group. Because of the limit on the number of tasting samples obtainable 

from a bottle, places may not be available at short notice for particular 

sessions. 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
mailto:margaret.starr@gmail.com
mailto:CharlesMGarrett@aol.com
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Thames Valley Network 
Study Days  

 

‘Historic Pathways’ on Thursday 18th September in Henley.   
This is a final reminder about the above day, the latest phase of the on-

going Historic Pathways project. It will be held in Henley with the morn-

ing session taking place in The River and Rowing Museum. Although a 

pleasing number of people – including 8 from Faringdon – have already 

signed up, there is still plenty of room for more. A poster giving more de-

tails of the day, together with an application form can be found at http://

www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk/Events_Programme_2014.html or alternatively 

you can contact me on 01793 782836 or at ian.clarkson@gmail.com for 

further information. 
 

‘Researching Local History’ on Tuesday 30th September in Witney.  
Upper Hall, High Street Methodist Church, 40 High Street, Witney, OX28 

6HG  This Study Day will explore how to find out about the history of 

your locality using Witney as an example. The fee is £12 and includes par-

ticipation in the full programme including visits plus coffee/tea morning 

and afternoon.  A finger buffet lunch is available for £5. There are still 

places available for what promises to give a wonderful insight in how to 

compile your local history. Enquiries to: Valerie Palmer, 56 Early Road, 

Witney OX28 1EU  Tel: 01993 702970 email: valerieu3a@btinternet.com  
 

‘Poetry is Everywhere’ on Wednesday, 29th October in Wokingham. ‘ 
Starting at 10.00 for 10.30 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. The Emmbrook School, 

Emmbrook Road, Wokingham, RG41 1JP Enquiries to Mrs. Ruth Nobbs, 

25 Martins Drive, Wokingham, RG41 1NY, (Tel: 0118 979 5020; email: 

ruthsnobbs@hotmail.com) 
 

Photographers Eye’ on Wednesday, 19th  November in Benson.  

Benson Parish Hall, Sunnyside, Benson Wallingford OX10 6LZ  

Further information can be obtained from : Anthony Burdall, 2 Fernham 

Road, Faringdon Oxfordshire SN7 7JY  Tel : 01367 240713  

Email : anthony.burdall@burdall.net  
 

Other possible Study Days in 2015 are:  

Feb or Mar Cosmology, Big Bang to Big Rip  

April English Painting 1720-1848  

May Saving the Nations Heritage, the work of the National Trust  

See the TVN web site [www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk] for further information, 

application forms and details. 

http://www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk/Events_Programme_2014.html
http://www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk/Events_Programme_2014.html
mailto:ian.clarkson@gmail.com
mailto:valerieu3a@btinternet.com
mailto:ruthsnobbs@hotmail.com
mailto:anthony.burdall@burdall.net
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FARINGDON  GROUPS 
 

Astronomy   John Campbell   01367 241748 

Blues & Roots   Sheila Donovan  01367 243363 

Books    Kay Chamberlain  01367 242647 

Bridge - All levels  Steve Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Canasta   Shaena Whitney  01367 243564 

Cinema Goers   Pauline Waywell  01367 242354 

Circle Dance   Lilly Dunkley   01367 820143 

Computing & Tablets  Ian Clarkson   01793 782836 

Cryptic Crosswords  Peter Smith   01367 241241 

Embroidery   Suellen Pedley   01367 710680 

Fab (Faringdon Appreciation of Berners)  Janet Deane  01367 241145 

Family History   Ian Clarkson   01793 782836 

Folk Dancing   Val Hudspeth   01367 241035 

Foreign Language Films Robin Stewart   01367 241295 

French Conversation  Françoise Stacey  01367 241813 

French Intermediate & Advanced     Carolyn Williams  01367 241208 

Gardeners   Christina Field   01367 241265 

German   Victoria Paleit   01865 821594 

Golf Croquet (summer)   Steve  Braithwaite  01367 240929 

History    Mike Iremonger  01367 241361 

History of Art   Mairead Boyce   01367 242494 

Holidays   Sylvia Bowley   01367 241296 

Intermediate Italian  Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Jazz    Patrick Wheare   01367 241927 

Local History   Sue Thrower   01367 240848 

Mah Jong   Carolyn Clarkson  01793 782836 

Military History  Bjorn Watson   01793 782748 

Music Appreciation  Beryl Cooper   01367 242908 

National Trust   Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Opera    Anthony Burdall  01367 240713 

Philosophical Quotations Cheng Yee Lowe  01367 243070 

Photography   Anthony Burdall  01367 240713 

Poetry    Joan Whittaker   01367 241009 

Quilting   Valerie Burdall   01367 240713 

Quiz    Sylvia Bowley   01367 241296 

Rambling   Ken Bowley   01367 241296 

Recorder Consort  Peter Smith   01367 241241 

Science & Technology  Keith Thrower   01367 240848 

Scrabble   Lynn Pettit/Sylvia Bowley 242019/241296 

Spanish - Intermediate  Robin Stewart   01367 241295 

Strollers   Rona Bingham/Lynn Pettit 241384/242019 

Sunday Lunch    Sheila Donovan/Sylvia Bowley 243363/241296 

Theatre Goers   Margaret Starr   01367 240201 

Wine Appreciation  Charles Garrett   01367 240680 

Yoga    Jane Archer   01793 782876 
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Blenheim Palace—voted ‘Photo of the Year’ 

Henley 

Portsmouth 


