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Meetings Calendar 
 

Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each 

month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a wel-

come from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting 

speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group 

Leaders and socialise.  

 

Thursday 10th July  

“The Mitfords.” Since her retirement from the world of education, 

Muriel Pilkington has come to live in the Cotswolds and is in demand as 

a speaker to U3As in the Thames Valley Network area. Her talk deals 

with the Faringdon connection to the Mitford sisters as well as highlight-

ing the importance of their Cotswold childhood. 

 

Thursday 14th August 

Our Summer Lunch. Details appear on page 7. Our thanks to Steve and 

Jenny Braithwaite for their continuing hospitality. 

 
Thursday 11th September 
 

“The Music of Bach and Sons”. Dr. John Winter will talk about the 

lives and music of this gifted, but often controversial, family. They had 

battles with Church authorities and with local bureaucrats. At the time the 

music of the sons, especially that of C.P.E. Bach, was more highly re-

garded than the work of their father. This led to some hot-tempered out-

bursts from one or other family member at times. 

John studied at Trinity College of Music in London and later gained a 

Ph.D. at the University of East Anglia for a dissertation on contemporary 

church music. For many years he combined the activities of Senior Lec-

turer at Trinity, freelance organist and accompanist, and continuing re-

search. His life now includes organ playing, piano teaching and a large 

amount of work in Adult Education in the Hertfordshire area. 
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Thursday 9th October 
 

The speaker is Dr. Colin Bayliss and his topic is “The Channel Tunnel”. 

This year marks the 20th anniversary of this great transport link and we are 

fortunate to have been able to arrange for Dr. Bayliss to visit us. He says:  

“This will be an entertaining and informative talk and I’ll keep away from 

in-depth engineering so as to appeal to as wide an audience as possible”. 

The illustrated talk runs through the history of visionary Channel Tunnel 

ideas from the early 19th century. It also tells us more about the UK and 

French terminal designs (and their differences!) and lets us in on a few 

secrets…Was this seen as a civil engineering project or a transport dream? 

Dr.Bayliss worked for many years at the UK Atomic Energy Authority 

but also served as Engineering Director for the Tunnel main contractor, 

Transmanche Link, during the last two years of the tunnel’s construction. 

 

Thursday 13th November 
 

“Britain and Europe: What next?” This year and next will see various 

Elections which will highlight the importance of this question. Today’s 

speaker is Jonathan Scheele who held the first EU Visiting Fellowship at 

St. Antony’s College in Oxford in 2009-2010. He has recently come to the 

end of a second Fellowship there but, luckily for us, he is still in Oxford 

and was able to put us in his Diary without worrying about the need to 

return to Brussels. For most of his career he has held significant posts in 

the European Commission there. 

 

Thursday 11th December 
 

Christmas Lunch.  

Many of us will know of Dominic and Naomi Bullock and of their pres-

entation entitled “My Grandmother’s Diaries”. In the afternoon they are 

coming to help mark the 100th Anniversary of the start of WW1. 

More details about both events in the Autumn Newsletter. 
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Chairman’s Message 
 

I am having to write this very early this time because we are off on 

holiday at the time of the deadline. So if it is out of sync with what is 

happening in the world then I apologise. 

You will see later in this newsletter a poster about the summer party. That 

is usually such a good day, and last year we had over 100 of you there, so 

let’s see if we can match that again. 

The good food is mostly down to you, some of the salads and desserts you 

come up with would not disgrace Masterchef! Mind you I don’t suppose 

you’d have some of the strange ingredients they have! But delicious oh 

yes! But don’t forget to bring it ready to serve and be ready to take the 

dirty dish home afterwards. We want to try and make the washing up as 

little as possible. 

I am having a problem of what to say this time so have decided to go back 

8 years! 8 years ago we visited Kew Gardens, and as some of you will 

know we have recently been there again. I said then it was 10 years ago, 

but I have proof, as you will see in a minute. Anyway we have had another 

wonderful day, with lovely weather, and after the old visit I wrote a poem, 

so I am going to print it again here, because all but one verse was 

appropriate, and I have added a verse to bring it up to date. When I say 

poem, more a ditty, and old fashioned because it has a tempo, but that’s 

the way I like ‘em. 

Here goes:   written in August 2006 (proof!) and added to in May 2014! 

 

   AT KEW!   
 

   Plants and paths, beautiful things 

   Flowers and trees, birds on their wings 

   At Kew 

 

   Children and families, playing, having fun 

   On the day that we had, even with sun 

   At Kew 

 

   Palm House, Pagoda, lakes and greenhouses 

   We had a good time even our spouses 

   At Kew 
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New verse to add in to our visit this year 

A treetop walk to be with the birds 

At Kew 

 

Our day out this year taught us so much 

Although we had fun, education did touch 

At Kew. 

 

That’s my lot this time, hope to see you all at the summer party! 

 

Sylvia Bowley 
http://faringdon&districtU3A.wordpress.com   

Deadline for Autumn 2014 Newsletter 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor: 

Elizabeth Smith, 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon SN7 7JZ 

Tel: 01367 241 241; Email: pdes_smith@hotmail.com  

by Wednesday 20th August 2014 

The Autumn Newsletter will cover the period September, October and November. 

It will be posted to all members in early September. 

Members’ News 
 

We welcome the following new members:  

 Jill Ashley, Beth Cavanagh and  Anneliese Rowland  (Faringdon) 

 Jeff & Ann Taylor  (Cirencester) 

 Jennifer Thompson  (Shellingford) 

 

http://faringdon&districtU3A.wordpress.com
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Committee News 
 

At the last Committee meeting it was noted that: 
 

The AGM of the 3rd Age Trust will be held in Cirencester on 10th 

 September. Peter Smith will be attending. 
U3A 2015 diaries are being ordered and will be available to 

 purchase from Linda Leggett later in the year 
The website is in the process of being updated.  

Faringdon & District U3A Committee 2014/15 

Sylvia Bowley Chairman 01367 241 296 
sylkenbow@talktalk.net 

John Campbell Technician /

Web Co-ord 

01367 241 748 
john-gill.campbell@talk21.com 

Simon Coe Secretary 01367 240 744 
ssjcoe@btinternet.com 

Liz Cunningham Membership 

Secretary 

01367 242 626 
rickyliz.cunningham@btinternet.com 

Peter Foot Thames 

Valley Rep  

01367 358 394 
p.foot47@gmail.com 

Dorothy Garrett Speakers  

Co-ordinator 

01367 240 680 
dorothymgarrett@aol.com 

Jenny Goff   01793 782 528 
j.goff669@btinternet.com 

Linda Leggett Publicity 

Secretary  

01367 241 430 
lindamleggett@hotmail.co.uk 

Peter Raven Groups  

Co-ordinator 

01367 810 621 
p.raven123@btinternet.com 

Peter Smith Vice-  

Chairman 

01367 241 241 
pdes_smith@hotmail.com 

Francoise Stacey Venue Book-

ing Officer  

01367 241 813 
barry.stacey@virgin.net 

Nigel Wilkinson Treasurer 01367 242 809 
nwilkinson@btinternet.com 
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On May 8th we welcomed our first 

speaker of the new U3A year. John 

Tyler, with his background as a 

Naturalist and wildlife photogra-

pher helped us to enter this largely 

unknown world.  

It is thought that there are about a 

million species of fungi, and that 

maybe four new species are dis-

covered every day. But in case we 

think that mankind is about to be 

wiped out by these largely unseen 

organisms we should remember 

the enormous service they render 

us. They feed on and recycle the 

layers of fallen leaves, dead wood 

and other spent vegetation which 

would otherwise bury us alive! 

John presented some impressive 

statistics; in the USA for example 

there is a massive specimen which 

is calculated to be 1000 years old 

and to weigh the same as a blue 

whale. Much nearer to home (his 

own home) John has found and 

photographed a Giant Puffball 

close to 3 feet in diameter. At the 

other end of the scale, it is calcu-

lated that each single spore re-

leased from any particular fungus 

is microscopic in size – with a di-

ameter of only one hundredth of a 

millimetre. 

What do they do for us in addition 

to saving us from death by suffoca-

tion as decay piles up around us? 

Researchers are putting some fungi 

to use in the search for anti-cancer 

drugs. Many of them will have 

other medicinal properties. He re-

minded us of the discovery of peni-

cillin, of the role played by fungi in 

cheese-making, in the production 

of beer, bread, wine and so on. 

Quorn is a cultured fungus in that 

what we eat is the root stage grown 

in liquid in vats. There is a fungus 

called “Tipplers’ Bane”, edible, but 

which makes people violently ill if 

they then drink alcohol within 

three days of ingesting the fungus. 

It is this property which has led to 

the best-known treatment for alco-

holism. 

But eating some of them can be 

good. John has a recipe for stuffed 

shaggy parasol fungus which he 

says is delicious. However we need 

to be really careful. We must be 

able to identify what we are look-

ing at before planning to get out 

the frying pan….if in doubt, 

don’t. John said afterwards that 

Meeting—Thursday 8th May 
 

“The World of Fungi” 

John Tyler 

ACTIVITIES REPORTS 
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deadly effects are not always im-

mediately noticeable. There may 

be a day or two of nausea and 

vomiting followed by an apparent 

recovery. Collapse and death from 

liver failure follow just when the 

patient seems to be completely 

well again. It’s no wonder, he said, 

that fungi in general have a bad 

press even though we are so de-

pendent on them. 

 A version of this account by Doro-

thy Garrett appeared in the June 

edition of the “Folly” newspaper. 

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder is 

new, isn’t it? Well, no. The histo-

rian Herodotus wrote about it in 

400BC, Shakespeare mentioned it, 

Dickens suffered from it after a 

horrific train accident. It’s been 

with us for centuries, as Frank 

Parkinson knows. He has spent 

much of his life dealing with it, as 

he told us at our June meeting. 

Revd Parkinson was an Army 

Chaplain for 30 years who trained 

as a counsellor with Relate and 

now lives in Longcot. He has long 

lived with other people’s stress and 

trauma, working with body recov-

ery teams and families held hos-

tage in the Gulf, with personnel 

from the Falklands and Gulf wars, 

and Northern Ireland, and with 

victims and helpers following 

armed robberies, fatal shootings, 

car accidents and other violent in-

cidents. 

Frank uses Cognitive Behavioural 

Therapy, a therapy in which over-

whelming problems are talked 

over, broken down into smaller 

manageable parts so that people 

can change their behaviour to cope 

with life. He used it to help a 

building society man, who did 

nothing when an armed robber 

held a shotgun a few inches from 

his face. 

The man thought he should have 

tried to save the women in the of-

fice. And he suffered all the symp-

toms of  Post Traumatic Stress 

Disorder (PTSD), like many Ser-

vicemen, and others who had been 

through disasters such as Hillsbor-

ough or the ‘Herald of Free Enter-

prise’ ferry capsize. Mr Parkinson 

helped him to realise that his feel-

ings of failure were wrong and 

that, if he had tried to save the 

women, he would simply have had 

his head blown off. 

Meeting – Thursday 12th  June 
 

“My Work as a Trauma Counsellor” 

Frank Parkinson 
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After the Vietnam War 15% of 

combatants were found to have 

developed the same symptoms as 

people who had been in fatal acci-

dents, hurricanes and other natural 

disasters.  They recollected the 

incident, had nightmares and 

dreams, and suffered distress at 

exposure to reminders, (the smell 

of petrol, for instance). They 

avoided places, people and 

thoughts associated with the event, 

wouldn’t talk about it or couldn’t 

remember it. They had difficulty 

sleeping, were irritable with bouts 

of anger or violence, and found it 

hard to concentrate. 

Frank said that in the First World 

War many soldiers were shot for 

having PTSD – for desertion, cow-

ardice and falling asleep at their 

post. Shell shock. Later the RAF 

called it LMF – Lacking Moral 

Fibre. Physical injuries were ac-

cepted but psychological break-

down was not. 

He said attitudes began to change 

only eight to ten years ago. Any-

one can develop the symptoms. 

And it really isn’t something new. 

Frank brought its reality graphi-

cally home to us. 
 

A version of this report by Patrick 

Wheare should appear in the July 

issue of “The Folly”. 

FRANK PARKINSON ON HIS TALK 
 

Members might like to read part of Frank’s email to me, received after his 

talk. Some members will recognise themselves in what he says. We should 

be pleased that, as a group, we make our visitors very welcome, sending 

them away with happy memories of their visit. Frank wrote: 
 

“I  thoroughly enjoyed my time with your members and the talk went very 

well. I had lots of good remarks and comments and a queue of people 

waiting to ask questions afterwards. I would estimate that there were be-

tween 100 and 150 people there. I did go over time but when I apologised 

for this there were words saying that this didn't matter as they had enjoyed 

the talk so much so they allowed time for a few questions. In the queue 

afterwards there was one man I found especially appreciative - a doctor - 

tall, slightly bearded, a very warm character….. He was just a lovely man. 

Some of the questions were very personal for those in the queue and there 

were comments that the talk had helped them personally so I was pleased. 

Charles Bovington….did look after me as did Françoise and everyone was 

very helpful, including the microphone man!” 
 

As promised, Frank has donated his fee to the Charity “Combat Stress” in 

Leatherhead. 
 

Dorothy Garrett. 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Notes for Members 

If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator 

Peter Raven on p.raven123@btinternet.com or 01367 810 621 

Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of 

groups is provided on page 25. 

Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the 

Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has 

room for new members.  

All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but 

before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups Co-

ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest 

Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s). 

For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester 

Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street. 

BLUES & ROOTS 

Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday each month at The Bell Hotel, 

Faringdon at 2.30pm. 

Tuesday 22nd July  

Podcast - 'Prison Blues'. A focus on prisons and songs including field re-

cordings from Southern penitentiaries made for the Library of Congress or 

universities. 

Film - 'The Land Where the Blues Began'. Alan Lomax travelled the Mis-

sissippi Delta in the 1930s and 40s, at first with his father John Lomax, 

armed with primitive recording equipment and a keen love of the Delta's 

music heritage. In the late 1970s Lomax returned with filmmaker John 

Bishop and black folklorist Worth Long to make this film. Shot on video 

tape, the film is narrated by Lomax and includes remarkable performances 

and stories.  
 

Tuesday 26th August 

Podcast - 'Mississippi Road Trip'. Songs that talk about various towns and 

parts of the state. The Mississippi Delta, dominated by cotton fields and 

harsh plantation labour has been called the most Southern place on earth, 
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and it's not a coincidence that so much great Southern music came from 

Mississippi.  

Film - 'In Performance at the White House: Red, White and Blues'. Music 

legends and contemporary artists were invited to perform for a celebration 

of blues music and in recognition of Black History Month.  The event took 

place on February 21st, 2012. 

For further information or to be added to the mailing list please contact 

Sheila Donovan at sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk or 01367 243 363. 

 

BRIDGE 

All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church 

Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park) 

from 10am to noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given below: 

Intermediate 
 

Mon 7th July & Wed 9th July  (Declarer Play - Safe hand/Danger hand) 

Mon 21st  July    (Supervised play session) 

Mon 4th Aug & Wed Aug 6th (Playing in a 1NT contract) 

   
Experienced  

Wed 23rd July     (Defence - trump promotions) 

Wed 20th Aug               (Planning the whole defence) 
 

If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to 

attend. 

For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite  

(01367 240 929 or steve.bridge1@gmail.com) 

Beginners’ Bridge 

Improvers – we normally meet on the first and third Tuesdays of the 

month – so 1st and 15th July and 5th and 19th August. 

 

Beginners – for those starting from scratch – we will meet, when holidays 

allow, on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month:  8th, 22nd July 

and  12th, 26th August. 

Meetings take place at 25 Stallpits Road Shrivenham, starting at 10.00am. 

mailto:sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk
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If you are interested in learning how to play this fascinating game, or 

would like more information, please get in touch. 

Contact Carolyn Clarkson 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com) 

for further information.  
 

CANASTA 
 

We usually meet at 39 Gloucester Street, Faringdon  every fortnight on 

Tuesday afternoons  from 2 pm. - 4 pm.  All are welcome both beginners 

and experienced players but please call the day before to let us know you 

are coming,  

Contact Shaena Whitney  01367 243 564 or 07870 566 039. 

 

Next meetings:     

                 1st July                     15th July                        29th July 
 

CIRCLE DANCE  
 

Another uplifting afternoon in June with dance and music from around the 

World, dancing to spine-tingling music both ancient (a music score res-

cued from a fire in a library in Montserrat in the 12th century) and modern 

(Summer Wine by the folk group the Corrs). 

To make this group a regular monthly occurrence we need a few more 

members - it is gentle exercise, with alternative steps given for people who 

get dizzy on turns etc.   We also have a wonderful motto :  "no mistakes, 

only variations", so no worries if the steps are 'different'.    

No dancing over the summer, but watch this space for dates in the autumn.  

Please do get in touch if you are interested in joining this friendly group 

Lilly Sell  01367 820 143 or lilly@newhaven4.co.uk. 
 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 

We meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10 Leam-

ington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about an hour 

and three quarters including a refreshment break. 

The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’ 

or ‘The Observer Everyman’ standard. We also look at things of interest to 

‘cruciverbalists’, brought together in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued 

at the meeting. We even try our hand at compiling crosswords – our latest 

mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com
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was in the Nov-Dec 2013 Newsletter.  

The schedule for the next few months is:  
 

 25
th

 July,  22
nd 

Aug, Sept 26
thand Oct 24

th
  

 

If you are interested in joining, or would like to know more, contact Peter 

Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

 

EMBROIDERY 

 

The group continues to thrive, with great enthusiasm and growing skills.  

We always welcome new members, both experienced and absolute begin-

ners. We meet on every second Tuesday of the month from 2.00 pm until 

4.00pm, at 59 Folly View Road, by kind permission of Mrs Maria Pugh.  

 

For more details contact Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680  

or suellenpedley@aol.com). 

 
FAMILY HISTORY 

 

The next meeting of the Experienced group, aimed at those who have al-

ready made significant progress with their research, will be on Friday 25th 

July, when we will have a short presentation from Dave Headey and up-

dates from other members of the group. New members are very welcome 

to join us. Please contact me if you want more information. 
 

Family History meetings are held on Fridays at 11.00am, at 25 Stallpits 

Road, Shrivenham. 

Ian Clarkson (01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com). 

 

FOLK DANCING  

Our small but very friendly group meets on the first Thursday of each 

month at the Catholic Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car Park).   

We will meet at 2.30pm. on 3rd July and 4th September  (no meeting in 

August). 

Contact Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com). 

 

mailto:suellenpedley@aol.com
mailto:ian.clarkson@gmail.com
mailto:valhud@gmx.com
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS 
 

There will be no meeting in August or September. Our next meeting will 

be on Wednesday, 1
st
 October.  Film to be finalised.   

For more information please contact Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295. 
 

GOLF CROQUET 
Will be held on the following dates (weather permitting) 

Mondays 14th July, 28th July 

 Mondays 11th August, 18th August 

at Livingstone House, 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon from 2pm onwards. 

No previous experience required.  

Contact Steve & Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240 929 

 

HISTORY OF ART 

The History of Art group meets on the third Thursday of the month in 

Old Town Hall at 2.00pm.  Members will be contacted by email. 

For further information contact Mairead Boyce on 01367 242 494 or  

boycemairead@aol.com   

JAZZ 
 

To start off our autumn season Pete Stone will be talking about and play-

ing “Duets”  on Monday 8th September at 10.30am in the Library, 

Gloucester Street, and we’ll be following that on Monday October 13 

with a visit from the brilliant clarinettist Alvin Roy, who plays a great deal 

at local venues and further afield. He will be telling us about “My Life in 

Jazz.” 
 

We meet every second Monday in the month in Faringdon Library from 

10.30am to about noon, with a break in the middle for tea/coffee and 

lemon drizzle cake. We try to cover all aspects of jazz from the early days 

to the present time and to encourage members to attend local live jazz. If 

you’re interested just turn up. You don’t have to book or ring in advance. 

We charge £1 a time to cover costs. 

For more information ring or email  

Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or patandeve@wheare.me) or Robin 

Ison (01865 821 154 or rrison@chem-intermediates.com). 

mailto:patandeve@wheare.me
mailto:rrison@chem-intermediates.com
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LOCAL HISTORY 
 

On Wednesday 6th August there will be a visit to Malmesbury, with 

lunch if there is sufficient demand; otherwise just an afternoon visit to the 

Abbey/Museum. Please let me know if you are interested in coming and 

whether you would like lunch to be arranged. Further details will be sent 

out when finalised. 
There will be no meeting in September. 

Contact Sue Thrower (01367 240 848 or smthrower@tiscali.co.uk).  
 

MAH JONG 

We usually meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month from 

2.00 – 4.00pm. We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New 

members are always welcome. 

 2nd July  Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)   

 16th July      Marlene’s (Stanford in the Vale} 

 6th August  Marlene’s (Stanford in the Vale} 

 20th August  Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) 

 3rd September To be arranged 

Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue 

For further information contact: 

Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com, or 

Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin@fsmail.net. 
 

MUSIC APPRECIATION 
 

  28th July       Round Britain 

  Aug         No meeting   ( Bank Holiday ) 

  22nd Sept          Who else ? 

  27th Oct              Female composers 

  24th  Nov  Shall we dance? 

  Dec  To be arranged—possibly outing to concert? 
 

All meetings are at 10.15 for 10.30pm on the fourth Monday of the 

month, in Faringdon Library. Please let me know whether or not you are 

coming to each meeting. 

Contact: Beryl Cooper at 01367 242 908 or beryl.cooper12@gmail.com 

mailto:smthrower@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com
mailto:marlenejmartin@fsmail.com
http://gmail.com
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OPERA 
 

The 2013-14 season will end in July with Beethoven’s ‘Fidelio’ from Va-

lencia Palau de les Artsopera. 

To accommodate all who wish to attend, there will be four showings:  

First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon: 

01367 240 713) usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A 

Monthly Meeting.   Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm; 

The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, Far-

ingdon: 01367 241 295);  

The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines, Faring-

don: 01367 241 430) typically starting at 2:30pm finishing at approxi-

mately 5:30pm; 

The fourth showing will at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham 

Road, Faringdon: 01367 240 713) starting at 2:30pm finishing at ap-

proximately 5:30pm. 

For details please contact Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or an-

thony.burdall@burdall.net), Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or Linda 

Leggett (01367 241 430). 

Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera. 
 

PHILOSOPHICAL QUOTATIONS 
 

We  meet on the second Tuesday of the month from 2.30 to 4.00pm in 

the Faringdon Library. The next two meetings will be on Tuesday 8th  

July and Tuesday 12th August. 

Please let me know if you wish to come by  the Friday preceding the meet-

ing  

Contact Cheng Yee Lowe (01367 243 070) for more information. 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

The 2013-2014 season will finish in July with a ‘Photo review’ and select-

ing ‘annual photos’. 

The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 

2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel: 

01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net). All photographers 

welcome.  Please let Anthony know if you wish to come along. 

mailto:anthony.burdall@burdall.net
mailto:anthony.burdall@burdall.net
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POETRY 

The poetry group will meet in Faringdon Library at 10.30am. on Monday 

21st  July when the subject will be Power.   

Write or bring a poem on this topic or just come and listen. All are wel-

come. There will be no meeting in August. 

For more information contact Joan Whittaker (01367 241 009). 

 

QUIZ 

             July 11th           August 8th          September 12th 

Question: What is used to mark the house/workplace of a famous person 

in London?  – Know the answer? Then come along to our group! They 

vary of course but are good fun! Get your little grey cells working!  

In the Old Town Hall, Faringdon at 10.00am on the above Fridays.  

For details contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net).  

 

RAMBLING 

All my walks are, as usual, subject to successful recces. I will try to get 

any major changes on to the web site prior to the walk. 
 

Thursday 24th July 
 

From Lambourn, we will start off with a circular walk of a wee bit over 4 

miles in the morning, followed, after lunch, with a circle of about 2 ½  or 3 

miles. 

Meet at GSCP 10.00 am for car sharing. 
                                                                                       

Thursday 28th August 
 

This month’s walk is a circular one of just over 6 miles centred on Bur-

ford. We will be stopping off for lunch at Fulbrook, which is about 5 miles 

from the starting point. 

Meet at GSCP for car sharing at 09.45 am (It takes about 35 - 40 min-

utes to get there and I wish to get there before the car park fills up, so 

please be prompt). 

 

Contact Ken Bowley (01367 241 296 or kenbowalker@gmail.com).  

mailto:kenbowalker@gmail.com
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RECORDER CONSORT 
 

The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. Mem-

bers play instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows access to a 

wide range of music. We have recently acquired new instruments (a sopran-

ino, descant, treble and tenor) and  members are trying them out in order 

to increase their playing flexibility. Some of us will be playing at the 

Peace Fete in Coleshill on July 5th and at the Summer Lunch on August 

14th.  

We meet in the afternoons of the third and last Thursday of the month at 

10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting at 2.30pm. Sessions are 

of about two hours duration including a break for refreshments.  

The schedule planned for the rest of 2014 is: 
 

 17th and 31st July   21st and 28th August 

 18
th

 and 25
th

 September  16
th

 and 30
th

 October  

 20th and 27th November  18th December 
 

If you are interested in joining but haven’t played for a while, we would 

be happy to offer some ‘tutoring’ to help you ‘get up to speed’ by, for 

example, ‘one to one’ sessions or playing straightforward pieces in a 

small group.  

Contact Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or  pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

On Tuesday 1st July we will visit Begbroke Science Park where Judy 

Britton of the University of Oxford Materials Department will talk on 

"Graphene & other nanomaterials - Current developments and out-

look", which will be followed by a tour of the Department. The meeting 

starts at 2.30pm. Please contact me if you are interested. 
 

There will be no meetings in August or September. 
 

For more information contact Keith Thrower (01367 240 848 or 

keith.thrower@tiscali.co.uk). All welcome. 

 

SCRABBLE 

We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00 - 4.00pm. We 

are a friendly and welcoming group and always pleased when new mem-

mailto:keith.thrower@tiscali.co.uk
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bers come along. Just give us a ring please to let us know you are coming, 

as space is limited. 
 

 Monday 14th July  Sylvia's (53 Town End Road, Faringdon) 

 Monday 11th Aug   Lynn's (14 Spinage Close, Faringdon) 

 Monday 8th Sep  Sylvia's (as above) 

For further information contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296) or Lynn 

Pettit (01367 242 019). 
 

STROLLERS 
 

Tuesday 22nd July 
 

Meet at GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing to Eastleach.  An easy circular 

walk of about 4 miles along the River Leach.  Lunch afterwards at The 

Victoria Inn.  Please let Lynn know if you are coming so car sharing can 

be arranged. 
 

Tuesday 26th August 
 

Meet at GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing to Appleton.  A flat walk of 

about 4 miles including part of the Thames Path.  Lunch afterwards at The 

Plough Inn.  Please let Lynn know if you are coming so car sharing can be 

arranged. 
 

New members are always welcome to join this small and friendly walking 

group.  Do give it a try!  For more information about both walks please 

contact Lynn Pettit (01367 242 019).   

 

It's advisable to wear boots and bring waterproofs and something to drink 

for both walks 

 

SUNDAY LUNCH 
 
 

Please note that no Sunday lunch has been arranged for July. 
 

Sunday 17th August 
 

Horse & Jockey, Stanford in the Vale. A la Carte. Small portions available 

on request. 
 

For more information or to book, contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296 

or sylkenbow@talktalk.net) 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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THEATREGOERS 
 

We look forward to "Two Gentlemen of Verona," at Stratford on Thursday 

September 4th. There will be a few seats available on the coach for any-

one who would like to buy their own ticket or who would like a day out in 

Stratford. 

We have trips planned for "Calamity Jane" on Saturday October 4th and 

"Jeeves and Wooster" on Saturday November 15th, both at The Everyman 

in Cheltenham. 

Our New Year trip to The Mill at Sonning for a meal and "Out of Order" 

is on Saturday January 3rd. 

 

Shaena Whitney has kindly agreed to send out emails in future. 

Members who are going on these trips will be contacted nearer the time. 

 

Margaret Starr ( 01367 240 201 Margaret.starr@ gmail.com) 

 
WINE APPRECIATION 

 

We normally run two sessions a month, on the third and fourth Tuesday of 

each month, at 2.00pm. Meetings are held at 3 Sadlers Close, Highworth 

Road, Faringdon. The sessional charge is £6.50, with 7-9 wines being tasted.   

Topics for the next meetings are:     

15th and 22nd July:  Classic Wine Regions – White Burgundy  

19th and 26th August: Wines of the Eastern Mediterranean 

16th and 23rd September: Rhôning round the world  

21st and 28th October: Pinot Noir around the world 

 

Please contact Charles Garrett (CharlesMGarrett@aol.com or 01367 240 

680) for further details, especially if you would be interested in joining the 

Group. Because of the limit on the number of tasting samples obtainable 

from a bottle, places may not be available at short notice for particular 

sessions. 
 

 

 

http://gmail.com
mailto:CharlesMGarrett@aol.com
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Thames Valley Network 
Study Days  

 

‘Historic Pathways’ on Monday 23rd September in Henley.  The lead 

speaker, Bruce Smith, has had a life-long enthusiasm for history and for 

exploring the English countryside on foot. Following old green lanes used 

by drovers is the perfect way of combining these interests. He will cover 

the history of drove roads and the recognition of these routes, and will in-

troduce us to some local drove roads. Afternoon activities led by experi-

enced U3A members, allow participants to explore the local area. [Fee 

£12] 
 

‘Researching Local History’ on Tuesday 30th September in Witney.  
This Study Day will explore how to find out about the history of your lo-

cality. Keynote speakers will be Liz Woolley from Oxford University who 

specialises in aspects of the history of Oxford and Oxfordshire and who is 

particularly interested in the everyday lives of rural people, during the 19th 

and early 20th centuries, and Keith Crawford of the Early family, makers 

of Witney blankets for over 300 years.  [Fee £12 Lunch £5] 
 

‘Poetry is Everywhere’ on Wednesday, 29th October in Wokingham. 

This will appeal to anyone who is interested in poetry. Guest speakers are 

Sir Michael Llewellyn-Smith, retired ambassador, on ‘The golden age of 

literature in Athens after WWII’, Chris McCabe, Librarian of The Saison 

Poetry Library on the Library’s scope and activities and Marie Fry 

[Wokingham U3A], with ‘A sideways look at rhyme, rhythm and im-

agery’. There will be workshops on various aspects of poetry and a chance 

to read aloud your favourite poem. [Fee £10 Lunch £5] 
 

‘Photographers Eye’ on Wednesday, 19th  November in Benson. The 

day, for photographers with varying degrees of expertise and experience, 

will focus on how to see a photograph in the world around, what makes a 

good interesting image, how to compose pictures that have impact and 

interest, and how to enhance  images using easy editing techniques such as 

Photoshop Elements. The Keynote speaker will be Derek Gale LRPS, an 

enthusiastic photographer who loves looking at other people’s photo-

graphs and learning from them. [Fee £10 Lunch £5] 

 

Information about these events, with application forms is available 
at www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk or contact Peter Foot our TVN Repre-
sentative on 01367 358 394 or p.foot47@gmail.com 

http://www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk
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FARINGDON  GROUPS 
 

Astronomy   John Campbell   01367 241748 

Blues & Roots   Sheila Donovan  01367 243363 

Books    Kay Chamberlain  Group full 

Bridge - All levels  Steve Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Canasta   Shaena Whitney  01367 243564 

Cinema Goers   Pauline Waywell  01367 242354 

Circle Dance   Lilly Dunkley   01367 820143 

Computing & Tablets  Ian Clarkson   01793 782836 

Cryptic Crosswords  Peter Smith   01367 241241 

Embroidery   Suellen Pedley   01367 710680 

Fab (Faringdon Appreciation of Berners)  Janet Deane  01367 241145 

Family History   Ian Clarkson   01793 782836 

Folk Dancing   Val Hudspeth   01367 241035 

Foreign Language Films Robin Stewart   01367 241295 

French Conversation  Françoise Stacey  Group full 

French Intermediate & Advanced     Carolyn Williams  Group full 

Gardeners   Christina Field   01367 241265 

Golf Croquet (summer)   Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240929 

History    Mike Iremonger  01367 241361 

History of Art   Mairead Boyce   01367 242494 

Holidays   Sylvia Bowley   01367 241296 

Intermediate Italian  Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240929 

iPad - short courses, occ. Sylvia Bowley   01367 241296 

Jazz    Patrick Wheare   01367 241927 

Language Taster  Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Local History   Sue Thrower   01367 240848 

Mah Jong   Carolyn Clarkson  01793 782836 

Military History  Bjorn Watson   01793 782748 

Music Appreciation  Beryl Cooper   01367 242908 

National Trust   Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Opera    Anthony Burdall  01367 240713 

Philosophical Quotations Cheng Yee Lowe  Contact Chairman 

Photography   Anthony Burdall  01367 240713 

Poetry    Joan Whittaker   01367 241009 

Quilting   Valerie Burdall   01367 240713 

Quiz    Sylvia Bowley   01367 241296 

Rambling   Ken Bowley   01367 241296 

Recorder Consort  Peter Smith   01367 241241 

Science & Technology  Keith Thrower   01367 240848 

Scrabble   Lynn Pettit/Sylvia Bowley 242019/241296 

Slimmers   Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Spanish - Intermediate  Robin Stewart   Group full 

Strollers   Rona Bingham/Lynn Pettit 241384/242019 

Sunday Lunch    Sheila Donovan/Sylvia Bowley 243363/241296 

Theatre Goers   Janet Deane   01367 241145 

Wine Appreciation  Charles Garrett   01367 240680 

Yoga    Jane Archer   01793 782876 
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The gardeners see 

how it should be 

done—the visit to 

Kew  in May! 


