
  

May/June 2013 Newsletter 

 

The more intrepid members of the Astronomy Group comet-hunting at the 

top of the Folly Tower. Or perhaps, due to the fact that the comet was hidden 

by a bank of cloud, should they be called the more foolish members? 
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Chairman’s Message 
Do you think as it is now May, we might be safe in saying that this long and 

hard winter is OVER! . . . I certainly hope so; it seems to have gone on and 

on. I am though aware of the old saying ‘Cast not a clout till May is out’, and 

it may be old fashioned but those sayings are surprisingly accurate. So . . . 

What to talk about? Well within this newsletter you will find the new 

programme card, and the list of speakers and events from May through to 

next April, try to keep it and then you can refer to it at any time to see 

what is on offer. And of course, use the web site; the same information 

will be on there but with one major difference any changes can be made 

on there instantly and so it would be more accurate! The list of groups on 

the card is as up-to-date as we can make it now, but of course could 

change and the card will not be re-issued until next May. That I think is 

the brilliance of the Internet, it being so instant and up to date. To remind 

you, the web address is: http://faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com. The 

main contact telephone numbers are on the card, but we will by now have 

had the first meeting of the new Committee and so some of the positions 

may change. These I will notify you of in the next newsletter, but they will 

be posted on the web site very soon. So if you need to contact anyone you 

should be able to find someone to phone quite easily. 

The main event of the Summer is the Garden Party on Thursday 29th 

August  This will be mentioned in greater detail in the next newsletter but 

make sure you keep the date free. It is usually a lovely relaxed social 

event, where the main components are supplied by the U3A, (that is the 

salmon, chicken, ham, quiches, and bread). The wine and soft drinks are 

not expensive, and the rest, that is the salads and the desserts in all their 

colourful and varied glory are supplied by you!  Do come! 

Just a couple of other things, for those newer members when you see the 

initials GSCP in the newsletter, it simply means Gloucester Street Car Park, 

in Faringdon, a place to meet. It is easy for us older members to forget that 

newer members might not know what the heck it is! Then a bit of a nag – 

when you belong to a group could you PLEASE let the group leader know 

if you are going to attend. This is purely logistical but should be automatic. 

Whether the group is held in the leader’s home or at a venue they need to 

know how many chairs or tables to get out, or car sharing to organise. If 

they gamble on a high number and then that does not materialize, that is 

annoying and the same in reverse. So please remember to let them know! 

Sylvia Bowley 
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Meetings Calendar 

Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each 

month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a wel-

come from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting 

speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group 

Leaders and socialise.  
 

Thursday 9th May 2013  

John Campbell (our Groups Co-ordinator) takes us on a journey along 

“North India’s dangerous roads by motorcycle”. 

May/June Newsletter available to collect 
 

Thursday 13th June 2013  

Jake Sutton, an artist painter with a rolling exhibition in his Fairford Gal-

lery, will tell us "A Painter's Tale". Jake's work received early recogni-

tion when he won the Daily Express National Children's Painting Compe-

tition at the age of 7. Now it can be seen world-wide, including the Lon-

don Underground system, in the House of Commons Permanent Collec-

tion and on sets of stamps here and in the USA.  
 

Thursday 11th July 2013  

Suellen Pedley (leader of our Embroidery Group) will introduce us to 

“The History of Church Embroidery”. 

July/August Newsletter available to collect 
 

Thursday 29th August 2013 - Note Date! 

Summer Garden Party at the home of Jenny and Steve Braithwaite (19 Cox-

well Road, Faringdon). More information in the July/August Newsletter. 
 

Thursday 26th September 2013 - Note Date! 

A look at “Crosswords and Butterflies” with Val Fare, who works on 

the Daily Telegraph crossword. 
 

Tuesday 8th October 2013 

Open Morning with stands and displays by U3A Interest Groups , for 

potential new members and also for existing members to find other groups 

in which they be interested. More information in the July/August Newslet-

ter,  Free Entry and Hot Drinks. 
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Members’ News 

We are pleased to welcome the following members who have recently 

joined U3A: Janet Curmi (Buckland); Jenny Goff (Shrivenham); Stephanie 
Hollock (Lechlade); Jane Horey (Highworth); Barbara & Philip Jarrett 

(Wantage); Moira Lamb (Clanfield); David Mackintosh (Shrivenham); 
Muriel Mackintosh (Faringdon); Madge Ramsden (Wantage); Judith Ste-

vens (Highworth); and Gloria & David Zentler-Munro (Faringdon). 

We heard with regret of the death of Peter Munn, who was the inspiration 
behind the revival of our Classic Jazz Group and always full of ideas and 

plans. He had a great knowledge of jazz and could get all kinds of infor-
mation out of players at live jazz just by talking to them. Peter was also a 

regular member of the Science & Technology Group. He will be much 
missed, and our condolences go to Peter’s family and friends. 

Doreen Ilott (Membership Secretary) 

Faringdon U3A Website 

The new website is now up and running and I am delighted that so 

many Group Leaders have taken up the invitation to put a little 

more information there about what their group is doing. If you 

want to see an example of what can be done have a look at the 

Astronomy site – it’s almost like setting homework! Do please 

continue to submit “stuff” – it will help keep the site fresh and 

vibrant. Feel free also to make suggestions – all ideas will be 

considered! 

Finally I would like to offer an apology. I have gone through the last 

10 years thinking that all website addresses begin http//www. or 

something similar, and so when I was telling people about our new 

website I gave it as www.faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com. THIS 

IS NOT CORRECT - IT IS SIMPLY(!) faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com 

Please accept my apologies. 

Ian Clarkson 
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Deadline for July/August 2013 Newsletter 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor: 

Keith Thrower, 13 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY 

Tel: 01367 240 848; Email: keith.thrower@tiscali.co.uk  

by Wednesday 26th June 

The July/August Newsletter will be available Thursday 11th July 

Registered Charity No. 1116311 

“Thank You” from Carolyn Williams, 

After seven enjoyable years organising the talks at the U3A monthly 
meetings, I would like to thank all the people who helped me. I 
worked with three chairmen : Anthony Burdall twisted my arm to 
join the Committee, Ian Clarkson gave me every support possible, 
and Sylvia Bowley carries on the good work.  

Some members have suggested excellent speakers, and in the last 
few years I have had the help of a super sub-committee, notably 
Alison Corley, Janis Chatfield and Doreen Ilott. Peter Smith joined 
us this year, and everyone will be there now to support Dorothy 
Garrett who has seconded me superbly in recent months and who 
is now "in charge"! John Campbell answered my calls for technical 
help (as did Ian Clarkson) and was always there on the day, now 
aided and abetted by Peter Smith. Lesley Owers, the caretaker of 
the Corn Exchange, was invariably helpful. And Pat Purbrick 
supplied speakers and audience with the essential tea and biscuits! 

At Dorothy's request, I am staying on the sub-committee, for which 
I am very glad. It has been fascinating, meeting speakers from all 
walks of life, and I know Dorothy will enjoy it as much as I have. 

Best wishes, 

Carolyn Williams 
 

An addendum from Dorothy Garrett: "We are very grateful to 
Carolyn for the many reports of the monthly talks she has sent to 
the Newsletter—and also to the Faringdon Folly, helping to 
maintain the high profile of the U3A in the town and surrounding 
villages. She has for a long time been an energetic contributor, and 
we hope she will be able to enjoy some extra free time now that she 
is stepping aside from the U3A Committee.” 
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Carl Boardman, recently retired 

Head of History Services at the Ox-

ford History Centre, started his talk 

by telling us to cast our minds back 

to 1696 when, in Thame, a certain 

George Fuller wanted to get rid of 

his wife. No divorce being available 

then, his only option was 

to sell her on the market 

for two and a quarter 

pence a pound. Having 

weighed her, he charged 

twenty-nine shillings 

and one penny to Tho-

mas Heath, the pur-

chaser. Now, there was 

no law against selling 

one's wife, but Thomas was taken to 

court for adultery. However, the case 

was dropped when he explained that 

he knew she was unhappy and he 

had sent her off to her relatives! 

This set the tone of Carl's talk. He 

ran the archive department for 25 

years in the former church of St 

Luke's, working on the historic 

records of Oxfordshire. The latter 

cover 7 km of shelving, the earliest 

dating from 1150, and show what 

"a very weird lot indeed" local 

people were! 

First of all there are the records of 

Quarter Sessions from the 17th cen-

tury onwards. They met four times a 

year. An example of these records is 

the warrant, sending a constable to 

the rectory to arrest a burglar, fol-

lowed by a letter from the rector 

pleading mitigating circumstances, 

and a further document showing that 

the villain was attempting 

to take his own wife from 

the rector's bedroom! 

According to the Poor 

Law, church wardens and 

overseers had to tax the 

rich to look after the poor. 

The receipt of these bene-

fits depended on the poor 

living in the parish they 

were born in, so no parish wanted 

these people. Women were at-

tached for this purpose to their hus-

band's "parish of settlement". At St 

Peter-in-the-East in 1696 there was 

a prostitute called Black Moll, who 

found herself pregnant. This meant 

that the parish would have to fi-

nance the child for 16 years. They 

came up with a plan: to marry her 

to an elderly man from Cowley. 

This led to a street brawl between 

the church wardens of Cowley and 

St Peter's on the morning of the 

wedding, and to the bridegroom 

being eventually made a ward of 

Meeting—Thursday 14th March 

“Archives and Villainy in Oxfordshire” 

Carl Boardman 

ACTIVITIES REPORTS 
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court to stop him getting married, 

something which he and Moll did 

finally achieve years later! 

From 1643-93 another battle 

raged in Thame, involving a bene-

factor, the building of tenements 

for the poor, a transformation of 

these tenements into a workhouse, 

and various villains who then 

transformed it for their own pur-

poses. These are known as 

"records of administration". 

Next are the records of the 

Church of England, mainly very 

bland parish memoranda. The 

worst era in these records was just 

after the Restoration, when new 

clergy were hurriedly and care-

lessly appointed, and sought re-

venge on the Nonconformists. The 

trouble with the new clergy was 

that they were recruited amongst 

members of the University who 

had to resign on getting married. 

They left an academic lifestyle and 

found themselves in backwaters, 

among less educated people, and 

they often took to drink to drown 

their sorrows, omitting to fulfil 

their parish obligations. However 

they had a job for life, as the 

bishop of Oxford found when he 

wanted to dismiss a rector who 

had drunk the money collected in 

an appeal after the Great Fire of 

London, and who hit the bishop's 

messenger over the head with a 

cudgel when he came to investi-

gate. He remained rector until he 

died. In the 19th century, at Great 

Rollright, the incumbent had an 

inflated idea of his own importance 

and demanded that Brasenose Col-

lege, owner of the rectory, extend 

the house. The College refused but 

he had the work done nevertheless. 

Seeing his creditors at the door, he 

sneaked out across the vegetable 

patch to the church, preached on 

"Forgive us our debts as we forgive 

our debtors", disappeared into the 

vestry, and was never seen again! 

Here, Carl, a graduate of Brase-

nose, told us the story of the devil 

collecting the deceased president of 

the Hell Fire Club from his College 

room in 1820. A record of another 

sort. There are records of 

"everything else" in the archives, 

documenting ordinary lives. Less 

ordinary maybe, is the account of 

six men carrying a coffin through 

Wychwood forest, for burial at 

Shippon, stopping to chase a squir-

rel, getting caught in snow, losing 

the coffin, and finding it again two 

months later! 

Carl encouraged us to visit the 

History Centre, open Tuesday-

Saturday 9-5. It is free but ID is 

required. Faringdon records are not 

there as the Vale was in Berkshire 

until 1974, so our records are in 

Reading. He spoke amusingly, 

without any notes, and it was an 

entertaining as well as instructive 

afternoon. 
 

This report by Carolyn Williams also ap-

peared in the April issue of The Folly.  
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Thursday 11th April 

Annual General Meeting 

Sally Higgins 

The Minutes of last year’s AGM 

were accepted with no matters ris-

ing. Sylvia started her report by 

giving thanks to all the committee 

for their continued support and 

special thanks to Carolyn Wil-

liams, Kath Wallis and Robin 

Byers who were all stepping down. 

The remainder of the committee 

were happy to stay on and Linda 

Leggett, Kaye Byers and Fred May 

were all elected unopposed to the 

committee. Sylvia also gave thanks 

to Keith Thrower for his continued 

production of a very successful 

Newsletter. Keith has indicated 

however that as from March 2014 

he will be standing down as Editor 

so a new editor is now required. 

Special thanks were given to Pat 

Purbrick for providing us with tea 

and biscuits at the monthly meet-

ings. Sylvia went on to say that the 

U3A is thriving with a steady 

number of members with new ac-

tivity groups being started. 

Unfortunately we have lost eight 

members in the year all of whom 

will be sadly missed. 

The Christmas Lunch did not take 

place in December but a ‘Bit of a 

Do’ replaced it in January which 

was a great success. It has been 

decided to go back to a December 

celebration which is in the plan-

ning stage at the moment. The 

Summer Lunch at Steve and Jenny 

Braithwaite’s had a break but will 

be held again in August. The 

Fresher’s Fair, now to be called 

‘Open Day’, in October was a suc-

cess and will be held again this 

coming October. 

Sylvia went on to say that the 

new website is now up and running 

and Ian Clarkson who is the web-

master would be requiring infor-

mation and photos from group 

leaders and members to ensure that 

it is up to date and interesting. 

Sylvia ended her report by saying 

that public speaking and chairing 

meetings had not been one of her 

talents but felt her skills with a micro-

phone were improving. She also said 

that this is what the U3A is all about - 

learning and trying new things. 

The Treasurer, Nigel Wilkinson, 

said that the finances were in good 

shape and reported that the income 

for the year was £7,776 and expen-

diture was £6,342. The accounts 

showed that the NT and Theatre 

Groups showed a loss for the year 

– this is due to the fact that the bal-

ance of outings for 2012 had been 

paid for but the deposits were re-

ceived in 2011. Some deposits for 
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URGENT—New Editor Needed for Newsletter 

As announced last month, I shall be retiring as Editor from April 
2014  and so there is now less than 12 months to find a new 
Editor!  

The Newsletter is an essential means of communication for U3A 
members. As you will see in the item above, more emphasis is 
being given to the U3A Website, but the printed version of the 
Newsletter will continue for a long time and so we still need 
somebody to get together information about Group and other 
activities and put it in suitable format for printing or for display on 
the website.  

Previous editorial experience is not needed as training will be 
given, but familiarity with using Office or similar programmes 
would be a real advantage, and it is essential to have a computer, 
printer and broadband connection to the internet. 

If you think you might be interested, please contact me on 01367 
240 848 or keith.thrower@tiscali.co.uk to discuss the matter. 

Keith Thrower  

outings were received in 2012 but 

the balance to be paid was a greater 

amount. Gift Aid continues to be a 

welcome income as it almost cov-

ers the cost of the Capitation fees 

due to the U3A Trust. Peter Mur-

phy has agreed to continue to be 

the Examiner of Accounts. It has 

been agreed by the committee that 

membership fees will rise from 

January 2014 to £18 per person and 

£30 per couple. This is to cover the 

cost of delivering the Newsletter 

straight from the printer by post. 

In any other business Peter Smith 

mentioned that a new recorder 

playing group had started, Sheila 

Donovan asked for more members 

to join the Sunday Lunch club as 

the numbers were dwindling and 

Peter Raven said that a gardening 

club visit to the Savill Gardens 

near Windsor was being organised 

for the 18th July. 

Sylvia brought the proceedings to 

a close stating that tea and cake 

were being served and the quiz 

there to be solved. 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Notes for Members 

• If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-
ordinator John Campbell.  

• Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - for a full 
list of groups see the list on the Programme Card or contact the 
Groups Co-ordinator. 

• Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with 
the Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and 
that it has room for new members.  

• All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, 
but before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups 
Co-ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for 
Interest Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and 
time(s). 

• For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for 
Gloucester Street Car Park, entered past the Library in 
Gloucester Street. 

BLUES & ROOTS 

This group seeks to explore a little of American history and listen to or 

watch documentaries and performances related to blues music. We meet 

monthly at 3.00pm in The Bell Hotel, Market Place, Faringdon. 

Tuesday 21st May. Podcast: 'Bootlegger's Blues'. The national prohibition 

of alcohol in America from 1920 led to the rise of the bootlegger. Songs 

about bootleg liquor and its sometimes dangerous effects provide the 

subject matter for this slice of US history. Plus 'American Folk Blues 

Festival 1962-1966 Vol 1' - Historic performances from a host of 

legendary blues artists, recorded in a small TV studio during 1962 - 1966. 

Tuesday 25th June. Podcast: 'Joe Louis is the Man'. Many songs were 

written about Joe Louis, whose life and career from 1934 through the 

Second World War made him a natural hero to black America and one of 
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BRIDGE 

All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church Hall 

(rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park) from 

10.00am to 12 noon.  

Intermediate 

Mon 13th May and Wed 15th May (bidding balanced hands) 

Mon 20th May 

Mon 3rd June and Wed 5th June (bidding strong balanced hands) 

Mon 8th July and Wed 10th July (very strong balanced hands) 

Experienced 

Wed 22nd May (take out doubles) 

Wednesday 12thJune (more take-out doubles) 

Wednesday 17thJuly 

If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to 

attend. 

For further details contact Steve Braithwaite. 

 

CANASTA 

Takes place at 2.00-4.00pm at 53 Town End Road, Faringdon every 2nd 

and 4th Tuesdays. Meeting are 14th and 28th May, 5th and 19th June, and 

3rd July. Please telephone or email to book a space. 

Call Sylvia Bowley. 

the country’s biggest celebrities. Plus a selection of video clips of concert 

performances by traditional and modern blues artists. 

For further information or to be added to the mailing list, contact Sheila 

Donovan.  

CLASSIC JAZZ 

On Monday 13th May we’ll be meeting at the Bell Hotel, Market Place, 

Faringdon (not the Library) where we’ll watch on DVD an episode of Ken 

Burns’ monumental History of Jazz. This covers Louis Armstrong, Bessie 

Smith, Bix Beiderbecke, Benny Goodman, Duke Ellington, Paul 
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COMPUTING 

The Beginners’ course has now ended – I hope to start another one in the 

autumn and may be able to include Tablets as well as Laptops. 

At the end of  January the single session workshop on Files, Folders and 

Backups proved very popular, so I am repeating it on Wednesday, 29th 

May at 2.00pm. We will look at Files and Folders and how best to 

organise them on your computer, before looking at the many ways now 

available to back up your files – external hard drives, memory sticks and 

Cloud storage will all be included. Do get in touch if you would like to 

join us. 

Other workshop suggestions are for sessions using Publisher and Address 

Labels – any takers? Are there other requests? Please let me know. 

All Computing sessions are held on Wednesdays, starting at 2:00pm. I 

look forward to hearing from you. 

Ian Clarkson. 

CRIBBAGE 

Takes place on 1st and 3rd Friday afternoons 2.00-4.00pm. Dates are 17th 

May, 7th and 21st June, and 5th July. The Group has taken off quite well 

and is enjoyed by all.   

Contact Sylvia Bowley for details or to book a space.  

Whiteman and Artie Shaw. It’s packed with historic film clips and well 

worth seeing.  

Then on Monday 10th June we’ll be back in the Library, Gloucester 

Street, at 10.30am for a meeting called Ladies’ Choice. They (as ever) will 

be in charge and we’ll look forward to hearing their pick of music. 

That will be our last meeting before the summer break. We shall return on 

Monday 9th September at the Library as usual – 10.30am to noon. 

Programme not yet decided. Any ideas or speakers will be very welcome. 

Just let Robin or me know. 

Patrick Wheare  and Robin Ison  
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FAMILY HISTORY 

The next meeting of the Experienced group, aimed at those who have al-

ready made significant progress with their research, will be on Friday 31st 

May. If I don’t receive any alternative suggestions for an opening topic 

we will review all the new collections added to the ever-increasing num-

ber of websites available to Family History researchers. New members are 

very welcome to join us. Please contact me if you want more information. 

Family History meetings are held on Fridays, at 11.00am. 

Ian Clarkson. 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS 

Our next film will be Jean-Pierre Jeunet's "Micmacs" starring Dany Boon.  

This five star rated comedy, 2009, is in French with English sub-titles. It 

will be shown on Wednesday, 12th June at 2.00pm for 2.15pm. Please 

note change of day and time.  

For more information contact Robin Stewart. 

FOLK DANCING  

Want to lose weight, take more exercise or simply to have more fun! We 

can guarantee the latter and perhaps help with the former! Come on, give 

it a try. We meet in the Catholic Church Hall (entrance by Budgen's Car 

Park) at 2.15pm on the first Monday of the month.  We look forward to 

seeing you. A warm welcome awaits. 

Contact Val Hudspeth. 

EMBROIDERY 

The small group of embroidery enthusiasts is slowly growing in number, 

as is their confidence in their newfound skills. If you would like to join the 

group to learn the fascinating art of embroidery, even if you have never 

threaded a needle in your life, we will welcome you. We meet at 2.00pm - 

4.00pm on the second Tuesday in the month by the kind invitation of Mrs 

Maria Pugh. 

Contact Suellen Pedley. 
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GARDENERS 

Tuesday 14th May: Visit to Stourhead: Peter Raven is organising this 

trip so if you want to go please get in touch with Peter as there are still 

seats available on the coach.  

Wednesday 19th June (please note change of day). 

Visit to Rodmarton Manor and Gardens. The Manor House is a su-

preme example of a house and all its furniture made according to the Arts 

& Crafts ideals. It has an eight acre garden which was designed as a series 

of rooms and is still the same today, considered one of the finest gardens 

in Gloucestershire. Entrance to the House and Garden is £8.00; refresh-

ments are available at £4.00 per person. Meet at GSCP at 1.00pm for car-

sharing to Rodmarton. Vivian Randall is organising this trip so please get 

in touch with Vivien if you want to go. 

Thursday 4th July: Peter Raven is having a ‘Open Garden’ and plant/seed 

swap/sale in aid of the Marie Curie Foundation, Admission £2.00, refresh-

ments included. 

Thursday 18th July TRIP OPEN TO ALL U3A MEMBERS 

Visit to Savill Gardens, Windsor. Britain’s finest ornamental garden with 

35 acres of interconnecting gardens and exotic woodland. I have provi-

sionally booked a coach, so if you are interested please sign the form at 

the U3A monthly meeting and details will be sent to you later if there is 

sufficient interest. 

For more information contact Christina Field. 

HISTORY OF ART 

On Thursday 16th May at 2.00pm in Faringdon Old Town Hall we will 

look at the influence of the Roman Catholic Counter-Reformation on Ba-

roque art; Sue Thrower will present the talk that has been put together by 

Dorothy Garrett. 

Our meeting on Thursday 20th June will be concerned with the Northern 

Baroque movement—more details at the May meeting. 

For further information contact Mairead Boyce. 
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LOCAL HISTORY 

On Wednesday 5th June we shall visit Nuffield Place, home of William Mor-

ris, Lord Nuffield, near Henley-on-Thames. This is a National Trust property 

so please bring your NT card if you are a member. We will meet at GSCP at 

1.00pm for car sharing.  

On Wednesday 3rd July we will have the postponed April visit to the 

nearby and contrasting Churches of St Peter Broughton Poggs and St Peter 

Filkins. This will conclude with a visit to the Cotswold Woollen Weavers 

Museum and shop at Filkins where we will have tea. We will meet at 

GSCP at 1.30pm for car sharing. 

All welcome to both meetings. Regular members are asked to let me know 

in good time whether or not they are coming. 

For more information contact Sue Thrower.  

MAH JONG 

Takes place at 2.00-4.00pm every 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Next meetings 

are 15th May, 5th and 19th June, and 3rd July. Mixed group, some who can 

play and some who are learning. Please telephone or email to book a 

space. 

Sylvia Bowley. 

MILITARY HISTORY 

The Military History Group usually meets on the first Thursday of the 

month and we consider an eclectic range of topics. After a very interesting 

talk in April by Anthony Athawes in which he told us about his first hand 

experiences of the bombing of Bath, we are moving on to discuss the 

Italian Campaign in WWII. We have finalized our programme for next 

year but we are always open to members putting forward their own 

suggestions relating to their particular interests.  

LANGUAGE TASTER 

We shall take a long summer break 
 to give everyone time to try out what we have learned! 

 

Jenny Braithwaite 
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MUSIC APPRECIATION 

Our programme until June will be: 

May    NO MEETING (Bank Holiday) 

Monday 24th June  Three's Company 

Monday 22nd July  Footenotes 

We have a break in August , and resume on Monday 23rd September. 

All meetings are on the fourth Monday of the month, 10.15 for 10.30am, 

in Faringdon Library. Please let Beryl know before each meeting whether 

or not you will be coming. 

Contact Beryl Cooper for more information.  

OPERA 

After April’s opera ‘Les Contes d'Hoffmann’ for May, we shall be seeing 

a fascinating Glyndebourne production of Handel’s ‘Rinaldo’. For nautical 

reasons the First Showing is on 30th April, before the issue of the Newslet-

ter but the 2nd, 3rd and 4th showings will be in May. 

‘Don Carlo’ by Verdi will follow this in June from the Royal Opera 

House. The final meeting of the season for July is postponed to 5th August, 

again for nautical reasons, when the opera will be ‘Tannhauser’ by Wag-

ner from Festspeilhaus Baden-Baden. 

For details please contact Anthony Burdall, Bobbie Stewart  or Linda 

Leggett. 

.Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera. 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 13th June  at 10.30am on "The 

Italian Campaign Part Two".  

You are very welcome to join us. For more information, please contact 

Bjorn Watson.  
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POETRY 
We meet in Faringdon Library in Gloucester Street at 10.30am.  

Monday 20th  May   Gardens 

Monday 17th June   Fantasy 

Write or bring a poem about these topics. Or just come and listen. 

For more information contact Joan Whittaker. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

The May meeting, on Wednesday 8th May, will be a photographic expe-

dition to Waddesdon Manor to photograph ‘Country House Majesty’ both 

inside the house and in the gardens. Weather permitting, meet at my house 

at 10:00am for car sharing. Cars may be left at our house. 

The June Meeting, on Wednesday 12th June, will be a photographic 

100yds circle exercise in Faringdon Market Square. The exercise is in-

tended to develop skills in recognising photographs within a limited area 

to show the essence of the area. 

There will be no meeting in July and the final meeting of the year will be 

on Wednesday 14th August. This meeting will be a photo review and se-

lecting ‘annual photos’. 

The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 

2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall. Please let Anthony know if you 

wish to come along. 

PHILOSOPHICAL QUOTATIONS 

This group meets on the first Monday of each month in the Faringdon 

Library from 10.30 am to 12noon. We are a small but lively group, and all 

are welcome. 

Our next two meetings are on Monday 3rd June and Monday 1st July. 

Cheng Yee Lowe. 
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RAMBLING 

All my walks are, as usual, subject to successful recces. I will try to get 

any major changes on to the web site prior to the walk. 

It would also be helpful for you to inform me, before the Monday prior to 

the walk, if you intend to come so that I can give the pub a more accurate 

number when booking lunch. 

The next 2 walks are as follows: 

Thursday 23rd May 

For this month a circular walk of about 7½ miles from Highworth, with 

lunch at the Freke Arms. 

Meet at 10.00am at GSCP for car sharing. 

Thursday 27th June 
And for this month a morning circular walk of about 5 miles, and an after-

noon one of about 3 miles, from Cricklade. 

Meet at 9.45am at GSCP for car sharing. 

Contact Ken Bowley.  

QUIZ 

14th June 12th July 9th August 

In the Faringdon Old Town Hall at 10.00am on the above Fridays. It’s a 

great group, fun but makes you think!  

For details contact Sylvia Bowley.  

QUILTING 
We are a welcoming group which quilts mainly by hand, for beginners to 

experts, from small projects to large quilts. We learn together. We meet on 

the last Wednesday in the month at 2.00pm at Valerie’s. Do come and 

join us. 

For more information contact Valerie Burdall, Vanessa Sharkey or Jill 

Perry. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

I will contact Group members shortly about arrangements for meetings on 

Tuesday 4th June and Tuesday 2nd July, but in the meantime please note 

the dates in your diary.  

Keith Thrower.  

SCRABBLE 

We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00 – 4.00pm.  We 

are a friendly and welcoming group and always pleased for beginners to 

join us. We also plan to incorporate a tournament-style timed game for 

two players following our master class with Steve Perry. Please ring to let 

us know you are coming, as space is limited. 

Monday 13th May  Lynn’s 

Monday 10th June  Sylvia’s 

Monday 8th July  Lynn’s  

For further information contact Lynn Pettit or Sylvia Bowley. 

SLIMMERS 
Losing weight has been almost impossible during the cold weather, but 

now is the time!  

Next weigh-in on Friday 10th May, 9.30am  

 

If you’d like to try to shed a few pounds, just turn up  

or ring Jenny Braithwaite. 

RECORDER CONSORT 

The newly-formed Recorder Consort has now met three times and 

currently has six players. We are in the process of establishing regular 

meeting times which will be posted on our website page.  

New players would be welcome.  

Contact Peter Smith.  
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STROLLERS 

Friday 24th May 

A return trip to Chimney Meadows, which is celebrating its 10th anniver-

sary as a BBOWT wildlife reserve this year. They are hoping for a good 

display of wild flowers. Meet at Gloucester Street Car Park and 10.15am 

for car sharing to Chimney. A flat 3 mile walk taking in Duxford Ford and 

part of the Thames Path. Lunch afterwards at Ashton Pottery. Please let 

Lynn know if you are coming so car sharing can be arranged. 

Tuesday 25th June 

A second attempt at this walk which was cancelled in March as it was wa-

terlogged. Meet at Gloucester Street Car park at 10.00am for car sharing to 

Asthall. A flat 4 mile walk, taking in the villages of Widford and Swin-

brook, with a pub lunch at the Maytime Inn in Asthall afterwards. Please 

let Lynn know if you are coming so car sharing can be arranged. 

Please wear boots and bring waterproofs and water for both walks. 

For more information contact Lynn Pettit. 

SUNDAY LUNCH 

Sunday 19th May. Old Crown Hotel, Market Place, Faringdon. 12.15pm 

Two courses including Carvery. 

Please note the restaurant is situated upstairs; seating on the ground floor 

can be arranged if required. 

For further information or booking contact Sheila Donovan .  

Sunday 23rd June (please note this is a week later than usual) 

The Greyhound, Besselsleigh. 12noon for 12.30pm 

Varied menu and prices to choose from on the day. 

For further information or booking contact Sylvia Bowley. 
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WINE APPRECIATION 

We run two sessions a month, normally on the third and fourth Tuesdays 

of each month, at 2.00pm, and the sessional charge is £6.50.  

Topics for the next three meetings are 

21st and 28th May:  Wines of Chile and Argentina 

18th and 25th June:  Wines of England and Wales 

16th and 23rd July:  Members’ Choice* 

*different venues will be used for these sessions. 

Please contact Charles Garrett for further details, especially if you would 

be interested in joining the Group. Places for new members are currently 

available, especially for the 4th Tuesday session. Because of the limit on 

the number of tasting samples obtainable from a bottle, places may not be 

available at short notice for particular sessions. 

Thames Valley Network 

Photographic Study Day 
Recently four Faringdon members attended the Photographic Study 
Day at High Wycombe. As always this was such a good day out. 
Being photographic you could if you wish submit entries to a 
competition, which had some small prizes. Opposite there is a 
sample of the quality of the photographs supplied. But what was 
interesting at the end was that at least three of the winners were 
using small compact cameras!  

After arrival, registration and a welcome coffee/tea and biscuit we 
attended two talks both by professional photographers, one a 
portrait photographer who showed us a cross section of her work 
and demonstrated some of the lighting techniques she used. Her 
photographs showed a wonderful range of poses which resulted in 
very relaxed and beautiful photographs no matter the age of the 
model (or indeed whether human or animal). Then we were shown 
what could be done with imaging techniques once photographs 
were on the computer. One particular piece of software will change 
a photograph into a painting using various paints, brush strokes or 
artists styles. We saw oil, watercolours, Van Gogh, to name but a 
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few. You can choose the 
paper type to print it on 
to give the different 
looks.  It does though all 
go to show that really 
you cannot believe any 
photo you see. You 
cannot say these days ‘a 
photo does not lie’. It 
certainly can! 

Lunch was buffet style 
with a good selection of 
freshly-made sandwiches 
and all the things that go 
with them, with tea and 
coffee as well.  

At this point we had a 
chance to properly view 
all the photo entries and 
this was when the 
judging was taking place. 
The afternoon consisted 
of various work shops, 
and I attended the 
Imaging Programmes, 
followed by what you can 
do with you photographs 
afterwards. Both very 
amusing but actually 
slightly more use for 
someone who was just 
starting out and had no idea what to do after taking the 
photographs on their digital camera. There were two other different 
session too. 

It was a day when you meet lots of nice people and costs only a few 
pounds each.  

Look out for future Study Days – in the Newsletter – on the notice 
board – or on the TVN website. 

Sylvia Bowley 
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Science & Technology Group members learning about the perils 
and discomforts of 3rd class travel at Didcot Railway Centre 

Hurst Spit, The Solent (Photography Group)) 


