November/December 2013 Newsletter

Summer Lunch Entertainment!
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Chairman’s Message
From having nothing to say last time this time there is lots! Typical.
Firstly the summer party – what a great day that was. The weather was
kind to us, not too hot but just lovely. A good turn out, we think over a
hundred of you came. So that meant that the food was more prolific, and
with the delicious salmon, ham and quiches made a sumptuous spread.
Thank you to you all for producing such lovely food, and especially to
Kaye Byers who cooked some of the salmon, having never done it before.
The wine supplies were co-ordinated by Charles Garrett, and the choice he
came up with was very good, and then any surplus was sold at the end of
the afternoon. The quiz was enjoyed by most and the victors who just
happened to be on my table (the quizmaster – no coincidence honest, I
gave them no help) received a discount from next years’ membership fee.
Thanks of course go to Steve and Jenny Braithwaite for making us so
welcome, and they have expressed their thanks for the collection we made
during the afternoon for their African Charity.
A note from Mike Iremonger:
It was a great day. We have to thank the weather, and Steve and Jenny in
particular but it was an all round effort both from committee members and
others. It would not have been such a success without all those who helped
on the day; the ‘heavy’ gang who came on the Wednesday and who then
worked in reverse at the end, the musical interlude by Peter and his
recorder consort, and to all those who provided furniture and food. What
have I omitted to mention? Probably quite a lot. I should certainly also
mention the hundred or so members who came. The event would have
been much less enjoyable if their number had not almost exactly matched
the number of chairs and tables we had set out and their food offering had
not so well complemented what had been provided by the committee.
And a letter from those from Eastfield Court who attended:
I would just like to thank you and all involved for the recent Summer
Garden Party. I know that these things don’t just ‘happen’, but take
considerable organization and time, to be successful. And successful it
was – the weather was perfect, the food delicious and the entertainment
great fun. Hats off to you all! And as Mr. Grace might have put it ‘You
have all done very well’!!! Mark Welsh.
Then the holiday to Derbyshire was excellent but a separate piece about
that later in the newsletter. And the new one on offer for next year!
Now for the Open Day. Another good morning. As you know the Open
Day name was replacing our’ Fresher’s Fair’, and we had a new banner
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saying that, outside the Corn Exchange. I think it did invite people to
come in, we certainly seemed busy. Most of the Group Leaders attended
and all had interest expressed in their groups. The outcome of this event
were 46 new members and a total now of over 450. We are steadily
increasing bit by bit.
As I said earlier, plenty to say this time. Also in this newsletter there is
mention of the December Bit of a Do. Remember the January Bit of a Do?
This is similar to that, but not too Christmassy!
That’s it for this time, and as you won’t hear from me again till after
Christmas – have a good one, and Happy New Year.
Sylvia Bowley
http://faringdon&districtU3A.wordpress.com
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Meetings Calendar
Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each
month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a welcome from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting
speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group
Leaders and socialise.
Thursday 14th November 2013
An Illustrated talk on “The Rothschild Family and Waddesdon Manor”
will be given by Bob Keating. Mr Keating has been a Guide at Waddesdon for 17 years and takes a special interest in their French visitors. Waddesdon is the second most visited of all the National Trust’s U.K. properties, with numbers these days of around 300 thousand entries each year.
Thursday 12th December 2013
Our Christmas Lunch, followed by “The Magic of Opera: Not just
shrieking ladies and fat tenors”. Jim Mitchell is making another visit to
entertain us. We are pleased that he has accepted our invitation to join us
for lunch as a guest before giving his talk.
Thursday 9th January 2014
Another returning visitor....We remember the fun we had in All Saints’
Parish Church when our Guest Speaker was Mr Timothy Walker, Director of the Oxford Botanic Garden.
Today he answers the question: “What have plants ever done for us?”
His work suggests that rarely does a minute go by when we are not involved in an activity that would be impossible without the help of
plants.....
Thursday 13th February 2014
Bernie Tidmarsh will talk on his life as “A Working Farrier”.
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Members’ News
We welcome 46 new members.
From Faringdon: Ann Allen-Stevens; Diane Blease; Susan Cooper; Brian
Griffiths; Deborah Hayden; Rita & Taha Higazi; Jackie Hunt; Jill Halliwell;
Rosemary Kirk; Pippa Lawson-Smith; Josephine Neighbour; Joan Petchey;
Joan & Robert Plumptre; Barbara Roxburgh; Philip St George-Yorke; Peter
Stone; Madeline & David Steele; Colin Smith; Garry Tomlinson; Pamela
Watts, and Elizabeth & David Walker
From Buckland: Lynette Forsythe, and Janet St Maur Sheil
From Highworth: Christine Markham
From Kingston Bagpuize: Jane & Peter Thorp
From Lechlade: Barbara Last
From Little Coxwell: Caroline & David Weston
From Longworth: Martin Jarvis
From Shrivenham: Sue Colyer; Uma & Indrajit Phalke, Peter Saunders,
and Jillian & Michael Sellwood
From Stanford: Elaine Cox, and Maggie Robinson
From Uffington: Lilly Sell-Dunkley
From Wantage: Janet Tomlin
From Watchfield: Charlene & Mark Graham

The 2014 membership renewal form is enclosed with the newsletter. Fees
are due from the 1st January.

Committee News
At the last committee meeting it was noted that:
•

Kaye Byers has decided to step down from the Committee. We
thank her for her support.

•

Liz Cunningham has joined the Committee.

•

Details for the Christmas lunch have been finalised – full details
in the Newsletter.

•

John Campbell is going to look into replacing the microphone
that the monthly speakers use.
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Message from Sally Higgins
As you will have read in the last Newsletter I am stepping down
from my position as Secretary from the AGM in April and leaving
the Committee. So far Sylvia has had no one showing an interest in
taking over so I thought that I would explain what the Secretary’s
position entails and to reassure anyone who might be interested
that there are no specific skills needed except to be able to use a
computer and be able to use emails and access the web.
My back ground was a nurse and then an accounts administrator. I
had never been on a committee before or acted as a secretary. The
principal part of the job is to send out an agenda for Committee
meetings which are held every two months, make notes from those
meetings and to write up the minutes and send them out to the
Committee afterwards. Sylvia always agrees the agenda and checks
the minutes before they are sent out. The agenda and minutes are
on a template on my computer. I am the point of contact for the
Charity Commission and U3A Trust which involves the U3A sending
out by post a newsletter every couple of months and the occasional
email from the Trust. Each year an Annual Return is completed for
both the U3A Trust and Charity Commission on line after the AGM
which basically involves letting them know of any changes to the
Committee.
You can actually come onto the Committee now, and until the AGM
we can do the minutes and any other things that crop up together.
I will obviously hand over all documents that I have regarding the
U3A and will be on hand for any help afterwards. Please do not
think that this job is a difficult one as it isn’t, and you will find that
the rest of the Committee are a friendly and helpful lot! When I
first joined the U3A I didn't think I'd be doing all that I have done
so far, but then that's what the U3A is all about – learning new
things and doing things you’ve never done before!
Please think about it and contact either Sylvia or myself.

Sally Higgins
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HELP IN BAD WEATHER
After our prolonged summer it is difficult to imagine that there are times
when some of us find it impossible to do the shopping because of adverse
weather conditions.
Last year there must have been some days in a snowy or icy Faringdon
when some older or more infirm members of our U3A, who needed to do
a little shopping (e.g. for milk or bread) or to post a letter, felt unable to go
out in such atrocious weather conditions and did not have someone to help
them. Are you one of these people?
I would like to know if, when the weather is bad, there are U3A members
who might need shopping done for them in Faringdon and volunteers who
could help.
Would you have liked a little shopping done for you in last year's bad
weather or do you know another U3A member who would have benefited
from such help? If yes, please contact me.
Are you a potential volunteer living in Faringdon who, if free, would be
willing to brave the elements and walk around Faringdon in the snow or
ice to buy and deliver shopping to a few of our less agile U3A members?
If yes, please contact me.
If there are U3A members who could be helped, I will try to set up a
scheme which could provide some assistance with local shopping in Faringdon when needed. Any comments on how such a scheme could best be
run would also be appreciated.

Mike Iremonger

Deadline for January/February 2014 Newsletter
Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor:

Keith Thrower, 13 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY
Tel: 01367 240 848; Email: keith.thrower@tiscali.co.uk
by Wednesday 18th December 2013
The January/February Newsletter will be posted out in early January
Registered Charity No. 1116311
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting—Thursday 26th September

“Crosswords and Butterflies”
Val Fare
In September we were pleased to
welcome Val Fare to our monthly
meeting to hear her talk with the
intriguing title ‘Crosswords and
Butterflies’. After starting her
working career firstly as a teacher
and then as a travel writer, Val
found her way to Fleet Street and
in 1976 the editor of the Daily
Telegraph, Bill (later Lord)
Deedes, appointed Val to the post
of Crossword Editor where to,
crossword aficionados, she was
known as Val Gilbert. She held
this post until her retirement in
2006, combining her crossword
editing with running the Daily and
Sunday Telegraph’s major competitions and editing the bridge and
chess columns.
She told us that 2013 was an auspicious time for a talk about crosswords, being exactly a hundred
years since the first ever crossword
puzzle, compiled by Arthur Wynne,
was published in New York World .
A crossword was originally known
as a ‘wordcross’ but, somehow,
printers managed to distort the
word which was printed as crossword’, just as they’d done to the
word ‘flutterby’ which, of course,

was turned into the word ‘butterfly’
– hence the title of her talk!
Crosswords quickly grew in
popularity and the first collection of
puzzles in book form was published
in 1924 by two young men, Richard
L Simon and M Lincoln Schuster.
The book sold hundreds of thousands of copies and the publishing
house they founded from the funds
produced by sales of this book is
now one of the four largest Englishlanguage publishers in the world.
Val recounted several entertaining
crossword anecdotes including one
about a wealthy young man who
bought the right to publish his own
crossword in a national newspaper it contained a marriage proposal to
his girlfriend! She also spoke about
the notorious case from 1944 when
the Daily Telegraph crossword
seemed to contain ‘Top Secret’ DDay codewords.
She told us just how addicted to
crosswords we are as a nation and
how we resist any change to the
way our crosswords are presented.
An attempt to relocate the puzzle in
the Daily Telegraph as part of a
major redesign of the whole paper
a few years ago was met with a
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chorus of universal disapproval by
solvers – within five days the puzzle was returned to its original position and format. Her message to

editors is: never mess with the
crossword!
This report also appeared in the November issue of The Folly

Meeting – Thursday 24th October

“Travels with Auntie”
Alastair Lack
It was good to see how many
members had responded to the
calls encouraging everyone to turn
up early so as to help Alastair keep
an appointment in Oxford
later in the afternoon. By
making a prompt start he
had time to answer questions from the audience at
the end, too – an unexpected bonus. He spoke
affectionately of the years
during which he had the
privilege to work for the
BBC’s World Service. He had begun his career there at a time when
there was a simpler media world,
in which it was easier to develop
the same kind of trust and affection
for his employer as one might have
for a benevolent Aunt.
He remembered that at that time
(the early 1970s) the working atmosphere in Bush House resembled that of a Senior Common
Room in an Oxford college, with a
dash of lunacy added! It was common for managers to have held
very senior positions (perhaps in

the Forces or in the Diplomatic
field) in one or both World Wars.
The World Service was less well
funded than either TV or Radio, so
staff had to be inventive
and self-reliant, ready to
adopt the same “can-do”
attitudes which had
served them well in their
previous careers. But it
was fun.
Alastair reminded us of
the reason for the establishment of the World
Service in the mid-1920s. At the
time of the Italian invasion of
Abyssinia (now Ethiopia), Mussolini had installed radio stations
across the country to broadcast the
view that the UK was the real warmonger. To counter this, the government here encouraged the establishment of the BBC Arabic
Service, with its mission to report
the truth.
The World Service as we now
know it has developed from this
small beginning. It would take too
long to list all the world leaders,
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past and present, who Alastair met
during his career. He made it his
business to travel to as many as
possible of the countries where he
knew his programmes were being
keenly received.
As he outlined these journeys,
the anecdotes came thick and fast.
There was Nelson Mandela, the
snappy dresser; Alistair Cook
looking coolly down over Central
Park; the atmosphere between
Presidents Bush father and son;
President Reagan and his famous
liking for short working days. We
heard also of the impact the World
Service has had on powerful historical figures or on those like the
Lebanese hostages. Because they
were eventually allowed to have

transistor radios they could hear
the World Service and, to quote
Terry Waite, “it saved our sanity”.
Alastair chose a scene in rural
India to leave us with. He was with
a group of villagers returning from
their day’s work as they sat together under a Banyan tree to listen to the news from the BBC
Hindi Service. Here there were no
political leaders but this picture
has stayed with him because, as he
told us, it validated his efforts to
provide information and enjoyment from Bush House in the
course of his career.
A version of this account by Dorothy
Garrett should be appearing in “The
Folly” in December.

Thanks from Dorothy Garrett
I would like to record here my thanks to a great many people who
willingly took on the task of contacting everyone to let you know that
changes had to be made to our normal arrangements for Alastair
Lack’s talk on 24th October.
With a membership of over 400 (and more since the recent Open Day)
it was a big undertaking to contact everyone by email or phone. But
thanks to the help given by John Campbell, by all his Group Leaders.
by the members of the sub-committee who work with me to arrange
Speakers for our monthly Thursday meetings and by members of the
main Committee, we were able to get it done.
Various other people will feel that they, too, became involved in the
rush to get the news out, so thank you, too. And finally a big thanks
to all Alastair’s audience for being prepared to have their afternoon
routine turned upside down!.
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Derbyshire Holiday
Thirty six of us went to Derbyshire on the first Chairman's
holiday. Whilst a little inclement for our visits to Bolsover
Castle and Crich Tramway museum, the weather at other
times was very pleasant. We enjoyed
our time at Lichfield, Chatsworth,
Bakewell, Chesterfield and Matlock.
On our way home we went to the
'Back to Backs' in Birmingham which
made us appreciate how well we live
nowadays. We were treated to good
food at our South Normanton hotel;
only a few of us felt the need to
supplement our rations with a
Bakewell pudding.

Enjoying an audio tour at
Chatsworth House

Those with sufficient energy after the
days out, which included walks by some, enjoyed their own
after dinner entertainment in the way of quizzes and
Canasta. The sights, the nourishment and, above all, the
company combined to give a lovely holiday. Thanks Sylvia.
Next year (26th September) it's the Isle of Man!

LORD BERNERS

A suggestion for a new group
Lord Berners (1883–1950), owner of
Faringdon House, was an extremely interesting
person – a polymath whose skills included
music, writing and painting. He counted many
famous artistic contemporaries of his time as
friends, including Betjeman, Stravinsky and
Diaghilev.
Anyone interested in finding out more about Lord Berners and to discuss
the aims of the group, please contact Janet Deane . There is quite a lot of
researched information available.
I suggest an initial meeting in late January 2014.
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
• If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-

ordinator John Campbell on john-gill.campbell@talk21.com or
01367 241 748.
• Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - for a full

list of groups see the list on the Programme Card or contact the
Groups Co-ordinator.
• Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with

the Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and
that it has room for new members.
• All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups,

but before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups
Co-ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for
Interest Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and
time(s).
• For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for

Gloucester Street Car Park, entered past the Library in
Gloucester Street.

ASTRONOMY
The Astronomy Group has decided to change the week we meet from the
first to the second Thursday of each month, but still at 7.30pm. This will
enable us to watch the current month’s ‘Sky at Night’ programme, so long
as the BBC doesn’t axe it when it is reviewed at the end of the year. We
will still brave the cold weather outside whenever the sky is clear enough
to see the stars.
John Campbell.

BLUES & ROOTS
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 26th November at The Bell Hotel,
Faringdon, starting promptly at 2.30pm, to watch “B.B. KING: The Life
of Riley”.
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In this movie, the legendary B.B. King opens his heart to Director Jon
Brewer and tells the story of how an oppressed and somewhat orphaned
youth came to influence and earn the unmitigated praise of the music
industry to carry the title, 'King of the Blues'. Narrated by Morgan
Freeman, joined by Bono, Eric Clapton, Bruce Willis, Ringo Starr and
many others, including appearances by Keith Richards, Mick Jagger and
President Obama.
As this film runs for approx 120minutes there will be no podcast.
There will be no meeting in December.
For further information or to be added to the mailing list please contact
Sheila Donovan.

BRIDGE
All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church
Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park)
from 10.00am to 12noon on the dates given below:
Intermediate
Mon 11th Nov and Wed 13th Nov (more six card suits)
Mon 25th Nov (bidding practice)
Experienced
Wed 27th Nov (weak twos)
If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable
to attend.

December Bridge Party
Wednesday 11th December from 10.00am to 3.00pm
in the Corn Exchange, Faringdon
This will be a fun session for members of all U3A Bridge groups. Please
let me know if you are able to attend, so I know how many tables to take
and set up. More details will be given in November lessons.
For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite
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Beginners’ Bridge
The response at the Open Morning was wonderful and we now have two
new groups running:
Improvers – for those who know a little but want to learn more – will
meet on Tuesdays 12th and 26th November and 10th December.
Beginners – for those starting from scratch – will meet on Tuesdays 19th
November, and 3rd and 17th December.
These introductory sessions will be very gentle and for the second group
no assumptions will be made. Meetings take place in Shrivenham, and
start at 10.00am.
If you are interested in learning how to play this fascinating game, or
would like more information, please get in touch.
Contact Carolyn Clarkson for further information.

CANASTA
We meet fortnightly on Tuesday afternoons, 2.00- 4.00pm at our home.
All are welcome, experienced or newcomers, but please call or email us if
you intend coming. Our next meetings will be:
29th October, 12th November, 26th November and 10th December
Then recommencing on 7th January 2014.
For more information or to join our group please contact Shaena or John
Whitney.

COMPUTING
As I suspected demand for a Beginners’ group was almost non–existent,
so for the first time in seven years the course will not run. On the other
hand I was asked by several people if there was any chance of a “Tablet”
group, with more interest in iPads than Android devices. We have only
just acquired one of the former but once I have got to grips with the
differences it may be possible to run such a group but I suspect it would be
a “forum” rather than a course. Given the variety of devices and the
multitude of apps I can see that “teaching” sessions would be difficult.
Watch this space!
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There was, I’m pleased to say, a greater demand for Workshop sessions. I
have organised an initial session on Wednesday 27th November at
2.00pm for four people interested in the production of Address Labels for
your Christmas Cards – or other bulk mailings. If anyone else would like
to join us, please get in touch. Further sessions through the winter will
deal with Files, Folders and Backups and, possibly Excel.
Ian Clarkson.

IPAD
Having now purchased the up to date iPad mini, that I have been
promising myself, I am now back to learning myself. Therefore if anyone
wants any help with the iPad then I am willing to have another group,
probably in the new year. However I ONLY know the iPad. As there are
so many tablets out there now, look above at the entry for Computing
where you will find that Ian Clarkson is considering a Tablet group.
For details contact Sylvia Bowley.

Cryptic Crossword
We meet in the afternoon of the last Friday of the month, starting at
2.00pm.
The meetings focus on the competitive crossword solving of puzzles of
Times or Observer 'Everyman' standard. We also have a look at different
clue types, ‘crosswordy’ things that have caught our eye during the month
and even try our hand at compiling crosswords - this Newsletter includes
one! Sessions last about an hour and three quarters including a short
refreshment break.
Our next meeting will be on Friday 29th November. There is no meeting
in December.
If you are interested in joining, or would like to know more, contact the
group leader, Peter Smith.
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EMBROIDERY
Although our group is slowly learning basic embroidery skills and gaining
in confidence, the programme does occasionally vary. For example the last
meeting explored basic colour theory and simple design approaches, and
the next meeting on Tuesday 12th November will be on simple stitchery
with a Christmas theme. All new members are very welcome to join this
expanding group.
For more details contact Suellen Pedley.

FAMILY HISTORY
I’m delighted to report that a new Beginners’ group will meet for the first
time on Friday 8th November at 11.00am. This is an general introduction
and future sessions will deal with Births, Marriages and Deaths, Census
Data, Other Sources of useful information such as Military Records and
Newspaper Archives, as well as examining different methods of storing
and displaying the fruits of your research. If you are interested in joining
us, or would like more information, please get in touch – no previous
experience is required.
In the meantime, “graduates” of previous Beginners’ groups are very
welcome to come along to meetings of the Experienced group, aimed at
those who have already made significant progress with their research. This
group will meet next on Friday 29th November. New members are very
welcome to join us. Please contact me if you want more information.
Family History meetings are held on Fridays, at 11.00am.
Ian Clarkson.

FOLK DANCING
Our small but very friendly group meets on the FIRST Thursday afternoon
of each month at the Catholic Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car
Park) at 2.30pm. Our future dates are: Thursdays 7th November, 5th December and 2nd January.
A few people were interested in the Group and signed up at the recent
Open Day - we hope to see them with us for a 'taster'.
Contact Val Hudspeth.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS
Our next film is Mira Nair's "Monsoon Wedding", an international coproduction set and filmed in New Delhi. The film has an almost entirely
Indian cast and won awards when released in 2001. It is in English, Hindi
and Punjabi with English subtitles and will be shown on Wednesday 4th
December. We meet at 2.00 for a 2.15pm start.
For more information please contact Robin Stewart.

GARDENERS
st

Thursday 21 November: Peter Raven has kindly invited us to his home
to view a DVD on HRH The Prince of Wales’ Garden at Highgrove.
Numbers will be limited to 18. Please bring a few refreshments to share.
Meet at 2.15pm in the GSCP for car sharing to Clanfield.
Thursday, 19th December (Please note change of day): I thought it would
be nice to have a Christmas lunch in a garden centre. Details will follow
later.
For further information contact Christina Field.

HISTORY OF ART
On Thursday 21st November Mairead will continue our theme on Baroque art in the Protestant countries with a talk on Rembrandt.
At our meeting on Thursday 19th December we shall have a seasonal
theme with light refreshments—details to follow.
Both meetings will be at 2.00pm in Faringdon Old Town Hall - all are
welcome.
For further information contact Mairead Boyce.

JAZZ
We’ve changed our group name from Classic Jazz to Jazz after a democratic
vote in September. The new name more accurately reflects the fact that we are
trying to cover all aspects of jazz and not just the early days.

19
At our meeting on Monday 11th November Val Hudspeth talked about a
number of jazz pianists and played us examples of their music. Next
month we’ll be having our annual Christmas party at the Portwell Angel.
This will be on TUESDAY 10th December (not our usual Monday) so
that we can listen to the amazing sounds of Reg Eyles at the piano. As last
year there’ll be some nibbles and drinks and a jolly party atmosphere.
Next year’s meetings (starting on Monday 13th January) should include
Humphrey Lyttelton, Oscar Peterson, and Smithsonian Jazz, a talk by
David Daly who runs the jazz at Carswell, plus 100 Years of Jazz in 90
minutes, more of Ken Burns’s film on Jazz, and a personal look at jazz
based on the idea of Desert Island Discs. We try to cover all aspects of
jazz over the year. If you’re interested just turn up.
Contact Patrick Wheare or Robin Ison.

LOCAL HISTORY
Our meeting on Wednesday 4th December will be a Christmas Social at my
house starting around 2.30pm.
There will be no meeting in January, so our first meeting in 2014 will be
Wednesday 5th February - topic to be arranged.
Contact Sue Thrower.

MAH JONG
We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 2.00–4.00pm.
We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New member are
always welcome.
6th November
20th November
4th December
18th December

Marlene’s (Stamford-in-the-Vale)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
To be arranged
Carolyn’s

Please phone or email if you are coming.
For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson or Marlene Martin.
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MUSIC APPRECIATION
Programme up to February 2014:
Going Beyond
25th November
th
27 January
Saint-Saens
th
24 February
Fives
All meetings are at 10.15 for 10.30pm on the 4th Monday of the month, in
Faringdon Library. Please let me know whether or not you are coming to
each meeting.

Christmas
There will be no meeting in December, but on Tuesday 17th December
we shall visit Cirencester for the Christmas Concert in the Parish Church.
Please note: we have booked the Community Bus, which will leave from
the Gloucester Street Car Park at 6.00pm to arrive in good time for the
concert at 7.30pm. This will be the only pick-up point, though on the return trip people may be dropped elsewhere if they wish.
Tickets cost £7.50. I will obtain them and hand them out on the bus (to
avoid difficulties if there are any last minute drop-outs and replacements).
I will bill those going when I have the information about the charge for the
bus - not yet finalised.
Contact Beryl Cooper.

National Trust
There will be a HOLIDAY 13th - 17th April 2014.
Please phone Jenny Braithwaite for details and forms.

OPERA
After the rigours of Phillip Glass’s ‘Satyagraha’, the programme now
moves to three well known popular works. On 11th November, the opera
will be Verdi’s ‘Rigoletto’ in Jonathon Miller’s dramatic 1950s Mafia
staging from English National Opera. In the lead up to Christmas, in
December, it will be Mozart’s ‘The Magic Flute’ from the Royal Opera
House. And then for New Year the opera will be Johannes Strauss’s ‘Die
Fledermaus’ again from the Royal Opera House.
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Generally, the first showing is on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A
Monthly Meeting. To accommodate all who wish to attend, we have four
showings:
• The initial meeting will be held at the home of Anthony Burdall
usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A Monthly Meeting.
Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm;
• The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart.
• The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett, typically starting at
2:30pm finishing at approximately 5:30pm;
• The fourth showing will at the home of Anthony Burdall starting at
2:30pm finishing at approximately 5:30pm.
For details please contact Anthony Burdall, Bobbie Stewart or Linda
Leggett.
Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera.

PHILOSOPHICAL QUOTATIONS
We meet on the first Monday of each month in the Faringdon Library
from 10.30am to 12noon. New members are welcome.
The next two meetings will be on Monday 2nd December and Monday
6th January 2014.
Contact Cheng Yee Lowe for more information.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Following the November meeting - a photographic exercise ‘Treasure
Hunt’ in Shrivenham - the next meeting, on Wednesday 11th December,
will be either a Christmas lunch and photographic expedition to Oxford
Covered Market ‘Christmas goodies’ or Dyrham House ‘Country House
Christmas’. Meet at my house at 10:00am for car sharing. Cars may be left
at our house.
For January the meeting will be a photo review plus discussion
‘Equipment Review’ led by a Group Member followed in February with a
Study Day “Portrait Photography”.
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The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at
2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall. Please let Anthony know if you
wish to come along

POETRY
We meet in Faringdon Library at 10.30am on Monday 18th November
when the topic will be ‘Doom and Gloom’ and then on Monday 16th December when the topic will be ‘Good News’.
Write or bring poems on these topics or just come and listen. We are always glad to see new members joining us.
For more information contact Joan Whittaker.

QUILTING
We are a welcoming group which quilts mainly by hand, for beginners to
experts, from small projects to large quilts. We learn together. We meet on
the last Wednesday in the month at 2.00pm at Valerie’s. Do come and
join us.
For more information contact Valerie Burdall or Jill Perry.

QUIZ
th

13 December

10th January

In the Old Town Hall, Faringdon at 10am on the above Fridays. Get your
little grey cells working!
For details contact Sylvia Bowley.

RAMBLING
All my walks are, as usual, subject to successful recce`s. I will try to get
any major changes on to the web site prior to the walk.
It would be helpful to me if you inform me before the Monday prior to
the walk, if you intend to come on the walk (if I don`t hear I will presume
that you are not coming). Knowing numbers will also be helpful in
arranging lunch (with the pub!).
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Thursday 28th November
For this month, we have a circular walk of about 7½ miles around
Ardington, depending upon the actual route taken. It almost completes 2
circles, with lunch at the Boars Head in Ardington. The division is about 5
miles for the morning and 2½ for the afternoon. Meet at GSCP at 9.45am
for Car Sharing.
December
No walk
January
Anyone got a suggestion for a walk that is not too far from Faringdon?
Contact Ken Bowley.

RECORDER CONSORT
The Consort currently consisting of 7 members plays instruments ranging
from sopranino to bass. The Consort’s musical tastes are catholic – if we
like it, we’ll try and play it! We meet in the afternoons of the third and
fourth (or last) Thursday of the month, usually starting at 2.30pm.
Sessions last about an hour and three quarters including a short
refreshment break.
The schedule for the remainder of the year is: 21st and 28th November,
and 19th December.
If you are interested in joining, or would like to know more, contact the
group leader, Peter Smith.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
I had planned a meeting to the Transport Research Laboratory (in
Wokingham) for our December meeting but unfortunately this has had to
be postponed into 2014. I am urgently looking for an alternative visit and
will let Group members know as soon as I have any news.
There will be no meeting in January.
Keith Thrower.
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SCRABBLE
We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00-4.00pm. We are a
friendly and welcoming group and always pleased when new members
come along. Just give us a ring please to let us know you are coming, as
space is limited.
Monday 11th November Lynn's
Monday 9th December Sylvia's
Monday 13th January
Sylvia's
For further information contact Sylvia Bowley or Lynn Pettit.

STROLLERS
Tuesday 26th November
A 3 mile walk around Coate Water, Swindon, to see autumn colours, hopefully. Good, almost level paths (possibility of some mud) and no stiles. Meet
at Faringdon Market Place bus stop (outside the Old Crown Inn) at 9.50am
to catch the 9.57am No.66 bus to Swindon, (Note different time and meeting
place). Then catch a local No. 13/14 Thamesdown bus to Coate Water. Pub
lunch near Coate after the walk, then buses back to Faringdon.
Please bring bus passes.
For more information contact Rona Bingham.
Tuesday 31st December
A gentle 3 mile walk around the villages of East and West Hendred. Meet
at GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing to East Hendred, where we can have
a pub lunch afterwards. Please let Lynn know if you are coming so car
sharing can be arranged.
For more information contact Lynn Pettit.
Please wear boots and bring waterproofs and water for both walks.

SUNDAY LUNCH
Sunday 17th November - The Bell Hotel, Faringdon 12.15pm
Carvery, Dessert, Coffee/Tea £12.
Sunday 15th December - The Old Crown, Faringdon 12.15pm
Carvery, Dessert £10; Coffee/Tea extra. Please note carvery is upstairs.
For further information or booking contact Sheila Donovan.
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THEATREGOERS
Looking at 2014: A Meeting for all those involved in, or are interested in
joining, the Theatregoers will be held on Wednesday 29th January 2014
at 2.30 pm in the Catholic Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens car
park). The aim is to discuss our programme for 2014.
Thursday 4th September 2014 at 1.15pm: 'The Two Gentlemen of
Verona' - provisional booking has been made for 37 seats (10 of which are
'high' seats) in the Upper Circle at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre,
Stratford. This booking needs to be confirmed by Friday 29th November
2013. Please let me know by then together with a cheque for £41.00 (made
out to Faringdon U3A Theatre Account) to be sent to: Janet Deane.
Details of theatre trips will continue to be in the Newsletter, but the
website http://faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com/ (look for
'Theatregoers' under the alphabetical list of Groups) will also be a main
source of information.
Sue Manners, Margaret Starr, Janet Deane.

WINE APPRECIATION
We normally run two sessions a month, on the third and fourth Tuesday of each
month, at 2.00pm.. The sessional charge is £6.50, with 7-9 wines being tasted.
Topics for the next meetings are:
19th & 26th November:
The joys and perils of ageing - Caveat gustator!
17th December:
Christmas Lunch
21st & 28th January 2014: The red Bordeaux blend on away ground
Please contact Charles Garrett for further details, especially if you would be
interested in joining the Group. Only two places for new members are
currently available, one at each session. Because of the limit on the number of
tasting samples obtainable from a bottle, places may not be available at short
notice for particular sessions.
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DECEMBER ‘BIT OF A DO’
Following the same format as last January
Those that wish can come to the 2-course lunch with wine
at 12noon in the Corn Exchange on 12th December, for a
cost of £15 per person. This will end with tea and coffee
just before the afternoon speaker when any other members can join us for the normal meeting.
The speaker is Jim Mitchell who is returning to give us an
entertaining talk on ‘The Magic of Opera’ We hope that
for those of you that feel December is full of Turkey, we
have chosen a menu with enough choice to avoid that feeling! So send in the form soon!
Menu opposite or on notice board at November meeting.
-------------------------------------Name………………………………………………...Tel.No……………………………...
I would like to book………….seats for the above at £15
each.
Write your menu choice using letter/number as on the
poster eg 1A for each person.
Person 1:………………………

Person 2:………………………

Person 3:………………………

Person 4:……………………….

If either vegetarian, gluten free or other requests please
contact Françoise directly.
I enclose a cheque made out to Faringdon & District U3A,
main account, for the sum of £15 per person. I also enclose a Stamped Addressed Envelope for the return of
the ticket (s).
Send to Françoise Stacey by 29th November.
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Thames Valley Network
Only 192 of the 903 U3As were represented at the National Conference.
One comment was that 4 days may be too long and expensive thus
deterring attendance, so proposals for next year are for a 2-day
conference about 9th/10th September in Cirencester.
The TVN Committee is to discuss an affiliation fee of maybe 10p or less
per member which may be introduced next year.
The Network Group Events Committee is to get a three-year rolling
programme going.
• Historic pathways project will be on going and local U3A groups are
asked if anyone is willing to research walks in their area do the history
(drovers’ routes/Roman road, etc) and set out the walk.
• For 2014 the provisional programme is that six study days are projected:
◊ March - Saving heritage (Waddesdon Manor NT).
◊ May/June - Railways (Didcot).
◊ June - Gardens.
◊ 30 September - Local history including walks to the sites (Witney).
◊ Depending on success of ‘Crushed Grapes’ maybe a wine study
day.
◊ Summer School will be at Rewley House 12th-14th August with
accommodation for up to 70 if needed at about £210 including
food. Pick any 2 out of 5 groups: Classical Music; Philosophy;
History of Oxford Colleges; Gardens of Oxfordshire; Creative
Writing. The cost will be £100 without accommodation.
• 2015 provisional study days:
◊ March - Books (Abingdon).
◊ Forensic Science (Culham labs?) - ideas on speakers welcome.
◊ Agatha Christie - lived in Crowmarsh, with trail to church.
◊ September - Art (Ashmolean Museum).
◊ October - Historic Pathways (Wellington College).
◊ November - History of Opera (Rewley House, Oxford).
◊ Further days being considered: Effective modern communications;
Kelmscott Manor; Empire; Pop history; Photography; Modern
poets; Gardeners question time.
Any volunteers with knowledge of these who could help out would be
welcome.
For further information contact Fred May, our TVN Representative.
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Walking in Derbyshire

Lunch for a Photography Group member?

Enjoying the . . .

. . . Summer Lunch

