September/October 2013 Newsletter

Local History Group at Shaw House, Newbury
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Chairman’s Message
I am writing this even before the summer party so it is definitely out of
sync with you reading this in September.
Don’t forget the meetings in both September and October are later than
usual so do not turn up at the usual 2nd Thursday – no-one will be in!
However the other event to mention is the OPEN DAY (new name for
Fresher’s Fair) which will be on Tuesday 8th October at 10.00am till Noon.
This is an opportunity for ALL members to come and see what is on offer.
It is of course also to attract new members, but it is easy for us older
members to become stuck in a rut and not to realise what opportunities
there are available. We hope that most of the group leaders will have their
subjects represented, and that many questions will be asked. Perhaps you
will join a new group and give it a go. Also if you do know of any friends
who would like to join us then bring them along to see. There is no
obligation to join they can just visit and have a cup of coffee or tea, as can
anyone who comes in. So make it a date in your diary!
A little reminder, as Chairman I am expected to send a message to
members in times of condolence or ill health and I can only do this if I am
told that someone needs this little action. So please let me know as soon as
you know, then I can do it. Thanks.
Now this next may be early to mention but I think I need to put the
thought in your heads. Come next April and the AGM, three main
members of the committee will be standing down. Now all members of the
committee are important of course but these three are paramount. It may
be possible that some present members will move around but it cannot be
guaranteed. So the three vacancies will be:
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Membership Secretary
So do you see the importance of these positions? Please, please, please
consider joining us and helping run our very successful U3A. The existing
holders of those titles will be more than pleased to answer questions and
should you accept to guide you through the duties involved.
Now to a more serious matter. Just after the issue of the last newsletter
we heard the sad news of the death of Vanessa Sharkey. Her husband
Patrick wanted me to add something in the Newsletter for all of you to
read. This is what he says:
‘Could I pass on my thanks to Faringdon U3A for all the kind
messages of sympathy and support I have received following the death

4
of my wife Vanessa. Whilst I have been able to respond directly to many
members who are personal friends of Vanessa and myself, many other
members have been extremely kind in their support. So I really wanted
to express my gratitude to you all as a group. Sincerely, Patrick.’

Sylvia Bowley
Chairman
http://faringdon&districtU3A.wordpress.com
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Members News
We welcome the following who have joined recently: David Burn
(Faringdon); Margaret Curtis (Faringdon); Susan Holden (Little
Coxwell); Jennifer Howard-Jones (Stanford-in-the-Vale); Joyce
Ridgway (Lechlade); and Pauline & Ralph Simpson (Faringdon).
We heard with regret the death of Vanessa Sharkey on 4th July, after
a long and courageous fight against cancer. Although Vanessa had
moved to Faringdon only a few years ago, she was a very active
member of the community and of the U3A, being a member of
several groups and running the patchwork and quilting group with
Jill and Valerie. Our condolences go to Patrick, her husband at this
time.
We were also sorry to hear of the death of Ron Fox on 9th August.
Ron had been an active member of U3A for a number of years in
several groups. Our thoughts are with his wife Kay and the family
during their time of bereavement.

Committee News
At the most recent Committee meeting the agenda included the following:
• Speakers for the monthly meeting are booked well into next year.
• Three members of the committee have decided not to stand again at
the AGM. (see Chairman’s message)
• Arrangements for the Open Day in October are now in hand.
• There are several Study days organised by the Thames Valley
Network and more details can be found on their website at
www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk.
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Meetings Calendar
Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each
month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a welcome from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting
speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group
Leaders and socialise.
Thursday 26th September 2013 - Note Date!
A look at “Crosswords and Butterflies” with Val Fare, who was Crossword Editor for the Telegraph crossword for 30 years until 2006. She also
ran their major competitions, edited and wrote books about crosswords,
and edited the bridge and chess columns in the Sunday Telegraph.
Tuesday 8th October 2013
Open Day in Faringdon Corn Exchange 10.00am-noon, with stands and
displays by U3A Interest Groups; this is for potential new members and
also for existing members to find other groups in which they be interested.
Free Entry and Hot Drinks.
Thursday 24th October 2013 - Note Date!
Alistair Lack, who worked for many years with the BBC World Service,
takes us on “Travels with Auntie”.
Thursday 14th November 2013
An illustrated talk on “The Rothschild Family and Waddesdon Manor”
will be given by Bob Keating.
November/December Newsletter available to collect
Thursday 12th December 2013
Our Christmas Lunch followed by “The Magic of the Opera: Not just
shrieking ladies and fat tenors” - Jim Mitchell is making another visit
to entertain us. More details in the November/December Newsletter.
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting—Thursday 11th July

“A History of Church Embroidery”
Suellen Pedley
We were lucky to have another
member as speaker for our final
Thursday afternoon meeting before
the summer break. Suellen is in
charge of the Embroidery group
which meets on the second Tuesday of the
month at Maria Pugh’s
home in Faringdon and
it was lovely to see a
really good number of
men in her audience as
well as members of her
group and many others
of us with an interest in
Religion, History and
Arts and Crafts.
Suellen had very kindly sent me
beforehand a copy of her notes for
this talk because she knew that
because of a clash of commitments, there was a chance I might
not be able to attend for the whole
time. But I am so glad I was able
to stay until the end. In spite of
occasional tantrums thrown by her
slide projector we were able to see
a range of Church embroidery dating from the earliest extant English
examples, made in Anglo Saxon
times, through to modern pieces.
Suellen outlined the ways in

which historical events of the last
thousand years or more have affected styles and methods of production and perhaps above all the
iconography of these embroideries.
It is the only art capable
of adding to the atmosphere of religious buildings without changing
their basic fabric. Symbolically, the story-lines
and icons were of massive importance to a
largely illiterate population in early times. Suellen particularly stressed
the significance of successive religious movements : the
Reformation, the CounterReformation and finally the Catholic Emancipation Act of the 1830’s
which saw a return to the use of
vestments. The (Protestant) Reformation had seen the destruction of
monasteries and convents, with the
subsequent loss of vestments.
Sometimes these were melted
down so as to re-capture the gold
from their threads. In contrast, the
17th century pieces of the CounterReformation become very sumptuous again at a time when strict
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Protestants had bare (and extremely
cold!) church buildings. A Cope
would be very warm even if it did
sometimes take 30 years to make!
Suellen now leads the team of
professional ecclesiastical embroiderers based at Christ Church

Cathedral in Oxford. There are examples of her work in and around
the city and elsewhere in the country. Thursdays are normally working
days for her, so we are even more
pleased that she was able to give us
her time at the meeting.

Note from Dorothy Garrett: Please remember! The September monthly

meeting will be later than usual. It’s on Thursday 26th September. The
Speaker will be Val Fare, who for some 30 years was Crosswords Editor
for the Telegraph Newspapers. She also edited the Bridge and Chess
columns in the Sunday Telegraph. We are grateful to Sarah Coe for having
helped to arrange Val’s talk.

U3A DIARY 2014
The U3A pocket diary for 2014 with a notes page, page marker and
perforated page corners etc. is now available. If you would like to buy one
(at £2 each), they will be on sale at the meeting on 26th September.
Alternatively, contact Peter Smith by e-mail or phone to reserve one for
collection at the 24th October meeting. For both dates, pay on collection.

Deadline for November/December 2013 Newsletter
Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor:

Keith Thrower, 13 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY
Tel: 01367 240 848; Email: keith.thrower@tiscali.co.uk
by Wednesday 30th October
The November/December Newsletter will be available Thursday 14th November
Registered Charity No. 1116311
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
• If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-

ordinator John Campbell.
• Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - for a full

list of groups see the list on the Programme Card or contact the
Groups Co-ordinator.
• Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with

the Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and
that it has room for new members.
• All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups,

but before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups
Co-ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for
Interest Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and
time(s).
• For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for

Gloucester Street Car Park, entered past the Library in
Gloucester Street.

BLUES & ROOTS
We meet on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 2.30pm at The Bell Hotel,
Market Place, Faringdon. Please note time change. As there will be a
change of managers in The Bell from September, the future of the group at
this meeting place is uncertain, however, we hope it will continue.
For further information or to be added to the mailing list please contact
Sheila Donovan.

BRIDGE
All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church Hall
(rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park) from
10.00am to 12 noon on the dates given below.
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Intermediate
Mon 2nd Sept and Wed 11th Sept (reversing)
Mon 23rd Sept (Play session with 5-4 and 5-5 shapes)
Mon 14th Oct and Wed 16th Oct (bidding hands with 6-card suits)
Monday 28th Oct (to be decided)
Experienced
Wednesday 25th Sept (jump overcalls)
Wednesday 30th Oct (weak twos)
If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to
attend.
For further details contact Steve Braithwaite.
Beginners’ Bridge
I hope to recruit enough people to start a NEW Beginners’ Group in October, after the Open Morning. We had a few names last year but not
enough to make a viable group. Hopefully those people will still be interested and some new ones will want to join us.
No previous knowledge will be assumed and the introductory sessions will
be very gentle!
If you are interested in learning how to play this fascinating game, or
would like more information, please get in touch.
Contact Carolyn Clarkson.

CANASTA
Message from Sylvia: I have decided to drop out of running this group—it
was always my intention to start it off and let someone else take over and
that time has arrived! I hope that the Group will continue under ‘New
Management’, so to speak, so watch this space. My apologies to Group
members.
If you are interested in leading this Group or want more information
contact Sylvia Bowley.
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CLASSIC JAZZ
Our first meeting after the summer break will be on Monday 9th September
in Faringdon Library at 10.30am when Sue Ison will be telling us about the
role of Women in Jazz and playing examples of their work. In October we’ll
hear about Bix Beiderbecke and in November we’ll take a look at some Jazz
Pianists. Then in December we’ll have some of your jazz favourites at our
Christmas Party. Next year we’ll try to cover 100 Years of Jazz in 90 minutes
and we may have another look at Ken Burns’ History of Jazz.
The Jazz Group meets every second Monday in the Library, Gloucester Street,
from 10.30am to noon with a break in the middle for coffee/tea and delicious
lemon drizzle cake. We try to cover a different aspect of jazz at each meeting.
If you’re interested just turn up. There’s no need to book up in advance.
Contact Patrick Wheare or Robin Ison for more information.

COMPUTING
Given that many people are now using iPads or other tablets as well as
their Smartphones to send emails, browse the web and indulge in social
networking I have my doubts as to whether another Computing for
Beginners course will viable. If, however, I am wrong, and there are still
half a dozen members out there who would like to get to grips with a
recently acquired laptop I would be happy to run the course again. I may
be able to recruit some new people at the Open Morning but there may
well be existing members who have been persuaded to buy, or accept as a
gift, a computer, and want to know how to get started. The course is in
three parts, each of about three sessions, and they cover a Basic
Introduction – using the mouse or touchpad and the keyboard, saving your
work and finding it again, Using the Internet and Sending and Receiving
Emails. If you are interested or want to know more please get in touch.
I would also hope to run some more one session workshops for the
slightly more experienced if there is sufficient interest – topics negotiable
but have in the past included Address Labels, Files, Folders and Backups,
Desktop Publishing and Spreadsheets. I have one or two names for each of
the first three so only need a couple more to make it viable. If you have
ideas for other topics please feel free to let me know!
Ian Clarkson.
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CRIBBAGE
Message from Sylvia: I have decided to drop out of running this group—it
was always my intention to start it off and let someone else take over and
that time has arrived! I hope that the Group will continue under ‘New
Management’, so to speak, so watch this space. My apologies to Group
members.
If you are interested in leading this Group or want more information
contact Sylvia Bowley.

EMBROIDERY
The group has increased in numbers and is still growing. The enthusiasm
for the ancient art is only surpassed by the increasing skills of the group.
All are welcome from absolute beginners to the more experienced. In October there is going to be a one off class on colour theory and simple design work, to give confidence in the choice of colour for work in progress.
We meet at 2.00pm - 4.00pm on the second Tuesday in the month at the
home of Mrs Maria Pugh.
Contact Suellen Pedley.
Erratum. The altar frontal shown on the back cover of the last Newsletter
was not from the Embroidery Group, but was the work of Suellen Pedley's
group at All Saints’ Convent.

FAMILY HISTORY
I hope, if there is sufficient demand, to start a new Beginners’ group in the
autumn, after the Open Morning in October. The six-session course – one
meeting a month - is an introduction to tracing your Family Tree, with the
emphasis on how to do the research on your computer, much of it at no cost.
We deal with Births, Marriages and Deaths, Census Data, Other Sources of
useful information such as Military Records and Newspaper Archives, as
well as examining different methods of storing and displaying the fruits of
your research. If you are interested in joining us, or would like more information, please get in touch – no previous experience is required.
In the meantime, “graduates” of previous Beginners’ groups are very welcome to come along to meetings of the Experienced group, aimed at those
who have already made significant progress with their research. This
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group will meet next on Friday 20th September. If you are an established
member please note that this is NOT the usual last Friday of the month.
New members are very welcome to join us. Please contact me if you want
more information.
Family History meetings are held on Fridays, at 11.00am.
Ian Clarkson.

FOLK DANCING
We resume in September with, hopefully, a few more members. If you are
looking for a sociable and enjoyable form of exercise then try Folk Dancing!
We meet in the Catholic Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car Park)
at 2.30pm on the FIRST THURSDAY of each month. Our next meetings will
be 5th September, 3rd October and 7th November.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Contact Val Hudspeth.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS
Our next film will be a thriller "Los ojos de Julia" (Julia's Eyes) directed
by Guillem Morales, produced by Guillermo del Toro and starring Belen
Rueda and Lluis Omar. This 2010 film is in Spanish with English subtitles
and will be shown on Wednesday 2nd October at 2.00pm for 2.15 pm.
Please note we now meet on a Wednesday.
For more information please contact Robin Stewart.

GARDENERS
th

Thursday 12 September (Please note change of date)
Visit to Waterperry Gardens using the Community Bus. Cost of bus £7.00
per person. Entrance to gardens £6.50 per person to be paid individually at
the entrance to the garden. Meet at the GSCP at 1.00pm.
There will not be a meeting in October, so our next meeting with be on
Thursday 21st November - more details later.
For more information contact Christina Field.
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GOLF CROQUET
Will be held on the following dates (weather permitting)
Mondays 2nd and 16th September
Mondays 14th October
from 2.00pm
No previous experience required.
Steve & Jenny Braithwaite.

HISTORY OF ART
th

On Thursday 19 September we shall watch a DVD on Velazquez, concluding our study of the art of the Counter-Reformation.
At our meeting on Thursday 17th October one of our members will introduce us to Vermeer and the Dutch Realistic School of painting (Baroque
art in the Protestant countries).
Both meetings will at 2.00pm in Faringdon Old Town Hall - all are welcome.
For further information contact Mairead Boyce.

LOCAL HISTORY
There will be no meeting in September.
On Wednesday 2nd October we shall visit the Bampton Community Archive
Museum to see their special exhibition on “The Inclosure of Bampton”. Meet
GSCP at 2.00pm for car sharing.
Our meeting on Wednesday 6th November, possibly to Great Coxwell Barn
and Church, is yet to be finalised—details will be sent out to members later.
Regular members are asked to let me know in good time whether or not
they are coming to a meeting. All welcome.
For more information contact Sue Thrower.
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MAH JONG
Message from Sylvia: I have decided to drop out of running this group—it
was always my intention to start it off and let someone else take over and
that time has arrived! I am pleased that Carolyn and Marlene have agreed
to lead the Group and wish them and Group members well.
The Group meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 2.00 –
4.00pm. We are a friendly group who are learning the game, and new
member are always welcome. Please phone or email if you are coming or
need more details.
Wednesday 4th September
Marlene’s (Stamford-in-the-Vale)
Wednesday 18th September
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Wednesday 2nd October
To be arranged
th
Wednesday 16 October
Carolyn’s
Wednesday 6th November
Marlene’s
For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson or Marlene Martin.

MILITARY HISTORY
The Military History Group meets on the first Thursday of the month and
we consider an eclectic range of topics. After a summer break in July and
August, we start the autumn by considering the Boer War.
We have not finalized our programme for next year but we are always
open to members putting forward their own suggestions relating to their
particular interests.
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 5th September at 10.30am on "The
Boer War, Part One" followed by Part Two on Thursday 3rd October.
You are very welcome to join us. For more information, please contact
Bjorn Watson.
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MUSIC APPRECIATION
Our autumn programme will be:
Bellini and Donizetti
Monday 23rd September
Monday 28th October
“Going Beyond”
th
Monday 25 November
To be arranged
All meetings are 10.15 for 10.30am, in Faringdon Library.
If you would like more information, and/or would like to join this group ,
contact Beryl Cooper.

OPERA
The first opera of the 2013–2014 season will be Rossini’s ‘Le Comte Ory’
from the Metropolitan Opera, New York. This is a sparkling riotous Rossini comedy with a witty production centred on a mock-up of an 18th century stage, complete with stage machinery – a lively start to the season.
For October, a very different opera Phillip Glass’s ‘Satyagraha’ telling the
story of Ghandi’s early life in South Africa.
Generally, the first showing is on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A
Monthly Meeting; however, the first meeting in September will be on
Monday 16th September.
To accommodate all who wish to attend, we have four showings:
• The initial meeting will be held at the home of Anthony Burdall usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A Monthly Meeting.
Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm;
• The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart;
• The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett, typically starting at
2:30pm finishing at approximately 5:30pm;
• The fourth showing will at the home of Anthony Burdall starting at
2:30pm finishing at approximately 5:30pm.
For details please contact Anthony Burdall, Bobbie Stewart or Linda Leggett.
Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera.
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PHILOSOPHICAL QUOTATIONS
We meet on the first Monday of each month in the Faringdon Library
from 10.30am to 12 noon. New members are welcome.
Our next meetings will be on Monday 2nd September, Monday 7th
October and Monday 4th November.
Contact Cheng Yee Lowe for more information.

PHOTOGRAPHY
The first meeting of the new year will be a photographic expedition to
Cotswold Wildlife Park ‘Use of telephoto lens’. To avoid a clash with the
Chairman’s Holiday the date has been changed to Wednesday 25th September. Weather permitting, meet at my house at 11:00am for car sharing.
Cars may be left at our house.
The meeting on Wednesday 9th October will be a photo review plus discussion on ‘Showing and sharing your images – printing, mounting,
photobooks, slideshow, and web’.
Also in October, there will be an extra meeting: a photographic expedition
to SS Great Britain ‘Victorian engineering’ on Wednesday 30th October .
Meet at my house at 10:00am for car sharing. Cars may be left at our
house.
November meeting will be a Photographic exercise ‘Treasure Hunt’ in
Shrivenham and in December we will have a Christmas lunch and photographic expedition to the Oxford Covered Market ‘Christmas Goodies’ or
Dyrham House ‘Country House Christmas’.
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at
2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall. Please let Anthony know if you
wish to come along.
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POETRY
Be it history or modern times
Crystallised in witty rhymes
Be it mystery or a dreaming doze
Why not try your hand at prose?
Read a poem, or write your own?
With the Poetry Group . . .
We meet in Faringdon Library in Gloucester Street at 10.30am on the third
Monday of each month.
For more information contact Joan Whittaker.

QUILTING
We are a welcoming group which quilts mainly by hand, for beginners to
experts, from small projects to large quilts. We learn together. We meet on
the last Wednesday in the month at 2.00pm at Valerie’s. Do come and
join us.
For more information contact Valerie Burdall.

QUIZ
th

th

13 September 11 October
1st November (earlier date)
In the Faringdon Old Town Hall at 10.00am on the above Fridays. Get
those little grey cells working!
For details contact Sylvia Bowley.

RAMBLING
All my walks are, as usual, subject to successful recce`s. I will try to get
any major changes on to the web site prior to the walk. It would be helpful to me if you inform me, before the Monday prior to the walk, if you
intend to come on the walk (if I don`t hear I will presume that you are not
coming). Knowing numbers will also be helpful in arranging lunch (with
the pub!).
The next two walks are as follows:
Friday 27th September (note the change of day)
For this month, we have a circular walk of about 7½ miles around Arding-
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ton, depending upon the actual route taken. It almost completes 2 circles,
with lunch at the Boars Head in Ardington. The division is about 5 miles
for the morning and 2½ miles for the afternoon.
Meet at GSCP at 9.45am for car sharing.
Thursday 31st October (note that this is one week later)
This month we have 2 circular walks from Bampton. The morning is a
wee bit over 4 miles and the afternoon of about 2½ miles in length. Lunch
being taken at the Romany Inn.
Meet at 9.45am at GSCP for car sharing.
Contact Ken Bowley.

RECORDER CONSORT
The Recorder Consort meets twice monthly, usually on the third and
fourth (or last) Thursday of the month at 2.30pm at 10 Leamington Drive.
Meetings are scheduled for 12th and 19th September; 17th and 31st
October; 21st and 28th November, and 19th December.
The Consort currently has seven players and our instruments range from
sopranino to bass. New players would be very welcome to join us in
playing music spanning the centuries .
Contact Peter Smith.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
st

On Tuesday 1 October at 2.30pm we shall watch a download of a talk
by Professor Christopher Dye (Director of Health Information at WHO)
on “Winning and losing the fight against infectious diseases”, which
will be given at the Royal Society in September. In order to pick up wifi
we shall meet at The Crown Hotel, Market Place, Faringdon. There will be
a small charge to cover expenses.
Our meeting on Tuesday 5th November is planned to be a visit to the
R&D group of a local company, but I am still waiting confirmation of
details. Information will be circulated to group members as soon as
available.
Keith Thrower.
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SCRABBLE
We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00 – 4.00pm. We
are a friendly and welcoming group and always pleased for beginners to
join us. Please ring to let us know you are coming, as space is limited.
Monday 9th September
Monday 14th October
Monday 11th November

Sylvia’s
Sylvia’s
Lynn’s

For further information contact Lynn Pettit or
Sylvia Bowley

SLIMMERS
We're trying to shed a few pounds! Join us for a Weigh-in on
Friday 20th September at 9.30am
Contact Jenny Braithwaite for more information

STROLLERS
th

Tuesday 24 September
A 3 mile circular walk exploring the historical Vale villages of Letcombe
Regis and Childrey. If there is time and interest we could visit the mediaeval churches of St Andrew’s (Letcombe Regis) and St Mary’s (Childrey).
Meet at GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing to Letcombe Regis. Lunch afterwards either at the village café or the recently refurbished Greyhound Inn.
Please let Lynn know if you are coming so car sharing can be arranged.
For more information contact Lynn Pettit
Tuesday 22nd October
A 3.5 – 4 mile walk from Uffington via Woolstone on paths and lanes,
with an optional visit en route to Woolstone Church. Meet at GSCP at
10.00am for car sharing to Uffington, Thomas Hughes Memorial Car
Park. Possible lunch at the pub in Uffington after the walk or on return to
Faringdon. Please let Rona know if you are coming so that car sharing can
be arranged.
For more information contact Rona Bingham
Please wear boots and bring waterproofs and water for both walks.
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SUNDAY LUNCH
th

Sunday 15 September. Sudbury House Hotel, Faringdon. 12.15pm
Carvery, Dessert, Coffee/Tea - £14.95.
For further information or booking contact Sheila Donovan.

Theatregoers
The proposed trip to Salisbury to see “The Mousetrap” has had to be
cancelled for lack of support, but has been re-arranged for Wednesday
9thOctober matinee at The New Theatre Oxford. There are a few seats
still available at £25.00 each.
There is a possibility that a few seats remain to see “Sherlock’s Last Case”
at the Watermill Theatre on Saturday 12th October. Price £28.00. Please
contact me.
For those people who have indicated that they would like to go to Bath on
Saturday 9thOctober to see Felicity Kendal and Simon Callow in “Chin
Chin” I need a cheque for £33.00 a.s.a.p.
Sue Manners.

WINE APPRECIATION
We normally run two sessions a month, on the third and fourth Tuesdays of
each month at 2.00pm. Meetings are held at and the sessional charge is £6.50
with 7-9 wines being tasted. The September sessions are, exceptionally, on the
second and third Tuesdays.
Topics for the next three meetings are
Syrah/Shiraz around the world.
10th & 17th September:
15th & 22nd October:
What difference does ageing make?
19th & 26th November:
The joys and perils of ageing - Caveat gustator!
th
17 December:
Christmas Lunch
Please contact Charles Garrett for further details, especially if you would
be interested in joining the Group. A small number of places for new
members are currently available. Because of the limit on the number of
tasting samples obtainable from a bottle, places may not be available at
short notice for particular sessions.
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Thames Valley Network
There are various interesting events organised by member groups
that can take place under the TVN banner; any U3A member can
attend any event they are interested in. Future events include:
• A ‘Historic Pathways’ Study Day on Monday 23rd September at
Shillingford Bridge Hotel is now sold out. For more information
on the Historic Pathways Project see Ian Clarkson’s update
below.
• ‘Crushed Grapes’ is a Study Day on Wednesday 6th November
at Benson Village Hall. The day is for those who enjoy a glass of
wine, perhaps with dinner and probably with friends. The day
will look at how wine is made and its structure and about wine
tasting. Talks will use visual aids and there will also be wines for
tasting. The day will be of interest to anyone who enjoys wine
and would like to find out more. Organised by Faringdon &
District U3A, the fee will be £15/person.
• Benjamin Britten (100th anniversary this year) will be the subject
of a study day on Friday 15th November at Rewley House Oxford.
Information about 2013 events, with application forms, and a list of those
proposed for 2014 is on www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk, or contact Fred May,
our TVN Representative.

Thames Valley Network
Historic Pathways Project – an Update
The project, which is to run through 2014, has been a little slow to
get off the ground but three of the researched walks have now
taken place, with more than 50 people taking part.
The Study Day on 23rd September, when the next stages of the
project will be decided, is happily now a sell-out, so interest is
clearly growing.
I will keep you up to date with developments, particularly where
walks in our vicinity are being researched and undertaken. If you
enjoy Local History and/or Walking do please watch this space!
Ian Clarkson
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FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A THEATREGOERS
Name……………………………………….………...….…...Tel No…..….……………..
Email address……………………………………………………………………………...
I/We would like …..… Tickets for “Sherlock’s Last Case” @ £28.00 each
I/We would like …….. Tickets for “Chin Chin” @ £33.00 each
I/We would like …….. Tickets for “The Mousetrap” @25.00 each
Payment details and deadlines as on page 21.
I enclose my cheque(s) for ……….... made out to FARINGDON U3A THEATRE
A/C (and not to me please!).
Send to: Mrs S Manners.
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Painted Lady Butterfly

A Display of Recorders

Views of SS Great Britain from
above and below water

