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Meetings Calendar
Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each
month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a welcome from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting
speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group
Leaders and socialise.
Thursday 11th December
Christmas Lunch.
For further information see the website:
www.faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com or contact Francoise Stacey.
Email: barry.stacey@virgin.net phone: 01367 241 813
Lunch will be followed at 2.30pm by a dramatic presentation by Dominic
Bullock, called “SWEET SIXTEEN 1914”, a record of events in the life of a
Bristol teenager growing up during WW1. The afternoon presentation is
open to all, whether or not you are attending the lunch.
Thursday 8th January, 2015
“The River at War”. A talk by Bill King, who will explain why the
River Thames was such an important strategic feature in World War 2,
and will talk about its role in the defence of the country.
Thursday 12th February
“Putting Faringdon on the Map: From Gough to Google”. The speaker
is John Leighfield who is a Director of “Getmapping”, the U.K’s leading supplier of aerial photography and mapping products. He is the author
of several papers on historical cartography.
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Thursday 12th March
“The History of the sport of Polo”. Guest speaker Peter Morris, who
teaches across a range of courses at the Royal Agricultural University in
Cirencester. His main work is in the School of Equine Management and
Science but he also works in rural estate management.
Thursday 9th April
A.G.M.
This will be followed by an illustrated talk entitled “The Oxford of Inspector Morse” by Alastair Lack. This is Alastair’s second visit to us.
One of his post-retirement activities is to lead guided tours in Oxford and
we shall benefit from one of his tours.
Thursday 14th May
A talk from Carol Bunyan who has worked in theatre and television. She
worked initially for the BBC Drama department, on several plays in the
“Play for Today” series for BBC-1 and the “Playhouse” series for BBC-2.
Her theatre credits include plays produced by the Royal Court Theatre in
London and many others. The title of her talk is still to be confirmed.
Thursday 11th June
“The Oregon Trail”. As a result of driving 3,500 miles through the
States of Colorado, Montana, Wyoming and Utah in June 2013, Roger
Shaw can tell us more about the risks and dangers faced by early settlers
in the American West. He also talks about legendary characters such as
Buffalo Bill, Wyatt Earp and Calamity Jane.
Thursday 9th July
“Interactive Language”. This month Hugh Granger is returning, to present a selection of the odder aspects of the English language. He aims to
get his audience involved with this talk, hence the title!
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Chairman’s Message
A busy newsletter this time and quite a lot for me to say!
This is the second quarterly newsletter and I hope that group leaders are
getting used to giving details for three, rather than two, months ahead.
Don’t forget that, if you, as a group leader, do need to make a change to
your plans, these can be posted very quickly on the web-site - just contact
Ian Clarkson or John Campbell, our ‘web-masters’. As a group leader
myself, I occasionally forget to pass on the odd piece of information, but
find the web-site offers a quick solution.
This month several things are happening – first and foremost “A BIT OF
A DO” in December. The tickets have been on sale since the November
meeting and directly from the web-site and I believe that most of the
tickets have been sold. If you haven’t got a ticket yet and want to come,
call Françoise Stacey to check on availability. I’m looking forward to the
event!
We had a good time in the Isle of Man on my Chairman’s Holiday. The
next holiday (now just called the Travel Group) is advertised elsewhere in
this newsletter and on the web-site. It is a very good price, so I am
expecting (fingers crossed) a full coach. Therefore, if you want to go, get
it booked – the holiday starts on September 10th!
Since the last newsletter we have had our Open Day. Thanks to all the
group leaders who put in the effort and put on a good display of what their
group is all about. I’m sorry that we didn’t advertise the event as well as
we should have, for which apologies. However, we did get some new
members and there were also lots of existing members going round, seeing
what we have to offer.
I am now coming to the end of my term as Chairman and I have enjoyed
it, but I am also looking forward to having a little less to do, though I’ll
still have groups to look after. This brings me to the Committee. In April
several committee members will be standing down and we will need to
recruit some replacements. Without a full committee it will be much more
difficult to arrange the enjoyable things that we do now, so please consider
putting you name forward - ENTHUSIASM is the only qualification
needed. It needn’t take a great deal of time, but it would be nice if you
could be available for our special events, attend some of the monthly
meetings and have access to a computer to exchange e-mails with other
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Committee members.
And the very last thing to say is Happy Christmas and I hope that the New
Year brings you health and happiness.

Sylvia Bowley
www.faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com
PS: I have been contacted by Melissa Colloff, a PhD student at Warwick
University who is carrying out some research about different age groups.
She asks if any of our members would like to help her by watching a short
video and answering some questions, all on line. Her web site is:
http://colloff.warwick.ac.uk/expt/pandp2/

Members’ News
We welcome 9 new members.
From Faringdon: Bruce & Carol Garfield; Pauline Hall;
Margaret Madgewick and Margaret Thomas
From Ampney Crucis: Alan & Julia Lewis
From Buckland: Shirley Chaddock
From Stanford in the Vale: Peter Robinson
We were sorry to hear of the death of Michael Jackson in October.

The 2015 membership renewal form is enclosed with the newsletter and
can also be downloaded from the website. Fees are due from 1st January.

Deadline for Spring 2014 Newsletter
Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor:

Elizabeth Smith, 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon SN7 7JZ
Tel: 01367 241 241; Email: pdes_smith@hotmail.com
by Wednesday 18th February 2015
The Spring Newsletter will cover the period March, April and May.
It will be posted to all members in early March.
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Faringdon & District U3A Committee 2014/15
Sylvia Bowley

Chairman

Ken Bowley

Groups
Co-ordinator

01367 241 296
kenbowalker@gmail.com

John Campbell

Technician /
Web Co-ord

01367 241 748
john-gill.campbell@talk21.com

Simon Coe

Secretary

Liz Cunningham

Membership
Secretary

01367 242 626
rickyliz.cunningham@btinternet.com
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01367 358 394
p.foot47@gmail.com
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01367 240 744
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01793 782 528
j.goff669@btinternet.com
Publicity
Secretary
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01367 241 430
lindamleggett@hotmail.co.uk
01367 241 241
pdes_smith@hotmail.com
01367 241 813
barry.stacey@virgin.net
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nwilkinson@btinternet.com

Committee News
The Committee currently has a full complement of members and is
functioning well. However, in April next year, several people will be
stepping down. It is important that they be replaced because, as the
Chairman says in her message on Page 4, we need as much help as
possible both for day-to-day running and to organise the special functions
and events that we all enjoy. Please give some thought to becoming a
Committee member—the only qualification needed is enthusiasm! Contact
any Committee member to find out more.
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting—Thursday 13th September

“The Bach Family Dynasty:
Fathers and sons, composers and musicians ”
John Winter
Dr. John Winter was our speaker
on September 13th. He is an organist and pianist, active in the field of
Adult Education, but also working
in the world of Church music, so
well placed to understand the restrictions and demands placed on
members of the enormously musical but often controversial Bach
family.
Dr. Winter told us much about
their daily lives in the various
northern states of the country we
now know as Germany. Johann
Sebastian researched his own family tree from around 1560 onwards,
discovering that of 85 of his forebears more than 70 were musically
gifted. Although his own children,
girls as well as boys, were gifted
musically, there were to be no generations afterwards so blessed as
that of his own immediate descendants.
During the eighteenth century most
composers were servants and had
to do what their employers demanded of them; music was made
very much to order. If earlier
pieces could be used again – recy-

cled often with minimal changes –
then they would be. Composers
and musicians had the security of a
home and food supplied, but could
be sacked and lose it all too. He
gave us sets of notes to show the
historical and geographical backgrounds of the four Bachs he intended to talk most about. He explained their career highs and lows.
Not all was plain sailing. Comments made about father (J.S.)
Bach when he was organist at the
Neukirche in Armstadt between
1703 and 1707 show this well:
“If Bach continues to play in this
way, the organ will be ruined in
two years, or most of the congregation will be deaf”…..!
And Bach did indeed move to a
new post in 1707, not long after
suffering this tirade against him.
He was renowned for suffering
fools not at all, a characteristic
passed on to his sons. Among other
shared problems was their inability
to deal with money matters, which
caused problems for their wives,
children and friends. They were
probably so inefficient because

8
they only rarely had to deal with
paying bills or buying essentials.
We learned how Dr. Winter’s four
chosen musicians were viewed by
their contemporaries. He spoke of
Johann Sebastian (father) Bach; of
his eldest son Wilhelm Friedemann who was described as
“resorting to foolish, petty, unprofitable dealings”; of Carl
Philipp Emmanuel , the fifth child
and second surviving son – his
musicianship and compositions
were regarded more highly than
those of his father - and finally of
poor old Johann Christian, the
youngest son, who became known
as “the London Bach” because of

his work in London from 1762 onwards. Here he became Royal music master to Queen Charlotte. It is
probably less well-known that on
his death he was committed to a
pauper’s grave as “Jack Back”.
There were a few absentees because of this being such a favourite
holiday month for U3A members,
but over 100 members heard this
very entertaining talk. Our thanks
to Dr. Winter for coming from St.
Albans to start the Autumn with
us.
A version of this account by Dorothy Garrett appeared in the October edition of The Folly

Meeting—Thursday 9th October

“Four Decades at Buscot”
Roger Vlitos
Roger Vlitos works with the current
Lord Faringdon to preserve and
promote the art works and other
family possessions at Buscot Park
and in the family’s London home.
At our October meeting, Roger
brought to life a series of fascinating episodes involving visitors to
Buscot during the years when
Gavin Henderson, (the 2nd Lord
Faringdon) lived there. Many of us
are familiar with the works of art on
display at Buscot and have seen

some of the beautiful furniture
and other decorative pieces. The
1st Lord Faringdon established the
collection but it was his grandson
Gavin who added the bulk of the
pictures we can see today. He was
a thoughtful and sensitive collector.
Roger has been working on family
papers and photographs only recently discovered in attics and
other storage spaces at Buscot.
This has revealed more about the
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life and interests of Gavin, his immediate family and the many
friends and visitors who stayed at
Buscot in the years from 1934 until
his death in 1977. Roger based his
talk on Visitors’ Books of the period because they contain spontaneous entries written or drawn by
guests. They suggest that Gavin
had a magnetic personality; he also
had an ability to persuade others to
indulge with him in some maverick acts at times. He could be a
source of embarrassment to his
mother, Lady
Violet.
Although educated at Eton
and Oxford,
and one of the
“bright young
things” in the
1920s, Gavin
was well to
the left politically and had
a strong social conscience as well
as moral and physical bravery. A
pacifist, he supported the Republican side during the Spanish Civil
War and worked as a stretcherbearer, having driven one of his
(several) Rolls Royces to Aragon
for use as an ambulance. He paid
to charter a ship to take to Mexico
some 1,000 Spanish refugees who
had escaped into France. During
the Second World War he was part
of the team manning the Faringdon

fire engine, fighting fires during
the London Blitz, in Coventry and
elsewhere. He later organised and
paid for the rescue of a number of
Jews from Buchenwald concentration camp; some were offered refuge in Basque House near Buscot,
just as he had earlier helped a
group of Spanish boys after their
rescue from the disaster of Guernica.
Gavin had a wide range of friends
in the world of politics and the arts.
Visitors to Buscot included H.G.
Wells,
Aldous Huxley, Bertrand
Russell, Harold
Acton,
Cecil Beaton,
John Betjeman
and
many others,
as well as
aristocrats
such as Lord
Lucan. Roger provided a link back
to our July talk about the Mitfords,
with an account of contacts with
several of the Mitford sisters:
Diana, Nancy, whose husband, Peter Rodd, was a close friend
Gavin’s, and Jessica, who stocked
up with provisions during her
elopement with Esmond Romilly.
From the worlds of the arts and
music there were Henry Moore,
Jacob Epstein, John Piper and
Larry Adler. Roger told of some
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visitors whose exploits were, in his
words, rather “louche”. But, as he
also said: “It’s no worse than
Downton Abbey!”
Roger’s final surprise for us was
that in a meeting with Joseph Stalin,
Gavin was given an ermine collar
which he then wore as part of his

robes at the Queen’s Coronation.
This is now a family heirloom
which the current Lord Faringdon
wears on state occasions.
A version of this account by Dorothy Garrett appeared in the November edition of The Folly

Meeting—Thursday 13th November

“Britain and Europe: What Next?”
Jonathan Scheele
There was a very good turn-out on
13th November for our speaker,
Jonathan Scheele, who was well
rewarded for coming from Oxford
to our corner of “Occupied West
Berkshire”, as he jokingly put it.
Jonathan was for 38 years a European Commission official, mostly in
Brussels but finishing in London as
head of the Commission’s representation in the UK. Jonathan started
with the first stage of European cooperation after 1945. In this year
when we are thinking of the horrors
of European wars, it was good to be
reminded that a major objective of
the 1948 Brussels Treaty (which
included Britain) was to make it
impossible ever again for France
and Germany to find themselves
“snarling at each other” across a
common frontier.

Jonathan traced the gradual development of what became the European Economic Community and
then the European Union over the
65 years since 1948. And he went
on to discuss what the EU is now
for, having originated in the determination to prevent another war
between France and Germany and
more recently having a role in stabilising
fragile
democracies
emerging from dictatorships and
authoritarian regimes (Spain, Portugal) and from the break-up of
the Soviet Empire (countries of
Eastern Europe). He then moved
on to a discussion of Britain’s
place in the world and how Britain
can best protect its interests and
deal with issues that go beyond
our borders, and whether we are
best placed to do so as part of a
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larger grouping such as the EU. In
passing he dealt with a number of
myths about the EU.
He gave us some really up-to-date
information, based on public opinion surveys by YouGov and Ipsos
Mori in October and November
2014, about British views on the
EU. In October 56% would have
voted in a referendum for staying in
the EU as against 36% for leaving.
And although Europe is seen as the
fourth most important issue for the
country (picked by 24% of people)
it is only the tenth most important
for people and their families (10%).
Against the background of the 2015
General Election and the issue of a
referendum by 2017 (which may or
may not happen according to the
outcome of the election), Jonathan
identified four main options for the
United Kingdom, ranging from
staying as we were, through efforts
to change the EU to meet British
concerns, to campaigning to leave.

And he discussed a number of
options for a Britain outside the
EU, none of which is uncomplicated. Jonathan’s carefully neutral analysis left us with many
issues to think about. He ended
by making the point that the referendum in Scotland had broadened the political debate to include most of the Scottish population. The challenge with the
debate about Europe (with or
without a referendum) will be to
do the same in the whole of the
United Kingdom and achieve a
discussion which will get beyond
the usual caricatures – on both
sides.
A version of this account by
Dorothy Garrett will appear in
the December edition of The
Folly.

JUST BACK FROM THE ISLE OF MAN
Well, I promised good weather and my power held, and the sea was calm.
My fellow travelers came to the conclusion that the chairman’s powers
held as long as we were under 1000ft but when we ventured higher then
the clouds came scudding over! But no rain! At least till we had finished
and were on the way home!
Barnes did a good job again with organizing the tour, the driver and the
hotel, and I did the rest, doesn’t sound a lot, but believe me it was. We all
had a fantastic time with 4 out of the five days fully occupied with seeing
the island and a beautiful island it is too, and the 5th day free in
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Douglas to do as we wished. Some chose to promenade (and there is a 2
mile one to do so on), some shopped, some walked, and some ventured
further afield on the train/tram to other towns. And a few went to the Parliament buildings and had a tour to see how the governing system works.
Most of us also tried the delicious ice cream available there. Recommended!
The hotel was good, with reasonable food, served in a separate dining
room, lovely breakfasts (help yourself). The evenings we spent in various
ways – played bridge, quizzed, listened to the piano music in the bar, some
went out to view the lights along the prom. I think everyone feels that to
travel with a group you know already is a tremendous bonus when there is
always someone to talk to. The hotel was also home to different travelers
and when we first arrived, obviously fresh from the ferry, it was to discover a group of bikers
with their machines outside, and fleetingly we
wondered...! But they
were lovely people and
willing to chat about
their machines and even
offer a ride! The hotel
had a very grand entrance with a glassed in
staircase but if you are
disabled then there is
another access from the
level, no problem. A lift
also available to get you to your room.
Next year is already organized: we head for Northumberland and North
Yorkshire. The details shown on Page 13 opposite will also be on the web
site. As it a much more reasonable price and I expect it to be very popular,
especially with my existing travel group. So if you are interested then get
the booking! Look forward to you joining me!
Sylvia Bowley
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FARINGDON GROUPS
Astronomy
John Campbell
01367 241748
Blues & Roots
Sheila Donovan
01367 243363
Books
Kay Chamberlain
01367 242647
Bridge - All levels
Steve Braithwaite
01367 240929
Canasta
Shaena Whitney
01367 243564
Cinema Goers
Pauline Waywell
01367 242354
Circle Dance
Lilly Dunkley
01367 820143
Computing & Tablets
Ian Clarkson
01793 782836
Cryptic Crosswords
Peter Smith
01367 241241
Embroidery
Suellen Pedley
01367 710680
Fab (Faringdon Appreciation of Berners) Janet Deane
01367 241145
Family History
Ian Clarkson
01793 782836
Folk Dancing
Val Hudspeth
01367 241035
Foreign Language Films
Robin Stewart
01367 241295
French Conversation
Françoise Stacey
01367 241813
French Intermediate & Advanced Carolyn Williams
01367 241208
Gardeners
Christina Field
01367 241265
German
Victoria Paleit
01865 821594
Golf Croquet (summer)
Steve Braithwaite
01367 240929
History
Mike Iremonger
01367 241361
History of Art
Mairead Boyce
01367 242494
Intermediate Italian
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
Jazz
Patrick Wheare
01367 241927
Local History
Sue Thrower
01367 240848
Mah Jong
Carolyn Clarkson
01793 782836
Military History
Bjorn Watson
01793 782748
Music Appreciation
Beryl Cooper
01367 242908
National Trust
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
Opera
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Philosophical Quotations
Cheng Yee Lowe
01367 243070
Photography
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Poetry
Sandra Cooper
01367 243831
Quilting
Valerie Burdall
01367 240713
Quiz
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Rambling
Ken Bowley
01367 241296
Recorder Consort
Peter Smith
01367 241241
Science & Technology
Ron Colyer
01793 782363
Scrabble
Lynn Pettit/Sylvia Bowley
242019/241296
Spanish - Intermediate
Robin Stewart
01367 241295
Strollers
Rona Bingham/Lynn Pettit
241384/242019
Sunday Lunch
Sheila Donovan/Sylvia Bowley 243363/241296
Theatre Goers
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Travel
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Wine Appreciation
Charles Garrett
01367 240680
Yoga
Jane Archer
01793 782876
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator
Ken Bowley Tel 01367 241 296 or email kenbowalker@gmail.com
Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of
groups is provided on page 14.
Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the
Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has
room for new members.
All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but
before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups Coordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest
Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s).
For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester
Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street.

BLUES & ROOTS
Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday each month at The Bell Hotel,
Faringdon at 2.30pm.
Tuesday 27th January
Film: 'All You Need Is Love: The Story of Popular Music'. The introductory programme to a 17-part television documentary series on the history
of modern popular music directed by Tony Palmer, covering the many
different genres between the mid-19th century and 1976, including folk,
ragtime, Tin Pan Alley, vaudeville, music hall, musical theatre, country,
swing, jazz blues, R&B, rock 'n' roll, and others. We will consider the possibility of showing some (or all) of the individual episodes at future meetings.
Podcast: 'Nicknames'. Nicknames were the sole identification of many
blues artists and an essential part of their identity in the prewar period.
Tuesday 24th February
Film: 'The Road to Memphis'. Director Richard Pearce traces the musical
odyssey of blues legend B.B. King in a film that pays tribute to the city
that gave birth to a new style of blues.
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Podcast: 'Highway Blues'. In 1924 interstate highways were numbered.
The lives of artists recording the blues in the thirties and forties intersected
with these roads on a daily basis and the music reflects that.
Tuesday 24th March
Film: 'Godfathers and Sons'. Director Marc Levin travels to Chicago with
hip-hop legend Chuck D (of Public Enemy) and Marshall Chess (son of
Leonard Chess and heir to the Chess Records legacy) to explore the heyday of Chicago blues.
Podcast: 'WPA Blues'. The WPA employed millions affected by the Great
Depression including huge numbers of African-Americans whose options
for employment were limited. The songs document how the government
programs affected people.
For further information or to be added to the mailing list please contact
Sheila Donovan at sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk or 01367 243 363.

BRIDGE
December Bridge Party
th

Wed 10 Dec from 10am to 3pm, in the Corn Exchange, Faringdon.
Tea/coffee at 10am, start to play at 10.15am.
This will be a fun session for members of all U3A Bridge groups.
There will be no charge. Drinks and prizes will be provided.
You just need to bring “table ready food” to share, and let me know if you
are coming.
Provisional dates for lessons in 2015
All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church
Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park)
from 10am to noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given below:
Intermediate
Mon 12thJan & Wed 14thJan
Mon 9th Feb & Wed 11th Feb
Mon 9thMar & Wed 11th Mar
Experienced
Wed 28th Jan
Wed 25th Feb

Wed 18th Mar

If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to
attend.
For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite
(01367 240 929 or steve.bridge1@gmail.com)
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Beginners’ Bridge
Improvers – we normally meet on the first and third Tuesdays of the
month – so 2nd, 16th December, 6th, 20th January and 3rd, 17th February.
Beginners – this group started from scratch almost a year ago. We meet,
when holidays allow, on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month:
9th, 23rd December, 13th, 27th January, 10th, 24th February.
Meetings take place at 25 Stallpits Road Shrivenham, starting at 10.00am.
If you are interested in learning how to play this fascinating game, or
would like more information, please get in touch.
Contact Carolyn Clarkson 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com)
for further information.

CANASTA
We meet fortnightly on Tuesday afternoons from 2 pm. - 4 pm. at 39
Gloucester Street, Faringdon SN7 7JA All are welcome, both beginners
and experienced players, but please call the day before to let us know you
are coming,
Dates for December, January and February are:
No meetings in December
13th, 20th & 27th January

10th & 24th February

Contact Shaena & John Whitney 01367 243 564 or 07870 566 039.

CIRCLE DANCE
Come and see what this fun friendly group is up to! No partner or experience needed and you'll enjoy some simple dances from around the world.
18th December - a mixture of gentle dances to spine-tingling music to
celebrate the coming of Christmas
15th January - join us for some dances to celebrate the New Year
19th February - some easy fun dances - dance away the winter blues!
Venue : Catholic Church Hall at the back of Budgen's car park
Time : 2.30pm to 4pm - with a break for tea and biscuits (and a chat!)
Any questions : Contact Lilly Sell 01367 820 143 or email
lilly@newhaven4.co.uk.
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CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS
We meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about a couple
of hours including a refreshment break.
The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’
or ‘The Observer Everyman’ standard. We also look at things of interest to
‘cruciverbalists’, brought together in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued
at the meeting. We even try our hand at compiling crosswords and hope to
have one published in the U3A magazine Third Age Matters sometime in
2015.
The schedule for the next few months is:
23rd Jan, 27th Feb, 27th Mar
If you are interested in joining, or would like to know more, contact Peter
Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

EMBROIDERY
The November meeting was a Christmas theme. The project was a festival
table runner in red even weave cotton, embroidered with various snow
flake designs in white and silver. The regular meetings revolve round the
various samplers of techniques, which each member is working at their
own speed and level of expertise.
New members are always welcome, from absolute beginners, to the more
experienced worker. The group meets on the second Tuesday of each
month at 59, Folly View Road, Faringdon SN7 7DQ, by kind permission
of Mrs Maria Pugh.
For more details contact Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680
or suellenpedley@aol.com).

FAB (FARINGDON APPRECIATION OF BERNERS)
We seem to have both interesting and exciting events taking place! Late
August we had a very enjoyable visit to and tour of Faringdon House, together with the Betjeman Society of Wantage, with grateful thanks to
Sofka Zinovieff and her family. We felt very welcomed. The FAB Group
had a return visit in November. Our current project is to put together a
Tourist Information Leaflet on Lord Berners, to be available in the TIC.
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We are collaborating on this with other Groups in the community whose
focus is also on Lord Berners. We have had our first book review published in the local press; another one should be available in January. Now
that we have CDs of Lord Berners' music we are also able to get to know a
bit more about this side of his many talents.
We meet in Faringdon Library on the last Thursday of the month, at
10.30 a.m.
Please contact Janet Deane (janet.deane@talk21.com) for further information. Newcomers always welcome.

FAMILY HISTORY
The next meeting of the Experienced group, aimed at those who have already made significant progress with their research, will be on Friday 30th
January. We will spend time updating each other about our progress or
otherwise, and about new or improved websites. New members are very
welcome to join us. Please contact me if you want more information.
Family History meetings are held on Fridays at 11.00am, at 25 Stallpits
Road, Shrivenham.
Ian Clarkson (01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com).

FOLK DANCING
Our small but very friendly group meets on the first Thursday of each
month at the Catholic Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car Park).
We will meet at 2.30pm. on 4th December, NO meeting in January,
5th February and 5th March.
Contact Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com).

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS
December meeting (Wednesday 3rd December)
The film shown will be "You The Living" (2007) an unusual Swedish
film, directed by Roy Andersson, starring Elisabeth Helander and Bjorn
England. The widely acclaimed film has no central plot, but a collection of
loosely connected sketches. There are English subtitles.
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February Meeting - (Wednesday 4th February 2015)
The film shown will be "Les aventures extraordinaires d'Adele BlancSec"(2010), starring Louise Bourgoin. The entertaining film, based on the
comic books of Jacques Tardi, had varying reviews by critics and audiences. It is in French with English subtitles.
Both films will be shown at 2 for 2.15 pm at 14 The Pines, Faringdon.
For more information please contact Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295.

GARDENERS
Thursday 18th December 2014
Visit to Lechlade Garden Centre to view their Christmas goodies, followed by a Christmas Lunch in the Restaurant at 12.45pm. Meet in the
GSCP at 11.15am for car sharing to the Garden Centre. Please get in touch
with Christina to select something from the Menu if you have not already done so.
Thursday 15th January 2015
Planning Meeting where we decide what events to plan for the next year,
followed by one of our quizzes! Please bring a little refreshment to share.
Venue: Yet to be decided. Time – 2.30pm
Thursday 19th February 2015
Peter Raven has kindly invited us to his home at 15 Manor Close, Clanfield to view a DVD entitled “Rosemoor – Portrait of a Devon Garden”
commencing at 2.30pm. Please bring a little refreshment to share. Meet
at the GSCP at 2.10pm for car sharing to Clanfield. Space is limited so
please let Christina know, as soon as possible if you wish to attend.
For further information, contact Christina Field on 01367 241 265.

HISTORY OF ART
We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 2 pm in The Old Town
Hall.
December 18th "Victorian Painting"
January 15th Ophelia and the Lady of Shalott - Two Tragic Ladies in the
Victorian Imagination"
February 19th "Colonial America"
New members welcome, contact Mairead Boyce on 01367 242 494 or
boycemairead@aol.com
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JAZZ
The next meeting will be our Christmas Party for Jazz Group members on
Monday 8th December in the Old Town Hall, Market Place, Faringdon,
from 11.30am to 2.30pm – an hour later than our usual starting time.
There’ll be nibbles and tea and coffee, plus lots of music, a jazz quiz with
prizes and a raffle. We’ll have time to listen and chat and talk about plans
for next year.
At our first meeting of the New Year (on 12th January) Barry Stacey will
be sounding off about jazz trumpeters while the following month (on 9th
February) Garry Tomlinson will be banging on about jazz drummers. A
good earful for us at both meetings. Don’t miss either of them.
We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library,
Gloucester Street, from 10.30am to about noon. We try to cover all aspects
of jazz from the early days to the present time. If you’re interested just
turn up (except for the Christmas Party which is for regular members
only). There’s no need to book or ring in advance. We charge £1 a time to
cover costs (including the occasional outside speaker) and tea/coffee and
Linda Leggett’s exceedingly good lemon-drizzle cake.
For more information ring or email Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or
patandeve@wheare.me) or Robin Ison (01865 821 154 or rrison@chemintermediates.com).

LOCAL HISTORY
Our meeting on Wednesday 3rd December will be a Christmas Special;
details have been sent to regular group members.
There is no meeting in January.
Arrangements for our meeting on Wednesday 4th February will be circulated to members nearer the time.
Contact Sue Thrower (01367 240 848 or smthrower@tiscali.co.uk).

MAH JONG
We usually meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month from
2.00 – 4.00pm. We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New
members are always welcome.
Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue
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3rd December
17th December
7th January
21st January
4th February
18th February

Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)

For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com, or
Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin@fsmail.net.

MILITARY HISTORY
The Military History Group meets on the first Thursday of the month and
we consider an eclectic range of topics. This year we have focused on the
First World War and the little known campaigns of 1914. We intend to
mark the key battles in each centenary year but our talks are by no means
only about the first and second World Wars.
We have not yet finalized our programme for next year and we are always
open to members putting forward their own suggestions relating to their
particular interests.
Our first meeting will be on Thursday 8th January 2015 at 10.30 am.
The meeting will take place at 9A Stainswick Lane, Shrivenham SN6
8DU. The topic is still to be decided.
You are very welcome to join us. For more information, please contact
Bjorn Watson at bjornwatson@btinternet.com or on 01793 782 748.

MUSIC APPRECIATION
Jan 26th
rd

Feb 23

rd

Mar 23

Subject to be announced
John Tavener
Female Composers

All meetings are at 10.15 for 10.30pm on the fourth Monday of the
month, in Faringdon Library. Please let me know whether or not you are
coming to each meeting.
Contact: Beryl Cooper at 01367 242 908 or beryl.cooper12@gmail.com
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OPERA
In December the Opera Group continues its exploration of the full operatic
repertoire on Monday 8th December with a festive froth of Gilbert & Sullivan’s ‘Iolanthe’ recorded as a studio performance as part of a recording
of all of the Gilbert and Sullivan operas. For January 2015 the opera will
be Puccini’s ‘Manon Lescaut’ from the Metropolitan Opera, New York.
Then in February an unusual work by Rossini, ‘La Donna del Lago’ from
the Royal Opera House.
To accommodate all who wish to attend, there will be three showings with
a fourth arranged if required. These are:
First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon:
01367 240 713) usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A
Monthly Meeting. Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm;
The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, Faringdon: 01367 241 295);
The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines, Faringdon: 01367 241 430) typically starting at 2:30pm finishing at approximately 5:30pm.
For details please contact Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or anthony.burdall@burdall.net), Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or Linda
Leggett (01367 241 430).
Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera.

PHILOSOPHICAL QUOTATIONS
We meet on the second Tuesday of the month at the Sudbury House
Hotel at 2.30 pm..
The next two meetings will be Tuesday 27th January and Tuesday 24th
February 2015 .
We will be having our Christmas lunch on 9th December 2014.
If interested, please contact Cheng Yee Lowe (01367 243 070).
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PHOTOGRAPHY
Over the autumn the group has made photographic expeditions to the
Hawk Conservancy Trust ‘Birds in flight’ in September and Portsmouth
‘Old ships and night views’ in November as well as an impromptu trip to
Stourhead to capture the autumn colours. In addition, the first of the bimonthly assignments has completed on Windows.
For December the Group will make a Photographic expedition to the Birmingham German Market ‘Christmas festivities’. On 14th January there
will be a Photo review with a guest reviewer plus discussion on camera
equipment ‘What do we actually need rather than what can we have?’.
February will be a talk and discussion ‘Creative exposure – out of auto
into manual’.
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at
2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel:
01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).
Please let Anthony know if you wish to come along.

POETRY
The poetry group will meet in Faringdon Library at 10.30am. on Monday
15th December when the subject will be Friends and Relations, on 19th
January when the subject will be Injustice and on 16th February when
the subject will be Change.
Write or bring a poem on these topics or just come and listen.
All are welcome. For more information contact Sandra Cooper (01367
243 831 or sand.co15@rocketmail.com).
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QUIZ
12th December

9th January

13th February

13th March

Question: Portoferralo is the capital of which Mediterranean island? –
Know the answer? Then come along to our group! They vary, of course,
but are good fun! Get your little grey cells working! In the Old Town Hall,
Faringdon at 10am on the above Fridays.
(Answer is Elba)
Contact Sylvia Bowley for details (01367 241296 or email sylkenbow@talktalk.net

RAMBLING
A prior notice, as per the Autumn Newsletter, next year, I will only be
leading walks in January, March, May, July, September & November
leaving more time to do the recces. Francoise is leading the February walk
and Marcus has offered to do the August walk. I am now looking for leaders for the April and June Walks. Because the Newsletter is now coming
out quarterly, I will need to know by the beginning of February for this
walk. If you can help I would be most appreciative.
December – no walk
Thursday 22nd January
This month will be a walk from the Town Centre of up to about 8 miles
with the usual pub stop part way round. If you want to know details,
please contact me from the 13th January onwards. Meet at 9.45.
Thursday 27th February
Francoise Stacey will be leading this month’s walk. Depending upon the
weather it will be between 6 & 8 miles. For details of the walk please send
an email to barry.stacey@virgin.net near to the date of the walk.
Contact Ken Bowley (01367 241 296 or kenbowalker@gmail.com).

RECORDER CONSORT
The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
Members play instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows
access to a wide range of music.
We meet in the afternoons of the third and last Thursday of the month at
10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting at 2.00pm. Sessions are
of about two hours duration including a break for refreshments.
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The schedule planned for the start of 2015 is:
15th and 29th January
19th and 26th March

19th and 26th February

If you are interested in joining but haven’t played for a while, we would
be happy to offer some tutoring to help you get up to speed by, for example, ‘one to one’ sessions or playing straightforward pieces in a small
group. We might even be able to lend you an instrument.
Contact Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
At a recent meeting of Group members, it was agreed to continue the
Group with a programme similar to that in the past, i.e. a mixture of visits,
talks, etc, but with more members involved in planning and organising
meetings. Ron Colyer has agreed to be the Co-ordinator. The next meeting
will be on Tuesday 3rd February at 2.30pm in Faringdon Old Town Hall;
details will be circulated to Group members nearer the time and put on the
U3A website.
For further information contact Ron on ronandsue10@talktalk.net or
01793 782 363.

SCRABBLE
We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00 - 4.00pm. We
are a friendly and welcoming group and always pleased when new members come along. Just give us a ring, please, to let us know you are coming, as space is limited.
Monday 8th December
Monday 12th January
Monday 9th February

Lynn’s (14 Spinage Close, Faringdon)
Lynn’s (as above)
Sylvia’s (53 Town End Road, Faringdon)

For further information contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296) or Lynn
Pettit (01367 242 019).

STROLLERS
Tuesday 30th December
Our annual post-Christmas stroll – a chance to meet up with friends and
walk off those mince pies! We will go to Stanton Park which is flat easy
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walking and conditions underfoot should be good. Meet at GSCP at 10.30
for car sharing.
Tuesday 27th January
A second attempt at this walk which was called off earlier in the year.
Meet at GSCP at 10.00 for car sharing to Appleton. An easy circular walk
taking in part of the Thames Path. Optional lunch afterwards at The
Plough in Appleton.
Tuesday 24th February
This is also a walk which was cancelled earlier this year. Meet at GSCP at
10.00am for car sharing to Eastleach. A pretty circular walk along the
River Leach. Optional pub lunch afterwards at The Victoria Inn at Eastleach.
For more information contact Lynn Pettit (01367 242019
Please wear boots and bring waterproofs and water for all these walks.

SUNDAY LUNCH
th

Sunday 18 January
Sudbury House, £14.99 (2) 18.99 (3), tea/coffee extra. 12 for 12.30.
Sunday 15thFebruary
Horse & Jockey, Stanford in Vale, varied menu/prices 12 for 12.30
Sunday 15th March
The Greyhound at Besselsleigh, varied menu/prices. 12 for 12.30
Contact Sylvia on 01367 241 296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net
Please look out for the booking sheet either at a previous lunch meeting or
at the regular monthly meetings, venues subject to change! Also see web
site for latest!

THEATREGOERS
This group has had some interesting visits recently. We have been to Stratford for “Two Gentlemen of Verona” and Cheltenham for both “Calamity
Jane” and “Jeeves & Wooster”. We’ll soon be going to The Mill at Sonning for “Out of Order” (and lunch!). This is fully booked and there is a
waiting list, a result of the problem I’ll outline. When we book a theatre
we first reserve 30 seats, planning to travel by coach. Unfortunately, theatres require early confirmation of numbers. We’ve had slow responses
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lately and have had to decide early on to reduce the number of tickets and
use the community bus instead. This is what happened in the case of The
Mill when there were a number of late requests for tickets - but too late to
make any changes! So- a lesson learned: when we give a booking date it is
advisable to respond quickly!
To come For the February trip (by community bus) to Oxford for a matinee of
“One man, Two Guvnors” numbers are confirmed. The March trip to Milton Keynes for “Woman in Black” has been cancelled due to a lack of response.
Friday 13th February – Cheltenham for an evening performance of
“Rigoletto” by the Russian State Ballet and Opera House, sung in Italian
with a live orchestra of over 30 musicians. Price will be £53 pp, but if
there is a good response, there will be a refund. Please send the booking
form with the full payment by 20th December.
Saturday 4th April – Matinee performance (preceded by lunch) of
“Tuxedo Junction” at The Watermill. Price: £15.50 [plus lunch and
transport]. A toe-tapping journey across America in the 40’s.The music
scene is booming with swing, jazz, crooners and all in between: it will be
one helluva ride! Lunch is £15.50 for 2 courses with coffee; your choice
will be needed in advance. Booking with payment of £25 (including £5
toward lunch cost) by January 10th.
Thursday 18th June – Matinee performance of “The Deep Blue Sea” by
Terence Rattigan at The Watermill. Tickets are £15.50 pp [plus transport].
Deposit of £20 required by March 1st. This 1950’s play is the story of a
woman who abandons her secure life with her husband for a mad affair
with a former RAF pilot. She finds herself caught between the devil and
the deep blue sea……………
Wednesday September 2nd - Matinee performance of “The Merchant of
Venice” in Stratford where we have seats in the circle. Price £37.50 [plus
transport]. WE ARE ON THE DEADLINE NOW! If you’ve not already
booked, please send your booking form and £20 deposit by 11th December. Balance will be required shortly afterwards.
All members are welcome to join us on any trip. Should you wish to go to
the venue (e.g.Cheltenham or Stratford), for shopping and not the theatre,
then it might be possible to use the coach for transport only. We do have a
mailing list of interested members and when we book an outing, all on that
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list will receive notification. If you would like to be added to the list, contact me – Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296 – sylkenbow@talktalk.net. If you
wish to be removed from the list, let me know.
Booking form on Page 30

TRAVEL GROUP
NEW HOLIDAY ON OFFER – See the holiday description on page
13. Booking form on page 31 and on the website.
Contact – Sylvia Bowley on 01367 241 296 – sylkenbow@talktalk.net

WINE APPRECIATION
We are a group for all of you who enjoy wine and are interested in learning more about it and extending the range of wines you drink. We run two
sessions a month, normally on the third and fourth Tuesdays, at 2.00 pm.
Meetings are held at 3 Sadlers Close, Highworth Road, Faringdon and the
sessional charge is £6.50, with 8-10 wines being tasted.
Topics for the next meetings are:
16th December:
Christmas lunch
2015
20th and 27th January The (almost) A-Z of Italian grape varieties – Pt2
17th and 24th February There’s more to Portugal than Port
17th and 24th March
Grape Identity
Please contact Charles Garrett (CharlesMGarrett@aol.com or 01367 240
680 ) for further details, especially if you would be interested in joining
the Group. The Group is now full, in terms of guaranteed places (because
of the limit on seating capacity) and a waiting list is operating. Places at
individual sessions may be available with 2-3 weeks to go.
NEW GROUPS
We love to see the formation of new groups as it helps our organization
to prosper, but it is vital that the Committee be informed when any such
group is considered and before any announcement is made. The first contact should be with the Groups Coordinator, Ken Bowley on 01367 242196
or email: kenbowalker@gmail.com
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Faringdon & District Theatre Group
All cheques to be made out to :
Faringdon U3A Theatre Account
And sent to Mrs J. Horey, 73 Eastrop, Highworth, SN6 7AT.
PERFORMANCE………………………………………………
AT………………………THEATRE, ON…………………….
I REQUIRE……………….TICKETS AND AM ENCLOSING
A DEPOSIT OF £20 PER RESERVATION. BALANCE TO BE
PAID WHEN REQUESTED.
NAME………………………………………………………….
TEL.
NO………………….EMAIL…………………………………..
All correspondence where possible will be by email so if you
have an email please make sure we have it. If you don't you will
still receive the information. This form is a standard one for ALL
our theatre outings and therefore we need the information for
each performance/theatre to be separate. Therefore if you are
booking two separate outings please use two forms, with separate cheques marking the back of the cheque also. Thanks.

31

32

Stourhead
in October

Ramblers bridge
the gap!

FAB up
the Folly

