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Meetings Calendar 

Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each 

month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a wel-

come from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting 

speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group 

Leaders and socialise.  
 

Thursday 10th March  

Mike Skidmore, a well-known prize-winning artist, who lives locally, 

will talk about “A Life in Art”.  Mike teaches young artists in Colleges 

and Schools of Art, has made training videos for adults, and has also ap-

peared on TV. He often demonstrates an aspect of his work while he is 

giving the talk.  
 

Thursday 14th April  

AGM followed by an illustrated talk from local historian Martin Way. 

Under the title “What a Century” this talk tells of the settlement of Car-

terton, its development as a dormitory for RAF personnel serving at 

nearby Brize Norton, and the history of the base at Brize Norton itself. 
 

Thursday 12th May 

Dr. Tony Maisey assures us in his emails that he is “still alive and well!” 

and he is still much in demand as a speaker in the Thames Valley area. 

His chosen subject for the talk is “Pain”. Don’t be put off, though. He 

says it’s not depressing…If you are lucky enough to have heard him be-

fore, you will know that he is famous for his sense of humour! 
 

Thursday 9th June 

Carol Bunyan has been recovering well after the serious illness which 

prevented her from coming in May 2015. She talks about her career as a 

writer, first for the BBC, and then as a freelance writer and theatre direc-

tor, and most recently as a lecturer on board cruise ships. 
 

Thursday 14th July 
"A Voyage around Great Britain"  -  a talk by John Garvey, involving 

art, history and travel. John describes a journey on horseback around the 

whole coast of Great Britain, undertaken by the artist William Daniell RA.  

Daniell is acknowledged to have been a very successful painter in oils and 

watercolours. His work was the subject of a travelling exhibition last year.  

2 
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Thursday 4th August 

Thanks to the continuing generosity of Steve and Jenny Braithwaite, our 

Summer Lunch will be held in their lovely garden at Livingstone 

House,19 Coxwell Road. More details will be available nearer the time.  
 

Thursday 8th September  

Paul Febvre will outline some of the most recent trends in the field of 

Satellite Technology. Paul started his career as a BT student, working at 

their research centre in Martlesham Heath (the airfield from which Doug-

las Bader flew Spitfires). He was designing and building fibre-optic and 

radio communications systems. He then joined an organisation set up to 

provide safety of life communications for sub-mariners, and, at the request 

of the UK government, he has worked on the industry side of a research 

programme relating to satellites.  
 

Thursday 20th October  

Ron Colyer now leads our own Science and Technology Group and many 

members will know him as a Lecturer at Shrivenham. The title for his talk 

today is “Living and Working in Turkey in the 1960s”.  
 

Thursday 10th November  

Roy Smart is a retired RN officer, Fleet Air Arm pilot and aviation con-

sultant. He has directed flying displays and aviation pageants, including 

some televised commemorations.  

He will talk about the life and work of aviation pioneer Percy Pilcher, who 

died tragically young in 1899 while testing one of his designs. In 2003, a 

research team at the School of Aeronautics of Cranfield University con-

cluded that Pilcher’s designs were more or less workable.  
 

Thursday 8th December  

A treat! Our speaker is Marie Noelle Barton, whose early career was in 

teaching and then in the field of promoting Science and Engineering as 

careers for girls. Today, though, she draws on her personal experience of 

living in France to talk about the French way of celebrating Christmas and 

New Year through food.  
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Chairman’s Message 
 

For this edition, rather than writing the usual ‘Chairman’s Message’, I 

thought it would be useful to let you read the draft of my ‘Chairman’s 

Annual Report’. The final version – which I expect to be little changed 

from this draft – will be published on our website in April and presented at 

the AGM.   

 

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL [DRAFT] REPORT 2015-16 

 

This report covers the period between the April AGMs in 2015 and 2016. 

At the 9th April 2015 AGM, four new Committee members were elected 

and a fifth was subsequently co-opted, bringing the number up to twelve, 

each of whom was allocated an area of responsibility. During the course of 

the year, 11 General Meetings were held in the Corn Exchange on the 

second Thursday of each month on a wide range of topics. The Committee 

decided to make use of the projection facilities in the Corn Exchange both 

before the speaker for various ‘Notices’, using a newly-acquired notebook 

computer running PowerPoint, and during the meeting  to project the 

speaker’s presentation. Also at General Meetings, notice boards were re-

configured, with one carrying notices of national, regional and local 

relevance while the second was used for displays by a number of our 

special interest groups.  

 

In May the Committee organised a ‘Drinks and Nibbles’ party in the 

Barber Rooms at All Saints Church and  invited all group leaders – as a 

‘thank you’ for their hard work - and members who had joined since the 

autumn. The event, enjoyed by all, was well-attended and allowed for 

gentle networking. In August, thanks to the generosity of Steve and Jenny 

Braithwaite, we held our Summer Lunch which, despite awful weather, 

was attended by a record number of members who enjoyed excellent food, 

good wine and congenial company. The annual Open Day was held in the 

Corn Exchange on 6th October. The Committee had invested a lot of time 

and effort into publicising the event, including engaging Faringdon’s 

Town Crier to give loud voice to the event on the actual morning. Despite 

heavy rain early on, the session was very well-attended and more than two 

dozen new members were enrolled. The third social event of the year was 

the so-called ‘January Japes’ lunch in the Corn Exchange prior to the 

monthly meeting. Over 80 people enjoyed the event which seemed to 
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dispel any post-Christmas blues.  

 

Our website has undergone something of a make-over this year, with 

every group having a presence on the site as well as new ‘drop-down’ 

menus. Electronic communication is becoming increasingly important to 

us. Those members without internet access were encouraged to team up 

with an ‘e-mail buddy’ who would pass them important information. The 

use of both mass and selective e-mailing of members was initiated this 

year and, for example, was used with some success in trying to assess how 

many members might attend the Summer Lunch. Electronic membership 

renewal was offered this year, with a simple online form to submit 

followed up by an electronic bank transfer, though the traditional paper 

form and cheque remittance method was also available. Indeed, the 

handling of most of the data the Committee needs for the day-to-day 

administration is now in electronic form and we are grateful to Ricky 

Cunningham for the way he has deployed his IT skills and also to Ian 

Clarkson for his important contributions to website management. 

 

The lifeblood of our U3A is its interest groups and the vigour of the 

organisation lies in encouraging its members to be active. It is pleasing to 

note that we have seen the start of four new groups this year. In February a 

series of monthly ‘Morning Workshops’ was announced aimed at 

providing the opportunity to try out something new as offered by existing 

groups or attend a ’tester’ session which might lead to the establishment of 

a new group. We expect the first workshop to be held at the end of March. 

 

All that is reported above only happened because of the hard work of a lot 

of people. As Chairman, I would like to offer my thanks both to the 

Committee for the way it has worked this year, getting lots of things done 

with unfailing good humour and also to all the many group leaders who 

continue to be the beating heart of our U3A. 

Peter Smith  

www.faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com    

 

 

http://www.faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com
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Deadline for Summer 2016 Newsletter 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor: 

Elizabeth Smith, 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon SN7 7JZ 

Tel: 01367 241 241; Email: pdes_smith@hotmail.com  

by Wednesday 18th May 2016 

The Summer Newsletter will cover June, July and August.  

It will be posted to all members in early June. 

Faringdon & District U3A Committee 2015/16 

Ken  Bowley Groups  

Co-ordinator 

01367 241 296 
kenbowalker@gmail.com 

Simon Coe Secretary and 

Vice– Chairman 

01367 240 744 
ssjcoe@btinternet.com 

Liz Cunningham Membership 

Secretary 

01367 242 626 
rickyliz.cunningham@btinternet.com 

Ricky  

Cunningham 

IT/Website Co-

ordinator 

01367 242 626 
rickyliz.cunningham@btinternet.com 

Peter Foot Thames Valley 

Rep  

01367 358 394 
p.foot47@gmail.com 

Dorothy Garrett Speakers  

Co-ordinator 

01367 240 680 
dorothymgarrett@aol.com 

Rita Higazi Events and 

Venue Support 

01367 244 494 

ritahigazi@hotmail.com 

Shela Rowan Programme 

Team 

01367 243 636 

smr280652@gmail.com 

Peter Smith Chairman 01367 241 241 
pdes_smith@hotmail.com 

Francoise Stacey Venue Booking 

Officer  

01367 241 813 
b.f.stacey@outlook.com 

Alison Thomson Publicity Co-

ordinator 

01367 241 204 

amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk 

Nigel Wilkinson Treasurer 01367 242 809 
nwilkinson@btinternet.com 
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Calling all members! 
 
We’ve already got a couple of volunteers, but 
we would welcome one or two more offers of 
help with the important role of preparing and 
serving tea, coffee and biscuits from the 
kitchen in the Corn Exchange after our 

monthly meetings. The kitchen is equipped with everything needed, in-
cluding a machine to provide instant boiling water ‘on tap’. 
 
If you feel that you could help us in this 
way  - even if only occasionally - please 

get in touch with me or any member of 
the Committee.                 Peter Smith 

 

Members’ News 
 

We welcome 23 new members. 
 

From Faringdon: Joan Hall; George Jackson; John and Val Mattingley; 
Roger Young 
From Ashbury: Graham and Marion Turner 
From Bishopstone: Angela Edward 
From Fawler: Jackie Topliss 
From Hinton Parva: Hazel and Peter Cooke 
From Lechlade: Richard Dadson 
From Milton-under-Wychwood: Janet Parsons 
From Shilton: Michael and Pat Prately 
From Shrivenham: Jane Ahern 
From Stanford in the Vale: Alan Hall; Annette and David Milnes 
From Swindon: Brenda Moore 
From Watchfield: Judy and Mike Hawkes 
From West Challow: Margaret Swadling 
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Notice of AGM 

 

FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A 
Charity Number 1116311 

 
 

This is Formal Notice of the 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2016 
To be held at the 

FARINGDON CORN EXCHANGE 
at 

2.30pm on THURSDAY 14
th
 APRIL 2016 

 

AGENDA 
 

 1. Apologies for Absence 
 2. Minutes of AGM 2015 
 3. Matters Arising 
 4. Chairman’s Report 
 5. Financial Report for year-ending 31 December 2015 
 6. Election of Committee members 
 7. Appointment of Examiner of Accounts 
 8. Any Other Business   

 

After the formal business of the afternoon there will be a 
talk entitled “What a Century” by local historian Martin 
Way, which will be followed by tea and cakes.  
 
Nominations are invited for the new committee. Forms are 

available from the secretary, Simon Coe. Completed forms 

must be with the secretary at least 14 days before the 

AGM. 
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YOUR COMMITTEE NEEDS YOU! 
 

It’s that time of year again! Our Annual General Meeting will be held 
on  Thursday 14th April before our normal monthly meeting. 
 
As you see from the Agenda on Page 8 of this Newsletter, Item 6 is 
‘Election of Committee members’. 
 
We have been well-served by the current Committee these last 
twelve months, and though most will be continuing,  I believe that 
we will need a couple of replacements. 
 
The role of a Committee member is not meant to be onerous—quite 
the opposite in fact and I’d like to think that our current Committee 
members have found what they do is enjoyable! As you’ll see from 
the table on Page 6, each member has an area of responsibility 
but, when it comes to things like our monthly meetings or special 
events such as the Summer Lunch, as many of us as possible pitch 
in to help. 
 
We have a Committee meeting every couple of months—so six a 
year—when we deal with matters concerning the running of our 
U3A. These meetings are usually held in the morning prior to an 
afternoon General Meeting. 
 
There are no qualifications required to become a member of the 
Committee. What’s most important is that you are enthusiastic and 
willing to get ‘stuck in’. 
 
You’ll need to be proposed and seconded by two members—the 
proposal form is very simple to complete and can be obtained from 
our Secretary. 
 
I hope you will give some thought to this request—who knows it 
might be just up your street! 

 
Peter Smith 
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‘LEARN SOMETHING NEW’ 

WORKSHOPS  
 

We are introducing a series of ‘Interest Mornings’ - some may 
lead to the formation of a new group, some may encourage indi-
viduals to join an existing group, while others may be just ‘one-
off’ sessions.  
 
They will take place during the last week of the month, but the 
day will vary. Come to one, some or all!  
 

Planned so far:  
 

29 March  Ukulele for complete beginners - you don’t even  
  need a Uke.  
  Contact Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929  
 

26 April    Introduction to solving cryptic crosswords.   
  Contact Peter Smith on 01367 241 241  
 

May  tba  
 

29 June  A new look at the climate.  
  Contact Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929  
 
Please phone the workshop leader at least a week before to say 
that you are coming. The number of participants is crucial - if there 
are too many for the venue, another venue will be found - or if there 
are not enough, the workshop will not run.  

 
In order to continue with a varied programme, we will need people 
to come forward with other interests and ideas. An existing group 
could, for example, run a workshop. Please let Jenny Braithwaite 
know of subjects you would like to see covered.  
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS 

Our December talk drew a large 

and enthusiastic audience, filling 

the Corn Exchange, who came to 

listen to Reggie Heyworth, Direc-

tor of the Cotswold Wildlife Park 

outside Burford. A show of hands 

established that the majority of us 

had visited the park but many 

probably knew little of the Park’s 

origins and early days. The talk 

was great fun and 

we certainly learnt 

a lot. 

It opened in 1970, 

shortly after the 

opening of the 

first UK safari 

park at Longleat 

and before the 

creation of Wo-

burn safari park. Their creation 

was helped by the growth in car 

ownership in the 1960s, which 

meant that people were more eas-

ily able to travel into the country-

side on visits. 

The Park was created by Reggie’s 

father, John Heyworth, a farmer 

with an interest in animals and 

wildlife from a very young age – a 

formative experience had been a 

visit to Drusilla’s Zoo in Sussex. 

The family owned the house and 

land that form the modern 160 acre 

Park. The house itself had been 

leased to the NHS for 21 years and 

when the lease expired in 1969, 

John Heyworth was faced with the 

issue of what to do with it, espe-

cially as it was in very poor condi-

tion. 

His love of 

wildlife led 

John to take 

the plunge 

and create his 

own wildlife 

park. He bor-

rowed 

£40,000 from 

a bank in 1969 (equivalent to up to 

£1 million today) and boldly an-

nounced that the park would open 

12 months later on Good Friday 

1970. Unlike the ‘drive-through’ 

safari parks, it has always been a 

park for people to walk around, a 

deliberate decision by John. 

The opening was achieved on 

schedule as a result of a huge 

Meeting—Thursday 10th December 
 

“A Talk on the Wildside”  

Reggie Heyworth 
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amount of work. For example, the 

walled kitchen garden was totally 

overgrown by brambles and had 

to be cleared with the help of re-

tired farm workers – Reggie him-

self, aged eight, took part in help-

ing to clear some of the land. With 

hindsight, a quieter day for the 

opening would have been better – 

some 20,000 people visited over 

the Easter weekend and all sys-

tems crashed! 

The early days were clearly some-

thing of a struggle: seasonal fluc-

tuations in income meant constant 

battles with the bank, the house 

needed re-roofing (the first curator 

of the park lived in a flat in the 

house, with many buckets posi-

tioned to catch water coming 

through the roof) and of course 

there was the need to extend the 

collection of animals and birds. In 

those days, conservation was not a 

major issue and animals and birds 

could be supplied or caught to 

order. 

Nowadays,  things are very differ-

ent: all new arrivals come as a 

result of a breeding programme 

which links the Wildlife Park with 

other parks and zoos throughout 

Europe, and a carefully monitored 

exchange programme means that 

great care is taken to avoid the 

risk of in-breeding. The breeding 

programme means that many ani-

mals are the offspring of animals 

already accustomed to our north-

ern climate, even if their 

‘homeland’ climate is very differ-

ent. One striking example is that of 

meerkats, which originate in the 

hot, dry climate of Namibia in 

southern Africa but which have 

been bred in Europe since the 

1970s. The result is that European 

meerkats have developed thicker 

fur and a thicker layer of subcuta-

neous fat than their African rela-

tives. 

The Park now has an extensive 

range of animals, birds and reptiles 

(more than 250 species) but delib-

erately does not have elephants, 

bears or high primates (such as go-

rillas or chimpanzees) because it 

cannot provide the right living con-

ditions for them. The food bill has 

reached over £100,000 a year. Fruit 

bats are the most expensive to feed; 

the easiest are those animals easily 

content with a hunk of red meat, or 

rhinos very happy with a field of 

grass. And the Park now has the 

equivalent of more than 120 full-

time staff working there. 

The major recent development has 

been a particular focus on the gar-

dens, so much so that the official 

name is now Cotswold Wildlife 

Park and Gardens. 

A version of this account by Doro-

thy Garrett appeared in the Janu-

ary edition of The Folly 
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Our first meeting of 2016 -

‘January Japes’- aimed to dispel 

those post-Christmas blues. Over 

80 members enjoyed an excellent 

lunch provided by Sadlers. After 

the meal, more members joined the 

diners to hear Nick Gill give a 

lively and entertaining talk about 

George Gershwin, one of the most 

innovative composers of the 20th 

century. Nick told us about 

Gershwin’s life and played and 

sang a well-chosen selection of his 

compositions. 

George Gershwin’s family left 

Russia for America in 1891 and 

settled in The Bronx, New York 

where George was born in 1898. 

This was the early era of the 

gramophone and Ragtime. Rag-

time was the first authentic Ameri-

can folk music taking much inspi-

ration from African roots. 

Gershwin’s father was a restless 

man and the family moved fifteen 

times in ten years while George 

was growing up. Through all the 

moves, he was surrounded by the 

musical sounds of the early 20th 

century. He was a nervous young 

man and although interested in 

music, did not have any formal 

music tuition until he was 12 years 

old, when he had classical piano 

lessons. He began composing when 

he was 15 but, on leaving school, 

his parents sent him to study ac-

countancy - he soon gave this up! 

This was the age of Tin Pan Alley - 

the name given to the area of New 

York where many of the music 

publishers and songwriters who 

dominated the popular music of the 

United States at that time were lo-

cated - and he got a job playing 

scores in the many music shops 

there. 

He was a great improviser and his 

first rag ‘Rialto Ripples’, published 

in 1913, leaves space for perform-

ers to ‘do their own thing’. In 1919 

he had his first big national hit with 

his song ‘Swanee’. In the early 

1920s he contributed to George 

White’s ‘Scandals’- a long-running 

series of Broadway revues - one of 

which featured his one-act opera 

‘Blue Monday’ in 1922. In 1923 

Gershwin visited London where he 

was offered £15,000 to write ‘The 

Rainbow’, followed by the 

‘Rhapsody in Blue’ in 1924, com-

missioned by Paul White-

man.  Always  interested in Ameri-

can folk music, his opera ‘Porgy 

and Bess’ in 1935 was inspired by 

Meeting—Thursday 14th January 
 

“The Life and Music of George Gershwin”  
 

Nick Gill 
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The Corn Exchange was packed 

with many more members than 

usual to hear Russell Cherry talk-

ing about Britain’s oldest long 

distance road, the Ridgeway. The 

line of the Downs and the Ridge-

way is a familiar 

sight to us in Far-

ingdon and the 

surrounding area, 

but we may well 

not be aware of its 

full length.   

What we see lo-

cally is part of the 

87 mile Ridgeway 

National Trail, 

running from Overton in Wiltshire 

(west of Avebury) to Ivinghoe 

Beacon in Buckinghamshire.  But 

there is a more westerly length of 

the prehistoric road which goes 

down to Lyme Regis in Dorset. 

And from Ivinghoe the road con-

tinues northwards to Hunstanton 

in Norfolk.  The whole route has 

been used since prehistoric times 

by travellers, traders, herdsmen and 

soldiers and Russell described our 

section as the M4 of its day. 

Russell Cherry concentrated on the 

stretch of the 

National Trail 

from Overton to 

Streatley. He 

walked the route 

over several 

months in 2004, 

though walkers 

with less time 

available would 

expect to cover 

that distance in six or seven days. 

All the photos he showed us were 

taken during that time. He stressed 

that 2004 was not a particularly 

good summer but this gave him the 

opportunity to take very atmos-

pheric pictures of banking clouds 

and shafts of brilliant sunlight.  

songs sung by African-

Americans. 

Sadly this much-under rated com-

poser died at the early age of 38 

from a brain tumour in 1937.    

A version of this account by Sarah 

Coe appeared in the February edi-

tion of The Folly 

Meeting—Thursday 11th February 
 

“Britain’s Oldest Road”  
 

Russell Cherry 
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know that although the trees them-

selves are not really ancient (just 

two or three hundred years old), 

what lies below may well be a bur-

ial site dating back some thou-

sands of years. 

In our own time, intensive recrea-

tional use of the Ridgeway, not 

only by walkers and horse riders 

but also by bikers and drivers of 

off-road vehicles, has led to the 

need for restrictions to protect the 

geology and flora. As a result of 

public concern, 1983 saw the for-

mation of The 

Friends of the 

Ridgeway to 

lobby for its 

protection.  

There is a 

framework for 

the maintenance 

of the route, 

with sections 

having been 

closed to motor bikes and vehicles 

other than those belonging to 

farmers. The Ridgeway benefits 

from Government grants and The 

Friends have enlisted the seven 

Members of Parliament, through 

whose constituencies the Ridge-

way passes, as Vice-Presidents.      

 

A version of this account by Doro-

thy Garrett should appear in the 

March edition of The Folly 

He did his walks mid-week, with the 

result that very often he saw no 

other walkers and had only his dog 

for company. We saw a variety of 

landscapes and scenery – open 

downland, secluded valleys and 

woodlands. In general the Ridgeway 

runs along high, dry ground, which 

in the past made travelling easy and 

provided protection from potential 

attack because of the commanding 

views available to those using the 

route. 

The line of the Ridgeway has been 

extensively stud-

ied by historians 

and archaeolo-

gists. Their work 

has revealed   

sites of ancient 

settlements and 

burial grounds 

from Neolithic 

times through the 

Iron and Bronze 

Ages. One of the best known, and 

most visited, sites today is the Ave-

bury Stone Circle. It is the largest 

site of its type in the UK and was 

probably used by Neolithic farmers 

as a temple and religious site. They 

used their knowledge of astronomy 

to place the stones in relation to the 

position of the sun at different times 

of day. 

Several of Russell’s photos showed 

what we may often think of as a 

typical sight on the Ridgeway: a 

clump of trees on a rise. We now 
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FARINGDON  GROUPS 
 

Ashmolean   Anthony Burdall  01367 240713 

Astronomy   Stuart Priest   01367 240118  

Blues & Roots   Sheila Donovan  01367 243363 

Books    Kay Chamberlain  01367 242647 

Bridge - All levels  Steve Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Canasta   John Whitney   01367 243564 

Cinema Goers   Pauline Waywell  01367 242354 

Circle Dance   Lilly Dunkley   01367 820143 

Computing & Tablets  Ian Clarkson   01793 782836 

Cryptic Crosswords  Peter Smith   01367 241241 

Current Affairs   Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Embroidery   Suellen Pedley   01367 710680 

Fab (Faringdon Appreciation of Berners)  Janet Deane  01367 241145 

Family History   Ian Clarkson   01793 782836 

Folk Dancing   Val Hudspeth   01367 241035 

Foreign Language Films Robin Stewart   01367 241295 

French Conversation  Françoise Stacey  01367 241813 

French Intermediate & Advanced     Carolyn Williams  01367 241208 

Gardeners   Christina Field   01367 241265 

German   Victoria Paleit   01865 821594 

Golf Croquet (summer)   Steve  Braithwaite  01367 240929 

History    Mike Iremonger  01367 241361 

History of Art   Mairead Boyce   01367 242494 

Jazz    Patrick Wheare   01367 241927 

Local History     New leader required 

Mah Jong   Carolyn Clarkson  01793 782836 

Military History  Bjorn Watson   01793 782748 

Music Appreciation  Beryl Cooper   01367 242908 

National Trust   Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Opera    Anthony Burdall  01367 240713 

Photography   Anthony Burdall  01367 240713 

Poetry    Sandra Cooper   01367 243831 

Quilting   Valerie Burdall   01367 240713 

Quiz    Sylvia Bowley   01367 241296 

Rambling   Ken Bowley   01367 241296 

Recorder Consort  Peter Smith   01367 241241 

Science & Technology  Ron Colyer   01793 782363  

Scrabble   Lynn Pettit/Sylvia Bowley 242019/241296 

Seams like fun   Valerie Burdall   01367 240713 

Spanish - Intermediate  Robin Stewart   01367 241295 

Strollers   Rona Bingham/Lynn Pettit 241384/242019 

Sunday Lunch    Sheila Donovan/Sylvia Bowley 243363/241296 

Theatre Goers   Sylvia Bowley   01367 241296 

Travel    Sylvia Bowley   01367 241296 

Ukulele   Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Wine Appreciation  Charles Garrett   01367 240680 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Notes for Members 
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator 

Ken Bowley Tel 01367 241 296 or email kenbowalker@gmail.com  

 Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of 

groups is provided on page 16. 

 Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the 

Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has 

room for new members.  

 All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but 

before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups Co-

ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest 

Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s). 

 For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester 

Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street. 

ASHMOLEAN  
A new group is being planned, aimed at those who wish to explore the full 

collection in the Ashmolean Museum under expert guidance. 
 

The group will visit the Ashmolean Museum each month to be guided 

around a separate part of the collection. Each meeting, a curator or expert 

will give a talk and show us the section being studied. Given the extent of 

the Ashmolean collection, there should be enough sections to keep us go-

ing for many years if the format proves successful. 
 

No definite programme of topics can be put forward at present. However, 

it is possible that the first meeting will be Turner’s Oxford considering his 

painting of the High Street, just purchased by the museum, and his water-

colours of Oxford as well as other paintings of the period. Possible subse-

quent topics might be: 
 

1          Turner’s Oxford 

2          Islamic culture 

3          Alfred Jewel and Anglo-Saxon history 

4          Development of textiles 

5          Crossing cultures 
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6          English pottery and porcelain 

7          Print Room drawings of Michelangelo, Leonardo de Vinci 

      and others 

8          Egyptian history 

9          Ark to Ashmolean 

10        Cast Gallery 

11        English painting 

12        Silver & glass 

13        Chinese calligraphy 

14        Musical instruments 

15        Pre-Raphaelite paintings 
 

The meetings will be on the first Thursday of the month but with no 

meeting in August; meetings will start with the group gathering at 11:00 

am at a suitable location within the museum and will take approximately 

one hour. The start time allows for group members to travel to Oxford on 

the 10:00am Faringdon to Oxford bus, using their bus passes. The first 

meeting will be on 7 April with subsequent meetings on 5 May, 2 June 

and 7 July 2016. 
 

Due to limits imposed by the Ashmolean Museum, the numbers for each 

month will be limited. For each visit, group members will be asked to sign 

up for the visit and places will be allocated in advance. There will be a fee 

of £8 per person attending which will be required at the time of signing up 

for the visit – if for any reason members are unable to attend  there will be 

no refund as numbers will have to be given to the museum in advance and 

payment will be required by the museum for these numbers. Regrettably, 

this all means that there will be some administration work to be done and 

to make this task less onerous, communication will be by email; any mem-

bers of the group who do not have an email address will be asked to ar-

range with a friend who will act as ‘email buddy’. 
 

Judging by interest expressed so far, there will be more wishing to attend 

the visits than can be accommodated. However places for each individual 

visit will be allocated from those on the group list with as far as possible 

all group members being able to join at least some visits. 
 

The group leader will be Anthony Burdall . Dorothy Garrett will assist 

and lead the group when Anthony is away. 
 

For details please contact Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon 

Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net Tel: 2407 
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ASTRONOMY 
 

Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month at 7.30pm at            

6 Maple Road, Faringdon.  
 

For more information contact coordinator Stuart Priest 01367 240 118 . 
 

BLUES & ROOTS 
 

This group explores the Roots of the Blues and Popular Music including a 

variety of music genres – from folk, country, jazz, gospel, rock ‘n’ roll and 

British rhythm & blues of the 50s and 60s.  

Podcasts provide themed historical context while filmed documentaries, 

performances and recordings by artists whose music continues to inform 

that of contemporary bands. 

Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday each month at The Bell Hotel, 

Faringdon at 2.30pm. Group members will be contacted by email and up-

dates will appear on the website. 

NO MEETING in March  
 

For further information or to be added to the mailing list please contact 

Sheila Donovan at sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk or 01367 243 363. 
 

BRIDGE 

All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church 

Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park) 

from 10am to noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given below: 
 

Intermediate (each lesson is repeated on a different date) 
 

 

 Mon 7th March & Wed 9th March 

 Mon 18th April & Wed 20th April 

 Mon 9th May & Wed 11th May (Provisional) 
   

Experienced  
 

 Wed 23rd March 

 Wed 27th April 

 Wed 25th May (Provisional)  
 

If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to 

attend. 

For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite  

(01367 240 929 or steve.bridge1@gmail.com) 
 

mailto:sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk
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Beginners’ Bridge 
 

Beginners – this group started from scratch almost two years ago. We 

meet, when holidays allow, on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the 

month: 8th & 22nd March, 12th & 26th April and 10th & 24th May. 
 

Meetings take place at 25 Stallpits Road Shrivenham, starting at 10.00am. 

If you are interested in learning how to play this fascinating game, or 

would like more information, please get in touch. 

Contact Carolyn Clarkson 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com) 

for further information. 

 
CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 

We meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10 Leam-

ington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about a couple 

of hours including a refreshment break. 

The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’ 

or ‘The Observer Everyman’ standard. Over the year members accumulate 

points to find the year’s ‘top solver’ We also look at things of interest to 

‘cruciverbalists’, brought together in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued 

at the meeting.  

The schedule for the next few months : 22nd April, 27th May [no meeting 

in March—it’s Good Friday]  

If you are interested in joining, or would like to know more, contact Peter 

Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

 

CURRENT AFFAIRS 
 

 

Contact Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929, jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk  

 
EMBROIDERY 

 

The Christmas festivities have given way to the colds and flu of winter, so 

the attendance has been rather disrupted. However, with spring just round 

the corner we are hoping to get back into a more normal routine. We are 

always happy to have new people joining us, whether they are experienced 

embroiderers or would like to learn the skills of this ancient art form.  

mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com
mailto:jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk
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Currently the meetings are at 44, Hunters Field. Stanford-in-the-Vale  

SN7 8LX 
 

For more details contact Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680  

or suellenpedley@aol.com). 
 

FAMILY HISTORY 
 

The next meetings of the Experienced group, aimed at those who have 

already made significant progress with their research, will be on Friday 

1st April (to avoid Good Friday) and Friday 27th May. We hope to have 

updates from members before our usual Search, Suggest and Chat session. 

The success of this group means that we may have to find a new (larger) 

venue – I will keep members informed. New members are very welcome 

to join us. Please contact me if you want more information. 
 

The Beginners’ Group will continue to meet on the first (usually) 

Wednesday of the month. On 2nd March we will look at methods of stor-

ing all the information the research unfolds – old fashioned pen and paper 

as well as on computer. On the 13th April (note the change) we will re-

view the progress made and consider a possible trip to the National Ar-

chives at Kew. If members feel that the trip is  a good idea we will meet 

again on 4th May to plan the visit and decide on the research each member 

wishes to focus on. 
 

The Experienced Group meetings are held on Fridays, at 11:00 am, and 

the Beginners on Wednesdays at 10:00am, both at 25 Stallpits Road, 

Shrivenham 

Ian Clarkson (01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com). 
 

FOLK DANCING  
 

Our small but very friendly group just got a little larger (2 new mem-

bers).  If we could just persuade a few more of you to "give us a try" - that 

would be marvellous. 

We meet on the first Thursday of each month at the Catholic Church Hall 

(entrance behind Budgens Car Park). At 2.30pm. Our next sessions will 

be: Thursday 3rd March, 7th April, 5th May,  4th June.  

Contact Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com). 

 

mailto:suellenpedley@aol.com
mailto:ian.clarkson@gmail.com
mailto:valhud@gmx.com
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS 
 

Wednesday 20
th

  April  

The film shown will be Daniel Auteuil's "Fanny" (2013), part of Marcel 

Pagnol's Marseilles trilogy (1930s) starring Auteuil himself in the role of 

Cesar. This is a delightful film and is adapted faithfully from the original 

story.  The film is in French with English subtitles.   

It will be shown at 2 for 2.15 pm at 14 The Pines, Faringdon.  

For more  information please contact Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295. 
 

GARDENERS 
  

Thursday 17th March 

Visit to Chilton Garden Centre. Meet at 1.30pm in GSCP for car sharing 

to Garden Centre.  
 

Thursday 21st April  

Visit to Sulgrave Manor and Gardens, the ancestral home of George 

Washington’s family, using the Community Bus. Leave GSCP at 11.15. 

We must have 16 people for this tour to go ahead. Cost - to include en-

trance to Manor and coach - £17.00, plus extra for lunch. Please speak to 

Christina regarding the menu, which has to be agreed before the visit.  
 

Sunday 8th May (Please note change of day)  

Visit to Stowell Park, Northleach and Plant Sale. NGS Open Day. Stowell 

Park is one of the most outstanding gardens in the Cotswolds and has 

breathtaking views over the Coln Valley. Admission £6.00 Meet at 

1.15pm (prompt) in the GSCP for car sharing to Stowell Park.  
 

ADVANCE NOTICES  

Sunday 12th June (Please note change of day)  

Visit to the Old Rectory Garden, Farnborough Nr. Wantage; a 4 acre gar-

den divided into rooms. NGS Open Day Meet at 1.15pm for car sharing to 

Farnborough.  
 

Thursday 23rd June  

We are arranging a trip to Kew Gardens to which all members of the U3A 

are invited. Peter Raven is organising this trip so if you are interested in 

going, please get in touch with him on 01367 810621. Details of this trip 

will be displayed at the monthly meetings and on the web-site.  
 

For more information please contact Christina Field on 01367 241 265 or 

for the trip to Kew Gardens – Peter Raven on 01367 810 621.  
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GOLF CROQUET 
 

Will be held on Monday 18th April(weather permitting) at Livingstone 

House, 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon from 2pm onwards. Other dates may 

be arranged in due course. No previous experience required. 
 

If you have not played before and would like to join, then please 

contact Steve & Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240 929 

or email: steve.jenny@hotmail.com 
 

HISTORY OF ART 
 

We meet on the third Thursday of each month at 2pm in The Old Town 

Hall.   

In March our subject will be  Picasso,  in April  Cubism, and in May  

Futurism, Orphism, Rayonism. New members welcome. 
 

Contact Mairead Boyce on 01367 242 494 or boycemairead@aol.com 
 

JAZZ 
 

Latin Jazz will be Garry Tomlinson’s subject at our next meeting on Mon-

day 14th March in the Library, Gloucester Street, at 10.30am. Then the 

following month, on 11th April, the jazz pianist Nick Gill will be bringing 

his piano in to the Library to entertain us with the sound of Ragtime live. 

On 9th May the poet Philip Larkin’s selection of Jazz will be examined 

and played by Pat Wheare. We’ll complete our pre-summer programme on 

13th June with a presentation by Jan Hall and Rachel Holt called Jazz? 

involving some audience participation! In July and August we’ll take our 

annual summer break before starting off again on 14th September when 

Barry Stacey will be our star performer. It’s an exciting programme. Don’t 

miss any of them. 
 

We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library, 

Gloucester Street, from 10.30am to about noon. We try to cover all aspects 

of jazz from the early days to the present time. If you’re interested just 

turn up. There’s no need to book or ring in advance. We charge £1 a time 

to cover costs (including the occasional outside speaker) and tea/coffee 

and lemon drizzle cake produced superbly by  Linda Leggett. 
 

For more information ring or email  Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or 

patandeve@wheare.me) or Robin Ison (01865 821 154 or rrison@chem-

intermediates.com). 

mailto:patandeve@wheare.me
mailto:rrison@chem-intermediates.com
mailto:rrison@chem-intermediates.com
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MAH JONG 

We usually meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month from 

2.00 – 4.00pm. We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New 

members are always welcome. 

 Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue 
  

 2nd March   Marlene’s (Stanford)  

 16th March   Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)  

 6th April   Marlene’s (Stanford)  

 20th April   Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) 

 4th May   Marlene’s (Stanford)    

 18th May    Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) 
  

For further information contact: 

Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com, or 

Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin@fsmail.com. 
 

MUSIC APPRECIATION 
 

All meetings are on the fourth Monday of the month, at Faringdon Li-

brary, at 10.15 for 10.30 (No meeting on Bank Holidays).  
 

28th March    No meeting  (  Easter Monday ) 
25

th
 April    Best of the best—perhaps? 

23rd May   Stravinsky 
 

Please let me know each month whether you will or will not be attending. 

New members welcome  -  please ring me for further details 

Beryl Cooper on 01367 242 908 or email beryl.cooper12@gmail.com  
 

OPERA 
 

After the festive frivolities of ‘Merry Widow’ and ‘Die Fledermaus’, the 

group was moved by a wonderful production of Benjamin Britten’s ‘Peter 

Grimes – for Aldeburgh beach’. For March, on 7th March, we will go 

back to an early opera, Handel’s ‘Xerxes’ from English National Opera.. 

This will be followed on 11th April by Rossini’s boisterous ‘La Ceneren-

tola’ from La Scala, Milan. On 9th May it will be a double bill from Glyn-

debourne of Ravel’s two one act operas ‘L’Enfant et les Sortileges’ & 

‘L’Heure Espanole’.  
 

mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com
mailto:marlenejmartin@fsmail.com
http://gmail.com


25 

The full programme for the 2015 – 2016 season is on the web site. In addi-

tion to the usual Mozart, Verdi and Puccini, it includes operas from 

Massenet, Bizet, Lehar, Strauss, Britten, Handel, Rossini, and Ravel. 
 

As previously, there will be three showings with a fourth arranged if re-

quired. These are: 
 

First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon) 

usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A Monthly Meeting.   

Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm; 

The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, Far-

ingdon);  

The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines, Faring-

don) typically starting at 2:00pm finishing at approximately 5:00pm. 
 

For details please contact Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or          

anthony.burdall@burdall.net), Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or 

Linda Leggett (01367 241 430). 

Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera. 

  

PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

The March meeting of the Photographic Group, on Wednesday 9th March, 

will be a Study Day ‘Composition and seeing the picture’ in the Town 

Hall, Market Square, Faringdon. The speaker and course leader will be 

local photographer Derek Gale. The format for the day will be talks from 

Derek Gale interspersed with photographic exercises in and around the 

Faringdon Market Square. There will be a Study Day Fee of £20.00.  

In April there will be two meetings. The first will be on 13th April and 

will be a photo review plus talk by group members. On Saturday 23rd 

April there will be an extra photographic expedition to Vulcan XM655 at 

Wellesbourne. On 11th May there will be a photographic expedition to 

Bath including Prior Park.  
 

The full programme for the Photography Group for 2015 – 2016 is on the 

web site. As before there is a mixture of photographic expeditions fol-

lowed in subsequent meetings with a review of photographs taken, and 

discussion sessions. Regular bi-monthly assignments will be set. In addi-

tion there will be repeat visits to places previously visited which will be 

arranged on an ad hoc basis.  

mailto:anthony.burdall@burdall.net
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The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 

2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel: 

01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).  

Please let Anthony know if you wish  to come along. 

 

POETRY 
 

In March we'll spread fears in words on 'Tears'  

In April deliberations on 'Celebration' 

In May word purses spill gold on 'The Universe' 
 

We meet on the third Monday of the month at 10.30am in Faringdon    

Library: 21st March;  18th April;  16th May. 

Bring splendid lines. 
 

If you'd like to know more call Sand Cooper (01367 243 831 or 

sand.co15@rocketmail.com). 

 

QUILTING 
 

The Patchwork & Quilting Group meets on the last Wednesday of the 

month from 2pm - 4pm at 2 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY. 

Beginners and long term quilters are all very welcome. We teach hand and 

machine quilting. 
 

For more information contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713 
 

QUIZ 
 
 

      11th March     8th April           13th  May         10th June  
 

Why not come along to our group? It is fun! The questions vary as do the 

quizmasters! But there are no prizes and no particular battles either! 

Get your little grey cells working! In the Old Town Hall, Faringdon at 

10am on the above Fridays. 
 

Note for your diary – the November meeting is a week later than usual– 

18th November          

 

Contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241296 email sylkenbow@talktalk.net) 
 
 
 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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RAMBLING 
 

Please note that the walks listed are subject to a successful recce and it 

is advisable to check on the home page of our web site or to contact me 

nearer the time.                                                                                   

My contact details are listed below should you need them.  
 

Thursday 24th March  Daffodil walk. Led by Francoise Stacey  

A three hour circular walk of 7 miles: Grid ref. Su 198 053. The walk 

starts at 9.45 in Eastleach Turville at the war Memorial situated a little 

below the Victoria Inn, with one or two pauses on the way. At the end of 

the walk, there is the possibility of going to the Victoria Inn for a drink 

and/or something to eat.  

Please note the early start: meet in GSCP at 09.15  

Contact Francoise at b.f.stacey@outlook.com or Tel: 01367 241 813.  
 

Thursday 28th April   

I will be leading this walk which is from the centre of Hook Norton. A 

circular walk of around 4 ½ miles is planned for the morning, with a tour 

of the Brewery in the afternoon. A provisional booking has been made 

with the Brewery for 8 to 12 of us at 2.00 pm (12 is the maximum al-

lowed). At the time of preparing the letter 10 of us are down to go.  

Once the quota is full any other member welcome to come for the walk 

only, but I cannot guarantee transport. I am prepared to act as liaison if 

any one wishes to have a lift or provide transport.  

Please note the early start: meet at GSCP 09.00 am (this allows for hold-

ups getting there, the walk, and a couple of hours to have lunch and get to 

the Brewery)  
 

Thursday 26th May  

Today’s walk is being led by Shela Rowan. The walk is circular, starting 

from Fairford going towards Quenington and Coln St Aldwyns; stopping 

for lunch back in Quenington, which is about 5.5 miles. Returning to Fair-

ford by a different route, which is another 2.5 miles.  

Meet at GSCP for car sharing to be leaving at 10.00 am.  
 

As you will see I am not leading all the walks. If you have not already vol-

unteered and would like to lead your favourite walk for one of the coming 

months following these, please let me know. The format of the walk can 

be entirely your own with your own style of leadership, but I am happy to 

help where I can. I learnt by trial and error and hope I do it right. 

Contact Ken Bowley (01367 241 296 or kenbowalker@gmail.com).  

mailto:kenbowalker@gmail.com
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RECORDER CONSORT 
 

The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmos-

phere. Members play instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, 

which allows access to a wide range of music.  

We normally meet in the afternoons of the third and last Thursday of 

the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting at 

2.00pm. Sessions are of about two hours duration including a break for 

refreshments.  
 

We will meet on: 

   17th & 24th  or 31st March [tbc]  21st & 28th April    16th & 26th May  

 

If you are interested in joining but haven’t played for a while, we would 

be happy to offer some tutoring to help you get up to speed by, for ex-

ample, ‘one to one’ sessions or playing straightforward pieces in a small 

group. We might even be able to lend you an instrument.  

Contact Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or  pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 
 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

The Spring programme for the Science and Technology Group is as 

follows: 

Tuesday 15th March - Visit to Air Salvage International, a company 

that re-cycles aircraft components, at Cotswold Airport (Kemble), start-

ing at 1100. 
 

Tuesday 5th April -  A talk by Simon Blumlein on “The Life and Work 

 of Alan Dower Blumlein”. Alan Dower Blumlein was a prolific pre-

war inventor within the sound, television and radar fields, amongst his 

achievements being the invention of stereophonic sound. His son, 

Simon, will talk about his life and work. The talk will start at 1430 in 

the Jubilee Room, The Pump House, Faringdon Market Square 
 

May -  visit yet to be arranged 
 

Unless otherwise stated meetings are on the first Tuesday each month 

and talks are in the Jubilee Room, The Pump House, Faringdon Market 

Place, starting at 1430. 
 

 

Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer: Email: roncolyer-

sandt@gmail.com  or Tel: 01793 782 363 or from the website 

mailto:roncolyersandt@gmail.com
mailto:roncolyersandt@gmail.com
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SCRABBLE 
 

We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00 - 4.00pm. New 

members are very welcome and we can teach you how to play if you’re 

new to the game. Do give either of us a ring to find out more about the 

group. 
 

Monday 14th March  Lynn’s (14 Spinage Close, Faringdon) 

Monday 4th April   Sylvia’s (53 Town End Road, Faringdon) 

Monday 9th May   Lynn’s (as above) 
 

For further information contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296) or Lynn 

Pettit (01367 242 019). 

 

SEAMS LIKE FUN 
 

Meetings take place from 2 to 4 pm on the first Monday of the month.                                                                                                                                                                                         

If you would like to go back to dress making or start from scratch come 

and join us at 2 Fernham Road Faringdon.  
 

For details contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713.   

 

STROLLERS 
 

Tuesday 22nd March 

A 4 mile circular walk from Eastleach where I hope the daffodils will be 

in flower.  The walk follows the River Leach and part of Akeman Street.  

Optional lunch afterwards at the Victoria pub.  Please meet at GSCP at 

10.00am for car sharing. 
 

Tuesday 26th April 

3 or 4 miles in the open countryside around East Hendred. A gentle climb 

at the beginning takes us into the farming area on the lower slopes of the 

downs. The local Inn is a bit more expensive than usual, but well worth 

it.  An idea of numbers for booking lunch would be helpful.  Jane Archer 

01793 782 876. Please met at GSCP at 10.00am for car-sharing. 
 

Tuesday 24th May 

Following the February talk on The Ridgeway, a 4 mile walk starting at 

White Horse Hill and visiting Wayland Smithy and the countryside south 

of The Ridgeway.  Optional lunch afterwards at The White Horse Inn at 

Woolstone. Please meet at GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing. 

 
 



30 

New members are very welcome to join this leisurely and friendly walking 

group.  It is helpful if you can ring me beforehand so I have an idea of 

numbers.  Please wear boots and bring waterproofs and water for all 

these walks. 
 

For more information contact Lynn Pettit (01367 242 019) 
 

SUNDAY LUNCH 
 

 

Sunday 20th March  
Horse and Jockey, Stanford in the Vale. Mixed menu and prices.  

12.30 or thereabouts. 

Sunday 17th April  

The Greyhound, Besselsleigh. (On A420). Extensive menu varied prices. 

This booking is limited to 10 so get your names on list asap. 1pm  

Sunday 15th May  

Sudbury House, Brasserie, 12.30 pm. Lunch is now plated and served, not 

a carvery ! Prices £20 for two courses, £25 for three courses  

 

Contact Sylvia Bowley on 01367 241 296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net 

 
THEATREGOERS 

 

Latest bookings 
 

Our annual visit to Stratford - This year we are booked to see King Lear.  

Saturday 24th September, matinee performance.  Gregory Doran directs 

Anthony Sher in the title role. Cost £42 plus transport. The turnaround on 

this is very fast so you must make a quick decision! You have only until 

8th March to send in a deposit of £20 to Jane Horey using the form avail-

able on the web site or in this newsletter. The balance will be required by 

the end of March. The reason for this, the theatre gives us only a few 

weeks to sell these very popular seats, so get your booking in quickly 

please.  
 

Saturday July 2nd - Watership Down Matinee at the Watermill. Based 

on the book by Richard Adams it is a stirring tale of courage and survival 

against the odds, and has become one of the best loved adventures of all 

time: the long and perilous journey of a small band of rabbits  in search of 

a safe home. Price is £15.50 plus transport, and we will have lunch before 

the performance probably at The Black Bird. A deposit of £20 is required 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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by 31st March, with the balance in late April. 
 

Thursday 18th August Matinee We had such a good time at The Mill, 

Sonning with Stepping Out that when we saw they were staging an Agatha 

Christie we had to book! THE HOLLOW, a classic murder mystery…. 

Bullets pumping into the body of Dr John Christow was the wish of many 

people but who did it? It’s up to you to decide with the help of DI Colqu-

houn. This production is directed by Brian Blessed, a favourite actor and 

adventurer! Lunch will be included with this and so the cost is £45.50 plus 

transport. Deadline for reservations of £20 per person by 7th May with 

final payment in June. We also thought that instead of always seeing the 

Mill in the winter and the rain we will hopefully see it in the summer  
 

All members are welcome to join us on any trip, also should you wish to 

go to the venue (Cheltenham or Stratford, as a tourist or shopper and not 

the theatre) then it would be possible to use the coach as transport only. 

We do have a mailing list of interested members, and when we book an 

outing anybody on that list will receive notification, so if you do not re-

ceive such emails (or letters) and would like to, then contact me – Sylvia 

Bowley 01367 241 296 – sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added. Alterna-

tively, if you are on the list, but are no longer interested then contact me to 

be removed. 
 

Booking form on Page 34. 

 

WINE APPRECIATION 
 

We are a group for all those who enjoy wine and are interested in learning 

more about it and extending the range of wines you drink. We run two 

sessions a month, normally on the third and fourth Tuesdays, at 2 pm. 

But see below for May dates. Meetings are held at 3 Sadlers Close, High-

worth Road, Faringdon and the sessional charge is £7.00, with 10-12 

wines being guaranteed for tasting, and sometimes more. 
 

Topics for the next meetings are:    

15th & 22nd March  Chile revisited: In with the New, in with the Old 

19th & 26th April:   Living in the shadows AND Starring roles for 

    ensemble players  

10th* & 17th May:  ABC or NBC?  

21st & 28th June:   Wines of Alsace  

 

*In May we are meeting on the second and third Tuesdays.  
 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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Please contact Charles Garrett (CharlesMGarrett@aol.com or 01367 240 

680) for further details. There is more information on the website, includ-

ing the programme up to June 2016 and the list of wines from two previ-

ous sessions, to indicate the range of wines we taste. 
 

The Group is not in a position to accept new members for the time being 

but there may be places available for individual sessions. If you are inter-

ested in coming to one of these, please contact Charles Garrett at the be-

ginning of the relevant month. 

Examples from Photographic Group’s 

assignment on ‘Architecture’ 

Science & Technology 

Group at Fiennes  

Restoration admire a 

splendid Rolls Royce 

mailto:CharlesMGarrett@aol.com
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 Thames Valley Network  
News 

 
At the February Meeting of the TVN Representatives, all U3A members 

were encouraged to look at the national website for events and news: a 

great variety of material of interest is available and all are welcome to 

make the best use of it. The website is: http://www.u3a.org.uk. Included 

are articles on U3A matters in national newspapers, news about confer-

ences, summer schools and a great deal more.  
 

At the same meeting, TVN was told by the head of the Third Age Trust 

that we were the ‘best region’ in the U3A movement – how we preened 

ourselves on your behalf! Money is in good shape and, with luck, this will 

positively impact on affiliation fees next year, leaving more of our money 

to spend as we see fit.  
 

For this year, study days planned are as follows:  
 

11th June - Practical wildlife day on a nature reserve outside Maiden-

head.  

21st June - Railway day at Swindon: includes free access to museum 

and 2 newly acquired locomotives to mark 175 years of GWR 

railway engineering at Swindon.  

15th July - Learning languages in later life – for language group con-

venors at Benson - or for anyone learning another language.  

24th September - Children's literature – at Oxford UP building.  

5th October - Wine tasting event  

23rd November  - Combined event with students at Oxford Brookes 

on robotics  
 

In each case, actual details will appear on our website as soon as we are 

informed by TVN. However, just in case there are hiccups in communica-

tion, keeping an eye on the TVN website is most strongly recommended: 

http://www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk/Events_Programme_2016.html  

Please note that three other 2016 events, including two at Kelmscot 

Manor, have been filled already, with waiting lists: speed booking is im-

portant to avoid disappointment. Wherever possible, repeat days will be 

provided for over-subscribed events.  

Enjoy 2016!  
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Faringdon & District Theatre Group 

 

All cheques to be made out to : 

 

Faringdon U3A Theatre Account 

 

and sent to Mrs J. Horey, 73 Eastrop, Highworth, SN6 7AT. 

 

PERFORMANCE……………………………………………… 

 

AT………………………THEATRE, ON……………………. 

 

I REQUIRE……………….TICKETS AND AM ENCLOSING 

A DEPOSIT OF £20 PER RESERVATION. BALANCE TO BE 

PAID WHEN REQUESTED. 
 

NAME…………………………………………………………. 

TEL.  

NO………………….EMAIL………………………………….. 

 

All correspondence where possible will be by email so if you 

have an email please make sure we have it. If you don't you will 

still receive the information. This form is a standard one for ALL 

our theatre outings and therefore we need the information for 

each performance/theatre to be separate. Therefore if you are 

booking two separate outings please use two forms, with sepa-

rate cheques marking the back of the cheque also. Thanks. 
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Photographic 

Group’s assignment 

on ‘Architecture’ 


