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Meetings Calendar
Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each
month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a welcome from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting
speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group
Leaders and socialise.
Thursday 9th June
Carol Bunyan has been recovering well after the serious illness which
prevented her from coming in May 2015. She talks about her career as a
writer, first for the BBC, and then as a freelance writer and theatre director, and most recently as a lecturer on board cruise ships.
Thursday 14th July
"A Voyage around Great Britain" - a talk by John Garvey, involving
art, history and travel. John describes a journey on horseback around the
whole coast of Great Britain, undertaken by the artist William Daniell RA.
Daniell is acknowledged to have been a very successful painter in oils and
watercolours. His work was the subject of a travelling exhibition last year.
Thursday 4th August
Thanks to the continuing generosity of Steve and Jenny Braithwaite, our
Summer Lunch will be held in their lovely garden at Livingstone House,
19 Coxwell Road. See page 7 for details.
Thursday 8th September
Paul Febvre will outline some of the most recent trends in the field of
Satellite Technology. Paul started his career as a BT student, working at
their research centre in Martlesham Heath (the airfield from which Douglas Bader flew Spitfires). He was designing and building fibre-optic and
radio communications systems. He then joined an organisation set up to
provide safety of life communications for sub-mariners, and, at the request
of the UK government, he has worked on the industry side of a research
programme relating to satellites.
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Thursday 20th October
Ron Colyer now leads our own Science and Technology Group and many
members will know him as a Lecturer at Shrivenham. The title for his talk
today is “Living and Working in Turkey in the 1960s”.
Thursday 10th November
Roy Smart is a retired RN officer, Fleet Air Arm pilot and aviation consultant. He has directed flying displays and aviation pageants, including
some televised commemorations.
He will talk about the life and work of aviation pioneer Percy Pilcher, who
died tragically young in 1899 while testing one of his designs. In 2003, a
research team at the School of Aeronautics of Cranfield University concluded that Pilcher’s designs were more or less workable.
Thursday 8th December
A treat! Our speaker is Marie Noelle Barton, whose early career was in
teaching and then in the field of promoting Science and Engineering as
careers for girls. Today, though, she draws on her personal experience of
living in France to talk about the French way of celebrating Christmas and
New Year through food.
Thursday 12th January
This will prove to be an interesting talk, as well-known magician, Peter
Wentworth –The Mile High Magician, entertains us all with his own
special type of magic for our monthly meeting.
Thursday 9th February
Roger Vlitos, makes a return visit to give an illustrated talk, which will be
of particular local interest. He will be looking at paintings by Lord Berners, which were recently discovered at Faringdon House. Several of these
paintings are of Faringdon itself and it will be fun to identify the locations
of some of his water-colours.
Thursday 9th March
Brunel’s SS Great Britain: from launch to ‘re-launch’ is the title of
Ian Caskie’s talk this month. Ian is a very popular Visitor Services volunteer with the SS Great Britain Trust in Bristol. He will talk about the
ship’s remarkable story from her original design through the different
phases of her working life.
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Chairman’s Message
Since I wrote my last message for the Spring 2016 Newsletter, our U3A
has continued to prosper with interesting speakers at General Meetings,
new groups settling in and monthly workshops beginning.
The Ashmolean Group is off to a good start with a healthy demand for the
places available at any one session. I attended the first meeting in April on
Chinese Calligraphy which offered a fascinating insight into the
inextricable link between Chinese art and writing.
The Ukulele group is, as they say, strumming along nicely and had their
first public performance in March at the United Church’s Daffodil Tea.
The Current Affairs Group’s monthly sessions address a wide range of
challenging issues – the EU, Africa and the NHS have been the focus of
discussions recently.
By the time you receive this Newsletter, three Morning Workshops will
have taken place on Ukuleles, Cryptic Crosswords and William Morris. If
my experience of running the Cryptic Crosswords session is anything to
go by, these workshops are enjoyable and informative and offer
participants an introduction to ‘something new’, very much in the spirit of
U3A.
In April we had our AGM which with a combination of pre-meeting
electronically-available information supported by information projected on
the big screen and hard-copy data on the day allowed every member the
opportunity to find out about all aspects of the past year and comment if
they so wished. At the meeting three new Committee Members were
elected – Margaret Brown, Peter Robinson and Alison Thomson
(previously co-opted but now a full member). I am delighted to welcome
them to the Committee and am sure that will be an asset to our U3A. I
would like to express my thanks to outgoing Committee members Dorothy
Garrett and Françoise Stacey for all their hard work over several years.
In May we held a very enjoyable and well-attended ‘Drinks and Nibbles’
event in the Barber Rooms at All Saints Church to welcome new members
and thank our Group Leaders for all their hard work during the past year.
In a paragraph above, I mentioned ‘electronically-available information’.
By this I mean the use of the internet – principally our website – and email as being of growing importance in communicating with members. In
May our scheduled speaker told us just a couple of days before he was due
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to speak that he was indisposed and unable to talk at the meeting. A
replacement was quickly engaged and the new speaker and his topic
was swiftly posted on our website. An e-mail message was also sent to
the approximately 90% of members with e-mail accounts. I hope that
‘e-mail buddies’ will have drawn this information to the attention of
those without e-mail so that the great majority of members knew
about the change. My appeal to you all is to keep an eye on your email ‘Inbox’ and make it a habit to look at our website fairly regularly.
By so doing we can keep you informed of ‘what’s what’!
Finally, though Spring seems to be in ‘stop-start’ mode at the moment,
let’s hope for a warm and sunny summer and a Summer Lunch on 4th
August blessed with sun and blues skies.
Peter Smith
www.faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com

Morning WORKSHOPS
Following three very successful one-off workshops, on such diverse
topics as Ukulele, Cryptic Crosswords and William Morris, I am now
looking for people to offer to do a workshop on their speciality - be it
Music, Art, or anything you like that you think other people might be
interested in.
Contact Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929 or email:
jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk.
Everyone is welcome to come to these workshops; it’s not a group as
such, you don’t need to ‘belong’. Workshops will be in someone’s
house, or at the Friends Meeting House in Lechlade Road. As always
at U3A events, there will be a cup of coffee and a bite to eat!

WORKSHOP IN JUNE
WHEN DID YOU LAST HEAR A CUCKOO?
A New Look at the Climate
Wednesday 29th June, 10.30am ‘til noon
Guest Leader: Pam de Wit
at the Friends Meeting House, Lechlade Road
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Faringdon & District U3A Committee 2015/16
Ken Bowley

Groups
Co-ordinator

01367 241 296
kenbowalker@gmail.com

Margaret Brown

Programme
Team

01367 615 385
geoffandmarn@tiscali.co.uk

Simon Coe

Secretary

Liz Cunningham

Membership
Secretary

Ricky
Cunningham

IT/Website Coordinator

01367 242 626
rickyliz.cunningham@btinternet.com

Peter Foot

Thames Valley
Rep

01367 358 394
p.foot47@gmail.com

Rita Higazi

Events and
Venue Team

01367 244 494
ritahigazi@hotmail.com

Peter Robinson

Events and
Venue Team

01367 718 566
peterrobinsonnew@aol.com

Shela Rowan

Speakers
Co-ordinator
Chairman

01367 243 636
smr280652@gmail.com
01367 241 241
pdes_smith@hotmail.com

Alison Thomson

Publicity Coordinator

01367 241 204
amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk

Nigel Wilkinson

Treasurer

Peter Smith

01367 240 744
ssjcoe@btinternet.com
01367 242 626
faringdonu3asecretary@gmail.com

01367 242 809
nwilkinson@btinternet.com

Members’ News
We welcome 17 new members.
From Faringdon: Margaret and Keith Broadberry; David Dalton; Rosemary
King; Olive Lewis; David Saunderson
From Fernham: Sue Scott
From Childrey: Pauline Higgs; Brian Lazarus
From Clanfield: Elizabeth Martin
From Highworth: Pamela Smith
From Shrivenham: David Ahern; Graham and Karen Curtis
From Stanford in the Vale: Michael Macfarlane
From Steventon: Gerard Foster
From Uffington: Steve Nowell
We were sorry to hear of the death of Patrick Zentler-Munro
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SUMMER LUNCH
Thursday 4th August at 12.00
Our Summer Lunch will be held at
19 Coxwell Road thanks to the
continuing generosity of
Steve and Jenny Braithwaite.
All members are welcome to attend.
Meat, fish and vegetarian options will be provided together with bread etc.. There will also be wine and soft
drinks available.
Those who attend are asked to contribute either a
salad or a dessert which should be ‘ready-to-serve’ in a
dish that you should take away at the end.
To assist in gauging the number of attendees, in July we will be
asking you either to go to our website and click on a link that
will take you to a simple ‘response form’ or use the link in the
e-mail we’ll be sending you. We hope that those without e-mail
might have an ‘e-mail buddy’. If this isn’t possible then telephone either Peter Robinson [01367 718 566] or Rita Higazi
[01367 244 494] to say you intend to come.
PARKING
If you plan to come by car, please
park considerately and ‘car-share’ if
possible.
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting—Thursday 10th March

“A Life in Art”
Mike Skidmore
For our March meeting we welcomed Lechlade-based local artist
Mike Skidmore for a talk entitled
“A Life in Art”. Mike often shows
his paintings locally, including in
the annual exhibitions of the Faringdon Art Society.
Mike first became aware of his
artistic talents at around the age of
12, after
his family
moved
from
Tyneside
to Yorkshire. He
found it
hard to fit
in at his
new school and started to draw at
home, unknown to his parents, as a
way of relieving the pressure. He
discovered that not only did he
enjoy drawing but that he was also
very good at it – something that
led to him being more accepted
among his fellow pupils. Mike’s
parents inherited a portrait painting
by the renowned Victorian artist
Abraham Solomon. The picture

was of a nun looking upward, exquisitely painted with porcelain
skin tones and evocative eyes. He
was fascinated by it, and so began
his journey as a portrait artist,
which continues to this day.
On leaving school and with the
support of his parents he went to
Art College. He wanted to develop
skills as a
painter in
oils but his
tutors were
much more
focused on
abstract art
and he did
not receive
the encouragement he was hoping for. He
attributed the fact that he finished
the course to having acquired some
Yorkshire grit!
His College experience battered his
self-belief. He gave up painting
and his first job was in advertising,
where he found that his drawing
skills were appreciated and relevant. He eventually set up his own
advertising agency and suddenly
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had to learn a range of skills beyond those he already had, particularly dealing with the business
side of things. He acquired a business partner and, together, they
operated very successfully for a
time in the London advertising
world. But problems led to the
collapse of this business. A second business followed eventually,
which Mike was able to sell, and
the money from this sale enabled
him to step aside from the advertising world on a fulltime basis
and undertake freelance work.
This coincided with a time when
he realised he needed to seek help
with his understanding of himself
and his mental state. A slower
pace of life enabled him to take
stock of what he felt he most
wanted to do.
During his freelance period he
was commissioned to undertake a
number of prestigious projects,
including projects for major companies and for the Government of
the day. For a while he also hosted
a weekly radio programme covering the arts and made appearances
on television.

For the last five years or so Mike
has been a very successful fulltime
artist, producing portraits and still
life work, always in oils, which
goes back to what he wanted to do
when he was at Art College. His
portraits are often commissioned,
many of them of well-known business people because of the connections he has retained from his days
in advertising in London. He also
runs a series of workshops on portrait and still life painting.
Throughout his life Mike has been
sustained by his love of art and his
ability to draw and paint, which has
evidently had a therapeutic effect
for him. Because of this he now
does some work with young people
with disabilities or emotional and
behavioural problems, offering
counselling and careers advice.
Mike brought some pictures to display but for a much more comprehensive view of his work, members
may like to look at his website:
www.mikeskidmoreonline.com.
A version of this account by Dorothy
Garrett appeared in the January edi-

tion of The Folly
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Meeting—Thursday 14th April

“What a Century !”
Martin Way
Martin Way, a local well-known
historian, kept everyone interested
when he described the history of
Carterton from the very early
Bronze Age to the present day.
We learnt that in
1906 a whole series
of black circles and
pink stones were
found in Carterton,
which was a result
of limestone being
burnt and the result
being pink stones.
The Romans also
had an influence on
the town as a small,
Roman farmstead
was found close to
the main east to
west route which is parallel to
Akeman Street.
The north south road through the
town, was very important in mediaeval times when it was the main
route for the wool merchants, taking trains of packhorses laden with
Cotswold wool from Burford and
other Cotswold towns down to
Southampton.
In about 1432 the Hungerford family owned Carterton and lived in a

mansion called Bourton Place and
the family owned most of Black
Bourton too.
Moving on in time, the estate was
sold to the Duke of Marlborough
(Blenheim) who was
buying lots of pieces
of land in the area.
However, it was sold
again in 1877 to the
Hungerford Estate at
Black Bourton. We
saw an interesting
slide showing the old
sheep wash which is
still on the edge of
Carterton.
The pattern of the present settlement dates
from 1894 when part
of the estate was sold to Homesteads Limited whose director was
William Carter. The land was divided into plots of approximately
four to six acres which were sold
for £20 an acre to individuals, with
bungalows costing from £120.
Many of the settlers were retired
soldiers and people moving from
the towns. In those days, the town
had a big problem in that Carterton
was a thriving town with every-
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thing apart from water. Most people had a water cart and went to
Shilton Pond to get water two or
three times a week. Around the
year 1904 a Mr Tompkins opened
the first shop which was a general
store and in the same week a Mr
Gallagher from Manchester arrived with a fully laden truck to
open another store just on the opposite corner! Then in 1911 the
Co-op opened in a bungalow.
We were all amused to learn that,
in 1921 when the town had a telephone box at the main crossroads,
close by was a free first aid box as
there were so many vehicle accidents there. Needless to say it is
not there now.
We heard that in 1935 things
changed a lot and construction
work started at Brize Norton and
the first squadron of trainees arrived in 1937. The first monoplane was the Harvard, a singleengine trainer/bomber which was
one of the first planes to be shot
down in the war.
Wartime saw the rapid growth of
the base. Following a raid by

German bombers which destroyed
forty-six aircraft, (thirty-five Oxfords and eleven Hawker Hurricanes) the remainder were dispersed around the town and one
hangar was where the Aldi supermarket is now.
From 1950 to 1965 the camp was
the home of the USAF and in 1958,
the B-47 deployments were
changed from 90-day temporary
deployment to 30 day- Reflex
Alerts, in which aircraft were held
in readiness (armed with nuclear
bombs) on the south side of the
airbase. Then in 1964, the USAF
decided to cease their operations
and the RAF returned in 1965 and a
large building programme was
started to make it the main air
transport base in the country.
Concorde used Brize Norton as a
practice base and many people in
the audience could recall seeing the
elegant plane in the sky.
A version of this account by Shela
Rowan appeared in the May edition
of The Folly
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Meeting—Thursday 9th May
“Raleigh-ing to the cause –the Bicycle in Wartime”
Tony Hadland
This month’s speaker provided a
fantastically interesting insight into
the history of bicycles in particular
during times of war.
Tony Hadland has lived most of his
life in Oxfordshire and Berkshire
and describes himself as being a historian who
specialises
in local,
family and
cycle history. He
certainly
provided
lots of facts
about how
the use of
bicycles
developed
during war years and kept his audience entertained by his illustrated
talk.
Tony, informed us that the first
Army style bicycle was the German
draisine dating back one hundred
and ninety- nine years to 1817 and
used for transporting messages: it is
often referred to as the hobby –
horse. We heard how Karl von Drais
patented this design and it was ini-

tially manufactured in Germany.
In 1890, Colonel Albert Pope, an
American industrialist, developed
a military carrying bike, this
meant that a large rifle or repeater
rifle could be clipped on the bike.
However, it proved difficult to
fight from a bicycle and although
bikes were
used for other
purposes in
war, horses
were used by
officers, despite the high
cost of maintaining these
animals.
We learnt that
the beginnings
of the Raleigh company were in a
back street (Raleigh Street) in Nottingham when two men set up a
small bicycle workshop. These
men began working together and
advertised their bicycles in the
local paper in 1885. However, it
was Frank Bowden, a recent convert to cycling and local lawyer,
who, on purchasing a Raleigh
‘Safety’, could see the potential
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for this form of transport and
bought into the company and then
built it up to be very profitable. Under Bowden’s guidance the company expanded rapidly and by 1913
the business was the biggest bicycle
manufacturing company in the
world making 60,000 bikes.
During WW1 the company was
very active in the manufacture of
munitions including the Gaines Relais artillery fuzes which initiate an
explosive function in a weapon.
Many of the employees in this type
of manufacturing were women and
that was not popular with the men!
Tony showed us photographs of
cycle-mounted infantry and explained how bikes were used extensively by messengers and scouts
across Europe.
The idea of an ‘Airborne bicycle’:a folding paratrooper’s Para Bike was considered in WW2 but the
idea of a paratrooper landing in
foreign territory and then cycling
away did not prove to be popular
and these were rarely used. After

the war these folding bikes were
sold for 70 shillings to interested
people.
In WW2 the Raleigh factory was
again used for the production of
fuzes and bicycle production was
reduced. The factory made over
382 million parts for the armed
forces during the war and was the
largest commercial supplier.
Tony’s talk was full of interesting
facts and figures and he told us
that the Swiss Army bike MO 05
was the longest serving military
bike used from 1905 until it was
withdrawn in 1993. Its most recognizable feature was the large
carry case fitted on its frame.
Finally, we were interested to
learn about Tony’s own cycling
interests and were told that he is
the proud owner of very many
bikes!
A version of this account by Shela
Rowan should appear in the June
edition of The Folly

Deadline for Autumn 2016 Newsletter
Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor:

Elizabeth Smith, 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon SN7 7JZ
Tel: 01367 241 241; Email: pdes_smith@hotmail.com
by Wednesday 17th August 2016
The Autumn Newsletter will cover September, October and November.
It will be posted to all members in early September.
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FARINGDON GROUPS
Ashmolean
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Astronomy
Stuart Priest
01367 240118
Blues & Roots
Sheila Donovan
01367 243363
Books
Kay Chamberlain
01367 242647
Bridge - All levels
Steve Braithwaite
01367 240929
Computing & Tablets
Ian Clarkson
01793 782836
Cryptic Crosswords
Peter Smith
01367 241241
Current Affairs
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
Embroidery
Suellen Pedley
01367 710680
Fab (Faringdon Appreciation of Berners) Janet Deane
01367 241145
Family History
Ian Clarkson
01793 782836
Folk Dancing
Val Hudspeth
01367 241035
Foreign Language Films
Robin Stewart
01367 241295
French Conversation
Françoise Stacey
01367 241813
French Intermediate & Advanced Carolyn Williams
01367 241208
Gardeners
Christina Field
01367 241265
German
Victoria Paleit
01865 821594
Golf Croquet (summer)
Steve Braithwaite
01367 240929
History
Mike Iremonger
01367 241361
History of Art
Mairead Boyce
01367 243065
Jazz
Patrick Wheare
01367 241927
Mah Jong
Carolyn Clarkson
01793 782836
Military History
Bjorn Watson
01793 782748
Music Appreciation
Beryl Cooper
01367 242908
National Trust
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
Opera
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Photography
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Poetry
Sandra Cooper
01367 243831
Quilting
Valerie Burdall
01367 240713
Quiz
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Rambling
Ken Bowley
01367 241296
Recorder Consort
Peter Smith
01367 241241
Science & Technology
Ron Colyer
01793 782363
Scrabble
Lynn Pettit/Sylvia Bowley
242019/241296
Seams like fun
Valerie Burdall
01367 240713
Spanish - Intermediate
Robin Stewart
01367 241295
Striders
Françoise Stacey
01367 241813
Strollers
Rona Bingham/Lynn Pettit
241384/242019
Sunday Lunch
Sheila Donovan/Sylvia Bowley 243363/241296
Theatre Goers
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Travel
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Ukulele
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
Wine Appreciation
Charles Garrett
01367 240680
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator
Ken Bowley Tel 01367 241 296 or email kenbowalker@gmail.com
 Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of

groups is provided on page 16.
 Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the

Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has
room for new members.
 All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but

before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups Coordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest
Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s).
 For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester

Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street.

ASHMOLEAN
The new Ashmolean Group visits the Ashmolean Museum each month to
be guided around a separate part of the collection. Each meeting, a curator
or expert gives a talk and show us the section being studied. It has now
met twice.
The meetings are on the first Thursday of the month but with no meeting
in August; meetings start with the group gathering at 11:00 am at a suitable location within the museum and will take approximately one hour.
The start time allows for group members to travel to Oxford on the
10:00am Faringdon to Oxford bus, using their bus pass.
For each visit, group members are asked to sign up for the visit and places
allocated in advance. There will be a fee of £8 per person attending which
will be required at the time of signing up for the visit – if for any reason
members are unable to attend there will be no refund as numbers will
have to be given to the museum in advance and payment will be required
by the museum for these numbers. Arrangements have been made for a
second visit each month if required to accommodate all those wishing to
attend – hence there are now sufficient places to accommodate all inter-
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ested.
The final two meetings of the 2015-2016 year will be on Thursday 2nd
June when we shall visit ‘Mesopotamia: the Cradle of Civilisation’ and
then on Thursday 7th July when we shall visit the Western Art Print
Room.
For details please contact Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon
Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net Tel: 01367 240 713)

ASTRONOMY
Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month at 7.30pm at
6 Maple Road, Faringdon.
For more information contact coordinator Stuart Priest 01367 240 118 .

BLUES & ROOTS
This group explores the Roots of the Blues and Popular Music including a
variety of music genres – from folk, country, jazz, gospel, rock ‘n’ roll and
British rhythm & blues of the 50s and 60s.
Podcasts provide themed historical context while filmed documentaries,
performances and recordings by artists whose music continues to inform
that of contemporary bands.
Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday each month at The Bell Hotel,
Faringdon at 2.30pm. Group members will be contacted by email and updates will appear on the website.
For further information or to be added to the mailing list please contact
Sheila Donovan at sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk or 01367 243 363.

BRIDGE
All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church
Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park)
from 10am to noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given below:
Intermediate (each lesson is repeated on a different date)
Mon 13th June & Wed 15th June
Mon 11th July & Wed 13th July
No lessons in August
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Experienced
Wed 22nd June
Wed 27th July
Wed 31st August
If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to
attend.
For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite
(01367 240 929 or steve.bridge1@gmail.com)
Beginners’ Bridge
Beginners – this group started from scratch almost three years ago and we
are approaching the final meetings. These will take place on the second
and fourth Tuesdays of the next couple of months: 14th & 28th June and
12th & 26th July.
Meetings take place at 25 Stallpits Road Shrivenham, starting at 10.00am.
Contact Carolyn Clarkson 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com)
for further information.

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS
We meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about a couple
of hours including a refreshment break.
The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’
or ‘The Observer Everyman’ standard. Over the year members accumulate
points to find the year’s ‘top solver’ We also look at things of interest to
‘cruciverbalists’, brought together in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued
at the meeting. Look out for a puzzle compiled by members of the group
in a forthcoming issue of Third Age Matters.
The schedule for the next few months : 24th June, 22nd July, 28th August.
If you are interested in joining, or would like to know more, contact Peter
Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

CURRENT AFFAIRS
We meet usually on the second Thursday of the month at 10.30am,
at 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon. All are welcome.
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6th June
14th July
August

This Week’s Newspaper Headlines
A Look at Chinese Education
No meeting

Contact Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929, jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk

EMBROIDERY
The numbers for the group are slowly increasing, but we are always
pleased to welcome newcomers. Novices or more experienced workers
meet for tuition and practical help with on going projects .
Following her recent tragic loss, we have now resumed our meetings at the
home of Maria Pugh at 59, Folly View Road, at 2.00pm on the second
Tuesday of the month,and we are grateful for her hospitality.
For more details contact Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680
or suellenpedley@aol.com).

FAB (FARINGDON APPRECIATION OF BERNERS)
We continue to meet in Faringdon Library on the last Thursday of the
month at 10.00 a.m. During our recent meetings we have been listening to
and having a discussion about some of Lord Berners' music. Patrick
Zentler-Munro was very knowledgeable on this subject; we would like to
record our gratitude for his valuable contributions to the FAB Group meetings. Peter Foot has researched the life of Lord Berners' father, Hugh Tyrwhitt, and gave us a very informative and lively presentation on his career
in the navy. Whilst on holiday recently (with U3A members) in Bournemouth, there in a lounge area was a reprint of the photograph of Lord
Berners painting Moti (the horse), held by Penelope Betjeman!
Please contact Janet Deane (janet.deane@talk21.com) for further information.

FAMILY HISTORY
The next meeting of the Experienced group, aimed at those who have already made significant progress with their research, will be on Friday 27th
May. We hope to have updates from members before our usual Search,
Suggest and Chat session. This will be the last meeting before a break for
the summer. We will reconvene in September, probably at a venue in Faringdon.
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The Beginners’ Group has now finished, with our last session unfortunately having to be cancelled.
I hope to call a meeting in early June for the handful of people going to the
National Archive in Kew on 16th June, travelling with the Gardening
Group – I will be in touch.
The Experienced Group meetings are held on Fridays, at 11:00 am, currently at 25 Stallpits Road, Shrivenham
Ian Clarkson (01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com).

FOLK DANCING
Our small but very friendly group just got a little larger (2 new members). If we could just persuade a few more of you to "give us a try" - that
would be marvellous.
We meet on the first Thursday of each month at the Catholic Church Hall
(entrance behind Budgens Car Park). At 2.30pm. Our next sessions will
be: Thursday 2nd June, 7th July, 1st September (no meeting in August).
Contact Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com).

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS
Wednesday 15th June
The film will be Francois Oxon's acclaimed mystery drama "Dans la maison" (2012), an unusual story with unexpected outcomes, starring Frabrice
Luchini, Ernst Umhauer and Kristin Scott Thomas. The film is in French
with English subtitles.
It will be shown at 2 for 2.15 pm at 14 The Pines, Faringdon.
There will be no meeting in August.
For more information please contact Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295.

GARDENERS
Sunday 12th June (Please note change of day)
Visit to the Old Rectory Garden, Farnborough Nr. Wantage; a 4 acre garden divided into rooms. NGS Open Day and plant sale. Entrance £5.00.
Meet at 1.15pm in the GSCP for car sharing to Farnborough.
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Thursday 23rd June
Visit to Kew Gardens. There are still places on the coach so if you are
interested in visiting Kew, please get in touch with Peter Raven on 01367
810 621 who is organising this trip.
Thursday 21st July
Visit to the Cotswold Wildlife Park and Gardens. Meet at the GSCP at
11.30am for car sharing to the Park. There is a restaurant or there is
plenty of space to have a picnic. Entrance – £10 Senior Citizens.
Thursday 18th August
Members will be welcome to visit Vivien Randall's hidden garden with a
lovely outlook. Come and see how you can create interest in a small garden at The Old Vicarage, Kings Lane, Longcot. Meet in the GSCP at
2.30pm for car sharing to Longcot.
For more information please contact Christina Field on 01367 241 265

GOLF CROQUET
Will be held on the following dates
Monday 13th June & Monday 27th June
Monday 11th July & Monday 25th July
August dates to be arranged
at Livingstone House, 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon from 2pm onwards.
No previous experience required.
If you have not played before and would like to join, then please
contact Steve & Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240 929
or email: steve.jenny@hotmail.com

HISTORY OF ART
We meet on the third Thursday of each month at 2pm in The Old Town
Hall.
On 16th June Keith Thrower will be speaking on "Pigments, Palettes &
Painters". We shall have an outing on 21st July - details will be sent to
Group members later. There will be no meeting in August.
We shall reconvene on 15th September - topic to be announced.
Contact Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065 (note new number)
or boycemairead@aol.com
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JAZZ
At our next meeting Jan Hall and Rachel Holt will entertain us with a presentation called Jazz? - which involves some audience participation. Come
and find out! That’s on Monday 13th June in the Library, Gloucester
Street, at 10.30am. Then we’ll have our usual summer break before Barry
Stacey returns for our meeting on Monday 12th September. He’s one of
our star performers whose previous meetings have covered Jazz Trumpeters and the role of the Guitar in Jazz. He’s not yet decided on his September title but it’s no secret that this is a meeting that will get us off to a
great autumn start.
Then on Monday 10th October Robin Ison’s title will be “Have you heard
of these? Lesser known but great jazz artists”. Pete Stone will be saying
“I’ll be Chuffed” on 14th November and on 12th December we’ll be having our usual Christmas Party in the Old Town Hall. Don’t forget to put all
these dates down in your diary now. They’re all star performers.
We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library,
Gloucester Street, from 10.30am to about noon. We try to cover all aspects
of jazz from the early days to the present time. If you’re interested just
turn up. There’s no need to book or ring in advance. We charge £1 a time
to cover costs (including the occasional outside speaker) and tea/coffee
and lemon drizzle cake produced superbly by Linda Leggett.
For more information ring or email Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or
patandeve@wheare.me) or Robin Ison (01865 821 154 or rrison@chemintermediates.com).

MAH JONG
We usually meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month from
2.00 – 4.00pm. We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New
members are always welcome.
Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue
st

1 June
15th June
6th July
20th July
3rd August
17th August

Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
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For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com, or
Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin@fsmail.com.

MUSIC APPRECIATION
All are welcome to our varied and user-friendly programmes - but please
contact me beforehand ( see below ) if you would like to try us .
Meetings are on the fourth Monday of the month ( beware - not always
the last ! ) at Faringdon Library, at 10.15 for 10.30, and end about 12.00.
23rd May
27th June
25th July
August

Stravinsky
Not entirely my own idea ...
Film music ??
No meeting

Reminder for those attending the concert in Oxford on Saturday 18th June the coach will leave the car park behind Faringdon Library at 6.30 p.m.
Beryl Cooper on 01367 242 908 or email beryl.cooper12@gmail.com

NATIONAL TRUST
Monday 20th June
Day Trip to Stourhead. Cost £12.50 . Coach leaves 19 Coxwell Road at
9.00am. Coach leaves Gloucester Street at 9.05am (outside the school)
Home 5-5.30pm
I hope to run a second day trip later this year. I shall try to notify everyone who has been on trips and/or holidays in the past. However, if you
have not been previously and think you might like to come with us, please
let me have your email address and I shall let you know the details in due
course.
Contact Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929, jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk

OPERA
For the last two operas of the 2015-2016 season, on Monday 6th June, the
Opera Group will revisit Puccini’s ‘Madame Butterfly’ in a production
from the Royal Opera House. The final opera of the season, on Monday
11th July we shall go back to Verdi for ‘Ernani’ from the Metropolitan

23
Opera, New York
A draft programme for the next year, 2016 – 2017 has been issued to the
Group and in due course will be added to the web site. As before it will
explore the full operatic repertoire from Monteverdi to Debussy by way of
Donizetti, Rossini, Bizet and Berlioz plus of course Mozart, Verdi and
Puccini not forgetting Wagner and Gilbert & Sullivan.
As previously, there will be three showings with a fourth arranged if required. These are:
First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon)
usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A Monthly Meeting.
Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm;
The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, Faringdon);
The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines, Faringdon) typically starting at 2:00pm finishing at approximately 5:00pm.
For details please contact Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or
anthony.burdall@burdall.net), Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or
Linda Leggett (01367 241 430).
Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Following expeditions to Oxford Natural History Museum, Vulcan
XM655 at Wellesbourne, and Bath including Prior Park, as well as a Study
Day on composition, the next meeting on 8th June will be an expedition to
the Black Country Living Museum, Dudley. The final meeting for the year
on 13th July will be a photo review and selecting ‘annual photos’.
The Photographic Group meets monthly with a mixture of photographic
expeditions followed on subsequent meetings with a review of photographs taken, discussion sessions. Regular bi-monthly assignments are
set. In addition there are repeat visits to places previously visited which
will be arranged on an ad hoc basis.
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at
2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel:
01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).
Please let Anthony know if you wish to come along.
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POETRY
This Summer in June we'll be drumming about 'Trains'
July there'll be jargon on 'Gardens'
In August when heat is frying our brains
Our group jokes jovial on 'Travel'
In September we fight on riotous 'Debacle'
Join us for larks and tumultuous sparkle
We meet on the third Monday of the month at 10.30am in Faringdon
Library: 20th June; 18th July; 15th August; 19th September.

Do find or write words for us to hear.
If you'd like to know more call Sand Cooper (01367 243 831 or
sand.co15@rocketmail.com).

QUILTING
The Patchwork & Quilting Group meets on the last Wednesday of the
month from 2pm - 4pm at 2 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY.
Beginners and long term quilters are all very welcome. We teach hand and
machine quilting.
For more information contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713

QUIZ
th

10 June

th

8 July

12th August

14th September

Why not come along to our group? It is fun! The questions vary as do the
quizmasters! But there are no prizes and no particular battles either!
Get your little grey cells working! In the Old Town Hall, Faringdon at
10am on the above Fridays.
Note for your diary – the November meeting is a week later than usual–
18th November
Contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241296 email sylkenbow@talktalk.net)

RAMBLING
All walks are scheduled for the 4th Thursday in each month.
So for the following three months the scheduled dates are:
Thursday 23rd June Thursday 28th July Thursday 25th August
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For details of each walk please see the Faringdon & District U3A Web
Site where they will be once they have been recceed. This will be as early
as possible but should not be later than one week before the date of the
walk. Please note, that the day may change.
Contact Ken Bowley (01367 241 296 or kenbowalker@gmail.com).

RECORDER CONSORT
The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
Members play instruments ranging from sopranino to bass.
We normally meet in the afternoons of the third and last Thursday of the
month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting at 2.00pm.
We will meet on:
16th & 23rd June

21st & 28th July

18th & 25th August

In addition we hope to be playing at the Summer Lunch in August when,
sadly, we will be missing our star player, Patrick Zentler– Munro.
If you are interested in joining but haven’t played for a while, we would
be happy to offer some tutoring to help you get up to speed by, for example, ‘one to one’ sessions or playing straightforward pieces in a small
group. We might even be able to lend you an instrument.
Contact Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Science and Technology Group Summer Programme
Tuesday 7th June - Talk by Matt Kelly from Dyson Research Laboratories on “Prototyping New Products at Dyson”, starting at 1430 in the Jubilee Room, The Pump House, Faringdon Market Square.
Tuesday 5th July - Visit to Ardley Energy Recovery Facility, N. Oxfordshire, starting at 1400. Further details to follow.
No meeting in August.
Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com or from the website
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SCRABBLE
We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00 - 4.00pm. New
members are very welcome and we can teach you how to play if you’re
new to the game. Do give either of us a ring to find out more about the
group.
Monday 13th June
Monday 11th July
Monday 8th August

Lynn’s (14 Spinage Close, Faringdon)
Lynn’s (as above)
Sylvia’s (53 Town End Road, Faringdon)

For further information contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296) or Lynn
Pettit (01367 242 019).

SEAMS LIKE FUN
Meetings take place from 2 to 4 pm on the first Monday of the month.
If you would like to go back to dress making or start from scratch come
and join us at 2 Fernham Road Faringdon.
For details contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713.

STRIDERS
This is a new group for those of you who would like to strike out ( ~ three
miles/hour) for a couple of hours or more.
The first walk had to be cancelled because of bad weather. The next one
will be a shorter morning walk of no more than 7 miles over the Lambourn
Downs on Monday 6th June .
Keep an eye on our website for details of the walks which will take place
on an irregular basis.
Contact Françoise Stacey b.f.stacey@outlook.com or 01367 241 813.

STROLLERS
A big thank you to Jane Archer and Pam Walsh who are each leading a
walk this quarter. If anyone else has a favourite walk they could offer to
lead in the autumn, please give Lynn a ring.
Tuesday 28th June
A 4 mile walk from Wichelstowe, nr Swindon, using canal tow paths and
the old railway line. Coffee stop at Waitrose and optional lunch at The
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Bayberry. Booking for lunch helpful but not essential. Please meet at
GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing.
Jane Archer (01793 782876)
Tuesday 26th July
A 4 mile walk from Great Coxwell including Badbury Clump and the
Great Barn (National Trust). Optional lunch afterwards in Faringdon.
Please meet at GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing.
Lynn Pettit (01367 242019)
Tuesday 23rd August
A 3 mile walk from St John’s Lock in Lechlade visiting the Round House
and Inglesham church. Returning via Shelley’s Walk. Optional light
lunch afterwards at The Trout at St John’s Lock. Please meet at GSCP at
10.00am for car sharing.
Pam Walsh (01367 244804)
New members are very welcome to join this leisurely and friendly walking
group. It is helpful if you can ring me beforehand so I have an idea of
numbers. Please wear boots and bring waterproofs and water for all
these walks.
For more information contact Lynn Pettit (01367 242 019)

SUNDAY LUNCH
Sunday 19th June
The Red Lion, Faringdon. Traditional Sunday Lunch, plated meal
12.15
Sunday 17th July
The Horse and Jockey, Stanford in the Vale 12 for 12.30. Varied
menu,and prices, also smaller portions available.
Sunday 15th August
The Barrington Arms, Shrivenham. Carvery.
12.15 (tbc)
For June/August bookings contact Sheila Donovan on 01367 243 363 or
sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk
For July booking contact Sylvia Bowley on 01367 241 296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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THEATREGOERS
SOMETHING VERY SPECIAL AND VERY ADVANCED!
“WAR HORSE” IS GALLOPING TO OXFORD!
Wednesday 3rd January 2018 (yes 2018—that is 18 months away!) but
this will be very popular. I have reserved some seats for the Matinee. The
cost is high but there will be no transport involved as we can travel by bus.
The seats are in the stalls. Based on the novel by Michael Morpurgo it is
an unforgettable theatrical event which takes audiences on an extraordinary journey from the fields of Devon to the trenches of the First World
War. At its heart are the amazing life-sized puppet horses. We need the
full payment of £52.50 by 1st September 2016 (this year!). On this occasion, as there is so much time before you will receive tickets, we will send
a receipt, by email where possible, snail mail if not, so that you have
something to hold until the time arrives.
OUR CHRISTMAS TREAT! – BRISTOL HIPPODROME
Matinee on Saturday 19th November: Billy Elliot the Musical, one of
the most beloved shows on stage today, is on tour! Set in a northern mining town, against the background of the 1984/85 miners’ strike, Billy Elliot is the inspirational story of a young boy’s struggle against the odds to
make his dream come true. Follow Billy’s journey as he stumbles out of
the boxing ring and into a ballet class where he discovers a passion for
dance that inspires his family and whole community and changes his life
forever.
Our seats are in the Upper Circle, but please be aware that there is no lift,
and if you are in any way not as nimble as you used to be, the upper circle
is steep. However, our seats are at the back so you do not have to walk
down to them. The price is £25 plus transport, so please send off the deposit (£20) and the form in this newsletter (and on the web site) as soon as
possible to Jane in Highworth. Deadline for bookings is 14th July, with
balance to follow later in July. We will probably travel by community bus.
All members are welcome to join us on any trip. Also, should you wish to
go to the venue as a tourist or shopper and not the theatre, then it would be
possible to use the coach as transport only. We do have a mailing list of
interested members, and when we book an outing anybody on that list will
receive notification, so if you do not receive such emails (or letters) and
would like to, then contact me – Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296
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or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added.
Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is Jane Horey, 01793
766 177 or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk.
Booking form on Page 31

U3KALELES
The Ukulele group is not accepting any new members at the moment
unless they are able to play already, BUT we shall be having another Beginners Workshop in the Autumn, subject to demand.
We have a couple of ‘gigs’ lined up. Come and hear us playing, and enjoy
a nice afternoon out, at the PEACE FETE on July 2nd from 2pm at the
Clock House, Coleshill and the U3A SUMMER LUNCH on August 4th.
Contact Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929, jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk

WINE APPRECIATION
We are a group for all those who enjoy wine and are interested in learning
more about it and extending the range of wines you drink. We run two
sessions a month, normally on the third and fourth Tuesdays, at 2 pm.
Meetings are held at 3 Sadlers Close, Highworth Road, Faringdon and the
sessional charge is £7.00, with 10-12 wines being guaranteed for tasting,
and sometimes more.
Topics for the next meetings are:
21st & 28th June:
Wines of Alsace
19th & 26th July:
The disloyal grape
16th & 23rd August:
The grapiest grapes – the Muscat family
th
th
20 & 27 September: Wines of Central and Eastern Europe
Please contact Charles Garrett (CharlesMGarrett@aol.com or 01367 240
680) for further details. There is more information on the website, including the programme up to December 2016 and the list of wines from two
previous sessions, to indicate the range of wines we taste.
The Group is not in a position to accept new members for the time being
but there may be places available for individual sessions. If you are interested in coming to one of these, please contact Charles Garrett at the beginning of the relevant month.
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Thames Valley Network
News
Study Days are an increasingly successful part of TVN’s contributions to
U3As in our area. Events are now filling up within days of the booking
details being released. Faringdon U3A will ensure that messages appear
on its website at the very earliest opportunity. It is highly advisable to
book online as soon as possible. Failing that, using First Class postage is
the next best option.
Study Days planned for this summer are listed below and at:
http://www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk/Events_Programme_2016.html
11th June: Practical wild life day – Hands on: moth traps being set the
previous evening; orchids etc. Bookings welcomed.
21st June: Railways Day just about full – anything to do with trains and
railways is always popular. Will focus on the men and women who
worked on railways.
15th July: Learning languages in later life. How to start a group? How
to learn a language without a tutor, etc.
4th August: William Morris at Kelmscott Manor is already full but has a
waiting list.
24th Sept: Children’s Literature Day at Oxford University Press. To include the editor of the Oxford Companion to Children’s Literature. Good
parking.
September will also have a Wildlife event Part 2, to be advised via the
TVN website.
5th October: Wine tasting at Benson.
October TVN Workshop on Groups. Esp for Group coordinators. How to
cope with waiting lists, get new groups, sustain failing ones.
23rd November: Flagship event TVN with Oxford Brookes on Robotics.
Shared with students. To be held in the main lecture theatre, there is space
for 150 students and 150 TVN U3A members - to mix. The university is
underwriting and hosting the event under the auspices of the ViceChancellor.
TVN is particularly keen to receive ideas about possible Study Days for
2017. If ideas do not get into the Diary, they will not happen. Make a bid!
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Faringdon & District Theatre Group
All cheques to be made out to :
Faringdon U3A Theatre Account
and sent to Mrs J. Horey, 73 Eastrop, Highworth, SN6 7AT.
PERFORMANCE………………………………………………
AT………………………THEATRE, ON…………………….
I REQUIRE……………….TICKETS AND AM ENCLOSING
A DEPOSIT OF £20 PER RESERVATION. BALANCE TO BE
PAID WHEN REQUESTED.
NAME………………………………………………………….
TEL.
NO………………….EMAIL…………………………………..
All correspondence where possible will be by email so if you
have an email please make sure we have it. If you don't you will
still receive the information. This form is a standard one for ALL
our theatre outings and therefore we need the information for
each performance/theatre to be separate. Therefore if you are
booking two separate outings please use two forms, with separate cheques marking the back of the cheque also. Thanks.
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Science and
Technology
Group at Air
Salvage
International,
Cirencester

Some old
fossils
photograph
some old
fossils!

