Summer 2015 Newsletter

Folly fun!
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Meetings Calendar
Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each
month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a welcome from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting
speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group
Leaders and socialise.
Thursday 11th June . (Please note change of details since previous Newsletter).
Julie-Anne Lambert is in charge of the famous John Johnson Collection
at the Bodleian Library. She takes care of over 2 million pamphlets, leaflets and single pages of paper, which document some of the ways in which
the lives of ordinary people were shaped during the 19th and 20th centuries. Her talk is called: “Pieces of the Jigsaw – History through the
John Johnson Collection….”
Thursday 9th July
“Interactive Language”. This month Hugh Granger is returning, to present a selection of the odder aspects of the English language. He aims to
get his audience involved with this talk, hence the title!
Thursday 13th August
With thanks again to the generosity of Steve and Jenny Braithwaite, there
will be a Summer Lunch in their garden at 19 Coxwell Rd commencing
at 12 noon. See Page 7 for more information.
Thursday 10th September
“The Do’s and Don’ts of Antique Collecting”. Michael Bull, who
speaks regularly to other U3As in the Thames Valley Network, will show
us some tricks of the trade. No need to be a serious collector, he says, to
enjoy his talk! Maybe some of you will bring along something to ask him
about…
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Thursday 8th October
“My Years with the Churchills”. We welcome Heather White-Smith,
who describes the time she spent working at 10 Downing Street after
graduating from Secretarial College. At the age of 17 she was given the
job of a Private Secretary to Lady Churchill. She talks of the Churchills’
family and friends, of their world-famous visitors, and of some of the
preparations for the 1953 Coronation.
Thursday 12th November
Derek Pooley, who also travels quite widely to U3As around the Thames
Valley, will tell us some of the “Things you didn’t know you didn’t
know about Time”. More detail in the Autumn Newsletter in September!
Thursday 10th December
Today "A Talk on the Wildside" from Reggie Heyworth, the current
owner and Director of the Cotswold Wildlife Park. It was Reggie's father
who took the decision to use the family mansion and surrounding parkland
for the purposes of wildlife conservation. We go behind the scenes as
Reggie tells us about the work involved in running the Park, renowned for
its rare species breeding programmes, and in caring for the animals on a
day-to-day basis.
Thursday 14th January 2016
A New Year visit from Nick Gill. We hope to hear from him about the
life and music of George Gershwin. Further details in the Autumn
Newsletter.
Thursday 11th February
Russell Cherry : an illustrated talk about The Ridgeway – Britain’s oldest road.
Thursday 10th March
Mike Skidmore, a well-known prize-winning artist, who lives locally,
will talk about “A Life in Art”. Mike teaches young artists in Colleges
and Schools of Art, has made training videos for adults, and has also appeared on TV. He often demonstrates an aspect of his work while he is
giving the talk.
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Chairman’s Message
My name is Peter Smith and, at the Annual General
Meeting in April, I had the honour of being elected
as your Chairman. For those of you who don’t know
me, here’s a photograph of me taken in December at
the Wine Appreciation Group’s Christmas Lunch. I
joined U3A when I retired in 2011, having been a
Cranfield University academic at the Defence Academy at Shrivenham
where I was involved in military aspects of civil engineering. I’ve lived in
Faringdon since 1976, am married to Elizabeth, editor of this Newsletter,
and have two daughters and two grandsons.
I’d first like to thank our outgoing Chairman, Sylvia Bowley, for making
the start of my Chairmanship so straightforward – the ‘handover’ was
seamless! I’d also like to thank those who left the Committee in April –
John Campbell, Jenny Goff and Linda Leggett – for all their hard work
and to extend a warm welcome on your behalf to new Committee
members Ricky Cunningham, Rita Higazi, Shela Rowan and Alison
Thomson.
At the meeting in May we made our first use of the Corn Exchange’s
projection facilities. We had a ‘rolling’ slide show before the talk, enjoyed
crystal clear speaker’s slides and afterwards put up some of our website
pages. Feedback about the system was very positive and we plan to use it
for future meetings. We also hope to make more use of our two portable
notice boards. One has been re-configured to display information from the
Third Age Trust and the Thames Valley Network. We are inviting our
over 40 interest groups to use at least part of the other to mount regularly
changed displays of what particular groups get up to. We hope the first
will be on show at the June meeting when our speaker will be the Bodleian
Library’s Julie-Ann Lambert on the word-renowned John Johnson
Collection of Printed Ephemera. This is a change to what was advertised
in the Spring Newsletter.
Later in June we are planning to hold a small get-together both for new
members who have joined since our Open Day last October and for Group
Leaders as thanks for all their hard work in organising their groups;
invitations are in the process of being sent out.
Thanks to the generosity of Steve and Jenny Braithwaite, there will be a
Summer Lunch on Thursday 13th August in their garden at 19 Coxwell Rd.
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In order to gauge how many might attend – the limit is about 120 - we will
be contacting you after the 9th July general meeting. There’ll be a Summer
Lunch ’response’ link on the website or you can respond to the e-mail
you’ll receive. You’ll find more details about the event on Page 7.
Finally, on Page 13 you’ll see a note from our new IT/Website
Coordinator, Ricky Cunningham, which contains useful information for
those members who are Gmail users.
Enjoy the summer!
Peter Smith
www.faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com

Members’ News
We welcome 13 new members.
From Faringdon: Beryl Atkin; Jean Lawes
From Buckland: Christopher and Kathryn Dean
From Lechlade: Michael and Catherine Garside; Stephen Gregory
From Stanford in the Vale: Colin and Pamela Mitchell; Phyllis Fletcher;
Mary Love
From Kingston Lisle: Edwina Moran
From Denchworth: Marge Crosby
We were sorry to hear of the death of Diane Blease and David Mackintosh

Deadline for Autumn 2015 Newsletter
Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor:

Elizabeth Smith, 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon SN7 7JZ
Tel: 01367 241 241; Email: pdes_smith@hotmail.com
by Wednesday 20th August 2015
The Autumn Newsletter will cover September, October and November.
It will be posted to all members in early September.
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Faringdon & District U3A Committee 2015/16
Ken Bowley

Groups
Co-ordinator

01367 241 296
kenbowalker@gmail.com

Simon Coe

Secretary and
Vice– Chairman

Liz Cunningham

Membership
Secretary

01367 242 626
rickyliz.cunningham@btinternet.com

Ricky
Cunningham

IT/Website Coordinator

01367 242 626
rickyliz.cunningham@btinternet.com

Peter Foot

Thames Valley
Rep

01367 358 394
p.foot47@gmail.com

Dorothy Garrett

Speakers
Co-ordinator

Rita Higazi

Events and
Venue Support

01367 244 494
ritahigazi@hotmail.com

Shela Rowan

Programme
Team

01367 243 636
smr280652@gmail.com

Peter Smith

Chairman

Francoise Stacey

Venue Booking
Officer

Alison Thomson

Publicity Coordinator

Nigel Wilkinson

Treasurer

01367 240 744
ssjcoe@btinternet.com

01367 240 680
dorothymgarrett@aol.com

01367 241 241
pdes_smith@hotmail.com
01367 241 813
barry.stacey@virgin.net
01367 241 204
amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk
01367 242 809
nwilkinson@btinternet.com

Keeping you informed............ With over 400 members we need to
make more use of both e-mail and our website to tell you about what is
going on in Faringdon U3A, the Thames Valley Network and U3A
nationally. Over 85% of our membership has access to e-mail and we
wonder if those who don’t have e-mail might team up with an e-mail
user—an ‘e-mail buddy’ - who will keep them posted about ’goings on’.
For example, in July we’ll be asking you to use a link either on the
website or in an e-mail you’ll receive about attendance at the Summer
Lunch. An e-mail buddy would tell you about the e-mail and be able to
use the link on your behalf.
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SUMMER LUNCH
Thursday 13th August at 12.00
Our Summer Lunch will be held at
19 Coxwell Road thanks to the continuing
generosity of Steve and Jenny Braithwaite.
All members are welcome to attend.
Meat, fish and vegetarian options will be provided together with bread etc.. There will also be wine and soft
drinks available.
Those who attend are asked to contribute either a salad
or a dessert which should be ‘ready-to-serve’ in a dish
that you should take away at the end.
To assist in gauging the number of attendees, in July we will be asking you either to go to our website and click on a link that will take
you to a simple ‘response form’ or use the link in the e-mail we’ll
be sending you. We hope that those without e-mail might have an ‘e
-mail buddy’ who can respond on their behalf (see Page 6). If this
isn’t possible then telephone either Francoise Stacey [01367 241 813]
or Rita Higazi [01367 244 494] to say you intend to come.
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting—Thursday 12th March

“The History of Polo ”
Peter Morris’s talk on “The History of Polo” had been the subject
of some debate. Only a few members present had any direct knowledge of the sport but Peter provided informative and thoughtprovoking insights into a
largely unknown
world.
His own involvement began by
chance when a
friend suggested
that he commentate at matches in
Cirencester. Several strands in his personal life and
professional experience made him
think this might work. He had
spent part of his boyhood in West
Wales, where he developed what
he called a “closet love” of horseriding. The Pembrokeshire
beaches had been somewhere to
escape to when there were disagreements with his parents about
what would be a suitable career
path for him! Radio-listening was
a major leisure activity at this time
and Peter wanted to get into

broadcasting, especially in sport.
Instead he followed a more predictable path at first, qualifying as
a Solicitor and spending 25 years
in the field of litigation. While doing his articles in London he had
played rugby for
Wasps, and had
maintained contact
with the world of
sport. Professionally,
the ability to present
and to summarise an
argument expertly
depended on his having good communication skills. So,
long before developing his particular interest in the sport of Polo, he
had spent a short time in sports
broadcasting and in media management. In 2012 he had worked
with a team providing commentary
and support for equestrian events
at the London Olympics.
One of Peter’s themes was that
although sport can be divisive, it
can also bring people together.
Around the world, polo players
come from right across the social
spectrum so that in Argentina, for
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example, it’s common to see
games being played at a very local
level by boys and young men who
turn up and simply jump on a
horse. It’s their equivalent of soccer in the park or scratch games of
cricket on a dried-out dirt square
in India and elsewhere. Undeniably, though, these days private
wealth underpins much of what
happens in the world of polo. For
some it is a “golden crampon for
social climbing”. There is still
much evidence of the influence of
old money and high birth. He
modestly spoke of his acquaintance with players like the young
Royals and also with owners such
as the Sultan of Brunei or others
who are heirs to immense fortunes. It is an expensive business
to breed and maintain good ponies
and to travel the world with them
for competitions. And top players
can be very high-maintenance!
This is an ancient sport, which
had its beginnings in Persia (now
Iran), and then spread through
India, especially in the days of the
Raj. It was taken up by the cavalry
regiments and the first documented game probably took place
in Manipur in 1859. Polo is still

played in India, after the Maharajas
turned to the breeding of lines of
polo ponies. They invested vast
sums of money but it was also a
way to display their continuing
power and influence when much
else was being taken from them by
the British. Worldwide, wherever
British influence was key, polo is
still played.
Peter talked about the equipment
needed by riders and their mounts
and said something about the rules,
highlighting the fact that the rules
of the Hurlingham Club (whose
administrative base is now in Little
Coxwell) are those that still apply.
With the help one of our members,
Peter gave a demonstration of one
of the most important rules concerning the safety of horse and
rider. He stressed that the ponies
often travel at 30 or 40 mph, so
safety is a major concern. He reminded us of how easy it is to see a
game in action. Go to Cirencester
Park, he said, and there is a good
chance of seeing and hearing him
in action as a commentator there.
A version of this account by Dorothy Garrett appeared in the April
edition of The Folly
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Meeting—Thursday 9th April

“The Oxford of Inspector Morse”
Alastair Lack
The AGM on 9 April was followed by a speaker for the first
time. We welcomed back
Alastair Lack for what proved to
be a very enjoyable and informative talk about the background to
the TV series Inspector Morse,
and the detective novels by Colin
Dexter on which it was based.
We learnt that the first Morse
novel was written
while he was on
holiday, in disgust
at the poor quality
of the novel he
was reading at the
time. The success
of the first TV
programmes led to Colin Dexter
being asked to produce more
books, until he killed off Morse
in the thirteenth of the series.
Colin Dexter is an accomplished
crossword setter and solver and
Morse is named after Sir Jeremy
Morse (former Chairman of
Lloyds Bank), a fellow crossword enthusiast. Morse’s sergeant, Lewis, on the other hand,
was named after a Mrs Lewis,
who regularly sent in the first
solution to Colin Dexter’s crosswords for The Observer.

Alastair showed us a series of pictures of different places in Oxford
and elsewhere which featured in the
series. It turns out that scenes of Oxford itself, and especially the Colleges, appear more regularly in the
successor series, Lewis, than in the
earlier Morse programmes – it took
time for the Colleges to be persuaded to allow filming on their
premises. So episodes
of Morse often used
locations elsewhere in
Oxfordshire, including Blenheim Palace,
and in neighbouring
counties.
On the other hand,
the pubs were genuine Oxford, especially The Trout at Godstow and the
Victoria Arms in Old Marston. Another important location was the
Randolph Hotel, where the cast of
Morse stayed during filming. It now
has the Morse Bar, where John
Thaw, who played Morse, and others
would drink in the evening after long
days of filming.
John Thaw had made his name in the
TV series The Sweeney, but hankered after working in the theatre
and had to be persuaded to take on
the role of Morse. His success in the
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meant that many well-known actors were very willing to appear in
the series, including Sir John Gielgud.
In Alastair’s view, Morse has become the most famous fictional
detective since Sherlock Holmes.
He shares some characteristics
with his creator, Colin Dexter, who
regularly had a cameo role in each
episode. He was able to highlight
for us some of the ways in which
the novels and the TV episodes

differed, including the conversion
of Sergeant Lewis from an older
Welshman to a younger Geordie,
and the use of pub scenes (though
Morse’s habit of expecting Lewis
to pay for the drinks was unchanged!)
A version of this account by Dorothy Garrett appeared in the May
edition of The Folly

Meeting—Thursday 14th May

“The Oregon Trail”
Roger Shaw
A good audience turned out in the
rain on May 14th to hear tales
about the early days of America’s
push westwards along the Oregon
Trail. Roger Shaw spoke first
about his own travels across the
areas originally opened up by early
migrants – across America’s Great
Plains, through the Rocky Mountains and finally to various destinations on the Pacific coast. He has
visited museums and spoken to
knowledgeable National Park
rangers and tourist guides. So he
was able to show on screen several
illustrations and maps which he
has collected from them, and to tell

us things he has heard first–hand
from experts.
The period from (roughly) 1840 to
1860 was when the eastern part of
the Oregon Trail began to be used
by travellers setting out for California. The first migrant wagon train
had actually been organised four
years before this, starting from Independence, Missouri, and had
cleared the way as far as Fort Hall.
(Roger explained that the very early
trails were laid by traders and fur
trappers, and that early forts were
originally Indian trading forts).
However by the late 1830s the U.S.
government had urgent reasons for
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encouraging people to go further
west: the East coast was overpopulated with the arrival of everincreasing numbers of Europeans,
including great numbers of Irish
fleeing the famine there; the banking system was under stress and the
economy was
weakening; Civil
War was threatening. In the
west, by contrast, there was
land, and money
to be made, especially in lead
and gold.
Roger thought that members would
probably remember some famous
cowboy films and the memorable
characters they featured, such as
Calamity Jane or Wild Bill
Hickock. We saw his pictures of
Deadwood and places like the
cemetery at Boot Hill. For his audience they probably brought back
happy memories of times spent at
the cinema or watching TV at
home. But Roger stressed the dark
side of those times. Thousands of
new Americans, from either hope
or desperation, had no choice but
to set out on this adventure into the
unknown. His statistics and the
illustrations we saw painted a picture of the dangers, the boredom,
the illness and the toll on their
physical strength endured by the

migrants. In the twenty year period
from 1840 there were 80,000
deaths, of which maybe 20,000 or
more were from cholera. Many
drowned crossing the rivers. The
journey of 2,000 to 3,000 miles
took about six months and was
done mostly on foot,
often in 90 degree
heat during the summer crossing of the
Great Plains area. The
crossing of the plains
just had to be
achieved in the hottest
part of the year if the
wagon trains were to be able to beat
the winter snows and get through
the mountain passes which lay beyond.
Roger has found during his travels
that descendants of the early settlers still speak with great pride
about this period, and of the part
their ancestors have played in shaping its history. The following website is a good source of information
for any members who missed
Roger Shaw’s talk or for anyone
who would simply like more information than he had time to give…..
www.myamericanodyssey.com/
The long, hard walk: tramping
westward on the Oregon Trail in
Nebraska
A version of this account by Dorothy Garrett will appear in the June
edition of The Folly
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A message from our IT/Website Co-ordinator
Hints on using Gmail Inbox
A bulk email was recently sent out to all Faringdon & District U3A members who have email addresses, advising them of the change of speakers at
the May & June monthly meetings. Some people have since mentioned to
me that they did not receive it. After some investigation, it was found that
this was due to the way that Gmail handles incoming mail.
At the top of your Gmail inbox, there are at least three tabs: ‘Primary’,’
Social’ and ‘Promotions’. In some cases, there could be more tabs (e.g.
’Updates’ & ‘Forums’).
So, in effect, you have three or more email inboxes. Gmail has algorithms
that decide which emails go into which tab inbox, a feature not always
popular! In the case of the recent bulk email, Gmail decided to put it into
the ‘Promotions’ tab, hence many people who often only look in their
‘Primary’ inbox never saw it. (It is possible to get rid of the ‘Promotions’
inbox by ‘hiding’ it (see Gmail help), but you may not want to do this).
So, to summarise, it may be worth remembering to look in all your Gmail
inbox tabs, so that you don’t miss any potentially important emails.
Ricky Cunningham

The March 2015 solar eclipse by John Campbell
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FARINGDON GROUPS
Astronomy
Stuart Priest
01367 240118
Blues & Roots
Sheila Donovan
01367 243363
Books
Kay Chamberlain
01367 242647
Bridge - All levels
Steve Braithwaite
01367 240929
Canasta
John Whitney
01367 243564
Cinema Goers
Pauline Waywell
01367 242354
Circle Dance
Lilly Dunkley
01367 820143
Computing & Tablets
Ian Clarkson
01793 782836
Cryptic Crosswords
Peter Smith
01367 241241
Embroidery
Suellen Pedley
01367 710680
Fab (Faringdon Appreciation of Berners) Janet Deane
01367 241145
Family History
Ian Clarkson
01793 782836
Folk Dancing
Val Hudspeth
01367 241035
Foreign Language Films
Robin Stewart
01367 241295
French Conversation
Françoise Stacey
01367 241813
French Intermediate & Advanced Carolyn Williams
01367 241208
Gardeners
Christina Field
01367 241265
German
Victoria Paleit
01865 821594
Golf Croquet (summer)
Steve Braithwaite
01367 240929
History
Mike Iremonger
01367 241361
History of Art
Mairead Boyce
01367 242494
Jazz
Patrick Wheare
01367 241927
Local History
Sue Thrower
01367 240848
Mah Jong
Carolyn Clarkson
01793 782836
Military History
Bjorn Watson
01793 782748
Music Appreciation
Beryl Cooper
01367 242908
National Trust
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
Opera
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Philosophical Quotations
Cheng Yee Lowe
01367 243070
Photography
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Poetry
Sandra Cooper
01367 243831
Quilting
Valerie Burdall
01367 240713
Quiz
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Rambling
Ken Bowley
01367 241296
Recorder Consort
Peter Smith
01367 241241
Science & Technology
Ron Colyer
01793 782363
Scrabble
Lynn Pettit/Sylvia Bowley
242019/241296
Spanish - Intermediate
Robin Stewart
01367 241295
Strollers
Rona Bingham/Lynn Pettit
241384/242019
Sunday Lunch
Sheila Donovan/Sylvia Bowley 243363/241296
Theatre Goers
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Travel
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Wine Appreciation
Charles Garrett
01367 240680
Yoga
Jane Archer
01793 782876
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator
Ken Bowley Tel 01367 241 296 or email kenbowalker@gmail.com
 Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of

groups is provided on page 14.
 Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the

Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has
room for new members.
 All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but

before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups Coordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest
Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s).
 For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester

Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street.

BLUES & ROOTS
Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday each month at The Bell Hotel,
Faringdon at 2.30pm.
Sessions marked * may be of interest to members of the JAZZ group during their summer break.
Tuesday 26th May
Change to published programme.
Originally planned for June - we will listen to 'Hoodoo Women' podcast
and watch 'All You Need Is Love: Who's that Comin' which features contributions and performance footage from Memphis Slim, Ray Charles,
Muddy Waters, Billie Holiday and BB King.
Tuesday 23rd June*
Change to published programme.
Special guest Mike Johnson will talk about his influences and music career, and play some boogie-woogie, blues and rock'n'roll piano.
Tuesday 28th July*
Programme originally advertised for May.
Film: 'All You Need Is Love: I Can Hypnotise Dis'. This episode looks at
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Ragtime music. As well as featuring rare early footage of Irving Berlin,
the programme tells the extraordinary story of Scott Joplin.
Podcast: 'Boll Weevil Blues'
Tuesday 25th August*
Film: 'All You Need Is Love: Good Times'. Nic Cohn traces the evolution
from race music, work songs/field hollers, spirituals and soul music to
rhythm & blues.
Podcast: 'Minstrel Songs in the Blues Era'. The influence of minstrelsy on
country blues performers. This programme looks back to the popular black
music some 'race' records from the twenties and thirties.
For those interested, there have been many recordings and tributes to BB
King (who died on Sunday 14 May).
Some of these can be found on http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/programmes/az/by/bb%20king/player
For further information or to be added to the mailing list please contact
Sheila Donovan at sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk or 01367 243 363.

BRIDGE
All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church
Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park)
from 10am to noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given below:
Please note that these dates are provisional. If there are changes I shall
send out an email with details, and publicise them on the website.
Intermediate (each lesson is repeated on a different date)
Mon 1st June & Wed 3rd June
Wed 1st July & Mon 6th July
Mon 10th Aug & Wed 12th Aug
Experienced
Wed 24th June

Wed 22nd July Wed 26th Aug

If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to
attend.
For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite
(01367 240 929 or steve.bridge1@gmail.com)
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Beginners’ Bridge
Improvers – we normally meet on the first and third Tuesdays of the
month: 2nd & 16th June, 7th and 21st July, 4th & 18th August.
Beginners – this group started from scratch almost a year ago. We meet,
when holidays allow, on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month: :
9th & 23rd June, 14th & 28th July and 11th & 25th August
Meetings take place at 25 Stallpits Road Shrivenham, starting at 10.00am.
If you are interested in learning how to play this fascinating game, or
would like more information, please get in touch.
Contact Carolyn Clarkson 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com)
for further information.

CIRCLE DANCE
This month we travelled to Africa, New Zealand, Israel, Greece and Scotland through our dances. Whilst experiencing these easy-to-learn dances
from around the world, we learn about the different cultures and customs.
Although we are a very enthusiastic group of Circle Dancers, we are sadly
too small in numbers. So there won't be any Circle Dance sessions for the
rest of 2015, but it's hoped that the group can start again next year with a
few more members.
Contact Lilly Sell 01367 820 143 or email lilly@newhaven4.co.uk.

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS
We meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about a couple
of hours including a refreshment break.
The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’
or ‘The Observer Everyman’ standard. We also look at things of interest to
‘cruciverbalists’, brought together in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued
at the meeting. We are pleased to report that we had a crossword compiled
by group members published the Spring 2015 issue of the U3A magazine
Third Age Matters.
The schedule for the next few months : 26th June, 24th July, 28thAugust
If you are interested in joining, or would like to know more, contact Peter
Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).
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EMBROIDERY
The group has an enthusiastic membership, but would be delighted to have
a few more members. No previous skill is required and tools and materials
are provided, so there is no need to hold back if you would like to learn
more of this most ancient of skills.
The group meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 59 Folly View
Road. Faringdon. SN7 7DQ , by kind permission of Mrs Maria Pugh.
For more details contact Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680
or suellenpedley@aol.com).

FAB (FARINGDON APPRECIATION OF BERNERS)
We continue to put together our tourist information leaflet, which now has
an agreed (by the Group) text. Designing a map for the central page, together with a local artist, is our next aim; funding is being sought to cover
this cost. We have continuing links with the Betjeman Society of Wantage and over the summer-time will be joining them in a couple of their
local outings.
We meet on the last Thursday of the month at Faringdon Library, at
10.00 a.m. (new time). However, sometimes we do need to change this
date, so please check. As always, new members warmly welcomed.
Please contact Janet Deane (janet.deane@talk21.com) for further information.

FAMILY HISTORY
The next meeting of the Experienced group, aimed at those who have already made significant progress with their research, will be on Friday 31st
July. We hope to hear from Mike Light about his recent researches. New
members are very welcome to join us. Please contact me if you want more
information.
Family History meetings are held on Fridays at 11.00am, at 25 Stallpits
Road, Shrivenham.
Ian Clarkson (01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com).

FOLK DANCING
Our small but very friendly group meets on the first Thursday of each
month at the Catholic Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car Park).
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We will meet at 2.30pm. on Thursday 4th June, 2nd July.
NO meet in August. After the summer break we meet again on 4th Sept.
Contact Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com).

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS
th

Wednesday, 10 June
The film shown will be Gilles Bourdos' French drama "Renoir" (2012),
starring Michel Bouquet, Christa Theret and Vincent Rottiers. The film
is based on the last years of Pierre-Auguste Renoir at Cagnes sur Mer
during World War 1. The film received many awards, mainly for
atmosphere and photography and is in French with English sub-titles. It
will be shown at 2 for 2.15 pm at 14 The Pines, Faringdon. For more
information please contact Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295.
There is no meeting in August.

GARDENERS
Sunday, 14th June (Please note change of day)
Visit to BROUGHTON CASTLE and GARDENS, Nr Banbury. Entrance
to Castle and Gardens £9.00 and Community Bus £7.00 - Departing from
the GSCP AT 11.15AM. Light lunch consisting of a mixed sandwich platter and salad and a soft drink £11.50 available at the Castle but Christina
must pre-book. There are a few seats still available on this trip so if you
are interested, please let Christina know.
Wednesday, 15th July
Visit to DR JENNER’S HOUSE/MUSEUM AND GARDEN and
BERKELEY CASTLE, Glos - Dr Jenner pioneered vaccination against
smallpox. Departing from Faringdon Maket Place at 9.30am. Total cost
which includes coach, entrance to Dr Jenner’s House and Garden and
Berkeley Castle and Butterfly House - £29.00 for National Trust Members
or £30 for others. This trip is OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS OF U3A and
will only take place if we can fill a 30 seater Coach. If you are a National
Trust member please remember your membership card.
Thursday,20th August
Visit to BUSCOT PARK. Buscot Park is a National Trust property so
please remember to take your membership card. Meet at the GSCP at 2pm
for car sharing to Buscot
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ADVANCE NOTICE Thursday, 15th September
Gardens.

Visit to Waterperry

For further information, contact Christina Field on 01367 241 265.

GOLF CROQUET
Will be held on the following dates (weather permitting)
Mon 1st June & Mon 15th June
Mon 6th July & Mon 20th July
Mon 3rd Aug & Mon 17th Aug
at Livingstone House, 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon
From 2pm onwards.
No previous experience required.
Steve & Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240 929

HISTORY OF ART
We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 2 pm in The Old Town
Hall.
June
"Cezanne - Impressionism and Beyond"
July
"Arts and Crafts"
August
Visit to the Ashmolean possibly.
New members welcome, contact Mairead Boyce on 01367 242 494 or
boycemairead@aol.com

JAZZ
At our next meeting on Monday 8th June Pat Wheare will be explaining
how we listened to music before gramophone records and CDs came
along. If we couldn’t find a musician ready to play for us we relied on music boxes, mechanical pianos, fairground organs, and the like. We’ll be
hearing the sounds these instruments made and learning how they came
and went in popularity.
After that we’ll take our usual summer break before returning on Monday
14th September when Robin Ison, in a talk called ‘Have You Heard of
Them?’, will look at lesser known (but great) jazz artists.
We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library,
Gloucester Street, from 10.30am to about noon. We try to cover all aspects
of jazz from the early days to the present time. If you’re interested just
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turn up. There’s no need to book or ring in advance. We charge £1 a time
to cover costs (including the occasional outside speaker) and tea/coffee
and lemon drizzle cake produced by Faringdon’s finest drizzle cake
maker, Linda Leggett.
For more information ring or email Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or
patandeve@wheare.me) or Robin Ison (01865 821 154 or rrison@chemintermediates.com).

MAH JONG
We usually meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month from
2.00 – 4.00pm. We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New
members are always welcome.
Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue
rd

3 June
17th June
1st July
15th July
5th August
19th August

Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)

For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com, or
Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin@fsmail.net.

MUSIC APPRECIATION
All meetings are on the FOURTH Monday of the month, at Faringdon
Library , at 10.15 for 10.30. Please let me know each month whether you
will or will not be attending. New members welcome - please ring me for
further details
22nd June Another Couple
27th July

Misnomers

No meeting in August . We shall meet again on 28th Sept.
Please contact Beryl Cooper on 01367 242 908 or email at
beryl.cooper12@gmail.com for more details - or offers of a programme!
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NATIONAL TRUST
nd

Monday 22 June DAY TRIP TO TYNTESFIELD
Spectacular Victorian Gothic Revival house with gardens and parkland
Cost: £15
Coach leaves 19 Coxwell Road at 8.50am
Coach leaves Gloucester Street at 9am (outside the school)
Home 5.30-6pm
We plan to arrive by 11am; timed tickets for entry to the house will be
issued on the coach, but once you are inside, you can go round at your
own speed. Booking form on Page 31.
Jenny Braithwaite steve.jenny@hotmail.com. 01367 240 929

OPERA
The final two operas of the season for the Opera Group are, on Monday
8th June, ‘Billy Budd’ by Benjamin Britten in a wonderful production
from Glyndebourne Opera and then, on Monday 10th August, ‘The Enchanted Island’ by Jeremy Sams from the Metropolitan Opera, New York.
Please note that there will not be a first showing of the Opera Group in
July due to nautical activities – the planned July meeting will be postponed to Monday 10 August.
In September we start our 10th Anniversary Season with special treats
planned.
To accommodate all who wish to attend, there will be three showings with
a fourth arranged if required. These are:
First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon)
usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A Monthly Meeting.
Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm;
The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, Faringdon);
The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines, Faringdon) typically starting at 2:00pm finishing at approximately 5:00pm.
For details please contact Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or
anthony.burdall@burdall.net), Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or
Linda Leggett (01367 241 430).
Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera.
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PHILOSOPHICAL QUOTATIONS
There will be no meetings in June, July and August.
Contact Cheng Yee Lowe (01367 243 070).

PHOTOGRAPHY
Over the past three months, the Photographic Group has undertaken photographic expeditions to the Faringdon area ‘Faringdon in spring’ and Burford for a Treasure Hunt exercise plus repeat visits to Slimbridge, Devizes
for Kennet & Avon Canal and lock staircase, the Photography Show at
NEC, the Hawke Conservancy Trust and Lacock Abbey. In addition there
have been bi-monthly assignments on ‘Winter’ and ‘Action photographs’.
The May meeting was a photo review with some 500 images resulting
from these activities.
The June meeting, on Wednesday 10th June, will be a Photographic expedition to Hidcote Gardens ‘English country garden’. The July meeting has
to be postponed to Wednesday 12th August due to maritime activities; it
will be a Photo review and selecting ‘annual photos’.
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at
2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel:
01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).
Please let Anthony know if you wish to come along.

Slimbridge
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POETRY
For June our verse is 'Nonsense'
for July we'll make vast 'Progress'
in August we'll be resting, feasting
... September 'Canals' we're hyping
We meet on the third Monday of the month at 10.30am in Faringdon Library: 15th June; 20th July; 21st September . Do bring your words along
- or those of others.
If you'd like to know more call Sand Cooper (01367 243 831 or
sand.co15@rocketmail.com).

QUIZ
th

12 June

th

10 July

14th August

11th September

Question this time: What is the chief city of Catalonia and Spain’s second
largest?
Why not come along to our group! The questions vary of course as do the
quiz masters, but are good fun! Get your little grey cells working! In the
Old Town Hall, Faringdon at 10am on the above Fridays.
(Answer is Barcelona)
Contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241296 email sylkenbow@talktalk.net)

RAMBLING
Please note that the walks listed are subject to a successful recce. My
contact details are listed below should you need them.
Thursday 25th June
Peter Petit will be leading this month’s walk. It will be a circular one of 9
miles, from Faringdon, to Shellingford, and Baulking then back to Faringdon. Please note: there will be no pubs en route so all need to bring 'a picnic' for refreshment.
Meet under the Old Town Hall at 10.00am.
Thursday 23rd July
Hopefully (I have problems with my leg at the time of writing) my walk
for this month will be a circular one of a wee bit under 8 miles, starting
from Radley up to Kennington - over to Boars Hill (for lunch) - then back
through Sunningwell and Radley Park.
Meet at GSCP for car sharing- to leave there by 10.00am.
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Thursday 27th August
Marcus Lapthorn will be the Leader of this months walk.
Take the 09.52 bus from Faringdon to Kingston Bagpuize. This is a 7 mile
circular walk taking in Fyfield, the Thames Path, Newbridge and Longworth. Pub Stop at the end.
NB: the 66 route timings are set to change as from the 31st May so check
the timetables.
Contact Ken Bowley (01367 241 296 or kenbowalker@gmail.com).

RECORDER CONSORT
The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
Members play instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows
access to a wide range of music.
We meet in the afternoons of the third and last Thursday of the month at
10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting at 2.00pm. Sessions are
of about two hours duration including a break for refreshments. Some of
us expect to be playing at the Coleshill Peace Fete on 4th July and at the
MacMillan fundraiser in All Saints Church, Faringdon on 25th July.
We will meet on:
18th & 25th June
16th & 30th July
20th & 27th August
If you are interested in joining but haven’t played for a while, we would
be happy to offer some tutoring to help you get up to speed by, for example, ‘one to one’ sessions or playing straightforward pieces in a small
group. We might even be able to lend you an instrument.
Contact Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Details of the next meetings are as follows:
2nd June - Talk on “West Mill Wind/Solar Farm” by Ron Colyer, followed by a guided visit to the site in Watchfield. The talk will concentrate
on the installations at West Mill but will also discuss recent other developments in renewal energy sources particularly appropriate to the UK. The
meeting will be in the Jubilee Room, the Pump House, Faringdon and will
start at 1430. Transport to the site in Watchfield will be in members’ cars.
7th July - Visit to The Research Laboratory for Archaeology, Oxford to be
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organised by Charles Bovington. Further details to follow.
August - No meeting.
Further details for the above meetings can be obtained by contacting Ron
Colyer: Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com or Tel: 01793 782 363

SCRABBLE
We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00 - 4.00pm. We
are a friendly and welcoming group and always pleased when new members come along. Just give us a ring, please, to let us know you are coming, as space is limited.
Monday 8th June
Monday 13th July
Monday 10th August

Sylvia’s (53 Town End Road, Faringdon)
Lynn’s (14 Spinage Close, Faringdon)
Sylvia’s (as above)

For further information contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296) or Lynn
Pettit (01367 242 019).

STROLLERS
rd

Tuesday 23 June
A 4 mile circular walk from the Rose Revived pub, taking in Northmoor
and the Thames Path. Optional pub lunch afterwards. Please meet at
GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing.
Tuesday 28th July
A 4 mile walk around Ashdown House and including part of The Ridgeway. Optional pub lunch afterwards at the Rose and Crown in Ashbury.
Please meet at GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing.
Tuesday 25th August
A circular 3 mile walk starting from Fairford and including the Cotswold
Water Park. Optional lunch afterwards at one of Fairford’s pubs or cafes.
Please meet at GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing.
For more information contact Lynn Pettit (01367 242019
New members are very welcome to join this leisurely and friendly walking group. It is helpful if you can ring me beforehand so I have an idea
of numbers. Please wear boots and bring waterproofs and water for all
these walks.
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SUNDAY LUNCH
st

Sunday 21 June
The Waggon & Horses, Southmoor. 12noon. Traditional Carvery (other
choices available)
Please note this is a change of venue. Contact Sheila Donovan by email:
sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk or call 01367 243 363
Sunday 19th July
Horse and Jockey, Stanford in the Vale. Mixed Menu and mixed prices.
Always good hence lots of visits. 12.30–ish.
Sunday 16th August
The King & Queen at Longcot. 12.30. Varied menu, including roasts, and
smaller portions if desired. Table service. Parking not easy so car share as
much as possible.
Sunday 20th September
Horse and Jockey, Stanford in the Vale. Mixed menu and prices.
12.30 or thereabouts.
Contact Sylvia on 01367 241 296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net
Please look out for the booking sheet either at a previous lunch meeting or
at the regular monthly meetings, venues subject to change! Also see web
site for latest!

THEATREGOERS
Thursday 20th August - The Mousetrap at the Oxford Playhouse at
2.30pm.This is the National Tour to celebrate 60 years, and I know a lot
have seen it, but think it is worth another go. There is only the ticket to
pay for as we will travel on the ordinary bus, with our bus passes. So on
booking send in the whole payment of £21 for the discounted ticket. Use
the form as usual and send to Jane Horey, marking the form and the
cheque for Mousetrap. Absolute deadline is July 1st.
September 2nd – Merchant of Venice at Stratford – Theatre seats sold and
booked but room on coach for day trippers if you wish!
Saturday, 9th January - matinee performance, including lunch, at The
Mill at Sonning, to see Stepping Out. Price is £42.50 plus transport. The
play is a comedy, funny and heartwarming, and has had a deservedly long
West End run. Set in a Church Hall, it tells of the triumphs and trials of a
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ladies tap dancing team, seven women and one lone male as they progress
towards a charity concert. Personality clashes abound! Deposit of £20
first, and deadline will be right up to September 31st, then final payment
will be mid November.
Please be aware that there will be some new autumn/winter bookings
soon, but it will be too late for the newsletter. So keep an eye on the web
site, which I will update regularly. If you are on the mailing list you will
be notified anyway.
All members are welcome to join us on any trip, also should you wish to
go to the venue (Cheltenham or Stratford, as a tourist or shopper and not
the theatre) then it would be possible to use the coach as transport only.
We do have a mailing list of interested members, and when we book an
outing anybody on that list will receive notification, so if you do not receive such emails (or letters) and would like to, then contact me – Sylvia
Bowley 01367 241 296 – sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added. Alternatively, if you are on the list, and no longer interested then contact me to be
removed.
Booking form on Page 30.

TRAVEL GROUP
Holiday to Northumberland is going ahead but I do have room left. If you
are interested please contact me. Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296

WINE APPRECIATION
We are a group for all of you who enjoy wine and are interested in learning more about it and extending the range of wines you drink. We run two
sessions a month, normally on the third and fourth Tuesdays, at 2 pm.,
but July is an exception this year, with no tasting sessions but a visit to a
local vineyard at the beginning of August. Meetings are held at 3 Sadlers
Close, Highworth Road, Faringdon and the sessional charge is £6.50, with
8-10 wines being tasted.
Topics for the next meetings are:
16th & 23rd June
Saturday 1st August
18th & 25th August

Wines of the USA
Visit to The Bothy Vineyard, Frilford Heath
Midweek wines: what can we get for £6
that’s worth drinking?
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15th & 22nd September Off the beaten track: Wines of southwestern France
Please contact Charles Garrett (CharlesMGarrett@aol.com or 01367 240
680 ) for further details, especially if you would be interested in joining
the Group.

Thames Valley Network
Study Days
Historic Pathways Project: A residential event is planned at Wellington
College on 19th - 20th October 2015. Follow the link on the website
www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk to the Historic Pathways blog and Calendar.

Slimbridge
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Faringdon & District Theatre Group
All cheques to be made out to :
Faringdon U3A Theatre Account
and sent to Mrs J. Horey, 73 Eastrop, Highworth, SN6 7AT.
PERFORMANCE………………………………………………
AT………………………THEATRE, ON…………………….
I REQUIRE……………….TICKETS AND AM ENCLOSING
A DEPOSIT OF £20 PER RESERVATION. BALANCE TO BE
PAID WHEN REQUESTED.
NAME………………………………………………………….
TEL.
NO………………….EMAIL…………………………………..
All correspondence where possible will be by email so if you
have an email please make sure we have it. If you don't you will
still receive the information. This form is a standard one for ALL
our theatre outings and therefore we need the information for
each performance/theatre to be separate. Therefore if you are
booking two separate outings please use two forms, with separate cheques marking the back of the cheque also. Thanks.
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FARINGDON U3A DAY TRIP TO

TYNTESFIELD
MONDAY 22nd JUNE 2015
NAME(S) ……………………………………………………...
PHONE ………………………………………………………...
Email ……………………………………………...................
Please reserve ………………places for this trip.
I (we) have / do not have membership of the National Trust
I enclose cheque for ……………………………………………
(£15pp, cheque made payable to Faringdon U3A trips account)
Please return the form, with your cheque to :
Jenny Braithwaite
19 COXWELL ROAD, FARINGDON, OXON, SN7 7EB.
Phone 01367 240929
…………………………………………………………………
NEXT OF KIN Please complete the following only if you haven’t done
already, or if the details have changed
Name …………………………………………………………………….
Relationship to you …………………………………………………….
Phone number …………………………………..………………………...
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Springtime in Faringdon

