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Meetings Calendar 

Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each 

month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a wel-

come from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting 

speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group 

Leaders and socialise.  
 

Thursday 8th September  

Paul Febvre will outline some of the most recent trends in the field of 

Satellite Technology. Paul started his career as a BT student, working at 

their research centre in Martlesham Heath (the airfield from which Doug-

las Bader flew Spitfires). He was designing and building fibre-optic and 

radio communications systems. He then joined an organisation set up to 

provide safety of life communications for sub-mariners, and, at the request 

of the UK government, he has worked on the industry side of a research 

programme relating to satellites.  

 

Thursday 20th October  

Ron Colyer now leads our own Science and Technology Group and many 

members will know him as a Lecturer at Shrivenham. The title for his talk 

today is “Living and Working in Turkey in the 1960s”.  
 

Thursday 10th November  

Roy Smart is a retired RN officer, Fleet Air Arm pilot and aviation con-

sultant. He has directed flying displays and aviation pageants, including 

some televised commemorations.  

He will talk about the life and work of aviation pioneer Percy Pilcher, who 

died tragically young in 1899 while testing one of his designs. In 2003, a 

research team at the School of Aeronautics of Cranfield University con-

cluded that Pilcher’s designs were more or less workable.  
 

Thursday 8th December  

A treat! Our speaker is Marie Noelle Barton, whose early career was in 

teaching and then in the field of promoting Science and Engineering as 

careers for girls. Today, though, she draws on her personal experience of 

living in France to talk about the French way of celebrating Christmas and 

New Year through food.  

2 
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Thursday 12th January 
This will prove to be an interesting talk, as well-known magician, Peter 

Wentworth –The Mile High Magician, entertains us all with his own 

special type of magic for our monthly meeting. 
 

Thursday 9th February 

Roger Vlitos, makes a return visit to give an illustrated talk, which will be 

of particular local interest. He will be looking at paintings by Lord Bern-

ers, which were recently discovered at Faringdon House. Several of these 

paintings are of Faringdon itself and it will be fun to identify the locations 

of some of his water-colours. 
 

Thursday 9th March 

“Brunel’s SS Great Britain: from launch to ‘re-launch’” is the title of 

Ian Caskie’s talk this month. Ian is a very popular Visitor Services volun-

teer with the SS Great Britain Trust in Bristol. He will talk about the 

ship’s remarkable story from her original design through the different 

phases of her working life. 
 

Thursday 13th April 

Bjorn Watson, a member of our U3A will talk about  "T E Lawrence - 

the man behind the myth." Lawrence was perhaps the most charismatic 

hero to emerge from the carnage of the First World War. A polymath who 

made his name as a soldier and guerrilla leader; he was a scholar, archae-

ologist, historian, Arabist, fast boat and aircraft designer. His exploits dur-

ing the Arab Revolt of the 1917 were immortalized by Peter O'Toole in 

the film "Lawrence of Arabia". But he was also an unashamed self- publi-

cist capable of the most sublime prose in his book "The Seven Pillars of 

Wisdom" .But was it history? What is truth and what is legend? That is 

the enigma! 
 

Thursday 11th May 

“George Cruikshank: the man who drew Oliver Twist” – a talk by Ian 

Keable. In this talk Ian shows how Cruikshank moved effortlessly from 

biting satirical prints to become the leading  caricaturist and book illus-

trator of his generation. 
 

Thursday 8th June 

Peter Sharpe was the principal grade 2 logistics planning officer for the 

British Army for “The Gulf War”, which is the title of his talk today. 

Initially, he developed the strategic administrative instruction for the 

ground war with the planning team at High Wycombe. 
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Chairman’s Message 
 
I’d like to start by reworking an item that appeared in the Summer 2016 

issue of Third Age Matters (TAM) written by the vice-chairman of 

Cardigan U3A who wrote something along these lines: 
 

“What would happen if there was no Faringdon and District U3A 

Committee?  There would be no monthly general meeting since no-one 

could enter the Corn Exchange because it wouldn’t have been booked or 

paid for. If you could get in, no-one would welcome you, there’d be no 

information boards and no-one would have booked or paid for a speaker. 

There’d be no PA system, projector or laptop to enhance the speaker’s 

presentation and no-one would have organised any refreshments. Outside 

of meetings, there’d be no-one to support and advise Group Leaders or 

help form new Groups. There’d be no website, no newsletter, no trips, no 

‘January Japes’ or any other social occasions. No-one would manage 

finances, so there’d be no insurance at meetings. TAM  or Sources 

wouldn’t be delivered and there’d be no financial support for Groups, no 

forward planning, no links to other U3As and no membership records. 

You’d never have heard of Faringdon and District U3A in the first place 

as no-one would have publicised our existence or activities in local 

newspapers, distributed leaflets or organised an Open Day.” 
 

When I read the original article in TAM, it set me thinking about how 

much the Committee does and, even more importantly, how well it does 

what it does. There are twelve of us who meet every couple of months. We 

each have specific roles and we just ‘get on with it’. It doesn’t occupy our 

every waking hour, but we all put in the effort to try and ensure that our 

U3A functions well. 
 

The most recent example of the Committee’s activities was, of course, the 

very successful Summer Lunch on 4th August. Working hand-in-hand with 

a number of other willing helpers, it organised, ran and (most 

importantly!) cleared up after the event. Thanks to Jenny and Steve 

Braithwaite’s continuing generosity, almost 120 members were able to 

gather in their lovely garden to enjoy an excellent selection of food and 

drink. It’s worth saying that the salmon, ham and quiches etc. were all 

bought from Faringdon suppliers – and very good they were too. The 

weather was fine, serving of food and drink was efficiently and effectively 

accomplished and, with two ‘mini-concerts’ from the Recorder Consort 

and the Ukulele Group (the latter including audience participation!) to 
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finish, the event seems to have been enjoyed by all involved. The 

Committee and helpers gained great satisfaction from a job well done. 
 

I’d just like to sow the seeds in your minds that when, as of course 

will happen on occasion, new Committee members are required, you 

might give thought to offering your services. It’s enjoyable and 

rewarding work and you do get a badge to wear! 
 

Looking ahead to the Autumn, we have some interesting speakers 

lined up on a wide range of topics. Note that the October meeting is a 

week later in the month than normal – the 20th October rather than the 

13th. We also have our annual Open Day on Tuesday 18th October 

before the October meeting. Do come along and see what’s on offer 

and, if you know someone who is contemplating joining U3A, make 

sure you encourage them to attend.  
 

Peter Smith  

www.faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com    
 

 

Morning WORKSHOPS  
 

So far this series of Workshops has had a disappointingly low take-up. 
Maybe the subjects haven’t interested you? I am always open to new 
suggestions and ideas for topics. Maybe an existing group would like 
to give the rest of us a one-off taster session? Meetings are usually 
held in a morning during the last week of the month, but we are trying 
a couple of afternoons to see if that attracts a few more people.  
 

“An Introduction to Playing the Ukulele” 

for Complete Beginners 

FRIDAY 28th OCTOBER, 2pm 

No need to have a Uke already, as we have some to borrow 
 
 
 

“Singing and Making Music for Christmas, for Fun” 

for anyone who likes singing and making music 

FRIDAY 2nd DECEMBER, 2pm 
This will be an afternoon of playing and singing carols, for singers and 

all instrument players, however rusty, of any instrument. 
 
 

It is essential to book for these meetings, which will be cancelled if not  
enough people show an interest.  

Contact Jenny Braithwaite: 01367 240929 or jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com
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Members’ News 
 

We welcome 4 new members. 
 

From Cirencester: Patrick O’Carroll 

From Fernham: Hazel Cant 

From Lechlade: Nell Baker 
From West Hanney: Alison Trowell 
 

We were sorry to hear of the death of Peter Leon 

Faringdon & District U3A Committee 2016/17 

Ken  Bowley Groups  

Co-ordinator 

01367 241 296 
kenbowalker@gmail.com 

Margaret Brown Programme 

Team 

01367 615 385 
geoffandmarn@tiscali.co.uk 

Simon Coe Secretary 01367 240 744 
ssjcoe@btinternet.com 

Liz Cunningham Membership 

Secretary 

01367 242 626 
membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Ricky  

Cunningham 

IT/Website Co-

ordinator 

01367 242 626 
 itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Peter Foot Thames Valley 

Rep  

01367 358 394 
p.foot47@gmail.com 

Rita Higazi Events and 

Venue Team 

01367 244 494 

ritahigazi@hotmail.com 

Peter Robinson Events and 

Venue Team 

01367 718 566 

peterrobinsonnew@aol.com 

Shela Rowan Speakers  

Co-ordinator 

01367 243 636 

smr280652@gmail.com 

Peter Smith Chairman 01367 241 241 
pdes_smith@hotmail.com 

Alison Thomson Publicity Co-

ordinator 

01367 241 204 

amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk 

Nigel Wilkinson Treasurer 01367 242 809 
nwilkinson@btinternet.com 

mailto:membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
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OPEN DAY 
 
  

Our annual Open Day will be held in the Corn Exchange on  
 

Tuesday 18th
 October between 10:00 and 12:00. 

 

 
The event is both to attract new members and to allow existing 

 

 members to learn something of Groups they are not familiar with 
 

 and which they might consider joining. 
 

Come along and have a browse round the many stands, chat with  
 

Group Leaders and see if anything takes your fancy. 
 

If you know someone who is contemplating joining Faringdon and  
 

District U3A, encourage them to come along to our Open Day –  
 

they’ll be made very welcome. 

 
Refreshments will be available. 

 

FREE ELECTRIC BLANKET TESTING 
 

Oxfordshire Trading Standards, Fire & Rescue and Age UK are  
organising free testing of electric blankets with the aim of making 

people safer in their homes this coming winter.  
 

Their team will be in Witney on Friday 7th October and  
 Wantage on Monday 17th October. 

 

If any Faringdon and District U3A member would like to get a  
blanket tested, but is unable to transport it to a test centre,  

it can be collected and returned later the same day. 
 

To book a safety check appointment call 01865 815 000 [option 4] 
and, if necessary, ask for the blanket to be collected.  

Alternatively email: communityengagement@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS 

Our speaker at the June meeting 

was Carol Bunyan who has 

worked in television and theatre 

for 25 years. She initially worked 

at the BBC for 12 years before 

leaving to work full time as a free-

lance writer and director. She pre-

sented us with a highly entertain-

ing talk, starting by 

telling us about how 

she started her writing 

career. This was when 

she was a small child 

and enjoyed the TV 

series called Laramie 

(1959-1963) and she 

started writing in dia-

logue form, which is 

rather unusual as most 

writers write in prose. 

She took these writ-

ings into school and her friends 

became involved in the plays, al-

though she was always Slim 

Sherman, the main character! 
 

On leaving school Carol applied to 

the BBC for a job in the ‘glorious 

days of TV’ and was interviewed 

by a very powerful lady called 

Helen Bell, who was head of Per-

sonnel. After describing all her 

experiences as a writer and her 

school courses on writing the lady 

assigned her to the engineering 

department for four years! While 

there she worked in an office and 

enjoyed her job, as she was able to 

observe people and store up the 

information for future 

writing opportunities. 

She carried on writing 

and always carried a 

script in her bag… just 

in case a producer came 

by and provided an op-

portunity for her to pre-

sent it to someone im-

portant. 
 

Later she was trans-

ferred to the drama de-

partment of the BBC, 

which Carol felt was in the golden 

age when there were lots of radio 

plays and TV dramas being pro-

duced. Carol was working as pro-

duction manager on the set of 

‘Elizabeth R’ with Glenda Jackson 

and Robert Hardy and we were 

very amused to hear about the an-

tics when she was asked to look 

Meeting—Thursday 9th June 
 

“25 years writing and directing for TV and theatre”  

Carol Bunyan 
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after Bess, the black mare, who 

wanted to become romantically 

inclined with a nearby funeral 

black pony! 
 

Being a prolific writer of plays, 

Carol took the opportunity when 

working on the programme, ‘Play 

for Today’ to leave one of her 

plays out when a producer was 

looking for material. This became 

the play ‘Sorry’, her first play to 

be performed on television; sev-

eral more followed. 
 

Further on in her career, Carol 

started working on cruise ships as 

a script and play writer and was 

away from home for several 

months and left her grown-up son 

at home. She kept us all laughing 

at the various incidents that took 

place at home during her absences 

including the flooding of the bath 

and a fire in the kitchen. Thank-

fully, all these problems were 

solved when she returned home. 
 

Whilst on the cruise ship she began 

writing her first novel and as she 

belonged to a local choir she based 

her story on a choir, as she knew 

the dynamics of a choir and there 

was scope to develop characters. 

This later became ‘The Choir Mis-

tress’ a darkly cruel and witty 

thriller which was available to buy 

after the meeting.  
 

A version of this account by Shela 

Rowan appeared in the July edition 

of The Folly 

 

HAVE YOU ANY IDEAS FOR SPEAKERS? 
 

As you can see from the Meetings Calendar, we organise our speakers 

quite far ahead and try to book a range of subjects to interest everyone. 

If you hear a really good talk and feel that the topic would interest the 

general membership do contact Shela Rowan – Speaker Co-ordinator -

with the details. 

Other talks already booked include: 
 

William Gill, Victorian Explorer and Spy – Tony Hadland 
 

The Fair Sex-Women and the GW Railway - Dr Rosa Mattheson 
 

40 Years of Catching Smugglers   - Malcolm Nelson 
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A Voyage Around Great Britain by 

the artist William Daniell (1769-

1837) was the title of this month’s 

talk by John Garvey. John ex-

plained that in 1969 when he and 

his wife were holidaying in Inver-

ness, the town of his birth, they 

went into a furniture shop. As he 

was searching 

through a 

cardboard box 

of prints 

which he 

thought were 

pretty good  

he actually 

bought two 

prints by Wil-

liam Daniell, 

that he particularly liked for £1.50. 

This started a lifelong interest in 

the works of this Georgian aqua-

tintist which has culminated in 

John writing a book on this topic. 

The book is titled ‘William 

Daniell’s – Inverness & The Mo-

ray Firth- An Artist’s Journey in 

1815’. 
 

We learnt that William Daniell 

went around the whole coast of 

Great Britain during the years 

1813 to 1823. This journey in-

volved six trips away from his  

 

home in London. John described 

how the artist travelled mostly on 

horseback, staying with friends of 

friends. He made pencil sketches of 

the scenery and landmarks of inter-

est and turned them into aquatint 

prints on his return to London. He 

produced a total of 308 prints that 

were published, 

with a text by 

Longman, in 

eight volumes 

over the period 

1814 to 1824.  
 

The aquatinting 

process is very 

challenging and 

John explained 

the process by 

showing us a chart explaining this 

delicate technique. John’s photo-

graphs of the resulting prints 

showed that each one had the 

warmth of a water colour and a 

great deal of detail.  
 

During the talk we travelled from 

Thurso around the Moray Firth 

down to Inverness viewing 

Daniell’s prints and John’s photo-

graphs. It was fascinating to com-

pare the castles in all their stark-

ness, but with the subtlety of tint, 

with the modern colour photo-

Meeting—Thursday 14th July 
 

“A Voyage around Great Britain”  
 

John Garvey 
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graphs and also thriving 19th cen-

tury areas juxtaposed with the 

present day ruins or in some in-

stances restored buildings.  
 

It was interesting to see what was 

known as Barrogill Castle and 

later the Castle of Mey in Caith-

ness, which was the former home 

of the late Queen Mother, with its 

beautiful gardens and to hear how 

she had restored what she consid-

ered to be a ‘sad looking castle’ to 

a comfortable home where she 

spent many holidays. 
 

Throughout his talk, John pro-

vided lots of information about 

the history of Caithness through 

Sutherland to the Moray Coast. The 

Picts, the Norse, the feuding clans, 

the ’45 rebellion, the genealogies of 

the main families and the Clear-

ances which all played a part in the 

country depicted by Daniell in his 

prints. 
 

To conclude, we all enjoyed John’s 

interesting and entertaining talk and 

felt that we had a glimpse of a part 

of the country often missed by holi-

day makers who follow the west of 

Scotland’s well - trodden tourist 

trail. 
  

A version of this account by Shela 

Rowan appeared in the August edi-

tion of The Folly 

Joint Winner of Photograph of the Year 
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A Message from our IT Co-ordinator 
 

This Newsletter contains as much information as possible about up-
coming events.  However, if major events or items of interest happen 
in-between newsletters, we will publicise these details on our Website 
and also sometimes send out an email to all our members who have an 
email address. 
 

We are aware of the fact that some members have not seen these 
emails – recent emails sent in July have been about the Summer Lunch 
and a new group for ‘Italian as beginners’. These emails might have 
gone into your spam box, so it is worth checking the spam box on a 
regular basis.  If you find a U3A email in your spam box, you should 
mark it as ‘not spam’ so that your email system then remembers 
this.  If you use a program such as ‘Outlook’ to read your email on your 
computer, you should also check the spam box by logging into your 
email account via your Web Browser (e.g. Internet Explorer or 
Chrome). 
 

Finally, if you have previously given us your email address and you no 
longer use it, please let us know and  we can remove it from our re-
cords. 
 

In the ‘Contacts and Membership’ section of the Faringdon & District 
U3A website, we have added some new Online forms so that we can 
keep our membership details up-to-date.  There are now three forms:  

         Membership renewal form 

         New Member Application form 

         Change of personal details form to let us know of any changes dur-
ing a membership year (e.g. address, phone number, email address). 

Deadline for Winter 2016 Newsletter 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor: 

Elizabeth Smith, 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon SN7 7JZ 

Tel: 01367 241 241; Email: pdes_smith@hotmail.com  

by Wednesday 16th November 2016 

The Winter Newsletter will cover December, January and February  

It will be posted to all members in early December 
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FARINGDON  GROUPS 

 
 

Ashmolean   Anthony Burdall  01367 240713 

Astronomy   Stuart Priest   01367 240118  

Blues & Roots   Sheila Donovan  01367 243363 

Books    Kay Chamberlain  01367 242647 

Bridge - All levels  Steve Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Cryptic Crosswords  Peter Smith   01367 241241 

Current Affairs   Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Embroidery   Suellen Pedley   01367 710680 

Fab (Faringdon Appreciation of Berners)  Janet Deane  01367 241145 

Family History   Ian Clarkson   01793 782836 

Folk Dancing   Val Hudspeth   01367 241035 

Foreign Language Films Robin Stewart   01367 241295 

French Conversation  Françoise Stacey  01367 241813 

French Intermediate & Advanced     Carolyn Williams  01367 241208 

Gardeners   Christina Field   01367 241265 

German   Victoria Paleit   01865 821594 

Golf Croquet (summer)   Steve  Braithwaite  01367 240929 

History    Mike Iremonger  01367 241361 

History of Art   Mairead Boyce   01367 243065 

Italian—Beginners  Sandra Cooper   01367 243831 

Jazz    Patrick Wheare   01367 241927 

Mah Jong   Carolyn Clarkson  01793 782836 

Military History  Bjorn Watson   01793 782748 

Music Appreciation  Beryl Cooper   01367 242908 

National Trust   Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Opera    Anthony Burdall  01367 240713 

Photography   Anthony Burdall  01367 240713 

Poetry    Sandra Cooper   01367 243831 

Quilting   Valerie Burdall   01367 240713 

Quiz    Sylvia Bowley   01367 241296 

Rambling   Ken Bowley   01367 241296 

Recorder Consort  Peter Smith   01367 241241 

Science & Technology  Ron Colyer   01793 782363  

Scrabble   Lynn Pettit/Sylvia Bowley 242019/241296 

Seams like fun   Valerie Burdall   01367 240713 

Spanish - Intermediate  Robin Stewart   01367 241295 

Striders    Françoise Stacey  01367 241813 

Strollers   Rona Bingham/Lynn Pettit 241384/242019 

Sunday Lunch    Sheila Donovan/Sylvia Bowley 243363/241296 

Theatre Goers   Sylvia Bowley   01367 241296 

Travel    Sylvia Bowley   01367 241296 

Ukulele   Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Wine Appreciation  Charles Garrett   01367 240680 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Notes for Members 
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator 

Ken Bowley Tel 01367 241 296 or email kenbowalker@gmail.com  

 Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of 

groups is provided on page 13. 

 Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the 

Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has 

room for new members.  

 All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but 

before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups Co-

ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest 

Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s). 

 For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester 

Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street. 

ASHMOLEAN  
 

The Ashmolean Group, with visits to the Ashmolean Museum each month, 

is now well established. At each meeting, a curator or expert gives a talk 

and shows us the section being studied. Arrangements are made to allow 

all who wish to join a visit to be accommodated, albeit in a second sepa-

rate visit. 
 

A programme of visits for 2016-2017 has been established and is on the 

U3A web site. Visits will cover all aspects of the Ashmolean collection 

and range from painting, Anglo Saxon history, Bronze in the Ancient 

World, English Pottery and Porcelain, Mughal Paintings, Western Art 

Paintings, Japanese Collections, Archaeology and Coins and Money. Also 

there will be (it is hoped!) a visit to the Conservation gallery and labora-

tory.  
 

The first visit of the new year will be on 1 September when we shall look 

at ‘Turners High Street and 19th century Academic Paintings’ with 

Gabriella Blakey. In October it will be ‘Alfred Jewel and Anglo Saxon 

history’ with Jude Barrett and then followed in November with consid-

eration of ‘Bronze in the Ancient World’ with Anne-Lise Faux 
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The meetings are on the first Thursday of the month but with no meeting 

in August; meetings start with the group gathering at 11:00 am at a suit-

able location within the museum and will take approximately one hour. 

The start time allows for group members to travel to Oxford on the 

10:00am Faringdon to Oxford bus, using their bus pass.  
 

For each visit, group members are asked to sign up for the visit and places 

allocated in advance. There is a fee of £8 per person attending which will 

be required at the time of signing up for the visit – if for any reason mem-

bers are unable to attend  there will be no refund as numbers will have to 

be given to the museum in advance and payment will be required by the 

museum for these numbers. Arrangements have been made for a second 

visit each month if required to accommodate all those wishing to attend – 

hence there is now sufficient places to accommodate all interested. 
 

For details please contact Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon 

Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net Tel: 01367 240 713) 

ASTRONOMY 
 

Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month at 7.30pm at            

6 Maple Road, Faringdon.  
 

For more information contact coordinator Stuart Priest 01367 240 118 . 
 

 

BLUES & ROOTS 
 

This group explores the Roots of the Blues and Popular Music including a 

variety of music genres – from folk, country, jazz, gospel, rock ‘n’ roll and 

British rhythm & blues of the 50s and 60s.  

Podcasts provide themed historical context while filmed documentaries, 

performances and recordings by artists whose music continues to inform 

that of contemporary bands. 
 

Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday each month at The Bell Hotel, 

Faringdon at 2.30pm. Group members will be contacted by email and up-

dates will appear on the website. 
 

For further information or to be added to the mailing list please contact 

Sheila Donovan at sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk or 01367 243 363. 
 

 

mailto:sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk
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BRIDGE 

All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church 

Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park) 

from 10am to noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given below: 
 

Intermediate (each lesson is repeated on a different date) 
 

 

 Mon 12th Sept & Wed 14th Sept 

 October dates tba 

 Wed 9th Nov & Mon 14th Nov 
   

Experienced  
 

 Wed 21st Sept 

 October date tba 

 Wed 23rd Nov  
 

If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to 

attend. 

For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite  

(01367 240 929 or steve.bridge1@gmail.com) 
 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
 

We meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10 Leam-

ington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about a couple 

of hours including a refreshment break. 

The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’ 

or ‘The Observer Everyman’ standard. Over the year members accumulate 

points to find the year’s ‘top solver’ We also look at things of interest to 

‘cruciverbalists’, brought together in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued 

at the meeting. Look out for a puzzle compiled by members of the group 

in a forthcoming issue of Third Age Matters. 

The schedule for the next few months : 23rd September, 28th October, 

25th  November. 

If you are interested in joining, or would like to know more, contact Peter 

Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 
 

 

We meet usually on the second Thursday of the month at 10.30am,  

at 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon. All are welcome. 

  

 8th September  The Challenge Facing Universities here and 

     abroad 

 October   No Meeting 

 10th November  A Look at French Newspapers 

 

Contact Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929, jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk  
 

EMBROIDERY 

 

The group meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 59 Folly View 

Road. Faringdon, by kind invitation of Mrs Maria Pugh, from 2.00 pm till 

4.00 pm. 

Experienced workers as well as absolute beginners are very welcome.  
 

For more details contact Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680  

or suellenpedley@aol.com). 

 

FAB (FARINGDON APPRECIATION OF BERNERS) 
 

We continue to meet in Faringdon Library on the last Thursday of the 

month at 10.00 a.m.  
 

Although very much focused on Lord Berners, we are fortunate to be able 

to combine some of our meetings with those of the Wantage Betjeman 

Society. In mid-June we joined them at Buscot Park for 'Pimms, Picnic 

and Poetry in the Park', when Roger Vlitos (Assistant Curator) gave us a 

private tour of Buscot House, followed by a lively talk on cartoons by 

John Betjeman, recently discovered in Faringdon House. Roger will be 

leading our September meeting to talk about art work of Lord Berners - 

unseen for many years - to which we have extended a welcome to the Bet-

jeman Society.  We have also been invited to the Unveiling of the bust of 

John Betjeman, in Wantage Museum in late August. Penelope and John 

Betjeman were long-standing friends with Lord Berners. We aim to have a 

Workshop on Lord Berners sometime early in 2017.  

Please contact Janet Deane (janet.deane@talk21.com) for further informa-

tion. 

mailto:jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:suellenpedley@aol.com
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FAMILY HISTORY 
 

The next meeting of the Experienced group, aimed at those who have al-

ready made significant progress with their research, will be on Friday 30th 

September. We will hopefully have updates from members before our 

usual Search, Suggest and Chat session. This will be the first meeting after 

the summer break, and we will probably be reconvening at a new venue in 

Faringdon. Please keep an eye on the website for details, but I will inform 

members of the group by email once arrangements have been finalised. 

A new Beginners group may start in November if there is sufficient inter-

est. 

Ian Clarkson (01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com). 

FOLK DANCING  
 

Our small but very friendly group is now a little larger.  If we could just 

persuade a few more of you to "give us a try" - that would be marvellous. 

We meet on the first Thursday of each month at the Catholic Church Hall 

(entrance behind Budgens Car Park). At 2.30pm. Our next sessions will 

be: Thursday 6th October, 3rd November, 1st December. 

Contact Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com). 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS 
 

Wednesday 5th  October  

The film shown will be Carlos Sorin's road-movie "Bombon, el 

Perro" (2004), starring Juan Villegas and a cast of non-professional ac-

tors.  Set in Patagonia, an unemployed mechanic sees his luck change 

when he is given a dog for helping a stranded woman on the  high-

way.  The film has the warmth, gentle humour and simplicity of other 

South American films we have watched.  It is in Spanish with English sub-

titles.  
 

It will be shown at 2 for 2.15 pm at 14 The Pines, Faringdon.  

 

For more  information please contact Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295. 

 
 

mailto:ian.clarkson@gmail.com
mailto:valhud@gmx.com
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GARDENERS  
 

Thursday 15th September 

Visit to Bourton House Garden, Bourton on the Hill, Nr Moreton in 

Marsh.   A three acre garden positively fizzing with ideas.  Entrance to 

Garden £7.00.   Teas are available in the Barn adjoining the house.    Meet 

at 1.15pm in the GSCP for car sharing to the Garden. 
 

Thursday 20th October  

Visit to Batsford Arboretum and Plant Centre. Entrance to Arboretum 

£6.95   Meet at 11.30am in the GSCP for car sharing to the Arboretum.  

Lunch is available in the Restaurant or you can take a picnic.    
 

Thursday 17th November 

Visit to Burford Garden Centre to view the Christmas Displays.   Meet at 

1.30pm for car sharing to the garden centre. 
 

For more information please contact Christina Field on 01367 241 265  
 

GOLF CROQUET 
 

Will be held on the following dates 
 

 Monday 5th Sept  & Monday 19th Sept  
  

at Livingstone House, 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon from 2pm onwards. 

No previous experience required. 
 

If you have not played before and would like to join, then please 

contact Steve & Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240 929 

or email: steve.jenny@hotmail.com 
 

HISTORY OF ART 
 

We meet on the third Thursday at 2pm in The Old Town Hall, except 

during October when we will meet on the Wednesday of that week, 

In September, our subject will be Dada, in October - Bauhaus, and in 

November Edward Hopper.   
 

Contact Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065  

or boycemairead@aol.com 
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JAZZ 
 

Our first meeting after the summer break will be on Monday 12th Septem-

ber when Barry Stacey, one of our star performers, returns to get the new 

season under way. His previous presentations have covered Jazz Trumpet-

ers and the Role of the Guitar in Jazz. He’s mulling over September’s title 

while on holiday in France. Whatever it’s called it’ll be a good show! 

On 10th October Robin Ison will be asking: ”Have you heard of these? 

Lesser known but great jazz artists.” Then on 14th November Pete Stone 

will be taking us on a musical journey in “I’ll be Chuffed” and on 12th De-

cember we’ll be having our usual Christmas Party in the Old Town Hall.  
 

 

We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library, 

Gloucester Street, from 10.30am to about noon. We try to cover all aspects 

of jazz from the early days to the present time. If you’re interested just 

turn up. There’s no need to book or ring in advance, but if you are a new-

comer let us know when you arrive. We charge £1 a time to cover costs 

(including the occasional outside speaker) and tea/coffee and superb 

lemon drizzle cake. 
 

For more information ring or email  Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or 

patandeve@wheare.me) or Robin Ison (01865 821 154 or rrison@chem-

intermediates.com). 
 

MAH JONG 

We usually meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month from 

2.00 – 4.00pm. We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New 

members are always welcome. 

 Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue 
  

 7th  September   Marlene’s (Stanford)  

 21st  September   Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)  

 5th October    Marlene’s (Stanford)  

 19th October   Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) 

 2nd November   Marlene’s (Stanford)    

 16th November    Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) 
  

For further information contact: 

Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com, or 

Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin@fsmail.com. 

mailto:patandeve@wheare.me
mailto:rrison@chem-intermediates.com
mailto:rrison@chem-intermediates.com
mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com
mailto:marlenejmartin@fsmail.com
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MUSIC APPRECIATION 
 

The group meets , as ever, at 10.15 for 10.30 in Faringdon Library on the 

fourth Monday of the month, and we welcome enquiries from U3A mem-

bers interested in joining this enthusiastic and ever wider-ranging group.  

 

26th September     South American Composers 

24th October      Anthology (please see below) 

28th November      Music and poetry 

December          No  meeting 

 

The "Anthology"  asks  members to present one item , with explanation 

of  their reason for offering it , with music + talk taking no more than 10 

minutes . This gives a chance to those who are nervous about presenting a 

whole programme , and I hope very much that they will respond ! If you 

would be prepared to do this , I would be delighted to receive your sugges-

tions as soon as possible , to give me time to sort out any duplications and 

to organise the order of play We should be able to hear eight or nine 

pieces, so don't hang back ! 

 

Beryl Cooper on 01367 242 908 or email beryl.cooper12@gmail.com  
 

NATIONAL TRUST 
 

I hope to run another day trip later this year.  I shall try to notify everyone 

who has been on trips and/or holidays in the past. However, if you have 

not been previously and think you might like to come with us, please let 

me have your email address and I shall let you know the details in due 

course.  

 

Contact Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929, jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk  
 

OPERA 
 

A new opera season is starting in September with 11 operas, covering a 

wide range of the operatic repertoire, to be explored. The full programme 

for the 2016 – 2017 season is on the web site. 
 

In addition to the usual Mozart, Verdi and Puccini, it includes operas from 

Rameau, Strauss, Rossini, Gilbert & Sullivan, Massenet, Tchaikovsky and 

lastly (but most definitely not least!) Wagner; also the programme in-

http://gmail.com
mailto:jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk
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cludes a rare very early opera by Mozart ‘Mitridate Re Di Ponto’. 
 

The first opera of the season, on Monday 12th September, is ‘Der 

Rosenkavalier’ by Richard Strauss from Opera Australia. This is followed 

in October by Verdi’s ‘Aida’ from the Royal Albert Hall and then in No-

vember, ‘Zoroastre’ by Rameau from the unique  Drottinngholm Court 

Theatre. 
 

As previously, there will be three showings with a fourth arranged if re-

quired. These are: 
 

First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon) 

usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A Monthly Meeting.   

Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm; 

The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, Far-

ingdon);  

The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines, Faring-

don) typically starting at 2:00pm finishing at approximately 5:00pm. 
 

For details please contact Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or          

anthony.burdall@burdall.net), Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or 

Linda Leggett (01367 241 430). 

Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera. 
   

PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

In July the Photographic Group reviewed photographs from recent activi-

ties and selected the Photograph of the Year in two categories of (a) im-

ages taken as part a Photographic Group activity and (b) taken elsewhere.  
 

Following the summer break,  on 14th September there will be a Photo-

graphic expedition  Milestones Museum (Basingstoke) ‘How we used to 

live’. September will also see the start of a new bi-monthly assignment 

‘Signs of Autumn’. In October there will be a Photographic expedition 

Dyrham Park ‘Nature photography - Rutting deer’ and then in November 

a photo review plus discussion on ‘The need for post processing’. 
 

The full programme for the Photography Group for 2016 – 2017  is on the 

web site. As before there is a mixture of photographic expeditions fol-

lowed on subsequent meetings with a review of photographs taken, and 

discussion sessions.  Regular bi-monthly assignments will be set.  In addi-

tion there will be repeat visits to places previously visited which will be 

mailto:anthony.burdall@burdall.net
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arranged on an ad hoc basis.  

The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 

2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel: 

01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).  

Please let Anthony know if you wish  to come along. 

 

POETRY 

We'll be reading and writing on: 
 

Energized 'Debacle' in September 

renderings on 'Tennis' in October 

In November there'll be 'Hens' -  

when we'll flourish our pens 

to write poems with zeal and stark fervour 
 

We meet on the third Monday of the month at 10.30am in Faringdon  

Library:  19th September, 17th October, 21st November. 

Words are great communicators.  

If you'd like to know more call Sand Cooper (01367 243 831 or 

sand.co15@rocketmail.com). 
 

QUILTING 
 

The Patchwork & Quilting Group meets on the last Wednesday of the 

month from 2pm - 4pm at 2 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY. 

Beginners and long term quilters are all very welcome. We teach hand and 

machine quilting. 
 

For more information contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713 
 

QUIZ 

 

     16th Sept    14th Oct    18th Nov (later date!)    9th Dec (Full Day) 
    

Why not come along to our group! It is fun! The questions vary as do the 

quizmasters!  But there are no prizes and no particular battles either! Get 

your little grey cells working. In the Old Town Hall, Faringdon at 10am 

on the above Fridays. Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241296 or 

email sylkenbow@talktalk.net 
 

The full day in December is our Christmas Special, with buffet lunch, and 

double quizzes! 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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RAMBLING 
 

All walks are scheduled for the 4th Thursday in each month. 

The dates of the next walks are  

22nd September, 27th October & 24th November. 

Details will be on the Faringdon & District U3A web site each month once 

they have been recceed. 

Contact Ken Bowley (01367 241 296 or kenbowalker@gmail.com).  

 

RECORDER CONSORT 
 

The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. 

Members play instruments ranging from sopranino to bass.  

We normally meet in the afternoons of the third and last Thursday of the 

month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting at 2.00pm.  
 

We will meet on: 

        15th & 29yh  Sept      13th & 27th Oct      17th & 24th Nov  
 

If you are interested in joining but haven’t played for a while, we would 

be happy to offer some tutoring to help you get up to speed by, for exam-

ple, ‘one to one’ sessions or playing straightforward pieces in a small 

group. We might even be able to lend you an instrument.  

Contact Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or  pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 
 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

Science and Technology Group Autumn Programme 
 

Tuesday 6th September - Talk entitled “ Towards 5th Generation Mobile 

Communications” by Richard Ormondroyd - former Professor in Commu-

nications and Wireless Networks at Cranfield University. 
 

October - Coach trip to the Science Museum, London - date to be con-

firmed 
 

Tuesday 1st November - Talk on “Public-key Cryptogaphy - History and 

Development” by Professor Emeritus Peter Hill at Cranfield University. 
 

 

Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363  

Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com  or from the website 
 

mailto:kenbowalker@gmail.com
mailto:roncolyersandt@gmail.com
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SCRABBLE 
 

We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00 - 4.00pm. New 

members are very welcome and we can teach you how to play if you’re 

new to the game. Do give either of us a ring to find out more about the 

group. 
 

Monday 12th Sept   Lynn’s (14 Spinage Close, Faringdon) 

Monday 10th Oct   Sylvia’s (53 Town End Road, Faringdon) 

Monday 14th Nov    Lynn’s (as above) 

For further information contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296) or Lynn 

Pettit (01367 242 019). 

SEAMS LIKE FUN 
 

Meetings take place from 2 to 4 pm on the first Monday of the month.                                                                                                                                                                                         

If you would like to go back to dress making or start from scratch come 

and join us at 2 Fernham Road Faringdon.  
 

For details contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713.   
 

STRIDERS 
 

Join us for a  three-hour morning walk on Friday 9th September and 

Wednesday 21st September. There will be further walks in the Autumn 

which will be advertised on the website in due course. 

Contact Françoise Stacey  b.f.stacey@outlook.com    or  01367 241 813.   
 

STROLLERS 

Tuesday 27th September 

 A 4 mile walk around the interesting village of Letcombe Regis and its 

surrounding countryside. Route to depend on group but any hills will be 

taken slowly, with plenty of stops to admire the view.  We will walk round 

part of Richmond Village retirement complex.  Coffee on arrival, lunch at 

the Greyhound.  Please meet at GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing. 

Please let me know if you are coming and if you want lunch. 

Jane Archer (01793 782876) 
 

Tuesday 25th October 
 

A 4 mile circular walk from Clanfield with optional pub lunch after. 

Please meet at GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing. 

Lynn Pettit (01367 242019) 

mailto:b.f.stacey@outlook.com
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Tuesday 22nd November 
 

A 4 mile circular walk from Uffington via Woolstone with optional pub 

lunch after. Please meet at GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing. 
 

 

New members are very welcome to join this leisurely and friendly walking 

group.  It is helpful if you can ring me beforehand so I have an idea of 

numbers.  Please wear boots and bring waterproofs and water for all 

these walks. 
 

For more information contact Lynn Pettit (01367 242 019) 
 

SUNDAY LUNCH 
 

Sunday 18th September  
The Bell, Faringdon. Carvery 12.15 

Sunday 16th October 

The Old Crown, Faringdon. Carvery 12.15 

Sunday 20th November 

NEW VENUE - The Village Inn at Liddington near the G.Western round-

about on A419. It looks very promising, mainly a carvery but some service 

too. If you cannot get there easily please contact me or join together with a 

car driver. Prices and portion sizes vary. Time reserved is 1pm, but it only 

takes 15 minutes to drive there, so gather from 12.30 onwards. 
 

 

For September and October bookings contact Sheila Donovan on 01367 

243 363 or sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk  

For November booking contact Sylvia Bowley on 01367 241 296 or 

sylkenbow@talktalk.net 
 

THEATREGOERS 
 

 

KEEP CHECKING THE WEBSITE – IT’S REGULARLY UPDATED 

Two completely new bookings! 
 

Wednesday 11th January  Matinee at the New Theatre, Oxford: THE 

COMMITMENTS, the musical - a fantastic feel good celebration of 

soul! Cheer up in January with over 20 soul classics performed live on 

stage including Night Train; I heard it through the Grapevine; River Deep 

Mountain High and more.  We will travel by 66 bus. Cost is £33.50 so 

please send this total payment with the form to the address on the form by 

15th November. 

mailto:sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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And for you Opera Fans - 
 

Saturday 11th February in Bristol : AIDA – An Ellen Kent production 
A tragic story of war, jealousy and revenge traditionally staged featuring a 

magnificent black stallion, temple dance, and the triumphal march with 

glittering gold and fire performers. This is an evening performance so we 

will travel by Community Bus. Again we require total payment, so please 

send £40 per ticket to the address on the form. The deadline for this book-

ing is 15th October.  
 

All members are welcome to join us on any trip. Also, should you wish to 

go to the venue as a tourist or shopper and not the theatre, then it would be 

possible to use the coach as transport only. We do have a mailing list of 

interested members, and when we book an outing anybody on that list will 

receive notification, so if you do not receive such emails (or letters) and 

would like to, then contact Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296   

or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added.  
 

Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is Jane Horey, 01793 

766 177  or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk. 
 

Booking form on Page 31 
 

TRAVEL GROUP 
 

See page 29 for details of new holiday. Booking form on page 30.   
 

U3KALELES 
 

See page 5 for details of Beginners workshop.. 
 

WINE APPRECIATION 
 

We are a group for all those who enjoy wine and are interested in learning 

more about it and extending the range of wines you drink. We run two 

sessions a month, normally on the third and fourth Tuesdays, at 2 pm. 

Meetings are held at 3 Sadlers Close, Highworth Road, Faringdon and the 

sessional charge is £7.00, with 10-12 wines being guaranteed for tasting, 

and sometimes more. 
 

Topics for the next meetings are:    

20th & 27th September:   Wines of Central and Eastern Europe  

18th & 25th October:        The (almost) A-Z of Italian grapes varieties – 

     Part 3 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
mailto:janehorey@hotmail.co.uk
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15th & 22nd November:    A Celebration - Part 2 

13th December:   Christmas Lunch 
 

 

Please contact Charles Garrett (CharlesMGarrett@aol.com or 01367 240 

680) for further details.  
 

The Group is not in a position to accept new members for the time being 

but there may be places available for individual sessions. If you are inter-

ested in coming to one of these, please contact Charles Garrett at the be-

ginning of the relevant month. 

Thames Valley Network  
News 

At the recent meeting of the U3A Thames Valley 

Network, it was proudly announced that, nationally, there are now U3As 

across the land!  This might fall short of the glories of the reigns of Eliza-

beth I and II, victories of Trafalgar and Waterloo, or the breakthroughs of 

finding penicillin or developing the www.  But it is a significant waypoint, 

marking the organisational consequence of decisions by millions of people 

to make a gentle commitment to their own education, skills and enthusi-

asms.  We are reminded again that membership is not restricted to the 

‘retired’ or ‘over fifty’ but exists to serve the mainly educational, collec-

tive self-help and -funded activities that members wish to pursue. 

A prime part of that for the TVN group of U3As has been, once again, the 

study days - they have proved their worth.  Kelmscott, the English Civil 

War, Railway History and Learning Languages When No Longer in the 

Prime of Youth were all very successful.   
 

Still to come in 2016 are: 
 

24th September: Children’s Literature at OUP Oxford 

5th October: Wine Tasting at Benson Parish Hall 

23rd November: Robotics in the Future at Oxford Brookes 
 

For those interested in running a U3A group, there is a special session on 

21st October (Benson Parish Hall).   All are on the website or can be ac-

cessed by asking Peter Foot on 01367 358 394 or p.foot47@gmail.com.   
 

Further information is always available on www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk. 
 

Faringdon U3A members will be pleased to know that the Third Age Trust  

is currently planning to reorganise and restructure. Who knows - there will 

certainly be even more U3As to encourage their memberships: TVN looks 

forward to being of service to us into 2017. 

mailto:CharlesMGarrett@aol.com
mailto:p.foot47@gmail.com
http://www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk/
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Faringdon & District Theatre Group 
 

All cheques to be made out to : 
 

Faringdon U3A Theatre Account 

 

and sent to Mrs J. Horey, 73 Eastrop, Highworth, SN6 7AT. 
 

PERFORMANCE……………………………………………… 
 

AT………………………THEATRE, ON……………………. 
 

I REQUIRE……………….TICKETS and am enclosing 
 

 £...................  [ = the cost of ticket x number required.] 
 

Don’t forget to mark back of cheque with performance. 
 
 

NAME…………………………………………………………. 

TEL.  

NO………………….EMAIL………………………………….. 
 

All correspondence where possible will be by email so if you 

have an email please make sure we have it. If you don't you will 

still receive the information. This form is a standard one for ALL 

our theatre outings and therefore we need the information for 

each performance/theatre to be separate. Therefore if you are 

booking two separate outings please use two forms, with sepa-

rate cheques marking the back of the cheque also. Thanks. 
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Vulcan XM655 

at Welles-

bourne  

Prior Park, Bath 

Science and 

Technology 

Group at  

Energy  

Recovery  

Facility,  

Ardley 


