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Meetings Calendar
Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each
month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a welcome from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting
speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group
Leaders and socialise.
Thursday 8th December
A treat! Our speaker is Marie Noelle Barton, whose early career was in
teaching and then in the field of promoting Science and Engineering as
careers for girls. Today, though, she draws on her personal experience of
living in France to talk about the French way of celebrating Christmas and
New Year through food.
Thursday 12th January
This will prove to be an interesting talk, as well-known magician, Peter
Wentworth –The Mile High Magician, entertains us all with his own
special type of magic for our monthly meeting. It will be preceded by our
January Japes lunch. See pages 14 and 15 for details and booking form.
Thursday 9th February
Roger Vlitos makes a return visit to give an illustrated talk which will be
of particular local interest. He will be looking at paintings by Lord Berners, which were recently discovered at Faringdon House. Several of these
paintings are of Faringdon itself and it will be fun to identify the locations
of some of his water-colours.
Thursday 9th March
“Brunel’s SS Great Britain: from launch to ‘re-launch’” is the title of
Ian Caskie’s talk this month. Ian is a very popular Visitor Services volunteer with the SS Great Britain Trust in Bristol. He will talk about the
ship’s remarkable story from her original design through the different
phases of her working life.
Thursday 13th April
Bjorn Watson, a member of our U3A, will talk about "T E Lawrence the man behind the myth." Lawrence was perhaps the most charismatic
hero to emerge from the carnage of the First World War. A polymath who
made his name as a soldier and guerrilla leader; he was a scholar, archaeologist, historian, Arabist, fast boat and aircraft designer.
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His exploits during the Arab Revolt of 1917 were immortalized by Peter
O'Toole in the film "Lawrence of Arabia". But he was also an unashamed
self-publicist capable of the most sublime prose in his book "The Seven
Pillars of Wisdom". But was it history? What is truth and what is legend?
That is the enigma!
Thursday 11th May
“George Cruikshank: the man who drew Oliver Twist” – a talk by Ian
Keable. In this talk Ian shows how Cruikshank moved effortlessly from
biting satirical prints to become the leading caricaturist and book illustrator of his generation.
Thursday 8th June
Peter Sharpe was the principal grade 2 logistics planning officer for the
British Army for “The Gulf War”, which is the title of his talk today.
Initially, he developed the strategic administrative instruction for the
ground war with the planning team at High Wycombe.
Thursday 13th July
By popular demand, Tony Hadland is making a very welcome return
visit to Faringdon and this time his talk is entitled, “William Gill - Victorian Explorer and Spy”. William Gill was an officer in the Royal Engineers who, surprisingly, inherited a huge fortune and became a selffinanced explorer and intelligence officer. For this travels in China and
Tibet he was awarded the gold medal of the Royal Geographical Society.
Tony Hadland, who is William Gill’s great, great nephew, tells the fascinating story of this courageous Victorian character.
August Summer Lunch—date to be confirmed
Thursday 14th September
With the interesting title, “The Fair Sex- Women and the Great Western Railway” this month’s talk is given by local author Dr Rosa Mattheson. Dr Matheson is a well-known railway historian who has published a
book on this topic. The Great Western Railway struggled with what was
called ‘the women’s question’ for many years. It had heartily agreed with
The Railway Sheet and Official Gazette that ‘the first aim of women’s
existence is marriage, that accomplished, the next is ordering the home’.
Yet women were the cheapest form of labour and this presented a dilemma for the company.
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Chairman’s Message
It’s hard to believe that a year has elapsed since my Winter 2015
Chairman’s Message which started with Thomas Hood’s poem about
November. Frankly I’m not a great one for winter and I see through my
study window that the heavens are about to open, so to help me lighten up
a little, here’s something silly from Spike Milligan’s ‘Silly Verse for
Kids’ [Puffin Books 1973] about rain:
“There are holes in the sky
Where the rain gets in
But they're ever so small
That's why the rain is thin.”
I hope this raises a smile, but if you need something more, then there are
several things both to look back on with pleasure and that are coming
shortly that should put you in a cheerful frame of mind.
We had a successful Annual Open Day on 18th October in the Corn
Exchange with many of our Groups displaying what they do including the
recently-formed Italian Group and the new Striders Group. This year the
Faringdon Town Crier’s stentorian tones weren’t available, but we had a
more than adequate substitute in Peter Robinson giving a first outing to
our new portable microphone, amplifier and speaker system; I reckon he
could have been heard as far away as Great Coxwell! It was clear that a lot
of our visitors had made a special trip to the Corn Exchange to see what
was on offer and our Membership Secretary tells me that we now have
490 members. Thanks to everyone who helped to make the morning a
success.
There have been interesting talks this Autumn: Paul Febvre’s hi-tech
presentation on the hi-tech subject of Satellites, Faringdon U3A member
Ron Colyer’s fascinating talk about his experiences of living and working
in Turkey in the 1960s and Roy Smart’s beautifully-crafted presentation –
almost like a documentary film – on aviation pioneer Percy Pilcher.
Members who regularly attend our monthly Corn Exchange meetings
might be interested to know that, when you read this, two extra
loudspeakers should have been installed at the rear of the hall together
with a ‘hearing loop’ and enhanced computer connections.
In December, to set you up for Christmas and the New Year, we have a
talk about the food the French eat to celebrate at this time of the year.
Then we have two treats on offer in the New Year. As last year we’re
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having another ‘January Japes’ when we aim to dispel any post-holiday
blues. On 12th January Sadlers will be serving a two-course lunch (with an
accompanying drink) followed by tea or coffee. There are 90 places
available, so if you wish to come, reply early. You’ll find all the details on
Pages 14 and 15. The lunch will be followed by Peter Wentworth – The
Mile High Magician. Peter’s presentation is, of course, open to all
members, not just those who have lunched.
A bit of business now - it’s Subscription Renewal time! But there’s even
good news about this – we’ve again been able to hold the subscription cost
at last year’s level. There is a Subscription Renewal form enclosed in this
Newsletter, but we hope that those who do internet banking will use our
on-line facility. Just fill in the on-line renewal form on the ‘Contacts &
Membership’ page of our website and click ‘Submit’. Then log onto your
bank and pay Faringdon U3A the appropriate sum – details of sort code
and account number etc. are all on the form & website. When we’ve
received your money, we will send you an email acknowledgement. It’s as
easy as that – do use the electronic way if you can.
A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
to all members of Faringdon and District U3A!
Peter Smith
www.faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com .

Members’ News
We welcome 23 new members.
From Faringdon: Don & Sue Cain; John Cook; Richard Fernley; Lyn
Fogden; Dee Furneaux; Keith Henderson; Val Hughes; Larry Martindale;
Carole Tappenden
From Bampton: Dennis & Jane Walker
From Clanfield: Vivien Gabell
From Goosey: Victoria Whitworth
From Great Coxwell: John Poole
From Highworth: Rosemary Jackson; Elaine Salmon
From Kingston Lisle: Linda Aldridge
From Shrivenham: Frank & Pam Mullin; Ray Neve
From Southmoor: Colin Sparrow
From Stanford in the Vale: Jenny Walker

6
Faringdon & District U3A Committee 2016/17
Ken Bowley

Groups
Co-ordinator

01367 241 296
kenbowalker@gmail.com

Margaret Brown

Programme
Team

01367 615 385
geoffandmarn@tiscali.co.uk

Simon Coe

Secretary

Liz Cunningham

Membership
Secretary

01367 240 744
ssjcoe@btinternet.com
01367 242 626
membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk

Ricky
Cunningham

IT/Website Coordinator

01367 242 626
itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk

Peter Foot

Thames Valley
Rep

Rita Higazi

Events and
Venue Team

01367 244 494
ritahigazi@hotmail.com

Peter Robinson

Events and
Venue Team

01367 718 566
peterrobinsonnew@aol.com

Shela Rowan

Speakers
Co-ordinator

01367 243 636
smr280652@gmail.com

Peter Smith

Chairman

Alison Thomson

Publicity Coordinator

Nigel Wilkinson

Treasurer

01367 358 394
p.foot47@gmail.com

01367 241 241
pdes_smith@hotmail.com
01367 241 204
amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk
01367 242 809
nwilkinson@btinternet.com

Deadline for Spring 2017 Newsletter
Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor:

Elizabeth Smith, 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon SN7 7JZ
Tel: 01367 241 241; Email: pdes_smith@hotmail.com
by Wednesday 15th February 2017
The Spring Newsletter will cover March, April and May
It will be posted to all members in early March
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WORKSHOPS
FRIDAY 2ND DECEMBER
MAKING MUSIC FOR CHRISTMAS
A chance to come and play your instrument and/or sing a few
Christmas carols, religious and secular.
This is just for our enjoyment, not to give a performance.

2pm at the Friends Meeting House, Lechlade Road.
(If you come by car, park in Gloucester Street Car park, and retrace your
steps back along Gloucester Street, keeping on the same side of the road,
until you come to the Meeting House on your right)

Enquiries: Jenny on 01367 240929

THURSDAY 26th JANUARY 10am
in the Barber Rooms (behind All Saints Church)

LORD BERNERS
presented by the Faringdon Appreciation of Berners Group
Suggested donation of £1 to cover costs

Basingstoke Milestones Museum
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting—Thursday 8th September

“Satellite Technology”
Paul Febvre
On Thursday 8th September we
welcomed Paul Febvre to our
meeting. Paul began his career
working for BT at their research
centre in Martlesham Heath (the
airfield from which Douglas Bader
flew Spitfires). There he was designing and building fibre-optic
and radio communications systems. He then
joined an organisation set up to
provide safety of
life communications for submariners, and, at
the request of the
UK government, he has worked on
the industry side of a research programme relating to satellites.
Paul introduced us to the Satellite
Catapult – the Harwell based organisation set up to drive innovation in satellite technology. His
talk began with a look at what he
described as the “Three Waves of
Innovation”.
The Dark Ages. In 1962 following US President John F Ken-

nedy’s speech, the First Space
Age came into being. By 1964 INTELSAT had been developed as an
International Telecommunications
Satellite Organisation to provide
international broadcasting services.
By 2011 it was one of the world’s
largest fleet of commercial satellites. By 1978
NAVSTAR had
been developed.
This was an
American navigation satellite Global Positioning System (GPS)
to provide allweather, roundthe-clock navigation capabilities
for military ground, sea and air
forces. Since its implementation
GPS has also become an integral
asset in numerous civilian applications round the globe including
recreational use [e.g. boating and
hiking] and also in corporate vehicle fleet tracking. By 1979 INMARSAT a maritime satellite had
been developed so that ships could
remain in contact even in the re-
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motest areas of the world and call
for help if needed.
The Second Space Age. Paul
described the innovations that
were taking place in the 1980s,
referring to it as the Second Space
Age. Technology had not really
been updated for over a century –
Morse Code, developed by Samuel Morse in 1836 was still being
used until the development of the
Panther system which had a massive impact in speeding up communications and meant there was
now no need for radio operators.
The radio station at Portishead
which had provided worldwide
maritime communications and
long-range aeronautical communications since 1927 closed in 2000.
The Third Space Age. By 2004
commercial space flights were
putting loads of approximately 6
tons into orbit. Since then numerous satellites now orbit the Earth
in what is now described as the
New Space Age.
Paul posed the question “What are
they good for?” He went on to
describe how satellite technology
impacts on our everyday lives. He
explained how technology can be
used to monitor the sea bed, protect fishing as part of the Blue
Economy and listen to signals
transmitted by ships. He outlined
how farming methods can be improved by reducing the risk of

crop failure and so increase crop
yield. Diseases will be more easily
identifiable and the effects of the
weather more predictable. The environment will be able to be monitored more closely and geological
surveys carried out. Precision mining and advancement in automation
will be a benefit to industry.
The Future – how could satellites
be used? Paul suggested some
very interest and thought-provoking
ideas for ways that our lives could
be supported in the future. Many
experimental projects are being
developed to speed up our lives – in
the time it takes to commute to
work, communication in fractions
of a second, emergency communications which will save lives by
getting people in accidents to hospital much more quickly, the control of pollution, precision farming,
monitoring plant health and harvesting.
To conclude, we all enjoyed Paul’s
fascinating insight into satellite
technology. It made us all think
about what has happened over the
last 50 years and what might happen in the near future and we are
most grateful to Paul for coming to
share his knowledge and experience with us.
A version of this account by Margaret Brown appeared in the October edition of The Folly.
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Meeting—Thursday 20th October

“Living and Working in Turkey in the 1960s”
Ron Colyer
A large audience was enthralled to
hear one of our own members provide an illustrated and highly entertaining talk about his time spent
working in Turkey over fifty years
ago. Ron Colyer had just completed his university qualifications
and was looking for a job. He had
enjoyed travelling in Europe but
wanted to travel further afield, so
when he was
offered a
lecturing job
at a new university in
Turkey he
jumped at
the opportunity.
It is important to mention that the
first government of the Turkish
Republic was formed in 1923 from
the revolutionary group led by
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, who
launched a programme of social
and political reform to modernise
Turkey. These reforms included
the emancipation of women, the
abolition of all Islamic institutions
and the introduction of Western
legal codes, dress, calendar and

alphabet, replacing the Arabic
script with the Latin one. By 1963,
when Ron’s story began, the Westernisation of Turkey was well underway, though relatively few people in Europe knew very much
about Turkey.
As Ron described his journey of
2500 miles by car and then ferry,
we began to understand just how
different life
there was then
to how it is
now. Ron arrived at Istanbul where, in
those days,
there were no
bridges across
the Bosphorus
only a good
many ferries.
Today there are three modern
bridges and a tunnel and the population has increased from two million to twenty million over the past
fifty years. We were interested to
hear about the ‘dolmus’ – a shared
taxi that anyone could pile into for
a journey through the city.
Initially, Ron found that very few
people spoke English and he had to
conduct conversations in French.
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However, he attended lessons in
Turkish and quite quickly became
fluent in this very different and
quite difficult language. The
Turkish alphabet has twenty-eight
letters [but no q, w or x] and several characters have two forms.
Also the grammar is quite different to English grammar. Ron
found that, having learnt Latin at
school helped him.
Though Turkey was becoming
westernised, there was still some
way to go when it came to things
we take for granted in the west.
Ron spoke of the ‘shop’ set up by
British expats where little
‘luxuries’ like soft toilet paper
could be purchased.
The university where Ron worked
is in Ankara, the present capital of
Turkey, which is inland and about
250 miles from Istanbul. It is a
city that was known in Roman
times as Angora which we associate with the soft down of the Angora rabbit and mohair which
comes from the Angora goat.
When Ron arrived the university
was still very much under
contruction and what was to be
Ron’s office was some way off
being ready. Ron described how,
despite his misgivings, buildings
were finished on time and he was
then able to start equipping his
laboratories. By the time Ron left
Turkey the university occupied an

impressive landscaped campus.
As this was happening, Ankara itself was growing. The new city has
spread outwards towards the hills
which are now covered with
houses. Building such houses was
effected rapidly because Turkish
law says that if you start to build a
house and can get a roof on before
night falls then you can stay there:
these house are called ‘night dwellings’. Ankara is also the home of
the national state orchestra, opera
and the theatre as music in many
forms is very popular in Turkey.
It was not all work for Ron in Ankara. Quite soon after he arrived he
decided that he should explore the
countryside and we heard about one
of his early excursions. After driving from Ankara he came upon a
lake with sailing boats. As sailing
was one of his major interests he
stopped and spoke to the locals
who were very welcoming and encouraged him to join the sailing
club. When winter came Ron was
surprised and delighted to find he
was able to indulge another of his
passions - skiing on the hills round
Ankara!
It was clear that Ron had an enjoyable and fulfilling professional and
social life during six years living
and working in Turkey.
Prepared by Shela Rowan
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Meeting—Thursday 10th November

“Another Icarus: The Rise And Fall of Percy Pilcher”
Roy Smart
As the music from ‘Come fly with
me’ filled the Corn Exchange, Roy
Smart, retired naval officer and
Fleet Air Arm pilot, began his dramatic tale of aviation pioneer
Percy Sinclair Pilcher by taking us
to Crete. He explained that Daedalus, a brilliant engineer and Icarus,
his wayward son, incurred the
wrath of Cretan King Minos and
were incarcerated in a
tower in the
labyrinth
which they
had built to
imprison the
minotaur.
They tried
to escape
from the
island by
making wings out of wax and
feathers. Daedalus warned Icarus
not to fly close to the sun or to the
sea, but Icarus soared too high into
the sky, the feathers flew off as the
wax began to melt and he fell into
the sea and died.
Roy quickly moved his story forward to 16th January 1867 when
Percy Pilcher was born in Bath.

Percy grew up in Germany, was
orphaned at the age of ten, served
in the Royal Navy from the age of
thirteen for seven years before
becoming an apprentice shipbuilder in Glasgow and later an
assistant lecturer at Glasgow University.
Percy was clever, resourceful and
had a good knowledge of scientific
principles
but his passion was to
fly. In pursuit of this
interest,
Percy met
Otto Lilienthal, the
leading expert in gliding, in Germany. At this time,
Percy Pilcher still lived in Glasgow and had his sister, Ella living
with him. She was a very accomplished seamstress who helped
with the sewing for the wings of
his planes. We heard how Percy
built The Bat, a glider which he
flew for the first time in 1895.
He experimented further with glid-
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ers, his early ones being built at
Stanford Hall in Leicestershire. He
based his designs on the wings of
birds and he would fly for up to
three hundred yards, controlling his
flight by shifting his body thereby
adjusting the machine’s centre of
gravity. The flying speed of some
of these gliders was quite fast and,
on touch-down, the pilot could be
dragged along the ground for some
distance. The Hawk was Pilcher’s
fourth glider and he took out a patent on this design in 1896. He developed a friendship with Lilienthal who had a purpose-built hill in
Germany where Pilcher tested his
early machines.
Pilcher set his sights on powered
flight and developed a tri-plane to
be powered by a 4hp engine. However, its construction put him heavily into debt and his sister commented that her brother would have
been able to go ahead much faster
if he had more money. To try and
remedy this problem, Percy together with two friends who also
had good practical engineering
skills, formed a company to build
engines and prototype cars which
was to become very successful.
On 30th September 1899, Percy
intended to demonstrate his powered tri-plane to a group of onlookers and potential sponsors in a field
near Stanford Hall. However, a few
days before, the engine crankshaft
had broken and, so as not to disap-

point his guests, he decided to fly
The Hawk instead. The weather was
very wet and The Hawk’s fabric
became saturated; nevertheless
Percy decided to fly. Not long after
taking off, The Hawk’s tail snapped
and Pilcher fell 10 metres to the
ground and, two days, later died
from his injuries.
A stone monument to him with the
inscription ‘Another Icarus’ stands
in a field near to the point where he
crashed and a full size replica of
The Hawk glider is displayed at
Stanford Hall.
It is interesting to speculate how
Pilcher might have developed his
ideas for powered flight had he
lived.
A version of this account by Shela
Rowan will appear in the December
edition of The Folly.
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January Japes Menu
Thursday 12th January
at 12.15 for a 12.30 start
in the Corn Exchange
1. Beef and Mustard Hash’n’Mash
2. Spiced Lamb Tagine on Cous Cous
3. Pan Fried Fillet of Salmon with Courgette Vermicelli on Dill
Potatoes
4. Caramelised Pointed Peppers stuffed with Herb and Garlic
Mascarpone (V)
A Lemon Tart
B Creme Brulee
C Hazelnut and Chocolate Bread and Butter Pudding
D Dutch Cheeses with Brood and Chutney
Glass of Wine/Sparkling Water
Coffee/Tea
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U3A JANUARY JAPES
in the CORN EXCHANGE
Thursday 12th January at 12.15 for a 12.30 start,
followed by (should you wish to stay)
Peter Wentworth—The Mile High Magician
Cost: £15 per person for a two- course meal with a drink,
+ tea/ coffee
Please:
Write your choice of meal in the box below, for each person you
are booking for, using a letter and a number from the menu
opposite. Cut the box out and send it with your cheque payable
to Faringdon & District U3A Main Account to:
Rita Higazi : 4 Tollington Court, Faringdon SN7 7LD
( 01367 244 494)
Enclose a stamped addressed envelope for the return of your
ticket(s), or collect at the meeting on Thursday 8th December.
N.B. we can only cater for 90 guests, so book early please.
Name ……………………………………………….
Email address :……………………………………
Tel : ……………………………
Person 1 Main meal: (1-4)_____ Dessert: (A- D)_____
Person 2 Main meal: (1-4)_____Dessert: (A- D)_____
Person 3 Main meal: (1-4)_____Dessert: (A- D)_____
Person 4 Main meal: (1-4)_____Dessert: (A- D)_____
I enclose payment for £ …………… by cheque / cash
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Memories
of summer!

Basingstoke Milestones
Museum
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FARINGDON GROUPS
Ashmolean
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Astronomy
Stuart Priest
01367 240118
Blues & Roots
Sheila Donovan
01367 243363
Books
Kay Chamberlain
01367 242647
Bridge - All levels
Steve Braithwaite
01367 240929
Cryptic Crosswords
Peter Smith
01367 241241
Current Affairs
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
Embroidery
Suellen Pedley
01367 710680
Fab (Faringdon Appreciation of Berners) Janet Deane
01367 241145
Family History
Ian Clarkson
01793 782836
Folk Dancing
Val Hudspeth
01367 241035
Foreign Language Films
Robin Stewart
01367 241295
French Conversation
Françoise Stacey
01367 241813
French Intermediate & Advanced Carolyn Williams
01367 241208
Gardeners
Christina Field
01367 241265
German
Victoria Paleit
01865 821594
Golf Croquet (summer)
Steve Braithwaite
01367 240929
History
Mike Iremonger
01367 241361
History of Art
Mairead Boyce
01367 243065
Italian—Beginners
Sandra Cooper
01367 243831
Jazz
Patrick Wheare
01367 241927
Mah Jong
Carolyn Clarkson
01793 782836
Military History
Bjorn Watson
01793 782748
Music Appreciation
Beryl Cooper
01367 242908
National Trust
New leader needed
Opera
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Photography
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Poetry
Sandra Cooper
01367 243831
Quilting
Valerie Burdall
01367 240713
Quiz
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Ramblers
Kay Chamberlain
01367 242647
Recorder Consort
Peter Smith
01367 241241
Science & Technology
Ron Colyer
01793 782363
Scrabble
Lynn Pettit/Sylvia Bowley
242019/241296
Seams like fun
Valerie Burdall
01367 240713
Spanish - Intermediate
Robin Stewart
01367 241295
Striders
Françoise Stacey
01367 241813
Strollers
Rona Bingham/Lynn Pettit
241384/242019
Sunday Lunch
Sheila Donovan/Sylvia Bowley 243363/241296
Theatre Goers
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Travel
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Ukulele
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
Wine Appreciation
New leader needed
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator
Ken Bowley Tel 01367 241 296 or email kenbowalker@gmail.com
 Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of

groups is provided on page 13.
 Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the

Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has
room for new members.
 All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but

before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups Coordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest
Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s).
 For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester

Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street.

ASHMOLEAN
The Group continues to explore the Ashmolean Museum collections with
guided visits each month. At each meeting, a curator or expert gives a talk
and shows us the section being studied. Arrangements are made to allow
all who wish to join a visit to be accommodated, albeit in a second separate visit.
On 1st December we shall consider ‘Musical Instruments’ followed on
5th January by ‘English Pottery and porcelain’ and then on 2nd February ‘Mughal Paintings’.
The meetings are on the first Thursday of the month; meetings start with
the group gathering at 11:00 am at a suitable location within the museum
and will take approximately one hour. The start time allows for group
members to travel to Oxford on the 10:00am Faringdon to Oxford bus,
using their bus pass.
For each visit, group members are asked to sign up for the visit and places
allocated in advance. There is a fee of £8 per person attending which will
be required at the time of signing up for the visit – if for any reason mem-
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bers are unable to attend there will be no refund as numbers will have to
be given to the museum in advance and payment will be required by the
museum for these numbers. Arrangements have been made for a second
visit each month if required to accommodate all those wishing to attend –
hence there are now sufficient places to accommodate all interested.
For details please contact Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon
Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net Tel: 01367 240 713)

ASTRONOMY
There are no longer monthly meetings but up-to-date information can be
found in the monthly Astronomy Newsletter posted on our website.
For more information contact coordinator Stuart Priest 01367 240 118 .

BLUES & ROOTS
This group explores the Roots of the Blues and Popular Music including a
variety of music genres – from folk, country, jazz, gospel, rock ‘n’ roll and
British rhythm & blues of the 50s and 60s.
Podcasts provide themed historical context while filmed documentaries,
performances and recordings by artists whose music continues to inform
that of contemporary bands.
Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday each month at The Bell Hotel,
Faringdon at 2.30pm. Group members will be contacted by email and updates will appear on the website. There will be no meeting in December.
For further information or to be added to the mailing list please contact
Sheila Donovan at sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk or 01367 243 363.

BRIDGE
All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church
Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park)
from 10am to noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given below:
Intermediate (each lesson is repeated on a different date)
Mon 9th Jan & Wed 11th Jan
Wed 8th Feb & Mon 13th Feb
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Experienced
Wed 25th Jan
Wed 22nd Feb
There are no lessons in December, only the Christmas Party, details of
which have already been circulated.
If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to
attend.
For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite
(01367 240 929 or steve.bridge1@gmail.com)

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS
We meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about a couple
of hours including a refreshment break.
The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’
or ‘The Observer Everyman’ standard. Over the year members accumulate
points to find the year’s ‘top solver’ We also look at things of interest to
‘cruciverbalists’, brought together in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued
at the meeting. A puzzle compiled by members of the group was published
in the Autumn issue of Third Age Matters.
The schedule for the next few months : 27th January, 24th February. (No
meeting in December)
If you are interested in joining, or would like to know more, contact Peter
Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

CURRENT AFFAIRS
We meet usually on the second Thursday of the month at 10.30am,
at 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon. All are welcome.
8th December
Can we beat this?
A survey has revealed that one in five adults thinks George Osborne is the
current chancellor. To find out how much we know about people and
events in the news, we're doing a quiz. Questions from Dorothy.
12th January

Nelson Mandela’s Wardrobe

Contact Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929, jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk
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EMBROIDERY
The group meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 59 Folly View
Road. Faringdon, by kind invitation of Mrs Maria Pugh, from 2.00 pm till
4.00 pm.
Anyone interested in this most ancient of art forms is very welcome, be
they absolute beginners or more experienced workers.
For more details contact Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680
or suellenpedley@aol.com).

FAB (FARINGDON APPRECIATION OF BERNERS)
We continue to meet in Faringdon Library on the last Thursday of the
month at 10.00 a.m.
We are holding a Workshop on Lord Berners on 26th January. See page 7
for details.
Please contact Janet Deane (janet.deane@talk21.com) for further information.

FAMILY HISTORY
The Experienced group is aimed at those who have already made significant progress with their research. We will hopefully have updates from
members before our usual Search, Suggest and Chat session in the New
Year when we will continue to meet on the last Friday of alternate months
– 27th January and 31st March. Until further notice we will continue to
meet at 25 Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, starting at 11:00am. If you are interested in joining this lively group please get in touch.
Regrettably a lack of demand means that, for the first time in eight years,
the beginners course will not run this winter.
Ian Clarkson (01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com).

FOLK DANCING
Our small but very friendly group is now a little larger. If we could just
persuade a few more of you to "give us a try" - that would be marvellous.
We meet on the first Thursday of each month at the Catholic Church Hall
(entrance behind Budgens Car Park). At 2.30pm. Our next sessions will
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be: Thursday 1st December, 5th January, 2nd February , 2nd March.
Contact Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com).

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS
Wednesday 7th December
The film shown will be Philippe Falardeau's French-Canadian film
"Monsieur Lazhar" (2011) starring Mohamed Feliag as a primary school
teacher in Montreal who takes over in unusual circumstances. It was
nominated for an Oscar for the Best Foreign Language Film. It is in
French with English subtitles.
Wednesday 8th February
The film shown will be Cate Shortland's "Lore" (2012), a GermanAustralian film based on Rachel Seiffert's novel "The Dark Room" set in
Germany in 1945 at the end of World War 2 and starring Saskia Rosendahl. This film also won a bronze award for Outstanding Feature Film at
the German Film Awards. The film is in German with English subtitles.
The films will be shown at 2 for 2.15 pm at 14 The Pines, Faringdon.
For more information please contact Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295.

GARDENERS
Thursday 15th December
Meet other members of the Group to wish them the compliments of the
Season at a Christmas style tea party with a few party games and a quiz
commencing at 2.30pm in The Jubilee Room in the Pump House, Faringdon. Please bring a little refreshment to share. There will a small charge to
cover the cost of the hire of the room.
Thursday 19th January
Planning meeting where we decide what events to plan for the coming
year, followed by one of our quizzes. Please bring a little refreshment to
share. Venue: The Jubilee Room in the Pump House: Time: 2.30pm.
Please bring a little refreshment to share. There will be a small charge to
cover the cost of the hire of the room.
Thursday 16th February
Details of meeting and venue will be decided at the January Meeting
For more information please contact Christina Field on 01367 241 265
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HISTORY OF ART
We meet on the third Thursday at 2pm in The Old Town Hall.
In December we will have our Christmas social with a DVD on the Book
of Kells -" The Work of Angels?" In January it will be the work of
Charles Rennie Mackintosh - "A Modern Man" and in February we will
be exploring Surrealism.
So, an interesting 3 months, you are very welcome to join us.
Contact Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065
or boycemairead@aol.com

ITALIAN AS BEGINNERS
We are a fairly new self-run group of people getting together to learn Italian. We still consider ourselves to be beginners and tread carefully into the
realms of language.
Depending on numbers each week, we either meet in The Old Town Hall,
Faringdon, or in each others' homes.
If you would like to join us for a relaxed yet focussed look at Italian, contact Sand Cooper on 01367 243 831 or sand.co15@rocketmail.com

JAZZ
At our November meeting Pete Stone was saying “I’ll be Chuffed” as he
took us on a whistle-stop musical tour.
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On 12th December we’ll be having our usual Christmas Party in the Old
Town Hall.
We begin the New Year on 9th January when David Day will be telling us
about Billie Strayhorn, Duke Ellington’s legendary arranger, and on 13th
February Peter Robinson will be our speaker. His title – You Ain’t Heard
Nothin’ Yet, unusual sounds and sights of jazz around the world.
We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library,
Gloucester Street, from 10.30am to about noon. We try to cover all aspects
of jazz from the early days to the present time. If you’re interested just
turn up. There’s no need to book or ring in advance. We charge £1 a time
to cover costs (including the occasional outside speaker) and tea/coffee
and lemon drizzle cake produced by Linda Leggett, Faringdon’s finest
lemon drizzle cake maker.
For more information ring or email Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or
patandeve@wheare.me) or Robin Ison (01865 821 154 or rrison@chemintermediates.com).

MAH JONG
We usually meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month from
2.00 – 4.00pm. We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New
members are always welcome.
Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue
th

7 December
21st December
4th January
18th January
1st February
15th February

Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)

For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com, or
Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin@fsmail.com.

MILITARY HISTORY
The Military History Group meets on the first Thursday of the month and
we consider an eclectic range of topics. 1916 was a momentous year in the
course of the First World War. We marked the centenary this year with a
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talk on the Battle of the Somme and we plan to round off the year with a
talk on perhaps the most important battle of the whole conflict – the Battle
of Jutland.
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 1st December at 10.30 am on
"The Battle of Jutland” The meeting will take place at Walnut Tree Cottage, 9A Stainswick Lane, Shrivenham SN6 8DU.
We will follow this on Thursday 5th January with a talk on “The Invasion of Sicily” and on Thursday 2nd February “The Italian Campaign”.
You are very welcome to join us. For more information, please contact
Bjorn Watson at bjornwatson@btinternet.com or on 01793 782 748.

MUSIC APPRECIATION
The group meets, as ever, at 10.15 for 10.30 in Faringdon Library on the
fourth Monday of the month, and we welcome enquiries from U3A members interested in joining this enthusiastic and ever wider-ranging group.
Christmas Party with music and refreshments on Monday 12th December
(NOT the 4th Monday ) in the Barber Rooms (behind All Saints Church ,
Faringdon), 11.00 for 11.30
Spring 2017 programme still to be arranged
Beryl Cooper on 01367 242 908 or email beryl.cooper12@gmail.com

NATIONAL TRUST
I have decided to retire from organising National Trust day trips and holidays. We have visited most of the NT properties that are a suitable distance for a day trip, and there is now a Holiday Group as well. If anyone
would like to take over, please contact Groups Coordinator Ken Bowley.

Thank you all for your support over many years, and for your appreciation, written and spoken. Jenny

OPERA
Exploration of the operatic repertoire continues. With the festive season
approaching, operas will have a suitable Christmas or festive content. On
12th December the opera will be Puccini’s ‘La Boheme’ from the Royal
Opera House – a story of love against a background of Christmas. Then,
on 9th January the comic goings-on of Gilbert & Sullivan’s ‘Pirates of
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Penzance’ from English National Opera. Finally on 13th February a fairy
story with Massenet’s ‘Cedrillon’ from the Royal Opera House – the Cinderella story.
As previously, there will be three showings with a fourth arranged if required. These are:
First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon)
usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A Monthly Meeting.
Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm;
The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, Faringdon);
The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines, Faringdon) typically starting at 2:00pm finishing at approximately 5:00pm.
For details please contact Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or
anthony.burdall@burdall.net), Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or
Linda Leggett (01367 241 430).
Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera.

PHOTOGRAPHY
For November we enjoyed a photo review of images from both expeditions to Milestones Museum (Basingstoke) ‘How we used to live’ and
Dyrham Park ‘Nature photography - Rutting deer’ plus the results of two
bi-monthly assignments Holiday activities and Signs of Autumn. Some of
the resulting images are shown in this Newsletter (How many depends
upon the editor!)
The next meeting of the Photographic Group, on 14th December, will be a
Photographic Expedition to Gloucester Cathedral and Docks. In addition
there is a Victorian Market; hence not only a Christmas outing but a
chance for a variety of subjects – and no doubt enjoy festive refreshment.
On 11th January there will be a talk ‘Looking critically at images’ in addition to launching a new bi-monthly assignment ‘Street people’. Then on
8th February it will be a Photographic Expedition to the Heritage Motor
Centre, Gaydon for ‘Old cars’.
The full programme for the Photography Group for 2016 – 2017 is on the
website. As before there is a mixture of photographic expeditions followed
on subsequent meetings with a review of photographs taken, and discus-
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sion sessions. Regular bi-monthly assignments will be set. In addition
there will be repeat visits to places previously visited which will be arranged on an ad hoc basis.
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at
2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel:
01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).
Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce better images.

POETRY
In December we'll 'Remember'
to write down our lines
In January seek words on 'Suspension'
On the library's fine chairs
we'll sing through light airs
for in February the pen's for 'Volition'
We meet on the third Monday of the month at 10.30am in Faringdon
Library: 19th December, 16th January, 20th February.
Bring ideas, panache and rhyme sometimes.
If you'd like to know more call Sand Cooper (01367 243 831 or
sand.co15@rocketmail.com).

QUILTING
The Patchwork & Quilting Group meets on the last Wednesday of the
month from 2pm - 4pm at 2 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY.
Beginners and long-term quilters are all very welcome. We teach hand and
machine quilting.
For more information contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713

QUIZ
9th Dec (Full Day)

13th January 10th February 10th March

Why not come along to our group! It is fun! The questions vary as do the
quizmasters! But there are no prizes and no particular battles either! Get
your little grey cells working. In the Old Town Hall, Faringdon at 10am
on the above Fridays. Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241296 or
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email sylkenbow@talktalk.net
The full day in December is our Christmas Special, with buffet lunch, and
double quizzes!

RAMBLERS
All walks are scheduled for the 4th Thursday in each month.
See the website for details.
Contact Kay Chamberlain on 01367 242 647 or kaycham@tiscali.co.uk

RECORDER CONSORT
The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
Members play instruments ranging from sopranino to bass.
We normally meet in the afternoons of the third and last Thursday of the
month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting at 2.00pm.
We will meet on:
15th December

19th & 26th January

16th & 23rd February`

If you are interested in joining but haven’t played for a while, we would
be happy to offer some tutoring to help you get up to speed by, for example, ‘one to one’ sessions or playing straightforward pieces in a small
group. We might even be able to lend you an instrument.
Contact Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Science and Technology Group Winter Programme
6th December – Visit to British Motor Heritage, Witney – manufacturers
of body panels and other parts for classic British cars
3rd January – Talk entitled “Creating Eden” by Bjorn Watson who was a
director of Anthony Hunt Associates, the structural designers for the Eden
Project.
7th February – Visit to be arranged.
Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com or from the website
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SCRABBLE
We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00 - 4.00pm. New
members are very welcome and we can teach you how to play if you’re
new to the game. Do give either of us a ring to find out more about the
group.
Monday 12th Dec
Monday 9th Jan
Monday 13th Feb

Sylvia’s (53 Town End Road, Faringdon)
Lynn’s (14 Spinage Close, Faringdon)
Sylvia’s (53 Town End Road, Faringdon)

For further information contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296) or Lynn
Pettit (01367 242 019).
SEAMS LIKE FUN
Meetings take place from 2 to 4 pm on the first Monday of the month.
If you would like to go back to dress making or start from scratch come
and join us at 2 Fernham Road Faringdon.
For details contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713.

STRIDERS
Walks will be advertised on the website in due course.
Contact Françoise Stacey b.f.stacey@outlook.com or 01367 241 813.

STROLLERS
There will be no walk in December
Tuesday 24th January
Meet in Faringdon Market Place to catch the 9.54 bus to Oxford. We will
take a gentle walk around Oxford taking in the Radcliffe Observatory
Quarter, the University Parks and Christ Church Meadow. Stay for lunch
in Oxford or catch the 13.15 bus back to Faringdon.
Tuesday 28th February
A 3 mile circular walk above Wantage taking in the Downs and a section
of the Ridgeway. Optional lunch after at the Court Hill Centre. Please
meet at GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing.
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New members are very welcome to join this leisurely and friendly walking
group. It is helpful if you can ring me beforehand so I have an idea of
numbers. Please wear boots and bring waterproofs and water for all
these walks.
For more information contact Lynn Pettit (01367 242 019)

SUNDAY LUNCH
th

Sunday 18 December
The Horse and Jockey, Stanford in the Vale. 12 for 12.30.
Varied menu with large and small portions and prices adjusted. Always
very popular.
Sunday 15th January
College Farm (Two for One) off the A420 near Shrivenham turn. 12.30 for
1pm. Varied menu as is price, but Sunday selection (tried recently) very
good and priced at £15.45 (don’t forget though it is Two for One). If we
happen to be odd numbered we will find a way!
Sunday 19th February
The Red Lion, Faringdon. Carvery. 12.15.
For December and January bookings contact Sylvia Bowley on 01367 241
296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net
For February booking contact Sheila Donovan on 01367 243 363 or
sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk

THEATREGOERS
KEEP CHECKING THE WEBSITE – IT’S REGULARLY UPDATED

NEW BOOKINGS
th

Saturday 11 February matinee at the Watermill – Murder For Two
A hilarious musical whodunit—a madcap murder mystery with a twist.
Two actors play 13 characters and the piano in this acclaimed new musical. A loving homage to the canon of murder mystery plays, it is a blend
of music, mayhem and murder. When a famous novelist is found dead at
his birthday party, it is time to call in the detectives, but they are out of
town……Enter a cop who dreams of climbing the ranks.
Total price is either £35 with lunch at the theatre or £30 without lunch.
(You may prefer to be dropped off at the pub.) Fill in the form, send the
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appropriate amount and mark on the form whether you want lunch or not.
Transport by community bus is included in price. Deadline for bookings is
10th December.
Our annual booking for Shakespeare at Stratford is Julius Caesar on
Saturday 9th September 2017. This epic political tragedy unfolds as the
race to claim the empire spirals out of control, when Caesar returns from
war, all conquering, to find mutiny rumbling through the corridors of
power. Directed by Angus Jackson.
As many people found the seats this year uncomfortable, we have gone up
a tier in price in the hope that it will suit everyone. We are travelling by
Community Bus which means we have just 16 seats available. The cost is
£68 which covers the ticket and the transport. Early booking and payment
is essential. Deadline for your booking is December 24th 2016. Please
send in the form with the full payment of £68 to Jane Horey.
All members are welcome to join us on any trip. Also, should you wish to
go to the venue as a tourist or shopper and not the theatre, then it would be
possible to use the coach as transport only. We do have a mailing list of
interested members, and when we book an outing anybody on that list will
receive notification, so if you do not receive such emails (or letters) and
would like to, then contact Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296
or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added.
Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is Jane Horey, 01793
766 177 or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk.
Booking form on Page 35

TRAVEL GROUP
See page 33 for details of the next holiday. Booking form on page 34.

WINE APPRECIATION
The Group’s final event in 2016 is its Christmas Lunch at The Sadlers,
Faringdon, on Tuesday 13th December.
Charles Garrett is then giving up his role as Group Leader and Group
members are discussing how the group might continue.
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Thames Valley Network
News
For our members, the main benefit of the link to the U3A Thames Valley
Network is the opportunity it offers for attending day-long events on specific subjects that can be studies in depth with experts – both in the subject
but also in locations and guaranteed presentation skills. The programme
for 2016 has been a great success, all of them properly resourced.
The programme for next year is already taking shape. Definites are:
22nd March 2017 - A Social History of the Thames Valley at Henley.
12th April 2017 - Heritage Crafts and Industries at Wokingham
15th June 2017 - William Morris at Kelmscott at Kelmscott
Others being planned are: an Archaeology Day; a Piano Master Class; Art
and Medicine; Photography; and Coping with Ageing.
We are encouraged to offer our own subjects for the TVN programme:
there are resources available for this and the Events Team exists to assist
turn a bright idea into a working programme.
Every effort will be made to let you know of the booking forms as soon as
they are published: this is key to avoiding disappointment. Don’t hesitate
to contact the TVN for any queries: p.foot47@gmail.com.

The deer of Dyrham Park
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Faringdon & District Theatre Group
All cheques to be made out to :
Faringdon U3A Theatre Account
and sent to Mrs J. Horey, 73 Eastrop, Highworth, SN6 7AT.
PERFORMANCE………………………………………………
AT………………………THEATRE, ON…………………….
I REQUIRE……………….TICKETS and am enclosing
£................... [ = the cost of ticket x number required.]
Don’t forget to mark back of cheque with performance.
NAME………………………………………………………….
TEL.
NO………………….EMAIL…………………………………..
All correspondence where possible will be by email so if you have
an email please make sure we have it. If you don't you will still receive the information. This form is a standard one for ALL our
theatre outings and therefore we need the information for each
performance/theatre to be separate. Therefore if you are booking
two separate outings please use two forms, with separate cheques
marking the back of the cheque also. Thanks.
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Signs of
Autumn

