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Meetings Calendar
Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each
month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a welcome from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting
speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group
Leaders and socialise.
Thursday 9th March
“Brunel’s SS Great Britain: from launch to ‘re-launch’” is the title of
Ian Caskie’s talk this month. Ian is a very popular Visitor Services volunteer with the SS Great Britain Trust in Bristol. He will talk about the
ship’s remarkable story from her original design through the different
phases of her working life.
Thursday 13th April
Bjorn Watson, a member of our U3A, will talk about "T E Lawrence the man behind the myth." Lawrence was perhaps the most charismatic
hero to emerge from the carnage of the First World War. A polymath who
made his name as a soldier and guerrilla leader; he was a scholar, archaeologist, historian, Arabist, fast boat and aircraft designer.
His exploits during the Arab Revolt of 1917 were immortalized by Peter
O'Toole in the film "Lawrence of Arabia". But he was also an unashamed
self-publicist capable of the most sublime prose in his book "The Seven
Pillars of Wisdom". But was it history? What is truth and what is legend?
That is the enigma!
Thursday 11th May
“George Cruikshank: the man who drew Oliver Twist” – a talk by Ian
Keable. In this talk Ian shows how Cruikshank moved effortlessly from
biting satirical prints to become the leading caricaturist and book illustrator of his generation.
Thursday 8th June
Peter Sharpe was the principal grade 2 logistics planning officer for the
British Army for “The Gulf War”, which is the title of his talk today.
Initially, he developed the strategic administrative instruction for the
ground war with the planning team at High Wycombe.
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Thursday 13th July
By popular demand, Tony Hadland is making a very welcome return
visit to Faringdon and this time his talk is entitled, “William Gill - Victorian Explorer and Spy”. William Gill was an officer in the Royal Engineers who, surprisingly, inherited a huge fortune and became a selffinanced explorer and intelligence officer. For this travels in China and
Tibet he was awarded the gold medal of the Royal Geographical Society.
Tony Hadland, who is William Gill’s great, great nephew, tells the fascinating story of this courageous Victorian character.
Thursday 3rd August - Summer Lunch
Thursday 14th September
With the interesting title, “The Fair Sex- Women and the Great Western Railway” this month’s talk is given by local author Dr Rosa Mattheson. Dr Matheson is a well-known railway historian who has published a
book on this topic. The Great Western Railway struggled with what was
called ‘the women’s question’ for many years. It had heartily agreed with
The Railway Sheet and Official Gazette that ‘the first aim of women’s
existence is marriage, that accomplished, the next is ordering the home’.
Yet women were the cheapest form of labour and this presented a dilemma for the company.
Thursday 19th October Note 3rd week of the month
“40 Years of Catching Smugglers” Guest speaker Malcolm Nelson, who
is a speaker on PO Cruise Lines will entertain us with his stories of life as
a Customs Officer. This should be a very interesting and popular talk.
Thursday 9th November
Captain William Wells last gave a talk to our U3A in 2010. This time the
title of his talk will be “London’s Liquid History.” about the River
Thames from its source to the sea. We will learn about its bridges, weirs,
locks, islands, ferries, tunnels docks and tides. Certainly, a lecture not to
miss!
Thursday 14th December
Brian Freeland, will give us “The View from the Wings.” This talk,
reviewed as ‘slightly saucy’, provides a sideways look at theatre from the
stage manager’s point of view. Brian’s long career in theatre provided experience of the National Theatre and Scottish Opera amongst many other
Art venues.
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Chairman’s Message
As I did last year, for this edition of the Newsletter, my message is in the
form of the draft of my ‘Chairman’s Annual Report’ and provides what is,
I hope, an interesting overview of the past year. The final version will be
published on our website in April and presented at the AGM.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL [DRAFT] REPORT 2016-17
This report covers the period between the April AGMs in 2016 and 2017.
At the AGM on 14th April 2016 AGM, three new Committee members
were elected, maintaining the number on the Committee at twelve, each of
whom was allocated an area of responsibility. In addition, Alison
Thomson was elected as Vice-Chairman, replacing Simon Coe who
continued as Secretary.
During the course of the year, 11 General Meetings were held in the Corn
Exchange with speakers on a wide range of topics. We learnt about the
settlement of Carterton, writing and directing for the BBC, the paintings of
William Daniell, developments in satellite technology, living and working
in Turkey in the 1960s, the life of aviator Percy Pilcher and the French
way of celebrating Christmas and the New Year through food. We were
mystified by the Mile High Magician, were introduced to newlydiscovered paintings by Lord Berners and learnt about Brunel’s SS Great
Britain. Most of these meetings made use of the Corn Exchange’s
projection facilities and amplification system which was enhanced in
November by the addition of two extra loudspeakers and a hearing loop.
On 19th May a ‘Drinks and Nibbles’ party was held in the Barber Rooms
at All Saints Church to which all group leaders – to thank them for their
hard work - and members who had joined since the October 2015 were
invited. Approximately 50 came to this enjoyable and useful gathering
which provided an opportunity for low-key networking.
On 4th August, thanks to the continuing generosity of Steve and Jenny
Braithwaite, we held our Summer Lunch. The weather was fine and well
over 100 members came and enjoyed excellent (locally-sourced) food,
good wine, congenial company and music provided by both the Recorder
Consort and the Ukulele Group.
On 18th October our annual Open Day was held in the Corn Exchange.
The event was well-publicised both before and on the day when the newly
-acquired portable microphone and amplifier system was deployed in
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Market Square. There was a good atmosphere in the hall for what was a
well-attended event. New members were enrolled, bringing the total
membership (in November) to a record high 490.
On 12th January we had our gloom-dispelling ‘January Japes’ event in the
Corn Exchange. Almost 90 members enjoyed a two course lunch with
wine and coffee.
A new feature was added to our website this year: a Home Page table
showing recent amendments and additions to the website and the date they
were made. Electronic communication is important to us (e.g. for
membership renewal) and the use of both mass and selective e-mailing of
members has continued. For example, an electronic questionnaire
(complementing a hard-copy version in the Spring 2017 Newsletter) was
recently sent to members with e-mail asking their views about possible
new groups; returns are currently being analysed. The Committee is
grateful to our IT Coordinator for his work in this area.
The lifeblood of our U3A is its interest groups and the vigour of the
organisation lies in encouraging its members to be active. Although a few
groups have stopped or are seeking new leaders, two new groups – Italian
and Striders – started this year together with a series of well-attended
‘Workshops’.
What is reported here was only possible because of hard work by many
people. My thanks go to the Committee for getting lots of things done with
their usual unfailing good humour, to all the many group leaders who
continue to be the core of our U3A, to our Newsletter Editor, to those who
help with our refreshments at monthly meetings and to those who helped
in many ways to make our Summer Lunch such a success.
Peter Smith
www.faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com .

WORKSHOPS
Workshops normally take place in the last week of the month on a
morning to suit the workshop leader. None are currently scheduled
but anyone who would like to run a workshop should contact
Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240929
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Faringdon & District U3A Committee 2016/17
Ken Bowley

Groups
Co-ordinator

01367 241 296
kenbowalker@gmail.com

Margaret Brown

Programme
Team

01367 615 385
geoffandmarn@tiscali.co.uk

Simon Coe

Secretary

Liz Cunningham

Membership
Secretary

01367 240 744
ssjcoe@btinternet.com
01367 242 626
membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk

Ricky
Cunningham

IT/Website Coordinator

01367 242 626
itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk

Peter Foot

Thames Valley
Rep

Rita Higazi

Events and
Venue Team

01367 244 494
ritahigazi@hotmail.com

Peter Robinson

Events and
Venue Team

01367 718 566
peterrobinsonnew@aol.com

Shela Rowan

Speakers
Co-ordinator

01367 243 636
smr280652@gmail.com

Peter Smith

Chairman

Alison Thomson

Publicity Coordinator

Nigel Wilkinson

Treasurer

01367 358 394
p.foot47@gmail.com

01367 241 241
pdes_smith@hotmail.com
01367 241 204
amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk
01367 242 809
nwilkinson@btinternet.com

Deadline for Summer 2017 Newsletter
Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor:

Elizabeth Smith, 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon SN7 7JZ
Tel: 01367 241 241; Email: pdes_smith@hotmail.com
by Wednesday 17th May 2017
The Summer Newsletter will cover June, July and August
It will be posted to all members in early June
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YOUR COMMITTEE NEEDS YOU!
It’s that time of year again! Our Annual General Meeting will be held on
Thursday 13th April before our normal monthly meeting.
As you see from the Agenda on Page 14 of this Newsletter, Item 6 is
‘Election of Committee members’.
We have been well-served by the current Committee these last twelve
months, and all but one will be continuing, so we will need a new recruit.
The role of a Committee member is not meant to be onerous—quite the
opposite in fact and I’d like to think that our current Committee members
have found what they do is enjoyable! As you’ll see from the table on
Page 6, each member has an area of responsibility but, when it comes to
things like our monthly meetings or special events such as the Summer
Lunch, as many of us as possible pitch in to help.
We have a Committee meeting every couple of months—so six a year—
when we deal with matters concerning the running of our U3A. These
meetings are usually held in the morning prior to an afternoon General
Meeting.
There are no qualifications required to become a member of the Committee. What’s most important is that you are enthusiastic and willing to get
‘stuck in’.
You’ll need to be proposed and seconded by two members—the proposal
form is very simple to complete and can be obtained from our Secretary.
I hope you will give some thought to this request—who knows it might be
just up your street!
Peter Smith

Members’ News
We welcome 12 new members.
From Faringdon: Suzanne Bowles; Gary Field; Elizabeth & Godfrey
Holliday; David Hughes; Anita Thomas
From Ashbury: Elizabeth Boyd
From Great Coxwell: Mark Denee; Ramon Pediani
From Highworth: Martin Wormam
From Lechlade: Neal & Susan Cotton
We were sorry to hear of the death of Peter Walker and Kath Wallis
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting—Thursday 8th December

“How the French eat .... At Christmas”
Marie Noelle Barton MBE
Our speaker, Marie-Noelle, came
to live in England forty years ago
to work as a teacher and has enjoyed an eminent career including
promoting science and technology
for girls. She has French and British citizenship and spent her early
years living near Nice. To get
members into the
Christmas spirit she
entertained a large
audience on the differences between
English and French
eating habits when
she was living in
France as a child, particularly eating at
Christmas.
Marie-Noelle began by talking
about the French attitude to food
which she felt is so different from
the attitude of people from other
countries, including Britain. She
described this as a ‘love affair’ or
maybe even an obsession as food
is an everyday topic of conversation and people discuss food and
recipes a lot. The issue of not
wasting food is important too, as

there has been a recent law which
states that any shop that throws
away food rather than gives it to
charity will be fined. This also relates to leaving food on your plate
and we were not surprised to hear
that as a child Marie-Noelle had to
eat everything on her plate - even
spinach!
In France, food is used
in images in language
as in Britain. If a person has no money we
might say, ‘he does not
have a bean’ but in
France it would be ‘he
doesn’t have a radish.’
In Britain, ‘he has a
memory like a sieve’
is ‘he has a memory like gruyere’
in France.
Moving on to what is eaten for
breakfast in France, we learnt that
traditionally it would be a baguette
cut horizontally with butter and
jam with coffee or maybe hot
chocolate to drink. Even now, most
French people still have two hours
for lunch and enjoy a meal with
colleagues or go home to eat. Tra-
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ditionally, the food is served with
the meat or fish separate from the
vegetables, fruit follows and then
coffee.
Sunday is still a special day and
the routines about meals are rather
different. A visit to the boulangerie to buy croissants is quite
likely and these are traditionally
eaten only with jam and not butter. Pains aux chocolat are sometimes eaten at breakfast but nothing is added as they are full of
butter. Lunch is served later and
would probably include a cake
from the patisserie. Marie-Noelle
pointed out that in England it is
good to entertain guests with
home cooking but sometimes in
France the preference is to buy a
cake or a starter from a shop for
guests.
At Christmas, the French celebrate Christmas Eve, Christmas
Day and Epiphany. It is at midnight on Christmas Eve that presents are opened and children stay
awake to open them. Perhaps this
keeps the children asleep on
Christmas Day! The special meal
on Christmas Eve is often a family
meal which starts around 9pm and
carries on until midnight. This
meal would comprise a starter like
oysters or smoked salmon, lots of
canapes followed by the Christmas pudding which is a Christmas
log (Bouche de Noel) filled either
with ice cream or sponge and

decorated. This is served with
champagne and followed by the
twelve desserts, which would include bowls of dates, nuts, mandarins, glace fruit and nougat. It is not
expected anyone should sample all
of them! When the clock strikes
midnight another bottle of champagne would be opened and then
the presents.
On Christmas Day, there would
again be a family meal at lunchtime
with a starter of oysters or scallops
followed by a turkey with chestnut
stuffing (but not the bread sauce) or
a joint of beef, or lamb or salmon
followed by another Christmas log.
The Christmas season officially
finishes in France on the 6th January which is Epiphany, when decorations come down. This is celebrated with a traditional cake which
can only be bought in January and
is called the Galette des Rois,
which is the Cake of the Kings.
This is essentially a brioche decorated with glace fruit or almonds
and is served with a glass of champagne in the afternoon. A small
charm is hidden in these cakes
which the guest of honour customarily gets. Then they become the
king or the queen, wear a crown
and choose a person to be their
partner. The custom is that this person then invites others to their
house and so on through January.
Everyone enjoyed the fantastic
overview of traditional Christmas
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celebrations in France and there
were lots of questions from members to Marie-Noelle. This talk
proved to be a very good way of
‘setting the scene for Christmas’!

A version of this account by Shela
Rowan appeared in the January
edition of The Folly.

Meeting—Thursday 12th January

“The Mile High Magician”
Peter Wentworth
After members had enjoyed a
lovely January Japes lunch provided by Sadlers, everyone was
looking forward to being entertained by our own well-known
local magician, Peter Wentworth.
Peter began by saying that he
would talk about general magic,
the history of magic and also the
history of the Magic Circle, of
which he was proud to be a member. Then he would move on to his
speciality, which is the magic of
the mind!
Peter explained that magicians
have to buy their tricks and these
days much is bought on the internet but there are some great magic
shops around, including a wonderful one in London. He went on to
talk about a recent occasion when
he was about to enter the shop and
he met a Chinese man offering him
a trick. This resulted in the hilarious story of the box inside a box
and the dice inside the box which

because of the wonderful way in
which Peter told the story, the audience found very funny! This was
followed up by the trick with the
Chinese Prayer Stick which was
very effective and impossible to
understand how it worked.
Several very funny jokes kept everyone in a jolly mood including the
story of Peter’s grandson’s Christmas stocking gifts and his story of
the Saga river cruise.
Peter began his love of magic as a
small boy of nine when his parents
bought him his first magic book
and he mastered his first card trick.
He later joined the Shropshire
magic circle and other magic circles as he moved around the country. Members of the audience were
rather interested in ‘The Mile High
Magician’ title and we soon learnt
that Peter was in the Air Force for
much of his working life and he
became an air quartermaster and
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later an air loadmaster. He flew
from Lyneham and Brize Norton
and, over the years, he landed at
two hundred and twenty-seven
airfields in ninety-four different
countries. He used to perform
magic to the people on board, including HRH Princess Alexandra
and Lord George Brown. This
was how his ‘Mile High’ title
came about.
Later, Peter invited three members of the audience to sit on
the stage and to
help with a
number of
tricks and mind
magic. He was
not short of volunteers as everyone was very
interested in
trying to know
exactly how his
magic really
worked. Firstly,
he handed a
volunteer a
magazine and
asked her to secretly choose a
page and select a longish word on
it. Miraculously, Peter had written
down the chosen word! We were
all very impressed!
Then the second volunteer was
asked to think of a memorable
date that would not be known to
Peter. Using playing cards and a

diary showing a card for every date,
Peter displayed the card that corresponded to the memorable date in
the diary. WOW!
Several more tricks followed and
we were all completely bemused by
the pure magic of the tricks.
Finally, his last trick involved a
pickle jar, piece of string, grains of
rice and wooden chopstick! Under
close observation from two members, Peter managed to complete
the trick and elevate the heavy jar
of rice with only
the chop stick attached to the taut
string. His audience was truly
amazed!
Everyone only
had one question
on their minds at
the end: how did
he do it? ‘Very
well!’ was his
easy response!
It was a most unusual and fascinating session and we all had a tremendous sense of awe and wonder
at the skill of the “Mile High Magician.”
A version of this account by Shela
Rowan appeared in the February
edition of The Folly
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Meeting—Thursday 9th February

“A Private View of Faringdon in Paintings and
Sketches by Lord Berners”
Roger Vlitos
Our speaker this month was Roger
Vlitos, a seasoned freelance lecturer, photographer, publisher and
writer who is the Consultant Curator of the late Lord Berners' collection at Faringdon House. His work
involves identifying, photographing, cataloguing
and devising ways
of promoting
drawings and
paintings by the
"Versatile Peer"
who left his mark
as a composer,
author and painter.
In his talk he used a series of slides
of recently discovered paintings
and sketches of Faringdon and the
local area to illustrate Lord Berners’ work and give a brief insight
into the life of Faringdon’s wellknown former resident.
Lord Berners - Gerald Tyrwhitt had gained a reputation for pranks
and eccentric behaviour. As a Diplomatic Attaché he was regarded
as ‘too frisky’, often dressing up
and dancing around, attracting disapproval from his ambassador.

However, it is believed that
through his paintings he was able
to find tranquillity in the quiet and
sensitive expression of his art. By
1907 his family had moved to Faringdon and it was from a series of
letters to his
mother that we
can see the influence the town and
surroundings was
to have on him.
His subjects included scenes
from the town
which we were
invited to identify
and from which we could see
while some parts had changed,
other locations had stayed recognisably as they had been 100+
years ago.
The earliest paintings were begun
in 1913. He worked in watercolour
on good quality paper which has
added to the durability of his
works. In the painting of All
Saints Church we can see the use
of watercolour paint and possibly
a pastel or wax based material
adding a certain complexity to the
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texture of the work. His work often
contained a lot of green. Nature
was a great inspiration to him.
Trees often appear in his paintings
as do donkeys, greyhounds and
lurchers. Peaceful landscapes fill
his sketch book with a particular
favourite - cranes. He painted snow
scenes and fine houses he stayed in
and he would sometimes offer the
finished paintings as gifts to his
hosts after a visit. He painted his
mother who enjoyed riding and
was an avid gardener. The garden
at Faringdon was very productive
and recipe books still survive of the
food served to American soldiers
billeted there.

tion in London attended by Evelyn
Waugh where 100 of his paintings
were sold. He entertained many of
these friends in Faringdon and often
painted guests posing in the niches
of the buildings at Faringdon. Some
of these works were completed in
watercolour but he also used oil on
canvas for some work. Paintings
were exchanged and the visitors’
book gives testament to some interesting comments and familiarities
from his friends.

Clouds became an obsession and
can be seen in at least 22 of the
newly-discovered works. In 1926
he composed the ‘Cloudland Suite’
which was recorded the following
year by Sir Thomas Beecham. In
the same way that his artwork reflected the changes in the park and
buildings, so his music reflected
his interest in atmospheric changes
and mood.

Lord Berners died in 1950 and his
works are catalogued and a record
kept at the British Library. It is
hoped that the Faringdon House
collection can now be kept intact.
Many people in the audience already had some knowledge of Lord
Berners, but it was fascinating to
see the newly discovered sketches
and paintings and to hear about the
inspiration that he gained from Faringdon and the surrounding area.
Roger Vlitos answered questions
from the floor and had brought a
selection of prints for sale if people
wanted to take away a memory of
the day.

It became clear that Lord Berners
was part of a very popular and
lively artistic circle, counting such
people as Diaghilev, Picasso, Rex
Whistler and Salvador Dali and his
wife as friends. He had been mentor to Whistler for 6 weeks in Italy
where he painted for hours each
day. By 1931 he had produced sufficient paintings to hold an exhibi-

In 1936 he produced a poster for the
Shell Company depicting British
Landmarks and which was displayed on the sides of delivery lorries.

A version of this account by Margaret Brown will appear in the March
edition of The Folly.
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Notice of AGM

FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A
Charity Number 1116311

This is Formal Notice of the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2017
To be held at the

FARINGDON CORN EXCHANGE
at

2.30pm on THURSDAY 13th APRIL 2017
AGENDA
1. Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes of AGM 2016
3. Matters Arising
4. Chairman’s Report
5. Financial Report for year-ending 31 December 2016
6. Election of Committee members
7. Any Other Business
After the formal business of the afternoon there will be a talk entitled “TE Lawrence—the man behind the myth” by Faringdon U3A
member, Bjorn Watson, which will be followed by tea and cakes.
Nominations are invited for the new committee. Forms are available
from the secretary, Simon Coe. Completed forms must be with the
secretary at least 14 days before the AGM.
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QUESTIONNAIRE ON ‘NEW GROUPS’
We have over 40 Groups, but you might be interested in subjects not on
our list. Many U3As have groups similar to ours, but I have come across a
number of areas that we don’t cater for. I’d like to canvass your opinion,
by asking you to complete a simple questionnaire [which was sent to
members with e-mail a week or so ago].
1. Which of the following would be of interest to you if there was a group
operating in this area (tick all that apply)?
Antiques and collectables
Archaeology
Architecture
Art - Drawing/sketching
Art - Painting
Badminton
Biography
Bird-watching
Calligraphy
Chess
Classical studies
Crafts
Creative writing
Debating
'Desert Island Discs'

Exploring world faiths
Flower arranging
Geology
Hand-bell ringing
Local history
Maths for pleasure
Metal detecting
Money & Investment/Personal
Finance
Natural History
Philosophy
Play Reading
Rummikub
Singing
Travel study

2. Would you be interested in starting a group in any of the areas you've
ticked?

3. Are there other group topics that would interest you that are not on the
list?

4. If so, would you be interested in starting a group in this area?

5. Finally, please provide your name ________________________
Return this questionnaire at the April AGM or post it to:
Chairman, Faringdon and District U3A, 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon,
SN7 7JZ to arrive before the end of April.
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FARINGDON GROUPS
Ashmolean
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Astronomy
Stuart Priest
01367 240118
Blues & Roots
Sheila Donovan
01367 243363
Books
Kay Chamberlain
01367 242647
Bridge - All levels
Steve Braithwaite
01367 240929
Cryptic Crosswords
Peter Smith
01367 241241
Current Affairs
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
Embroidery
Suellen Pedley
01367 710680
Fab (Faringdon Appreciation of Berners) Janet Deane
01367 241145
Family History
Ian Clarkson
01793 782836
Folk Dancing
Val Hudspeth
01367 241035
Foreign Language Films
Robin Stewart
01367 241295
French Conversation
Françoise Stacey
01367 241813
French Intermediate & Advanced Carolyn Williams
01367 241208
Gardeners
Christina Field
01367 241265
German
Victoria Paleit
01865 821594
Golf Croquet (summer)
Steve Braithwaite
01367 240929
History
Mike Iremonger
01367 241361
History of Art
Mairead Boyce
01367 243065
Italian—Beginners
Sandra Cooper
01367 243831
Jazz
Patrick Wheare
01367 241927
Mah Jong
Carolyn Clarkson
01793 782836
Military History
Bjorn Watson
01793 782748
Music Appreciation
Beryl Cooper
01367 242908
National Trust
New leader needed
Opera
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Photography
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Poetry
Sandra Cooper
01367 243831
Quilting
Valerie Burdall
01367 240713
Quiz
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Ramblers
Kay Chamberlain
01367 242647
Recorder Consort
Peter Smith
01367 241241
Science & Technology
Ron Colyer
01793 782363
Scrabble
Lynn Pettit/Sylvia Bowley
242019/241296
Seams like fun
Valerie Burdall
01367 240713
Spanish - Intermediate
Robin Stewart
01367 241295
Striders
Françoise Stacey
01367 241813
Strollers
Rona Bingham/Lynn Pettit
241384/242019
Sunday Lunch
Sheila Donovan/Sylvia Bowley 243363/241296
Theatre Goers
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Travel
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Ukulele
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
Wine Appreciation
New leader needed
Yoga
Jane Archer
01793 782876
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator
Ken Bowley Tel 01367 241 296 or email kenbowalker@gmail.com
 Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of

groups is provided on page 16.
 Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the

Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has
room for new members.
 All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but

before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups Coordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest
Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s).
 For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester

Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street.

ASHMOLEAN
After a superb visit in February to the Eastern Art Study Room (Jameel
Centre) to admire Mughal Paintings, on 2nd March we shall be considering ‘Symbolism in Western Art Paintings’. Then on 6th April our exploration of the Ashmolean collections continues with a visit to the Conservation gallery and laboratory followed on 4th May by consideration of ‘The
Japanese Collections’.
The Group continues to explore the Ashmolean Museum collections with
guided visits each month. The meetings are on the first Thursday of the
month; meetings start with the group gathering at 11:00 am at a suitable
location within the museum and will take approximately one hour. Arrangements have been made for a second visit each month if required to
accommodate all those wishing to attend – hence there are sufficient
places to accommodate all interested.
For details please contact Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon
Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net Tel: 01367 240 713)
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ASTRONOMY
There are no longer monthly meetings but up-to-date information can be
found in the monthly Astronomy Newsletter posted on our website.
For more information contact coordinator Stuart Priest 01367 240 118 .

BLUES & ROOTS
This group explores the Roots of the Blues and Popular Music including a
variety of music genres – from folk, country, jazz, gospel, rock ‘n’ roll and
British rhythm & blues of the 50s and 60s.
Podcasts provide themed historical context while filmed documentaries,
performances and recordings by artists whose music continues to inform
that of contemporary bands.
Meetings are usually held on the fourth Tuesday each month at The Bell
Hotel, Faringdon at 2.30pm. However, the next meeting will be held on
Tuesday 21st March. Group members will be contacted by email and updates will appear on the website. There will be no meeting in April.
For further information or to be added to the mailing list please contact
Sheila Donovan at sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk or 01367 243 363.

BRIDGE
Bridge Lessons
All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church
Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park)
from 10am to noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given below:
Intermediate (each lesson is repeated on a different date)
Mon 6th March & Wed 8th March
Mon 3rd April & Wed 5th April
No lessons in May
Experienced
Wed 22nd March
Wed 12th April
No lesson in May
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If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to
attend.
For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite
(01367 240 929 or steve.bridge1@gmail.com)

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS
We meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about a couple
of hours including a refreshment break.
The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’
or ‘The Observer Everyman’ standard. Over the year members accumulate
points to find the year’s ‘top solver’ We also look at things of interest to
‘cruciverbalists’, brought together in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued
at the meeting. A puzzle compiled by members of the group is being prepared for submission to Third Age Matters.
We will meet on: 24th March, 28th April, 266h May
If you are interested in joining, or would like to know more, contact Peter
Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

CURRENT AFFAIRS
We meet usually on the second Thursday of the month at 10.30am,
at 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon. All are welcome.
Contact Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929, jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk

EMBROIDERY
A small but dedicated group meets on the second Tuesday of each month
at 59 Folly View Road. Faringdon, by kind invitation of Mrs Maria
Pugh, from 2.00 pm till 4.00 pm.
New members are very welcome, from absolute beginners to the more
experienced worker.
For more details contact Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680
or suellenpedley@aol.com).

20

FAB (FARINGDON APPRECIATION OF BERNERS)
We continue to meet in Faringdon Library on the fourth Thursday of the
month at 10.00 a.m.
We had a very successful Workshop in January, when presentations about
Lord Berners' father, his art, the Folly Tower and his music were the focus. There was also live entertainment with performance of some of his
songs. Thank you to all who took part and who came. The February
Monthly Meeting continued the Lord Berners' theme by showing some of
his paintings recently re-discovered at Faringdon House.
Please contact Janet Deane (janet.deane@talk21.com) for further information.

FAMILY HISTORY
The next meeting of the Experienced group, aimed at those who have already made significant progress with their research, will be on Friday 31st
March. We will have updates from members who signed up for the FutureLearn online course, including a discussion on DNA testing, and Ian
will, by request, explain how he uses Excel spreadsheets in his record
keeping. We meet again on Friday 26th May. Until further notice we will
continue to meet at 25 Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, starting at 11:00am. If
you are interested in joining this lively group please get in touch.
Regrettably a lack of demand means that, for the first time in eight years,
the beginners course will not run this winter.
Ian Clarkson (01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com).

FOLK DANCING
Our small but very friendly group is now a little larger. If we could just
persuade a few more of you to "give us a try" - that would be marvellous.
We meet on the first Thursday of each month at the Catholic Church Hall
(entrance behind Budgens Car Park). At 2.30pm. Our next sessions will
be: Thursday 2nd March, 6th April, 4th May , 1st June.
Contact Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com).
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS
Wednesday 5th April
The film shown will be "The Portuguese Nun", (2011), acclaimed film by
the New York-born film maker Eugene Green. It is the story of Julie, a
young French actress, shooting a film in Lisbon about a 17th century nun
seduced by a soldier. She encounters a young nun who changes her destiny for ever. The actress is played by Leonor Baldaque.
The film is in Portuguese and French with English subtitles. The photography is stunning.
The film will be shown at 2 for 2.15 pm at 14 The Pines, Faringdon.
For more information please contact Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295.

GARDENERS
Thursday 16th March
Visit to Bampton Garden Centre. Meet in the GSCP at 2pm for car sharing to the Garden Centre.
Thursday 20th April
Visit to Friars Court Clanfield. £10 entrance to include cream tea. Meet in
the GSCP at 2pm for car sharing to Clanfield.
Thursday 18th May
Visit to Bowood House and Gardens and Woodland Gardens using the
Community Bus. Details to be finalised later.
For more information please contact Christina Field on 01367 241 265

GOLF CROQUET
Will be held on the following dates (weather permitting) Please phone first
Monday 27th March
Monday 10th April
Later dates to be arranged
at Livingstone House, 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon from 2pm onwards.
No previous experience required.
Contact Steve & Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240 929
or email: steve.jenny@hotmail.com
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HISTORY OF ART
We meet on the third Thursday at 2pm in The Old Town Hall.
In March we will be exploring "Art Deco". In April we will be going to
the Ashmolean to see the "Degas to Picasso" exhibition which is getting
very good reviews. At our May meeting the subject will be "Abstract Expression".
So, an interesting 3 months, you are very welcome to join us.
Contact Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065
or boycemairead@aol.com

ITALIAN AS BEGINNERS
Italiana Come Principianti
We are a self-run group getting together to learn Italian. We still consider
ourselves to be beginners and tread carefully into the realms of language. We meet in our homes and organise learning in turns. Meetings
are held on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month at 10.00am.
If you would like to join us for a relaxed yet focussed look at Italian, contact Sand Cooper on 01367 243 831 or sand.co15@rocketmail.com

JAZZ
At our next meeting on Monday 13th March Barry Stacey will be taking
us on the next stage of his alphabetic tour of Jazz. His first steps were as
easy as A-B-C, now we move on to D-E-F, and, as ever, Barry will be entertaining and erudite, funny and serious.
Our programme for April onwards is not yet confirmed but may well include such star speakers as Keith Gorton, Rachel Holt and Jan Hall as well
as the return of Desert Island Discs.
We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library,
Gloucester Street, from 10.30am to about noon. We try to cover all aspects
of jazz from the early days to the present time. If you’re interested just
turn up. There’s no need to book or ring in advance. We charge £1 a time
to cover costs (including the occasional outside speaker) and tea/coffee
and lemon drizzle cake produced by Linda Leggett, Faringdon’s finest
lemon drizzle cake maker.
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For more information ring or email Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or
patandeve@wheare.me) or Robin Ison (01865 821 154 or rrison@chemintermediates.com).

MAH JONG
We usually meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month from
2.00 – 4.00pm. We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New
members are always welcome.
Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue
st

1 March
15th March
5th April
19th April
3rd May
17th May

Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)

For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com, or
Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin@fsmail.com.

MILITARY HISTORY
The Military History Group meets on the first Thursday of the month and
we consider an eclectic range of topics. You are very welcome to join us.
For more information, please contact Bjorn Watson at bjornwatson@btinternet.com or on 01793 782 748.

MUSIC APPRECIATION
After a Christmas Party which was much enjoyed, a Happy New Musical
Year to all members ( and potential members ) of the group . We meet, as
always, on the 4th (not always the last - it is easy to be caught out by
this! ) Monday of the month, at 10.15 for 10.30, in Faringdon Library.
27th March Revolution
24th April
nd

22 May
th

26 June

Vaughan Williams
Haydn
Unfinished Business
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May I remind members that I would like to know, because of seating,
whether or not you will be attending each meeting.
Beryl Cooper on 01367 242 908 or email beryl.cooper12@gmail.com

OPERA
Following the festive season, the opera for March is an early Mozart opera
‘Mitridate Re Di Ponto from the Royal Opera House. Usually the Group
meets on the second Monday of the month but on this occasion the meeting will be a week later on 20th March. On 10th April, there will be a second Mozart opera, one of his later great operas allowing for comparison of
his early and mature operas, ‘Idomeneo’ from Glyndebourne Opera. Then
on 8th May, we shall see Tchaikovsky’s ‘The Queen of Spades’ from the
Gran Teatro Barcelona.
As previously, there will be three showings. These are:
First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon)
usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A Monthly Meeting.
Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm;
The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, Faringdon);
The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines, Faringdon) typically starting at 2:00pm finishing at approximately 5:00pm.
For details please contact Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or
anthony.burdall@burdall.net), Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or
Linda Leggett (01367 241 430).
Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Since the last Newsletter, the group has enjoyed photographic expeditions
to Gloucester Cathedral and Docks and the Heritage Motor Centre at Gaydon as well as bi-monthly assignments on Still life and Street people. Images from these various activities will be reviewed at our April meeting
although an advance sample of the resulting images are shown in the
Newsletter (How many depends upon the editor!).
The next meeting on 8th March will be a photographic exercise Treasure
Hunt in Shrivenham, followed in April with a review and then in May a
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photographic expedition to Blenheim Palace and grounds ‘Historic landscape’. An extra meeting is planned for April to visit Buscot Park when it
is closed to the public to photograph the gardens and parkland.
The full programme for the Photography Group for 2016 – 2017 is on the
website. As before there is a mixture of photographic expeditions followed
on subsequent meetings with a review of photographs taken, and discussion sessions. Regular bi-monthly assignments will be set. In addition
there will be repeat visits to places previously visited which will be arranged on an ad hoc basis.
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at
2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel:
01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).
Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce better images.

POETRY
Let there be 'Light' for March
April 'Fool' would have been a lark
but Easter Monday stymies play
'Bulls' will carry May
We meet on the third Monday of the month at 10.30am in Faringdon
Library: 20th March, April No meeting (Easter Monday), 15th May.
Bring ideas, panache and rhyme sometimes.
If you'd like to know more call Sand Cooper (01367 243 831 or
sand.co15@rocketmail.com).

QUILTING
The Patchwork & Quilting Group meets on the last Wednesday of the
month from 2pm - 4pm at 2 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY.
Beginners and long-term quilters are all very welcome. We teach hand and
machine quilting.
For more information contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713
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QUIZ
10th March

7th April

12th May

9th June

Why not come along to our group! It is fun! The questions vary as do the
quizmasters! But there are no prizes and no particular battles either! Get
your little grey cells working. In the Old Town Hall, Faringdon at 10am
on the above Fridays. Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241296 or
email sylkenbow@talktalk.net

RAMBLERS
All walks are scheduled for the 4th Thursday in each month.
See the website for details.
Contact Kay Chamberlain on 01367 242 647 or kaycham@tiscali.co.uk

RECORDER CONSORT
The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
Members play instruments ranging from sopranino to bass.
We normally meet in the afternoons of the third and last Thursday of the
month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting at 2.00pm.
We will meet on:
16th & 30th March

20th & 27th April

18th & 25th May

If you are interested in joining but haven’t played for a while, we would
be happy to offer some tutoring to help you get up to speed by, for example, ‘one to one’ sessions or playing straightforward pieces in a small
group. We might even be able to lend you an instrument.
Contact Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Science and Technology Group Spring Programme
7th March – Talk entitled “Developments in Agricultural Machinery during the last 70 years” by Peter Cooke.
April – Visit to be arranged
2nd May - Talk entitled “Paint – Coats in many Colours” by Colin Holman
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Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com or from the website

SCRABBLE
We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00 - 4.00pm. New
members are very welcome and we can teach you how to play if you’re
new to the game. Do give either of us a ring to find out more about the
group.
Monday 13th March
Monday 10th April
Monday 8th May

Sylvia’s (53 Town End Road, Faringdon)
Lynn’s (14 Spinage Close, Faringdon)
Sylvia’s (53 Town End Road, Faringdon)

For further information contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296) or Lynn
Pettit (01367 242 019).
SEAMS LIKE FUN
Meetings take place from 2 to 4 pm on the first Monday of the month.
If you would like to go back to dress making or start from scratch come
and join us at 2 Fernham Road Faringdon.
For details contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713.

STRIDERS
Walks will be advertised on the website in due course.
Contact Françoise Stacey b.f.stacey@outlook.com or 01367 241 813.

STROLLERS
Thanks to Jane Archer for offering to lead the April walk
Tuesday 28th March
Please meet at GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing. A return to Eastleach
where I hope the daffodils will be out. A 3-4 mile walk along the River
Leach and through the Hatherop estate. Lunch after at the Queen Victoria.
Contact Lynn (01367 242 019)
Tuesday 25th April
Please meet at GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing. A 3-4 mile walk from
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Wichelstowe along the canal and disused railway line. Mostly on tracks
and field paths. Coffee stop half way at Waitrose, car park and lunch at
The Bayberry.
Contact Jane (01793 782 876)
Tuesday 23rd May
Please meet at GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing. A 3-4 mile walk around
Ardington visiting the Millenium stones. Lunch after at The Grocer Chef
in Ardington.
Contact Lynn (01367 242 019)
New members are very welcome to join this leisurely and friendly walking
group. It is helpful if you can ring me beforehand so I have an idea of
numbers. Please wear boots and bring waterproofs and water for all
these walks.
For more information contact Lynn Pettit (01367 242 019)

SUNDAY LUNCH
th

Sunday 19 March
The Old Crown, Faringdon. Carvery 12.15
Sunday 9th April (Later date because of Easter)
The Horse and Jockey, Stanford in the Vale. 12 for 12.30. Varied menu
with large and small portions and prices adjusted. Always very popular.
Sunday 21st May
The Village Inn, Liddington (off the A419). Further to go but everyone
enjoyed this when last we tried. Later time as they are busy so we meet at
around 2pm. Varied menu and size portion, a carvery.
These last two are not on bus routes so when booking please ask for a lift
if needed we will try to accommodate!
For March booking contact Sheila Donovan on 01367 243 363 or
sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk
For April and May bookings contact Sylvia Bowley on 01367 241 296 or
sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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THEATREGOERS
NO NEW BOOKINGS AT PRESENT but
KEEP CHECKING THE WEBSITE – IT’S REGULARLY UPDATED

All members are welcome to join us on any trip. Also, should you wish to
go to the venue as a tourist or shopper and not the theatre, then it would be
possible to use the coach as transport only. We do have a mailing list of
interested members, and when we book an outing anybody on that list will
receive notification, so if you do not receive such emails (or letters) and
would like to, then contact Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296
or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added.
Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is Jane Horey, 01793
766 177 or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk

UKULELE
We are a largely self taught group of players.
Is there a U3A member who has a superior knowledge to ours, who would
be willing to give us an hour or two's tuition to "take us to the next level"?
Please phone Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929

YOGA
Five fortnightly sessions are planned starting on 24th April. No previous
experience is needed. The classes are designed specifically to help with
mobility in older people while still holding to the principles of Hatha
Yoga. The classes will be from 3-4pm and cost £10 to cover the hire of
the room. It is possible to attend 1 class, as a taster, for £2. More classes
are planned if there is sufficient demand
Please contact Jane Archer on 01793 782 876.
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Thames Valley Network
News
For our members, the main benefit of the link to the U3A Thames Valley
Network is the opportunity it offers for attending day-long events on specific subjects that can be studies in depth with experts.
The programme for 2017 so far is:
12th April 2017 - Heritage Crafts and Industries at Wokingham
17th May 2017 - A Social History of the Thames Valley at Henley.
10th August 2017 - William Morris at Kelmscott at Kelmscott
Others being planned are: an Archaeology Day; a Piano Master Class; Art
and Medicine; Photography; and Coping with Ageing.
We are encouraged to offer our own subjects for the TVN programme:
there are resources available for this and the Events Team exists to assist
turn a bright idea into a working programme.
Every effort will be made to let you know of the booking forms as soon as
they are published: this is key to avoiding disappointment. Don’t hesitate
to contact the TVN for any queries: p.foot47@gmail.com.

Still life study
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Faringdon & District Theatre Group
All cheques to be made out to :
Faringdon U3A Theatre Account
and sent to Mrs J. Horey, 73 Eastrop, Highworth, SN6 7AT.
PERFORMANCE………………………………………………
AT………………………THEATRE, ON…………………….
I REQUIRE……………….TICKETS and am enclosing
£................... [ = the cost of ticket x number required.]
Don’t forget to mark back of cheque with performance.
NAME………………………………………………………….
TEL.
NO………………….EMAIL…………………………………..
All correspondence where possible will be by email so if you have
an email please make sure we have it. If you don't you will still receive the information. This form is a standard one for ALL our
theatre outings and therefore we need the information for each
performance/theatre to be separate. Therefore if you are booking
two separate outings please use two forms, with separate cheques
marking the back of the cheque also. Thanks.
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