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Meetings Calendar
Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each
month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a welcome from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting
speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group
Leaders and socialise.
Thursday 8th June at the United Church Faringdon
Peter Sharpe was the principal grade 2 logistics planning officer for the
British Army for “The Gulf War”, which is the title of his talk today.
Initially, he developed the strategic administrative instruction for the
ground war with the planning team at High Wycombe.
Thursday 13th July at the United Church Faringdon
By popular demand, Tony Hadland is making a very welcome return
visit to Faringdon and this time his talk is entitled, “William Gill - Victorian Explorer and Spy”. William Gill was an officer in the Royal Engineers who, surprisingly, inherited a huge fortune and became a selffinanced explorer and intelligence officer. For this travels in China and
Tibet he was awarded the gold medal of the Royal Geographical Society.
Tony Hadland, who is William Gill’s great, great nephew, tells the fascinating story of this courageous Victorian character.
Thursday 3rd August - Summer Lunch
See page 8 for details
Thursday 14th September
With the interesting title, “The Fair Sex - Women and the Great Western Railway” this month’s talk is given by local author Dr Rosa Matheson. Dr Matheson is a well-known railway historian who has published a
book on this topic. The Great Western Railway struggled with what was
called ‘the women’s question’ for many years. It had heartily agreed with
The Railway Sheet and Official Gazette that ‘the first aim of women’s
existence is marriage, that accomplished, the next is ordering the home’.
Yet women were the cheapest form of labour and this presented a dilemma for the company.
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Thursday 19th October Note: 3rd week of the month
“40 Years of Catching Smugglers” Guest speaker Malcolm Nelson, who
is a speaker on PO Cruise Lines will entertain us with his stories of life as
a Customs Officer. This should be a very interesting and popular talk.
Thursday 9th November
Captain William Wells last gave a talk to our U3A in 2010. This time the
title of his talk will be “London’s Liquid History.” about the River
Thames from its source to the sea. We will learn about its bridges, weirs,
locks, islands, ferries, tunnels docks and tides. Certainly, a lecture not to
miss!
Thursday 14th December
Brian Freeland, will give us “The View from the Wings.” This talk,
reviewed as ‘slightly saucy’, provides a sideways look at theatre from the
stage manager’s point of view. Brian’s long career in theatre provided experience of the National Theatre and Scottish Opera amongst many other
Art venues.
Thursday 11th January 2018
Our annual January Japes meal will be followed by entertainment from
well-known local actor and singer, Dave Headey. Dave has promised a
special type of entertainment to follow the meal for the first meeting of
2018.
Thursday 8th February
“The Story of the Volkswagen Beetle” is the title of our talk this month
by Bob McFarlane. The Volkswagen beetle, officially the Volkswagen
Type 1, was manufactured and marketed by German car maker Volkswagen from 1938 until 2003. This talk will take you through the life of the
VW Beetle from utility vehicle to film star and will touch on a brief history of the British car industry. If you’re a car enthusiast, interested in recent history or just interested, this talk will appeal.
Thursday 8th March
Graham Carter, a local journalist and historian will talk about Alfred
Williams who was a poet, author, historian, linguist and naturalist living
in South Marston in the late 19th/early 20th century.
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Chairman’s Message
My message for the Spring 2017 Newsletter was taken up with my Annual
Report looking back over the previous year. This message, however, not
only looks back but also forward to things to come.
Our AGM in April was completed in an action-packed 21 minutes and
resulted in the election of a new Committee member and the appointment
of a new Vice-Chairman. We are pleased to welcome to the Committee
Neal Cotton who lives in Lechlade and joined our U3A only last autumn.
Neal will take on the role of Groups Coordinator in place of Ken Bowley.
Margaret Brown will remain a member of the Programme Team but will
also be Committee Vice-Chairman with a view to assuming the role of
Chairman next year.
The AGM was followed by an entertaining and informative talk by selfconfessed TE Lawrence nerd Bjorn Watson. Bjorn is, of course, a member
of our U3A and it’s worth saying that if any member feels they ‘have a
talk in them’, please get in touch with our Speakers Coordinator, Shela
Rowan, to see what might be arranged.
While on the subject of members’ contributions to our U3A, it occurred to
me that some have been anonymous and it might be time to acknowledge
them. I’m referring to the excellent pictures that have graced the front
page of our quarterly Newsletter, for which my thanks. During my time as
Chairman, these have been provided by Anthony Burdall, Mike Hawkes,
Colin Holman, Mike Iremonger, Peter Schiff and Nigel Wilkinson. The
picture of Faringdon Old Town Hall on the front of the current issue is by
Scharlie Meeuws.
You will recall that, by means of a questionnaire sent to all members
either electronically or in hard copy, we canvassed your opinion about
possible new groups for our U3A. There was a good level of response with
ticks against almost all the subject areas listed but also a significant
number of suggestions for groups not on the list. It’s very pleasing to
report that new Qigong Tai Chi and Play Reading groups are already up
and running, an Art group expects to start in September and the viability
of Architecture, Classical Studies and Table Tennis groups is being
investigated. Thanks to all who responded and particularly to those who
took the initiative in starting a new group.
We were pleased to welcome new members and Group leaders—including
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those of the new groups mentioned above—to a ‘get-together’ in the
Barber Rooms on the evening of 18th May. The informal nature of the
event encouraged friendly conversation and new contacts between
members and Group leaders were made.
Looking ahead, please note that our June and July General Meetings
will be held in the Faringdon United Church. The Corn Exchange is not
available because on June 8th it’s being used as Faringdon’s Polling
Station and on July 13th it’s having a new floor laid. The United Church is
by the mini-roundabout at the crossroads at the bottom of Coxwell St.
There is some parking available behind the church accessed from Gravel
Walk, but, as the church is only about 100m from the Corn Exchange,
neither of Faringdon’s two public car parks are far away.
Looking further ahead to August, our Summer Lunch will be held on
Thursday 3rd August thanks to the continuing generosity of Steve and
Jenny Braithwaite. You’ll find more information about this always
enjoyable event on page 8 of this Newsletter
Let’s hope for a summer blessed with sun and blues skies.
Peter Smith
www.faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com .

Members’ News
We welcome 11 new members.
From Faringdon: Alison Auger; Lorna & Michael Claringbold; Robert &
Gillian Murray; Janice Spearing; Hilary Taylor
From Little Coxwell: Ann Hanwell
From Eynsham: Philip Norrington
From Longworth: Richard & Valerie Frost

WORKSHOPS
Workshops normally take place in the last week of the month on a
morning to suit the workshop leader. None are currently scheduled
but anyone who would like to run a workshop should contact
Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240929
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Faringdon & District U3A Committee 2017/18
Margaret Brown

Vice-Chairman/
Programme team

01367 615 385
geoffandmarn@tiscali.co.uk

Simon Coe

Secretary

01367 240 744
ssjcoe@btinternet.com

Neal Cotton

Groups
Co-ordinator

01367 252 495
91gometz@gmail.com

Liz Cunningham

Membership
Secretary

01367 242 626
membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk

Ricky
Cunningham

IT/Website Coordinator

01367 242 626
itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk

Peter Foot

Thames Valley
Rep

Rita Higazi

Events and
Venue Team

01367 244 494
ritahigazi@hotmail.com

Peter Robinson

Events and
Venue Team

01367 718 566
peterrobinsonnew@aol.com

Shela Rowan

Speakers
Co-ordinator

01367 243 636
smr280652@gmail.com

Peter Smith

Chairman

Alison Thomson

Publicity Coordinator

Nigel Wilkinson

Treasurer

01367 358 394
p.foot47@gmail.com

01367 241 241
pdes_smith@hotmail.com
01367 241 204
amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk
01367 242 809
nwilkinson@btinternet.com

Deadline for Autumn 2017 Newsletter
Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor:

Elizabeth Smith, 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon SN7 7JZ
Tel: 01367 241 241; Email: pdes_smith@hotmail.com
by Wednesday 16th August 2017
The Autumn Newsletter will cover September, October and November
It will be posted to all members in early September
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Images taken by
the Photography
Group during their
visit to the
Heritage Motor
Centre at Gaydon
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SUMMER LUNCH
Thursday 3rd August at 12.00
Our Summer Lunch will be held at
19 Coxwell Road thanks to the
continuing generosity of
Steve and Jenny Braithwaite.
All members are welcome to attend.
Meat, fish and vegetarian options will be provided together with bread etc.. There will also be wine and soft
drinks available.
Those who attend are asked to contribute either a salad
or a dessert which should be ‘ready-to-serve’ in a dish
that you should take away at the end.
To assist in gauging the number of attendees, in July we will be
asking you either to go to our website and click on a link that will
take you to a simple ‘response form’ or use the link in the
e-mail we’ll be sending you. We hope that those without e-mail
might have an ‘e-mail buddy’. If this isn’t possible then telephone
either Peter Robinson [01367 718 566] or Rita Higazi [01367 244
494] to say you intend to come.

PARKING
If you plan to come by car, please
park considerately and ‘car-share’ if
possible.
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Surrealism taught the Art History Group the creative
power of the subconscious mind.........
in these ‘corpse drawings’.
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting—Thursday 9th March

“Brunel’s ss Great Britain from launch to relaunch”
Ian Caskie
Our speaker on 9th March was Ian
Caskie, whose lifelong passion for
ships - especially ocean liners started when he was a boy watching the arrivals and departures at
Liverpool’s busy Pier Head in the
1950s and 60s. Fast forward many
years, during which Ian was a head
teacher in Bristol and, since 2007,
a Visitor Services volunteer with the ss
Great Britain Trust.
He was delighted that
so many members
came to hear him
speak about the remarkable story of her
original design through the different phases of her working life.
In building the ss Great Britain, the
second of his three great ships,
Isambard Kingdom Brunel (IKB)
successfully combined and adapted
the very best of cutting edge technologies to create the world’s first
transatlantic liner which was a true
wonder of the Victorian age.
However, the story begins in 1830
when The Great Western Steamship Company was established in

Bristol to compete directly with
Cunard and the directors made the
very brave decision to give the job
of chief consulting engineer to
Brunel. This was very brave as, at
that time, he had never built a ship
in his life. Initially, they wanted
him to design four wooden paddle
steamers like those of Cunard, but
Brunel was never
one to stick to the
plan. He wanted
to build a ship that
could travel to
New York from
Bristol. Ian explained how previous ships had wooden hulls and
many doubted that an iron hull as
designed by Brunel and driven
with a propeller could ever be successful. When ss Great Britain was
launched in 1843 she was the fastest, the biggest, the first ocean going ship made of iron and the first
transatlantic liner.
There was an initial problem. As
Ian explained, Bristol harbour is
linked to the river Avon through a
series of locks. The Bristol dock
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committee had agreed to widen the
locks so that the ship could pass
safely through but, at the time of
her launch, the work had not even
started. So, the ship was trapped in
Bristol for fifteen months while the
dock company completed the work.
She eventually squeezed out and
that was the last that Bristol saw of
her until 1970, as she always used
Liverpool as her home port.
The ship could travel with two hundred and fifty passengers but, on
that maiden voyage, only forty-five
people had bought tickets. Many
felt that a ship with an iron hull
would sink and they wanted to be
sure that she was safe, but she completed the voyage to New York in
fifteen days.
Calamity was about to happen, as
the ship left Liverpool in 1847 on a
foggy night, she struck the coast of
Ireland and was washed up on
shore. There were lots of passengers
on board, so it must have been terrifying for them, but they were all
taken off the next day. Brunel was
very angry and he built a break water arrangement around the stern of
the ship, to protect it from the winter storms until she could be floated
off the following year. This was
very expensive and the company
became bankrupt so had to sell off
the ss Great Britain.
Later she was used by another company to travel between Liverpool
and Melbourne taking passengers

wishing to start a new life in Australia. Ian showed the audience
many photographs of the conditions
on the ship for this long voyage
which took two months and, in the
1850s, cost seventy guineas (about
£5000 now) for first class passengers. We were intrigued to see photos of the live animals that were on
board, to be used during the voyage
(some in the kitchen!).
In the late 1870s there were fewer
passenger numbers to Australia, so
the ship was sold to an associate
company who wanted to use her as
a coal carrier. From 1882 she carried coal from South Wales to San
Francisco but, after two successful
journeys, she was caught in a very
bad storm near Cape Horn and suffered damage. As it was very expensive to carry out repairs she was
sold to the Falkland Island Company where eventually she was
abandoned.
In 1967 it was felt that ss Great
Britain should be bought home and
Sir Jack Hayward came to the rescue by funding the salvage journey
in 1970. She was returned to
Avonmouth docks and further work
was needed on the hull to make her
water-tight before she completed
her return journey to Bristol.
Since then, the trust has restored
and preserved the ship, which is
now a multi-award winning museum of international renown.
Ian’s talk ended with the opportu-
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nity for members to ask several
questions. Everyone was completely enthralled by his illustrated talk and the entire story of
such a very special ship.

A version of this account by Shela
Rowan appeared in the April edition
of The Folly.

Meeting—Thursday 13th April

“T E Lawrence—the man behind the myth”
Bjorn Watson
Our April meeting began with the
AGM and was followed by a talk on
T E Lawrence, Lawrence of Arabia,
by Bjorn Watson. Bjorn has been a
self-confessed Lawrence “nerd”
since his 20s when he saw the
Terence Rattigan Play “Ross”. Bjorn
explained that his aim was to give us
a flavour of the enigma and legend
which was T E Lawrence and help
us to understand what was the myth
and what the man.
Interest in Lawrence developed in
1919 when the public flocked to a
talk by American War correspondent
Lowell Thomas entitled “With Allenby in Palestine and with Lawrence in Arabia” at the Albert Hall.
The myth was reborn in 1962 by the
success of the David Lean film
“Lawrence of Arabia” starring Peter
O'Toole.
So, who was Lawrence? Thomas
Edward Lawrence CB, DSO was a
polymath, charismatic hero, Arabist,
linguist, scholar, archaeologist, historian, Fellow of All Souls, soldier,

guerrilla leader, recommended for
the VC, motorcycle nerd, fast boat
designer, flagellant, masochist,
consummate liar and self- publicist.
He was born on 16th August 1888
in Tremadoc, North Wales, the illegitimate son of Thomas Chapman,
a disinherited Irish baronet. Thomas's wife was a very religious and
mean-spirited woman nicknamed
the Holy Viper so it was perhaps
not surprising that Thomas abandoned his wife and fled to North
Wales with the governess. They
lived a furtive existence under the
surname Lawrence– moving from
place to place - and had five sons
including Ned (the name they
called TE).
In 1896 they settled in Oxford
where Mother ruled the roost – her
Latin motto which translates as “I
beat you not out of hatred, but out
of love” goes some way to explain
the complicated character and
sexuality of Lawrence in later life.
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Ned went to Oxford High where he
developed a passion for things
Gothic, including medieval romances and Crusader castles.
In 1907 he went up to Jesus College
Oxford where he met David
Hogarth who became very influential in his life. Lawrence commented that “I owed him everything
I had.”
In 1909 during his
last year at Oxford
Lawrence undertook
a tour of Palestine
and Syria – setting
off with £50 in his
pocket, a Mauser
pistol and a camera.
His visited numerous Crusader sites
and castles on his
long journey, was
attacked and beaten
up, and returned late
to university sick
and exhausted. He graduated a year
later with a First in History –
greatly helped by his thesis based
on his exploration of Syria and Palestine. Thus began his obsession
with Arabia.
In 1911 Hogarth arranged for him
to work as an archaeologist at the
excavation of Carchemish where he
developed his archaeological skills
and reputation. While there he had
a relationship with Selim Ahmed,
“Dahoum”, and arranged for him to
travel to Oxford where they appar-

ently scandalised locals by cycling
around the city in full Arab gear. In
January 1914 Lawrence was invited
to join a Sinai survey party which
was, in reality, a covert operation to
survey borders with the Ottoman
Empire. On the basis of skills
gained in that survey, Lawrence
joined the Geographical Section of
the War Office at the outbreak of
war, drawing maps of
the Middle East and in
December he joined
the staff of General
Murray in Cairo as an
Intelligence Officer. In
1916 he joined the
Arab Bureau which
was designed to forge
links with the Arab
population of the Ottoman Empire which
then encompassed the
whole of Arabia, Iraq,
Saudi Arabia, as far
south as Yemen and the whole of
Syria.
The Ottomans had built the Hejaz
Railway to connect Damascus with
Mecca in the early part of the century using German money and engineering. The British and the
Turks were vying for the support of
the Arabs - the Turks suggesting
that the Arabs had to unite with
them against the infidels while the
British were plying them with gold.
In June 1916 Sherriff Hussein of
Mecca led an Arab revolt against
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Turkey, Germany's ally. TE
proved to be a superb tactician
and guerrilla leader and his small
but effective group attacked
Turkish communication and supply routes including the Hejaz
Railway, tying down thousands
of Turkish troops and preventing
them fighting against regular Allied forces. Lawrence fought in
full Arab dress and was supported
by large amount of British gold,
armoured cars and other materiel.
He claimed to have blown up 79
bridges but it was probably only
23.
In the film “Lawrence of Arabia”
he is shown hurtling down a sand
dune on his camel firing into the
air, surrounded by 700 tribesmen
ambushing Turkish troops in a
wadi. In reality, he accidentally
shot his camel in the back of the
head and fell off as the camel
collapsed. However, his skills as
a guerrilla leader inspired leaders
in WW2 and, later, even Mao and
Che Guevara.
In June 1917, the Arab forces
won their first major victory seizing Aqaba, a strategically significant Red Sea port. Following this
TE supposedly traversed the Sinai desert to Cairo in 4 days – far
faster than is physically possible.
In Cairo, he was feted and recommended for a VC (which he was
not awarded).
In his book Seven Pillars he re-

counts how, in November 1917, he
was captured by the Turks and
beaten, raped and tortured. This may
be true or partially true or may be
another example of his flexible relationship with the truth. In 1918 he left
Arabia – his career there had lasted
less than 2 years, yet formed the basis
of his legend.
In 1919 he accompanied Faisal to the
Paris Peace Conference returning
very disillusioned having achieved
nothing. At the time, he was writing
his first book “Seven Pillars” the
script of which he left on a train and
he had to re-write it. In 1921, while
working at the Colonial Office he
accompanied Churchill, then Colonial
Secretary, at the Cairo Peace Conference at which the Former Turkish
Arab areas were partitioned.
In 1922, having resigned from the
Colonial Office, he tried to achieve
some anonymity by enlisting in the
RAF as John Ross. He was also indulging in regular beating and flagellation sessions with an ex-Marine,
Jock Bruce. For the next few years he
moved to the Tank Corps and then
back to the RAF before being posted
to Afghanistan. Transferred away
from there for getting too familiar
with the locals, he returned to the UK
and became involved in designing
aircraft to compete in the Schneider
Trophy and in fast-boat design.
He indulged his own love of speed
with a succession of fast motor-bikes
– all called George – and it was a mo-
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tor bike accident that ended his life
in May 1935. He had a simple funeral but one which was attended by
a long list of the great and the good
including the Astors, Winston Churchill and the portrait painter Augustus John.
Bjorn finished his fascinating talk by
taking us back to his description of
Lawrence at the beginning: Thomas
Edward Lawrence CB, DSO, poly-

math, charismatic hero, Arabist,
linguist, scholar, archaeologist,
historian, Fellow of All Souls,
soldier, guerrilla leader, recommended for the VC, motorcycle
nerd, fast boat designer, flagellant,
masochist, consummate liar and
self-publicist.
A version of this account by
Aileen Bridge appeared in the
May edition of The Folly.

Meeting—Thursday 11th May

“George Cruikshank: the man who drew
Oliver Twist”
Ian Keable
On Thursday 11th May we welcomed Ian Keable to our general
meeting with his talk on “George
Cruikshank: the man who drew
Oliver Twist”.
Ian is regarded as a top magician
and after dinner entertainer – a
Chartered Accountant turned
Magical Comedian - but today we
were treated to a truly magical account of George Cruikshank who
himself also had a change of career
back in the 19th century. Born in
1792 to Isaac Cruikshank and his
wife Mary, after a brief education
in Edgware, George spent much of
his childhood working with his
father who was an accomplished
political satirist and caricaturist.
Following in the tradition of Wil-

liam Hogarth and inspired by his
work along with Thomas Rowland
and James Gillray, George Cruikshank developed a reputation for
his anti-establishment caricatures.
His style of drawing, which ignored perspective – a comment on
the society of the time – used the
technique of a wall at the back of
his drawings to draw the eye. His
people were all drawn in profile
which made the caricature easier.
Hands, which were more difficult
to draw, were depicted either in
pockets or holding something. The
drawings were in black and white
and some were later hand coloured. Many famous ones include
the first cartoon of Bonaparte,
“State Miners” – a description of
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the sacking of the Treasury - and,
famously, “The Prince of Whales”
– a satire on the Prince Regent and
his extravagant lifestyle. It is believed that when he became king,
George paid Cruikshank £100
“NOT to caricature his majesty in
any immoral situations”.
In 1811 Isaac – an alcoholic - died
after a drinking
contest and
George, left to
care for his
mother and sister, began to excel, including
more animation
in his work particularly in facial
expressions and
even hands
which he had
found so difficult
earlier in his career. The contrasts in his later
works (particularly Bonaparte with
the Prince Regent works) illustrate
this clearly.
By 1819 George was becoming
less radical. He had recorded the
dreadful happenings of the Peterloo
Massacre in the very radical “A
Free Born Englishman” and collaborated with William Hone on a
text and graphics booklet called
“The House That Jack Built”, using
wood engraving which meant that
the text and graphics could be pro-

duced together for the first time.
100,000 copies were distributed,
making it very successful for them
both. They were convinced that it
was the printing press that could
save Britain, believing that “the pen
is mightier than the sword”, echoing
his less radical views.
His next works were a commentary
on “Life in London” through the
eyes of two cousins. They were
seen in a series of
situations including coffee houses,
at a fortune teller
and in an amusing
picture tipping a
night-watchman
out of his box.
They were an instant and unprecedented success and
more and more
copies were in demand.
By about 1820 political satire was in
decline and Cruikshank needed to
take his artistic talent in a new direction which was when he began to
illustrate books. In 1823 he worked
to great acclaim, on two volumes of
fairy tales from the Brothers
Grimm. This was followed by requests to re-illustrate the novel
“Robinson Crusoe”. In the 1830s,
he illustrated for Charles Dickens,
notably “Oliver Twist” and
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“Sketches by Boz”. In these works
he returned to using both perspective and detail, but a difference of
opinion meant that their collaboration quickly soured when Cruikshank wanted a partnership but
Dickens would not agree. He also
worked with Sir Walter Scott and
William Ainsworth.
In the 1840s George Cruikshank
became interested in the Temperance Movement and campaigned
passionately for the abolition of
alcohol, possibly after his experiences with his father and also his
brother Robert, both alcoholics.
He illustrated “The Bottle” depicting those who drank too
much - which became a very popular work. It was a series of eight
pictures showing the steps to doom
brought about by alcoholism. It was
at this time that Punch appeared for
the first time, but he refused to
write for it. He was renowned,
however, for being the first to use
speech bubbles in his drawings and
depicting both large crowds or just
simple drawings. He had hoped that
“The Worship of Bacchus” would
be his life’s masterpiece, but this
was not to be so and it is now no
longer on display
Cruikshank was, for a time, the
most renowned illustrator in England. He was favourably referred to
as the "Modern Hogarth" by critics,
as a compliment to Cruikshank's
talent and style, but also vilified by

some critics. Around 1870 he suffered a stroke which caused his
hands to tremble. His talents began to decline and he received
fewer and fewer commissions. His
financial circumstances deteriorated and he found himself in difficulty. His final work as an illustrator, produced in 1878, was entitled “The Rose and the Lily”.
George Cruikshank lived his entire life in London, and seldom if
ever left the city. He was married
twice. His first wife Mary Ann
Walker (1807–1849) died and two
years later on March 7, 1851, he
married Eliza Widdison. Neither
marriage produced children, but
upon his death in 1878 at the age
of 85, it was discovered that
Cruikshank had fathered 11 illegitimate children with his long
time mistress, Adelaide Attree, a
former servant of Cruikshank and
his wife, who lived down the
street from them. He was buried
in St Paul’s Cathedral.
We were all thoroughly engrossed
by this entertaining and informative insight into the life of a fascinating man and amused by the
revelation of his secret life at the
end.
A version of this account by Margaret Brown will appear in the
June edition of The Folly.
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FARINGDON GROUPS
Art
Kay Fox
01367 240604
Ashmolean
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Astronomy
Stuart Priest
01367 240118
Blues & Roots
Sheila Donovan
01367 243363
Books
Kay Chamberlain
01367 242647
Bridge - All levels
Steve Braithwaite
01367 240929
Cryptic Crosswords
Peter Smith
01367 241241
Current Affairs
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
Embroidery
Suellen Pedley
01367 710680
Family History
Ian Clarkson
01793 782836
Folk Dancing
Val Hudspeth
01367 241035
Foreign Language Films
Robin Stewart
01367 241295
French Conversation
Françoise Stacey
01367 241813
French Intermediate & Advanced Carolyn Williams
01367 241208
Gardeners
Christina Field
01367 241265
German
Victoria Paleit
01865 821594
Golf Croquet (summer)
Steve Braithwaite
01367 240929
History
Mike Iremonger
01367 241361
History of Art
Mairead Boyce
01367 243065
Italian—Beginners
Sandra Cooper
01367 243831
Jazz
Patrick Wheare
01367 241927
Mah Jong
Carolyn Clarkson
01793 782836
Military History
Bjorn Watson
01793 782748
Music Appreciation
Beryl Cooper
01367 242908
Opera
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Photography
Anthony Burdall
01367 240713
Play Reading
Mary Love
01367 710754
Poetry
Sandra Cooper
01367 243831
Qigong
Janette Saville
01367 243958
Quilting
Valerie Burdall
01367 240713
Quiz
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Ramblers
Kay Chamberlain
01367 242647
Recorder Consort
Peter Smith
01367 241241
Science & Technology
Ron Colyer
01793 782363
Scrabble
Lynn Pettit/Sylvia Bowley
242019/241296
Seams like fun
Valerie Burdall
01367 240713
Spanish - Intermediate
Robin Stewart
01367 241295
Striders
Françoise Stacey
01367 241813
Strollers
Lynn Pettit
01367 /242019
Sunday Lunch
Sheila Donovan/Sylvia Bowley 243363/241296
Theatre Goers
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Travel
Sylvia Bowley
01367 241296
Ukulele
Jenny Braithwaite
01367 240929
Wine Appreciation
Ricky Cunningham
01367 242626
Yoga
Jane Archer
01793 782876

19

NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator
Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or email 91gometz@gmail.com
 Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of

groups is provided on page 18.
 Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the

Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has
room for new members.
 All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but

before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups Coordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest
Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s).
 For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester

Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street.

ART
It is hoped to start an Art class in September. It will be for all levels of
ability from beginners upwards. We have been fortunate in finding someone who will lead us in a variety of workshops, but details as to venue/
days/times are not yet finalised.
More information at a later date which will cover this, and what materials
to bring and the cost.
Please contact one of us for more information.
Alison Burfitt - 01367 241 049
Kay Fox - 01367 240 604 - philippafox@btinternet.com
Christine Moorhouse - 01367 244 434 - chrismoorhouse@talktalk.net

ASHMOLEAN
For the last two visits for this season of the Ashmolean Group, on 1st June
we will consider ‘Archaeologists and their collections’ followed on 6th
July by ‘Coins and Money and the stories they tell’.
A new programme for 2017 – 2018 is being discussed with the Ashmolean
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Museum; we hope that it will include another session with Dinah Reynolds looking at ‘English Pottery and porcelain’ and another look at
Mughal Paintings plus the Print Room for ‘Michelangelo and Raphael
drawings’.
The meetings are on the first Thursday of the month; meetings start with
the group gathering at 11:00 am at a suitable location within the museum
and will take approximately one hour. Arrangements have been made for a
second visit each month if required to accommodate all those wishing to
attend – hence there are sufficient places to accommodate all interested.
For details please contact Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon
Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net Tel: 01367 240 713)

ASTRONOMY
There are no longer monthly meetings but up-to-date information can be
found in the monthly Astronomy Newsletter posted on our website.
For more information contact coordinator Stuart Priest 01367 240 118 .

BLUES & ROOTS
This group explores the Roots of the Blues and Popular Music including a
variety of music genres – from folk, country, jazz, gospel, rock ‘n’ roll and
British rhythm & blues of the 50s and 60s to contemporary blues/
rock. Podcasts provide themed historical context and early recordings. In
addition we watch and/or listen to concerts, performances and documentaries. Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday each month at The Bell
Hotel, Faringdon at 2.30pm.
More detailed information and updates are made available to group members by email. To be added to the mailing list please contact Sheila Donovan at sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk or 01367 243 363.

BRIDGE
Bridge Lessons
All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church
Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park)
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from 10am to noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given below:
Intermediate (each lesson is repeated on a different date)
No lessons in June
No lessons in July
Mon 7th August & Wed 9th August
Experienced
No lesson in June
Wed 26th July
No lesson in August
If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to
attend.
For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite
(01367 240 929 or steve.bridge1@gmail.com)

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS
We meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about a couple
of hours including a refreshment break.
The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’
or ‘The Observer Everyman’ standard. Over the year members accumulate
points to find the year’s ‘top solver’ We also look at things of interest to
‘cruciverbalists’, brought together in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued
at the meeting. A new puzzle compiled by members of the group will appear in a forthcoming issue of Third Age Matters.
We will meet on: 23rd June, 28th July, 25th August
If you are interested in joining, or would like to know more, contact Peter
Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

CURRENT AFFAIRS
We meet usually on the second Thursday of the month at 10.30am,
at 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon. All are welcome.
Contact Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929, jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk
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EMBROIDERY
A small but dedicated group meets on the second Tuesday of each month
at 59 Folly View Road. Faringdon, by kind invitation of Mrs Maria
Pugh, from 2.00 pm till 4.00 pm.
New members are very welcome, from absolute beginners to the more
experienced worker.
For more details contact Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680
or suellenpedley@aol.com).

FAB (FARINGDON APPRECIATION OF BERNERS)
We have been meeting for over three years now and have looked at Lord
Berners' autobiographical writing, his art through his recently rediscovered
paintings, been generously invited to tea at Faringdon House by Sofka
Zinovieff and had free rein at the Folly Tower. However, most of Lord
Berners' art work is in private collections; his music would have been introduced through the knowledge and skills of Patrick Zentler-Munro. After
discussion in April, the Group decided that we have probably explored as
much as we are able. We had hoped to publish a Tourist Information
Leaflet, but sufficient funding has not been available. We have collected a
lot of information on the way, which we shall archive and hopefully make
accessible to the town.
I would like to say thank you to all those who took part in and contributed
to the Group - we do have a much better understanding of Lord Berners
and have had fun on the way.
Janet Deane, Group Leader

FAMILY HISTORY
The next meeting of the Experienced group, aimed at those who have already made significant progress with their research, will be on Friday 28th
July. We will have updates from members of the group who have managed to make progress over the summer, followed by our customary wall
demolishing session. Until further notice we will continue to meet at 25
Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, starting at 11:00am. If you are interested in
joining this lively group please get in touch.
Regrettably a lack of demand means that, for the first time in eight years,
the beginners course will not run.
Ian Clarkson (01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com).
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FOLK DANCING
Our small but very friendly group is now a little larger. If we could just
persuade a few more of you to "give us a try" - that would be marvellous.
We meet on the first Thursday of each month at the Catholic Church Hall
(entrance behind Budgens Car Park) at 2.30pm. Our next sessions will be:
Thursday 1st June, 6th July, we break for August, 7th September.
Contact Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com).

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS
Wednesday 14th June
Our next film will be Jonathan Cenzual Burley's "El alma de las moscas",
a low budget Spanish road film set in Salamanca. This is a "magic realism
tale" of 2 brothers who meet for the first time on the way to the funeral of
their father, whom they never knew - a journey where memories are mixed
with dreams, and death is just another character. The film is in Spanish
with English subtitles.
The film will be shown at 2 for 2.15 pm at 14 The Pines, Faringdon.
For more information please contact Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295.

GARDENERS
Thursday 15th June
Visit to Snowshill Manor and Garden. This is a National Trust property,
so please bring your membership card with you if you have one. Otherwise the entrance is £10.80. Meet in the GSCP at 11am. We are using the
Community Bus, the cost of which is £7.25 per person.
Thursday 20th July (Please note change of venue)
Janet Cornley has kindly invited us to visit her garden at La Elva, Canada
Lane, Faringdon . Meet at Janet’s house at 2.30pm
Thursday, 17th August
Visit to Buscot Park. Again this is a National Trust property, so please
bring your membership card with you if you have one. Meet in the
GSCP at 2.15pm for car sharing to Buscot.
For more information please contact Christina Field on 01367 241 265
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GOLF CROQUET
Will be held on the following dates (weather permitting) Please phone first
Monday 31st July
at Livingstone House, 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon from 2pm onwards.
Contact Steve & Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240 929
or email: steve.jenny@hotmail.com
For other dates and venues in June and July, please email
Pam Walsh on mrs.pam.walsh@gmail.com

HISTORY OF ART
We meet on the third Thursday at 2 pm in The Old Town Hall.
At our June meeting we will be looking at "Abstract Expressionism". In
July we will have our Summer outing; details will be sent to all members
by email. In August we will take a break.
All are welcome.
Contact Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065
or boycemairead@aol.com

ITALIAN AS BEGINNERS
Italiano Come Principianti
We are a self-run group getting together to learn Italian. We still consider
ourselves to be beginners and tread carefully into the realms of language. We meet in our homes and organise learning in turns. Meetings
are held on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month at 10.00am.
If you would like to join us for a relaxed yet focussed look at Italian, contact Sand Cooper on 01367 243 831 or sand.co15@rocketmail.com

JAZZ
Our last meeting before the summer break is on Monday 12th June when
Keith Gorton will be looking at The Aristocracy of Jazz. Then we’ll take a
two month summer break before starting again on 11th September. Rachel
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Holt and Jan Hall, and Garry Tomlinson will be among the stars keeping
you in a jazzy autumnal mood. Details in the next newsletter.
We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library,
Gloucester Street, from 10.30am to about noon. We try to cover all aspects
of jazz from the early days to the present time. If you’re interested just
turn up. There’s no need to book or ring in advance. We charge £1 a time
to cover costs (including the occasional outside speaker) and tea/coffee
and lemon drizzle cake produced by Linda Leggett, Faringdon’s finest
lemon drizzle cake maker.
For more information ring or email Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or
patandeve@wheare.me) or Robin Ison (01865 821 154 or rrison@chemintermediates.com).

MAH JONG
We usually meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month from
2.00 – 4.00pm. We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New
members are always welcome.
Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue
Please note that, because of holidays, venues for the coming months
have been switched:
7th June
21st June
5th July
19th July
2nd August
16th August

Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)

For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com, or
Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin@fsmail.com.

MILITARY HISTORY
The Military History Group meets on the first Thursday of the month and
we consider an eclectic range of topics. In the past few months we have
covered both the Italian Campaign and the Burma Campaign in World
War Two.
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Our next meeting will be on Thursday 1st June at 10.30 am and is entitled
“The Tin Openers” – the story of the secret team of RN divers in WW1
that dived on recently sunk German submarines to obtain radio code
books, minefield plans, etc. The meeting will take place at Walnut Tree
Cottage, 9A Stainswick Lane, Shrivenham SN6 8DU.
We will follow this on Thursday 6th July with a talk on “The Chindits”
but please note there is no meeting in August. Our September meeting will
be on Bosnia-Herzegovina, the post-UN period, post-war joint restoration
and reconstruction. You are very welcome to join us.
For more information, please contact Bjorn Watson at bjornwatson@btinternet.com or on 01793 782 748.

MUSIC APPRECIATION
We meet, as always, on the 4th (not always the last - it is easy to be caught
out by this! ) Monday of the month, at 10.15 for 10.30, in Faringdon Library.
26th June

Unfinished Business

May I remind members that I would like to know, because of seating,
whether or not you will be attending each meeting.
Beryl Cooper on 01367 242 908 or email beryl.cooper12@gmail.com

OPERA
After our Mozart fest and a much debated Tchaikovsky, on 12th June we
have an extended show (start at 4:00pm) for Wagner’s ‘Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg’ in a much praised production from Glyndebourne
Opera. For the final opera of the season, on 10th July, we shall see Rossini’s ‘Il Turco in Italia’ from Zurich Opera.
A programme for next year as been established and will be published on
the web site.
As previously, there will be three showings. These are:
First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon)
usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A Monthly Meeting.
Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm;
The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, Far-
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ingdon);
The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines, Faringdon) typically starting at 2:00pm finishing at approximately 5:00pm.
For details please contact Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or
anthony.burdall@burdall.net), Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or
Linda Leggett (01367 241 430).
Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Images from the various activities over the past three months – March,
April and May – are shown in the Newsletter, depending on editorial decisions. These activities included in March a Photographic exercise Treasure
Hunt, Shrivenham, and in May an expedition to Blenheim Palace and
grounds ‘Historic landscape’; the April photo review included images
from Gloucester Cathedral and Docks and the Heritage Motor Centre,
Gaydon.
The last two meetings of the 2017-18 season will be a Photographic expedition to Crofton Beam Engines and Wilton Windmill on 14th June and
photo competition and photo review on 12th July. Also there was an additional meeting on 23rd May for a private photographic expedition to Buscot Park and Gardens when it is closed to the public to photograph the gardens and parkland..
A new programme for 2017 – 2018 is being established and will be published on the web site. As before it will contain a mixture of photographic
expeditions followed on subsequent meetings with a review of photographs taken, and discussion sessions. Regular bi-monthly assignments
will be set. In addition there will be repeat visits to places previously visited which will be arranged on an ad hoc basis.
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at
2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel:
01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).
Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce better images.
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PLAY READING
The Play Reading Group meets on the first Thursday of the month from
1030-1230 in Faringdon Library.
For more information contact Mary Love on 01367 710 754
or maryvivienlove@yahoo.com

POETRY
We meet on the third Monday of the month at 10.30am in Faringdon
Library.
Bring ideas, panache and rhyme sometimes.
If you'd like to know more call Sand Cooper (01367 243 831 or
sand.co15@rocketmail.com).

QIGONG
Weekly one hour sessions on Fridays 10am to 11am. in The Pump House,
Jubilee Room. (Please note there are a few dates that the room is not available, so please make contact before attending for the first time.)
A "relaxed" and "qi full" group working together to improve our wellbeing. We are of mixed abilities so please do come and join us. Qigong is an
enjoyable form of exercise. Using gentle movements it will help to improve circulation and mobility for all. Our core practice is based on the Tai
Chi Qigong Shibashi form which is accessible for the less mobile as it can
also be practised whilst sitting.
A contribution towards the room hire of £10 for a 5 week block, or £3 per
week attended.
For more information please contact Janette Saville (01367 243 958)
or janettesaville@icloud.com

QUILTING
The Patchwork & Quilting Group meets on the last Wednesday of the
month from 2pm - 4pm at 2 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY.
Beginners and long-term quilters are all very welcome. We teach hand and
machine quilting.
For more information contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713
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QUIZ
th

th

9 June

11th August

14 July

Why not come along to our group? It is fun! The questions vary as do the
quizmasters! But there are no prizes and no particular battles either! Get
your little grey cells working. In the Old Town Hall, Faringdon at 10am
on the above Fridays. Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241296 or
email sylkenbow@talktalk.net

RAMBLERS
All walks are scheduled for the 4th Thursday in each month.
See the website for details. New ramblers welcome.
Contact Kay Chamberlain on 01367 242 647 or kaycham@tiscali.co.uk

RECORDER CONSORT
The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere
on instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows access to a
wide range of music. We normally meet in the afternoons of the third and
last Thursday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually
starting at 2.00pm.
We will meet on:
15th & 29th June

20th & 27th July

17th & 31st August

Some of us will be playing at the Peace Fete at Coleshill on 1st July
Contact Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Science and Technology Group Summer Programme
June – Self-organised visit to Oxford Science Festival from 16th – 21st
June. For details of the schedule of events, go to
www.oxfordshiresciencefestival.com/events.html.
4th July – Talk entitled “Cybersecurity – what lessons can be learnt from
pay television piracy?” by Graham Turner.
August – no meeting.
Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com or from the website
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SCRABBLE
We meet on the second Monday of the month from 2.00 - 4.00pm. Sylvia
and I are planning to hand over the leadership of this popular and friendly
group. We have been doing it for 10 years! Sharing the leadership has
worked well, so if two of you would be prepared to give it a go, we would
be delighted to hear from you. If storing the equipment or hosting the
group at home is a problem, I would be happy to help you look for alternative venues. So the last four sessions under the current arrangements are
as follows:
Monday 12th June
Monday 10th July
Monday 14th August
Monday 11th September

Lynn’s (14 Spinage Close, Faringdon)
Lynn’s (14 Spinage Close, Faringdon)
Sylvia’s (53 Town End Road, Faringdon)
Lynn’s (14 Spinage Close, Faringdon)

For further information contact Sylvia Bowley (01367 241 296) or Lynn
Pettit (01367 242 019).
SEAMS LIKE FUN
Meetings take place from 2 to 4 pm on the first Monday of the month.
If you would like to go back to dress-making or start from scratch come
and join us at 2 Fernham Road Faringdon.
For details contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713.

STRIDERS
Walks will be advertised on the website in due course.
Contact Françoise Stacey b.f.stacey@outlook.com or 01367 241 813.

STROLLERS
I’m sorry that I won’t be able to lead the Strollers group any more. I had a
bad fall on holiday in Swanage and have a complex fracture of the wrist.
It’s still very painful and only healing slowly. It has apparently
‘collapsed’ and unfortunately my confidence and mobility have collapsed
with it!
There are guest leaders lined up for the summer walks as follows:
Tuesday 27th June Jane Archer (01793 782 876)
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Tuesday 25th July Pam Walsh (01367 244 804)
Tuesday 22nd August Marcus Lapthorn (01367 242 559)
Please meet at GSCP at 10.00am as usual, and contact the relevant leader
for further details.
Obviously I hope that someone (or preferably two people) who are
younger and fitter will take over this group. It has flourished first under
Rona Bingham’s leadership and then mine since the formation of Faringdon U3A. It would be a shame to see it fold.
I would be happy to offer advice and suggestions to anyone considering
taking this on.
Lynn Pettit (01367 242 019)

SUNDAY LUNCH
th

Sunday 18 June - Barrington Arms, Shrivenham - Carvery. 12.15
Sunday 16th July - Bell Hotel, Faringdon - Carvery. 12.15
Sunday 20th August - Waggon and Horses, Southmoor - Carvery or
choice from menu. 12.15
Sign up on lists at monthly meeting or contact Sheila Donovan on 01367
243 363 or sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk

THEATREGOERS
NO NEW BOOKINGS AT PRESENT but
KEEP CHECKING THE WEBSITE – IT’S REGULARLY UPDATED

All members are welcome to join us on any trip. Also, should you wish to
go to the venue as a tourist or shopper and not the theatre, then it would be
possible to use the coach as transport only. We do have a mailing list of
interested members, and when we book an outing anybody on that list will
receive notification, so if you do not receive such emails (or letters) and
would like to, then contact Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296
or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added.
Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is Jane Horey, 01793
766 177 or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk
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UKULELE
We are a largely self-taught group of players.
Is there a U3A member who has a superior knowledge to ours, who would
be willing to give us an hour or two's tuition to "take us to the next level"?
Please phone Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929

WINE APPRECIATION RELAUNCH
When Charles Garrett wound up his brilliant monthly talks on wine, many
of his enthusiastic pupils began discussing how to find a new format that
could continue our education in wine, but without being a pale shadow of
his approach. Today we proudly announce the launch of Wine Appreciation – A New Vintage.
Over the next year, we want to learn about, talk about, taste and compare
wines that will help us choose the best – whether for a daily glass, a dinner
party or even a wedding. We will meet every two months in Faringdon or
nearby. All U3A members are welcome and there’s no annual subscription, just a charge for each event you come to.
The first cork will be pulled on our 18th July visit to a vineyard – possibly
Gloucestershire’s Three Choirs Vineyard. We’ll then have a tasting talk
from a wine merchant in September, followed by a chance for members to
share their enthusiasms, the traditional group lunch and finally a quiz, plus
ideas for year two, next April.
We need to finalise numbers quickly for the vineyard trip so please go to
the Wine Group page on the U3A website where you’ll find a vineyard
booking form, a link for registering general interest plus a fuller description of our plans. So whether you already enjoy a wide repertoire of wines
or find yourself intimidated by the acres on offer in the supermarket, we’re
sure you’ll find this a rewardingly sociable way of spending an afternoon
every couple of months, plus you’re likely to get more out each time you
open a bottle. Cheers!
For more information contact Ricky Cunningham on 01367 242 626
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YOGA
Five fortnightly sessions started on 24th April. No previous experience
is needed. The classes are designed specifically to help with mobility in
older people while still holding to the principles of Hatha Yoga. The
classes will be from 3-4pm and cost £10 to cover the hire of the
room. It is possible to attend 1 class, as a taster, for £2. More classes
are planned if there is sufficient demand
Please contact Jane Archer on 01793 782 876.

Photography Group’s ‘Shrivenham Treasure Hunt’

34

Thames Valley Network
News
For our members, the main benefit of the link to the U3A Thames Valley
Network is the opportunity it offers for attending day-long events on specific subjects that can be studies in depth with experts.
The programme for 2017 currently is:
23rd June - Einstein Day - Benson
5th July - SE Region Research Conference - Royal Holloway
10th August - William Morris at Kelmscott - Kelmscott
23rd September— Crop Growth and Climate Change - Benson
18th October—Gilbert and Sullivan - Harwell
15th November—Archaeology Day - Benson
23rd November—TVN Workshop - Benson
We are encouraged to offer our own subjects for the TVN programme:
there are resources available for this and the Events Team exists to assist
turn a bright idea into a working programme.
Every effort will be made to let you know of the booking forms as soon as
they are published: this is key to avoiding disappointment. Don’t hesitate
to contact the TVN for any queries: p.foot47@gmail.com.
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Faringdon & District Theatre Group
All cheques to be made out to :
Faringdon U3A Theatre Account
and sent to Mrs J. Horey, 73 Eastrop, Highworth, SN6 7AT.
PERFORMANCE………………………………………………
AT………………………THEATRE, ON…………………….
I REQUIRE……………….TICKETS and am enclosing
£................... [ = the cost of ticket x number required.]
Don’t forget to mark back of cheque with performance.
NAME………………………………………………………….
TEL.
NO………………….EMAIL…………………………………..
All correspondence where possible will be by email so if you have
an email please make sure we have it. If you don't you will still receive the information. This form is a standard one for ALL our
theatre outings and therefore we need the information for each
performance/theatre to be separate. Therefore if you are booking
two separate outings please use two forms, with separate cheques
marking the back of the cheque also. Thanks.
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Strollers at
Eastleach

Two examples
from the
Photography
Group’s
assignment
‘Still Life’

