Autumn 2017 Newsletter

Summer Lunch
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Meetings Calendar
Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each
month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a welcome from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting
speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group
Leaders and socialise.
Thursday 14th September
With the interesting title, “The Fair Sex - Women and the Great Western Railway” this month’s talk is given by local author Dr Rosa Matheson. Dr Matheson is a well-known railway historian who has published a
book on this topic. The Great Western Railway struggled with what was
called ‘the women’s question’ for many years. It had heartily agreed with
The Railway Sheet and Official Gazette that ‘the first aim of women’s
existence is marriage, that accomplished, the next is ordering the home’.
Yet women were the cheapest form of labour and this presented a dilemma for the company.
Thursday 19th October
Note: 3rd week of the month
In a change to the previously advertised programme, we are delighted to
welcome Anne Roberts from the Thames Valley Ancient Egypt Society
who will tell us about “Kha the architect and his wife Merit”. This is
the story of a middle class couple who lived in Ancient Egypt in about
1500 BC, whose unplundered tomb was found in 1906. The entire contents of this tomb are in Turin Museum and it provides an unique insight
into everyday life and death in ancient Egypt.
Thursday 9th November
Captain William Wells last gave a talk to our U3A in 2010. This time the
title of his talk will be “London’s Liquid History.” about the River
Thames from its source to the sea. We will learn about its bridges, weirs,
locks, islands, ferries, tunnels docks and tides. Certainly, a lecture not to
miss!
Thursday 14th December
Brian Freeland, will give us “The View from the Wings.” This talk,
reviewed as ‘slightly saucy’, provides a sideways look at theatre from the
stage manager’s point of view. Brian’s long career in theatre provided experience of the National Theatre and Scottish Opera amongst many other
Art venues.
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Thursday 11th January 2018
Our annual January Japes meal will be followed by entertainment from
well-known local actor and singer, Dave Headey. Dave has promised a
special type of entertainment to follow the meal for the first meeting of
2018.
Thursday 8th February
“The Story of the Volkswagen Beetle” is the title of our talk this month
by Bob McFarlane. The Volkswagen beetle, officially the Volkswagen
Type 1, was manufactured and marketed by German car maker Volkswagen from 1938 until 2003. This talk will take you through the life of the
VW Beetle from utility vehicle to film star and will touch on a brief history of the British car industry. If you’re a car enthusiast, interested in recent history or just interested, this talk will appeal.
Thursday 8th March
Graham Carter, a local journalist and historian will talk about Alfred
Williams who was a poet, author, historian, linguist and naturalist living
in South Marston in the late 19th/early 20th century.
Thursday 12th April
Our AGM will be followed by David Dalton on ‘Life as an author’.
David is a qualified mining engineer. He took to writing seriously after
retiring from the minerals industry and will introduce his talk by telling
how and why he became a writer. From his experience in Cape Town, he
will let us into what it was like to be a freelance journalist and how that
experience led to his first few books. He will then talk about the incidents
that led to the stories based in the UK, “Welcome to Oakhaven” and “Best
in show”. He will go on to tell how he develops a story from a basic idea.
During the talk, he will mention some of the incidents in his books but
will not read from them as each person imagines a character and hears
their voice in a different way. Finally, based on his own experience, he
will say a few words about publishing and marketing.
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Chairman’s Message
It’s been an eventful three months since my Summer 2017 message!
In the last week in May (so too late to include in the Summer Newsletter),
members of the Quilting Group presented the fruits of several months
labour to the town. They undertook the daunting task of representing the
history and heritage of Faringdon through nine expertly executed panels.
As well as All Saints church and its wrought iron-embellished main door,
the panels depict Faringdon House, the Folly Tower and Lord Berners as a
woodman sawing a branch high up in one of the trees surrounding the
Tower. Another panel shows two pink pigeons perched on the hand of the
church clock. The Old Town Hall, raised on its sandstone columns and the
war memorial beneath it feature on two further panels. The set is
completed by a depiction of Dr Foster (of Gloucester!) who features on a
ceramic plaque on the facade of a Gloucester St house. There’s a
photograph (by Anthony Burdall) of the presentation ceremony in the Old
Town Hall on page 12.
In June and July our monthly general meetings were in the United Church:
the Corn Exchange was unavailable due the General Election in June and
because of the installation of a new Corn Exchange floor in July. The
church proved to be a good substitute venue and thanks go to members of
the United Church who made us so welcome.
In July a number of our members could be heard performing in ‘miniconcerts’ at the annual Coleshill Peace Fete. Both the Recorder Consort
and the Ukulele Group played to a decent-sized audience which included
the guest of honour, the veteran campaigner Bruce Kent.
Faringdon U3A also featured in the Summer Issue of Third Age Matters
with a crossword puzzle compiled by members of the Cryptic Crosswords
Group. If you’ve not tried it, the puzzle is on page 45 of the magazine.
However, our biggest event was, of course, the annual Summer Lunch
which took place on 3rd August. It was attended by a record number of
members - almost 130 came. We are very grateful to Steve and Jenny
Braithwaite for again allowing use of their garden and for their inputs
throughout our ‘occupation’. I would also like to pay tribute to the hard
work by the Committee before, during and after the event. The ordering of
the food was the responsibility of the unflappable Rita Higazi. She used
local suppliers for the sides of salmon, the sliced ham, the rounds of
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cheese and the quiches. She also undertook the preparation of the most
attractive table decorations. Peter Robinson selected the wines and soft
drinks, researching good deals on good wine – his selections were
certainly approved of! The Committee (together with several other
members – you know who you are!) worked hard in not particularly
clement weather on the evening of 2nd August to erect seven gazebos and
deploy more than two dozen tables and over 100 chairs. On the morning of
the 4th the Committee were busy laying tables, preparing the serving areas
and generally making ready. When it came to serving the savoury course,
Rita and Shela Rowan were joined by Elizabeth Smith and Maggie
Robinson who served everyone in just over 30 minutes. Deployment of
desserts was efficiently done and everyone had their ‘puds’ in quick time
before tea and coffee was available to enjoy while recorders and ukuleles
were played. The Committee (joined by several other members - again you
know who you are!) ‘mucked in’ to facilitate a complete clear up after
lunchers had departed. By about 4.30pm the gazebos were down and
packed away, tables and chairs had been stowed or taken away and the
garden was returned to its original state. All members of the Committee
and all helpers deserve a pat on the back for a job well done. Photographs
of the Lunch by Nigel Wilkinson are on the cover and on page 12.
Looking ahead to the Autumn, we have some interesting speakers lined up
on a wide range of topics. Note that the October meeting is a week later in
the month than normal – the 19th October. We also have our annual Open
Day on Tuesday 3rd October. Details on page 30. Do come along and see
what’s on offer and, if you know someone who is contemplating joining
U3A, make sure you encourage them to attend.
Peter Smith
www.faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com .

Members’ News
We welcome 5 new members.
From Faringdon: Alison Burfitt; Jim & Helen Mynors; Wendy Tynan
From Meysey Hampton: Debbie Hewitt
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Faringdon & District U3A Committee 2017/18
Margaret Brown

Vice-Chairman/
Programme team

01367 615 385
geoffandmarn@tiscali.co.uk

Simon Coe

Secretary

01367 240 744
ssjcoe@btinternet.com

Neal Cotton

Groups
Co-ordinator

01367 252 495
91gometz@gmail.com

Liz Cunningham

Membership
Secretary

01367 242 626
membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk

Ricky
Cunningham

IT/Website Coordinator

01367 242 626
itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk

Peter Foot

Thames Valley
Rep

01367 358 394
p.foot47@gmail.com

Rita Higazi

Events and
Venue Team

01367 244 494
ritahigazi@hotmail.com

Peter Robinson

Events and
Venue Team

01367 718 566
peterrobinsonnew@aol.com

Shela Rowan

Speakers
Co-ordinator
Chairman

01367 243 636
smr280652@gmail.com
01367 241 241
pdes_smith@hotmail.com

Alison Thomson

Publicity Coordinator

01367 241 204
amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk

Nigel Wilkinson

Treasurer

Peter Smith

01367 242 809
nwilkinson@btinternet.com

Deadline for Winter 2017 Newsletter
Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor:

Elizabeth Smith, 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon SN7 7JZ
Tel: 01367 241 241; Email: pdes_smith@hotmail.com
by Wednesday 15th November 2017
The Winter Newsletter will cover December, January and February
It will be posted to all members in early December

7

Message in a Bottle Scheme
There can be many problems faced by the Emergency Services
when they are called into the home of someone who lives on their
own and who has, perhaps, collapsed or been involved in an incident.
Who is this person?
What medication are they taking?
Are they allergic to anything?
Who is their next of kin?
Are there any pets in the house?
This is where the `Message in a Bottle' is invaluable as it is there to
help vulnerable people who are potentially at risk.
The plastic bottle measures approximately 4 ins high and 2 ins in
diameter. Personal information such as medical conditions, regular
medications, allergies, doctor's details and details of next of kin are
written on a form provided and placed inside the bottle. The information inside could prove critical in deciding any appropriate treatment or other necessary action.
The bottle is placed in the fridge and a green sticker is placed on
the outside door of the fridge. The second sticker is placed on the
inside of the main entrance door (so that it is not visible to unwelcome callers) to alert all emergency services to its existence.
The Message in a Bottle scheme is strongly supported by local
Emergency Services who are impressed by the simplicity of the
system. It is also now a national scheme, run throughout the country by Lions Clubs and some other organisations all with the same
aim - ensuring that their community is being helped to the maximum. There are now over 81000 of these little bottles in fridges in
Oxfordshire alone.
Would you like one? The bottles are available from the Health
Centre in Faringdon or by contacting Maddy Radburn on 01993
772241or email maddy@johnradburn.org.uk.

8

ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting—Thursday 8th June

“The Gulf War”
Peter Sharpe
On Thursday 8th June we welcomed Brigadier (Retd) Peter
Sharpe to our general meeting with
his talk on The Gulf War.
Peter began his talk with a brief
explanation of his background in
logistics and planning. He went on
to set the scene explaining that by 1990
the Berlin Wall was
down and a great
number of British
troops were based in
Germany. On August 2nd Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait and all of a
sudden the threat level rose to
high. Peter described how the invasion had been well-planned and
executed with speed and therefore
presented the allies with many logistical problems and with his experience and knowledge of the
area he was called to High Wycombe as part of the planning team
where he went on to develop the
administrative instruction for the
ground war.
To understand this more clearly
Peter explained what logistics are.

Falling into two main categories
we heard that Military Campaign
includes Planning and Preparation,
Deployment, Operations, Stabilisation and Recovery. Military Logistics covers People, Combat Supplies, Maintenance Material, Medical and Movement.
Using maps of the
area, Peter explained
how 3 main lines of
attack were planned.
Working with the US
Marine Corps, the
British planning
team were able to develop lines of
attack which would take into consideration Demand, Distance and
Duration. What would they need?
How far would they need to transport the men and equipment
needed and how long would the
offensive be likely to last? Also
there were certain aspects of desert
warfare that were unique to the
Middle East, namely religious observances and a window of time
which meant that everything had to
be ready before March 1991.
It was vital that local resources had
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to be found. Al Jubayl was an obvious choice as it offered a modern
port to bring materials into. Vitally
it possessed sheds which could be
used as a work place and for storage. Modifications to our western
vehicles were made there - sand
filters had to be fitted to helicopters
and with the vast distances involved, extra fuel tanks were fitted
to tanks so that they could cover the
hundreds of kilometres it would
take to get them into the region of
Basra up in the north. The airfield
at Al Jubayl was also important as a
base for helicopters and where important military staff could be flown
in by Tristar. By February 1991 the
Battle groups were equipped and
ready. In Riyadh sandbagging was
providing some protection for
troops who were digging underground dugouts. Amusingly troops
were pictured still wearing ‘greens’
and in fact they did not get desert
combats (appropriate uniform) for
some time. Water was bought and
delivered in cardboard boxes but
with the rainy season bringing 4
days of constant rainfall cardboard
boxes and bottles soon littered the
desert easily giving away the route.
In the early planning it was expected that about 5,000 prisoners
would be taken but in effect the
number was about 64,000 so the
provision made in planning had to
be expanded in reality. When the
bombs started to fall fighting was

intense but at the end of the day
lasted for just 100 hours. The final
shuffle saw the victory of modern
technology over speed and planning. It proved not only successful
but also devastating. Precision attacks changed the nature of warfare
and controlled collateral damage,
which meant that the war was over
in a very short time, but with the
withdrawal back to Al Jubayl evidence of what Peter called
‘Environmental Vandalism’ was
widespread as oilfields were set on
fire and broken-down vehicles
abandoned.
The final headache for the logistics
team was how to get everything
back home. Men were repatriated
from the airfield at Al Jubayl. Vehicles had to be made safe. And the
red containers cleared of equipment. As Peter explained money
was not as readily forthcoming and
this part of the operation took
months.
We are extremely grateful to Peter
Sharpe for his insight and knowledge of the logistics and planning
which enabled our troops to take
part as safely as possible in what
was a difficult theatre of combat.
He gave us clear and detailed explanations, with maps to focus our
attention and with a splattering of
humour which had us all enthralled.
A version of this account by Margaret
Brown appeared in the July edition of
The Folly.
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Meeting—Thursday 13th July

“William Gill –Victorian Explorer and Spy”
Tony Hadland
This month we were delighted to
welcome back to Faringdon Tony
Hadland who spoke to a large, enthusiastic and interested audience
about his great-great uncle Captain
William Gill who was
born in1843, the second
child of a major in the
Indian Army. At that
time, the Indian Army
was run by the East India
Company as trading company rather than a government department. His
father became a celebrated artist and photographer in Ajanta, India.
However, when the children became
of school age, his wife returned to
Brighton but their father stayed in
Ajanta with an Indian mistress!

to the Royal Military Academy
where he studied for two years. He
then joined the Royal Engineers
and worked for nine years, mainly
in England, but he did
serve in India for eighteen
months.

Then, completely out of
the blue, Gill was left a
very large inheritance by a
distant relative. No-one is
sure how much he received but, after travelling
and spending quite a lot,
there was the equivalent
of £7m in today's money
left when he died. Rather than
spending it on wine, women and
song, as many might have been
tempted to do, he became a selffinanced explorer and intelligence
William enjoyed school at Brighton officer. But how do you become an
College and was a good student.
intelligence officer? Tony exTony kept the audience amused
plained that it was necessary to apwhen he spoke about Gill's invention prentice yourself to someone with
of an alarm clock which also
experience of this sort of work, so
whipped the bedclothes off the bed! he went off to Persia with Colonel
He was good at Maths, History and Valentine Baker and they travelled
Geography and left Brighton College about 2000 miles gathering data
in 1861. Then he went to Woolwich and mapping the area. This was
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quite a dangerous place to explore
with bandits and other problems
and Gill and Baker faced many dangers. On one occasion as they were
climbing down a hill with their
guns at the ready, Gill slipped and
his gun went off and he was shot in
the foot. Luckily, he did not sever
an artery or cut a vein and continued with his work.
After such a dangerous expedition,
he became a Tory candidate for
Hackney with very little chance of
winning. In fact he twice stood for
Parliament unsuccessfully. Gill
wondered what to do next and having learnt a lot about exploration in
Persia, he decided to explore again.
On meeting a friend in Trafalgar
Square, he agreed to travel to
China. Travelling by train and boat
he went to Beijing stopping at Hong
Kong on the way to visit friends
and then spent some time exploring
parts of China. On these expeditions, he employed lots of local
people to travel with him and
seemed to have travelled in luxury!
Apparently, he was the first European person to travel and explore
these very remote places. His guide
and companion was William Mesny
who was very knowledgeable about
all aspects of Chinese culture and
lifestyle. They decided to travel via
eastern Tibet to northern Burma,
then climbed to the Tibetan plateau,
which is mostly two miles above
sea level and then onto Bhamo in

Burma, arriving in 1877. During his
travels, Gill drew 42 sheets of maps
and was recognised by the Royal
Geographical Society who awarded
him their Patron's Gold Medal.
After his return to Britain, Gill was
formally appointed to the War Office intelligence branch and continued to travel to far-away places.
His final journey in 1882 was to
Egypt to gather information about
the Bedouin tribes and he joined
the intelligence department run by
Admiral Hoskins at Port Said. During this expedition with Edward
Palmer, the party was attacked by a
group of bedouins and Gill was
executed along with other members
of their group. Their remains were
found and they were interred in the
crypt of St Paul's Cathedral. Sadly,
William Gill died at the age of only
38.
A version of this account by Shela
Rowan appeared in the August
edition of The Folly.
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Cheers!

.
Ukuleles and
Recorders in
full flow

Quilters with their
Faringdon panels in
the Old Town Hall
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Recent Photography
Group images
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FARINGDON GROUPS
Art
Kay Fox
Ashmolean
Aileen Bridge
Astronomy
Stuart Priest
Blues & Roots
Sheila Donovan
Books
Kay Chamberlain
Bridge - All levels
Steve Braithwaite
Cryptic Crosswords
Peter Smith
Current Affairs
Jenny Braithwaite
Embroidery
Suellen Pedley
Family History
Ian Clarkson
Folk Dancing
Val Hudspeth
Foreign Language Films
Robin Stewart
French Conversation
Françoise Stacey
French Intermediate & Advanced Carolyn Williams
Gardeners
Christina Field
German
Victoria Paleit
Golf Croquet (summer)
Steve Braithwaite
History
Mike Iremonger
History of Art
Mairead Boyce
Italian—Beginners
Sandra Cooper
Jazz
Patrick Wheare
Mah Jong
Carolyn Clarkson
Military History
Bjorn Watson
Music Appreciation
Beryl Cooper
Opera
Anthony Burdall
Photography
Anthony Burdall
Play Reading
Mary Love
Poetry
Sandra Cooper
Qigong
Janette Saville
Quilting
Valerie Burdall
Quiz
Sylvia Bowley
Ramblers
Kay Chamberlain
Recorder Consort
Peter Smith
Science & Technology
Ron Colyer
Scrabble
Lynn Pettit/Sylvia Bowley
Seams like fun
Valerie Burdall
Spanish - Intermediate
Robin Stewart
Striders
Françoise Stacey
Strollers
Lynn Pettit
Theatre Goers
Sylvia Bowley
Travel
Sylvia Bowley
Ukulele
Jenny Braithwaite
Wine Appreciation
Ricky Cunningham
Yoga
Jane Archer

01367 240604
01793 784720
01367 240118
01367 243363
01367 242647
01367 240929
01367 241241
01367 240929
01367 710680
01793 782836
01367 241035
01367 241295
01367 241813
01367 241208
01367 241265
01865 821594
01367 240929
01367 241361
01367 243065
01367 243831
01367 241927
01793 782836
01793 782748
01367 242908
01367 240713
01367 240713
01367 710754
01367 243831
01367 243958
01367 240713
01367 241296
01367 242647
01367 241241
01793 782363
242019/241296
01367 240713
01367 241295
01367 241813
01367 /242019
01367 241296
01367 241296
01367 240929
01367 242626
01793 782876
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator
Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or email 91gometz@gmail.com
 Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of

groups is provided on page 18.
 Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the

Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has
room for new members.
 All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but

before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups Coordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest
Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s).
 For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester

Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street.

ART
This will take place every 2nd and 4th Thursday morning, starting on
Thursday 28th Sept
Time - 9.45am - 12.15pm.
Venue - Barber Rooms (behind All Saints' Church)
All most welcome from beginners upwards.
Please contact one of us for more information.
Alison Burfitt - 01367 241 049
Kay Fox - 01367 240 604 - philippafox@btinternet.com
Christine Moorhouse - 01367 244 434 - chrismoorhouse@talktalk.net

ASHMOLEAN
The first visit to the Ashmolean Museum for the new year 2017-18, will
be on Thursday 7th September when our topic is ‘Cyprus’ with Julie
Hurst. This will be followed by ‘Picture Frames’ with Anne-Lise Foex on
5th October and ’Mughal Paintings 2’ with Denise Darbyshire on 2nd November.
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The meetings are on the first Thursday of the month; meetings start with
the group gathering at 11:00 am in the Greek & Roman Sculpture Gallery
immediately to the left of the main entrance to the museum and will take
approximately one hour. Arrangements have been made for a second visit
each month if required to accommodate all those wishing to attend – hence
there are sufficient places to accommodate all interested.
For details please contact Acting Leader Aileen Bridge
Email: aileen.bridge@gmail.com Tel: 01793 784720)

ASTRONOMY
There are no longer monthly meetings but up-to-date information can be
found in the monthly Astronomy Newsletter posted on our website.
For more information contact coordinator Stuart Priest 01367 240 118 .

BLUES & ROOTS
This group explores the Roots of the Blues and Popular Music including a
variety of music genres – from folk, country, jazz, gospel, rock ‘n’ roll and
British rhythm & blues of the 50s and 60s to contemporary blues/
rock. Podcasts provide themed historical context and early recordings.
In addition we watch and/or listen to concerts, performances and documentaries. Members are invited to bring along CD or DVD recordings to
play.
Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday each month at The Bell Hotel,
Faringdon at 2.30pm. Please note that there will be no meeting in December.
More detailed information and updates are made available to group members by email. To be added to the mailing list please contact Sheila Donovan at sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk or 01367 243 363.

BRIDGE
Bridge Lessons
All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church
Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park)
from 10am to noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given below:
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Intermediate (each lesson is repeated on a different date)
Mon 11th Sept & Wed 13th Sept
Mon 9th Oct & Wed 11th Oct
Wed 8th Nov & Mon 13th Nov
Experienced
Wed 27th Sept
Wed 25th Oct
Wed 22nd Nov
If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to
attend.

December Bridge Party
Tues 5th Dec from 10am to 3pm, in the Corn Exchange, Faringdon
This will be a fun session for members of all U3A Bridge groups.
There will be no charge. Drinks and prizes will be provided.
You just need to bring food to share.
Please let me know (in November), if you are able to attend, so I
know how many tables to take and set up.
For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite
(01367 240 929 or steve.bridge1@gmail.com)

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS
We meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about a couple
of hours including a refreshment break.
The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’
or ‘The Observer Everyman’ standard. Over the year members accumulate
points to find the year’s ‘top solver’ We also look at things of interest to
‘cruciverbalists’, brought together in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued
at the meeting. A puzzle compiled by members of the group appeared in
the Summer issue of Third Age Matters.
We will meet on: 22nd September, 27th October, 24th November
If you are interested in joining, or would like to know more, contact Peter
Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).
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CURRENT AFFAIRS
We meet on the second Thursday morning in the month at 19 Coxwell
Road, Faringdon
Autumn Programme
14th September
North Korea
12th October
A look at the Newspaper headlines
9th November
German Politics.
14th December
To be confirmed
We have a cup of coffee/tea from about 10.20 onwards, so that we can
start at 10.30am. Everyone is welcome.
Contact Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929, jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk

EMBROIDERY
This small, but dedicated group meets on the second Tuesday of each
month at 2.00pm, exploring the exciting world of this ancient of art
forms. We always welcome new members to our group, be they experienced workers or absolute beginners. The group meets at 59 Folly View
Road by kind permission of Mrs Maria Pugh.
For more details contact Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680
or suellenpedley@aol.com).

FAMILY HISTORY
The next meeting of the Experienced group, aimed at those who have already made significant progress with their research, will be on Friday 29th
September. We will have updates from members of the group who have
managed to make progress over the summer, followed by our customary
wall demolishing session. Until further notice we will continue to meet at
25 Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, starting at 11:00am. If you are interested in
joining this lively group please get in touch.
If there is sufficient demand (5 or 6?) I would be happy to run the six session beginners course again through the winter. No prior knowledge is
assumed. If you are interested please get in touch.
Ian Clarkson (01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com).
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FOLK DANCING
Our small but very friendly group is now a little larger. If we could just
persuade a few more of you to "give us a try" - that would be marvellous.
We meet on the first Thursday of each month at the Catholic Church Hall
(entrance behind Budgens Car Park) at 2.30pm. Our next sessions will be:
Thursday 7th September, 5th October, 2nd November, 7th December.
Contact Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com).

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS
Wednesday 4th October
The film shown will be Gianni di Gregorio's "Gianni e le donne" ("The
Salt of Life"), (2011), a light hearted comedy starring the director himself
and Valeria de Franciscis. Gianni is a retiree who has become almost invisible to most everyone around him. He decides to generate some extra
curricular love life! The film is in Italian with English subtitles.
The film will be shown at 2 for 2.15 pm at 14 The Pines, Faringdon.
For more information please contact Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295.

GARDENERS
Thursday 21st September (Please note change of venue)
Visit to the Oxford Botanical Gardens using public transport to Oxford leaving Faringdon at 13.02pm. Please ensure that you have your Bus Pass
if you have one. Entrance to Garden: Concession £3.50 with ID.
Sunday 1st October
Visit to Radcot House Garden which is open on behalf of the NGS. Meet
at the GSCP for car sharing to Radcot at 2.15pm. Entrance to the Garden £5.00.
Thursday 16th November (Please note change of venue)
Visit to Milletts Garden Centre. Meet in the GSCP at 1.30pm for car sharing to Milletts.
For more information please contact Christina Field on 01367 241 265
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GOLF CROQUET
Will be held on the following dates (weather permitting)
Monday 4th Sept
Monday 2nd Oct

Monday 18th Sept
Monday 16th Oct

at Livingstone House, 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon from 2pm onwards.
Contact Steve & Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240 929
or email: steve.jenny@hotmail.com

HISTORY

OF

ART

We meet on the third Thursday at 2 pm in The Old Town Hall.
In September we will be looking at Mexican Art, in October - Euston
Road School, and in November Neo Expressionism.
All are welcome, and feel free to get in touch with me should you be interested.
Contact Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065
or boycemairead@aol.com

ITALIAN AS BEGINNERS
Italiano Come Principianti
We are a self-run group getting together to learn Italian. We still consider
ourselves to be beginners and tread carefully into the realms of language. We meet in our homes and organise learning in turns. Meetings
are held on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month at 10.00am.
If you would like to join us for a relaxed yet focussed look at Italian, contact Sand Cooper on 01367 243 831 or sand.co15@rocketmail.com

JAZZ
We start our autumn programme on Monday 11th September when
Garry Tomlinson will be talking about Benny Carter - saxophonist, clarinetist, trumpeter, composer, arranger and bandleader. A great jazz figure.
Then on 9th October it will be time for Rachel Holt and Jan Hall to ask:
"Is it Jazz?" and on 13th November David Day will be travelling "Route
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66 Jazz" and he won't just be praising the music on our local bus service.
We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library,
Gloucester Street, from 10.30am to about noon. We try to cover all aspects
of jazz from the early days to the present time. If you’re interested just
turn up. There’s no need to book. We charge £1 a time to cover costs
(including the occasional outside speaker) and tea/coffee and lemon drizzle cake produced by Faringdon’s finest lemon drizzle cake maker.
For more information ring or email Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or
patandeve@wheare.me) or Robin Ison (01865 821 154 or rrison@chemintermediates.com).

MAH JONG
We usually meet on the first and third Wednesdays of the month from
2.00 – 4.00pm. We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New
members are always welcome.
Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue
Please note that, because of holidays, venues for November have been
switched:
6th September
20th September
4th October
18th October
1st November
15th November
For further information contact:

Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)

Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com, or
Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or (new email address)

marlenejmartin22@gmail.com

MILITARY HISTORY
The Military History Group meets on the first Thursday of the month and
we consider an eclectic range of topics. In the past few months we have
covered both the Italian Campaign and the Burma Campaign in World
War Two.
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 7th September at 10.30am and the
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talk will be on Bosnia -Herzegovina post UN period- post war joint restoration and reconstruction The meeting will take place at Walnut Tree
Cottage, 9A Stainswick Lane, Shrivenham SN6 8DU.
We will follow this on Thursday 5th October with two meetings on the
“Battle for Stalingrad”.
You are very welcome to join us. For more information, please contact
Bjorn Watson at bjornwatson@btinternet.com or on 01793 782748.

MUSIC APPRECIATION
We look forward to a new season of varied and interesting programmes, to
which we welcome present members and any others who would like to
give us a try. We meet on the 4th Monday of each month, apart
from December, when we make other arrangements, and August, when we
have a break. We assemble at 10.15 for 1030 at Faringdon Library to listen, to talk, and to enjoy coffee (or tea) and cakes, and there is no charge.
Please note that I would like to know, preferably before the weekend preceding each meeting, whether or not you are attending, because of catering and chair-moving.
I will be very happy to talk to you about what we do in more detail if you
ring me or email me. Meanwhile, here is the Autumn programme.
25th Sept Brush up your Shakespeare
23rd Oct

What's in a Name?

th

29 Nov Scandinavian Composers
Beryl Cooper on 01367 242 908 or email beryl.cooper12@gmail.com

OPERA
The next meeting of the Opera Group, on Monday 11th September, will
be the first of the 2017–2018 season; this is the thirteenth season of the
group.
The programme, which will be published on the web site, explores as
usual the full operatic repertoire ranging from Handel’s ‘Saul’ to
Gershwin’s ‘Porgy & Bess’ via Mozart’s ‘Die Entfuhrung Aus Dem Serail’, Verdi’s ‘Rigoletto’ and Puccini’s ‘Turandot’ with a Christmas pantomime of Gilbert & Sullivan’s ‘HMS Pinafore & Trial by Jury’.

23
For September the opera will be a double bill of ‘Cavalleria Rusticana’ by
Mascagni and ‘Pagliacci’ by Leoncavallo from the Royal Opera House.
For October we shall enjoy the surprise hit of the 2015 Glyndebourne season Handel’s ‘Saul’ followed in November by Giordano’s ‘Andrea Chenier’.
As previously, there will be three showings. These are:
First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon)
usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A Monthly Meeting.
Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm;
The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, Faringdon);
The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines, Faringdon) typically starting at 2:00pm finishing at approximately 5:00pm.
For details please contact Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or
anthony.burdall@burdall.net), Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or
Linda Leggett (01367 241 430).
Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera.

PHOTOGRAPHY
The last meeting of the Photographic Group, in July 2017, was a photo
review and selecting ‘annual photos’; the winner for the photograph taken
as part a Photographic Group activity was by David Mitchell with an image of a sculpture in Gloucester Docks and the winner of a photograph
taken elsewhere was by Jon Lipinski of River Cam.
The programme for the new year 2017-18, which will be published on the
web site, includes a mixture of photographic expeditions, assignments and
talks. The next meeting on Wednesday 13th September will be a Photographic Expedition to Ashdown House and countryside. October will see
the group in Richmond Park for rutting deer and November will be a
photo review plus discussion on ‘The need for post processing’.
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at
2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel:
01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).
Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce better images.
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PLAY READING
The Play Reading Group meets on the first Thursday of the month from
1030-1230 in Faringdon Library.
For more information contact Mary Love on 01367 710 754
or maryvivienlove@yahoo.com

POETRY
We meet on the third Monday of the month at 10.30am in Faringdon
Library.
'Environment' is our September offering
with 'Nationality' the October word
November 'Movement' will induce laughing
Join us if these hit a chord
Bring ideas, panache and rhyme sometimes.
If you'd like to know more call Sand Cooper (01367 243 831 or
sand.co15@rocketmail.com).

QIGONG
Our group have had a successful three months of enjoying Qigong for
health and wellbeing. Many thanks to the U3A committee and members
who gave us much encouragement and support.
A new beginner group will start on Friday 22nd September at 11.15am to
12.15pm. Weekly one hour sessions in The Pump House, Jubilee Room
A "relaxed" and "qi full" group working together to improve our health
and wellbeing. The group is for mixed abilities, men and women, so
please do come and join us. Qigong is an enjoyable form of exercise. Using gentle movements it will help to improve circulation and mobility for
all. Our core practice is based on the Tai Chi Qigong Shibashi form which
is accessible for the less mobile as it can also be practiced whilst sitting.
A contribution towards the room hire of £10 for a 5 week block, or £3 per
week attended.
For more information please see the U3A website, to join the group or just
come along and see what we do please contact Janette Saville (01367 243 958)
or janettesaville@icloud.com
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QUILTING
The Patchwork & Quilting Group meets on the last Wednesday of the
month from 2pm - 4pm at 2 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY.
Beginners and long-term quilters are all very welcome. We teach hand and
machine quilting.
For more information contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713

QUIZ
th

8 September

th

13 October

10th November (may change)

Why not come along to our group? It is fun! The questions vary as do the
quizmasters! But there are no prizes and no particular battles either! Get
your little grey cells working. In the Old Town Hall, Faringdon at 10am
on the above Fridays. Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241296 or
email sylkenbow@talktalk.net

RAMBLERS
All walks are scheduled for the 4th Thursday in each month.
See the website for details. New ramblers welcome.
Contact Kay Chamberlain on 01367 242 647 or kaycham@tiscali.co.uk

RECORDER CONSORT
The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere
on instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows access to a
wide range of music. We normally meet in the afternoons of the third and
last Thursday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually
starting at 2.00pm.
We will meet on:
21st & 28th September 26th October 16th & 30t h November
Note that we won’t meet on 19th October when there is a general meeting
scheduled.
Contact Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Science and Technology Group Autumn Programme
Wednesday 13th September - Visit to Culham Centre for Fusion Energy
(CCFE) for presentations and tours of the JET and MAST Projects. This
will be an evening visit starting at 1830.
Tuesday 3rd October - Talk by Dr David Hitchings on "Microengineering in Medicine".
November - Visit to Berkshire Aviation Museum, Woodley, Reading.
Date depending on availability of museum staff.
Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com or from the website

SCRABBLE
The last meeting of the scrabble group will be on Monday 11th September 2.00-4.00pm at Lynn's house.
For those of you wanting to continue playing there is an opportunity to do
this in Faringdon at The Pump House Project every Wednesday morning
from 9.30-11.30. Several of our members attend this and you would be
made very welcome.
Lynn Pettit (01367 242 019)

SEAMS LIKE FUN
Meetings take place from 2 to 4 pm on the first Monday of the month.
If you would like to go back to dress-making or start from scratch come
and join us at 2 Fernham Road Faringdon.
For details contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713.

STRIDERS
Walks will be advertised on the website in due course.
Contact Françoise Stacey b.f.stacey@outlook.com

or 01367 241 813.
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STROLLERS
There will be walks on the following dates:
Tuesday 26th September
th

Lynn Pettit (01367 242019)

Tuesday 24 October

Jane Archer (01793 782876) & Rona
Bingham (01367 241384)

Tuesday 28th November

Lyn Fogden (01367 243021)

Please contact the relevant walk leader for further details.

SUNDAY LUNCH
It is with sadness that Sheila and Sylvia announce the closure of the Sunday Lunch Group run by us. It is of course a viable group so anyone who
would like to could take it over. There are between 10 and 15 people who
fairly regularly attend. Just book a venue/pub, and let the members know!
The original idea was that the group would be run by the whole group in
turn, but that has failed and we feel that we need a rest!

THEATREGOERS
NEW BOOKINGS:
Thursday 8th February Matinee at Oxford Playhouse The Kite Runner
Straight from the West End this haunting tale of friendship follows one
man’s journey to confront his past and find redemption. Based on the bestselling novel it begins in Afghanistan, a divided country on the verge of
war, where two childhood friends are about to be torn apart. It is a beautiful afternoon in Kabul at a kite flying tournament where neither boy can
foresee the terrible incident which will shatter their lives forever. As it is
in Oxford we travel by bus 66 and you have the freedom of deciding when
you wish to arrive. The cost of the ticket is £27. Please send total amount
to Jane Horey at the address on the form, with a cheque made out to Faringdon & District U3A Theatre Account. Closing date is 31st December.
Saturday March 17th Matinee at Oxford Playhouse The Winslow Boy
Don’t miss this major new revival of a classic family drama, from the
team behind Single Spies and The Kings Speech. Having been dismissed
from the Royal Naval College for stealing a 5-shilling postal order, young
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cadet Ronnie Winslow’s entire family is pulled apart by the repercussions
of the charge. Set against the values of 1910 Edwardian England the family fight to clear his name, or face a national scandal and ostracism. Based
on a real life event. As it is in Oxford we travel by bus 66 and you have
the freedom of deciding when you wish to arrive. The cost of the ticket is
£27. Please send total amount to Jane Horey at the address on the form,
with a cheque made out to Faringdon & District U3A Theatre Account.
Closing date is 8th February.
All members are welcome to join us on any trip. Also, should you wish to
go to the venue as a tourist or shopper and not the theatre, then it would be
possible to use the coach as transport only. We do have a mailing list of
interested members, and when we book an outing anybody on that list will
receive notification, so if you do not receive such emails (or letters) and
would like to, then contact Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296
or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added.
Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is Jane Horey, 01793
766 177 or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk

UKULELE
We are a largely self-taught group of players.
Is there a U3A member who has a superior knowledge to ours, who would
be willing to give us an hour or two's tuition to "take us to the next level"?
Please phone Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929

WINE APPRECIATION—A NEW VINTAGE
Many thanks to the 18 members who came on our first outing, as a reformed group, to Brightwell Vineyard. We’ve had some invaluable responses about the trip and approval of our plans for the rest of our first
year. It looks a near-certainty that we’ll go for a vineyard visit next year;
everyone enjoyed the day, finding it educational, with an interesting wine
tasting. Anthony Burdall’s photo on the back cover shows us becoming
experts on the vineyard’s micro-climate.
Upcoming events
Many members said they will come to Donna Rogers’ expert tasting of
Australian Shiraz on 26th September (see below), they’re also keen on the
Personal Favourites session on 21st November and our traditional festive
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lunch on 12th December.
Next meeting:
Professional wine tasting with Donna Rogers of Den Boer wines
We’re delighted to have Donna Rogers as our expert Australian guide
on the diversity of her country’s Shiraz wines on 26th September when
she’ll be talking, with patriotic enthusiasm, about seven wines. The twohour tasting is at 1400 in the All Saints’ Church Barber Rooms, here in
Faringdon. The hall is very well set up for this type of event and there
will be plenty of room for all members and some to spare. Check out the
Wine Appreciation Group U3A web page for full details on this opportunity for the novice or expert to learn about a distinctive and rewarding
variety of wine.
For more information contact Ricky Cunningham on 01367 242 626

YOGA
No previous experience is needed. The classes are designed specifically
to help with mobility in older people while still holding to the principles
of Hatha Yoga.
Please contact Jane Archer on 01793 782 876.

WORKSHOPS
None are planned for this Autumn, but maybe some of the groups
would like to hold a Workshop to appeal to the wider membership?
Or are you an individual with a topic you would like to share?
Please contact Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240929
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Thames Valley Network
News
For our members, the main benefit of the link to the U3A Thames Valley
Network is the opportunity it offers for attending day-long events on specific subjects that can be studies in depth with experts.
The programme for 2017 currently is:
23rd September— Crop Growth and Climate Change - Benson
18th October—Gilbert and Sullivan - Harwell
15th November—Archaeology Day - Benson
23rd November—TVN Workshop - Benson
We are encouraged to offer our own subjects for the TVN programme:
there are resources available for this and the Events Team exists to assist
turn a bright idea into a working programme.
Every effort will be made to let you know of the booking forms as soon as
they are published: this is key to avoiding disappointment. Don’t hesitate
to contact the TVN for any queries: p.foot47@gmail.com.

OPEN DAY
Our annual Open Day will be held in the Corn Exchange on
Tuesday 3rd October between 10:00 and 12:00.
The event is both to attract new members and to allow existing
members to learn something of Groups they are not familiar with
and which they might consider joining.
Come along and have a browse round the many stands, chat with
Group Leaders and see if anything takes your fancy.
If you know someone who is contemplating joining Faringdon and
District U3A, encourage them to come along to our Open Day –
they’ll be made very welcome.
Refreshments will be available.

31
Faringdon & District Theatre Group
All cheques to be made out to :
Faringdon U3A Theatre Account
and sent to Mrs J. Horey, 73 Eastrop, Highworth, SN6 7AT.
PERFORMANCE………………………………………………
AT………………………THEATRE, ON…………………….
I REQUIRE……………….TICKETS and am enclosing
£................... [ = the cost of ticket x number required.]
Don’t forget to mark back of cheque with performance.
NAME………………………………………………………….
TEL.
NO………………….EMAIL…………………………………..
All correspondence where possible will be by email so if you have
an email please make sure we have it. If you don't you will still receive the information. This form is a standard one for ALL our
theatre outings and therefore we need the information for each
performance/theatre to be separate. Therefore if you are booking
two separate outings please use two forms, with separate cheques
marking the back of the cheque also. Thanks.
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Group activity
Photograph of
the Year

Photograph of the
Year taken elsewhere

Wine
Group at
Brightwell
Vineyard

History of Art
Group at Charles
Rennie Mackintosh
house at Derngate

