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Meetings Calendar 
 

Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each 

month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a wel-

come from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting 

speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group 

Leaders and socialise. 
 

 

 

Thursday 8th March 

Graham Carter, a local journalist and historian will talk about Alfred 

Williams who was a poet, author, historian, linguist and naturalist living 

in South Marston in the late 19th/early 20th century.  
 

 

Thursday 12th April  
Our AGM will be followed by David Dalton on “Life as an author”. 

David is a qualified mining engineer. He took to writing seriously after 

retiring from the minerals industry and will introduce his talk by telling 

how and why he became a writer. From his experience in Cape Town, he  

will let us into what it was like to be a freelance journalist and how that 

experience led to his first few books. He will then talk about the incidents 

that led to the stories based in the UK, “Welcome to Oakhaven” and “Best 

in show”. He will go on to tell how he develops a story from a basic idea. 

During the talk, he will mention some of the incidents in his books but 

will not read from them as each person imagines a character and hears 

their voice in a different way. Finally, based on his own experience, he 

will say a few words about publishing and marketing.  
 
 

Thursday 10th May 

A very popular speaker and in great demand, this month we welcome 

Martin Lloyd to speak on the exciting topic of, “Passports, Assassins, 

Traitors and Spies.” This promises to be a thrilling and dramatic account 

of how the actions of a group of assassins brought about a change in the 

passport regulations, how the unmasking of a spy caused a modification in 

passport design and how, for one man, the passport turned into a killer. 
 

 

Thursday 14th June 

We are delighted to welcome Jenny Mallin who has recently spoken on 

Woman’s Hour. Her talk, “A Grandmother’s Legacy” will cover five 

generations of her family who lived in India during the British Raj. It will 

be a visual and engaging presentation with family stories linked to history 

2 



3 

through the old recipe book of her grandmother dating back to 1844. 

Jenny will uncover some of the history behind the Anglo-Indian recipe 

names such as vindaloo and korma and lead you on a culinary journey. 

Jenny’s book was the winner as the UK’s entry for, “Best in the World” 

cookbook. 
 

Thursday 12th July 

This month our speaker, Diz White, will talk about Downton Abbey film 

locations in the Cotswolds, including a dip into the history of these sites, 

encountered during her search to buy a 17th century cottage in this beauti-

ful area. She will include some humorous anecdotes from her meeting 

with the stars of Downton Abbey. 

August -  Summer Lunch  - Date to be announced 

Thursday 13th September 

Our speaker this month is a local amateur dramatics star in Wantage! Jen-

nifer Cowling has an interesting talk, “From the Page to the Stage” and 

she will go through her experiences of a lifelong hobby in amateur dra-

matics, both on and off the stage. Her talk gives an insight into what is 

involved in putting on a musical show and answers the question: “Why 

does it cost so much to see an AMATEUR show?” 

 

Thursday 11th October 

By popular demand we see the return of Brian Freeland and this time his 

talk is entitled, “George Bernard Shaw - Playing the Clown.” He de-

scribes this talk as a canter through the life, loves and writings of, “the 

greatest playwright since Shakespeare,” told as he always tells it, with a 

whimsical sense of humour. 
 

Thursday 8th November 

This month we are very lucky to have Dr David Jones as our speaker. 

David works at the Natural History Museum in London and is an ento-

mologist specialising in rainforests and soil ecology. His talk is called 

“How Tropical Rainforests Work” and will include the main ecological 

processes that keep rainforests functioning and the threats that surround 

their long- term survival. 
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Chairman’s Message 
 

I am taking the opportunity, in what will be my last Chairman’s message 

before standing down at the 12th April AGM, to provide an overview of 

the past year in the form of a draft of my Annual Report, the final version 

of which will be published on our website in April and presented at the 

AGM. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL [DRAFT] REPORT 2017-18 
 

This report covers the period between the AGMs in April 2017 and 2018. 

At 13th April 2017 AGM, one new Committee member was elected, 

maintaining the number on the Committee at twelve, each of whom was 

allocated an area of responsibility. In addition, Alison Thomson stepped 

down as Vice-Chairman and was replaced by Margaret Brown.  

During the course of the year there were 12 General Meetings: 10 in the 

Corn Exchange and 2 in the United Church (when the Corn Exchange 

floor was being replaced). We learnt about TE Lawrence, George 

Cruikshank, the Gulf War, William Gill, women and the Great Western 

Railway, life in Ancient Egypt, the history of the Thames at London, the 

experiences of a theatre manager, the monologues of Stanley Holloway, 

the history of the VW Beetle and the life of local poet and author Alfred 

Williams (scheduled for March). In addition, in the second January 

meeting, the Independent Cinema Office’s recent film ‘Coast and Sea’ 

was shown.  
 

On 18th May a ‘Drinks and Nibbles’ party was held in the Barber Rooms 

at All Saints Church. All group leaders were invited – to thank them for 

their hard work – as were members who had joined since October 2016. 

Between 40 and 50 attended this enjoyable and useful ‘low-key 

networking’ opportunity.  
 

On 3rd August, thanks to Steve and Jenny Braithwaite’s continuing 

generosity, we held our Summer Lunch which was attended by over 110 

members - a record number. The night before was exceptionally windy 

and, on the morning of the 3rd, a certain amount of ‘adjustment’ to the 

gazebos erected the evening before was needed. However, when members 

started to arrive, the weather had much improved and all were able to 

enjoy excellent locally-sourced food, well-chosen wines and congenial 

company. The Recorder Consort and the Ukulele Group provided musical 

interludes.  
 

On 3rd October our annual Open Day was held in the Corn Exchange. The 
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event was well-publicised and attracted a good number of visitors – both 

existing members looking for new Groups to join and those considering 

joining our U3A; there was a real ‘buzz’ in the hall.  New members were 

enrolled at the Open Day and, when the new subscription year commenced 

in January, there were even more recruits, bringing the total membership 

to almost 500.  
 

On 12th January we had our blues-banishing ‘January Japes’ lunch in the 

Corn Exchange. A record number of diners – 105 – were entertained after 

lunch by tales of the Ramsbottom family (including Albert, their son). 
 

We have continued to develop electronic communication with members 

this year. Although the use of paper forms and cheques for membership 

renewal is still entirely possible, renewal can be totally electronic using a 

simple on-line form coupled with a payment via internet banking or with a 

combination of the electronic form and a cheque. We’ve also continued to 

use both mass and selective e-mailing of members. For example, 

invitations to the May gathering was via e-mail, we were able to  assess 

numbers for the Summer Lunch by means of an e-mailed ‘response form’ 

and we e-mailed reminders about the Open Day and the January lunch. 

We have also set up a system where members can receive early 

notification of Thames Valley Network events. The Committee has also 

been investigating the possibility of using the Third Age Trust’s ‘Beacon’ 

system which could assist in all aspects of membership, monitoring and 

managing our finances and supporting groups. 
 

The lifeblood of our U3A is, of course, its interest groups and the vigour 

of the organisation depends on encouraging the activity of its members. 

Some groups were ‘wound up’ during the year, but others have started. 

These include the Wine Appreciation Group, back ‘under new 

management’ after a six-month break, a new Play-reading Group, a 

Qigong Group and an Art Group that has attracted so many that now two 

monthly sessions are run. The series of one-off Workshops has continued 

with sessions about how to be a safe on-line ‘silver surfer’, on ‘migration’, 

‘modern-day slavery’ and on ‘quilting’. 
 

It’s nice to report that we have featured nationally in ‘Third Age Matters’ 

on a number of occasions this year with the publication of another Cryptic 

Crosswords Group puzzle, reference to the Quilting Group’s Faringdon 

panels and mention of novels published by two of our members. 
 

This is my third and final annual report as Chairman and I would like to 

record my thanks to all of those who have contributed to the continuing 



6 

success of our U3A during the past three years. The Committee has been 

terrific during my Chairmanship – they have put a lot of effort into making 

things work efficiently and well with unfailing good humour. Peter Foot is 

standing down from the Committee after three years as our Thames Valley 

Network (TVN) representative. Many thanks to him for his hard work in 

keeping us informed and maintaining our close links with TVN. 
 

Our Newsletter Editor, who is also standing down after four years in the 

role, has, in my obviously unbiased view, unfailingly produced an 

attractive and informative document recording our activities and notifying 

members of what’s on the horizon. She’s also been a source of extremely 

good sense that has been invaluable to me these last three years.  
 

Group leaders continue to be at the heart of our U3A, providing its 

lifeblood – I am very grateful for all their hard work during my time as 

Chairman. 
  

I would also like to thank the providers of refreshments at monthly 

meetings, those who helped to make our Summer Lunch such a success 

and all the people I’ve forgotten who contribute to our U3A. 
 

I have enjoyed my three years as your Chairman and offer my successor 

all good wishes for the future. 

Peter Smith  

www.faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com    

 

 

Message from retiring Newsletter Editor 
 

I would like to thank all of you who have contributed material  for inclu-

sion in the Newsletter while I have been Editor. There has never been a 

shortage of copy!  Particular thanks to the Photography Group for supply-

ing such beautiful images. I would also like to thank my husband, Peter, 

for his assistance and for proof-reading every issue. 
 

When I decided to step down after four years  I was delighted that Geoff 

Brown volunteered to take over. Geoff has already assisted me in prepar-

ing some recent issues so I know he will do an excellent job. 
 

Elizabeth Smith 

http://www.faringdondistrictu3a.wordpress.com
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YOUR COMMITTEE NEEDS YOU! 
 

Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday 12th April before our 
normal monthly meeting and, as you see from the Agenda on Page 8 of 
this Newsletter, Item 7 is ‘Election of Committee members’. 
 

We have been well-served by the current Committee these last twelve 
months. My three year Chairmanship will end in April and I am obliged to 
stand down. In addition Peter Foot will also be leaving the Committee, so 
we need two new recruits. 
 

The role of a Committee member is not meant to be onerous—quite the 
opposite in fact. I’d like to think that our current Committee members find 
what they do to be enjoyable. As you’ll see from the table on Page 10, 
each member has an area of responsibility but, when it comes to things 
like our monthly meetings or special events, such as the Summer Lunch, 
as many of us as possible pitch in to help. 
 

We have a Committee meeting every couple of months—so six a year—
when we deal with matters concerning the running of our U3A. These 
meetings are usually held in the morning prior to an afternoon General 
Meeting. 
 

There are no qualifications required to become a member of the Commit-
tee. What’s most important is that you are enthusiastic and willing to get 
‘stuck in’. 
 

You’ll need to be proposed and seconded by two members—the proposal 
form is very simple to complete and can be obtained from our Secretary. 
 

I hope you will give some thought to this request—who knows it might be 
just up your street! 

Peter Smith 
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Notice of AGM 
 

FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A 
Charity Number 1116311 

 

 

This is Formal Notice of the 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2018 

To be held at the 

FARINGDON CORN EXCHANGE 

at 

2.30pm on THURSDAY 12th APRIL 2018 

 

AGENDA 
 

1.  Apologies for Absence 

2.  Minutes of AGM 2017 

3.  Matters Arising 

4.  Chairman’s Report 

5.  Financial Report for year-ending 31 December 2017 

6.  Amendment to the Object Clause of the Constitution 

7.  Election of Committee members 

8.  Appointment of Examiner of Accounts 

9.  Any Other Business   

 
After the formal business of the afternoon there will be a talk enti-

tled “Life as an Author” by David Dalton, which will be followed 

by tea and cakes.  

Nominations are invited for the new committee. Forms are available 

from the secretary, Simon Coe. Completed forms must be with the 

secretary at least 14 days before the AGM. 
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AGM AGENDA ITEM  6 

Amendment to the Object Clause of the Constitution 
 

Following consultation with the Charity Commissioners, the Third Age 

Trust has asked all U3As to consider rewording their constitution’s 

‘Object Clause’ to ensure that each is in full compliance with the require-

ments of the Charity Commission, both now and in the future. 
 

This is our current Object Clause: 
 

(i)To advance the education of the public and in particular the education 

of older people no longer in full time gainful employment in Faringdon 

and its surrounding locality. 

(ii)The provision of facilities for leisure time and recreational activities 

with the object of improving the conditions of life for the above persons in 

the interests of their social welfare. 
 

We have been advised by the Trust that our existing object clause is fully 

compliant with the requirements of the Charity Commission for our cur-

rent activities. The Committee feels, however that, for ‘future proofing’, 

we should change our Object Clause to that suggested by the Trust which 

has been written following the Trust’s consultation with the Charity Com-

missioners and is as follows: 
 

The advancement of education and, in particular, the education of older 

people and those who are retired from full time work by all means, includ-

ing associated activities conducive to learning and personal development. 
 

The wording of the proposed clause maps almost exactly onto our existing 

clause. The additional words ‘by all means’ means that we would continue 

to be fully compliant with the Charity Commissioners requirements should 

our activities change in the future. The inclusion of the words ‘personal 

development’ also indicates the wide diversity of activities that can be un-

dertaken. 
 

Paragraph 16(i) of our Constitution states “the Constitution may be altered 

by a resolution passed by not less than two thirds of the members present 

and voting at a General Meeting.”  
 

Your Committee is unanimous in its view that the new Object Clause 

should be adopted and recommends your acceptance of this change. 
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Deadline for Summer 2018 Newsletter 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the Editor: 

Geoff Brown , 15 Eaton Close, Faringdon SN7 7FG 

Tel: 01367 615 385; Email: newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

by Wednesday 16th May 2018 

The Summer Newsletter will cover June, July and August. 
It will be posted to all members in early June. 

 

Note change of Editor and contact details 

Faringdon & District U3A Committee 2017/18 

Margaret  

Brown 

Vice-Chairman 

Programme team 

01367 615 385 

geoffandmarn@tiscali.co.uk 

Simon  

Coe 

Secretary 

 

01367 240 744 

ssjcoe@btinternet.com 

Neal  

Cotton 

Groups  

Co-ordinator 

01367  252 495 

91gometz@gmail.com 

Liz  

Cunningham 

Membership  

Secretary 

01367 242 626 
membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Ricky  

Cunningham 

IT/Website  

Coordinator 

01367 242 626 

 itcoordintor@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Peter  

Foot 

Thames Valley 

Rep  

01367 358 394 
p.foot47@gmail.com 

Rita  

Higazi 

Events and Venue 

Team 

01367 244 494 

ritahigazi@hotmail.com 

Peter  

Robinson 

Events and Venue 

Team 

01367 718 566 

peterrobinsonnew@aol.com 

Shela  

Rowan 

Speakers  

Co-ordinator 

01367 243 636 

smr280652@gmail.com 

Peter  

Smith 

Chairman 01367 241 241 

pdes_smith@hotmail.com 

Alison  

Thomson 

Publicity  

Co-ordinator 

01367 241 204 

amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk 

Nigel  

Wilkinson 

Treasurer 01367 242 809 

nwilkinson@btinternet.com 

mailto:membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
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Members’ News 

We welcome 35 new members. 
 

From Faringdon: Raymond Eastman; Pat Evans; Yan Hou; Colin Jones; 

Gaye Kyle; David & Hilary O’Connor; Colin & Carol Slater; David Thacker; 
Lily Welch; David & Lyn Williamson 
From Bampton: Stephen Mclaren 

From Charney Basset: Tim Hewes 
From Clanfield: Susan Buchan 
From East Hanney: Michael Mills 

From Eaton Hastings: Sally Hume 
From Great Coxwell: Sylvia Athawes; Julia Fry; Ian & Karen Mason 
From Hinton Parva: Marie-Noelle & Robert Witty 

From Longcot: Emma Ablitt; Jacqueline Scholes-Rhodes 
From Shilton: Lorna Walker 

From Shrivenham: David & Mary Hitchings; David & Sarah Rhodes;  
Jane Young 
From Stanford in the Vale: Constance Bush; Roger Griffin; Stephen Sands 

 
We were sorry to hear of the death of Les Dean, Beryl Morbey and  
Joyce O’Brien 
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS 

In December we welcomed Brian 

Freeland to our general meeting. 

Brian treated us to a most entertain-

ing insight into his life in the thea-

tre, not from the stage but from the 

point of view of the stage manager – 

a view from the wings.  
 

In 1959, following 

National Service, 21 

year old Brian Free-

land  went to see Pe-

ter O’Toole at the Old 

Vic in Bristol and 

knew at once the di-

rection he wanted his 

life to take. He be-

came a trainee man-

ager at Victoria Pal-

ace and recounted 

experiences and memories from 

those early days in Variety working 

with personalities like The Crazy 

Gang. He was there for just 8 days 

before being moved on to the Palla-

dium where he met Tommy Trinder 

whose quick wit and repartee im-

pressed him.  

 

Brian then undertook a course of  

training ending up at Butlin’s 

Holiday Camps where he learned 

the discipline and tricks of the 

trade to become a successful stage 

manager and then on to the Royal 

Shakespeare Company, the Na-

tional Theatre, Sadler’s Wells and 

the Scottish Opera. He 

delighted us with stories 

of mishaps, happy times 

and sad times making up 

the very rich tapestry of 

his chosen career. 
 

Brian’s mastery of timing 

and stage presence 

brought laughter through-

out the Corn Exchange as 

we heard about a rabbit 

with stage fright and his 

more confident understudy, a mis-

hap with a slippery floor and an 

over-zealous cleaner and how 

coded messages were passed on in 

‘dodgy guesthouses’! With good-

humoured but ‘slightly saucy’ ref-

erences we heard about an 

‘interesting’ addition to a sherry 

trifle by one blissfully unaware but 

caring landlady and about a per-

Meeting—Thursday 14th December 
 

“The View from the Wings ”  
  

Brian Freeland 
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formance totally disrupted by the 

winning score from the Superbowl 

as the audience reacted to their 

headphones. 
 

Brian travelled extensively abroad. 

His memories of Communist China 

brought a moment of sad reflection 

as he remembered an old man who 

wanted to speak English but had not 

been allowed to for years and also a 

little girl who was scared to see a 

face that was not oriental. 
 

In Dubai he worked with two very 

well-known stars whose lasting 

memory did not endear him to one 

of them in particular yet there were 

also great stars of the theatre for 

whom he had the greatest respect. 

Poignant memories of Norman Ev-

ans and his wife as their career 

drew to an end brought a lump to 

the throat while fond memories of 

Dame Sybil Thorndike reminded 

him of her graciousness to every-

body.  He recounted a story of 

George Bernard Shaw and the only 

occasion when he agreed to sign an 

autograph – to a soldier during war-

time on a postcard that was found 

sometime later... a gesture that did 

not go unnoticed nor forgotten. 
 

Unusual for these times we did not 

have a supporting PowerPoint pres-

entation, but Brian totally held our 

attention by the spoken word alone. 

His lively and fascinating delivery 

illustrated the many facetted life of 

a stage manager. Forty three coun-

tries, three residencies in the Mid-

dle East, eight tours of the Indian 

subcontinent and two circumnavi-

gations of the globe brought him to 

retirement where he has now 

branched out into directing amateur 

dramatics, giving talks and presen-

tations, playwriting and he has pub-

lished his book “Meanderings – A 

River and a Life” – a title inspired 

by the River Charente in France.  
 

We are extremely grateful to Brian 

Freeland for a most entertaining 

afternoon.  We appreciated his pol-

ished performance, good humour 

and his insight into an industry 

which holds such intrigue and fas-

cination. 

 
A version of this account by Margaret 

Brown appeared in the January edition 

of The Folly. 



14 

The January meeting of the U3A 

followed the annual January 

Japes meal which was provided 

by Sadlers outside caterers. As 

we have come 

to expect, the 

meal was deli-

cious and thor-

oughly en-

joyed by eve-

ryone and af-

terwards we 

all settled to a 

very entertain-

ing show by 

member Dave 

Headey and 

friends called 

Act IV. 

 

It was an-

nounced that 

the play, 

“Albert and 

the Co-

optimists” 

took place in 1935 and the Co-

optimists, a party of four variety 

entertainers led by Stanley Hol-

loway, were at the start of a con-

cert in the small market town of 

Faringdon, Berkshire. Stanley Hol-

loway was a comic singer, monolo-

gist and actor and he recited many 

monologues. 

 

 Dave and his 

fellow actors 

linked the 

various 

sketches with 

dialogue that 

kept everyone 

laughing. In 

‘The Lion and 

Albert’ sketch 

we heard how 

Albert, a 

young boy, 

went to the 

seaside at 

Blackpool 

with his par-

ents, Mr & 

Mrs Rams-

bottom. They 

then went to 

the zoo where the lion called Wal-

lace was peacefully sleeping. Then 

young Albert with his stick with an 

‘orses ‘ead ‘andle stuck it in Wal-

lace’s ear but the lion did not like it 

Meeting - Thursday 11th January 
 

“Albert and the Co-optimists ”  
 

Dave Headey and Act IV 
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and swallowed the little lad whole! 

After Albert was swallowed by the 

lion in his best clothes, we were all 

very relieved that Albert was finally 

recovered from the lion! Although, 

Mr Ramsbottom, Albert ‘s father, 

seemed rather to prefer collecting 

the insurance money! 

 

The story of ‘Runcorn Ferry’ had 

everyone laughing as we heard how 

Mr & Mrs Ramsbottom and their 

son Albert wanted to use the ferry 

but would not pay ‘tuppence per 

person a trip’ thinking it was expen-

sive. They then paddled until they 

were up to their necks and the little 

boy out of sight! Fearing they 

would be drowned they decided to 

go back to the ferryman and in the 

end agreed to row the boat across 

themselves and pay only a penny 

each. 

 

The stories were portrayed with 

northern accents, as was intended 

and were all extremely well drama-

tized and very funny. 

The play featured the following 

sketches: Sam – Pick up tha Mus-

ket, The Lion and Albert, Runcorn 

Ferry, The Jubilee Sovrin, Albert 

and the ‘Eadsman, The Recumbent 

Posture and finally The Return of 

Albert. These monologues were all 

written by George Marriott Edgar, 

apart from Sam Small which was 

written by Stanley Holloway. 

 

The characters in the monologues 

were: George Marriott Edgar 

played by Dave Headey, Stanley 

Holloway played by Andy 

Pritchard and Mabel Constanduros 

played by Helen Barter. The 

compere was Carolyn Taylor and 

the pianist was Richard Cleghorn 

Brown. 

 

A version of this account by Shela 

Rowan appeared in the February 

edition of  The Folly. 
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Bob Macfarlane has a lifetime of 

working in the motor industry 

around the world. He started as a 

young apprentice in Birmingham 

at Morris Commercial cars in 1956 

where he trained for five years in 

overalls. He then went onto the 

export division, which took him 

into Africa 

and then to 

work for 

Volks-

wagen and 

eventually 

for Mit-

shubishi. 

He com-

mented on 

how differ-

ently the 

different 

manufac-

turers make cars, especially the 

Japanese. 
 

He began by telling us a story 

about how many years ago, when 

his first car was an Austin 7 with 

cable brakes which could be tight-

ened up if they became ‘dodgy’. 

He kept us all amused by telling us 

how he stopped the car by nudging 

into a big car when his cable  

 

brakes failed.  
 

The story of the VW Beetle began 

in 1934 in Germany when there was 

an economic crisis, with many peo-

ple unemployed so the plan was 

created to build many miles of auto-

bahns. In 1936 these were com-

pleted and 

full employ-

ment was 

achieved by 

making of 

armaments 

for the 

army, air 

force and 

navy.  
 

So, to keep 

employment 

high Adolf 

Hitler asked 

the car manufacturers in Europe to 

make a “People’s Car” that would 

carry two adults and two children 

and their luggage for around 

£10,000 in today’s money. There 

was not a lot of interest until Doctor 

Porsche said that he could do it 

within the budget. This car was 

originally tagged the Porsche Type 

60 and had the distinctive round 

Meeting – Thursday 8th February 
 

“The Story of the Volkswagen Beetle” 
 

Bob Macfarlane 
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shape and the air cooled, rear 

mounted engine. However, Bob 

went on to tell us that this car never 

really got off the ground because 

the Second World War started. 

 

After the war, Ivan Hirst was sent 

out to the bombed remnants of the 

Volkswagen factory in Wolfsburg 

for the British army. As a Major 

with the Royal Electrical and Me-

chanical engineers (REME) he had 

not run a factory but the well-

known manufacturers did not want 

to take on the car so Hirst did in 

fact take on the role. It was a diffi-

cult job as the workforce were to-

tally demoralised but Hirst perse-

vered and made the car with the 

British and Americans being the 

main market and anyone in 

Wolfsburg who had the money to 

buy a car. Later, when the factory 

was successful it was offered for 

sale to all the major car manufac-

turers but no buyer was found.  
 

Eventually, former Opel manager, 

Heinz Nordhoff was appointed di-

rector of the Volkswagen factory in 

1949. Under Nordhoff, production 

increased dramatically over the 

following decade, with the one-

millionth car coming off the as-

sembly line by 1955. During this 

post-war period, the Beetle had 

superior performance in its cate-

gory with a top speed of 71 mph. 

Nordhoff then went to the dealers 

in USA who agreed to buy large 

numbers of cars and further success 

was guaranteed. 
 

Bob then showed us photographs of 

the factory in Wolfsburg which was 

built in a long line close to trans-

port systems to facilitate the trans-

portation of raw materials and be-

came fully automated. We were 

surprised by how large the press 

machines were in the factory and in 

fact the size of the factory. 
 

Finally, Bob talked about how he 

had bought and then restored his 

VW Beetle, which he had brought 

along to show members. He also 

told his audience how he had re-

stored the Beetle which was found 

near Witney in a poor state. 
 

We thanked Bob for his enthusias-

tic talk about the VW Beetle and 

showing some very interesting pho-

tographs. 
 

A version of this account by Shela 

Rowan will  appear in the March 

edition of The Folly. 
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FARINGDON  GROUPS 
 

Art    Kay Fox   01367 240604 

Ashmolean   Aileen Bridge   01793 784720  

Astronomy   Stuart Priest   01367 240118  
Blues & Roots   Sheila Donovan  01367 243363 

Books    Kay Chamberlain  01367 242647 

Bridge - All levels  Steve Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Cryptic Crosswords  Peter Smith   01367 241241 
Current Affairs   Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Embroidery   Suellen Pedley   01367 710680 

Family History   Ian Clarkson   01793 782836 

Folk Dancing   Val Hudspeth   01367 241035 

Foreign Language Films Robin Stewart   01367 241295 

French Conversation  Françoise Stacey  01367 241813 

French Intermediate & Advanced     Carolyn Williams  01367 241208 

Gardeners   Christina Field   01367 241265 
German   Victoria Paleit   01865 821594 

Golf Croquet (summer)  Steve  Braithwaite  01367 240929 

History    Mike Iremonger  01367 241361 

History of Art   Mairead Boyce   01367 243065 
Italian - Improvers  Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240929 

Jazz    Patrick Wheare   01367 241927 

    Robin Ison   01865 821154 

Mah Jong   Carolyn Clarkson  01793 782836 
Military History  Bjorn Watson   01793 782748 

Music Appreciation  Beryl Cooper   01367 242908  

Opera    Anthony Burdall  01367 240713 

Photography   Anthony Burdall  01367 240713 
Play Reading   Mary Love   01367 710754 

Poetry    Sandra Cooper   01367 243831 

Qigong    Janette Saville   01367 243958  

Quilting   Valerie Burdall   01367 240713 

Quiz    Sylvia Bowley   01367 241296 

Ramblers   Kay Chamberlain  01367 242647 

Recorder Consort  Peter Smith   01367 241241 
Science & Technology  Ron Colyer   01793 782363  

Seams like fun   Valerie Burdall   01367 240713 

Spanish - Intermediate  Robin Stewart   01367 241295 

Striders    Françoise Stacey  01367 241813 
Strollers       New leader required   

Theatre Goers   Sylvia Bowley   01367 241296 

Travel     New leader required 

Ukulele   Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240929 
Wine Appreciation  Ricky Cunningham  01367 242626 

Yoga    Jane Archer   01793 782876  
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Notes for Members 
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator 

Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or email 91gometz@gmail.com  

 Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of 

groups is provided on page 18. 

 Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the 

Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has 

room for new members.  

 All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but 

before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups Co-

ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest 

Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s). 

 For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester 

Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street. 

ART 
 

There are now two Art classes on the same day, the second and fourth 

Thursday each month.  
 

The last sessions this term will be on 8th March.  
 

Art class dates starting after Easter as follows -  

12th April, 26th April, 10th May, 24th May, 7th June  
 

Am class 10.00 - 12.00 noon. 

Pm class 12.30 - 2.30pm. 
 

Venue - Barber rooms behind All Saints' Church 

£ 4.00 per session including tea/coffee etc. 
 

All very welcome from beginners upward. 

Please contact  - 
Kay Fox - 01367 240 604 - philippafox@btinternet.com 

Christine Moorhouse - 01367 244 434 - chrismoorhouse@talktalk.net 
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ASHMOLEAN  
 

The Ashmolean Group organises visits to the Ashmolean Museum in Ox-

ford in the morning of the first Thursday of each month. Each month we 

are treated to a introduction to a different part of the Ashmolean's aston-

ishing collection by their knowledgeable and enthusiastic staff. Meetings 

start with the group gathering at 11:00 am in the Greek & Roman Sculp-

ture Gallery immediately to the left of the main entrance to the museum 

and  take approximately one hour. There is a fee of £8 for each person at-

tending. 
 

The March visit will take place on 1st March when Lynne Ward will in-

troduce us to Symbolism in Western Art. On 4th April we will be looking 

at Ceramics with Dinah Reynolds and on 3rd May we will be focussing on 

Old Master Drawings with Cassey O'Brien. The May visit will take place 

in the Print Room - a part of the Ashmolean not normally open to the pub-

lic and the venue in the past for some of our most fascinating of these in-

teresting visits. 
 

Arrangements have been made for a second visit each month if required to 

accommodate all those wishing to attend.   
 

For details please contact Acting Leader Aileen Bridge  

Email: aileen.bridge@gmail.com Tel: 01793 784 720 
 

ASTRONOMY 
 

There are no longer monthly meetings but up-to-date information can be 

found in the monthly Astronomy Newsletter posted on our website.  
 

For more information contact coordinator Stuart Priest 01367 240 118. 
 

BLUES & ROOTS 
 

This group explores the Roots of the Blues and Popular Music including a 

variety of music genres – from folk, country, jazz, gospel, rock ‘n’ roll and 

British rhythm & blues of the 50s and 60s to contemporary blues/ 

rock. Podcasts provide themed historical context and early recordings.  

In addition we watch and/or listen to concerts, performances and docu-

mentaries. Members are invited to bring along CD or DVD recordings to 

play. 
 

Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday each month at The Bell Hotel, 

Faringdon at 2.30pm.  
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More detailed information and updates are made available to group mem-

bers by email. To be added to the mailing list please contact  

Sheila Donovan at sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk or 01367 243 363.  
 

BRIDGE 
 

Beginners 
 

The newly formed group will continue to meet into the spring, normally 

on the first and third Monday of each month. We meet at 25 Stallpits 

Road, Shrivenham, at 10:00am. Dates for the next three months are 5th 

and 19th March, 9th and 23rd April (because of Easter) and 14th and 21st 

May (because of Bank Holiday). 
 

For further information contact 

Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com 
 

Intermediate and Experienced  
 

All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church 

Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park) 

from 10.00am to 12noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given 

below: 
 

Intermediate 
 

 Mon 12th Mar & Wed 14th  Mar  

 Mon 9th Apr & Wed 11th Apr 

 Wed 9th May & Mon 14th  May  
   

Experienced     
 

 Wed 21st  Mar 

 Wed 18th  Apr  

 Wed 23rd May 
 

If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable 

to attend.  
 

For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite 

steve.bridge1@gmail.com  or 01367 240 929  
 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
 

We normally meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 

10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about 

a couple of hours including a refreshment break.  

mailto:sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com
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The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’ 

or ‘The Observer Everyman’ standard. Over the year members accumulate 

points to find the year’s ‘top solver’. We also look at things of interest to 

‘cruciverbalists’, brought together in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued 

at the meeting. 
 

The schedule for the next few months:   

23rd  March, 27th April,  25th May. 
 

If you would like to know more, contact the group leader, Peter Smith 

(01367 241 241 or  pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 
 

CURRENT AFFAIRS 

 

This lively group discusses various topical subjects, usually following a 

presentation by a member. 

We meet on the second Thursday in the month at 10.30am at 19 Coxwell 

Road, Faringdon. 
 

 8th March  What’s in the Newspapers this Week? 

   (bring an article from a recent paper) 

 12th April  Are our Councils in Crisis?  

 10th May  The Suffragettes  
 

 Please join us! 
 

Contact Jenny or Steve Braithwaite on 01367 240 929  

jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk 
 

EMBROIDERY 

 

The Embroidery Group meet on the second Tuesday of each month from 

2.00pm until 4.00pm.The group are busy exploring many aspects of this 

art form, especially Black work. This type of embroidery has a long his-

tory going back to medieval times, and is mentioned in the works of Geof-

frey Chaucer.  

The big change is that we now meet at my home, 44, Hunters Field,  

Stanford-in-the-Vale,  Faringdon. Oxon. SN7 8LX. 

For further information or for any problems with travelling to Stanford, 

contact me, Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680 or suellenpedley@aol.com). 
 

FAMILY HISTORY 
 

The next meeting of the Experienced group, aimed at those who have al-

mailto:suellenpedley@aol.com


23 

ready made significant progress with their research, will be on Friday 23rd 

March - Please note this is not the usual last Friday. We will have updates 

from members of the group who have managed to make progress over the 

winter months, followed by our customary wall demolishing session. We 

meet again on Friday 25th May. Until further notice we will continue to 

meet at 25 Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, starting at 11:00am. If you are in-

terested in joining this lively group please get in touch. 
 

The Beginners’ group will meet on Tuesday 27th March for the last of the 

planned six sessions, when we will look at different ways of displaying 

Family Trees as well as reviewing and updating previous sessions. I am 

holding an extra session on Tuesday 24th April, primarily for those who 

have missed a couple of earlier sessions but all members of the group will 

be very welcome.  All meetings are at 25 Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, 

starting at 10:00am. We have only just started and have room for a couple 

more if anyone is interested in joining us. No prior knowledge is assumed. 

If you are interested please get in touch. 
 

Ian Clarkson, 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com 
 

FOLK DANCING  
 

What a fantastic start to the Folk Dancing year.  We welcomed several new 

members in January, including men!  It has made such a difference to the 

group. They obviously enjoyed it as they returned in February. 

If anyone else would like to join us, please do.   

We meet on the first Thursday of each month at 2.30pm in the Catholic 

Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car Park). 
 

Next sessions: 1st March, 5th April, 3rd May, 7th June. 

Contact Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com) 

 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS 
 

 

Wednesday, 18th April 

The film shown will be "Medecin de Campagne" (2016), directed and 

scripted by Medic-turned-director Thomas Lilti.  This warm, semi-

documentary film starring Francois Cluzet and Marianne Denicourt, por-

trays the life of the French country doctor in rural France.  It is in French 

with English subtitles.  
 

The film will be shown at 2 for 2.15 pm at 14 The Pines, Faringdon.   

For more information please contact Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295. 

mailto:ian.clarkson@gmail.com
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GARDENERS  
 

Thursday, 15th March  

Visit to the Living Rainforest, Nr Newbury, using the Community Bus.  

Leaving the GSCP at 1.15pm. 

Cost:  Entrance £6.50 (Group Booking 16+):  Bus  £6.50  Please contact 

Christina to reserve  and pay for your seat on the bus. 
 

Thursday, 19th April  

Visit to North Cerney House Gardens to see their display of Tulips.  En-

trance £5.00. Afternoon tea is available. Meet in the GSCP at 1.15pm for 

car sharing to North Cerney. 
 

Thursday, 17th May  

Visit to Stourhead, a world famous Landscape Garden.  This trip is open 

to all members of the U3A.  Stourhead is a National Trust property so en-

trance is free to National Trust Members. Details will be available at the 

next meetings and on the Faringdon U3A web site. 
 

ADVANCE NOTICE 

Monday, 25th June    
Visit to The Courts Garden and Great Chalfield Manor, Nr Melksham, 

which are both National Trust properties, although there is a small charge 

to view the Manor House. Details will be available shortly. 
 

For further information contact Christina Field on 01367 241 265 and for 

the Stourhead Visit – Peter Raven on 01367 810 621. 

 

GOLF CROQUET  
 

Will be held on the following dates (weather permitting)  

    Monday 16th April      Monday 14th May      Monday  21st May 

at Livingstone House, 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon from 2pm onwards.  

Contact Steve & Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240 929 

or email: steve.jenny@hotmail.com 

 

HISTORY OF ART 
 

We meet on the third Thursday at 2 pm in The Old Town Hall. 

On 15th March, our subject will be Pop Art, on 19th April we will be 
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looking at Minimalism, and in May we are planning a trip out.  
 

All are welcome, feel free to get in touch with me should you be inter-

ested. Contact Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065  

or boycemairead@aol.com 
 

IMPROVERS ITALIAN 
 

We meet on the second and fourth Tuesdays in the month in various 

members’ homes. If you speak some Italian already and would like to join 

us, you are very welcome. 

Please phone Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929 
 

JAZZ 
 

Peter Robinson will be taking a fresh look at the Newport Jazz Festival 

when we meet for our next meeting on Monday 12th March. Then on 9th 

April Robin Ison will give us 'The History of the Saxophone in Jazz'. On 

14th May David Day's title is 'A Lass Smith and Jones'. Sounds intriguing. 

And then on 11th June Sheila Donovan listens to the sound of the 

Hammond Organ. Don't miss any of these dates. 
 

We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library, 

Gloucester Street, from 10.30 am to about noon. We try to cover all as-

pects of jazz from the early days to the present time. If you're interested 

just turn up. There's no need to book or ring in advance. We charge £1 a 

meeting to cover costs (and the occasional outside speaker) and tea/coffee 

and lemon drizzle cake produced by Linda Leggett, said to be one of Eng-

land's finest lemon drizzle cake makers. 
 

For more information ring or email  Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or 

patandeve@wheare.me) or Robin Ison (01865 821 154 or rri-

son@chem-intermediates.com). 
 

MAH JONG 
 
 

We usually meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 

2.00 – 4.00pm We are a friendly group who are learning the game. 

New members are always welcome. 
 

Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue 
 

mailto:patandeve@wheare.me
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7th March  Marlene’s (Stanford) 
21st March  Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) 

4th April  Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) (Note the switch—holidays!) 

18th April  Marlene’s (Stanford) 

2nd May  Marlene’s (Stanford) 

16th May   Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) 
 

For further information contact 

Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com or 

Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or (new email address)  

marlenejmartin22@gmail.com  

 

MILITARY HISTORY 
 

The Military History Group meets on the first Thursday of the month and 

we consider an eclectic range of topics.  
 

Meetings take place at Walnut Tree Cottage, 9A Stainswick Lane, 

Shrivenham SN6 8DU. 
 

You are very welcome to join us. For more information, please contact 

Bjorn Watson at bjornwatson@btinternet.com or on 01793 782 748.  
 

MUSIC APPRECIATION 
 

We continue to meet in Faringdon Library on the 4th Monday of the 

month  (Beware  -  this is not always the last Monday of the month) at 

10.15 for 10.30 to hear a wide range of topics presented by an equally 

wide range of speakers from within our group and with a chance to enjoy 

tea, coffee, cakes, etc while listening and learning  -  and all with no 

charge.  Can you resist?  If not, please contact Beryl. 
 

A reminder to all members of the group:  I would be most grateful if you 

would let me know beforehand whether you are or are not coming to each 

meeting, so that we can set up appropriately . 
 

Spring Programme 
 

26th  March    Mahler 

23rd  April     To be arranged 

28th  May       To be arranged 
 

Beryl Cooper  01367 242 908 or  beryl.cooper12@gmail.com   
 

mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com
mailto:marlenejmartin22@gmail.com
mailto:bjornwatson@btinternet.com
mailto:beryl.cooper12@gmail.com
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OPERA 
 

For our next meeting of the Opera Group, on Monday 12th March, we 

shall be enjoying Bizet’s ‘Les Pecheurs de Perles’ from Teatro La Fenice, 

Venice. For April it is the New York Metropolitan Opera with Donezetti’s 

‘Marie Strada’ and then in May back to the Royal Opera for Puccini’s 

‘Turandot’. 
 

As previously, there will be three showings. These are: 
 

First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon) 

usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A Monthly Meeting.   

Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm; 

The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, Far-

ingdon);  

The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines, Faring-

don) typically starting at 2:00pm finishing at approximately 5:00pm. 
 

For details please contact Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or          

anthony.burdall@burdall.net), Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or 

Linda Leggett (01367 241 430). 

Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera. 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

Since the last Newsletter, the Photographic Group has undertaken expedi-

tions to Basildon Park to view Joyeux Noël, and Slimbridge. In addition 

there have been two assignments, ‘Autumn Colours’ and ‘Night time’. 
 

The next meeting on 14th March will be a Photo Day Exercise: Landscape 

and filters – The Manger and White Horse, and East Leach. In April there 

will be a Photo review plus talk by a group member followed in May by a 

Photographic Expedition to Didcot Railway Centre ‘Industrial images’.  

Bi-monthly assignments over the next three months, on completion of 

‘Night time’, will be ‘Food’ and ‘Landscapes of Oxfordshire’. 

The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 

2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel: 

01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).  

Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to pro-

duce better images. 
 

mailto:anthony.burdall@burdall.net
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PLAY READING 
 

The Play Reading Group meets on the first Thursday of the month from 

1030-1230 in Faringdon Library. 
 

For more information contact Mary Love on  01367 710 754 

or maryvivienlove@yahoo.com  
 

POETRY 
 

In March we'll be up with the 'Lark' 

April for phrase twists on 'Park' 

May for a month of 'Jaunts' 

throughout, we'll find words to flaunt. 

We meet on the third Monday of the month at 10.30am in Faringdon Li-

brary:  19th March; 16th April; 21st May. 

Bring yourself, and words chosen with aplomb. 
 

If you would like to know more, call Sand Cooper on 01367 243 831 or 

sand.co15@rocketmail.com 
 

QIGONG 
 

 

A "relaxed" and "qi full" group working together to improve our health 

and wellbeing. As our first group is full at the moment an opportunity to 

join a second weekly group is offered from Friday 9th  March. An hour 

session starting from 11.15am. in the Jubilee Room, The Pump House, 

Faringdon. 

Qigong is an enjoyable form of exercise, using gentle movements Qigong 

will help to improve flexibility, circulation and mobility for all. Our core 

practice is based on the Tai Chi Qigong Shibashi form which is accessible 

for the less mobile as it can also be practiced whilst sitting. The group is 

for mixed abilities, men and women so please come and join us. 

£10.00 for 4 week block or £3.00 for drop-in session. 
 

For more information please see the U3A website,  or  contact   

Janette Saville (01367 243 958) or   janettesaville@icloud.com 
 

QUILTING 
 
 

The Patchwork & Quilting Group meets on the last Wednesday of the 

month from 2pm - 4pm at 2 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY. 
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Beginners and long-term quilters are all very welcome. We teach hand and 

machine quilting. 
 

For more information contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713 
 

QUIZ 
 

 

   9th March    13th April   11th May  8th June  

 

Why not come along to our group? It is fun! The questions vary as do the 

quizmasters!  But there are no prizes and no particular battles either! Get 

your little grey cells working. In the Old Town Hall, Faringdon at 10am 

on the above Fridays. Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241 296 or 

email sylkenbow@talktalk.net 

 
RAMBLERS 

 

Dates of the next three walks are: 

22nd March : 6 mile circle  Eastleach.  

Contact Kay for details 
 

26th April: 5.75 mile circle  Bibury.  Contact Kay for details 
 

24th May : Kay is on holiday.  Would anyone like to lead a walk? 

Contact Kay Chamberlain on 01367 242 647 or kaycham@tiscali.co.uk  

 

RECORDER CONSORT 
 
 

The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere 

on instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows access to a 

wide range of music. We normally meet in the afternoons of the third and 

last Thursday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually 

starting at 2.00pm. Sessions are of about two hours duration including a 

break for refreshments.  
 

We will meet on: 

   15th & 29th March     19th & 26th April         17th & 31st May  
 

For more information contact Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or 

pdes_smith@hotmail.com) 
 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net


30 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

Science and Technology Group Spring Programme 

6th March - Talk entitled "Electrification of the Great Western Railway - 

with a focus on tunnels and foundations" by Thomas Mynors, Design En-

gineer with Arup. The talk will be in the Barber Rooms, Faringdon and 

will start at 1730 with tea and biscuits from 1700. 
 

17th April - Visit to the new REME Museum, Lyneham, Nr Swindon, 

starting at 1400. Transport in shared cars. 
 

8th May - Talk on "Cybersecurity" by Martin Lee, Senior Research Man-

ager at CISCO, a leading company in this field. 
 

Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363  

Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com  or from the website 

 

SEAMS LIKE FUN 
 

Meetings take place from 2 to 4 pm on the first Monday of the month.                                                                                                                                                                                         

If you would like to go back to dress-making or start from scratch come 

and join us at 2 Fernham Road Faringdon.  
 

For details contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713.   
 

STRIDERS 
 

Walks will be advertised on the website in due course. 
 

Contact Françoise Stacey  b.f.stacey@outlook.com  or  01367 241 813.   
 

STROLLERS 

 

Further information will be available on the website in due course. 

 

THEATREGOERS 
NEW PROGRAMME 

 
 

A FAMILIAR COMEDY! 

Saturday 30th June Matinee at Salisbury Playhouse Whisky Galore  

We have lovely seats and I hope that enough of you will come to allow for 

a full size coach. That also means there would be room on board for pas-

sengers who would just like a day out in Salisbury. Please phone for a 

mailto:roncolyersandt@gmail.com
mailto:b.f.stacey@outlook.com
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price for journey only. This new production of Mackenzie’s play is set in 

1955. 

It is a tribute to the feisty, fearless all female companies of the post war 

years, featuring the Pallas Players as they play all the hilarious characters 

in this comedy classic. The islanders of Great and Little Todday are dis-

mayed to find their whisky supply dwindling as the government diverts 

the precious stuff to the Americans, trying to bribe them to support the war 

effort. Then there is a shipwreck……. 

The price of this very funny play is £38 pp which includes transport.  

Please send your total payment plus a form to Jane at the address on the 

form in this newsletter by 27th April. 
 

AND A MYSTERY! 

Saturday 21st July Matinee at The Everyman Cheltenham  

Sherlock Holmes—The Final Curtain   

We will be travelling by Community Bus, and are sitting in the Circle 

(there is a lift). Holmes lives in retirement on the South Coast, he keeps 

bees, occasionally fishes, and plays his violin when rheumatism allows! 

Sounds a perfect member for the U3A! He comes out of retirement to 

solve a mystery involving Mrs Watson (the widow of Dr.John Watson). 

Starring Robert Powell and Liza Goddard. The total price is £43 for this 

exciting performance. Lots of time before the deadline—15th May. Send 

your total payment plus a form to Jane at the address on the form in this 

newsletter.   
 

Separate forms and cheques  for each show, please. 
 

 KEEP CHECKING THE WEB SITE,  

AS I CHANGE THAT EVERY TIME THERE IS NEED! 
 

 

All members are welcome to join us on any trip. Also, should you wish to 

go to the venue as a tourist or shopper and not the theatre, then it would be 

possible to use the coach as transport only. We do have a mailing list of 

interested members, and when we book an outing anybody on that list will 

receive notification, so if you do not receive such emails (or letters) and 

would like to, then contact Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296   

or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added.  
 

Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is Jane Horey, 01793 

766 177  or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk 
 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
mailto:janehorey@hotmail.co.uk
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TRAVEL 
 

It is with regret that I announce the cancellation of the holiday to Corn-

wall. The reason was just not enough response.  Those booked on it know 

and have been refunded.  
 

We have had some good holidays and lots of laughs so thanks to those 

people who tried them. Although running the group is not that onerous it 

does need a bit of enthusiasm and when the response is poor the enthusi-

asm goes. So this group is up for a new leader! 
 

Contact Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296  or sylkenbow@talktalk.net 
 

UKULELE 
 

We now have two groups. Our vibrant, Improvers group meets on the first 

and third Fridays at 2.30pm at the United Church Hall. 
 

Recently started is a second group which is suitable for beginners and 

those who prefer to learn at a gentler pace. If you would like to have a go, 

no experience needed, we have Ukes to borrow and can teach you the ba-

sics. Meets second and fourth Fridays at 2.30pm at 19 Coxwell Road.  
 

You are very welcome to either group, whichever you prefer. 

Please ring Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929 

 
WINE APPRECIATION—A NEW VINTAGE 

 
 

Wow! What a terrific Festive Lunch in December. Sadlers did us proud 

with tasty food and excellent service with our so-carefully-chosen wines 

completing the event. Many thanks to all who came and made it such a 

good do. 

Upcoming Events 

We now have a full programme planned for the year, which started on 20th  

February with five of our members doing a side-by-side comparison of 

two wines each.  
 

17th April 

The Cellar Team will report on their first season, present a cash summary, 

call for bouquets or brickbats from the members and have a teams quiz, 

including mystery tastings. Prizes will be awarded. The info email goes 

out mid March and bookings close on 27th March. 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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26th June 

Following last year’s good trip to Brightwell Vineyard we’ve booked a 2 

hour tour of Henley’s Chiltern Valley Wines. Transport’s available for the 

first 16 to book – the email goes out late May. 
 

21st August 

Event switch. The Supermarket Challenge has moved to this slot. 
 

16th October 

New Date! A week earlier than originally planned, this will be a profes-

sionally led tasting of some half dozen sherries – probably the world’s 

most under-rated wines. 
 

11th  December 

Festive Lunch. Sadlers is booked. 
 

For more information contact Ricky Cunningham on 01367 242 626 
 

YOGA 
 

No previous experience is needed. The classes are designed specifically to 

help with mobility in older people while still holding to the principles of 

Hatha Yoga.   
 

Please contact Jane Archer on 01793 782 876.   
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THAMES VALLEY NETWORK  
NEWS  

 

Last year’s series of Study Days was so successful that the (unintended) 

profits will be spent in 2018 subsidising the meals for attendees at this 

year’s events.  So far, the following list of subjects is being planned: 

 

Inspirational Photography: booked out already.   

 A repeat is possible: date is not known yet but 60 already on the 

waiting list. Probably will take place in May.   
 

Morris at Kelmscott: 10th.May   

 Details already sent around by e-mail. 
 

A History of Thames: is in the planning stage. 
 

The Role of Small Ships at Dunkirk:  19th June at Henley Rowing 

Museum.  
 

Polar Exploration: 4th September at Benson Village Hall.  
  

Building a Website:  17th October at Benson Village Hall  

 (Wordpress based).  
 

Medicine and Art: 1st November at Benson Village Hall 

 (with an anatomy emeritus professor on art and medicine).  

 

In each case, your TVN representative will, the moment they are received, 

send round booking details directly to those who have opted for this sys-

tem, as well as ensuring at the same time that the event details and book-

ing forms appear on the Faringdon U3A website. 

 

Enjoy the events in the year ahead! 
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 Faringdon & District Theatre Group 
 

All cheques to be made out to : 
 

Faringdon U3A Theatre Account 

 
and sent to Mrs J. Horey, 73 Eastrop, Highworth, SN6 7AT. 
 

PERFORMANCE……………………………………………… 
 

AT………………………THEATRE, ON……………………. 
 

I REQUIRE……………….TICKETS and am enclosing 
 

 £...................  [ = the cost of ticket x number required.] 
 

Don’t forget to mark back of cheque with performance. 

 
 

NAME…………………………………………………………. 
TEL.  

NO………………….EMAIL………………………………….. 
 

All correspondence where possible will be by email so if you have 

an email please make sure we have it. If you don't you will still re-

ceive the information. This form is a standard one for ALL our 

theatre outings and therefore we need the information for each 

performance/theatre to be separate. Therefore if you are booking 

two separate outings please use two forms, with separate cheques 

marking the back of the cheque also. Thanks. 
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Night-time 


