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MEETINGS CALENDAR
Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each
month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a welcome from the Chairman and notices. The main event—usually a visiting
speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group
Leaders and socialise.
Thursday 14th Jun.
We are delighted to welcome Jenny Mallin who has recently spoken on
Woman’s Hour. Her talk, “A Grandmother’s Legacy” will cover five
generations of her family who lived in India during the British Raj. It will
be a visual and engaging presentation with family stories linked to history
through the old recipe book of her grandmother dating back to 1844.
Jenny will uncover some of the history behind the Anglo-Indian recipe
names such as vindaloo and korma and lead you on a culinary journey.
Jenny’s book was the winner as the UK’s entry for, “Best in the World”
cookbook.
Thursday 12th July
This month our speaker, Diz White, will talk about Downton Abbey film
locations in the Cotswolds, including a dip into the history of these sites,
encountered during her search to buy a 17 th century cottage in this beautiful area. She will include some humorous anecdotes from her meeting
with the stars of Downton Abbey.
Thursday 16th August - Summer Lunch
Thursday 13th September
Our speaker this month is a local amateur dramatics star in Wantage! Jennifer Cowling has an interesting talk, “From the Page to the Stage” and
she will go through her experiences of a lifelong hobby in amateur dramatics, both on and off the stage. Her talk gives an insight into what is
involved in putting on a musical show and answers the question: “Why
does it cost so much to see an AMATEUR show?”
Thursday 11th October
By popular demand we see the return of Brian Freeland and this time his
talk is entitled, “George Bernard Shaw - Playing the Clown.” He describes this talk as a canter through the life, loves and writings of, “the
greatest playwright since Shakespeare,” told as he always tells it, with a
whimsical sense of humour.
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Thursday 8th November
This month we are very lucky to have Dr David Jones as our speaker.
David works at the Natural History Museum in London and is an entomologist specialising in rainforests and soil ecology. His talk is called
“How Tropical Rainforests Work” and will include the main ecological
processes that keep rainforests functioning and the threats that surround
their long- term survival.
Thursday 13th December 2018
This month we are very happy to welcome to Faringdon local photographer and trainer Derek Gale whose talk is called, ‘How to take a better
Photograph’. Derek is well-known to the photography group and will
explain the art of improving our photographs and even give an insight into
the technical aspects of this fascinating hobby.
Thursday 10th January 2019
To be arranged.
Thursday 14th February
Our very own member, Anthony Burdall has promised a talk titled,
‘Alycone round Britain’ the story of him sailing around Britain, this
month. It promises to include some fabulous photography and sights that
can only be viewed from the water. He will talk about the many ‘magic
moments’ resulting from the weather, the places and the people he met.
This is bound to be an enthralling talk about the dangers and the thrilling
moments of a life-changing trip.
Thursday 14th March
Dinah Reynolds, a guide at the Ashmolean museum will tell us all about
Ceramics and bring some of her very many artefacts to show us. Dinah is
an authority on British ceramics and has worked for several years on the
Ashmolean collection. She is a renowned author and an experienced
speaker so we are very lucky that she has agreed to visit Faringdon.

NEW

WEBSITE ADDRESS

Please note our new website address which is:

https://faringdondistrictu3a.com/
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
My name is Margaret Brown, and at the Annual General Meeting in
April, I had the honour of being elected as your Chairman. For those of
you who do not know me, here is a photograph. I joined the U3A when I
moved to Faringdon in 2015
having retired from teaching in
the July, although I am no
stranger to the area having been
brought up in Compton
Beauchamp and educated at The
Elms, which in those days was
the girls’ Grammar School. I am
married to Geoff, who will now
be editing the Newsletter, and
we have a grown up son who
lives and works in Portsmouth.
I would first like to thank our outgoing Chairman, Peter Smith, for making the start of my Chairmanship so straightforward – the ‘handover’ was
seamless! It was through a conversation with Peter in Tesco that I became
a Committee member in the first place and is has been a most enjoyable
time working as Vice Chairman alongside him. We have one new member of the Committee so I would like to extend on your behalf a warm
welcome to Danielle Mills who will be working as part of the Planning
Team and my continued thanks to all the remaining Committee members
whose hard work and dedication make U3A a pleasure.
Summer with the U3A will be as busy as ever. We have a very healthy
membership of nearly 500 enjoying 43 different interest groups as I write.
We are always ready to support new ventures or resurrect old ones if there
is enough support. This spring alone we welcomed 35 new members.
In May we held a small get-together both for new members who have
joined since our Open Day last October and for Group Leaders as a thank
you for all their expertise and hard work in organising their groups and
activities. It is an opportunity to meet and share hospitality in convivial
surroundings and I hope if you were unable to come I will be able to meet
you and say ’hello’ during the year.
Thanks to the generosity of Steve and Jenny Braithwaite, there will be a
Summer Lunch on Thursday 16th August in their garden at 19 Coxwell
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Road. In order to gauge how many might attend – the limit is about 120 –
we will be contacting you after the July general meeting. There will be a
Summer Lunch ‘response’ link on the website or you can respond to the
email you’ll receive. You will find more details on Page 7.
This year we have had to address the issues of Data Protection and Safeguarding. We as a Committee are confident that we are meeting all the
requirements from the Charity Commission and also the Third Age Trust.
My thanks to everyone on the Committee for their input and hard work in
formulating our policies. You will be able to read information on GPDR
and the small changes to the Application Form on Page 14 of this Newsletter and we will publish the updated data protection and privacy policies
on the website. Information on Safeguarding will be in the next newsletter.
Enjoy the summer!
Margaret Brown

MESSAGE FROM OUTGOING CHAIRMAN
Dear Faringdon and District U3A members –
At our AGM in April I stepped down after three years as your Chairman,
handing over to Margaret Brown.
With the formal AGM proceedings over, I was completely overwhelmed
by the generous words spoken about me and by the gift of wine. Thank
you very much – rest assured that it will be enjoyed immensely.
I am certain that Faringdon and District U3A will thrive ‘under new management’. I still plan to be an active member and look forward to continued involvement both with the Groups I am already associated with and
maybe with others besides.
Thanks again – I feel very honoured to have been your Chairman.
Peter Smith

THANKS
I’d like to thank members for the beautiful flowers presented to me at the
April meeting following my retirement as editor of the Newsletter.
Elizabeth Smith
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FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A COMMITTEE 2018/19
Margaret
Brown
Simon
Coe
Neal
Cotton

Chairman

Liz
Cunningham
Ricky
Cunningham
Peter
Foot

Membership
Secretary
IT/Website
Coordinator
Thames Valley
Rep

01367 358 394
p.foot47@gmail.com

Rita
Higazi
Danielle
Mills
Peter
Robinson
Shela
Rowan
Alison
Thomson
Nigel
Wilkinson

Events and
Venue Team
Programme
Team
Events and
Venue Team
Speakers
Coordinator
Vice Chairman /Publicity
Treasurer

01367 244 494
ritahigazi@hotmail.com
01367 718 625
danielle@dcspi.com
01367 718 566
peterrobinsonnew@aol.com
01367 243 636
smr280652@gmail.com
01367 241 204
amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk
01367 242 809
nwilkinson@btinternet.com

Secretary
Groups
Co-ordinator

01367 615 385
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk
01367 240 744
ssjcoe@btinternet.com
01367 252 495
91gometz@gmail.com
01367 242 626
membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk

01367 242 626
itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk

DEADLINE FOR AUTUMN 2018 NEWSLETTER
Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the
Editor: Geoff Brown, 15 Eaton Close, Faringdon SN7 7FG
Tel: 01367 615 385; Email: newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk
by Wednesday 15th August 2018
The Autumn Newsletter will cover September, October and November.
It will be posted to all members in early September.
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SUMMER LUNCH
Thursday 16thAugust at 12.00
Our Summer Lunch will be held at
19 Coxwell Road thanks to the
continuing generosity of
Steve and Jenny Braithwaite.
All members are welcome to attend.
Meat, fish and vegetarian options will be provided together with bread etc.. There will also be wine and soft
drinks available.
Those who attend are asked to contribute either a salad
or a dessert which should be ‘ready-to-serve’ in a dish
that you should take away at the end.
To assist in gauging the number of attendees, in July we will be asking you either to go to our website and click on a link that will take
you to a simple ‘response form’ or use the link in the e-mail we’ll
be sending you. We hope that those without e-mail might have an ‘e
-mail buddy’. If this isn’t possible then telephone either Peter Robinson [01367 718 566] or Rita Higazi [01367 244 494] to say you
intend to come.
PARKING
If you plan to come by car,
please park considerately and
‘car-share’ if possible.
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting – Thursday 8th March

Alfred Williams, Our Forgotten Local Hero”
Graham Carter
Alfred Williams, who is he then?
That was the question on most
members lips at the beginning of
Graham Carter’s talk but by the
end we still wanted to know
more about the
very interesting
man who certainly is a forgotten, local
hero.
Graham began
by saying how
for most people
Alfred Williams is forgotten and this is a
shame as he
was a man of
considerable
talent who lived for all his life in
South Marston, near Swindon.
The Daily Mirror reported on
him and called him “The Hammerman Poet” as he was a hammerman, which is a highly
skilled job, in the railway works,
when 14,000 worked in Swindon
in the railway industry. He
worked in the carriage side, so

he was building metal parts for
wagons and carriages. So, he was a
full-time railway man who worked
for 23 ½ years and he wrote poems
and books in his spare time.
Alfred Williams
was born in 1877,
the 5th of 8 children in Cambria
Cottage, in South
Marston, so called
because his father
was Welsh. He
didn’t live there
very long because
when he was four
years old his father left his
mother, as he had
got into debt and
mortgaged the house, so the family
had to move down the road to Rose
Cottage where Alfred lived until he
got married in 1903. His wife was
called Mary and she came from
Hungerford and married Alfred
despite opposition from her family
who wanted her to marry a farmer’s
son. Then, he moved around the
corner to Dryden cottage, so not
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very far. This was the time when he
did most of his writing but then he
went to war in 1916. During this
time, he had to leave his home as it
was rented and so he found a
nearby piece of land and built a
house close by called Ranikhet, in
memory of his time in India.
Graham told his enthralled audience
how Alfred never stopped learning
in his whole life and he would have
loved the U3A and the facility to
continually learn new skills. He did
go to school but at the age of eight
he was a part-timer, working on
local farms in the afternoons, so he
didn’t have much of an education.
Despite this, he was sometimes
called the mad poet writing six
books of poetry that were published. His wife supported his writing and was completely devoted to
him.
Alfred also wrote and published a
book about village life in South
Marston using the names of characters from the village. The story goes
that he upset half the village because they were not in the book and
the other half because they were
depicted! These books were usually
signed by him as he sold them locally himself.
He decided in 1911 to write a book
about life at GWR were he still
worked. Alfred wanted to describe
the working conditions in the works
exactly as it was then. He described

the noise, the dirt and poor conditions and therefore could not publish the book until 1914, when he
had left his job. At this point in his
life he wrote several books about
rural life in The Vale of the White
Horse and Upper Thames. He travelled around talking to local people
and gathering information for his
books. It was whilst he was talking
to local inhabitants that he became
aware of so many folk songs that
were popular in local pubs. Alfred
felt that these were an important
part of the local heritage and would
be lost in time so he wrote another
book containing these songs. This
was in 1914 when he had stopped
working for GWR because of ill
health.
Alfred was a multi-talented man
and although nobody taught him to
paint he produced several water
colours and gave them to members
of the village. Then came the war
and he volunteered in 1916 and was
sent to India after a year of training
as a gunner. Whilst there he taught
himself Sanskrit and used this talent to translate into English, and
have published, a book of Indian
stories called ‘Tales From The
Panchatantra’. He initially struggled to have this published but it
was eventually taken on by Basil
Blackwell of Oxford.
So finally, Alfred Williams last
years were spent as quite a poor
man as his writings did not produce
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much money and he was a very
proud man who did not like taking
people’s charity. Alfred died in
1930 and is buried in South Marston church and his wife, Mary died
soon afterwards.
We are most grateful to Graham
for his entertaining talk and enlightening us about Alfred Williams.

We all felt that we wanted to know
more about this amazingly talented
man who lived so close to Faringdon.
A version of this account by Shela
Rowan appeared in the April edition of The Folly.

Meeting—Thursday 12th April

“Life as an Author ”
David Dalton
David treated us to a most entertaining insight into his life from his
early days in Carrickfergas, Northern Ireland where he was born and
lived for a short time, to the family’s move to the Scottish village of
Douglas where as he states he
learned to speak properly! From the
ancestral farm in the parish of Sullatober from which he took his
‘nom de plume’ surrounded by history, agriculture, forestry and the
remains of the outline of the old
mine dump it was inevitable that he
should drift into mining as a career.
After graduating in 1959 mining in
Scotland was already in decline and
he set his sights on South Africa
where for the next 30 years he
worked in the copper mines of
Northern Natal. The country was
wild with tumble weed blowing in
the fields and an average rainfall of

3 inches per annum. A hostile and
challenging existence to bring a
wife and children to but from
which experiences were sown the
seeds of his first book Welcome To
Oakhaven written many years later.
After retiring from the mines,
David moved his family to a flat in
Cape Town where he found the
desire to become a writer, but
knowing this would not just happen
enrolled on a correspondence
course to hone his skills. He began
writing Letters to the Editor and
then articles about a tractor museum. His photographs showed the
modification to a tractor which kept
it from flipping over and killing the
driver. He went on to write about
yachts and the people he met and
interviewed for his articles. He visited wine farms, one supposedly
haunted. With his wife Elice, they
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struck up conversations with a wide
range of people and found inspiration, listening and writing notes all
the while. They spoke to many fascinating people with tales to tell
from descendants of British royalty
to German aristocrats and relatives
of the King of
Sweden. He also
met a young man
who had been in
the army at Tobruk, a remarkably brave but
modest young
man as it turned
out but of mixed
race and as such
not permitted to
join the Remembrance Day parade. Undeterred
he wore his best
suit and medals
and was there to
salute his fallen
comrades and
from this act he inspired two books
based in the South Africa of 1914.
More inspiration created short stories which were printed and credit
was given to his Irish Granny, herself an authority in Fairies, Leprechauns and Banshees.
On his return to the UK David – or
Sullatober as he became – began to
write his novels in episodes which
his wife, Elice proof read while he
developed his style. He wrote about

people who had influenced him
particularly a teacher who had done
so much for the village children.
He addressed issues of social history and eventually a book set in
the Highlands – all romance and
adventure was born. The story of
“Drover” came
into being. A collection of short
stories called
“Bees in my Bonnet” saw a whole
range of story
topics for people
who “want a bit
of a read before
putting the light
out” but in
Sadie’s Boy he
turns his attention
to biography. It
was anecdotal
telling the story
of how he grew
up and found a
purpose in life.
We thank David for his generosity
in donating his books and bookmarks and for such a lively and
interesting talk about how his life
and experiences have gone on to
inspire his writing. His books are in
the Faringdon Library and online.
A version of this account by Margaret Brown appeared in the May
edition of The Folly.
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Meeting – Thursday 10th May

“Passports, Assassins, Traitors and Spies”
Martin Lloyd
Thrill to a dramatic account of how
the actions of a group of assassins
brought about a change in passport
regulations; how the unmasking of
a spy caused the modification in
passport design and how, for one
man, the
passport itself turned
into a killer.
This was the
synopsis that
our speaker,
Martin Lloyd
gave us just
to wet our
appetites and
my goodness, the
U3A members who
attended the
general meeting were certainly
entertained by Martin’s lively talk.
He began by explaining that he
was going to tell us three stories to
explain the role that passports have
played in of the course history.
The first one being, Murder at the
Opera which took place on Thursday 14th January 1858 in Paris, the
evening that the Emperor Napoleon III and his attractive Spanish

wife, the Empress Eugenie, were
visiting the opera that evening. As
he arrived, a bystander lobbed an
object which caused a tremendous
explosion and killed eight people
and injured over a hundred, but the
Emperor and
his wife were
unhurt and
took their
seats in the
Imperial box.
Everyone
wondered who
could be responsible for
such a terrible
deed, the answer was
Count Felice
Orsini, an Italian revolutionary living in London. However,
Count Felice had one problem, to
begin with, he did not have a passport of the day to travel to France
from England. At that time, England did not require of foreigners
that they provide themselves with
passports to disembark on their
shores but France and Belgium, did
require passports. There was a
document at that time called a pass-
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port but they were not popular and
they did not contain many details
of the person, in fact, the only requirement was that you knew the
Foreign Secretary personally!

This story was used to illustrate the
need for American passports too, to
have a photograph, to ensure no
one tried to pass themselves off as
someone else. a passport.

Many British subjects at that time
availed themselves of foreign passports especially as these were often
free of charge, a British passport
cost £2 7s 6d at the time. However,
no-one would agree to provide
Orsini with a passport as they knew
of his violent past, so he travelled
to Paris under the name of Thomas
Allsop, as he could acquire a passport without having a photograph
of himself on it.

We then learnt how the document
that we carry, in order to travel
abroad, is painstakingly effusive
about your nationality and identity.
The passport is now a familiar
document, used and recognised
worldwide and yet it has no basis in
law: one country cannot oblige another to admit its subjects simply
by issuing a document but the state,
by insisting on the requirement to
hold a passport, provides for itself a
neat, self-financing data collection
and surveillance system.

So, we learnt how it was possible
for Orsini to travel to France and
commit a horrific attack on the
French, who were extremely angry
with the British government and
refused to issue French passports to
British people again.
Martin’s second story took place in
Berlin in 1914, when Germany had
just declared war on Russia. The
American tourists wanted to leave
and needed an exit permit stamped
by the German Foreign Ministry.

We were enthralled by Martin’s
story -telling, his detailed knowledge, wit and enthusiasm for the
subject. Martin answered several
questions and received a hearty
round of applause for a really welldelivered talk.
A version of this account by Shela
Rowan will appear in the June edition of The Folly.

Workshop
AN INTRODUCTION TO SOLVING CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS
This workshop, which first ran in 2016, will be run again on
WEDNESDAY 11th JULY from 10.30 until 12.30
at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, SN7 7JZ
To book a place contact Peter Smith on 01367 241 241 or
pdes_smith@hotmail.com before the end of June
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GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION
(GDPR)
The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is an update to the
existing Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA). GDPR will apply in the
UK from 25th May 2018 and will replace the DPA.
The main change for Faringdon & District U3A relates to the requirement to identify a lawful basis for collecting and processing
your data. Your Committee has taken advice from the U3A National Office and determined that the lawful basis for collecting and
processing your data for membership services, including the newsletter, is “contract” as the payments made by members for their
membership provides the necessary basis for a contractual relationship. For the distribution of the Trust publications the lawful basis
is “consent” as this requires members’ names and addresses to be
sent to outside publishing and distribution companies.
As a result of GDPR, we have made the following changes:


Redesigned the Membership Application/Renewal form
(paper & online equivalents) to include a ‘Privacy Statement’,
updated ‘Terms & Conditions of Membership’ and getting
consent to be added to mailing list for the Third Age Trust
magazines.



Written Data Protection & Privacy Policy documents. These
can be viewed on the Faringdon & District U3A website
https://faringdondistrictu3a.com/ or obtained from our IT/
Website Coordinator.

It is important that we keep members’ data up-to-date, so if any of
your details change during the year or you wish to be removed from
the mailing lists of the Third Age Trust magazines or our local
Newsletter please contact the Membership Secretary or use the
‘Change of Details’ form on our website.
Ricky Cunningham
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FARINGDON GROUPS
Art
Ashmolean
Astronomy
Blues & Roots
Books
Bridge - All levels
Cryptic Crosswords
Current Affairs
Embroidery
Family History
Folk Dancing
Foreign Language Films
French Conversation
French Intermediate & Advanced
Gardeners
German
Golf Croquet (summer)
History
History of Art
Italian - Improvers
Jazz
Mah Jong
Military History
Music Appreciation
Opera
Photography
Play Reading
Poetry
Qigong
Quilting
Quiz
Ramblers
Recorder Consort
Science & Technology
Scrabble
Seams like fun
Spanish - Intermediate
Striders
Strollers
Theatre Goers
Travel
Ukulele
Wine Appreciation
Yoga

Kay Fox
Aileen Bridge
Stuart Priest
Sheila Donovan
Kay Chamberlain
Steve Braithwaite
Peter Smith
Jenny Braithwaite
Suellen Pedley
In Clarkson
Val Hudspeth
Robin Stewart
Françoise Stacey
Carolyn Williams
Christina Field
Victoria Paleit
Steve Braithwaite
Mike Iremonger
Mairead Boyce
Jenny Braithwaite
Patrick Wheare
Robin Ison
Carolyn Clarkson
Bjorn Watson
Beryl Cooper
Anthony Burdall
Anthony Burdall
Mary Love
Sandra Cooper
Janette Saville
Valerie Burdall
Sylvia Bowley
Kay Chamberlain
Peter Smith
Ron Colyer
Rosalind Burns
Valerie Burdall
Robin Stewart
Françoise Stacey
New leader required
Sylvia Bowley
New leader required
Jenny Braithwaite
David Burn
Jane Archer

01367 240604
01793 784720
01367 240118
01367 243363
01367 242647
01367 240929
01367 241241
01367 240929
01367 710680
01793 782836
01367 241035
01367 241295
01367 241813
01367 241208
01367 241265
01865 821594
01367 240929
01367 241361
01367 243065
01367 240929
01367 241927
01865 821154
01793 782836
01793 782748
01367 242908
01367 240713
01367 240713
01367 710754
01367 243831
01367 243958
01367 240713
01367 241296
01367 242647
01367 241241
01793 782363
07557 880944
01367 240713
01367 241295
01367 241813
01367 241296
01367 240929
01367 240670
01793 782876
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator
Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or email 91gometz@gmail.com
Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of
groups is provided on page 15.
Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the
Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has
room for new members.
All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but before
taking the matter too far please contact the Groups Co-ordinator to
discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest Groups”, and
to check the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s).
For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester
Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street.

ART
The Art class has had a very successful year with numbers well up so that
2 classes were formed, with instruction from Felicity Cormack. This summer term has seen numbers drop with holidays, so we have combined into
one class for the remainder of this term. The last class being on Thursday
June 7th.
Next term starts again on Thursday Sept 13th.
Am class 10.00 - 12.00 noon.
Venue - Barber rooms behind All Saints' Church
£ 4.00 per session including tea/coffee etc.
All very welcome from beginners upward.
Please contact Kay Fox - 01367 240 604 - philippafox@btinternet.com
Christine Moorhouse - 01367 244 434 - chrismoorhouse@talktalk.net
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ASHMOLEAN
The last two visits for this season of the Ashmolean Group will be on
7th June when we will consider ‘Symbolism in Western Art’ followed on
the 5th July by ‘Timepieces’. The Symbolism visit was planned for March
but was postponed because of the snow.
A new programme for 2018-2019 is being discussed with the Ashmolean
Museum. We hope to have more visits to the Print room and a session on
Tapestries amongst other topics.
Meetings start with the group gathering at 11:00 am in the Greek & Roman Sculpture Gallery immediately to the left of the main entrance to the
museum and take approximately one hour. There is a fee of £8 for each
person attending.
For further details please contact:
Shela Rowan (01367 243 636 or smr280652@gmail.com) or
Aileen Bridge (01793 784 720) or aileen.bridge@gmail.com

ASTRONOMY
There are no longer monthly meetings but up-to-date information can be
found in the monthly Astronomy Newsletter posted on our website.
For more information contact coordinator Stuart Priest 01367 240 118.

BLUES & ROOTS
This group explores the Roots of the Blues and Popular Music including a
variety of music genres – from folk, country, jazz, gospel, rock ‘n’ roll and
British rhythm & blues of the 50s and 60s to contemporary blues/
rock. Podcasts provide themed historical context and early recordings.
In addition we watch and/or listen to concerts, performances and documentaries. Members are invited to bring along CD or DVD recordings to
play.
Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday each month at The Bell Hotel,
Faringdon at 2.30pm.
More detailed information and updates are made available to group members by email. To be added to the mailing list please contact
Sheila Donovan at sheilad93@yahoo.co.uk or 01367 243 363.
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BRIDGE
Beginners
The newly formed group will continue to meet into the spring, normally
on the first and third Monday of each month. We meet at 25 Stallpits
Road, Shrivenham, at 10:00am. Dates for the next three months are

4th and 18th June, 2nd, 16th and 30th July (because of August Bank
Holiday), 13th August and 3rd September (because of Grandchildren!))
For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com
Intermediate and Experienced
All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church Hall
(rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park)from
10.00am to 12noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given below:
Intermediate
Mon Jun 11th Wed Jun 13th
Mon Jul 2nd Wed Jul 4th
Mon Aug 6th Wed Aug 8th (August dates provisional)
Experienced
Wed Jun 27th
Wed Jul 25th
Wed Aug 29th
If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to
attend.
For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite
steve.bridge1@gmail.com or 01367 240 929

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS
We normally meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at
10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about
a couple of hours including a refreshment break.
The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’
or ‘The Observer Everyman’ standard. Over the year members accumulate
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points to find the year’s ‘top solver’. We also look at things of interest to
‘cruciverbalists’, brought together in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued
at the meeting.
The schedule for the next few months: 22nd June, 27th July, 24th August
If you would like to know more, contact the group leader, Peter Smith
(01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

CURRENT AFFAIRS
This lively group discusses various topical subjects, usually following a
presentation by a member.
We meet on the second Thursday in the month at 10.30am at 19 Coxwell
Road, Faringdon.
Please join us!
Contact Jenny or Steve Braithwaite on 01367 240 929
jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk

EMBROIDERY
The embroidery group meets every second Tuesday of each month at
44, Hunters Field, Stanford-in-the-Vale, SN7 8LX from 2.00pm until 4.00
pm. A small, but very enthusiastic group, meets together exploring the
many aspects of embroidery, ranging from building a personal
stiches reference sampler, to the delights of more complicated techniques, including blackwork, goldwork and pulled thread work. New
members will be very welcome, whether absolute beginners or more experienced workers.
For further information contact me, Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680 or
suellenpedley@aol.com).

FAMILY HISTORY
The next meeting of the Experienced group, aimed at those who have already made significant progress with their research, will be on Friday 27th
July. We will have updates from members of the group who have managed to make progress over the winter months, followed by our customary
wall demolishing session. We meet again on Friday 28th September.
Until further notice we will continue to meet at 25 Stallpits Road, Shriven-
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ham, starting at 11:00am. If you are interested in joining this lively group
please get in touch.
The Beginners’ group has now completed the course and I wish them all
well with their future research. I will start another group in the autumn if
there is sufficient demand – please let me know if you would be interested
Ian Clarkson, 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com

FOLK DANCING
We meet on the first Thursday of each month at 2.30pm in the Catholic
Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car Park). If anyone else would
like to join us, please do.
7th June

5th July

NO meeting in August

6th September

Contact Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com)

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS
Wednesday 13th June 2018
The film shown will be "Frantz" 2016, directed and co-written by Francois
Ozon, and starring Paula Beer and Pierre Niney. The film is set in the aftermath of World War I and is beautifully photographed in a 1920s style,
mainly in black and white but certain brief episodes in colour. It is French
and German with English subtitles. The film will be shown at:
2 for 2.15 pm at 14 The Pines, Faringdon.
For more information please contact Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295.
Please note - no meeting in August.

GARDENERS
th

Monday, June 25 2018 (Please note change of date)
Visit to The Courts Garden in the morning and Great Chalfield Manor, Nr
Melksham in the afternoon. These are both National Trust Properties SO
DON’T FOREGET membership cards. We will be using a Barnes
Coaches Minibus leaving Faringdon Market Place at 10am so we need 19
members for this trip to go ahead. Cost of minibus is £20 per person and
there is a small charge of £3.70 to visit the Manor. Please contact Christina to reserve and pay for your seat on the Coach and visit to the Manor.
You don’t have to be a member of the Gardening Group to go on this trip.
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Thursday, 19th July 2018.
Visit to Westonbirt House and Garden using the Community Bus, leaving
the GSCP promptly at 1.15pm. Tour of House, walk in the Italian Garden
and Cream Tea - £15.00 per head, plus £8.75 for the bus – Total £23.75.
Wednesday, 15th August 2018 (Please note change of date)
Visit to Kelmscot Manor Garden using our own transport. Meet in the
GSCP at 2pm for car sharing to Kelmscot. Entrance - £3.50.
ADVANCE NOTICE:
Saturday, 29th September 2018.

Visit to Malvern Show.

For further information contact Christina Field on 01367 241 265

GOLF CROQUET
Will be held on the following dates (weather permitting)
Mon Jun 4th Mon Jun 18th
Mon Jul 2nd Mon Jul 16th Mon July 30th
August dates: tba
No previous experience required.
at Livingstone House, 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon
From 2pm onwards.
Contact Steve & Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240 929
or email: steve.jenny@hotmail.com

HISTORY

OF

ART

Photorealism is our subject for June, and we will meet at 2.30 pm, on the
21st of June, at The Old Town Hall. Please note this is a change to our
usual time.
July, and August topics to be decided as yet, you will be notified by
email.
New members are welcome, should you wish to know more please contact
Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065 or boycemairead@aol.com
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IMPROVERS ITALIAN
We meet on the second and fourth Tuesdays in the month in various
members’ homes. If you speak some Italian already and would like to join
us, you are very welcome.
Please phone Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929

JAZZ
Sheila Donovan will be telling us about Hammond Organs in Jazz at the
next meeting of the Jazz Group on Monday June 11 in the Library,
Gloucester Street, at 10.30 am. Then we'll be taking our usual summer
break and will meet again on Monday 10th September to start the autumn
season with another version of Desert Island Discs. And in October,
Barry Stacey will be taking us further along the Jazz Alphabet.
We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library,
Gloucester Street, from 10.30 am to about noon. We try to cover all aspects of jazz from the early days to the present time. If you're interested
just turn up. There's no need to book or ring in advance. We charge £1 a
meeting to cover costs (and the occasional outside speaker) and tea/coffee
and lemon drizzle cake produced by Linda Leggett, said to be one of England's finest lemon drizzle cake makers.
For more information ring or email
Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or patandeve@wheare.me) or
Robin Ison (01865 821 154 or rrison@chem-intermediates.com).

MAH JONG
st

We usually meet on the 1 and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 2.00 –
4.00pm We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New members
are always welcome.
Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue
6th June
20th June
4th July
18th July
1st August

15th August

Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
Marlene’s (Stanford)

Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
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For further information contact
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com or
Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or (new email address)
marlenejmartin22@gmail.com

MILITARY HISTORY
The Military History Group meets on the first Thursday of the month and
we consider an eclectic range of topics.
Meetings take place at Walnut Tree Cottage, 9A Stainswick Lane,
Shrivenham SN6 8DU.
You are very welcome to join us. For more information, please contact
Bjorn Watson at bjornwatson@btinternet.com or on 01793 782 748.

MUSIC APPRECIATION
We continue to meet in Faringdon Library on the 4th Monday of the
month (Beware - this is not always the last Monday of the month) at
10.15 for 10.30 to hear a wide range of topics presented by an equally
wide range of speakers from within our group and with a chance to enjoy
tea, coffee, cakes, etc while listening and learning - and all with no
charge. Can you resist? If not, please contact Beryl.
A reminder to all members of the group: I would be most grateful if you
would let me know beforehand whether you are or are not coming to each
meeting, so that we can set up appropriately .
Summer Programme
June == Change
July == Black Music
August == No Programme
Sept 24 == the Young Beethoven
Oct 22 == Venice
Nov 26 and Christmas programmes to be arranged .
Beryl Cooper 01367 242 908 or beryl.cooper12@gmail.com

OPERA
Having enjoyed Puccini’s ‘Turandot’ from the Royal Opera House in
May, there are only two remaining operas for this season. On 11th June,
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we shall watch ‘Hamlet’ by Ambroise Thomas from Metropolitan Opera,
New York, followed by Gershwin’s ‘Porgy & Bess’ from Glyndebourne
Opera. There will be no meeting in August and then in September a new
season will start.
As previously, there will be three showings; these are:
First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon Tel:
01367 240 713) usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A
Monthly Meeting. Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm;
The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, Faringdon, Tel : 01367 241 295);
The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines, Faringdon
Tel: 01367 241 430) typically starting at 2:30pm finishing at approximately 5:30pm;
For details please contact Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or
anthony.burdall@burdall.net), Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or
Linda Leggett (01367 241 430).
Do come along if you are interested in finding out about opera.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Since March, the last Newsletter, the Photographic Group has undertaken
a Photo Day Exercise: Landscape and filters at the Manger and White
Horse, and East Leach and then an expedition to Nuffield Park with a
photo review meeting. In addition there have been two assignments of
Night time and Food.
The next meeting on 13th June will be a Photographic Expedition: Cotswold landscape views – Bibury, Broadway Tower, Chipping Campden,
Lower Slaughter, Snowshill. This will be followed in July by a Photo
competition and photo review and selecting ‘annual photos’. There will be
no meeting in August and then in September a new season will start.
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at
2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel:
01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).
Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce better images.
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PLAY READING
The Play Reading Group meets on the first Thursday of the month from
1030-1230 in Faringdon Library.
For more information contact Mary Love on 01367 710 754
or maryvivienlove@yahoo.com

POETRY
June will bring signs for writing on ‘Fruit’
In July our pens will be settling on ‘Loot’
but in August we’ll see a sparkling change
as we’ll dance around for words to show ‘Range’
We meet on the third Monday of the month at 10.30am in Faringdon Library:
18th June 16th July

20th August

Bring yourself, and words chosen with care and might.
If you would like to know more, call Sand Cooper on 01367 243 831 or
email sand.co15@rocketmail.com

QIGONG
Qigong is a holistic system of self-healing which includes gentle movements, relaxation, breathing, and short meditation techniques.
It is a gentle and enjoyable form of exercise, Qigong will help to improve
circulation and mobility for all. Our core practice is based on the Tai Chi
Qigong Shibashi form which is accessible for the less mobile as it can also
be practiced whilst sitting. Our group is for mixed abilities, men and
women.
We meet weekly on Friday mornings. The first group is full but there is
space in our 11.15am session in the Jubilee Room, The Pump House, Faringdon.
Contribution to room hire is £10 for a 4 week block or £3.00 for drop-in
session.
If you would like more information. please contact
Janette Saville (01367 243 958) or janettesaville@icloud.com
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QUILTING
The Patchwork & Quilting Group meets on the last Wednesday of the
month from 2pm - 4pm at 2 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY.
Beginners and long-term quilters are all very welcome. We teach hand and
machine quilting.
For more information contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713

QUIZ
June 8th

July 13th

August 10th

September 14th

Why not come along to our group? It is fun! The questions vary as do the
quizmasters! But there are no prizes and no particular battles either! Get
your little grey cells working. In the Old Town Hall, Faringdon at 10am
on the above Fridays. Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241 296 or
email sylkenbow@talktalk.net

RAMBLERS
Dates of the next three walks are:
28th June: a walk in the Radcot area led by Simon Coe
ssjcoe@btinternet.com. Please contact Simon for details.
26th July : 5 mile circle from Cricklade meeting at 9.30am at
Gloucester St Car Park. Contact Kay for details.
23rd August: 6.5 mile circle in the Lambourne/Eastbury area meeting
point as above. Contact Kay for details.
Contact Kay Chamberlain on 01367 242 647 or kaycham@tiscali.co.uk

RECORDER CONSORT
The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere
on instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows access to a
wide range of music. We normally meet in the afternoons of the third and
last Thursday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually
starting at 2.00pm. Sessions are of about two hours duration including a
break for refreshments.
We will meet on:
21st & 28th June

19th & 26th July

23rd & 30th August

27
For more information contact Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or
pdes_smith@hotmail.com)

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Science and Technology Group SummerProgramme
June - Proposed visit to the Aerospace Bristol (Concorde) Museum and
possibly the new Brunel Museum in Bristol. Further details to be announced.
3rd July - Talks by members.
August - No meeting
Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com or from the website

SCRABBLE
If you understand the joy of JO, QI and ZO; the satisfaction of a sevenletter word and why coloured squares are your friends, join fellow wordsmiths at the newly revived Scrabble group.
We shall meet at Faringdon Library on the last Thursday of each
month (when it is closed to the public) from 2.30pm until 4.30pm. The
aim is to enjoy ourselves so, initially, there will only be friendly competition (with prizes
). We can adapt this if enough people want to play
with more vigour.
There will be no need for fees and refreshments will be provided.
It would be helpful to know how many people to expect, so please email
me beforehand at:rosalind.ann.burns@gmail.com
Looking forward to seeing you.

SEAMS LIKE FUN
Meetings take place from 2 to 4 pm on the first Monday of the month.
If you would like to go back to dress-making or start from scratch come
and join us at 2 Fernham Road Faringdon.
For details contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713.
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STRIDERS
Walks will be advertised on the website in due course.
Contact Françoise Stacey b.f.stacey@outlook.com or 01367 241 813.

THEATREGOERS
Several currently under way, and two to come:
Trial by Laughter (Ian Hislop co-wrote)
and a Christmas show (not a panto!)
KEEP CHECKING THE WEB SITE - MORE INFORMATION ON
THERE!
All members are welcome to join us on any trip. Also, should you wish to
go to the venue as a tourist or shopper and not the theatre, then it would be
possible to use the coach as transport only. We do have a mailing list of
interested members, and when we book an outing anybody on that list will
receive notification, so if you do not receive such emails (or letters) and
would like to, then contact Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296
or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added.
Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is Jane Horey, 01793
766 177 or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk

UKULELE
We now have two groups. Our vibrant, Improvers group meets on the first
and third Fridays at 2.30pm at the United Church Hall.
Recently started is a second group which is suitable for beginners and
those who prefer to learn at a gentler pace. If you would like to have a go,
no experience needed, we have Ukes to borrow and can teach you the basics. Meets second and fourth Fridays at 2.30pm at 19 Coxwell Road.
You are very welcome to either group, whichever you prefer.
Please ring Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929

WINE APPRECIATION—A NEW VINTAGE
A big ‘Thank You’ first to Peter and Elizabeth Smith for their challenging,
eclectic but always entertaining quiz at our April meeting. They certainly
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enlivened the otherwise dry AGM-type stuff the Cellar Team needed to go
through. Their choice of wines for the blind tasting was spot on.
Upcoming Events. The April meeting also gave the Cellar Team a
thumbs up for the proposed programme for 2018 which is…
Tuesday 21st August – Which supermarket? We’ll taste four matched
wines from local supermarkets like Tesco, Waitrose and Aldi and give
them a rigorous blind assessment.
Tuesday 16th October – The world of sherry presented by Den Boer
Wines. Donna Rogers’ second favourite wine, after Oz shiraz, is sherry
and she’ll take us through some half dozen expressions of this greatly undervalued world-class wine. There may even be a venencia relay race.
Tuesday 11th December – Festive Lunch. A key date for your diary
June 2019 – Mosel Valley tour. We are talking to a specialist tour organiser about an all-inclusive 4 night trip to the Mosel valley next June. We
hope to have more news on this in a few weeks.
For more information contact David Burn on 01367 240 670

YOGA
No previous experience is needed. The classes are designed specifically to
help with mobility in older people while still holding to the principles of
Hatha Yoga.
Please contact Jane Archer on 01793 782 876.
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THAMES VALLEY NETWORK
NEWS
Last year’s series of Study Days was so successful that the (unintended)
profits will be spent in 2018 subsidising the meals for attendees at this
year’s events. So far, the following list of subjects is being planned:
A History of Thames: is in the planning stage.
The Role of Small Ships at Dunkirk: 19th June at Henley Rowing Museum.
Polar Exploration: 4th September at Benson Village Hall.
Building a Website: 17th October at Benson Village Hall
Wordpress based).
Medicine and Art: 1st November at Benson Village Hall
(with an anatomy emeritus professor on art and medicine).
In each case, your TVN representative will, the moment they are received,
send round booking details directly to those who have opted for this system, as well as ensuring at the same time that the event details and booking forms appear on the Faringdon U3A website.

MEMBERS’ NEWS
We welcome 16 new members.
From Faringdon: Peter Dixon, Elizabeth Leeson, Alison Moore, Helen
Price, Angela Rennells, Christine Smith.
From Cirencester: Stephanie Cushing, Patsy Jackson, Naomi Love.
From Eaton Hastings: John & Elizabeth Van Der Westhuizen.
From Great Coxwell: Peter & Pamela Shanks.
From Hinton Waldrist: George Bonner.
From Shrivenham: Jill Ridley.
From Uffington: Joanna Jenkins.
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Faringdon & District Theatre Group
All cheques to be made out to :
Faringdon U3A Theatre Account
and sent to Mrs J. Horey, 73 Eastrop, Highworth, SN6 7AT.
PERFORMANCE………………………………………………
AT………………………THEATRE, ON…………………….
I REQUIRE……………….TICKETS and am enclosing
£................... [ = the cost of ticket x number required.]
Don’t forget to mark back of cheque with performance.
NAME………………………………………………………….
TEL.
NO………………….EMAIL…………………………………..
All correspondence where possible will be by email so if you have
an email please make sure we have it. If you don't you will still receive the information. This form is a standard one for ALL our
theatre outings and therefore we need the information for each
performance/theatre to be separate. Therefore if you are booking
two separate outings please use two forms, with separate cheques
marking the back of the cheque also. Thanks.
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