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MEETINGS CALENDAR 
 

Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each 
month.  Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a  
welcome from the Chairman and notices.  The main event - usually a visiting 
speaker - is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group 
Leaders and socialise. 
 

Thursday 13th September 
Our speaker this month is a local amateur dramatics star in Wantage!  
Jennifer Cowling has an interesting talk, “From the Page to the Stage” 
and she will go through her experiences of a lifelong hobby in amateur  
dramatics, both on and off the stage.  Her talk gives an insight into what is 
involved in putting on a musical show and answers the question: “Why does 
it cost so much to see an AMATEUR show?” 
 

Thursday 11th October 
By popular demand we see the return of Brian Freeland and this time his 
talk is entitled, “George Bernard Shaw - Playing the Clown.”  He  
describes this talk as a canter through the life, loves and writings of, “the 
greatest playwright since Shakespeare,” told as he always tells it, with a 
whimsical sense of humour. 
 

Thursday 8th November 
This month we are very lucky to have Dr David Jones as our speaker. David 
works at the Natural History Museum in London and is an entomologist  
specialising in rainforests and soil ecology.  His talk is called “How  
Tropical Rainforests Work” and will include the main ecological processes 
that keep rainforests functioning and the threats that surround their long- 
term survival. 
 

Thursday 13th December 2018 
This month we are very happy to welcome to Faringdon local photographer 
and trainer Derek Gale whose talk is called, ‘How to take a better  
Photograph’.  Derek is well-known to the photography group and will  
explain the art of improving our photographs and even give an insight into 
the technical aspects of this fascinating hobby.  
 

Thursday 10th January 2019 
Our well-loved, annual January Japes meal will be followed by a talk and 
photograph show by Tony and Rosemary Hadland, who will entertain us 
with their exploits on the Falkland Isles, which they have visited twice. 
However, nothing prepared them for the rugged beauty of the place and the 
fascinating wildlife. Rosemary took the amazing photographs which she will 
include in the talk.  
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Thursday 14th February  
This month, Anthony Burdall has promised a talk entitled, ‘Alycone round 
Britain’ the story of him sailing around Britain, .  It promises to include 
some fabulous photography and sights that can only be viewed from the wa-
ter.  He will talk about the many ‘magic moments’  
resulting from the weather, the places and the people he met.  This is bound 
to be an enthralling talk about the dangers and the thrilling moments of a life
-changing trip. 
 

Thursday 14th March 
Dinah Reynolds, a guide at the Ashmolean museum will tell us all about 
Ceramics and bring some of her very many artefacts to show us.  Dinah is 
an authority on British ceramics and has worked for several years on the  
Ashmolean collection.  She is a renowned author and an experienced speaker 
so we are very lucky that she has agreed to visit Faringdon. 
 

Thursday 11th April 2019 
This talk by Valerie Calderbank entitled “A Tour of the Universe,” and 
illustrated by stunning images will be a whistle stop tour of the amazing 
planet that we live in and promises to be very interesting.  Valerie is a  
Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society and an experienced international  
presenter and cruise ship lecturer.  The talk will be light hearted, entertaining 
and not too technical but will include awe inspiring facts and stunning  
images. 
 

Thursday 9th May 2019 
We are very pleased to welcome back as a speaker, our very own Ron  
Colyer.  This time his talk is about “Renewable Energy Sources.”  During 
the last few years there has been massive investment in renewable energy in 
the UK.  So far, most of this has been in wind and solar and, whilst these are 
now making significant contributions to the UK demand, because of their 
weather dependence, they can never be the sole sources of energy.  However, 
the UK has an abundance of other sources of renewable energy, including 
tides and tidal streams and these will be among the renewables discussed in 
the talk.  

NEW WEBSITE ADDRESS 

Please note our new website address which is: 
https://faringdondistrictu3a.com/  
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
Welcome to the autumn edition of the Newsletter.  Since I last wrote, we 
have had a hot, busy summer.  It’s not often that you will hear me say 
‘Thank you for the rain’ but this year, I think we were all grateful when 
the storm broke and we could be comfortable again.  Our gardens have 
suffered but have now had a little respite and the water butts are all full 
again. 

Our General Meetings have been very well attended, competing with the 
World Cup and Wimbledon and coming out on top.  Thank you to all of 
you who regularly come and support our meetings and enjoy a pleasant 
cup of tea afterwards, and a big ‘Thank You’ to Mary and Pete and 
everyone who has volunteered to organise, serve and wash up.  If you 
volunteer once, you won’t be asked for another 498 months, as that is the 
current membership, of which we are all extremely proud.  If you can 
help us with the refreshments, we would be very grateful. 

 Our General Meetings continue to educate and entertain.  We have 
learned about Indian Cuisine from the family cookbook of Jenny Mallin’s 
grandmother and how Diz White and her husband found their ideal home 
in the Cotswolds ... both write ups can be found in this edition.  We have 
enjoyed the new members and group leaders gathering, our annual 
summer lunch and, as a Committee, we are preparing for the Open Day 
on Tuesday 2nd October in the Corn Exchange and much more. 

The ‘big issues’ facing the Committee this summer have been to get our 
heads around ‘GDPR’ and ‘Safeguarding’, which needed to be addressed 
sooner rather than later.  GDPR was a meaty problem bravely tackled by 
Ricky Cunningham with a little help from his friends.  Following hours 
of study, debate and editing, Ricky posted the completed GDPR 
document, including Privacy Policy, on our website in time for the 
Government’s deadline of May 25th making Faringdon & District totally 
compliant with the law.  We also followed the U3A Trust guidelines and 
posted our Safeguarding policy in July.  Job well done, team! 

In June we held a social gathering in the Barber Rooms at All Saints’ 
Church for recently-joined members and Group Leaders.  It was an 
opportunity to thank Group Leaders for all their hard work and to 
welcome new members over a glass of wine and delicious nibbles.  The 
groups that have started up in the last year are thriving and there is 
always room for enthusiasts to get going.  
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In August our Summer Lunch returned to the garden of Steve and Jenny 
Braithwaite.  We continue to use e-mail and a link on our website to try 
to get an estimate of those attending and the response was very positive. 
Thank you to those who act as an ‘e-mail buddy’ and of course you can 
book a place by contacting Committee Members in the more traditional 
way.  As a result 117 attended the event.  The Braithwaite’s beautiful 
garden is an ideal setting for a summer party and after a few anxious 
hours when the rain came down in buckets, it finally cleared and we had 
the most perfect afternoon.  Thanks to the sterling efforts of the 
Committee and volunteers on the Wednesday evening, gazebos were 
ready to offer protection and then, after the lunch, everything had to be 
packed away and tidied up.  It has to be said, it was all organised with 
military precision by Steve and it all went like clockwork, so a big Thank 
You to the workforce and a big Thank You to the 117 members who 
came along and enjoyed a splendid afternoon.  Thanks too, to Peter Smith 
and the Recorder Consort and to Jenny Braithwaite and the Ukulele 
Group for providing music for the afternoon.  It all adds to the 
atmosphere and was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  We must also extend our 
thanks to the staff from Sadler’s, who brought tables and chairs and also 
for the amazing salmon, always a centre piece for a buffet table. 

The autumn is now fast approaching and with it more interesting speakers 
ready and waiting to delight us.  Shela and Danielle are hard at work 
already planning 2019!  Our Open Day is on Tuesday 2nd October in the 
Corn Exchange from 10am -12noon.  Please come along and bring your 
friends who might not know what U3A is or what it has to offer,  It will 
be a most informative morning and friends old and new are always 
welcome...I look forward to seeing you there. 

With very best wishes. 

Margaret Brown 
 
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk  

MEMBERS’ NEWS 

We welcome 5 new members. 
From Faringdon: Cleveland Gibson, Dottie Robinson, Barbara Stallard. 
From Cirencester: Jane Brodrick. 
From Shrivenham: Hideko Cruickshank. 
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Summer 
Lunch 
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DEADLINE FOR WINTER 2018 NEWSLETTER 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the  
Editor: Geoff Brown, 15 Eaton Close, Faringdon SN7 7FG 

Tel: 01367 615 385; Email: newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk 
by Wednesday 14th November 2018 

The Autumn Newsletter will cover December, January and February. 
It will be posted to all members in early December. 

FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A COMMITTEE 2018/19 

Margaret  
Brown 

Chairman 
 

01367 615 385 
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Simon  
Coe 

Secretary 

 

01367 240 744 
ssjcoe@btinternet.com 

Neal  
Cotton 

Groups  
Co-ordinator 

01367  252 495 
91gometz@gmail.com 

Liz  

Cunningham 

Membership  
Secretary 

01367 242 626 
membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Ricky  

Cunningham 

IT/Website  
Coordinator 

01367 242 626 
 itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Peter  
Foot 

Thames Valley 
Rep  

01367 358 394 
p.foot47@gmail.com 

Rita  
Higazi 

Events and Ven-
ue Team 

01367 244 494 

ritahigazi@hotmail.com 

Danielle  
Mills  

Programme 
Team 

01367 718 625  

danielle@dcspi.com  

Peter  
Robinson 

Events and Ven-
ue Team 

01367 718 566 

peterrobinsonnew@aol.com 

Shela  
Rowan 

Speakers  
Coordinator 

01367 243 636 

smr280652@gmail.com 

Alison  
Thomson 

Vice Chairman /
Publicity  

01367 241 204 

amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk 

Nigel  
Wilkinson 

Treasurer 01367 242 809 
nwilkinson@btinternet.com 

mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
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This month’s talk, was presented by 
the author of “My Grandmother’s 
Legacy”, Jenny Mallin.  We learnt 
how a recipe book which was  
handed down through five genera-
tions of her family and provided a 
fantastic insight into the lives of her 
family in India during the height of 
the British Empire, has been the in-
spiration for Jenny’s book.  Jenny 
began by showing us her family tree 
and photographs of her five grand-
mothers who contributed such a lot 
of their own recipes to the original 
book.  We were intrigued by the  
stories she had uncovered about their 
lives and the many photographs of 
life in those times of British rule in 
India. 

In the original book, which is still in 
Jenny’s possession, the recipes were 
beautifully presented in copper plate 
handwriting with interesting facts 
about their ingredients.  These  
included all sorts of English classics 

such as calves’ feet jelly and Fair 
Rosamund pudding, to the Anglo-
Indian hallmark Mulligatawny soup, 
as well as other recipes that were 
completely unheard of.  With hand-
written notes, alien measurements, 
scribbles and symbols, Jenny took 
what on the surface appeared to be a 
bespoke family document, combined 
it with her knowledge from stories 
and photographs – one of which is 
incredibly over 150 years old – to 
form the basis of an amazing family 
and historical story and an up to date 
version of the book. 

We heard stories about her grand-
mother, Wilhemina, who began writ-
ing down family favourites like 
Yorkshire pudding and soup for the 
family’s cook in Bangalore, India, in 
1844.  With no concept of these  
foreign dishes and due to restraints 
caused by religious beliefs, the 
cooks experimented with their  
ingredients and created variations on 

Meeting – Thursday 14th June 
 
 

“My Grandmother’s Legacy” 
 

Jenny Mallin  

ACTIVITIES REPORTS 

HAVE YOU ANY IDEAS FOR SPEAKERS? 
 

We try and offer a very wide-ranging programme of speakers aiming to in-
terest everyone. If you hear a really good speaker and feel the topic would 
interest the general membership do contact Shela Rowan Speaker Co-
ordinator with the details. Or if you would like a particular subject which 
has not recently been covered, do mention the topic and I can find a suitable 
speaker. 
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the recipes.  This resulted in food 
that was essentially English but was 
a fusion because they were influ-
enced by the ingredients that were 
around them: a bit of cloves or cin-
namon or some garlic to spice things. 
Jenny said that you have a whole 
culture that 
evolved through 
food and the  
ingredients 
around as well 
as providing an 
interesting view 
on personal re-
lationships de-
veloping  
between two 
different  
cultures. 

There are also 
clues in the 
book about the 
origins of some 
of the new  
dishes and the 
family tales that 
inspired them. 
Jenny told 
members that 
the recipe for Telegram cake and 
Mahratta curry was actually because 
her grandfathers worked on the 
Southern Mahratta Railway as in-
spectors, and so her grandmother 
affectionately called this Mahratta 
curry.  It is now known in Anglo- 
Indian circles as ‘railway curry’. 

Jenny has skilfully used the recipes 
from the original book as well as 
details and clues from the  
handwriting and facts about Indian 

life in her own book and which bring 
to life the generations of her  
ancestors and the lives they led.  We 
were interested in learning about the 
Hindu symbols found within the 
original book, that appeared because 
the cook was a Hindu.  

Jenny’s parents 
settled in  
England in 1953 
and she was 
brought up in 
England but has 
visited  
India twenty-
five times over 
many years to 
understand the 
history and the 
culture of this 
fascinating 
country.  

We all listened 
attentively to 
Jenny’s stories 
of life in India 
during the Raj 
and the personal 
details of her 

family through the generations were 
most interesting.  We appreciated her 
easy style of talking and good hu-
mour and also the photographs of 
India that were shown to us.  At the 
end, Jenny was surrounded by mem-
bers wishing to buy her selection of  
spices and copies of “My Grand-
mother’s Legacy.” 

A version of this account by Shela 
Rowan appeared in the July edition 
of  The Folly. 
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Meeting—Thursday 12th July 
  

“DOWNTON ABBEY FILM LOCATIONS  

IN THE COTSWOLDS ”  
  

Diz White  

Would it be easy to find a property 
of your dreams, whilst living in the 
Hollywood area of Los Angeles?  
Well, Diz 
White, actress 
and an award-
winning book 
and magazine 
author, took 
two years to 
achieve her 
dream, but 
fell even 
more in love 
with the  
Cotswolds 
than she had 
believed  
possible. 

Whilst enjoying a successful career 
for many years and marrying an 
American, Diz suddenly realized that 
she must be homesick as she devel-
oped a craving for Yorkshire Pud-
ding!  Not sure how to manage the 
difficulties of life between Los An-
geles and England, they decided to 
book a holiday, part of which was 
spent in the Cotswolds.  Diz  
immediately knew that she just had 
to buy a cottage in the area to deal 
with the problem of homesickness. 

Not the only person to fall in love 
with the Cotswolds, Diz knew that 
Julian Fellowes, author of Downton 

Abbey had 
stayed with 
friends in 
Bampton and 
subsequently 
decided that 
Bampton 
would be the 
location for 
the Downton 
village. 

The 12th  
century 
church, St 
Mary the  
Virgin,  

renamed for the series to St Michael 
and All Angels, featured many times 
in the series, for morning services 
and for several weddings.  The 
church tower is the only original  
feature of the church.  The spire 
dates from the 13th century. 

Church Gate House, adjacent to the 
church, was used as Mrs Crawley’s 
house, for outside shots.  Parts of the 
house are dated 1546, but the  
majority is 17th century.  The original 
Grammar School built in 1653 was 
used as a hospital in the series, but is 
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now used as the Bampton Archives 
and Library.  Hugh Bonneville  
spearheaded a successful funding 
drive for its restoration.  There are 
two woolworker’s cottages, both 
built in the 16th century, which were 
transformed into the two pubs used 
in the series, the Dog and Duck and 
the Grantham Arms.   

Bampton was not the only location 
for Downton.  The Swan Inn at 
Swinbrook, Lady Sybil and the 
chauffeur’s love nest!  Right on the 
banks of the river Windrush, it is 
now an homage to the Mitford  
family, as it was previously owned 
by the Dowager Duchess of Devon-
shire.  Definitely, a place to visit. 

Cogge’s Farm, Witney, the farm  
setting where Marigold, Lady Edith’s 
daughter was brought up, known in 
the series as Yew Tree Farm.  Now a 
museum, with numerous original 
implements to be viewed.  Visitors 
can be photographed in the kitchen, 
as though on the Downton set. 

Great Coxwell Barn, now National 
Trust.  Built in 1310 it is a rare  

survivor of gothic carpentry and was 
part of the monastic farm of Beaulieu 
Abbey.    

Diz related several amusing events 
during her holidays in the Cotswold 
in her two recent books, Cotswolds 
Memoires and More Cotswolds 
Memoires, one of which was being 
woken in the middle of the night 
when at a farm B&B, to witness the 
birth of a cow.  The calf was  
subsequently named Bette Davis  
after her dark- brown eyes. 

As a result of a question from the 
audience, Diz realised that she 
should visit Great Coxwell Barn  
after Christmas, as there is a Nativity 
scene with the baby in the crib. 

Diz received a hearty round of ap-
plause after an entertaining and in-
formative talk about a subject very 
familiar to many Downton Abbey 
followers.  

A version of this account by Danielle 
Mills appeared in the August edition 
of  The Folly. 
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Art     Kay Fox   01367 240 604 
Ashmolean    Aileen Bridge   01793 784 720 
Astronomy    Stuart Priest   01367 240 118 
Blues & Roots    Sheila Donovan  01367 243 363 
Books     Kay Chamberlain  01367 242 647 
Bridge - All levels   Steve Braithwaite  01367 240 929 
Cryptic Crosswords   Peter Smith   01367 241 241 
Current Affairs    Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240 929 
Embroidery    Suellen Pedley   01367 710 680 
Family History    In Clarkson   01793 782 836 
Folk Dancing    Val Hudspeth   01367 241 035 
Foreign Language Films  Robin Stewart   01367 241 295 
French Conversation   Françoise Stacey  01367 241 813 
French Intermediate & Advanced   Carolyn Williams  01367 241 208 
Gardeners    Christina Field   01367 241 265 
German    Victoria Paleit   01865 821 594 
Golf Croquet (summer)    Steve  Braithwaite  01367 240 929 
History     Mike Iremonger  01367 241 361 
History of Art    Mairead Boyce   01367 243 065 
Italian - Improvers   Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240 929 
Jazz     Patrick Wheare   01367 241 927 
     Robin Ison   01865 821 154 
Mah Jong    Carolyn Clarkson  01793 782 836 
Military History   Bjorn Watson   01793 782 748 
Music Appreciation   Beryl Cooper   01367 242 908 
Opera     Anthony Burdall  01367 240 713 
Photography    Anthony Burdall  01367 240 713 
Play Reading    Mary Love   01367 710 754 
Poetry     Sandra Cooper   01367 243 831 
Qigong     Janette Saville   01367 243 958 
Quilting    Valerie Burdall   01367 240 713 
Quiz     Sylvia Bowley   01367 241 296 
Ramblers    Kay Chamberlain  01367 242 647 
Recorder Consort   Peter Smith   01367 241 241 
Science & Technology   Ron Colyer   01793 782 363 
Scrabble    Rosalind Burns   07557 880 944 
Seams like fun    Valerie Burdall   01367 240 713 
Spanish - Intermediate   Robin Stewart   01367 241 295 
Striders     Françoise Stacey  01367 241 813 
Strollers    Lynn Pettit   01367 242 019 
Theatre Goers    Sylvia Bowley   01367 241 296 
Travel     New leader required 
Ukulele    Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240 929 
Wine Appreciation   David Burn   01367 240 670 
Yoga     New leader required    

FARINGDON  GROUPS 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Notes for Members 
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator 
Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or email 91gometz@gmail.com  
Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of groups 
is provided on page 15. 
Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the Group 
Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has room for new 
members.  
All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but before 
taking the matter too far please contact the Groups Co-ordinator to discuss 
the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest Groups”, and to check 
the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s). 
For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester 
Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street. 

ART 

We meet on the second and fourth Thursdays in the morning from 10:00 - 
12:00 in the Barber Rooms.  £4.00 per session, including tea/coffee. 
The term will start on Thurs. Sept 13th and continue on Sept 27th, Oct 11th 
and 25th, Nov 8th and 22nd. 
The theme will be watercolour for the first three sessions, then pastels for 
two sessions, and something different at the end for Christmas. 
It is expected that those who are able will help with setting up or putting 
away, which starts at 9.30 am and afterwards until about 12.30pm. 
All very welcome from beginners upward. 
Please contact  - 
Kay Fox - 01367 240 604 - philippafox@btinternet.com 
Christine Moorhouse - 01367 244 434 - chrismoorhouse@talktalk.net 

ASHMOLEAN  

The first visit to the Ashmolean Museum for the new year 2018-2019, will be 
on Thursday 6th September when we will have a lecture on The Dutch 
Golden Age by Lynne Ward. 
Autumn Programme 
4th October     Gold with Christine Stone 
1st November  By Land, Sea and Air with Peter Vass 
6th December    Images of the Horse with Meriel Baker 
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Meetings start with the group gathering at 11:00 am in the Greek & Roman 
Sculpture Gallery immediately to the left of the main entrance to the museum 
and  take approximately one hour.  There is a fee of £8 for each person  
attending. 
 

For further details please contact: 
Shela Rowan (01367 243 636 or smr280652@gmail.com) or  
Aileen Bridge (01793 784 720) or aileen.bridge@gmail.com  

ASTRONOMY 

There are no longer monthly meetings but up-to-date information can be 
found in the monthly Astronomy Newsletter posted on our website.  
For more information contact coordinator Stuart Priest 01367 240 118. 

BLUES & ROOTS 

This group explores the Roots of the Blues and Popular Music, including a 
variety of music genres - from folk, country, jazz, gospel, rock ’n’ roll and 
British rhythm & blues of the 60s to contemporary blues/rock.  Members are 
invited to bring along CD or DVD recordings to play. 
Coming up:  
"BB King Live in Africa ’74" - a concert in Zaire leading up to the Ali/
Foreman ‘Rumble in the Jungle’.  Also includes a later interview with BB 
King. 
“The Band”- featuring interviews with members of The Band and other  
musicians including Eric Clapton and George Harrison. 
October SPECIAL GUEST Graham Tonge will talk about his love of the 
blues and meeting some of his heroes as well as playing a few tunes.  
Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday each month at The Bell Hotel, 
Faringdon at 2.30pm. 
PLEASE NOTE there is no meeting in December 
Please contact Sheila Donovan at sheilad93@yahoo/co.uk for further infor-
mation. 

BRIDGE 

Beginners 
The newly established group will continue to meet through the summer,  
normally (but not always!) on the first and third Monday of each month.  
We meet at 25, Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, at 10:00am. Dates for the next 
four months are:  
10th and 24th September, 8th and 22nd October, 5th and 26th November,  
3rd and 17th December 
For further information contact: 
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:smr280652@gmail.com
mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com
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Intermediate and Experienced  
All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church Hall 
(rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park) from 
10.00am to 12noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given below: 
Please note that the Oct and Nov dates are provisional.  
Intermediate 
 Mon Sep 10th Wed Sep 12th  
 Mon Oct 15th  Wed Oct 17th 
 Mon Nov 12th Wed Nov 14th  
Experienced     
 No Experienced lesson in September 
 Wed Oct 24th 
 Wed Nov 28th 
If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to 
attend. 
For further details please contact Steve Braithwaite 
steve.bridge1@gmail.com or 01367 240 929. 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 

We normally meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10, 
Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about a 
couple of hours including a refreshment break. 
The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’ 
standard.  Over the year members accumulate points to find the year’s top 
solver.  We have a monthly clue-writing competition and also look at things 
of interest to cruciverbalists in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued at the 
meeting. 
Schedule for the next few months:   
28th September, 26th October, 30th November [week later than normal, be-
ing the fifth Friday in the month]  
If you would like to know more, contact the group leader,  
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or  pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

CURRENT AFFAIRS 

We meet on the second Thursday of the month  at 10.30am at 19 Coxwell 
Road, Faringdon.  Members take it in turns to do a presentation on a topic of 
current interest. 
 

THURSDAY 13th SEPTEMBER .  We shall watch a 46 minute video “The 
Sand Wars” followed by discussion; and then we shall discuss  what we shall 
do over the next few months 
THURSDAY 11th OCTOBER.  “What the Papers are Saying”  
THURSDAY 8th NOVEMBER.  Topic to be decided. 
 

New members welcome. 
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Contact Jenny or Steve Braithwaite on 01367 240 929  
jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk 

EMBROIDERY 

This small but enthusiastic group continues to meet and explore the world of 
embroidery through their work.  New comers are very welcome, whether  
absolute beginners or more experienced workers.  The embroidery group 
meets every second Tuesday of each month at 44, Hunters Field, Stanford-in
-the-Vale, SN7 8LX from 2.00pm until 4.00 pm.  For further infor-
mation contact me, Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680 or suel-
lenpedley@aol.com). 

FAMILY HISTORY 

The next meeting of the Experienced group, aimed at those who have already 
made significant progress with their research, will be on Friday 28th  
September.  We will have updates from members of the group who have 
managed to make progress over the winter months, followed by our custom-
ary wall demolishing session.  We meet again on Friday 30th November. 
For the September meeting we will be at 25 Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, 
starting at 11:00am.  The date and venue of November’s meeting will be con-
firmed nearer the date.  If you are interested in joining this lively group 
please get in touch. 
The Beginners’ group has now completed the course and I wish them all well 
with their future research.  I will start another group in the autumn if there is 
sufficient demand – please let me know if you would be interested 
Ian Clarkson, 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com 

FOLK DANCING  

We meet on the first Thursday of each month at 2.30pm in the Catholic 
Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car Park).  
 

September 6th        October 4th       November 1st       December 6th 
 

If anyone else would like to join us, please do.   
Contact Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com). 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS 
 

Wednesday 10th October 2018. 
The film shown will be Regis Roinsard's "Populaire" (2012), a French  
romantic comedy-drama with an early 1960 feel, starring Deborah Francois 
(remember her in "The Page Turner") and Romain Duris.  Populaire is the 
name of a type-writer!  The film is in French with English sub-titles.  It will 
be shown at 14 The Pines, Faringdon - 2 for 2.15 pm.  For more information 
please contact Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295. 

mailto:suellenpedley@aol.com
mailto:suellenpedley@aol.com
mailto:ian.clarkson@gmail.com
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GARDENERS  

Saturday, 29th September 2018.  Visit to the RHS Malvern Three Counties 
Show.  This trip is open to ALL MEMBERS; the total  cost of which is 
£32.50.  Details and a booking form can be obtained from Peter Raven on 
01367 810 621 or from the U3A web-site.  We need to know how many  
people are going by the 14th September. 
Thursday, 18th October, 2018.  Visit to Batsford Arboritum using the  
Community Bus, leaving promptly from the GSCP at 1.15pm; the cost of 
which is £7.20.  Entrance to Arboritum £6.30 or £6.95 Gift Aid, paid  
separately upon arrival.  Please pay Christina £7.20 to reserve your seat on 
the bus. 
Thursday, 15th November.  Visit to Burford Garden Centre to view their 
Christmas Displays using our own transport.  Meet in the GSCP at 1.30pm. 
For further information contact Christina Field on 01367 241 265 or Peter 
Raven on 01367 810 621 for the Malvern Trip.  

GOLF CROQUET  

Will be held on the following dates (weather permitting) 

 Mon Sep 3rd  
 Mon Sep 10

th
   

 Mon Oct 15th  
at Livingstone House, 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon from 2pm onwards.  
No previous experience required. 
Contact Steve & Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240 929 
or email: steve.jenny@hotmail.com 

HISTORY OF ART 

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month, Old Town Hall at 2.30pm.   
September 20th, we will be looking at the work of 'Maurizio Cattelan'. 
In October our subject will be 'Young British Artists'. 
In November 'Graffiti Art'. 
For further information please contact   
Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065  or boycemairead@aol.com 

JAZZ 

We start our autumn programme on Monday September 10th with a new 
edition of Desert Island Discs – the one where you do the work and make the 
musical choices.  Please bring a CD or cassette of your favourite music for us 
all to enjoy, if you can.  You can also talk about it if you like, but there’s no 
need. 
Then on Monday October 8th Barry Stacey will be our star performer.  Not 
sure yet whether he’ll be going further along the Jazz Alphabet or in a differ-
ent direction.  A month later, on Monday November 12th, David Day’s title 
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is “Two in a Bar – the Art of the Duo”.  And finally our Christmas Party will 
be on Monday December 3rd (that’s the first Monday in the month - a week 
earlier than usual) at the Old Town Hall, in the Market Place. 
We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library, Glouces-
ter Street, from 10.30am to about noon.  We try to cover all aspects of jazz 
from the early days to the present time.  If you’re interested just turn up. 
There’s no need to book in advance.  We charge £1 a time to cover costs and 
tea/coffee and lemon drizzle cake made by Faringdon’s finest lemon drizzle 
cake maker.  
For more information ring or email 
Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or patandeve@wheare.me) or  
Robin Ison (01865 821 154 or rrison@chem-intermediates.com). 

MAH JONG 

We usually meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 2.00pm – 
4.00pm  We are a friendly group who are learning the game.  New members 
are always welcome. 
Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue 
5th September   Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) 
19th September    Marlene’s (Stanford) 
3rd October     Marlene’s (Stanford) 
17th October   Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) 
7th November   Marlene’s (Stanford) 
21st November    Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) 
5th December   Marlene’s (Stanford) 
19th December   Carolyn’s (Shrivenham  
For further information contact 
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com or 
Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or (new email address)  
marlenejmartin22@gmail.com  

MILITARY HISTORY 

The Military History Group meets on the first Thursday of the month and 
we consider an eclectic range of topics.  
Meetings take place at Walnut Tree Cottage, 9A Stainswick Lane,  
Shrivenham SN6 8DU. 
You are very welcome to join us.  For more information, please contact 
Bjorn Watson at bjornwatson@btinternet.com or on 01793 782 748. 

 

 

 

mailto:patandeve@wheare.me
mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com
mailto:marlenejmartin22@gmail.com
mailto:bjornwatson@btinternet.com
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MUSIC APPRECIATION 

We start again in September, and the programme for the rest of this year now 
reads: 
 

 Sept 24    The young Beethoven 
 Oct 22     Venice 
 Nov 26     Remembering 
 December  date and programme to be arranged 
 

Welcome to present members of our group and to anyone else who would 
like to try us, at 10.15 for 10.30  in Faringdon library on the above dates.  I 
would be most grateful if you would let me know each time whether you are 
coming or not. 
Beryl Cooper  01367 242 908 or  beryl.cooper12@gmail.com   

OPERA 

The next meeting of the Opera Group, on Monday 10th September 2018, 
will be the first of the 2018–2019 season; this is the fourteenth season of the 
group.  The programme, which will be published on the web site, explores as 
usual the full operatic repertoire ranging from Montiverdi’s ‘L'incoronazione 
di Poppea’ to Britten’s ‘Death in Venice’ via Mozart’s ‘Don Giovani’, and 
operas by Donizetti, Rossini, Verdi, Gounod, Berlioz, and Puccini, with a 
Christmas pantomime (postponed from last year) of Gilbert & Sullivan’s 
‘HMS Pinafore & Trial by Jury’.  
For September the opera will be ‘Rusalka’ by Dvorak from Paris Opera.  
For October we shall enjoy Verdi’s ‘Macbeth’ from the Royal Opera House  
followed in November by a repeat showing of a wonderful production of 
Donizetti’s comedy ‘La Fille du Regiment’.  
 

As previously, there will be three showings; these are: 
First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon 
Tel: 01367 240 713) usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A 
Monthly Meeting.  Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm; 
The second will be at the home of  Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, 
Faringdon, Tel : 01367 241 295); 
The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines,  
Faringdon Tel: 01367 241 430) typically starting at 2:30pm finishing 
at approximately 5:30pm; 

 

For details please contact Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or 
anthony.burdall@burdall.net), Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or 
Linda Leggett (01367 241 430). 

 

 

mailto:beryl.cooper12@gmail.com
mailto:anthony.burdall@burdall.net
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PHOTOGRAPHY 

The final meeting of the Photographic Group for the 2017-18 year, in July 
2018, was a photo review and selecting ‘annual photos’; the winner for the 
photograph taken as part a Photographic Group activity was by Phillip  
Parsons with a dramatic black and white image of Broadway Tower and the 
winner of a photograph taken elsewhere was by Jon Lipinski of an Avebury 
Sunset. 
The programme for the new year 2018-19, which will be published on the 
web site, includes a mixture of photographic expeditions, assignments and 
talks.  The next meeting on Wednesday 12th September 2018 will be a  
Photographic Expedition to Photographic Expedition: Combe Mill (near 
Blenheim) ‘Industrial Archaeology’.  October will see the group in the New 
Forest to photograph the ponies and maybe rutting deer and November will 
be a photo review plus discussion on image composition.  
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm 
at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon;  
Tel: 01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).  

Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce 
better images. 

PLAY READING 

The Play Reading Group meets on the first Thursday of the month from 
10:30-12:30 in Faringdon Library. 
For more information contact Mary Love on  01367 710 754 
or maryvivienlove@yahoo.com  

POETRY 

September 'Fair' month - 'Fairs', good 'Fayre', to be 'Fare' 
October it's 'Corn' - that'll see words laid bare 
November's subject is 'Fine' by me 
Come along, read poems in the Library 
We meet on the third Monday of the month at 10.30am in Faringdon  
Library:   

17th September     15th October     19th November 
Bring yourself, and words chosen with care and might. 
If you would like to know more, call Sand Cooper on 01367 243 831 or  
email sand.co15@rocketmail.com 

QIGONG 

Qigong is a holistic system of self-healing which includes gentle movements, 
relaxation, breathing, and short meditation techniques.  
It is a gentle and enjoyable form of exercise,  Qigong can help to improve 
circulation and mobility for all.  Our core practice is based on the Tai Chi 
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Qigong Shibashi form which is accessible for the less mobile as it can also be 
practiced whilst sitting.  We practice many forms of Qigong, such as Silk 
Reeling movements to work on the spine and the different joints of the body.  
Our group is for mixed abilities, men and women.  
We meet weekly on Friday mornings.  Our first group is full but there is 
space in our 11.15am session in the Jubilee Room, The Pump House,  
Faringdon.  If you are interested in coming the next joining date will start  
14th September 2018. 
Contribution to room hire is £10 for a 4 week block or £3.00 for drop-in  
session. 
If you would like more information. please contact  
Janette Saville (01367 243 958) or  janettesaville@icloud.com 

QUILTING 

The Patchwork & Quilting Group meets on the last Wednesday of the 
month from 2pm - 4pm at 2 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY. 
Beginners and long-term quilters are all very welcome.  We teach hand and 
machine quilting. 
For more information contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713. 

QUIZ 
September 14th    October 12th  November 17th (3rd week)  

Do you like to find out all sorts of interesting facts and maybe tell us some 
more?  Our quizzes are very varied (different quizmasters) and we try not to 
have too many about celebrities!  So come along to our quiz group in the Old 
Town Hall on the 2nd Friday in the month (mostly!). 
Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241 296 or  
email sylkenbow@talktalk.net 

RAMBLERS 

My last walk as Leader of Ramblers will be on Sept 27th a 5.75 mile circle in 
the Bibury area.  Meet at Gloucester St Car Park at 9.30am. 
Contact Kay Chamberlain on 01367 242 647 or kaycham@tiscali.co.uk  
I hope someone else will take over the Ramblers group from then on. 

RECORDER CONSORT 

The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere on 
instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows access to a wide 
range of music.  We normally meet in the afternoons of the third and last 
Thursday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting 
at 2.00pm.  Sessions are of about two hours duration including a break for 
refreshments.  
 
 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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We will meet on: 
13th & 27th September [dates tbc] 
18th & 25th October  
15th & 29th November  
For more information contact Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or 
pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

September - Visit to Tyco Electronics UK Ltd., Swindon - Date and time to 
be confirmed. 
October - Talk - Speaker to be confirmed. 
November - Visit to Aerospace Bristol Museum - date to be confirmed, but, 
this will be on a Saturday in order to use the Faringdon Community bus. 
Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363 
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com  or from the website. 

SCRABBLE 

If you understand the joy of JO, QI and ZO; the satisfaction of a seven-letter 
word and why coloured squares are your friends, join fellow wordsmiths at 
the newly revived Scrabble group. 
We shall meet at Faringdon Library on the last Thursday of each month 
(when it is closed to the public) from 2.30pm until 4.30pm.  The aim is to 
enjoy ourselves so, initially, there will only be friendly competition (with 

prizes  ).  We can adapt this if enough people want to play with more  
vigour. 
There will be no need for fees and refreshments will be provided. 
It would be helpful to know how many people to expect, so please email me 
beforehand at:rosalind.ann.burns@gmail.com 
Looking forward to seeing you. 

SEAMS LIKE FUN 

Meetings take place from 2pm to 4pm on the first Monday of the month.                                                                                                                
If you would like to go back to dress-making or start from scratch come and 
join us at 2 Fernham Road Faringdon.  
For details contact Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713. 

STRIDERS 

Walks will be advertised on the website in due course. 
Contact Françoise Stacey  b.f.stacey@outlook.com  or  01367 241 813.   

STROLLERS  

I’m hoping to relaunch this group and welcome old members and new.  
Strollers typically walk 3 - 4 miles at a gentle pace, with a pub lunch or  

mailto:roncolyersandt@gmail.com
mailto:rosalind.ann.burns@gmail.com
mailto:b.f.stacey@outlook.com
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coffee stop at the end. 
It’s an opportunity to explore the local countryside, develop your fitness, and 
make new friends.  The walks will take place on the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month, starting either at the Gloucester St car park (GSCP) or the market 
place in Faringdon. 

Tuesday 11th September.  Meet at Faringdon market place at 10.00am for a 
walk up to Folly Hill and Wicklesham.  Coffee at Waitrose and opportunity 
to discuss future plans. 
Tuesday 9th October.  Meet at GSCP at 10.00am for 3 counties walk from 
St John’s Lock, Lechlade, with optional visit to Inglesham church.  Lunch at 
The Trout Inn at St John’s bridge. 
Tuesday 13th November.  Meet at Faringdon market place to catch the 10.20 
bus to Swindon.  A walk around Cote Water with refreshments after. 
Tuesday 11th December.  Meet at Faringdon market place to catch the 10.05 
bus to Oxford.  An urban walk around hidden Oxford, with a variety of pubs 
and cafes for refreshments afterwards. 
Contact Lynn Pettit 01367 242 019 or lynnkpettit@gmail.com  

THEATREGOERS 

ROBIN HOOD  at the WATERMILL Deadline still open! 
It is a matinee and is on Saturday 8th December.  We will be travelling by 
community bus and as usual need to know whether you require lunch 
(separate cost) before the show.  The cost for the show and transport is £35 
and the deadline for booking this is 29th August. 
 

AND FOR THE NEW YEAR! (yes already!) Saturday January 26th,  
matinee.  We visit Cheltenham to see FAME THE MUSICAL! 
It is the 30th anniversary and stars Keith Jack (Any Dream will Do/Joseph 
and his Technicolor Dreamcoat).  Based on the 1980’s Film, it follows the 
lives of students at the New York High School for Performing Arts, as they 
navigate their way through life.  Full of familiar songs, it continues to be a 
much loved musical.  Our price is £45 for ticket plus transport, and deadline 
for booking is October 22nd.  
 

As usual send your cheque for complete payment to Jane using the form 
marking the back of the cheque with performance details.  Look forward to 
you joining us! 
 

KEEP CHECKING THE WEB SITE  - MORE INFORMATION ON 
THERE! 
 

All members are welcome to join us on any trip.  Also, should you wish to go 
to the venue as a tourist or shopper and not the theatre, then it would be  
possible to use the coach as transport only.  We do have a mailing list of  
interested members, and when we book an outing anybody on that list will 
receive notification, so if you do not receive such emails (or letters) and 
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would like to, then contact Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296   
or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added.  

Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is  
Jane Horey, 01793 766 177 or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk 

UKULELE 

We meet on the first and third Fridays of the month at 2.30pm in the Unit-
ed Church Hall.  If you can play the Uke (even just a bit) and like to sing, do 
join us.  
Please ring Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929 for more info. 

WINE APPRECIATION—A NEW VINTAGE 

Last year’s vineyard trip to Brightwell was a fascinating study in viticulture.  
This June’s visit to Chiltern Wines was a very different, but equally  
fascinating, study into vinification, with some bonus notes on brewing and 
distilling.  Our guide was excellent, the tastings were numerous and  
generous, and the weather was brilliant.   
 

Upcoming Events 
Tuesday 16th October – The world of sherry, presented by Den Boer Wines. 
Donna Rogers’ second favourite wine, after Oz shiraz, is sherry and she’ll 
take us through some half dozen expressions of this greatly undervalued 
world-class wine.  There may even be a venencia relay race. 
Tuesday 11th December – Festive Lunch.  A key date for your diary. 
2019 programme.  The Cellar Team will be planning our 2019 season  
during the Autumn and will publish that in the U3A Winter magazine.   
However we’ve got one exceptional item sorted already with at least 12 of us 
going to the Mosel vineyards next June, staying in a gem of a village right on 
the river, undertaking some seriously educational tastings and enjoying the 
tourism delights of this prime wine-producing region. 
 

New members.  The Wine Appreciation Group is an unstuffy collection of 
people who want to learn about, talk about, taste and compare wines that will 
help us choose the best – whether for a daily glass, a dinner party or even a 
wedding.  We meet every two months in Faringdon or nearby.  All U3A 
members are welcome and there’s no annual subscription, just a charge for 
each event you come to.  More details on our web page. 
For more information contact David Burn on 01367 240 670. 
 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
mailto:janehorey@hotmail.co.uk
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THAMES VALLEY NETWORK  
NEWS  

This year:  Kelmscott another huge success; will be run again in 
2019.  Dunkirk day sold out in 6 days - possible March 2019 for  
another day on Dunkirk.  Watch website for details. 
 

Events for the remainder of 2018 
 Polar exploration heavily sold out.   
 Medicine and Art 1st November now full.   

There will be a day concentrating on how best to run a U3A 
Group –  news to come on website.   

 

Next year: Events planned for 2019  
Ideas: Really like to have new ideas: the Events team meets in  
October.  So far we have a Cinema day; a Pre-Raphaelites day;  
Dunkirk again.  There are possible Anthropology and Science days.  
All to be at very low cost to absorb surplus funds at TVN! 
 

Information: 
Peter Foot can provide further information: 01367 358 394 and 
p.foot47@gmail.com 

 

OPEN DAY 

  

Our annual Open Day will be held in the Corn Exchange on  
 

Tuesday 2nd October between 10:00 and 12:00. 
 

The event is both to attract new members and to allow existing 
 

 members to learn something of Groups they are not familiar with 
 

 and which they might consider joining. 
 

Come along and have a browse round the many stands, chat with  
 

Group Leaders and see if anything takes your fancy. 
 

If you know someone who is contemplating joining Faringdon and  
 

District U3A, encourage them to come along to our Open Day –  
 

they’ll be made very welcome. 
 

Refreshments will be available. 
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Faringdon & District Theatre Group 
 

All cheques to be made out to 
 

Faringdon U3A Theatre Account 
 

and sent to Mrs J. Horey, 73 Eastrop, 

Highworth, SN6 7AT. 
 

PERFORMANCE……………………………………………… 
 

AT………………………THEATRE, ON……………………. 
 

I REQUIRE……………….TICKETS and am enclosing 
 

 £...................  [ = the cost of ticket x number required.] 
 

Don’t forget to mark back of cheque with performance. 

 
 

NAME…………………………………………………………. 

TEL.  

NO………………….EMAIL………………………………….. 
 

All correspondence where possible will be by email so if you have an 

email please make sure we have it.  If you don't you will still receive 

the information.  This form is a standard one for ALL our theatre  

outings and therefore we need the information for each  

performance/theatre to be separate.  Therefore if you are booking 

two separate outings please use two forms, with separate cheques 

marking the back of the cheque also.  Thanks. 
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Broadway Tower  
 

2017/18 winner for 
the photograph taken 

as part of a  
Photographic Group 

activity. 

Avebury Sunset  
 
2017/18 winner for 
a photograph taken 
elsewhere. 


