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MEETINGS CALENDAR
Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each
month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a
welcome from the Chairman and notices. The main event - usually a visiting
speaker - is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group
Leaders and socialise.
Thursday 13th December 2018
This month we are very happy to welcome to Faringdon local photographer
and trainer Derek Gale whose talk is called, ‘How to take a better
Photograph’. Derek is well-known to the photography group and will explain the art of improving our photographs and even give an insight into the
technical aspects of this fascinating hobby.
Thursday 10th January 2019
Our well-loved, annual January Japes meal will be followed by a talk and
photograph show by Tony and Rosemary Hadland, who will entertain us
with their exploits on the Falkland Isles, which they have visited twice.
However, nothing prepared them for the rugged beauty of the place and the
fascinating wildlife. Rosemary took the amazing photographs which she will
include in the talk.
Thursday 17th January Extra Meeting – Film Show
The second programme from Britain on Film on Tour is an evocative
exploration of the countryside of the UK, taking in the diverse and beautiful
landscapes of all our home nations. See page 29 for more details.
Thursday 14th February
This month, Anthony Burdall has promised a talk entitled, ‘Alycone round
Britain’ the story of him sailing around Britain. It promises to include some
fabulous photography and sights that can only be viewed from the
water. He will talk about the many ‘magic moments’ resulting from the
weather, the places and the people he met. This is bound to be an enthralling
talk about the dangers and the thrilling moments of a life-changing trip.
Thursday 14th March
Dinah Reynolds, a guide at the Ashmolean museum will tell us all about
Ceramics and bring some of her very many artefacts to show us. Dinah is
an authority on British ceramics and has worked for several years on the
Ashmolean collection. She is a renowned author and an experienced speaker
so we are very lucky that she has agreed to visit Faringdon.
Thursday 11th April 2019
This talk by Valerie Calderbank entitled “A Tour of the Universe” and
illustrated by stunning images will be a whistle stop tour of the amazing
planet that we live in and promises to be very interesting. Valerie is a
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Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society and an experienced international
presenter and cruise ship lecturer. The talk will be light hearted, entertaining
and not too technical but will include awe inspiring facts and stunning
images.
Thursday 9th May 2019
We are very pleased to welcome back as a speaker, our very own Ron
Colyer. This time his talk is about “Renewable Energy Sources.” During
the last few years there has been massive investment in renewable energy in
the UK. So far, most of this has been in wind and solar and, whilst these are
now making significant contributions to the UK demand, because of their
weather dependence, they can never be the sole sources of energy. However,
the UK has an abundance of other sources of renewable energy, including
tides and tidal streams and these will be among the renewables discussed in
the talk.
Thursday 13th June 2019
Recommended by several members who have visited the Yellow Hat Tribe
art gallery near Chipping Norton and heard Irene talk about her love of art.
We are pleased to have Irene Tyack to talk to us about her early years which
were spent on the edge of the Black Mountains, a very rural life, no running
water or electricity, a pig called Zacharius lay in front of the kitchen fire and
the chickens sat on the arms of the chairs, from the age of two she knew she
wanted to be a painter. Irene will also bring items to sell from her art gallery.
Thursday 11th July 2019
We welcome back to this month’s meeting, Peter Sharpe who will this time
talk on the topic of Breaking the Trench Warfare Stalemate in 1918. The
presentation will trace military developments from the American Civil and
Franco Prussian Wars that lead to the defensive stalemate of trench warfare
by the end of 1914 in World War 1. It will explore the reasons why
manoeuvre became impossible due to the staggering level of casualties that
the tactics of the day produced. The breaking of the stalemate will then be
examined. In late 1917 a combination of changing tactics and technology
produced a break-through which allowed offensive operations to become
viable once again. In the Summer of 1918, the use of tanks, storm troopers,
radio, predictive artillery fire, fighter ground attack and aircraft reconnaissance resulted in battles that resembled actions of 1944 rather than the
bloody attrition 1916 and 1917.
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
Winter Newsletter time already! How quickly the autumn has flown
by. Today, however, is bright and sunny, and the season of mist and
mellow fruitfulness is with us for just a few more days.
Thinking about the autumn has reminded me of how busy we, as a
U3A have been. In October our Open Day in the Corn Exchange was
a wonderful example of how our good reputation is spreading. A big
thank you to the Group Leaders who came along, bringing with them
examples of crafts, photographs, music and lots of enthusiasm for
their own group. There was a steady flow of visitors and a wonderful
atmosphere in the room. The outcome was that 19 new members
signed up on the day and several more have joined since, so that as I
write, our membership stands at well over 500. A very big thanks too,
to the members of the Committee and some spouses, who were able to
be there to support wherever it was needed.
One of the highlights of the autumn for me was going to the Three
Counties show at the end of September. We had a glorious day out in
the sunshine, enjoying the exhibits and watching demonstrations in the
RHS marquee. I would like to thank Peter and Christina for organising the day. I hope you also have made some happy memories this
year to think back on.
We have had very interesting and enjoyable speakers this quarter and
in December we are looking forward to welcoming Derek Gale who
will be explaining the art of improving our photographs...those family
portraits at Christmas will just get better and better.
In January there will be another ‘January Japes’ to look forward to.
Brush off those winter blues with a delicious two-course lunch from
Sadlers (with an accompanying drink) followed by tea or coffee. If
you wish to come, please reply early. The details are to be found on
pages 8 and 9. To really make the day special we have got Tony and
Rosemary Hadland, who will entertain us with their exploits on the
Falkland Islands. This is of course open to all members, not just those
who have lunched – we aim to start the speakers at the normal meeting
time of 2:30pm.
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At the General Meeting in November, our Treasurer, Nigel Wilkinson,
outlined plans to change our subscription for the coming year. The
subscription process will be the same as last year, but the good news is
that we are reducing the cost for the 2019 membership year. The
membership fee will be reducing from £18 to £15 for a single member
and from £30 to £24 for two members from the same household. We
have been able to do this because our funds are very healthy at the
moment thanks to costs being kept stable and a very pleasing growth
in membership. The situation will naturally be monitored by the
Treasurer, but it is hoped that we will be able to keep these figures for
some time to come.
To keep in line with modern technology, the Committee agreed the
purchase of a much needed and more powerful laptop and a lapel microphone. These items are solely for the U3A use and should meet
our technological needs for many years to come.

For our U3A insurance purposes, your renewal and payment must be
received before the end of January 2019, or your U3A membership
will lapse and you will not be eligible to attend General Meetings or to
participate in any Interest Groups.
We hope that those who do internet banking will choose to use our online facility which will be available from the 1st December. Fill in the
on-line renewal form on the ‘Contacts & Membership’ page of our
website and click ‘submit’. Then log-on to your bank and pay Faringdon U3A the appropriate sum – details of the sort code and account
number etc are all on the website. When we have received your
online renewal form, you will get an email acknowledgement.
Don’t worry if you don’t use internet banking because you will also
receive a Subscription Renewal Form in a separate mailing, early in
January next year, which you can complete and return with a cheque.
A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

To all members of Faringdon & District U3A
Margaret Brown
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk

6

SUMMER LUNCH
The items in the photograph below were left behind after the Summer Lunch
on 16th August. Please would the owners collect them from Margaret Brown
by the end of December. After then they will be donated to charity.

MEMBERS’ NEWS
We welcome 29 new members.
From Faringdon: Felicity Cormack, Maureen Courtney, Sandra Langford
Joan Lee, Geoff and Muriel Loosemore, Georgina Matthews, Janet Russell,
Angela Smith, Karen Spence.
From Ashbury: Julia Blake, Margaret Smith, Peter Smith.
From Clanfield: Keith Braine, Philip and Joyce Figgins.
From Highworth: Carolyn English, Gillian Gould.
From Lechlade: Louise Crossley.
From Longworth: Sarah Williams.
From Shrivenham: Veronica Grieg, Beryl Leech, Pete Nicholson, Nan Pratt,
Pamela Vizor.
From Stanford in the Vale: Frank and Wendy Coldwell, Deborah Lavin.
From Watchfield: Hilary Curd.
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SPRING 2019 NEWSLETTER

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the
Editor: Geoff Brown, 15 Eaton Close, Faringdon SN7 7FG
Tel: 01367 615 385; Email: newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk
by Wednesday 13th February 2019
The Spring Newsletter will cover March, April and May.
It will be posted to all members in early March.
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January Japes Menu
Thursday 10th January
at 12.15 for a 12.30 start
in the Corn Exchange
1. Spicy Lamb Tagine on Herb Cous Cous
2. Paprika Pan Fried Chicken with Chorizo, Chickpeas and Spinach
3. Simply Salmon and Dill on Buttery Baby Potatoes
4. Wild Mushroom and Boursin Wellington
~~
A. Dutch Apple Tart with Chantilly Cream
B. Pear & Almond Bread and Butter Pudding with Custard

C. Raspberry and Chocolate Roulade
D. Brie de Meaux with Sour Dough Bread and Sticky Fig Chutney
~~
Glass of Wine/Sparkling Water
~~

Coffee/Tea
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U3A JANUARY JAPES
in the CORN EXCHANGE

Thursday 10th January at 12.15 for a 12.30 start,
followed by (should you wish to stay)
a talk and photograph show by Tony and Rosemary Hadland, who will
entertain us with their exploits on the Falkland Isles.

Cost: £15 per person for a two-course meal with a drink,
+ tea/ coffee
Please:
Write your choice of meal in the box below, for each person you
are booking for, using a letter and a number from the menu
opposite. Cut the box out and send it with your cheque payable
to Faringdon & District U3A Main Account to:

Rita Higazi: 4 Tollington Court, Faringdon SN7 7LD
(01367 244 494)
Enclose a stamped addressed envelope for the return of your
ticket(s), or collect at the meeting on Thursday 14th December.
N.B. The deadline for booking is 31st December.

Name …………………………………………………..
Email address :……………………………………
Tel : ……………………………
Person 1 Main meal: (1-4)_____ Dessert: (A-D)_____
Person 2 Main meal: (1-4)_____ Dessert: (A-D)_____

Person 3 Main meal: (1-4)_____ Dessert: (A-D)_____
Person 4 Main meal: (1-4)_____ Dessert: (A-D)_____
I enclose payment for £ …………… by cheque / cash
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting – Thursday 13th September

“From the Page to the Stage”
Jennifer Cowling
Drawing from her experience of a
lifelong hobby in amateur theatre
both on and off the stage, Jennifer
Cowling gave members an insight into
what is involved in
putting on a musical
show and explained
why it costs so much
to see an AMATEUR show.
Jennifer began by
explaining how she
became interested in
the theatre as a small
child because her
parents took her to the theatre and
her mum liked musicals and she
could remember her mum ironing to
the music of My Fair Lady. This
began a lifelong passion for live theatre which continued when she was
14 years old and the family visited
London. From that point on, Jennifer
decided to collect all things to do
with the theatre like programmes
and tickets. She ended up with a
huge, collection of memorabilia
spanning 54 years. When she added
up all the productions that she had
been actively involved in, the number was 104 and she had performed
in 93 of them which was 15 plays
and 78 musicals.

When at school she wanted to be in
the school- play so she endured elocution lessons which were a requirement of the auditions. That enabled
her to gain parts in
Emma and Pride
and Prejudice which
she enjoyed immensely.
It was when she
moved from Scotland to Harrogate in
1975 and saw the
local Operatic company perform in
Harrogate Royal theatre that really
enthralled her and encouraged her to
take an active part.
Jennifer went on to try to explain
that ‘amateur’ only means ‘not paid’
and in every other respect the aim is
to be as professional as possible and
the huge costs involved in a performance. She explained the large costs
involved in lighting, staging, costumes and sound systems in performing musicals. Whilst the cast
were all amateur it was very common to have a professional director;
indeed many directors make a good
living selling their expertise to amateur groups. Similarly, most musical
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directors, and orchestra members
would be professional. All this
would come at a significant cost,
which would have to be recouped in
tickets sales. When putting on Annie
in Harrogate the committee determined that they would require 86%
audience numbers just to break even,
a very tall order for amateur companies.
We were surprised by the enormous
amount of administration that is
needed when putting on such an
event and indeed, the legal requirements. For instance, the Safeguarding rules must be followed when
there are children in the cast. Jennifer explained how most casts do
include children as parent and family
always come and swell the audience!
A license to perform a musical is
required, unless it is over a hundred

years old. Also, if a musical is being
performed in a large, local city theatre by a ‘professional’ cast, then a
performing license will not be allowed.
She finished her talk with a short
quiz which involved us all listening
to music from different musicals and
trying to identify the musical. Although many of us could recognise
and sing the tunes it was very hard to
put names to all of them.
The U3A members and visitors
found Jennifer’s talk very interesting
and it was eye opening to learn about
just how involved and costly it was
to put on a musical.
A version of this account by Shela
Rowan appeared in the November
edition of The Folly.

Meeting—Thursday 11th October

“PLAYING THE CLOWN” GEORGE BERNARD SHAW ”
Brian Freeland
Our speaker this month, Brian Freeland started in theatre in 1959 direct
from National Service as a trainee
manager at the London Palladium. A
rich and varied career saw him working as a stage manager at the RSC,
Bristol Old Vic, National Theatre,
Sadler’s Wells Royal Ballet and
many regional theatres. For the British Council he toured to 43 different
countries, including eight tours of
India. After two residencies he set-

tled in Scotland, returning to theatre
management at the Adam Smith
Theatre, and moving into writing,
directing and public speaking.
The members of the U3A were delighted to welcome him back to perform a homage to Shaw, “Playing
the Clown” which is a one-man show
with furniture, tells the life story of
George Bernard Shaw with humour
and with affection. Brian conceived

12
this presentation, where he is both
narrator and player, adding memories
of British Council overseas tours with
Shaw productions to his light-hearted
chronicles of the
life, the plays, the
reviews, the correspondence and the
complicated personal relationships of
the only person ever
to have been awarded both an Oscar
and a Nobel Prize.

fingered exercises but, as he said by
playing Don Giovanni which he had
heard often being rehearsed in the
drawing room of his house when a
child.

Brian told us a great
deal about Shaw’s
early life and how
he became a playwright, he was born
in Ireland in 1856
and moved to England in 1876 to
establish himself as
Brian’s earliest
a writer and novelmemories of George
ist. By the midBernard Shaw were
1880s he had bewhen he was about
come a respected
12 years old when
theatre and music
Shaw died, all the
critic. Shaw’s first
newspapers were
play which brought
devoted to him and
him financial sucthe theatres had two
cess was ‘Arms and
minutes silence. He
the Man’ in 1894, a
was greatly admired by everyone both comedy pointing fun at the convenin this country and around the world tions of love, military humour and
and some people say he was the great- class. He followed this with many
other plays which were often depictest playwright since Shakespeare.
ing the social issues of the time.
Shaw called the clown “the best part
of the circus” and wrote “all my life I Brian finished his presentation about
have merely been playing the clown”. Bernard Shaw by telling his audience
Mrs Patrick Campbell always started about his final years. He died at the
her letters to him “Dear Joey” – a
age of 94 in 1950 when he fell while
reference to that other famous clown, pruning a tree. We were all enterJoseph Grimaldi. ‘PLAYING THE
tained by Brian’s enthusiastic perforCLOWN’ tells Shaw’s story with
mance telling us about the life of
respect, with admiration and – as
Bernard Shaw.
Shaw himself always told it – with
A version of this account by Shela
humour.
Rowan appeared in the November
Shaw also loved music and started to edition of The Folly.
play the piano by not playing five
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Meeting—Thursday 8th November

“HOW TROPICAL RAINFORESTS WORK ”

Dr David Jones
If you were not able to attend this
talk you missed a true gem! Dr
Jones, an entomologist specialising
in rainforest insects and soil ecology,
works at the Natural History Museum and lectures at Imperial College.
His very
informative
talk was
delivered
with such
humour the
audience
was enthralled. Dr
Jones started his talk
by telling
us that there
is a high
biological diversity in a rain forest
not only at ground level but also in
the tallest trees: Epiphytes, Orchids
and Birds Nest Ferns are examples of
plants growing on the sides of trees.
These Ferns can have leaves 1.5m in
length, growing into basket shapes
which catch falling leaves, twigs,
bird droppings etc, turning eventually into aerial soil as it rots. This soil
can eventually make homes to
snakes, large centipedes and many
other insects. When taken back to
the lab, scientists sort, weigh, count
and identify each species. These
epiphytes are also bio-diversity hot
spots in their own right, as they hold

species which only exist in the canopy and not on the forest floors.
We learnt that the Japanese had, at
great expense, installed a high tower
crane in the middle of the Lambir
National
Park in
Sarawak,
Borneo, by
which scientists can
be lowered
into the tree
canopy to
study the
flora and
insect
worlds and
are able to
measure the exchanges of carbon
dioxide and oxygen.
Did you know that there are 6-7000
species of termites in the world? Did
you know that a termite Queen can
lay up to 1000 eggs each day?
Predation and Decomposition in the
forest are controlled by just two
groups. The weight of individual
insects groups living on the forest
floor shows us that Ants rank as first
at 25% and Termites second at 15%.
Ants remove 52% of all animal tissue in a rain forest, whereas the termites are the most important decom-
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posers, feeding on dead plant material.
In the Termite world there are Soldier classes and Worker classes. The
Workers collect the food and bring it
back to the nest and the Soldier ant
class protect the colony. Workers
are split between grazers, who graze
the micro-epiphytes, moss and lichen
and roll it into balls which are then
taken back to the colony by the carrier workers.
The Soldiers’ defensive mechanisms
have evolved into several types of
weapon. Some have proboscis
through which a poisonous secretion
is sprayed over any attacking ant, up
to 2cm away. Others have curved
mandibles which can hold an attacking ant and while both the ant and
the termite will die, that ant is then
incapable of attacking any of the
other termites. Other Soldiers have
asymmetrical mandibles which are
wrapped around themselves and
when an attacking ant is sensed, the
mandibles fling out and hit the prey,
killing it. Finally tree top living
termites, which tunnel through the
tree, develop a head just wide

enough to block the tunnel entrance
and with their mandibles are able to
cut off the ant’s legs.
Termite nests are made in many
ways: Attached to the sides of trees;
2ft high pillbox shapes; Soil eating
termites in Madagascar make nests
that are so enormous that they resist
flooding and have been capable of
even dictating the way the waters
flood; some large nests have a chimney so that heat from the nest can
escape upwards allowing cool air to
enter through ventilation holes at the
base of the nest and, finally, some
nests are gravestone shaped, and
aligned east-west so that the warmth
of the sun helps in the morning and
evening, but at midday, the thin upper edge does not absorb the heat too
much.
Dr Jones’s obsession with termites
seems justified as they are truly
amazing creatures!
A version of this account by Danielle
Mills will appear in the December
edition of The Folly.

HAVE YOU ANY IDEAS FOR SPEAKERS?

We try and offer a very wide-ranging programme of speakers aiming to interest everyone. If you hear a really good speaker and feel the topic would
interest the general membership do contact Shela Rowan Speaker Coordinator with the details. Or if you would like a particular subject which
has not recently been covered, do mention the topic and I can find a suitable
speaker.
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POSSIBLE TRIP TO LONDON
It is been suggested several times that we arrange a theatre trip to London to
see one of the big shows, probably a musical. The time we are thinking of is
next Autumn. But this would only be viable if we had a full coach with 40
people, so I am sending this out in general email for the WHOLE membership to see if we would get enough interest. HOWEVER THIS DOES NOT
MEAN YOU HAVE TO GO TO THE THEATRE – if you would rather just
use the coach as a way of getting there to do your own thing, that would be
fine, and would just cost the coach fare (between £15-£20), stopping at probably Kensington and theatreland, then of course return, So, for those interested in a show please let me know if you would like it, and those just traveling
also let me know. I will also put this in the next newsletter for those who do
not have email
Sylvia Bowley (theatregroup)
01367 241 296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net

Members of the Science and Technology Group on a recent visit to
TE Connectivity - a high tech company in Swindon
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FARINGDON GROUPS
Art
Ashmolean
Astronomy
Blues & Roots
Books
Bridge - All levels
Cryptic Crosswords
Current Affairs
Embroidery
Family History
Folk Dancing
Foreign Language Films
French Conversation
French Intermediate & Advanced
Gardeners
German
Golf Croquet (summer)
History
History of Art
Italian - Improvers
Jazz
Mah Jong
Military History
Music Appreciation
Opera
Photography
Play Reading
Poetry
Qigong
Quilting
Quiz
Ramblers
Recorder Consort
Science & Technology
Scrabble
Seams like fun
Spanish - Intermediate
Striders
Strollers
Theatre Goers
Travel
Ukulele
Wine Appreciation
Yoga

Kay Fox
Aileen Bridge
Stuart Priest
Sheila Donovan
Kay Chamberlain
Steve Braithwaite
Peter Smith
Jenny Braithwaite
Suellen Pedley
Ian Clarkson
Val Hudspeth
Robin Stewart
Françoise Stacey
Carolyn Williams
Christina Field
Victoria Paleit
Steve Braithwaite
Mike Iremonger
Mairead Boyce
Jenny Braithwaite
Patrick Wheare
Robin Ison
Carolyn Clarkson
Bjorn Watson
Beryl Cooper
Anthony Burdall
Anthony Burdall
Mary Love
Sandra Cooper
Janette Saville
Valerie Burdall
Sylvia Bowley
Marcus Lapthorn
Peter Smith
Ron Colyer
Rosalind Burns
Valerie Burdall
Robin Stewart
Françoise Stacey
Lynn Pettit
Sylvia Bowley
New leader required
Jenny Braithwaite
David Burn
New leader required

01367 240 604
01793 784 720
01367 240 118
01367 243 363
01367 242 647
01367 240 929
01367 241 241
01367 240 929
01367 710 680
01793 782 836
01367 241 035
01367 241 295
01367 241 813
01367 241 208
01367 241 265
01865 821 594
01367 240 929
01367 241 361
01367 243 065
01367 240 929
01367 241 927
01865 821 154
01793 782 836
01793 782 748
01367 242 908
01367 240 713
01367 240 713
01367 710 754
01367 243 831
01367 243 958
01367 240 713
01367 241 296
01367 242 559
01367 241 241
01793 782 363
07557 880 944
01367 240 713
01367 241 295
01367 241 813
01367 242 019
01367 241 296
01367 240 929
01367 240 670
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator
Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or email 91gometz@gmail.com
Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of groups
is provided on page 15.
Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the Group
Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has room for new
members.
All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but before
taking the matter too far please contact the Groups Co-ordinator to discuss
the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest Groups”, and to check
the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s).
For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester
Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street.

ART
The Art class is on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month. Please check
newsletter for dates.
There are currently 2 classes running for the remainder of this term and
hopefully until Easter.
We meet in the Barber Rooms from 10 am - 12md
12.30 - 2.30pm
Our teacher is Felicity Cormack.
This term - Nov 22nd and one odd one on Dec 6th ( morning only for a life
drawing class but open to both classes)
Next term - Jan 10th and 24th
Feb 14th and 28th
Mar 14th and 28th

All welcome from beginners upward.
Please contact:
Kay Fox - philippafox@btinternet.com 07786 423 574
Sally Bull - sally.bull@talktalk.net 07808 136 919
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ASHMOLEAN
Winter Programme
Thursday 3rd January Textiles Lynne Ward
Thursday 7th February The Silk Road Anne-Lise Foex
Thursday 7th March Islamic Objects Denise Derbyshire
Thursday 4th April The Welby Collection Renaissance Silver
The visits are on the first Thursday of the month. Meetings start with the
group gathering at 10.55 am in the Greek & Roman Sculpture Gallery, immediately to the left as you go in through the main entrance to the Ashmolean museum. Each meeting lasts for one hour. There is a fee of £8 per person
attending which should be sent to the group leader prior to the meeting. If for
any reason members are unable to attend there will be no refund as we notify
the museum in advance of our group numbers. New members are welcome to
attend.
For further details please contact:
Shela Rowan (01367 243 636 or smr280652@gmail.com) or
Aileen Bridge (01793 784 720) or aileen.bridge@gmail.com

ASTRONOMY
There are no longer monthly meetings but up-to-date information can be
found in the monthly Astronomy Newsletter posted on our website.
For more information please contact the coordinator
Stuart Priest 01367 240 118.

BRIDGE
Beginners
We continue to meet through the winter normally (but not always!) on the
first and third Monday of each month. We meet at 25, Stallpits Road,
Shrivenham, at 10:00am. Dates for the next four months are:
3rd and 17th December, 7th and 21st January, 4th and 18th February,
4th and 18th March.
For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com
Intermediate and Experienced
All Intermediate and Experienced groups meet in the Catholic Church Hall
(rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car Park) from
10.00am to 12noon (please arrive by 9.50am) on the dates given below:
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Intermediate
No lessons in December
Mon Jan 7th and Wed Jan 9th
February dates tba
Experienced
No lesson in December
Wed Jan 23rd
February date tba
If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to
attend.
For further details please contact:
Steve Braithwaite (steve.bridge1@gmail.com or 01367 240 929).

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS
We normally meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10,
Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about a
couple of hours including a refreshment break.
The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’
standard. Over the year members accumulate points to find the year’s top
solver. We have a monthly clue-writing competition and also look at things
of interest to cruciverbalists in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued at the
meeting.
Schedule for the next few months:
No meeting in December,
25th January,

22nd February

At the October Open Day, one or two members visited the Cryptic Crosswords table and expressed interest in participating in a cryptic crosswords
group that involved ‘cooperation’ in solving crosswords (the approach adopted by almost all other U3A Cryptic Crossword groups) rather than our
‘competitive’ approach. If any member would like to organize and lead such
a group, I’d be happy to advise on possibilities.
If you would like to know more, contact the group leader:
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

CURRENT AFFAIRS
We meet on the second Thursday of the month at 10.30am at 19 Coxwell
Road, Faringdon. Members take it in turns to do a presentation on a topic of
current interest.
Thursday 13th December. Please bring something topical and/or entertaining (not more than fives minutes worth) and food to share.
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Thursday 10th January. Leisure Facilities in the Vale, especially Faringdon, led by Gene Webb.
Thursday 14th February. Too early to say what will be in the news! Dorothy will lead.
New members welcome.
Contact: Jenny or Steve Braithwaite on 01367 240 929
jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk

EMBROIDERY
The embroidery group meets every second Tuesday of each month at 44,
Hunters Field, Stanford-in-the-Vale, SN7 8LX from 2.00pm until 4.00 pm.
For further information contact me:
Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680 or suellenpedley@aol.com).

FAMILY HISTORY
The next meetings of the Experienced group will take place on Friday 30th
November, Friday 25th January and Friday 29th March. Our November
meeting is rather special and we hope that this notice is in time! We are
meeting in the Barber Rooms (behind All Saints Church) and the members of
the group are planning to display some of the results of their individual researches. The initial idea was to give us all an idea of what each of us had
researched. On reflection we decided that this was a little insular and so we
are opening our “exhibition” to all interested U3A members. Please feel free
to drop in at any time on the 30th, between 10:00am and Noon. Our meetings
in January and March will be in Shrivenham.
A new Beginners’ Group met for the first of six sessions on 13th November.
Future meetings will be on Tuesdays 11th December (BMDs), 8th January
(Census), 12th February (Other Sources), and 12th March. Meetings are at
25 Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, and start at 10:00am.
Ian Clarkson, 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com

FOLK DANCING
We meet on the first Thursday of each month at 2.30pm in the Catholic
Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car Park).
January 3rd February 7th March 7th and April 4th
If anyone else would like to join us, please do.
Contact: Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com).
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS
th

Wednesday, 5 December 2018. The film shown will be "Happy
End" (2017) written and directed by Michael Haneke (remember "Cache"?)
and starring Isabelle Huppert and Jean-Louis Trintignant and introducing
Fantine Harduin. Like "Cache", the film has darker themes. It is mainly in
French with English sub-titles.
Wednesday, 13th February 2019. The film shown will be "Little Norse
Prince" (Japan 1968) an animated drama fantasy adventure set in ancient
Scandinavia. It broke new ground at the time of its release. The film is in
Japanese with English sub-titles.
Both films will be shown at 2 for 2.15 pm at 14 The Pines, Faringdon. For
more information please contact: Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295.

GARDENERS
th

Thursday, 20 December 2018. Lunch for the Group has been provisionally booked at the Lechlade Garden Centre. Meet at the GSCP for car sharing
to Lechlade at 11.30am. Lunch at 12.30pm; the cost of which is two courses
£14.95 – three courses £16.95. Please get in touch with Christina as soon as
possible if you wish to go and to see a copy of the Menu.
Thursday 17th January, 2019. Planning meeting where we decide what to
do in the coming year. Venue – The Pump.
Thursday, 21st February. To be decided at the January meeting.
For further information contact: Christina Field on 01367 241 265.

HISTORY OF ART
rd

We meet on the 3 Thursday of the month, Old Town Hall at 2.30pm.
We will not meet during December, in January we will hold our Social
gathering to start the New Year, and in February we will begin to explore
modern Sculpture.
For further information please contact :
Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065 or boycemairead@aol.com

JAZZ
Our next meeting is the Christmas Party on Monday December 3 at
11.00am in the Old Town Hall, Market Square - that's a week earlier than our
normal second Monday and starting half an hour later. Don't miss it. Then
Pete Stone will start the New Year by explaining Jammin' to us on Monday
January 14. That's at the usual time of 10.30am. And we've a full pro-
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gramme of events to come in the following months. Details not yet finalised
but we'll let you know as soon as possible.
We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library, Gloucester Street, from 10.30 am till about noon. We try to cover all aspects of jazz
from the early days to the present time. If you're interested just turn up and
make yourself known, if it's your first visit. There's no need to book in advance. We charge £1 a time to cover costs and tea/coffee and lemon drizzle
cake that is unbeatably good.
For more information ring or email:
Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or patandeve@wheare.me) or
Robin Ison (01865 821 154 or rrison@chem-intermediates.com).

MAH JONG
st

We usually meet on the 1 and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 2.00pm –
4.00pm We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New members
are always welcome.
Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue
5th December
Marlene’s (Stanford)
19th December
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
2nd January (tbc)
Marlene’s (Stanford)
16th January
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
6th February
Marlene’s (Stanford)
20th February
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
6th March
Marlene’s (Stanford)
20th March
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com or
Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin22@gmail.com

MILITARY HISTORY
The Military History Group meets on the first Thursday of the month and
we consider an eclectic range of topics.
Meetings take place at Walnut Tree Cottage, 9A Stainswick Lane, Shrivenham SN6 8DU.

You are very welcome to join us.
For more information, please contact:
Bjorn Watson at bjornwatson@btinternet.com or on 01793 782 748.
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MUSIC APPRECIATION
We end the year with our Christmas Party on Mon Dec 10th 2.00 - 4.00
pm, in the Barber Rooms (behind All Saints Church ).
Our normal schedule resumes in the New Year, on the 4th Monday of each
month, at 10.15 for 10.30 am, in Faringdon Library. We welcome new members. Please contact me for more details and also to let me know whether or
not you will be attending each meeting.
Beryl Cooper 01367 242 908 or beryl.cooper12@gmail.com

OPERA
For our next meeting of the Opera Group, on Monday 10 December, we
start our festive celebrations with a boisterous production of Gilbert & Sullivan’s ‘HMS Pinafore & Trial by Jury’ from Opera Australia. The fun continues in January with Rosssini’s ‘The Barber of Seville’ from Glyndebourne Opera before getting darker with Mozart’s ‘Don Giovani’ in February.

As previously, there will be three showings; these are:
First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon
Tel: 01367 240 713) usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A
Monthly Meeting. Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm;
The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines,
Faringdon, Tel : 01367 241 295);
The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines,
Faringdon Tel: 01367 241 430) typically starting at 2:00pm finishing
at approximately 5:30pm;
For details please contact:
Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or anthony.burdall@burdall.net),
Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or
Linda Leggett (01367 241 430).

PHOTOGRAPHY
The November meeting of the Photographic Group was a photo review plus
discussion on image composition; the photo review was of images from the
expeditions to Coombe Mill and the New Forest as well as assignments for
‘Summer Activities’ and ‘Sporting action’.
The next meeting, the Christmas meeting, will be a photographic Expedition
to either the Oxford Botanic Garden Christmas Fair, or Oxford Covered Market ‘Christmas goodies’ or Dyrham House ‘Country House Christmas’.
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January will be a photo review and talk on ‘Which lens?’.
The February meeting will be a photographic expedition to Minster Lovell
and ruins ‘Ruined architecture and landscape’.
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm
at the home of :
Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel: 01367 240 713;
Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).
Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce
better images.

PLAY READING
The Play Reading Group meets on the first Thursday of the month from
10:30-12:30 in Faringdon Library.
For more information contact Mary Love on 01367 710 754
or maryvivienlove@yahoo.com

POETRY
In December we'll write about 'Cruises'
in January 'Bliss' is our quest
then February with cold nights and blues
'Moonstruck' is winter's guest
We meet on the third Monday of the month at 10.30am in Faringdon
Library:
17 December 2018
21 January 2019 18 February 2019

Bring yourself, and words chosen with care and might.
If you would like to know more, call:
Sand Cooper on 01367 243 831 or email sand.co15@rocketmail.com

QIGONG
Qigong is a holistic system of self-healing which includes gentle movements,
relaxation, breathing, and short meditation techniques.
It is a gentle and enjoyable form of exercise, Qigong can help to improve
circulation and mobility for all. Our core practice is based on the Tai Chi
Qigong Shibashi form which is accessible for the less mobile as it can also be
practiced whilst sitting. We practice many forms of Qigong, such as Silk
Reeling movements to work on the spine and the different joints of the body.
Our group is for mixed abilities, men and women.
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We meet weekly on Friday mornings. Our first group is full but there is
space in our 11.15am session in the Jubilee Room, The Pump House,
Faringdon. If you are interested in coming the next joining date will start
4th January 2019.
Contribution to room hire is £10 for a 4 week block or £3.00 for drop-in session.
If you would like more information. please contact:
Janette Saville (01367 243 958) or janettesaville@icloud.com

QUILTING
The Patchwork & Quilting Group meets on the last Wednesday of the
month from 2pm - 4pm at 2 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY.
Beginners and long-term quilters are all very welcome. We teach hand and
machine quilting.
For more information contact: Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713.

QUIZ
th

December 14 (with lunch) January 11th February 8th March 8th
Do you like to find out all sorts of interesting facts and maybe tell us some
more? Our quizzes are very varied (different quizmasters) and we try not to
have too many about celebrities! So come along to our quiz group in the Old
Town Hall on the 2nd Friday in the month (mostly!).
Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241 296 or
email sylkenbow@talktalk.net

RAMBLERS
Thursday 22 November – meet at GSCP 09:00 for car sharing to Quenington. 6.5 miles walk.
Thursday 27 December. There will not be a U3A ramble this month. However, the Ramblers Association will be hosting a 5.1 mile ‘mince pie’ walk
from Faringdon Market Place at 10:30 on Thursday 6 December and all
walkers are welcome to attend.
Thursday 24 January – meet at GSCP 09:30 for car sharing to Bishopstone.
6.2 miles walk.
Thursday 28 February – meet at GSCP 09:15 for car sharing to Combe.
6.5 miles walk.
Thursday 28 March - meet at GSCP 09:30 for car sharing to Wantage.
6.2 miles walk.
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For more information contact:
Marcus Lapthorn (01367 242 559 and 07811 942 108)
Email: marcuslapthorn@gmail.com
Please note:
Dogs: Dogs are welcome on walks unless otherwise stated. Dogs should be
kept under close control and on a short lead on roads, near livestock or sensitive wildlife and wherever the Walk Leader requires it. If your dog is chased
by an animal it is safer to let your dog off the lead.
Length of U3A Rambles: These will generally be circular walks between 5
and 6.5 miles and there will usually be a ‘pub’ stop at the end. The pace will
be moderate. Full details of each walk can be found on the Faringdon U3A
website.

RECORDER CONSORT
The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere on
instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows access to a wide
range of music. We normally meet in the afternoons of the third and last
Thursday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting
at 2.00pm. Sessions are of about two hours duration including a break for
refreshments.
We will meet on:
20th December [date tbc]
17th & 31st January
21st & 28th February
For more information contact:
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
th

11 December - Talk entitled "Flapping Wing Aircraft" by Professor Kevin
Knowles of Cranfield University
January 2019 - Visit to a local company. Details yet to be confirmed.
5th February - Talk entitled "Mathematics - Hard and Easy" by David
Stocks
Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com or from the website.
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SCRABBLE
If you understand the joy of JO, QI and ZO; the satisfaction of a seven-letter
word and why coloured squares are your friends, join fellow wordsmiths at
the newly revived Scrabble group.
We shall meet at Faringdon Library on the last Thursday of each month
(when it is closed to the public) from 2.30pm until 4.30pm. The aim is to
enjoy ourselves so, initially, there will only be friendly competition (with
prizes
). We can adapt this if enough people want to play with more vigour.
There will be no need for fees and refreshments will be provided.
It would be helpful to know how many people to expect, so please email me
beforehand at: rosalind.ann.burns@gmail.com
Looking forward to seeing you.

SEAMS LIKE FUN
Meetings take place from 2pm to 4pm on the first Monday of the month.
If you would like to go back to dress-making or start from scratch come and
join us at 2 Fernham Road Faringdon.
For details contact: Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713.

STRIDERS
Walks will be advertised on the website in due course.
Contact: Françoise Stacey b.f.stacey@outlook.com or 01367 241 813.

STROLLERS
We’ve had good numbers on the walks this autumn, so I’m pleased to announce that Strollers will be continuing the second Tuesday of the month.
Thanks to Jane Archer and Patrick Sharkey who have offered to lead walks
this winter.
Tuesday 11 December. Meet at Faringdon market place to catch the 10.05
bus to Oxford. An urban walk around hidden Oxford, with a variety of pubs
and cafes for refreshments afterwards.
Contact: Lynn Pettit 01367 242 019 or lynnkpettit@gmail.com
Tuesday 8 January. Meet at GSCP at 10.00am for a walk led by Jane.
Contact: Jane for details on 01793 782 876.
Tuesday 12 February. Meet at Faringdon market place to catch the 10.20
bus to Shrivenham (arriving 10.35). A circular walk around Shrivenham led
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by Patrick, with lunch afterwards at The Prince of Wales.
Contact: Patrick on 07899 846 183 or Pcsharkey@gmail.com
Tuesday 12 March. Meet at GSCP at 10.00am for a circular walk around
Ardington. Lunch afterwards at The Grocer Chef.
Contact Lynn for details as above.

THEATREGOERS
th

March 13 at The New Theatre Oxford for
Russian State Ballet of Siberia presenting
La Fille Mal Gardee, evening performance
This remains one of the oldest ballets still performed. A gentle tale of love
thwarted, unrequited and found. It is a masterpiece of comedy with plenty of
ribbons romance and rivalry. Complete with virtuoso pas de deux, maypole
and clog dancing this will send you home happy! We are travelling into Oxford by public bus (freedom to choose when to go) but coming home by
community bus back to Faringdon. The cost will be £47 to include the return
bus. We need your bookings by 10th January please, send the booking to
Jane at the address on the form, included in this newsletter or on the website.
KEEP CHECKING THE WEB SITE - MORE INFORMATION ON
THERE!
All members are welcome to join us on any trip, also should you wish to go
to the venue Cheltenham or Stratford as a tourist or shopper then that may be
possible for a reasonable travel charge. We do have a mailing list of interested members, and when we book an outing anybody on that list will receive
notification, so if you do not receive such emails (or letters) and would like
to, then contact:
Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added.
Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is:
Jane Horey, 01793 766 177 or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk

UKULELE
We meet on the first and third Fridays of the month at 2.30pm in the United Church Hall. If you can play the Uke (even just a bit) and like to sing, do
join us.
Please ring: Jenny Braithwaite on 01367 240 929 for more info.

WINE APPRECIATION GROUP
October tasting. Faringdon’s own wine expert, Donna Rogers of Den Boer
Wines, gave us a fascinating introduction to the remarkably varied delights
of sherry when she presented the group with six distinctive and delicious
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varieties to taste – ranging from the driest fino imaginable to an astonishingly
sweet dessert style. And the Amontillado from Aldi was right up there with
the best for quality, whilst having the best value by far.
26 March. Desert Island wines. What wines would you want to enjoy if
cast away on the proverbial desert island? And what stories would you tell
about your choices? You can join our volunteer crew of eager castaways via
the link now on our web page. The usual booking mailing goes out in February.
21 May. Food match. A food and wine tasting to understand better how to
match a wine to a food or vice versa.
23 June. Mosel valley wine tour.
24 September. Supermarket Challenge II.
19 November. Outside speaker.
10 December. Festive Lunch.
The Wine Appreciation Group is an unstuffy collection of people who want
to learn about and compare wines that will help us choose the best – whether
for a daily glass, a dinner party or even a wedding. We meet every two
months in Faringdon or nearby. All U3A members are welcome and there’s
no annual subscription, just a charge for each event you come to. More details on our web page.
For more information contact: David Burn on 01367 240 670.

THURSDAY 17TH JANUARY EXTRA MEETING
FILM SHOW
The second programme from Britain on Film on Tour is an evocative exploration of the countryside of the UK, taking in the diverse and beautiful landscapes of all our home nations. It will be shown in the Corn Exchange
starting at the usual time of 14:30.
Britain on Film: Rural Life takes audiences down the country lanes of the
past, meandering through the dwindling customs of another era. Relive the
work of the local blacksmith preparing shoes for the horses that will plough
the fields, and the shepherd’s trials as he protects his flock from an
encroaching storm. Be swept up in the homemade entertainment and giggles
of children at the country fair and the joyful freedoms of the dance in the
village hall.
Touching on all the technological, industrial and social changes that affected
our countryside throughout the 20th century, these films evoke and encourage not only nostalgia, but also broader and more meaningful reflections on
the nature of rural life and village communities in the UK today.
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THAMES VALLEY NETWORK
NEWS
The Study Days for 2018 were an outstanding success and it is very
good that Faringdon U3A’s use of e-mailing – to those who have
agreed to receive notifications about Study Days – has significantly
increased Faringdon participation. 2019 looks every bit as interesting
and, as your TVN representative, I will ensure we all get the information as soon as possible to give you the best chance of securing a
place on the advertised programmes.
Events planned for 2019 include the following.
Early in year – First Aid Day (esp defibrillators for beginners)
5th March - Dunkirk and Little Ships, at Henley
28th March - Polar Day: Exploration to Exploitation, at Benson.
28th May - Cinema: 18th History in Film, at Abingdon.
12th September – William Morris at Kelmscott (Kelmscott may be
closed for the whole of 2020 for lottery grant work)
October (probably last week) - Ukulele Day for U3A Groups
Date to be announced - The Geology of Volcanoes
Date to be announced - Photography Day
As the sharp-eyed will have noticed, this is a useful mixture of new
material and re-runs where a successful Day has been massively oversubscribed. I will keep you posted!
Information:
Peter Foot can provide further information:
01367 358 394 and p.foot47@gmail.com

RIVIERA TRAVEL
Should any member of our U3A book a holiday with Riviera Travel,
please inform them that you are a Faringdon & District U3A member,
and then Riviera Travel will pay us a commission.
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Faringdon & District Theatre Group
All cheques to be made out to
Faringdon U3A Theatre Account
and sent to Mrs J. Horey, 73 Eastrop,
Highworth, SN6 7AT.
PERFORMANCE………………………………………………
AT………………………THEATRE, ON…………………….
I REQUIRE……………….TICKETS and am enclosing
£................... [ = the cost of ticket x number required.]
Don’t forget to mark back of cheque with performance.
NAME………………………………………………………….
TEL.
NO………………….EMAIL…………………………………..
All correspondence where possible will be by email so if you have an
email please make sure we have it. If you don't you will still receive
the information. This form is a standard one for ALL our theatre
outings and therefore we need the information for each
performance/theatre to be separate. Therefore if you are booking
two separate outings please use two forms, with separate cheques
marking the back of the cheque also. Thanks.
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Coombe Mill is the original sawmill and workshop of the Blenheim
Palace Estate. This working industrial museum offers a good insight
into what work was like in Victorian times on a rural estate.

