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MEETINGS CALENDAR 

Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each 
month.  Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a  
welcome from the Chairman and notices.  The main event - usually a visiting 
speaker - is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group 
Leaders and socialise. 

Thursday 14th March 
Dinah Reynolds, a guide at the Ashmolean museum will tell us all about 
Ceramics and bring some of her very many artefacts to show us.  Dinah is 
an authority on British ceramics and has worked for several years on the 
Ashmolean collection.  She is a renowned author and an experienced speaker 
so we are very lucky that she has agreed to visit Faringdon. 

Thursday 11th April 2019 
This talk by Valerie Calderbank entitled “A Tour of the Universe” and 
illustrated by stunning images will be a whistle stop tour of the amazing 
planet that we live on and promises to be very interesting.  Valerie is a  
Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society and an experienced international 
presenter and cruise ship lecturer.  The talk will be light hearted, entertaining 
and not too technical but will include awe inspiring facts and stunning  
images. 

Thursday 9th May 2019 
We are very pleased to welcome back as a speaker, our very own Ron  
Colyer.  This time his talk is about “Renewable Energy Sources.”  During 
the last few years there has been massive investment in renewable energy in 
the UK.  So far, most of this has been in wind and solar and, whilst these are 
now making significant contributions to the UK demand, because of their 
weather dependence, they can never be the sole sources of energy.  However, 
the UK has an abundance of other sources of renewable energy, including 
tides and tidal streams and these will be among the renewables discussed in 
the talk.  

Thursday 13th June 2019 
Recommended by several members who have visited the Yellow Hat Tribe 
art gallery near Chipping Norton and heard Irene talk about her love of art. 
We are pleased to have Irene Tyack to talk to us about her early years which 
were spent on the edge of the Black Mountains, a very rural life, no running 
water or electricity, a pig called Zacharius lay in front of the kitchen fire and 
the chickens sat on the arms of the chairs, from the age of two she knew she 
wanted to be a painter. Irene will also bring items to sell from her art gallery. 

Thursday 11th July 2019 
We welcome back to this month’s meeting, Peter Sharpe who will this time 
talk on the topic of “Breaking the Trench Warfare Stalemate in 1918”.  
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The presentation will trace military developments from the American Civil 
and Franco Prussian Wars that lead to the defensive stalemate of trench  
warfare by the end of 1914 in World War 1.  It will explore the reasons why  
manoeuvre became impossible due to the staggering level of casualties that 
the tactics of the day produced.  The breaking of the stalemate will then be 
examined.  In late 1917 a combination of changing tactics and technology 
produced a break-through which allowed offensive operations to become 
viable once again.   

Thursday 12th September 2019 
By popular demand, we welcome back Dr David Jones a research biologist 
at the Natural History Museum in London and an external lecturer at  
Imperial College.  This talk is called “The Most Dangerous Animals” and 
he explores the question ‘Which animals kill the most humans?’ Based on 
published research, he lists the top culprits, debunks some popular myths and 
reveals the scary truth behind the statistics. He then focuses on his favourite 
killers, the snakes. This talk is almost guaranteed to be funny, factual and 
interesting. 

Thursday 10th October 2019 
This month we welcome Paul Colley to talk on the subject of “Bats – secret 
lives revealed with award winning photography”. Paul usually  
photographs marine and freshwater animals but is running a new project this 
spring with some local bat conservation groups which is achieving a high 
public profile due to its imagination and novelty.  He will talk about the pro-
ject and explain, with photographs much about bats. 

Thursday 14th November 2019 
Many of you will have visited Westonbirt Arboretum and here is a chance to 
learn more about the historic, picturesque landscape and internationally  
important tree and shrub collection. Westonbirt volunteer and speaker,  
Pauline Thomas will talk about “The Wonders of Westonbirt” including 
facts about the wealthy Holford family who originally planted the arboretum 
in the Victorian years. 

Thursday 12th December 2019 
This month Sally-Ann Spence, a lecturer at Oxford Natural History Museum 
will speak on the topic of “Dung Beetles”. Sally-Ann is an informed and 
engaging science educator who has spent many years enthusing children and 
adults alike with the wonders of invertebrates. She is the founder of 
Minibeast Mayhem, a specialist teaching company. She takes great delight in 
delivering lively material on this often misunderstood and underrated section 
of Biology. Keen to increase factual engagement with invertebrates Sally-
Ann also works as a consultant on many books including the Dorling 
Kindersley range and even on the subject of eating insects with the BBCs 
food scientist Stefan Gates.  
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
Welcome to the Spring edition of the Newsletter. With Christmas Festivities 
a distant memory, we set off into the New Year eager to see what 2019 will 
bring. 

Now is the time to provide an overview of the past year in preparation for 
the Annual General Meeting, which will be on Thursday 11th April in the 
Corn Exchange.  This Message will take the form of a draft of my Annual 
Report, the final version of which will be published on our website in April 
and presented at the AGM. 

Chairman’s Annual (Draft) Report 2018 – 19 

This report covers the period between the AGMs in April 2018 and 2019. 

At the 2018 AGM held in the Corn Exchange on 12th April, Peter Smith 
stood down as Chairman after 3 years in the post and I was appointed  
Chairman.  Alison Thomson was elected as Vice Chairman and we  
welcomed Danielle Mills to the Committee to maintain the number on the 
Committee at 12. 

During the year there were 12 General Meetings all in the Corn Exchange. 
We learned about Alfred Williams, a local 19th century poet, author and  
historian, David Dalton talked about Life as An Author, Martin Lloyd  
entertained us with his talk on Passports, Assassins, Traitors and Spies and 
in June, Jenny Mallin introduced us to her Grandmother’s life in India 
through the old recipe book she had discovered.  In July, Diz White spoke 
about her connections with the Cotswolds and Downton Abbey.  Jennifer 
Cowling came in September to talk to us about her life and experiences in 
amateur dramatics.  Brian Freeland made a welcome return with his  
presentation about George Bernard Shaw and to ring the changes,  
entomologist, Dr David Jones entertained us with his knowledge of  
rainforests and soil ecology.  We have learnt how to take better photographs 
with Derek Gale and thanks to Tony and Rosemary Hadland we explored the 
flora and fauna of the Falkland Islands.  We welcomed U3A member,  
Anthony Burdall in February who told us the story of his journey all round 
the British Isles in his yacht, Alcyone.  In March we are scheduled to  
welcome Dinah Reynolds from the Ashmolean museum who will talk about 
ceramics.  In addition, in the second January Meeting, we showed another in 
the series from Britain on Film entitled Rural Life. 

On Thursday 17th May a Drinks and Nibbles Party was held in the Barber 
Rooms at All Saints Church.  All Group Leaders were invited to thank them 
for their hard work, as were all members who had joined since October 
2017.  Attendance was down slightly on the previous year, but those who 
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attended were able to meet, share hospitality and enjoy a very pleasant get 
together. 

On August 16th, thanks to Steve and Jenny Braithwaite’s continuing  
generosity, we held our Summer Lunch, which was attended by 117  
members.  A big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who came the evening before for 
the set up and who stayed behind to tidy up afterwards.  We were in the lap 
of the gods as to what the weather would do, and indeed it did rain on the 
morning of the lunch, but by midday the skies had cleared, and the sun 
shone.  It was a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon with fabulous food,  
well-chosen wine and very congenial company.  Music was provided by the 
Ukulele Group and the Recorder Consort and we all tested our ‘green’ 
knowledge with a table quiz provided by Jenny Braithwaite. 

On October 2nd our Annual Open Day was held in the Corn Exchange.  The 
event was well-publicised and attracted a good number of visitors.  Existing 
members were able to peruse the tables and find out about groups that they 
might be interested in joining and lots of people were on hand to welcome 
visitors hoping to join U3A.  On the day, 19 new members were signed up 
bringing the membership to over 500.  We are hoping to maintain a similar 
number once everyone has decided if U3A is for them and we look forward 
to welcoming all members to activity groups, general meetings and special 
events throughout the year. 

On January 10th we banished the winter blues with our January Japes lunch 
in the Corn Exchange, where 95 of us gathered to enjoy a delicious lunch 
followed by the fascinating travel talk from Tony and Rosemary Hadland.  

The Committee was faced with two major issues this year when we had to 
write policies for GDPR and Safeguarding.  This proved to be very time  
consuming and complex, but, thanks to the dedication of the IT Coordinator 
and his little workforce, we are now compliant with both and the policies can 
be found on our website.  It was decided this year to upgrade our U3A  
computer and a lapel microphone was also purchased to meet the needs of 
some of our speakers who need to be hands-free.  IT plays an important role 
in our U3A especially for renewing memberships, passing on information, 
for example from the Thames Valley Network and making contact, but the 
Beacon system which Peter wrote about last year is still under consideration. 
For those without IT access we also offer a more traditional means of  
communicating.  Contact details for Committee Members and Group  
Leaders can be found in the Newsletter. 

We are a thriving U3A with over 40 interest groups.  Thanks to the  
continued hard work of the group leaders, our members can enjoy old  
favourites or be adventurous and try something new. Some groups have 
grown so much that they have made extra sessions available, some will be 
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venturing far and wide in pursuit of furthering their knowledge and  
experience and some prefer to stay closer to home.  

My personal thanks go to the Committee whose support is invaluable.  Peter 
Foot decided that he would, after all continue his role as the representative 
for Thames Valley Network, for which I am very grateful, and of course I 
must thank the Newsletter Editor, who has taken over the reins to produce an 
informative and interesting publication.  My thanks also go to the outgoing 
Chairman for the time he spent making the transition seamless.  Finally, I 
would like to thank all those who have stepped up to the mark and provided 
refreshments each week, all those who worked so hard to make the Summer 
Lunch and January Japes the successes that they were and to everyone who 
plays a part in making our U3A the enjoyable, worthwhile and valuable  
organisation that it is. 

There has been a lot to learn, but as my first year as your Chairman is com-
ing to an end, I believe that it has been a success. 

Best Wishes. 

Margaret Brown 
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk  

MEMBERS’ NEWS 

We welcome 18 new members. 

From Faringdon: Linda Cook, David Henderson, Wendy Spicer,  
Deborah Weeks 

From Bishopstone: Lynda Cassingham 

From Highworth: Olive Lewis 

From Hinton Waldrist: Celia Rice 

From Lechlade: Christine Gregory 

From Shrivenham: Rita Cox, Susan Drew, Roger and Chris Wilkins 

From Uffington: Liz Doyle, Lilly Sell-Dunkley 

From Wantage: Janina Purbrick 

From Watchfield: Kathleen Parkinson 

From Witney: David and Claire Johnson 

We were sorry to hear of the deaths of Gerald Gravestock, Robin Ison,  
Joan Plumptre and Peter Stallabrass. 
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DEADLINE FOR SUMMER 2019 NEWSLETTER 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the  
Editor: Geoff Brown, 15 Eaton Close, Faringdon SN7 7FG 

Tel: 01367 615 385; Email: newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

by Wednesday 15th May 2019 

The Summer Newsletter will cover June, July and August. 
It will be posted to all members in early June. 

FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A COMMITTEE 2018/19 

Margaret  
Brown 

Chairman 
 

01367 615 385 
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Simon  
Coe 

Secretary 

 

01367 240 744 
ssjcoe@btinternet.com 

Neal  
Cotton 

Groups  
Co-ordinator 

01367  252 495 
91gometz@gmail.com 

Liz  

Cunningham 

Membership  
Secretary 

01367 242 626 
membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Ricky  

Cunningham 

IT/Website  
Coordinator 

01367 242 626 
 itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Peter  
Foot 

Thames Valley 
Representative 

01367 358 394 
p.foot47@gmail.com 

Rita  
Higazi 

Events and  
Venue Team 

01367 244 494 

ritahigazi@hotmail.com 

Danielle  
Mills  

Programme 
Team 

01367 718 625  

danielle@dcspi.com  

Peter  
Robinson 

Events and  
Venue Team 

01367 718 566 

peterrobinsonnew@aol.com 

Shela  
Rowan 

Speakers  
Coordinator 

01367 243 636 

smr280652@gmail.com 

Alison  
Thomson 

Vice Chairman/
Publicity  

01367 241 204 

amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk 

Nigel  
Wilkinson 

Treasurer 01367 242 809 
nwilkinson@btinternet.com 

mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
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Notice of AGM 
 

FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A 
Charity Number 1116311 

 

This is Formal Notice of the 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019 

To be held at the 
FARINGDON CORN EXCHANGE 

at 
2.30pm on THURSDAY 11th APRIL 2019 

 

AGENDA 
 

1.  Apologies for Absence 
2.   Minutes of AGM 2018 
3.   Matters Arising 
4.   Chairman’s Report 
5.   Financial Report for year-ending  

 31st December 2018 
6.   Election of Committee Members 
7.  Appointment of Examiner of Accounts 
8.   Any Other Business   

 

After the formal business of the afternoon there will be a 
talk entitled “A Tour of the Universe” by Valerie 
Calderbank which will be followed by tea and cakes.  
 

Nominations are invited for the new committee.  Forms are  

available from the secretary, Simon Coe.  Completed forms 

must be with the secretary at least 14 days before the AGM. 
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YOUR COMMITTEE NEEDS YOU!  

Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday 11th April before our 
normal monthly meeting and, as you see from the Agenda on Page 8 of this 
Newsletter, Item 6 is ‘Election of Committee Members’.  

We have been well-served by the current Committee these last twelve 
months but our Secretary, Simon Coe, has decided to stand down at this 
time.  He has been a committee member for a long time and we are very 
grateful to him for his contributions.  

The role of a Committee member is not meant to be onerous - quite the  
opposite in fact.  I’d like to think that our current Committee members find 
what they do to be enjoyable.  As you’ll see from the table on Page 7, each 
member has an area of responsibility but, when it comes to things like our 
monthly meetings or special events, such as the Summer Lunch, as many of 
us as possible pitch in to help.  

We have a Committee meeting every couple of month - so six a year - when 
we deal with matters concerning the running of our U3A.  These meetings 
are usually held in the morning prior to an afternoon General Meeting.  

There are no qualifications required to become a member of the Committee. 
What’s most important is that you are enthusiastic and willing to get ‘stuck 
in’.  

 You’ll need to be proposed and seconded by two members - the proposal 
form is very simple to complete and can be obtained from our Secretary.  

 I hope you will give some thought to this request - who knows it might be 
just up your street!  

Photography Group expedition to Dyrham House 
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Derek Gale, our speaker this month 
is a professional portrait photogra-
pher and photography trainer and he 
spoke about the different ways eve-
ryone could improve their photo-
graphs. He gave a 
very humorous and 
entertaining talk and 
we all felt his tips 
were easy to follow 
with even a mobile 
phone camera or a 
very expensive cam-
era. His talk was il-
lustrated by photo-
graphs which 
showed the various 
points of improve-
ment that he noted. 

Derek began his talk 
by referring to ‘the 
thing inside your 
head’ rather than 
types of cameras because, as he said 
an expensive pen doesn’t make a 
wonderful author in the same way 
that an expensive camera doesn’t 
necessarily produce a great photo-
graph! It is very much about how 
YOU see the world and the images 
around you. 

His next tip was to always look 
closely at what you want to photo-

graph and not be distracted by any-
thing around it, as the camera rec-
ords everything in the viewfinder 
rather than concentrating on the fo-
cus of the photograph. He used a 

picture of a two-
dimensional kite in 
the sky to emphasise 
this point as the kite 
was tiny in the pic-
ture. So always 
think, what do I want 
to record and then 
concentrate on that 
alone. 

Following on, Derek 
said that the next 
point was, ‘get off 
centre’. He meant 
that an image in the 
centre can give you 
certain problems 
when you do photog-

raphy. This can sometimes mean 
that you cut off people’s feet and 
have a huge expanse of sky, which is 
technically not a good picture.  

Derek mentioned that a lot of people 
now use digital photography which 
is cheap and quick, no need to send a 
film away to be developed and wait. 
In the past, we had photographs 
which had names, place and the date 

Meeting - Thursday 13th December  
 
 

“How to take a better Photograph ” 
 

Derek Gale  

ACTIVITIES REPORTS 
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on the back which was very useful 
when looking back at very old pic-
tures. He warned that we should still 
print out the best of our work and 
add the details to the back as no one 
will remember who or where or 
when a particular photo was taken in 
a hundred years time. 

An interesting tip he gave us, was to 
always hold a child or an animal 
when arranging a photo, as this adds 
an element of control and means the 
photographer can take charge of the 
procedure. This point was illustrated 
with a picture of a beautiful, small 
dog held by an adult. This also gave 
the right idea of the size of the dog. 

Derek showed his audience lots of 
his own photos taken from his trips 
abroad to illustrate all his guidelines, 
including a great photo of an eagle 
owl with gleaming red eyes as he 
had used his flash which meant he 

had fantastic eye shine coming back 
off the bird’s retina 

Many people still think that they 
should follow the box brownie rule 
of having the sun shining over the 
shoulder of the person taking the 
photograph to produce enough light. 
This usually means you get a really 
nicely exposed picture of someone 
squinting into the sun! Derek sug-
gested that it was better to turn 
around so that the light was coming 
from behind your subject, these days 
cameras are much more sensitive. 

Everyone enjoyed Derek’s talk 
which was general enough to enable 
everyone to learn something new 
whether or not they were keen pho-
tographers.  

A version of this account by Shela 
Rowan appeared in the January 
edition of  The Folly. 

Photograph from the Strollers Group’s urban walk around Oxford 
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After members had enjoyed a lovely 
January Japes lunch provided by 
Sadlers, everyone was looking for-
ward to hearing about Tony and 
Rosemary’s 
exploits down 
in the south-
ern hemi-
sphere. We 
were not dis-
appointed, as 
we learnt lots 
about The 
Falklands and 
were en-
thralled by 
Rosemary’s 
photographs. 

Tony and 
Rosemary first 
visited The 
Falklands late 
in 2008 and the journey took them 
52 hours and was an expedition in its 
own right. It involved travelling via 
Madrid to Santiago de Chile, then 
flying along the Andes to Punta Are-
nas in Patagonia before the final hop 
to Mt Pleasant. Why the interest in 
an area so far away? Well, as a child, 
Tony explained how they had regu-
larly received letters with different 
stamps from a family friend who 
farmed in the Falklands. So, his curi-
osity had been whetted for a long 
time. Another reason was that their 

son was serving with the RAF on the 
islands and wanted to share his con-
siderable knowledge of the many 
aspects of Falkland life and customs. 

Tony began 
by telling us 
that The Falk-
lands is no 
nearer to the 
South Pole 
than England 
is to the North 
Pole. The 
ambient tem-
perature is 
similar to 
northern Eng-
land, whereas 
rainfall is 
lower than in 
south-east 
England. 

However, the average wind speed is 
about four times what we are used to, 
which can be challenging. The air is 
very clean and the ozone layer is 
thin, producing remarkably clear 
skies on sunny days. 

He told us some facts about the wild-
life as many people visit the Falkland 
Islands to spot penguins of which 
there are five types. There are six 
species of albatross and many other 
seabirds, waders, geese and ducks. 
The rare striated caracara, a large 

Meeting - Thursday 10th January  
  

“FORAY TO THE FALKLANDS ”  
  

Tony and Rosemary Hadland  
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and precocious hawk is widespread 
in the Falklands. Southern sea lions, 
South American fur seals and south-
ern elephant seals can all be found, 
as can nine types of whale and sever-
al species of dolphin. 

We were interested to hear that most 
people have several jobs. There are 
three main lifestyles. In Stanley, 
most people work in the service 
industries. In the countryside, sheep 
ranching is the main occupation. At 
the Mount Pleasant military base, 
nearly 2,000 service personnel live a 
self-contained life only occasionally 
making the difficult 35 mile journey 
into Stanley. The tourist industry is 
important but mostly involves servic-
ing visits by cruise ships as Argenti-
na will not allow charter flights. 

Tony explained that the landscape is 
heavily glaciated, with a deep indent-
ed coastline and almost white sand. 
The highest point, Mount Usborne, is 
just over 2,300 feet above sea level. 
Much of the soil is peat and up to 16 
feet deep. Extensive stone runs can 
be found on many hillsides and in 
the valleys. These ‘rivers of rock’ 

consist of big quartzite boulders the 
largest of which weigh more than 50 
tons. Natural vegetation comprises 
low-growing plants, shrubs and 
grasses. Trees are rare. 

Having told his audience all about 
the Falklands Tony handed over to 
Rosemary who talked about her 
photographs which showed many of 
the birds, animals and flora of this 
little-known, rugged but exciting 
place. We all appreciated her photo-
graphic skill and patience to ensure 
she snapped a great picture. 

Then followed lots of questions to 
both Tony and Rosemary about their 
talk which engaged everyone. We 
then thanked them both for sharing 
their knowledge of The Falklands 
with everyone. 

Much of this text was taken from ‘Foray 
to the Falklands’ a leaflet by Tony and 
Rosemary. 

A version of this account by Shela Ro-
wan appeared in the February edition of 
The Folly. 

HAVE YOU ANY IDEAS FOR SPEAKERS? 

We try and offer a very wide-ranging programme of speakers aiming to in-
terest everyone. If you hear a really good speaker and feel the topic would 
interest the general membership do contact Shela Rowan Speaker Co-
ordinator with the details. Or if you would like a particular subject which 
has not recently been covered, do mention the topic and I can find a suitable 
speaker. 
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Meeting - Thursday 14th February  
  

“ALYCONE ROUND BRITAIN”  
  

Anthony Burdall  

Anthony Burdall has had a passion 
for sailing since, as a boy, having 
crewed on his father’s yacht.  His 
own boat, Alcyone, named after the 
daughter of the God of the wind, is 
moored on The 
Solent.  A 32ft 
Contessa class 
built 40 yrs ago, 
has six berths.  
Anthony races in 
The Solent, 
around the Isle 
of Wight and in 
The Channel. 

Whilst racing 
round The So-
lent, the idea of 
sailing around 
Britain was 
mooted.  Libby 
Purves, the famous yachtswoman, 
had written in yachting magazines 
and mentioned that sailing around 
Britain was “special” as there are 
100s of ports, anchorages and inlets, 
each with their own points of inter-
est. 

Anthony decided to do the sail clock-
wise, up the Irish Sea, through the 
Crinan Canal into the Western Isles, 
up the Caledonian Canal to reach the 
east coast of Scotland and then sail 
down the east coast to end back at 
Hythe Marina. 

He planned to have twelve separate 
passages with different crews joining 
at different ports.  The crews were 
essentially family and friends, sever-
al of the friends from the U3A. 

The biggest 
single expense of 
the whole trip 
was buying all 
the charts and 
pilot books, all 
essential to his 
endeavours.  Old 
Harry Rocks, 
Portland Bill 
with dangerous 
tide races, Start 
Point, some of 
the many head-
lands with their 
own associated 

challenging dangers needed to be 
considered. 

Anthony had circulated details of the 
trip to other members of the 
Contessa Association and was able 
to meet up with several of them 
throughout the sail. 

The weather on a daily basis was 
showing its true colours: varying 
from glorious blue skies, to fog, to 
force ten gales.  This meant that on 
occasions, delays in port were inevi-
table.  This bad weather obviously 
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affected the waters, throwing swirl-
ing seas, whirlpools and more at 
them. 

One of the real joys was watching a 
school of dolphins playing around 
and very close to the boat.  Others 
were the joy of exploring sights in 
each of the ports and enjoying the 
local pints of beer. 

A tale learnt on visiting Milford 
Haven, the site of the Sea Empress 
disaster, was that historically it had 
its own amusing side to this story, in 
terms of inability to communicate 
with the only tug strong enough to be 
able to maintain the position of the 
ship.  The owner of the local fish and 
chip shop, a Chinese person, had to 
be an intermediary between the har-
bour master and the captain of the 
tug! 

Throughout the circumnavigation, 
hundreds of locks had to be navi-
gated, some manned and others 
down to the boat crew strength. 
Huge locks in the Caledonian Canal 
dwarfed Alcyone. 

Interesting or Amusing instances 
were many: 

 Generally instructions from har-
bourmasters were spot-on, howev-
er, on one occasion the instructions 
were, not to follow the leading 
lights, but to line up the boat with a 
buoy and the third lamppost with a 
yellow scarf on it! 

 Six seals surfaced to inspect the 
boat, but soon swam away having 
realised that Alcyone was no threat. 

 The famous Rothsay public toilets 
costing 50p not 1p. 

 Not spotting the Honesty Boxes for 
mooring payments on Loch Long 
and then gaining free moorings in 
the future, by subsequently double 
paying the fee. 

 Royal Naval patrol vessels which 
were “managed” by the lock keep-
ers in such a manner to re-educate 
them on the rules of canal travel! 

 Arbroath Smokies very much en-
joyed whilst delayed by bad weath-
er. 

 Being instructed by one harbour-
master to take a berth in a disabled 
space! 

The whole trip proved to be not only 
an amazing, enjoyable sail, but also 
educational in many ways, investi-
gating the very interesting 50 ports 
on the way round.  A great time was 
had by all the crew. 

A version of this account by Danielle 
Mills will appear in the March 
edition of  The Folly. 
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Images from: 
 

“Alycone round Britain”  
  

By 
 

Anthony Burdall  
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Art     Kay Fox   01367 240 604 
Ashmolean    Shela Rowan   01367 243 636 
Astronomy    Stuart Priest   01367 240 118 
Blues & Roots    Sheila Donovan  01367 243 363 
Books     Kay Chamberlain  01367 242 647 
Bridge - All levels   Steve Braithwaite  01367 240 929 
Cryptic Crosswords   Peter Smith   01367 241 241 
Current Affairs    Sheila Giles   01367 870 265 
Embroidery    Suellen Pedley   01367 710 680 
Family History    Ian Clarkson   01793 782 836 
Folk Dancing    Val Hudspeth   01367 241 035 
Foreign Language Films  Robin Stewart   01367 241 295 
French Conversation   Françoise Stacey  01367 241 813 
French Intermediate & Advanced   Carolyn Williams  01367 241 208 
Gardeners    Christina Field   01367 241 265 
German    Victoria Paleit   01865 821 594 
Golf Croquet (summer)    Steve Braithwaite  01367 240 929 
History     Mike Iremonger  01367 241 361 
History of Art    Mairead Boyce   01367 243 065 
Italian - Improvers   Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240 929 
Jazz     Patrick Wheare   01367 241 927 
Mah Jong    Carolyn Clarkson  01793 782 836 
Military History   Bjorn Watson   01793 782 748 
Music Appreciation   Beryl Cooper   01367 242 908 
Opera     Anthony Burdall  01367 240 713 
Photography    Anthony Burdall  01367 240 713 
Play Reading    Mary Love   01367 710 754 
Poetry     Sandra Cooper   01367 243 831 
Qigong     Janette Saville   01367 243 958 
Quilting    Valerie Burdall   01367 240 713 
Quiz     Sylvia Bowley   01367 241 296 
Ramblers    Marcus Lapthorn  01367 242 559 
Recorder Consort   Peter Smith   01367 241 241 
Science & Technology   Ron Colyer   01793 782 363 
Scrabble    Rosalind Burns   07557 880 944 
Seams like fun    Valerie Burdall   01367 240 713 
Spanish - Intermediate   Robin Stewart   01367 241 295 
Striders     Françoise Stacey  01367 241 813 
Strollers    Lynn Pettit   01367 242 019 
Theatre Goers    Sylvia Bowley   01367 241 296 
Ukulele    Gene Webb   01367 242222  
Wine Appreciation   David Burn   01367 240 670 
   

FARINGDON  GROUPS 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Notes for Members 

If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-
ordinator Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or  
email 91gometz@gmail.com  

Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of 
groups is provided on page 17. 

Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the 
Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has 
room for new members.  

All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but 
before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups  
Co-ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for 
Interest Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and  
time(s). 

For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for 
Gloucester Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester 
Street. 

ART 

The Art class is on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month.  Please check 
newsletter for dates. 

Feb 28
th

 and Mar 14
th

.  Both these will have 2 classes. 
Mar 28th.  Will be a morning only session for a life drawing class. 

Next term dates: 
May 9th and 23rd  
June 13th and 27th. 

We meet in the Barber Rooms from 10 am - 12noon 
                                                           12.30 - 2.30pm 

Our teacher is Felicity Cormack. 

All welcome from beginners upward.                         

Please contact: 
Kay Fox - philippafox@btinternet.com   07786 423 574 
Sally Bull - sally.bull@talktalk.net    07808 136 919 
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ASHMOLEAN  
Programme 
Thursday 7th March Islamic Objects Denise Derbyshire 
Thursday 4th April The Welby Collection Renaissance Silver 
Thursday 2nd May Landscape Paintings Cassy O’Brien 
Thursday 6th June Persian Influences Julie Hurst 
Thursday 4th July Print Room To be advised 

The visits are on the first Thursday of the month. Meetings start with the 
group gathering at 10.55 am in the Greek & Roman Sculpture Gallery, im-
mediately to the left as you go in through the main entrance to the Ashmole-
an museum. Each meeting lasts for one hour. There is a fee of £8 per person 
attending which should be sent to the group leader at least a week prior to 
the meeting. If for any reason members are unable to attend there will be no 
refund as we notify the museum in advance of our group numbers. New 
members are welcome to attend and should email Shela Rowan for additional 
information. 

For further details please contact: 
Shela Rowan (01367 243 636 or smr280652@gmail.com) or  
Aileen Bridge (01793 784 720 or aileen.bridge@gmail.com) 

ASTRONOMY 

There are no longer monthly meetings but up-to-date information can be 
found in the monthly Astronomy Newsletter posted on our website.  

For more information please contact the coordinator  
Stuart Priest 01367 240 118. 

BRIDGE 

Beginners.  We continue to meet through the winter normally (but not al-
ways!) on the first and third Monday of each month.  We meet at 25, Stall-
pits Road, Shrivenham, at 10:00am. Dates for the next four months are:  

4th and 18th March, 
1st, 15th  and 29th(tbc) April,  
13th and 20th(tbc) May 

For further information contact: 
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com 

Intermediate and Experienced .  All Intermediate and Experienced groups 
meet in the Catholic Church Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway 
behind Budgen’s Car Park) from 10.00am to 12noon (please arrive by 
9.50am) on the dates given below: 

mailto:smr280652@gmail.com
mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com


20 

Intermediate 
 Mon Mar 4th and Wed Mar 6th 
 April  dates tba 
 May dates tba  

Experienced     
 Wed Mar 27th 
 April date tba 
 May date tba 

If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to 
attend. 

For further details please contact:  
Steve Braithwaite (steve.bridge1@gmail.com or 01367 240 929). 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 

We normally meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10, 
Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about a 
couple of hours including a refreshment break. 

The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’ 
standard.  Over the year members accumulate points to find the year’s top 
solver.  We have a monthly clue-writing competition and also look at things 
of interest to cruciverbalists in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued at the 
meeting. 

Schedule for the next few months:   

22nd March,     26th April,     24th May  

If you would like to know more, contact the group leader: 
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or  pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

EMBROIDERY 

The group is slowly growing in numbers with members branching out into 
new areas, including Blackwork, Stitchery and Metal Threadwork The group 
meets every second Tuesday of each month at 44, Hunters Field, Stanford-in
-the-Vale, SN7 8LX from 2.00pm until 4.00 pm.  For further infor-
mation contact me: 
Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680 or suellenpedley@aol.com). 

FAMILY HISTORY 

The next meetings of the Experienced group will take place on Friday 29th 
March and Friday 31st of May. Our March meeting will focus on pre-1837 
research when we will look to share our experiences and seek advice!  The 
agenda for the May meeting will also be discussed.  We meet as usual at 25 

mailto:suellenpedley@aol.com
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Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, but will be starting slightly earlier than in the 
past at 10:30am. 

The new Beginners’ Group is now well established and will meet on 12th 
March (Other Sources I), 9th April (Other Sources II) and 14th May (Data 
Storage and Family Trees).  Meetings are at 25 Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, 
and start at 10:00am 

Ian Clarkson, 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com 

FOLK DANCING  

We meet on the first Thursday of each month at 2.30pm in the Catholic 
Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car Park).  

March 7th  April 4th  May 2nd  June 6th  

If anyone else would like to join us, please do.   

Contact: Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com). 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS 

There is no fixed programme  for Spring 2019.  Films will be scheduled in 
consultation with members of the group.  Any prospective new members 
please contact: Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295. 

GARDENERS  

Thursday, 21st March, 2019.  Visit to Dobeys Garden Centre, Cirencester. 
Meet at 1.15pm in the Gloucester Street Car Park for car sharing to Dobeys. 

Thursday, 18th April, 2019.  Visit to Chastleton House and Garden, a Na-
tional Trust property, using the Community Bus; the cost of which is £7.20.  
There is no entrance charge for members of the National Trust.  Non mem-
bers  - £10.50   The Bus will leave the GSCP at 1.15pm.  Please contact 
Christina to reserve and pay for your seat on the Bus. 

Thursday, 16th May 2019.  Visit to the Cotswold Gardens at Oxleaze Farm.   
The garden sits at the heart of a traditional cotswold farm and contain s a lit-
tle of everything for everyone’s taste.  Entrance, guided tour and tea and cake 
£12.50 per person.  Meet at 1.30pm in the GSCP for car sharing to Oxleaze 
Farm. 

For further information contact: Christina Field on 01367 241 265. 

 

 

mailto:ian.clarkson@gmail.com
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HISTORY OF ART 

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month, Old Town Hall at 2.30pm.   

March meeting, our subject will be "American Art in the 20th Century", 
April - Caravaggio  
May - Lowry.   

For further information please contact : 
Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065  or boycemairead@aol.com 

JAZZ 

Our next meeting is on Monday March 11 when our intrepid jazzman cum 
railway enthusiast Pete Stone will find himself in a real jam – Jammin’ is 
what he’ll be on about.  Not sure if he’ll be in his railway uniform but wheth-
er he brings a whistle and green flag or not it will be all go from the start. 

The programme for April, May and June is not yet finalised but David Day 
will be the speaker in one of those months. Come along and see what hap-
pens. 

We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library, Glouces-
ter Street, from 10.30 am till about noon. We try to cover all aspects of jazz 
from the early days to the present time. If you're interested just turn up and 
make yourself known, if it's your first visit. There's no need to book in ad-
vance. We charge £1 a time to cover costs and tea/coffee and lemon drizzle 
cake that is unbeatably good. 

For more information ring or email: 
Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or patandeve@wheare.me)  

Mah Jong 

We usually meet on the 1st
 and 3

rd 
Wednesdays of the month from 2.00pm – 

4.00pm  We are a friendly group who are learning the game.  New members 
are always welcome. 

Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue 

6th March    Marlene’s (Stanford) 
20th March    Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) 
3rd  April    Marlene’s (Stanford) 
17th April    Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) 
1st  May    Marlene’s (Stanford) 
15th May    Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) 

For further information contact: 
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com or 
Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin22@gmail.com  

mailto:patandeve@wheare.me
mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com
mailto:marlenejmartin22@gmail.com
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MILITARY HISTORY 

The Military History Group meets on the first Thursday of the month and 
we consider an eclectic range of topics. In the past few months we have cov-
ered the last months of WW I, the Zulu Wars and the Boer War. 

There is no meeting in March so our next meeting will be on Thursday 4th 
April at 10.30am and the talk will be on Burma – SOE and Force 136: the 
great untold story of WW II. The meeting will take place at Walnut Tree 
Cottage, 9A Stainswick Lane, Shrivenham SN6 8DU. 

We will follow this on Thursday 2nd May 2019 with the Battle of Britain 
after which we have a history of the Plains Indians in June 

For more information, please contact:  
Bjorn Watson at bjornwatson@btinternet.com or on 01793 782 748. 

MUSIC APPRECIATION 

We meet on the 4th Monday of each month (but please note  -  the April 
meeting is on the 5th Monday, to avoid the Easter Monday Bank Holiday, 
and there is no meeting in May)  at 10.15 for 10.30 in Faringdon Library . 
We welcome new members to join us in our exploration of great music, old 
and new, with coffee and cake to add to the enjoyment! 

Feb 25   The Blues 
Mar 25     Changes 
April 29      Beethoven 
May     No meeting 
June 24       TBA 
July 22       TBA 

Please let me know before each meeting whether you will be attending or 
not. 
Beryl Cooper  01367 242 908 or  beryl.cooper12@gmail.com   

OPERA 

The opera for March, on Monday 11 March, will be Berlioz’s ‘The Damna-
tion of Faust’ from English National Opera. This production was conceived 
and directed by Terry Gilliam and was declared by ENO to be ‘our most am-
bitious season yet'.   
 
In April we go to something much earlier, ‘L'incoronazione di Poppea’ by 
Claudio Montiverdi from Glyndebourne Opera. This will be followed in 
May by Puccini’s 3 one act operas ‘Il Trittico’ from Royal Opera House. 
As previously, there will be three showings; these are: 

mailto:bjornwatson@btinternet.com
mailto:beryl.cooper12@gmail.com
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First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon 
Tel: 01367 240 713) usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A 
Monthly Meeting.  Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm; 

The second will be at the home of  Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, 
Faringdon, Tel : 01367 241 295); 

The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines,  
Faringdon Tel: 01367 241 430) typically starting at 2:00pm finishing 
at approximately 5:30pm; 

For details please contact:  
Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or anthony.burdall@burdall.net),  
Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or 
Linda Leggett (01367 241 430). 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

The New Year started with a photo review plus discussion on ‘Which lens?’; 
the photo review was of images from the expeditions to Dyrham House 
‘Country House Christmas’ and an  assignment for ‘Transport’.  

The next meeting on Wednesday 13 March 2019 will be a Photo Day Exer-
cise: Portraits. This will also mark the start of a new assignment ‘Street ven-
dors’. April will be a Photo review plus talk by group member followed in 
May with a Photographic Expedition to ‘Stowe Landscape Gardens 
‘Landscape composition’’. 

The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm 
at the home of : 
Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel: 01367 240 713;  
Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).  

Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce 
better images. 

PLAY READING 

The Play Reading Group meets on the first Thursday of the month from 
10:30-12:30 in Faringdon Library. 

For more information contact Mary Love on  01367 710 754 
or maryvivienlove@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

mailto:anthony.burdall@burdall.net
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POETRY 

In March we'll concentrate on 'Rhyme' 
in April 'Footsteps' will beat time. 
In May we'll give 'Echo' a sound 
with words of comic hero.  Zounds! 

We meet on the third Monday of the month at 10.30am in Faringdon  
Library:   

                 18 March 2019       15 April 2019    20 May 2019 
 
Bring yourself, and words chosen with care and might. 

If you would like to know more, call:  
Sand Cooper on 01367 243 831 or email sand.co15@rocketmail.com 

QIGONG 

Qigong is a holistic system of self-healing which includes gentle  move-
ments,  relaxation, breathing, and short meditation techniques. 

It is a gentle and enjoyable form of exercise, Qigong can help to improve 
circulation and mobility for all.  Our core practice is based on the Tai Chi 
Qigong Shibashi form which is accessible for the less mobile as it can also be 
practiced whilst sitting.  We practice many forms of Qigong, such as Silk 
Reeling movements to work on the spine and the different joints of the body.  
Our group is for mixed abilities,  men and women.      

We meet weekly on Friday mornings.  Our first group is full but there are a 
couple of spaces in our 11.15am session in the Jubilee Room, The Pump 
House, Faringdon. 

Contribution to room hire is £10 for a 4 week block or £3.00 for drop-in ses-
sion. 

If you would like more information. please contact: 
Janette Saville (01367 243 958) or  janettesaville@icloud.com 

QUILTING 

The Patchwork & Quilting Group meets on the last Wednesday of the 
month from 2pm - 4pm at the United Church. 

Beginners and long-term quilters are all very welcome.  We teach hand and 
machine quilting. 

For more information contact: Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713. 

 



26 

QUIZ 
March 8th  April 12th  May 10th  June 14th 

Do you like to find out all sorts of interesting facts and maybe tell us some 
more?  Our quizzes are very varied (different quizmasters) and we try not to 
have too many about celebrities!  So come along to our quiz group in the Old 
Town Hall on the 2nd Friday in the month (mostly!) start time 10:30am 

Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241 296 or  
email sylkenbow@talktalk.net 

RAMBLERS 

We started our 2019 programme of walks with a very healthy turnout of 18 
Members, who enjoyed a circular walk from Bishopstone and lunch at the 
end in Helen Browning’s organic Royal Oak pub.  I have set out below brief 
details of our next Rambles.  It is our usual practice to assemble at Glouces-
ter Street car park (GSCP) @ 09:30 for car sharing to the start of each ram-
ble.  In some cases however it may also be possible to meet up at the start of 
the walk @ 09:55.  Thanks to Sally Higgins, Patrick Sharkey and Simon Coe 
for offering to lead walks. 

Thursday 28 February - meet at GSCP 09:15 for car sharing to Combe, 
OX29 8NT, or meet up at Combe @ 09:55. * N.B. Dogs must be kept on 
leads at all times within Blenheim Palace estate. 
6.5 miles walk.  Led by Sally Higgins. 01367 241 391 and 07544 387 257 

Thursday 28 March - meet at GSCP 09:30 for car sharing to Wantage, or 
meet up at Wantage, OX12 9AB @ 09:55.  
6.2 miles walk led by Marcus Lapthorn, 01367 242 559 and 07811 942 108 

Thursday 25 April - meet at GSCP 09:30 for car sharing to Buckland or 
meet up at Buckland, Village Hall car park @ 09:55.  
6.5 miles walk led by Patrick Sharkey, 07899 846 183. 

Thursday 23 May - meet at GSCP 09:30 for car sharing to Radcot bridge. 
Walk led by Simon Coe, 01367 252 495 or 07736 177 905.  

Thursday 27 June - meet at GSCP 09:30 for car sharing to Lechlade or meet 
up at Lechlade, GL7 3HA @ 09:55.  
5.5 mile walk led by Marcus Lapthorn, 01367 242 559 or 07811 942 108. 

Length of U3A Rambles: These will generally be circular walks between 5 
and 6.5 miles and there will usually be a pub or cafe stop at the end. The 
pace will be moderate and there will be a short break for drinks about half 
way.  Full details of each walk can be found on our U3A website. 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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For more information contact:  
Marcus Lapthorn (01367 242 559 and 07811 942 108) 
Email: marcuslapthorn@gmail.com 

RECORDER CONSORT 

The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere on 
instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows access to a wide 
range of music.  We normally meet in the afternoons of the third and last 
Thursday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting 
at 2.00pm.  Sessions are of about two hours duration including a break for 
refreshments.  

We will meet on: 
21st & 28th March,    
18th  & 25th  April   
16th & 30th May  

For more information contact:  
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

The Spring Programme for the Science and Technology Group is as follows: 

Tuesday 5th March - Visit to Torin-Sifan Ltd, Swindon. 

Tuesday 2th April - Talk entitled " Two bars of chocolate a day will slash 
your risk of heart disease and stroke. Really?" by Lynda Ware from the 
Cochrane Institute, Oxford. 

May - Visit yet to be arranged. 

Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363 
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com  or from the website. 

SCRABBLE 

If you understand the joy of JO, QI and ZO; the satisfaction of a seven-letter 
word and why coloured squares are your friends, join fellow wordsmiths at 
the newly revived Scrabble group. 

We shall meet at Faringdon Library on the last Thursday of each month 
(when it is closed to the public) from 2.30pm until 4.30pm.  The aim is to 
enjoy ourselves so, initially, there will only be friendly competition (with 

prizes  ).  We can adapt this if enough people want to play with more vig-
our. 

There will be no need for fees and refreshments will be provided. 

mailto:roncolyersandt@gmail.com
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It would be helpful to know how many people to expect, so please email me 
beforehand at: rosalind.ann.burns@gmail.com 

Looking forward to seeing you. 

SEAMS LIKE FUN 

Meetings take place from 2pm to 4pm on the first Monday of the month.                                                                                                                
If you would like to go back to dress-making or start from scratch come and 
join us at 2 Fernham Road Faringdon.  

For details contact: Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713. 

STRIDERS 

Walks will be advertised on the website in due course. 

Contact: Françoise Stacey  b.f.stacey@outlook.com  or  01367 241 813.   

STROLLERS  

Walks are between 3 and 4 miles at a leisurely pace, followed by lunch at a 
cafe or pub.   

Do join us and blow off the winter cobwebs! 

Tuesday 12 March.  Meet at GSCP at 10.00am for a circular walk around 
Ardington.  Lunch afterwards at The Grocer Chef village cafe. 
Contact Lynn at 01367 24 2019 or lynnkpettit@gmail.com 

Tuesday 9 April.  Meet at GSCP at 10.00am for a walk to be led by Jane 
Archer.  
Contact Jane for details at 01793 782 876 

Tuesday 14 May.  Meet at GSCP at 10.00am for a circular walk around 
Childrey.  Lunch afterwards at the village cafe. 
Contact Lynn for details as above. 

Footpaths can be muddy at any time of the year, so please wear suitable 
shoes or boots.  It is helpful if you can let the walk leader know you are com-
ing to enable car sharing to be arranged.  We look forward to seeing you!  

THEATREGOERS  

Nothing new at the moment but if you are on the mailing list you will get 
prior notice and keep checking the web site, it is the most up to date!  So if 
you do not receive emails or letters and would like to, then contact me: 
Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added. 
Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is: 
Jane Horey, 01793 766 177 or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:rosalind.ann.burns@gmail.com
mailto:b.f.stacey@outlook.com
mailto:lynnkpettit@gmail.com
mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
mailto:janehorey@hotmail.co.uk
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UKULELE 

We meet on alternate Fridays in the United Church Hall.  Start playing 
2.30pm for 1 hour.  The sessions are lead by George Bonner. 

Please ring: Gene Webb on 01367 242 222 for more info. 

WINE APPRECIATION GROUP 

Festive Lunch.  33 members had another excellent festive lunch in Sadlers 
Restaurant on 11 December. We bought two of the three wines from Aldi – 
trusting in our own members’ judgement from when Aldi triumphed in last 
year’s Supermarket Challenge.  

26 March.  Desert Island wines.  Barber Rooms at 1400.  By the time you 
read this, bookings will have probably closed (5 March) for our first 2019 
meeting where members will volunteer as castaways to talk about and taste 
those wines that they would insist on having with them in their desert island 
solitude. Please check our U3A website page in case the link’s still open. 
 
21 May.  Matching wines with foods.  Barber Rooms at 1400.  A food and 
wine tasting to understand better how to match a wine to a food or vice ver-
sa.  Distinctively flavoured foods will be paired with one or two complemen-
tary wines, in the almost certain expectation that, as usual, many members 
will enjoy the matches whilst some will find them strange or even challeng-
ing. Bookings open mid April.    
 
23 June.  Mosel valley wine tour.  Twelve members are staying in Ediger-
Eller on the Mosel for four nights of fine local wines and foods.  
 
24 September.  Supermarket Challenge II. 
19 November.  Outside speaker. 
10 December.  Festive Lunch. 

The Wine Appreciation Group is an unstuffy collection of people who want 
to learn about and compare wines that will help us choose the best – whether 
for a daily glass, a dinner party or even a wedding. We meet every two 
months in Faringdon or nearby. All U3A members are welcome and there’s 
no annual subscription, just a charge for each event you come to. More de-
tails on our web page. 

For more information contact: David Burn on 01367 240 670. 
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THAMES VALLEY NETWORK  
NEWS  

The Study Days for 2018 were an outstanding success and it is very 
good that Faringdon U3A’s use of e-mailing – to those who have 
agreed to receive notifications about Study Days – has significantly 
increased Faringdon participation.  2019 looks every bit as interesting 
and, as your TVN representative, I will ensure we all get the infor-
mation as soon as possible to give you the best chance of securing a 
place on the advertised programmes. 

Events planned for 2019 include the following. 

5th March - Dunkirk and Little Ships, at Henley.  Fully booked with 
waiting list. 

4th April - Polar Exploration - Part 2, at Benson. 

30th April - Medicine & Art, Repeat of Previous 1st November 2018, 
at Benson. 

28th May - Cinema: 18th History in Film, at Abingdon.   

30th August – William Morris at Kelmscott (Kelmscott may be closed 
for the whole of 2020 for lottery grant work). 

October (probably last week) - Ukulele Day for U3A Groups. 

Date to be announced - The Geology of Volcanoes. 

Date to be announced - Photography Day. 

As the sharp-eyed will have noticed, this is a useful mixture of new 
material and re-runs where a successful Day has been massively over-
subscribed.  I will keep you posted! 

Information: 

Peter Foot can provide further information:  
01367 358 394 and p.foot47@gmail.com 

RIVIERA TRAVEL  
Should any member of our U3A book a holiday with Riviera Travel, 
please inform them  that you are a Faringdon & District U3A member, 
and then Riviera Travel will pay us a commission.  
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Faringdon & District Theatre Group 
 

All cheques to be made out to 
 

Faringdon U3A Theatre Account 
 

and sent to Mrs J. Horey, 73 Eastrop, 

Highworth, SN6 7AT. 
 

PERFORMANCE……………………………………………… 
 

AT………………………THEATRE, ON……………………. 
 

I REQUIRE……………….TICKETS and am enclosing 
 

 £...................  [ = the cost of ticket x number required.] 
 

Don’t forget to mark back of cheque with performance. 

 
 

NAME…………………………………………………………. 

TEL.  

NO………………….EMAIL………………………………….. 
 

All correspondence where possible will be by email so if you have an 

email please make sure we have it.  If you don't you will still receive 

the information.  This form is a standard one for ALL our theatre  

outings and therefore we need the information for each  

performance/theatre to be separate.  Therefore if you are booking 

two separate outings please use two forms, with separate cheques 

marking the back of the cheque also.  Thanks. 
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Photographic Group Assignment 
 

“Transport” 


