
 The Night Sky in March, 2019 

 

Greetings from Mallorca where the weather is warm and sunny and the nights clear! We are here to 

deliver an Astronomy Theme Week at Holiday Property Bond’s site at Biniorella. We started doing 

this in 2012 and this is now our 5th. You might be interested to know something about the kit we 

bring here. Below is a picture of the Assistant Site Manager, Maureen, with the small telescope we 

brought with us. This is a William Optics Megrez 72 refractor. Refractors are telescopes that work 

with lenses unlike reflectors that work with mirrors. We bought this because it is very portable, and 

it has very high-quality optics. We can pack it in its bag with accompanying attachments and put it 

all into our wheel-on airline bag. This even leaves room for other things such as a camera and lenses 

plus binoculars! The telescope is mounted on a Velbon DV700 sturdy video camera tripod which can 

be packed in our suitcase. You can buy this from Amazon for about £130. Although this telescope is 

small it produces a very bright, sharp image and is excellent for astrophotography. Its aperture is 

72mm which is approximately 3inches.The Megrez 72 is no longer available new but its current 

replacement is the William Optics Zenithstar 73 which you can buy for £549. I buy most of my kit 

from First Light Optics (FLO) near Exeter. Their prices and delivery are excellent, and they are also 

very helpful if you have any problems.  

 

 

 

In addition to the Megrez we have a Skywatcher Startravel 120 which we bought in collaboration 

with HPB and which we keep permanently at Biniorella. This can be seen in the image below. It is a 

beautiful telescope with an aperture of 120 mm which is approximately 5 inches. At a price of £279 

including VAT it is excellent value for money. We asked FLO to ship it out to Mallorca for us which 

they did for £23.29. The Startravel is a refractor and is light, portable and very easy to operate. Note 

that it is not computerised and so doesn’t track for you. You move it by hand with the cables shown 

in the image below. One of these moves the telescope up and down, and the other moves it from side 

to side. The telescope is delivered with an Alt-Az AZ3 tripod which is included in the price. Alt-Az 

is short for Altitude-Azimuth where Altitude is up and down, and Azimuth is side to side. 

 



The telescope is also equipped with an erecting diagonal into which you place the eyepiece as 

shown on the right of the image below. The erecting diagonal turns the image the right way up so 

this telescope can be used for terrestrial observing such as bird watching. 

 

 
 

In addition to the telescopes, we take our Celestron 15x70 binoculars which we can optionally attach 

to a monopod to give them stability. It has a pistol grip which allows you to move the binoculars 

around. Below is an image of myself using the monopod and binoculars to spy on the neighbours in 

Mallorca!! The monopod cost about £30 and the pistol grip £50. As you can see in the photo, it is 

comfortable and stable to use when sitting down. If you have any queries about any of the kit I have 

mentioned, then don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

 
 

The other news from us is that the East Hanney Observatory is ready for use. We thought about 

buying a dome but decided against it. Instead we had a good quality garden building erected for us 

and a large, level patio laid. The plan is to keep our kit in the observatory set up and ready to go. 



Then we can observe from the patio which faces due south. We have a red light on the observatory to 

preserve our night vision. Thus, it has also become known as the red-light district of Hanney! 

 

 
 

We have bought a protective cover for our large 12inch Dobsonian telescope so that we can store it 

outside. The cover is made from material developed by NASA to protect its spacecraft so it is safe 

against all types of weather. 

 

 
 

Now onto the sky at night! The good news this month is that British Summer Time begins on March 

31st! This is also Mothering Sunday so there is plenty of cause for celebration! There will be a New 

Moon on March 6th and a Full Moon on March 21st. The early part of the month will be the best 

time for stargazing. 

 

At the beginning of the month, the planets will be putting on a good show in the morning just before 

sunrise. The star chart below shows the sky in the south over Oxfordshire at 06:00 on March 1st. 

There you can see Venus shining at magnitude -4.0, Saturn at magnitude +1.0, a 23%-lit waning 



crescent Moon and Jupiter shining at magnitude -1.9. To the right of Jupiter, you can see the red 

star Antares in the constellation of Scorpius. Above these is the asteroid Ceres which you may be 

able to find in a telescope. On March 2nd, the Moon will be 16% lit and will have moved to the east 

between Saturn and Venus. On March 3rd, the Moon will be only 9% lit and its position will be east 

and slightly south of Venus. 

 

 
 

The star chart below shows the sky in the South at 20:00 on March 1st. You can see that the winter 

constellation of Orion is still dominating the sky. To his right is Taurus the Bull with the Pleiades 

nearby. Further to the right is Mars. Below Orion is Lepus the Hare and to the left of that is Orion’s 

large hunting dog Canis Major. Here you can see the dog star Sirius which is easily mistaken for 

Venus. In fact, it is not as bright as Venus which is shining in the morning at a magnitude of -4.0 

whereas Sirius is -1.5. (note that the more negative a magnitude is, the brighter the object is). Also, if 

you look very closely at Sirius it is twinkling with tiny scintillations which Venus does not. 

 

 
 

If you look further to the west, you will see that Mars is in the constellation of Aries and below it is 

Uranus. To the right you can see that the Great Square of Pegasus is just setting with the 

Andromeda constellation above it. To the right of this is the Andromeda Galaxy M41. 

 



 
 

Below is one of the best images of the Andromeda Galaxy(M31) that I have ever seen taken by an 

amateur. It was taken under dark skies in Cornwall and pasted on a Facebook page. The image 

clearly shows the companion galaxies M110 above it and M32 below it to the left. This was sent in 

by Alan, one of our readers. Thanks again Alan. 

 

 
 

Now to China! We are please to welcome our first Chinese reader to this newsletter! Melody Tao 

and her daughter live in Darian, China which is in northeast China as shown in the map below.  

 

 
 

 

 38’ n. 



Their longitude is 121° 44’ E and their latitude is 39° 01’N. Our longitude is 1° 23’E and our latitude 

is 51°38’N. Firstly, this means that sunrise for them will be much earlier than it is for us. In fact, 

their time zone is 7 hours ahead of ours. Secondly, since they are at a more southerly latitude, they 

can see further down into the southern hemisphere than we can. The star chart below shows the sky 

over Darian in the southeast at 04:00 on March 1st. There you can see a sky that is very familiar to us 

with the constellation of Orion followed by his hunting dogs with the dog star Sirius shining in Canis 

Major. To the right of Orion you can see Taurus protecting the Pleiades and below that is Mars. 
 

 
 

The following star chart shows the sky in the southeast at 04:00 on March 1st. There they can see the 

alignment of Jupiter, the Moon, Saturn, Pluto and Venus as we can. They can also see whole of the 

constellations of Sagittarius and Scorpius with the Messier objects nearby. A beautiful sight in fact. 

 
 

 
 

Now to the Southern Hemisphere! 



What’s Up in the Southern Hemisphere 2019 

 

You will also be able to enjoy the alignment of the planets and the Moon at 06:00 on March 1st. You 

will get a better view than us since the planets will be high in the east. The star chart below shows 

the sky over Sydney at 06:00. You can see that from the bottom upwards is Venus, Pluto, Saturn, the 

Moon, Jupiter and Ceres. At the top of the chart you can also see the constellation of Scorpius 

looking downwards with its bright star Antares clearly visible. Note that you will only be able to see 

Ceres and Pluto with a telescope. 
 

 
 

The star chart below shows the sky over Sydney in the north west at 21:00 on March 1st. At the top 

you can see Orion above Taurus the Bull with the Pleaides beneath it. To the left of Orion, you can 

see the constellation of Eridanus which represents a winding river variously referred to as the river 

Po in Italy, the Nile in Egypt or the Euphrates in Asia. It is one of the longest and faintest of the 

constellations but was listed by the 2nd century astronomer Ptolemy in his original 48 constellations. 

    

 
 

The following star chart shows the sky over Sydney in the east at 06:00 on March 1st. There you can 

see the alignment of the planets and the Moon as we can in the UK, and they can in China. 



 
 

Finally, the following chart shows the sky in the south at 21:00 on March 1st. There you can see the 

southern cross with the pointer stars below it. The stunning Southern Pinwheel Galaxy, M83 can be 

seen in the bottom left. 

 

 
 

Thar is all for this month! 

 

Until next month, happy stargazing and dark skies! 

 

Valerie Calderbank FRAS 


