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MEETINGS CALENDAR
Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each
month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a
welcome from the Chairman and notices. The main event - usually a visiting
speaker - is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group
Leaders and socialise.
Thursday 13th June 2019
Recommended by several members who have visited the Yellow Hat Tribe
art gallery near Chipping Norton and heard Irene talk about her love of art.
We are pleased to have Irene Tyack to talk to us about her early years which
were spent on the edge of the Black Mountains, a very rural life, no running
water or electricity, a pig called Zacharius lay in front of the kitchen fire and
the chickens sat on the arms of the chairs, from the age of two she knew she
wanted to be a painter. Irene will also bring items to sell from her art gallery.
Thursday 11th July 2019
We welcome back to this month’s meeting, Peter Sharpe who will this time
talk on the topic of “Breaking the Trench Warfare Stalemate in 1918”.
The presentation will trace military developments from the American Civil
and Franco Prussian Wars that lead to the defensive stalemate of trench
warfare by the end of 1914 in World War 1. It will explore the reasons why
manoeuvre became impossible due to the staggering level of casualties that
the tactics of the day produced. The breaking of the stalemate will then be
examined. In late 1917 a combination of changing tactics and technology
produced a break-through which allowed offensive operations to become
viable once again.
Thursday 12th September 2019
By popular demand, we welcome back Dr David Jones a research biologist
at the Natural History Museum in London and an external lecturer at
Imperial College. This talk is called “The Most Dangerous Animals” and
he explores the question ‘Which animals kill the most humans?’ Based on
published research, he lists the top culprits, debunks some popular myths and
reveals the scary truth behind the statistics. He then focuses on his favourite
killers, the snakes. This talk is almost guaranteed to be funny, factual and
interesting.
Thursday 10th October 2019
This month we welcome Paul Colley to talk on the subject of “Bats – secret
lives revealed with award winning photography”. Paul usually
photographs marine and freshwater animals but is running a new project this
spring with some local bat conservation groups which is achieving a high
public profile due to its imagination and novelty. He will talk about the project and explain, with photographs much about bats.
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Thursday 14 November 2019
Many of you will have visited Westonbirt Arboretum and here is a chance to
learn more about the historic, picturesque landscape and internationally
important tree and shrub collection. Westonbirt volunteer and speaker,
Pauline Thomas will talk about “The Wonders of Westonbirt” including
facts about the wealthy Holford family who originally planted the arboretum
in the Victorian years.
Thursday 12th December 2019
This month Sally-Ann Spence, a lecturer at Oxford Natural History Museum
will speak on the topic of “Dung Beetles”. Sally-Ann is an informed and
engaging science educator who has spent many years enthusing children and
adults alike with the wonders of invertebrates. She is the founder of
Minibeast Mayhem, a specialist teaching company. She takes great delight in
delivering lively material on this often misunderstood and underrated section
of Biology. Keen to increase factual engagement with invertebrates SallyAnn also works as a consultant on many books including the Dorling
Kindersley range and even on the subject of eating insects with the BBCs
food scientist Stefan Gates.
Thursday 9th January 2020
This month we celebrate the New Year with our January Japes, once again.
Following a lovely meal our speaker will be Mr Al Sylvester whose presentation is called, “My Walk to Freedom.” The talk gives details of his personal account of his unsupported 881 miles walk between Land’s End and
John O Groats.
Thursday 13th February 2020
Our speaker this month is Howard Robinson who will talk about Eleanor
of Aquitaine, one truly amazing lady who was King John’s mother. King
Henry II and his wife Eleanor often stopped with the royal court at Worcester cathedral where Howard is a volunteer guide. She was one of the most
powerful and influential figures of the Middle Ages. Inheriting a vast estate
at the age of 15 which made her the most sought-after bride of her generation. She would eventually become the queen of France, the queen of England and lead a crusade to the Holy Land.
Thursday 12th March 2020
Dr Lynda Ware works at Cochrane UK in Oxford and was for many years a
GP in Oxfordshire and she will talk about Evidence Based Medicine.
Cochrane UK aims to raise awareness and knowledge by producing high
quality research which is made available to healthcare professionals. This is
certainly a topic of interest to everyone.
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
Welcome to the Summer 2019 edition of the Newsletter. If you have
joined us since the Spring Newsletter was published, a warm
welcome. What glorious weather we have been having recently. My
garden has suddenly shot into life and there are plenty of jobs to be
getting on with. The fact that it is pouring with rain today and the sky
is grey will not dampen my spirits as I am sitting here at the computer
thinking that perhaps I won’t put my jumpers away just yet.
At our Annual General Meeting last month my review of the past
twelve months focused on what a busy and exciting time my first year
in the Chair had been. Our speakers were some of the best we’ve had,
our membership and interest groups are thriving, and we welcomed
about 100 members to the AGM, which easily made us quorate. We
elected and welcomed our new Secretary, Roger Wilkins to the
Committee and I am grateful to the other Committee Members who
have all agreed to stay on. After our AGM we were treated to a
fantastic trip round the Universe with Valerie Calderbank as she took
us on a whistle stop tour of the amazing planet we live on, and beyond, with stunning images and video clips of the universe in which
we live. It was light hearted, entertaining and not too technical, but
totally awe inspiring, and by popular request Valerie will be making a
most welcome return in the not too distant future. As a special treat
we added cake to the tea table and thank Rita and Liz for organising it.
I am always grateful to Pete and Mary for taking care of the
refreshments at our meetings and to all those co-opted helpers on the
day. If you would be able to help in the kitchen on a more regular
basis, please speak to Mary and Pete who would be delighted to know
there is back up in place for the times when they are unable to be with
us.
It is always good to get feedback about the Speakers that are chosen,
and it is always great when our own members offer to take the lead.
In January we thoroughly enjoyed the talk and photograph show from
Tony and Rosemary Hadland of their Falklands Adventures and in
February, Anthony Burdall treated us to a wonderful travel talk about
his round Britain trip on his yacht, Alcyone, and in May Ron Colyer
returned to talk about Renewable Energy Sources. Please contact
Shela Rowan or Danielle Mills if you think this is something you
might like to do or indeed if you have heard an inspirational speaker
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and think they would go down well with our group. We are fully
booked for this year but the booking sheet for 2020 has already been
started. Our new laptop and lapel microphone cope more than adequately with the technical demands of 21st century speakers, so we can
show pictures, video clips and use sound as well as offering a handsfree microphone…if you know Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White … we
are versatile!
Looking forward is what we are always doing and on our calendar for
the coming months we have the Annual Party on June 4th to thank the
Group Leaders and welcome new members, which this year will take
the form of a coffee morning and it wouldn’t be Summer at Faringdon
U3A without the Summer Lunch, which will be on August 8th. On
October 1st we will be holding our Annual Open Day. We will let
you know in plenty of time the final arrangements for all these events,
either on the website, on the Notice Board or at General Meetings and
I look forward to seeing as many of you as are able to attend.
I hope that you all have a wonderful Summer of activities, whether
you are staying at home or venturing further afield. If you feel
inspired, take some photographs or write a short article for the
Newsletter about something your group is doing.
With very best wishes
Margaret Brown
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk

MEMBERS’ NEWS
We welcome 19 new members.
From Faringdon: Anne Baldwin, Peter Barter, Shanda Collins, Eric and
Carol Humphry, Cameron and Carol Jones, Pat Saunders
From Highworth: Marjorie Archibald, Peter Arnel, Sandie Kendall
From Shrivenham: Steve Artingstall, John and Kim Townsend
From Stanford in the Vale: Norah Henschel, Anne Robinson

From Uffington: Vernon Dunkley
From Wantage: Patricia Rowland, Janet Tomlin
We were sorry to hear of the deaths of Heather Holland and Bryan Horne
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AUTUMN 2019 NEWSLETTER

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the
Editor: Geoff Brown, 15 Eaton Close, Faringdon SN7 7FG
Tel: 01367 615 385; Email: newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk
by Wednesday 14th August 2019
The Autumn Newsletter will cover September, October and November.
It will be posted to all members in early September.
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SUMMER LUNCH
Thursday 8thAugust at 12.00
Our Summer Lunch will be held at

19 Coxwell Road thanks to the
continuing generosity of
Steve and Jenny Braithwaite.
All members are welcome to attend.
Meat, fish and vegetarian options will be provided together
with bread etc.. There will also be wine and soft drinks
available.
Those who attend are asked to contribute either a salad or
a dessert which should be ‘ready-to-serve’ in a dish that
you should take away at the end.
To assist in gauging the number of attendees, in July we will be asking you either to go to our website and click on a link that will take
you to a simple ‘response form’ or use the link in the e-mail we’ll be
sending you. We hope that those without e-mail might have an
‘e-mail buddy’. If this isn’t possible then telephone either
Peter Robinson [01367 718 566] or Rita Higazi [01367 244 494] to
say you intend to come.

PARKING
If you plan to come by car,
please park considerately and
‘car-share’ if possible.
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting - Thursday 13th March

“Porcelain ”
Dinah Reynolds
We were very fortunate to have Dito the same heat as the Chinese, but
nah visit, she has lectured all over
Meissen used mirrors to get a high
the world and is a published author.
temperature.
Over 40 years
The two ingrediago she, along
ents for hard
with a friend,
paste porcelain
replied to an
are kaolin and
advertisement
decayed feldfor two lady
spar. These two
volunteers for
rocks are fired
the Western
together at very
Arts Departhigh temperament of the
tures, creating
Ashmolean Muthe very light
seum and
translucent
thence develworks.
oped a lifelong
passion for
Meissen 18th Century. Note the tiny
Hard-paste
porcelain.
flower painted over an imperfection
porcelain has
the advantage
What is porceover soft-paste porcelain in that it is
lain? It is high fired ceramic that
less likely to crack when exposed to
becomes translucent. Hard-paste
hot liquids, but any decoration may
porcelain is the very finest, created
have to ensure a second firing to set.
by Chinese potters only as far back
as the 1100s. The Chinese were
Along with the pieces for us to hanable to have extremely hot dragon
dle, we were treated to pictures of
kilns, usually 1400C, as they were
built going up hillsides, up to a third some of the pieces held in the Ashmolean. The Chinese preferred the
of a mile high! Soft-paste porcelain
one colour pieces over the multi colis fired at 1200C. Meissen was the
oured, and enjoyed a variety of texfirst European manufacturer of hard
tures in their work.
paste porcelain in 1708-09 and is
still well known today. European
potters were never able to get kilns
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The Islamic world were not able to
make porcelain as they do not have
the right clays, but would replicate
the design and paint more intricate
patterns even though the pieces were
made in secondary clay. Copper,
when fired in a kiln, changes from
green to red. There is far less red in
porcelain than blue for this reason.
The potters had to learn the effects of
firing on specific colours.

porcelain today. Port scenes their
favourite.

Decoration on a piece often follows
its shape, if it is an irregular shape,
thus accentuating its design.

Sevres, from 1756 on, previously
known as Vincennes, is the famous
dark blue porcelain. The gilding
often hides the bleeding of the blue
colour into the white.

Kraak porcelain was shipped to Europe in a galleon and took its name
from the Dutch for galleon! This
porcelain was not as fine as the Chinese pieces, because as long as the
piece was in blue and white, it was
appreciated!
Arita, blue and white, Imari with
heavily detailed decoration and Kakiemon brightly coloured with space
on the plate, are the three main Japanese porcelains, all made in the Arita
region. Japanese potters made the
first hexagonal pieces in the 18th century.
In the Renaissance period Medici
was the first European attempt at
making porcelain. Because it is a
soft-paste, lower fired, it is not true
porcelain. Others followed:
Meissen eventually got the recipe for
hard-paste correct in 1708, the glaze
was correct in 1709 and in 1710 the
factory started, which is still making

St Cloud in France, again soft-paste,
imitated Chinese decoration. Candlesticks were made in white porcelain enhancing the reflection of the
candlelight.

Chantilly, France, famous for its
decoration of fruit and flowers.

Chelsea potters liked to fill the plate
with decoration, although they copied the Japanese designs as the base
design. Like Worcester they used
soft-paste. Botanical designs in the
mid 18th century were often used in
the middle with fables around the
outside.
Worcester made a huge amount of
blue and white porcelain, very often
influenced by Sevres, but sadly
stopped making ceramics in 2012.
Marks are important: e.g. interlaced
L (Louis) for Sevres, crossed swords
for Meissen.
Steatitic porcelain is a combination
of kaolin and soapstone. This was
made in England and stood up to the
thermal shock of pouring boiling
water into a teapot.
Soft-paste porcelain was also made
by Derby and Bow
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Devon and Cornwall was the source
of the china clay required for the
Worcester factory. Very little clay is
used in manufacturing; the most important factor is fuel, which is why
Staffordshire, with coal deposits, is
the pottery centre.
There are two types of clay: primary
and secondary. Primary clays form
as residual deposits in soil and remain there. Secondary clays are
clays that have moved from their
original location by water erosion to
a new sedimentary deposit
The higher a ceramic is fired the
stronger it becomes.

Dinah told us that it is essential, with
ceramic pottery, to pick them up and
handle them. It is impossible to appreciate the intricacies and quality of
the ceramics without handling them.
Dinah was kind enough to bring
along 15 pieces of porcelain of all
ages for us to inspect and handle.
Porcelain is the only type of art that
it is permissible to touch – running
one’s hand over a canvas is definitely frowned upon!
A version of this account by Danielle
Mills appeared in the April edition
of The Folly.

Meeting - Thursday 11th April

“A TOUR OF THE UNIVERSE ”
Valerie Calderbank, BSc, FRAS
On Thursday 11th April we welcomed Valerie Calderbank who took
us on a fascinating “Tour of the Universe”, from the Solar System out to
the Milky Way and beyond, illustrated by beautiful images and video
clips.
After retiring in the 1990s, pursuing
a lifelong interest, Valerie bought her
own telescope. She is an experienced international presenter and
cruise ship lecturer. The talk was
light hearted, entertaining and not
too technical but included awe inspiring facts and stunning images.

Valerie gave us a tour of what she
described as a stunning and beautiful
universe. Valerie started with memories of Patrick Moore who broadcast the Sky at Night 700 or more
times over 55 years and was a great
influence on her life from when she
was a teenager, becoming a close
friend in his later life..
She used an imaginary ‘space craft’,
which was very fast, to take us on a
whistle stop tour from the Sun, passing its planets, out of the Solar System and onto the edges of our universe. The spaceship passed the
Sun’s nine planets (including the
dwarf planet Pluto). Leaving our
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Solar System, we then passed the
stars closest to us. We left the Milky
Way Galaxy which on its own may
contain tens of billions of other solar
systems, then
journeyed
through groups
of other local
galaxies and
Superclusters of
galaxies out to
the edge of the
observable Universe.
Within our Solar
system Valerie
described the
four rocky planets, Mercury,
Venus, Earth and Mars and the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter.
The Earth is sometimes hit by asteroids but protected from all but the
largest by our atmosphere. Next are
the gas giants Jupiter, Saturn, and
then the ice giants Uranus and Neptune. Pluto, a rocky planet, is next.
Pluto is shrouded in controversy as
to whether it is a planet or a dwarf
planet. The word Planet is from the
Greek meaning wandering star.
Pluto is in the Kuiper Belt with icy
comets, some of these comets can be
seen when they pass close to Earth.
Next, at the edge of the Sun’s gravitation influence, is the Oort Cloud
made up of smaller icy bodies.
We learned how to gauge the size of
the universe when Valerie told us of
the Somerset Space Walk which is a
sculpture trail model of the Solar

System along the towpath of the
Bridgwater and Taunton Canal. The
walk is a model of the Sun and its
planets in their proportionally correct
sizes and distances apart.
Built to a scale
where one millimetre on the
model equates to
530 kilometres in
space. Starting
from Maunsel
Lock, Pluto is 11
kilometres away;
in space it is 5.9
billion kilometres. Pluto is in
our Solar System. To get to
the next Star, with its own solar system, you would have to walk 76,000
kilometres. Our Sun is a ball of hot
plasma, burning Hydrogen and Helium gas. Nuclear fusion is occurring
in the sun, converting hydrogen to
helium with the release of a tremendous amount of energy.
After retirement, she went on to
study theoretical Astronomy at the
Open University. In recent years
Valerie has put her knowledge to
practical use by giving numerous
talks on Astronomy to Oxfordshire
organisations. In recognition of this
The Royal Astronomical Society
appointed her as a Fellow in 2011,
which proves that it is never too late
to learn!
A version of this account by Danielle
Mills appeared in the May edition of
The Folly.
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Meeting - Thursday 9th May

“RENEWABLE SOURCES OF ENERGY FOR THE UK ”
Dr Ron Colyer
Ron Colyer, a member of the Faringdon U3A, spoke to a large group of
interested members on this most
important topic. He began by saying
that we all live
in an increasingly electrical
society using
more and more
electrical equipment and appliances. It is
forecast that our
demand for
electricity will
rise rapidly in
the next few
years, as will our emissions which
had begun to fall, if major changes
are not made in how we generate our
electricity. So, the challenge is to
find ways of supplying this increasing demand without increasing emissions. At present, in the UK, the
total installed generating capacity is
around 108 GW, of which some 43%
is from renewables, but, this will
have to increase rapidly in line with
the increase in demand, with corresponding major investment in upgrading the associated infrastructure
The demand for power shows a repeating daily pattern with a relatively
low level at night, a steady rise from
breakfast time to an afternoon plateau before a peak in the evening

when people come home from work
and turn on their appliances. The
demand is also higher in the winter
months than in summer time. These
varying demands must be
met by the generating system.
At present, the
power is generated from a
variety of
sources including gas, nuclear,
biomass, hydro,
wind and solar
with renewables
now providing over 30% through the
year. Power is also supplied through
inter-connectors with other countries
and members were surprised to learn
that some comes from France, Belgium, Netherlands and Ireland
The Government target is for a reduction of 80% in emissions (from
the 2010 level) by 2050 with intermediate targets by 2020 of 15% of
our overall energy use to be provided
by renewables with 30% of electricity, 12% of heating and 10% of
transport from these sources. We
have done quite well with electricity
as over the year more than 30% now
comes from renewals, but, we have
done very poorly with heating as
most houses are still heated by gas
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central heating. Indeed, there are
indications that the Government may
prohibit the use of gas-fired central
heating in all new-build houses by
2023. Transport has also performed
poorly with only a small uptake in
electric vehicles.
To encourage investment in renewables the Government provided subsidies which, initially, were very generous, but, these subsidies have now
been discontinued for new installations. This move has come about
because the cost of both wind and
solar installations has greatly reduced over the last few years, but,
has resulted in a significant drop in
the number of new installations. We
were amused to learn that the subsidies are funded from our electricity
and gas bills!
Ron showed a map of locations of
major renewable energy installations
throughout the country with many on
-shore wind installations in Scotland
where it is most windy, solar installations in the south where it is most
sunny and concentrations of offshore wind farms off the coasts of N.
Wales and the North Sea. He then
used the local Westmill wind and
solar farms, both of which, unusually, are community-owned projects, to
compare the characteristics and performance of each type of renewable.
He showed that the output of both
types is dependent on weather conditions and, therefore, that they need to
be supplemented by other types of
generation if a continuous supply is
to be provided, as is required in the
National Network.

The situation can be improved with
energy storage and Lithium batteries
are now being installed on the UK
network though these are expensive
and have a limited life. Other storage systems are available, the best
being pumped-storage hydroelectric, the Dinorwig station in
Wales being a prime example of this
technology.
However, with some of the highest
tidal ranges, the fastest tidal streams
and the strongest winds in the world,
the UK is well endowed with other
forms of renewable energy and these
resources are now under serious
consideration as means of generating
electrical power. One such example
using tidal streams is under construction in the Pentland Firth and others
using tidal variations have been
planned for the Severn Estuary.
Schemes involving tidal effects are
predictable and reliable and avoid
the problem of intermittency associated with wind and solar and the
exploitation of these sources should
make a major contribution to the
future provision of renewable energy
in the UK.
Finally, Ron answered members’
questions of which there were many.
Everyone found the talk very informative and rather scary when
thinking about the future.

A version of this account by Shela
Rowan will appear in the June
edition of The Folly.
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FARINGDON GROUPS
Art
Ashmolean
Astronomy
Books
Bridge - All levels
Cryptic Crosswords
Current Affairs
Embroidery
Family History
Folk Dancing
Foreign Language Films
French Conversation
French Intermediate & Advanced
Gardeners
German
Golf Croquet (summer)
History
History of Art
Italian - Improvers
Jazz
Mah Jong
Military History
Music Appreciation
Opera
Photography
Play Reading
Poetry
Qigong
Quilting
Quiz
Ramblers
Recorder Consort
Science & Technology
Scrabble
Seams like fun
Spanish - Intermediate
Striders
Strollers
Theatre Goers
Ukulele
Wine Appreciation

Kay Fox
Shela Rowan
Stuart Priest
Kay Chamberlain
Steve Braithwaite
Peter Smith

01367 240 604
01367 243 636
01367 240 118
01367 242 647
01367 240 929
01367 241 241

Suellen Pedley
Ian Clarkson
Val Hudspeth
Robin Stewart
Françoise Stacey
Carolyn Williams
Christina Field
Victoria Paleit
Steve Braithwaite
Mike Iremonger
Mairead Boyce
Jenny Braithwaite
Patrick Wheare
Carolyn Clarkson
Bjorn Watson
Beryl Cooper
Anthony Burdall
Anthony Burdall
Mary Love
Sandra Cooper
Janette Saville
Valerie Burdall
Sylvia Bowley
Marcus Lapthorn
Peter Smith
Ron Colyer
Rosalind Burns
Valerie Burdall
Robin Stewart
Françoise Stacey
Lynn Pettit
Sylvia Bowley
Gene Webb
David Burn

01367 710 680
01793 782 836
01367 241 035
01367 241 295
01367 241 813
01367 241 208
01367 241 265
01865 821 594
01367 240 929
01367 241 361
01367 243 065
01367 240 929
01367 241 927
01793 782 836
01793 782 748
01367 242 908
01367 240 713
01367 240 713
01367 710 754
01367 243 831
01367 243 958
01367 240 713
01367 241 296
01367 242 559
01367 241 241
01793 782 363
07557 880 944
01367 240 713
01367 241 295
01367 241 813
01367 242 019
01367 241 296
01367 242222
01367 240 670

NEW WEBSITE ADDRESS
Please note our new website address which is:

https://faringdondistrictu3a.com/
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Coordinator Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or
email: 91gometz@gmail.com
Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of
groups is provided on page 14.
Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the
Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has
room for new members.
All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but
before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups
Co-ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for
Interest Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and
time(s).
For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for
Gloucester Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester
Street.

ART
th

We finish on June 27 until the new term in September.
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays in term time from 10 am - 12noon in
the Barber Rooms. Our teacher is Felicity Cormack. There will not be a
second class.
All welcome from beginners upward.
Please contact:
Kay Fox - philippafox@btinternet.com 07786 423 574
Sally Bull - sally.bull@talktalk.net 07808 136 919

ASHMOLEAN
Summer 2019 Programme
Thursday 6th June Persian Influences Julie Hurst
Thursday 4th July Landscape Paintings Cassy O’Brien
No meeting in August
Meetings will resume on Thursday 5th September
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The visits are on the first Thursday of the month. Meetings start with the
group gathering at 10.55 am in the Greek & Roman Sculpture Gallery, immediately to the left as you go in through the main entrance to the Ashmolean museum. Each meeting lasts for one hour. There is a fee of £8 per person
attending which should be sent to the group leader at least a week prior to
the meeting. If for any reason members are unable to attend there will be no
refund as we notify the museum in advance of our group numbers. New
members are welcome to attend and should email Shela Rowan for additional
information.
For further details please contact:
Shela Rowan (01367 243 636 or smr280652@gmail.com) or
Aileen Bridge (01793 784 720 or aileen.bridge@gmail.com)

ASTRONOMY
There are no longer monthly meetings but up-to-date information can be
found in the monthly Astronomy Newsletter posted on our website.
For more information please contact the coordinator
Stuart Priest 01367 240 118.

BRIDGE
Beginners. We continue to meet through the summer normally (but not always!) on the first and third Monday of each month. We meet at 25, Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, at 10:00am. Dates for the next three months are:

3rd and 17th June,
1st and 15th July,
5th August. There may be another date in August – watch this space!
For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com
Intermediate and Experienced . All Intermediate and Experienced groups
meet in the Catholic Church Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway
behind Budgen’s Car Park) from 10.00am to 12noon (please arrive by
9.50am).
If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to
attend.
For further details please contact:
Steve Braithwaite (steve.bridge1@gmail.com or 01367 240 929).
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CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS
We normally meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10,
Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about a
couple of hours including a refreshment break.
The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’
standard. Over the year members accumulate points to find the year’s top
solver. We have a monthly clue-writing competition and also look at things
of interest to cruciverbalists in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued at the
meeting.
Schedule for the next few months:
28th June, 26th July, 23rd August (tbc)
If you would like to know more, contact the group leader:
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

EMBROIDERY
We meet every second Tuesday of each month at 44, Hunters Field,
Stanford-in-the-Vale, SN7 8LX from 2.00pm until 4.00 pm. The group are
working on various projects including Blackwork, Gold work, and Stumpwork. New members, whether experienced workers, or absolute beginners,
are all welcome. For further information contact:
Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680 or suellenpedley@aol.com).

FAMILY HISTORY
The next meetings of the Experienced group will take place on Friday 31st
May and Friday 19th July. Our May meeting will focus Newspaper
Archives when our deliberations will be led by a guest presenter. We meet
as usual at 25 Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, but now start slightly earlier than
in the past at 10:30am.
The Beginners’ Course has now finished and we hope that the participants
will feel able to pursue their research with renewed enthusiasm and that some
may one day join us in the Experienced group
I would draw the attention of all family history enthusiasts to the South West
Family History Fair, to be held in Bristol on Saturday 6th July. Details,
which look promising, available here: https://thefamilyhistoryshow.com/
south-west/
Ian Clarkson, 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com
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FOLK DANCING
We meet on the first Thursday of each month at 2.30pm in the Catholic
Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car Park).
June 4th July 4th no meeting in August September 5th
If anyone else would like to join us, please do.
Contact: Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com).

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS
There is no fixed programme for Summer 2019. The film for June will be
scheduled in consultation with members of the group. There will be no film
in August. Any prospective new members please contact:
Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295.

GARDENERS
th

Thursday 20 June 2019. Visit to the Fresh Air Sculpture Show, The Old
Rectory Quenington View sculptures in a garden setting. Entrance £7.50.
Meet in the GSCP at 1.15pm for car sharing to Quenington.
Thursday 18th July 2019. Visit to Stowe Landscape Gardens (National
Trust) and Stowe School using a Barnes Minibus. We need 19 members for
this visit to go ahead. The cost of which is £20 for the coach and £5.50 for
entrance to the School Depart from Faringdon Market Place at 10.30am
15th August 2019. Visit to Smart Greens, Longcot where they grow food a
little differently. Tea at Roves Farm. Meet in the GSCP at 1.45pm for car
sharing to Longcot. There is a charge of £50 for a Group Visit so unless sufficient Members indicate that they would like to go I shall cancel this.
For further information contact: Christina Field on 01367 241 265.

HISTORY OF ART
th

We meet on the 16 of June, Old Town Hall at 2.30 pm, subject "How to
read a Painting". In July we hope to have an outing, and we will not meet
during August.
For further information please contact :
Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065 or boycemairead@aol.com

JAZZ
We next meet on Monday June 10 when, with Keith Gorton, we’ll be having a look at and listening to Humphrey Lyttelton, the Old Etonian who
was much much more than simply a great jazz man. Keith’s aim will be to
give us a full picture of Humph.
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Then it will be time for us to take our usual summer break but we’ll be back
again on Monday September 9 for this year’s edition of our own Desert Island Discs. And we’ve a full programme of autumn events already planned.
Details later.
We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library, Gloucester Street, from 10.30 am till about noon. We try to cover all aspects of jazz
from the early days to the present time. If you’re interested in jazz – a beginner or an expert- just turn up. There’s no need to book in advance. We charge
£1 a time to cover costs, the occasional outside speaker, tea/coffee and lemon
drizzle cake made by Faringdon’s finest lemon drizzle cake maker.
For more information ring or email:
Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or patandeve@wheare.me)

Mah Jong
st

We usually meet on the 1 and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 2.00pm –
4.00pm We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New members
are always welcome.
Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue
5th June
Marlene’s (Stanford)
19th June
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
3rd July
Marlene’s (Stanford)
18th July
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
7th August
Venue tbc
21st August
Venue tbc
For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com or
Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin22@gmail.com

MILITARY HISTORY
The Military History Group meets on the first Thursday of the month and
we consider an eclectic range of topics. For more information, please contact:
Bjorn Watson at bjornwatson@btinternet.com or on 01793 782 748.

MUSIC APPRECIATION
We continue to meet on the 4th Monday of each month at Faringdon Library,
10.15 for 10.30, for a programme presented by one of our members. New
members are very welcome to come and listen, and there is no obligation to
give a presentation - though we hope that most members will do so eventually when they see what an appreciative and unthreatening audience we provide!
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May
No meeting
June 24
All Together Now
July 22
Back to Bach
For further details please contact:
Beryl Cooper 01367 242 908 or beryl.cooper12@gmail.com

OPERA
The final two operas for the 2018 – 2019 season will be Benjamen Britton’s
‘Death in Venice’ from English National Opera on 10 June followed in July
by Gounod’s ‘Faust’ from the Royal Opera House.
As previously, there will be three showings; these are
First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon
Tel: 01367 240 713) usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A
Monthly Meeting. Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm;
The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines,
Faringdon, Tel : 01367 241 295);
The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines,
Faringdon Tel: 01367 241 430) typically starting at 2:00pm finishing
at approximately 5:30pm;
For details please contact:
Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or anthony.burdall@burdall.net),
Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or
Linda Leggett (01367 241 430).

PHOTOGRAPHY
March was our Photo Day Exercise on ‘Portraits’ followed in April, with a
photo review. For May, postponed due to bad weather, there will be a Photographic Expedition to ‘Stowe Landscape Gardens ‘Landscape composition’.
On 12 June, there will be a Photographic Expedition to the Cholsey and
Wallingford Railway The Bunk Line or alternatively the Didcot Railway
Centre. The final meeting of the 2018-2019 season will be a photo competition and review and selecting ‘annual photos’
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm
at the home of :
Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel: 01367 240 713;
Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).
Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce
better images.
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PLAY READING
The Play Reading Group meets on the first Thursday of the month from
10:30-12:30 in Faringdon Library.
For more information contact Mary Love on 01367 710 754
or maryvivienlove@yahoo.com

POETRY
'Trains' is our subject for June
Whereas 'Cake' is easy for July
'Luck' would have it for August
So write to include all of us.
We now meet on the first Monday of the month at 10.30am in Faringdon
Library:
3 June 2019
1 July 2019 5 August 2019
Bring yourself, and words chosen with care and might.
If you would like to know more, call:
Sand Cooper on 01367 243 831 or email sand.co15@rocketmail.com

QIGONG
Qigong is a holistic system of self-healing which includes gentle movements, relaxation, breathing, and short meditation techniques.
It is a gentle and enjoyable form of exercise, Qigong can help to improve
circulation and mobility for all. Our core practice is based on the Tai Chi
Qigong Shibashi form which is accessible for the less mobile as it can also be
practiced whilst sitting. We practice many forms of Qigong, such as Silk
Reeling movements to work on the spine and the different joints of the body.
Our group is for mixed abilities, men and women.
We meet weekly on Friday mornings. Our first group is full but there are a
couple of spaces in our 11.15am session in the Jubilee Room, The Pump
House, Faringdon.
Contribution to room hire is £10 for a 4 week block or £3.00 for drop-in session.
If you would like more information. please contact:
Janette Saville (01367 243 958) or janettesaville@icloud.com
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QUILTING
The Patchwork & Quilting Group meets on the last Wednesday of the
month from 2pm - 4pm at the United Church.
Beginners and long-term quilters are all very welcome. We teach hand and
machine quilting.
For more information contact: Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713.

QUIZ
th

th

June 14
July 12
August No Meeting
September 13th
Do you like to find out all sorts of interesting facts and maybe tell us some
more? Our quizzes are very varied (different quizmasters) and we try not to
have too many about celebrities! So come along to our quiz group in the Old
Town Hall on the 2nd Friday in the month (mostly!) start time 10:30am
Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241 296 or
email sylkenbow@talktalk.net

RAMBLERS
2019 Ramblers Programme
Thursday 27 June - meet at GSCP 0930 for car sharing to Lechlade or meet
up at The Trout, Lechlade, GL7 3HA @ 0955. 5.5 mile walk led by Marcus
Lapthorn, 01367 242 559 or 07811 942 108.
Thursday 25 July - meet at GSCP 0930 for car sharing to Hannington, or
meet up at the Jolly Tar, Hannington, SN6 7RP @ 0955. 6 mile walk led by
Penny Smith, 01793 784 216 or 07853 626 849.
Thursday 22 August - meet at GSCP 0930 for car sharing to Wantage, or
meet up at Lord Nelson OX12 8HL @ 0955. Walk led by Nina Purbrick,
01235 223 765 or 07954 440 621.
Thursday 26 September - meet at GSCP 0930 for car sharing to ….? Walk
led by Wendy Spicer
Thursday 24 October - meet at GSCP 0930 for car sharing to ….? Walk
led by Simon Coe, 01367 252 495 or 07736 177 905.
Thursday 28 November - meet at GSCP 0930 for car sharing to….? Walk
led by Marcus Lapthorn, 01367 242 559 or 07811 942 108
Length of U3A Rambles: These will generally be circular walks between 5
and 6.5 miles and there will usually be a pub or cafe stop at the end. The
pace will be moderate and there will be a short break for drinks about half
way. Full details of each walk can be found on our U3A website.
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For more information contact:
Marcus Lapthorn (01367 242 559 and 07811 942 108)
Email: marcuslapthorn@gmail.com

RECORDER CONSORT
The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere on
instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows access to a wide
range of music. We normally meet in the afternoons of the third and last
Thursday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting
at 2.00pm. Sessions are of about two hours duration including a break for
refreshments.
We expect to be playing both at the Coleshill Peace Fete on
Saturday 6th July and at FollyFest on Sunday 14th July
Schedule for the next few months:
20th & 27th June,
18th & 25th July
15th & 29th August

For more information contact:
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
The Summer Programme for the Science and Technology Group is as
follows:
Tuesday 4th June - Talk entitled "Electrification of the GWR Line" by
Jill Poyton from Network Rail.
Tuesday 9th July - Members Short Talks, when members of the Group will
talk about their careers.
August - no meeting
Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com or from the website.

SCRABBLE
If you understand the joy of JO, QI and ZO; the satisfaction of a seven-letter
word and why coloured squares are your friends, join fellow wordsmiths at
the newly revived Scrabble group.
We shall meet at Faringdon Library on the last Thursday of each month
(when it is closed to the public) from 2.30pm until 4.30pm. The aim is to
enjoy ourselves so, initially, there will only be friendly competition (with
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prizes
our.

). We can adapt this if enough people want to play with more vig-

There will be no need for fees and refreshments will be provided.
It would be helpful to know how many people to expect, so please email me
beforehand at: rosalind.ann.burns@gmail.com
Looking forward to seeing you.

SEAMS LIKE FUN
Meetings take place from 2pm to 4pm on the first Monday of the month.
If you would like to go back to dress-making or start from scratch come and
join us at 2 Fernham Road Faringdon.
For details contact: Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713.

STRIDERS
Walks will be advertised on the website in due course.
Contact: Françoise Stacey b.f.stacey@outlook.com or 01367 241 813.

STROLLERS
Thanks to Maureen Hobart and Julia Blake for offering to lead walks this
summer.
Tuesday 11 June
Meet at GSCP at 10.00am for a circular walk round the BBOWT nature reserve Chimney Meadows and the Thames Path. Lunch afterwards at Aston
Pottery.
Contact Lynn Pettit at 01367 242 019 or lynnkpettit@gmail.com
Tuesday 9 July
Meet in Faringdon market place to catch the 10.05 bus to Buckland Turn
(arrive 10.15). A walk round Buckland and back to Faringdon, where there
is plenty of choice for refreshments.
Contact Maureen Hobart at 01367 870 200 or
maureen.hobart@btinternet.com
Tuesday 13 August
Meet at GSCP at 10.00am for car sharing to Ashbury. A walk around the
village and surrounding countryside, with lunch afterwards at the village pub.
Contact Julia Blake at 07760 238 929 or julia.scarlett @icloud.com
Footpaths can be muddy at any time of the year, so please wear suitable footwear. It is helpful if you can let the walk leader know you are coming to enable car sharing to be arranged. We look forward to strolling with you!
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THEATREGOERS
Nothing new at the moment but if you are on the mailing list you will get
prior notice and keep checking the web site, it is the most up to date! So if
you do not receive emails or letters and would like to, then contact me:
Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added.
Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is:
Jane Horey, 01793 766 177 or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk

UKULELE
We meet on alternate Fridays in the United Church Hall. Start playing
2.30pm for 1 hour. The sessions are lead by George Bonner.
Please ring: Gene Webb on 01367 242 222 for more info.

WINE APPRECIATION GROUP
Upcoming meetings
23-27 June. Mosel valley wine tour.
Twelve members are staying in a Mosel valley village for four nights of fine
local wines and foods.
24 September Supermarket Challenge II. Barber Rooms at 1400.
Last year we put three local supermarkets to the test with a blind tasting of
matched red and white wines from Tesco, Aldi and Sainsbury’s. Aldi put on
a bravura performance and came first in three of the four categories. But
there are other popular supermarkets in our area that are now getting the
same treatment, so do come along for what will be both a tasty and informative afternoon.

19 November. Outside speaker. Details in the Autumn magazine.
10 December. Festive Lunch
New members
Wine Appreciation Group members are an unstuffy bunch who want to learn
about wines that will help them choose the best – whatever the time or place.
We meet six times a year in Faringdon or nearby. All U3A members are very
welcome and there’s no annual subscription, just a cost-covering charge for
each event. More details on our web page.
For more information contact: David Burn on 01367 240 670.
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THAMES VALLEY NETWORK
NEWS
From the perspective of Faringdon U3A, the Thames Valley Network exists
to provide Study Days and to offer the opportunity to secure places on those
of our choice. To that end, it is worth pointing out that in 2018 all the Study
Days were oversubscribed and almost all of them were repeated – and were
again fully booked. The standard across the board is very high. So it is
clearly important to respond quickly in the booking process. For those members who do not have access to the internet, it would be a good idea to ‘ask a
friend’ to ensure you do not miss out.
The outline plans for the rest of the year are as follows:
July 4th, First Aid Day at Benson
August 25th, Jazz Fest, Chiltern U3A hosting (£15 each cheques to ‘Chiltern
U3A’: tickets from Peter Metcalf, 2 Long Park Close, Amersham, HP6 5JY)
August 30th, William Morris and his Circle, Kelmscott Manor
October 22nd, Ukulele Day, Benson, whole ukulele groups being especially
welcome
November date to be confirmed, Archaeology of Pre-Roman Britons, venue
to be determined
November 26th, Workshop for U3A leaders and committee members: updates on obligations of trusteeship from Vice-chair, Third Age Trust
December 3rd, Rock and Roll Party, Aylesbury U3A hosting, details to
come

December – date to be announced - Christmas Concert at St James, Paddington, details to come
I will send out booking forms immediately they become available – to those
who have asked to be informed of upcoming events by email. Please contact
me for any further details:
Peter Foot on 01367 358 394 and p.foot47@gmail.com

RIVIERA TRAVEL
Should any member of our U3A book a holiday with Riviera Travel,
please inform them that you are a Faringdon & District U3A member,
and then Riviera Travel will pay us a commission.
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Faringdon & District Theatre Group
All cheques to be made out to
Faringdon U3A Theatre Account
and sent to Mrs J. Horey, 73 Eastrop,
Highworth, SN6 7AT.
PERFORMANCE………………………………………………
AT………………………THEATRE, ON…………………….
I REQUIRE……………….TICKETS and am enclosing
£................... [ = the cost of ticket x number required.]
Don’t forget to mark back of cheque with performance.
NAME………………………………………………………….
TEL.
NO………………….EMAIL…………………………………..
All correspondence where possible will be by email so if you have an
email please make sure we have it. If you don't you will still receive
the information. This form is a standard one for ALL our theatre
outings and therefore we need the information for each
performance/theatre to be separate. Therefore if you are booking
two separate outings please use two forms, with separate cheques
marking the back of the cheque also. Thanks.
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Strollers at Badbury Clump

