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MEETINGS CALENDAR 

Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each 
month.  Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a  
welcome from the Chairman and notices.  The main event - usually a visiting 
speaker - is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group 
Leaders and socialise. 

Thursday 12th September 2019 
By popular demand, we welcome back Dr David Jones a research biologist 
at the Natural History Museum in London and an external lecturer at  
Imperial College.  This talk is called “The Most Dangerous Animals” and 
he explores the question ‘Which animals kill the most humans?’  Based on 
published research, he lists the top culprits, debunks some popular myths and 
reveals the scary truth behind the statistics.  He then focuses on his favourite 
killers, the snakes.  This talk is almost guaranteed to be funny, factual and 
interesting. 

Thursday 10th October 2019 
This month we welcome Paul Colley to talk on the subject of “Bats – secret 
lives revealed with award winning photography”.  Paul usually  
photographs marine and freshwater animals but is running a new project this 
spring with some local bat conservation groups which is achieving a high 
public profile due to its imagination and novelty.  He will talk about the pro-
ject and explain, with photographs much about bats. 

Thursday 14th November 2019 
Many of you will have visited Westonbirt Arboretum and here is a chance to 
learn more about the historic, picturesque landscape and internationally  
important tree and shrub collection.  Westonbirt volunteer and speaker,  
Pauline Thomas will talk about “The Wonders of Westonbirt” including 
facts about the wealthy Holford family who originally planted the arboretum 
in the Victorian years. 

Thursday 12th December 2019 
This month Sally-Ann Spence, a lecturer at Oxford Natural History Museum 
will speak on the topic of “Dung Beetles”.  Sally-Ann is an informed and 
engaging science educator who has spent many years enthusing children and 
adults alike with the wonders of invertebrates.  She is the founder of 
Minibeast Mayhem, a specialist teaching company.  She takes great delight 
in delivering lively material on this often misunderstood and underrated sec-
tion of Biology.  Keen to increase factual engagement with invertebrates  
Sally-Ann also works as a consultant on many books including the Dorling 
Kindersley range and even on the subject of eating insects with the BBC’s 
food scientist Stefan Gates.  

2 
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Thursday 9th January 2020 
This month we celebrate the New Year with our January Japes, once again. 
Following a lovely meal our speaker will be Mr Al Sylvester whose presen-
tation is called, “My Walk to Freedom.”  The talk gives details of his per-
sonal account of his unsupported 881 miles walk between Land’s End and 
John O Groats. 

Thursday 13th February 2020 
Our speaker this month is Howard Robinson who will talk about Eleanor 
of Aquitaine, one truly amazing lady who was King John’s mother.  King 
Henry II and his wife Eleanor often stopped with the royal court at Worces-
ter cathedral where Howard is a volunteer guide.  She was one of the most 
powerful and influential figures of the Middle Ages.  Inheriting a vast estate 
at the age of 15 which made her the most sought-after bride of her genera-
tion.  She would eventually become the queen of France, the queen of Eng-
land and lead a crusade to the Holy Land. 

Thursday 12th March 2020 
Dr Lynda Ware works at Cochrane UK in Oxford and was for many years a 
GP in Oxfordshire and she will talk about Evidence Based Medicine. 
Cochrane UK aims to raise awareness and knowledge by producing high 
quality research which is made available to healthcare professionals.  This is 
certainly a topic of interest to everyone. 

Thursday 9th April 2020 
This month we are pleased to welcome Bernard Purrier who will talk about 
Whales and Dolphins – A Look into their World.  Bernard regularly pre-
sents to a wide variety of groups.  This talk will give lots of fascinating facts, 
provide a look at their evolution, their behaviours linked to their advanced 
intelligence, the ways in which they have adapted to their environment and 
the increasing threats to their habitats which threaten their ultimate survival. 

Thursday 14th May 2020 
We are always pleased when one of our members is willing to give a talk and 
this month, we are pleased that Danielle Mills will tell us all about the work 
of the organisation, Medical Detection Dogs.  This organisation trains dogs 
to detect the odour of human disease. It is at the forefront of the research into 
the fight against cancer and helping people with life-threatening diseases.  

Thursday 11th June 2020 
Natural History is a subject that interests most members and this month we 
are very lucky to have Richard Rickitt, the editor of Bee Craft as our speak-
er.  His talk is called, ‘Introducing the Amazing Honey Bee’ and he ex-
plains lots of intriguing facts about bees.  He is very passionate on this sub-
ject and what began as a hobby is now a job.  He will also bring some of his 
own honey to sell and always urges everyone to buy from local bee keepers. 
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
Welcome to the Autumn edition of the Newsletter. 

I note with some interest that last year at this time, we were just 
emerging from a long spell of hot, dry weather and were having to co-
ax back our gardens from the brink of extinction.  Brown lawns and 
wilting borders were a sad reminder of how much we rely on the rain.  
This year our hanging baskets are a mass of colour, lawns are green 
and as I sit here writing this message, the rain is beating against the 
window pane, but the sun is shining!  It’s little wonder that in the UK 
the weather is a constant topic of conversation. 

In the Faringdon and District U3A there is also a lot to talk about and 
be very proud of.  General Meetings continue to attract a large follow-
ing.  Our last two topics have taken us to the Yellow Hat Tribe art gal-
lery through the fascinating life story of its owner, artist Irene Tyack, 
and I know that some of our members have taken a ride over to Chip-
ping Norton to see for themselves.  In July we learned from Peter 
Sharpe about developments in military technology from the American 
Civil War through to 1917/8, when a combination of changing tactics 
and technology produced a breakthrough allowing offensive opera-
tions in WW1 to become once more viable.  Looking ahead, Shela and 
Danielle have planned some wonderful speakers with topics ranging 
from The Most Dangerous Animals, to The Secret Life of Bats 
through photography and in November The Wonders of Westonbirt.  
Undoubtedly more enjoyable Thursdays to come. 

Our Calendar fills up so quickly and we have already enjoyed our get 
together in the Barber Rooms, where we thank our group leaders for 
all their hard work and meet new members to the U3A who have 
joined during the year.  This time we decided to ring in the changes 
and hold our gathering in the morning – always looking for the excuse 
to have cakes, we opted for a coffee morning and I am so pleased to 
report that it was well-attended and enjoyed by all. 

August, of course means Summer Lunch.  We are so grateful to Steve 
and Jenny Braithwaite, who welcomed us into their beautiful garden 
again, and of course, my personal thanks go out to all the Committee 
Members and friends who really personify what it means to be a team.  
It wouldn’t be a lunch if U3A members didn’t come, and you did not 
disappoint me this year as I think attendance was well over 120 – up 
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on last year.  As always the buffet looked amazing with Mains pro-
duced by Sadlers and salads by us but most spectacular of all the des-
sert table, which was outstanding…so pretty and so delicious, so thank 
you to you all for your contributions.  We had the most perfect day…
wonderful company, tremendous food and thanks to Peter Smith and 
the Recorder Consort and George Bonner and the Ukulele Group we 
were well entertained too.  To all those who helped with the tidying 
up, washing up etc, a big thank you too.  We were on our way home 
before 5pm.  Personally I enjoyed the restorative effect of a bowl of 
warm, soapy water on tired achy feet and a little snooze afterwards. 

 Most groups have a rest in August so if you are having what is now 
called a “staycation” or are venturing further afield, have a wonderful 
time.  A really great time was had by our wine enthusiasts a few 
weeks ago as they set off on a fact-finding mission to the Mosel Val-
ley in Germany.  You can read David Burns’ very informative report 
on pages 14 and 15 of this Newsletter.  Having spent our honeymoon 
there, I can vouch for the quality of the local produce and the spectac-
ular countryside.  Nearer to home, but just as enjoyable, our gardeners 
went on an away day to Stowe School and Gardens.  I was fortunate 
enough to go with them and was thrilled to be taken round the school 
by the most enthusiastic and knowledgeable guide and then a short bus 
ride to the gardens, now managed by the National Trust, where we had 
lunch and a stroll round the beautiful grounds.  If your group does 
something that you think the rest of us would be interested in, please 
send a short report to the Newsletter Editor, with pictures if you don’t 
mind them being printed, and he will include them if possible. 

Our next calendar event will be the Open Day in October, so if you 
know of anyone who might be interested in joining U3A, invite them 
along to the Corn Exchange on Tuesday 1st October, 10am - 12noon, 
for their own fact-finding mission…refreshments are provided. 

Enjoy the summer! 

Best Wishes. 

Margaret Brown 
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk  
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SUMMER LUNCH 
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SUMMER LUNCH 
 

Thank you to everyone for coming to the Garden Party on August 8th 
and for your thank yous and good wishes, and flowers from the  
Committee.  I really enjoyed the afternoon as, for once, I was able to 
sit back and just watch the people who did all the work!  So, this is by 
way of thanking the Committee, their spouses and various other  
helpers, for working so hard to make it such a successful occasion. 
 

Steve and I look forward to welcoming you all again next year. 
Jenny Braithwaite 
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DEADLINE FOR WINTER 2019 NEWSLETTER 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the  
Editor: Geoff Brown, 15 Eaton Close, Faringdon SN7 7FG 

Tel: 01367 615 385; Email: newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

by Wednesday 13th November 2019 

The Winter Newsletter will cover December, January and February. 
It will be posted to all members in early December. 

FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A COMMITTEE 2018/19 

Margaret  
Brown 

Chairman 
 

01367 615 385 
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Roger 
Wilkins 

Secretary 

 

01793 293 438 
rogatmidfield@aol.com 

Neal  
Cotton 

Groups  
Co-ordinator 

01367  252 495 
91gometz@gmail.com 

Liz  

Cunningham 

Membership  
Secretary 

01367 242 626 
membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Ricky  

Cunningham 

IT/Website  
Coordinator 

01367 242 626 
 itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Peter  
Foot 

Thames Valley 
Representative 

01367 358 394 
p.foot47@gmail.com 

Rita  
Higazi 

Events and  
Venue Team 

01367 244 494 

ritahigazi@hotmail.com 

Danielle  
Mills  

Programme 
Team 

01367 718 625  

danielle@dcspi.com  

Peter  
Robinson 

Events and  
Venue Team 

01367 718 566 

peterrobinsonnew@aol.com 

Shela  
Rowan 

Speakers  
Coordinator 

01367 243 636 

smr280652@gmail.com 

Alison  
Thomson 

Vice Chairman/
Publicity  

01367 241 204 

amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk 

Nigel  
Wilkinson 

Treasurer 01367 242 809 
nwilkinson@btinternet.com 

mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
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OPEN DAY 

  

Our annual Open Day will be held in the Corn Exchange on  
 

Tuesday 1st October between 10:00 and 12:00. 
 

The event is both to attract new members and to allow existing 
 

 members to learn something of Groups they are not familiar with 
 

 and which they might consider joining. 
 

Come along and have a browse round the many stands, chat with  
 

Group Leaders and see if anything takes your fancy. 
 

If you know someone who is contemplating joining Faringdon and  
 

District U3A, encourage them to come along to our Open Day –  
 

they’ll be made very welcome. 
 

Refreshments will be available. 

MEMBERS’ NEWS 

We welcome 11 new members. 

From Faringdon:  Verity Cavanagh, Richard Corran, Mary Cunningham 
Corran, Marion Sheppard, Michael St Maur Sheil. 

From Bampton:  Hazel Woodward. 

From Fernham:  Janet Crabtree. 

From Shrivenham:  Roger and Alison Davis. 

From Witney:  Robert and Mareve Kilbride-Newman. 

 

NEW WEBSITE ADDRESS 

Please note our new website address which is: 

https://faringdondistrictu3a.com/  
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This month we were treated to a 
very entertaining and amusing talk 
by Irene Tyack of the Yellow Hat 
Tribe. 

The gist of her story 
demonstrated that by 
guts and determina-
tion it is possible to 
get over the most 
difficult events that 
life throws at you, 
even if it is a very 
long process. 

Born in the Golden 
Valley of Hereford-
shire of a poor fami-
ly, they lived a farm 
life with a house 
located in the middle 
of nowhere.  Her 
father liked to drink, 
which made a difficult job for her 
mother when it came to managing a 
household budget. 

Irene knew even at the age of two 
that she wanted to paint, although it 
took a long time to come to fruition.  
Her first experience of this desire 
came when she took a child, just 
younger than herself, into a garden 
shed where there was paint.  She 
proceeded to paint the boy brown, 

from head to foot!  A very enjoyable 
experience for her, despite the tick-
ing off she received afterwards. 

Irene worked on the 
land from the age of 
ten, picking potatoes. 
It was a hard life but 
Irene never ques-
tioned the decisions 
she made. 

At the age of fifteen 
she left a note for her 
mother telling her 
that she had made 
the decision to leave 
home.  25 miles 
away was Hereford 
and she walked 
there.  Taking on a 
shop assistant’s job 
she paid her way.  

She married at the age of 16 to a 
man she met at the May Fair.  This 
was not a happy time having chosen 
a violent man who refused to work.  
With two children and pregnant 
again she decided that in order to 
feed the children she should move 
back to the Welsh borders where she 
could get farm work.   

She continued working the land and 
managing her children – she had five 

Meeting - Thursday 13th June  
 
 

“YELLOW HAT TRIBE” 
 

Irene Tyack  

ACTIVITIES REPORTS 
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children now, at the age of 25.  She 
grew vegetables and fruit in her gar-
den which would feed the family and 
keep them healthy.  She succeeded in 
this to such an extent that her chil-
dren never had the need for any anti-
biotics. 

At the age of 30 she made the deci-
sion to divorce her husband.  She 
continued to support her family by 
taking on any work that was on offer 
at the time; farm work, cleaning even 
becoming a nanny to the local gentry 
as they could see she treated her chil-
dren well. 

She married again and had another 
child, but this marriage was no more 
successful and did not last. 

All through these tribulations, Irene 
continued to paint. 

At the age of 40 she thought she 
would do something different and 
took a barmaid’s job.  The pub was 
opposite an ostrich farm and that is 
how she met her current husband 
Vince.  They have been together now 
for 23 years and married for 13.  It 

was Vince who encouraged Irene to 
stop working and just paint. 

That was the start of The Yellow Hat 
Tribe. The name came from one of 
her scribblings on the back of an en-
velope.  She had drawn lots of little 
people and she gave them all a yel-
low hat, to bring some sunshine into 
the picture – she was feeling low at 
the time.  She has painted over 1000 
paintings since, which now hang all 
over the world.  These were limited 
editions also made into mugs, trays, 
cards and prints. 

The gallery has visits from schools 
and groups.  It is open every day 
from 10 – 5 or 10 – 4 on Sundays at 
Brookfield Ostrich Farm, Chipping 
Norton. 

Irene has ended up with six children, 
27 grandchildren and 8 great grand-
children and a very successful gal-
lery. 

A version of this account by Danielle 
Mills appeared in the July edition of  
The Folly. 

Recorder Consort playing at the Peace Fete at Coleshill  
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The U3A was very happy to wel-
come back a previous speaker who 
this time talked about the technology 
and tactics of trench 
warfare. Brigadier 
(Retd) Peter Sharpe 
is a man of many 
talents and with a 
wealth of experi-
ences. He was a 
programme director 
of the army’s tacti-
cal communications 
system responsible 
for its procurement 
and deployment 
across the services. 
He is also now a 
National Trust 
guide at Avebury.  

He began by tracing the military 
developments from the American 
Civil and Prussian Wars that led to 
the defensive stalemate of trench 
warfare by the end of 1914 in World 
War 1. Early examples were seen in 
the Roman invasion of Britain. Dur-
ing the Iron Age, from about 900BC 
population expansion in Britain and 
tribal disputes caused communities 
to move into hill forts with elaborate 
defences with up to 3 sheer banks 
and deep ditches. At Agincourt a 
combination of better tactics and the 
English longbow caused a superior 
French force of 2:1 to be defeated by 

a more lightly armoured English 
with a predominant component of 
archers. 

Peter quickly 
moved on to the 
industrial revolu-
tion which in-
creased the pace of 
the development of 
technology and 
engineering in ar-
mament design. 
After a hundred 
years of slow inno-
vation in weaponry 
some fundamental 
changes were about 
to take place. The 
three most effective 
developments were 

the rifling of barrels, breach as op-
posed to muzzle loading and the 
exploding shell in addition to shot. 
There were still more advances in 
weaponry that increased the lethality 
by an order of magnitude. The ma-
chine gun is one of the most signifi-
cant that could fire a 500 rpm at an 
effective range of 2000 metres. 

He spoke about Germany invading 
Belgium in 1914 in line with their 
Schlieffen Plan that had been pro-
duced by the Prussian Staff in 1908. 
It called for a wide advance through 
neutral Belgium with four armies 

Meeting - Thursday 11th July  
  

“BREAKING THE TRENCH WARFARE STALEMATE IN 1918”  
  

Peter Sharpe 
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attacking in the centre towards Paris 
and a wide flanking manoeuvre by 
one army to encircle Paris, destroy-
ing the French army in the process, 
repeating the scheme of the Franco 
Prussian war and therefore achieving 
victory in a matter of weeks. The 
French were taken by surprise and 
the battle was a disaster due to naive-
ty and lack of artillery support. The 
British first action was in Mons and 
despite being out manned and 
gunned 2:1 inflicted heavy casualties 
on the Germans, mostly through 
effective rifle fire of the infantry. 
Other battles were fought until the 
Germans were weakened by the 
constant attrition of the retreating 
forces and a logistics tail that could 
not meet demand. 

In 1916 the British Army was at full 
strength and able to launch the deci-
sive blow. This army was not highly 
trained and nowhere near as effective 
as the old contemptables of the BEF. 
Its conscripted officers and men had 
limited training and no experience of 
combat. This time the grand plan 
was for a British French attack along 
the Somme and to destroy German 
trenches using mines and wire. With 
no defences surviving, the infantry 
would advance with little resistance 
and the cavalry could dash through 
and begin a mobile campaign. This 
turned out not to be effective and the 
scheme did not work. Peter spoke 
about how his grandfather was an 
Accrington plan, one of the 150 out 
of 700 that survived and told of how 
in 2016 he had been to the ground at 
Sepp to see the trenches that are still 
there. 

Peter also mentioned Passchendaele 
as being another attrition nightmare 
with a similar result to the Somme. 
However, better artillery shells and 
fire coordination produced greater 
destruction of wire and German 
trenches. 

At this point no side could achieve a 
break through and there were key 
factors which caused failure in offen-
sive action. It was not until 1917 that 
innovations occurred that offered 
part solutions that, when put togeth-
er, achieved mobile warfare in 1918. 

It was the spring of 1918 that both 
sides had adopted improved tactics, 
artillery coordination, fire direction 
techniques, air observation, agile 
infantry platoon or storm troopers 
and fighter ground attack. The battles 
were fierce with both sides experi-
encing many casualties. The allies 
counter attacked and eventually the 
Germans surrendered in droves as 
the Australians and Canadians ad-
vanced some 12 km. In October the 
German high command instructed 
the German Government to seek an 
Armistice and on 7th November the 
Kaiser fled to Holland after abdicat-
ing. 

A version of this account by Shela  
Rowan appeared in the August edition 
of The Folly. 
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In June this year an intrepid doz-
en members of Faringdon’s U3A 
Wine Appreciation Group went 
on a pioneering overseas vineyard 
visit to Germany’s Mosel valley 
to learn more about the region’s 
world-class wines. 

But what might look like an ex-
cuse for an extended booze-up 
turned into a fascinating and wide
-ranging exploration of the re-
gion’s culture, history, language, 
social pressures and commercial 
realities. Whilst not to forget the 
stunning scenery, romantic ruins, 
serried ranks of vineyards on im-
probably steep slopes, 35º tem-
peratures and universally friendly 
and welcoming hosts. 

Our Faringdon group has visited 
several Thames Valley vineyards 
over recent years and learned 
much about vine husbandry from 
one and grape fermentation from 
another. Then someone suggested 
a trip to the Mosel when we were 
tasting a couple of the area’s 
wines at one of our regular meet-
ings. In a rash moment the ‘Why 
not?’ question didn’t get instantly 
rejected and we started research-
ing the options. Happily we found 
Travel Without Borders, a  

bespoke tours provider specialis-
ing in Germany, and booked a 
tailor-made trip for 12 members 
for the following June. 

The Riesling grape, alongside 
Chardonnay, is recognised as the 
world’s finest and most subtle 
white wine variety, and the Mosel 
valley has been its heartland since 
Roman times. But the wine is 
scarce in the UK because, after 
local consumption, there’s little 
available for export, and it is 
pricey in the UK. Now that we’ve 
seen the vertiginous vineyards, 
learned that each vine has to be 
tended nearly 20 times a year and 
been told about the intricacies of 
turning each year’s vintage into 
the most appropriate style of 
wine, we can understand why. 

The four expert tastings gave us a 
rewarding chance to compare the 
different styles of riesling wine, 
try other local grape varieties and 
appreciate the increasing quality 
of Mosel red wines due to climate 
change. We learnt about the  
riesling grape’s sensitivity to soil, 
aspect, minerality and all the  
other intricacies of terroir that go 
to making it such a versatile wine. 
This is enhanced by the cottage 

Faringdon U3A Wine Group June 2019 Mosel Valley tour 

“More to the Mosel than wine”  

David Burn 
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industry vineyards and wineries 
where long-standing family own-
ership of tiny parcels of land 
allows each grower to make their 
own style of wine. The multi-
national co-operatives are a mil-
lion miles from this localised 
industry. But we were told that it 
is becoming increasingly diffi-
cult for the families to train their 
next generation in running the 
business and we were shown 
many plots that were reverting to 
wilderness. 

Almost in passing we learned 
about enduring French influence 
where, in the Mosel, the word for 
pavement is trottoir and a purse 
is a porte-monnaie. Another win-
ery had framed letters on display 
from wartime German army 
units thanking them for their 
wines.  

We were charmed by the welcome 
and attentiveness from our hotel, 
local tour guide, all our expert 
tasting hosts and even the bus 
driver who dropped us off halfway 
between stops right at the winery 
entrance – just try asking for that 
on our local Stagecoach route to 
Oxford! We even had time, be-
tween drinks, for tourism in the 
impressively ancient towns of 
Beilstein, Cochem and Bernkastel 
plus a couple of river trips for a 
wider perspective. 

Would we go on another foreign 
vineyard tasting trip? Maybe to 
the Loire, Rhone or Portugal for 
instance? You bet we would. The 
Mosel tastings were fantastic, the 
scenery was brilliant and our 12 
travellers delighted in each other’s 
company. All we need now is an 
eager volunteer to make it happen. 

Zell wine tasting 
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Art     Kay Fox   01367 240 604 
Ashmolean    Shela Rowan   01367 243 636 
Astronomy    Stuart Priest   01367 240 118 
Books     Kay Chamberlain  01367 242 647 
Bridge - All levels   Steve Braithwaite  01367 240 929 
Cryptic Crosswords   Peter Smith   01367 241 241 
Current Affairs     
Embroidery    Suellen Pedley   01367 710 680 
Family History    Ian Clarkson   01793 782 836 
Folk Dancing    Val Hudspeth   01367 241 035 
Foreign Language Films  Robin Stewart   01367 241 295 
French Conversation   Françoise Stacey  01367 241 813 
French Intermediate & Advanced   Carolyn Williams  01367 241 208 
Gardeners    Christina Field   01367 241 265 
German    Victoria Paleit   01865 821 594 
Golf Croquet (summer)    Steve Braithwaite  01367 240 929 
History     Mike Iremonger  01367 241 361 
History of Art    Mairead Boyce   01367 243 065 
Italian - Improvers   Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240 929 
Jazz     Patrick Wheare   01367 241 927 
Mah Jong    Carolyn Clarkson  01793 782 836 
Military History   Bjorn Watson   01793 782 748 
Music Appreciation   Peter Stone   07990 916 539  
Opera     Anthony Burdall  01367 240 713 
Photography    Anthony Burdall  01367 240 713 
Play Reading    Mary Love   01367 710 754 
Poetry     Sandra Cooper   01367 243 831 
Qigong     Janette Saville   01367 243 958 
Quilting    Valerie Burdall   01367 240 713 
Quiz     Sylvia Bowley   01367 241 296 
Ramblers    Marcus Lapthorn  01367 242 559 
Recorder Consort   Peter Smith   01367 241 241 
Science & Technology   Ron Colyer   01793 782 363 
Scrabble    Rosalind Burns   07557 880 944 
Seams like fun    Valerie Burdall   01367 240 713 
Spanish - Intermediate   Robin Stewart   01367 241 295 
Striders     Françoise Stacey  01367 241 813 
Strollers    Lynn Pettit   01367 242 019 
Theatre Goers    Sylvia Bowley   01367 241 296 
Ukulele    Gene Webb   01367 242222  
Wine Appreciation   David Burn   01367 240 670  

FARINGDON  GROUPS 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Notes for Members 

If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-
ordinator Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or  
email: 91gometz@gmail.com  

Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of 
groups is provided on page 16. 

Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the 
Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has 
room for new members.  

All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but 
before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups  
Co-ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for 
Interest Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and  
time(s). 

For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for 
Gloucester Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester 
Street. 

PROPOSED SCRAPBOOKING GROUP 

Are you a scrapbooker, or someone interested in finding out what it is all 
about?  We hope to run a group on the first Tuesday morning of the month 
where we can share ideas, and more experienced members may like to 
demonstrate a particular layout.  This is a wonderful way of preserving  
family memories.  Scrapbooks can be produced for recording family history, 
books for special occasions, holidays etc.  We will have a table at the U3A 
Open Day on 1st October where there will be an opportunity to see  
examples.  Meanwhile, if you would like to join the group, or find out more, 
please contact: 
Margaret Smith (mbsmith5@hotmail.co.uk or telephone 01793 710 800). 

FARINGDON LIBRARY 

The Library is free to use as a venue but all U3A groups that use the library 
should leave the premises as they find it. All furniture needs to be replaced 
ready for the opening time of the library and the kitchen left as ‘found’.  
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ART 

The new term starts on 12th September and classes will take place in the 
Barber Rooms on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month from 10am until 12 
noon.  Therefore the dates are: 

September 12th and 26th 
October 10th and 24th 
November 14th and 28th 

Felicity Cormack will be our teacher. 

All abilities welcome. 

Please contact: 
Kay Fox - philippafox@btinternet.com   07786 423 574 
Sally Bull - sally.bull@talktalk.net    07808 136 919 

ASHMOLEAN  

The first visit to the Ashmolean Museum for the new year 2019-2020, will be 
on Thursday 5th September when we will have a lecture on Arts of the 19th 
Century by Cheryl Trafford. 

Autumn Programme 

3rd October     The Colour Blue with Meriel Wyndham Baker 

7th  November  The Indus Valley and Beyond with Denise Derbyshire 

5th December    The Colour Red with Meriel Wyndham Baker 

The visits are on the first Thursday of the month.  Meetings start with the 
group gathering at 11am in the Greek & Roman Sculpture Gallery, immedi-
ately to the left as you go in through the main entrance to the museum.  Each 
meeting lasts for one hour.  There is a fee of £8 per person attending which is 
required before each visit.  If for any reason members are unable to attend 
there will be no refund as we notify the museum in advance of our group 
numbers. New members are welcome to attend. 

For further details please contact: 
Shela Rowan (01367 243 636 or smr280652@gmail.com) or  
Aileen Bridge (01793 784 720 or aileen.bridge@gmail.com). 

ASTRONOMY 

There are no longer monthly meetings but up-to-date information can be 
found in the monthly Astronomy Newsletter posted on our website.  

For more information please contact the coordinator  
Stuart Priest 01367 240 118. 
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BRIDGE 

Beginners.  The group that began to learn Bridge in 2017 have now graduat-
ed – with honours!  

We hope to start a new group in October.  We start from scratch and assume 
no knowledge of Bridge at all.  We already have the names of three or four 
interested people and may be able to recruit some new members at the Open 
Morning on 1st October.  If you want to know more or would like to express 
an interest please get in touch – either by using the contact details below or 
coming to chat at the Open Morning. 

We meet at 25 Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, at 10:00am., usually twice a 
month. The last group met on Mondays but the day for the new group could 
be negotiable. 

For further information contact: 
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com 

Intermediate and Experienced .  All Intermediate and Experienced groups 
meet in the Catholic Church Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway 
behind Budgen’s Car Park) from 10.00am to 12noon (please arrive by 
9.50am) on the dates given below:  

Intermediate 
 Mon Sep 9th and Wed Sep 11th 
 Mon Oct 21st and Wed Oct 9th 
 Mon Nov 18th and Wed Nov 13th  

Experienced     
 Wed Sep 25th 
 Wed Oct 23rd 
 Wed Nov 27th 

If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to 
attend. 

For further details please contact:  
Steve Braithwaite (steve.bridge1@gmail.com or 01367 240 929). 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 

We normally meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10, 
Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about a 
couple of hours including a refreshment break. 

The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’ 
standard.  Over the year members accumulate points to find the year’s top 
solver.  We have a monthly clue-writing competition and also look at things 

mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com
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of interest to cruciverbalists in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued at the 
meeting. 

Schedule for the next few months:   

20th Sep (a week earlier than normal),  25th Oct,  22nd Nov 

If you would like to know more, contact the group leader: 
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or  pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

EMBROIDERY 

Members of this small, but enthusiastic group are working on the aspects of 
this fascinating art form which interest them personally. This includes,  
stitchery, three dimensional work, gold thread embroidery and blackwork. 
New members are always welcome whether experienced workers or absolute 
beginners. We meet every second Tuesday of each month at 44, Hunters 
Field, Stanford-in-the-Vale, SN7 8LX from 2.00pm until 4.00 pm.  For fur-
ther information contact: 
Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680 or suellenpedley@aol.com). 

FAMILY HISTORY 

The next meetings of the Experienced group will take place on Friday 20th 
September and Friday 29th November.  Suggestions from members of the 
group for discussion topics are, as always, welcome.  We meet as usual at 25 
Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, but now start slightly earlier than in the past at 
10:30am. 

As Autumn approaches it is time to think about another Beginners’ Course. I 
am looking for half a dozen or so members who would like to learn how to 
research their family history.  No experience is necessary and no cost is  
involved. I will be trying to recruit some new members at the Open Morning 
on 1st October with a view to starting the course later that month.  The six 
sessions are held monthly on a day that suits (most) participants. If you 
would like more information or want to register an interest please come and 
talk to me at the Open Morning or contact me by phone or email: 
Ian Clarkson, 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com 

FOLK DANCING  

We meet on the first Thursday of each month at 2.30pm in the Catholic 
Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car Park).  

Sep 5th       Oct 3rd       Nov 5th       Dec 5th  

If anyone else would like to join us, please do.   

Contact: Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com). 

mailto:suellenpedley@aol.com
mailto:ian.clarkson@gmail.com
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS 

There is no fixed programme for Autumn 2019. The films for October and 
December will be scheduled in consultation with members of the group.  
Any prospective new members please contact:  
Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295. 

GARDENERS  

Thursday, 19th September 2019 
Visit to Aston Pottery to view their Herbaceous Borders.    Meet in the GSCP 
at 1.45pm for car sharing to Aston. 

Thursday, 17th October 2019 
Visit to Harcourt  Arboritum, with tea at Notcutts Garden Centre, Nuneham 
Courtenay. 

Using the Community Bus leaving the GSCP at 1.15pm promptly.   Cost – 
Entrance £4.00 and bus fare £7.50    Please ring Christina to reserve and pay 
for   a  place on the coach.      

Thursday, 21st November 2019 
Visit to Milletts Garden Centre to view their Christmas displays.   Meet at 
1.15pm in the GSP for car sharing to Milletts. 

For further information contact: Christina Field on 01367 241 265. 

HISTORY OF ART 

We will meet on the 19th of September and we plan to show a DVD, details 
will be circulated to members.  

On October the 17th  our subject will be Carravagio, and in November the 
21st we have yet to decide. 

All meetings take place in the Old Town Hall, at 2.30 pm and all are wel-
come,  

For further information please contact : 
Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065  or boycemairead@aol.com 

JAZZ 

We start our exciting  autumn programme on Monday September 9 with a 
new edition of Desert Island Discs – the one where you do the work and 
make the musical choices. Please bring a CD or cassette of your favourite 
music for us all to enjoy, if you can (if you’re bringing a DVD please let me 
know in advance so we can sort something out to play it on). You can also 
talk about your music if you like, but there’s no need. 
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Then on Monday October 14, Barry Stacey will be our star performer. 
Having done G and H he’ll be going further along the Jazz Alphabet so it 
will be a case of “the I’s have it, yes the I’s have it”, in  Barry’s own words. 
A month later, on Monday November 11, Rachel Holt and Jan Hall will be 
offering ‘A Local Jazz Up-Date’ to let us know what’s going on around here 
now.  And finally our Christmas Party will be on Monday December 2 
(that’s the first Monday in the month - a week earlier than usual) at the Old 
Town Hall, in the Market Place. 

We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library, Glouces-
ter Street, from 10.30am to about noon.  We try to cover all aspects of jazz 
from the early days to the present time.  So just come along if you’re interest-
ed in jazz.  There’s no need to book in advance. We charge £1 a time to cov-
er costs (including the occasional outside speaker) and tea/coffee and lemon 
drizzle cake made by Faringdon’s finest lemon drizzle cake maker.  For more 
information ring or email: 
Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or patandeve@wheare.me)  

Mah Jong 

We usually meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 2.00pm – 
4.00pm  We are a friendly group who are learning the game.  New members 
are always welcome. 

Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue 
4th September  Marlene’s (Stanford) 
18th September  Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) 
2nd   October  Venue tbc 
16th October  Venue tbc 
6th  November  Marlene’s (Stanford) 
20th  November  Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)  

For further information contact: 
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com or 
Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin22@gmail.com  

MILITARY HISTORY 

The Military History Group meets on the first Thursday of the month and 
we consider an eclectic range of topics. For more information, please con-
tact:  
Bjorn Watson at bjornwatson@btinternet.com or on 01793 782 748. 

MUSIC APPRECIATION 

We meet on the 4th Monday of each month at Faringdon Library - 10.15 for 
10.30 (refreshments before the programme begins).  Each month a presenta-
tion is given by one of our members.  The music can range from Jazz, Blues 

mailto:patandeve@wheare.me
mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com
mailto:marlenejmartin22@gmail.com
mailto:bjornwatson@btinternet.com
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through to classical music of all varieties.  Nothing is off limits.  The choice 
is up to the members.  And talking of members, new members are very  
welcome - don't worry you wont be asked to do a presentation at your first 
meeting! We are a lovely receptive group and eager to learn about music  - 
any sort of music. 

September   Richard Strauss,  
October   TBA  
November   Beethoven 

For further details please contact: 
Beryl Cooper 01367 242 908 or beryl.cooper12@gmail.com for Septem-
ber only and from then on, 
Pete Stone 07990 916 539 or petestone45@btinternet.com.  
Our thanks go to Beryl for all the years she has run the Music Appreciation 
Group.  Enjoy being in the audience instead of being "in charge".   

OPERA 

The next meeting of the Opera Group, on Monday 9 September 2019, will 
be the first of the 2019–2020 season; this is the fifteenth season of the group. 
Over the years we have seen more than 150 operas, exploring not only the 
full operatic repertoire but different production styles. 

The programme for 2019-2020, which will be published on the web site,  
explores as usual the full operatic repertoire ranging from Handel’s 
‘Theodora’ to Dean’s ‘Hamlet’ (both incidentally from Glyndebourne Opera) 
by way of Mozart, Verdi, Donizetti, Rossini, Bizet, Berlioz and Puccini start-
ing with Dvorak and with a Christmas special from Jerome Kern. 

For September the opera will be ‘Rusalka’ by Dvorak from Metropolitan 
Opera, New York. For October we shall enjoy Bizet’s ‘Carmen’ followed in 
November by Donizetti’s ‘Don Pasquale’ before the Christmas frivolity of 
Kern’s ‘Showboat’ from San Francisco Opera.  

As previously, there will be three showings; these are 
 First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon 
 Tel: 01367 240 713) usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A 
 Monthly Meeting.  Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm; 

The second will be at the home of  Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, 
Faringdon, Tel : 01367 241 295); 

The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines,  
Faringdon Tel: 01367 241 430) typically starting at 2:00pm finishing 
at approximately 5:30pm; 
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For details please contact:  
Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or anthony.burdall@burdall.net),  
Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or 
Linda Leggett (01367 241 430). 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

The final meeting of the Photographic Group for the 2018-19 year, in July 
2019, was a photo review and selection of ‘annual photos’; the winner for the 
photograph taken as part a Photographic Group activity was by Phillip  
Parsons with a close up of a bee collecting nectar and the winner of a  
photograph taken elsewhere was by David Mitchell of Minster Lovell.  

The programme for the new year 2019-20, which is published on the web 
site, includes a mixture of photographic expeditions, assignments and talks. 
The first meeting of the new year, on Wednesday 11 September, will be a 
Photographic Expedition to Oxford Bus Museum ‘Old Transport’.  In Octo-
ber there will be another  Photographic expedition to Broughton Castle, Ban-
bury ‘Architecture and gardens’ followed in November with a photo review 
plus discussion on image technical quality and how to achieve it. December 
will be a Christmas expedition to  Bath or Winchester Christmas Market, or 
Oxford Christmas, or Tyntesfield, Somerset ‘Victorian Christmas’. 

The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm 
at the home of : 
Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel: 01367 240 713;  
Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).  

Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce 
better images. 

PLAY READING 

We now meet at 7 Glebe Road, Stanford in the Vale from 10.30 - 12.30 on a 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday morning, so it is necessary to contact 
Mary if people are interested.  
For more information contact Mary Love on  01367 710 754 
or maryvivienlove@yahoo.com  

POETRY 

September we'll write about 'Sunflowers' 
In October appropriate 'Mist' 
For November our subject is 'Water' 
I'm sure you'll get the gist 

 

mailto:anthony.burdall@burdall.net
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We now meet on the first Monday of the month at 10.30am in Faringdon 
Library:   

2 September 2019       7 October 2019     4 November 2019  

Bring yourself, and words chosen with care and might. 

If you would like to know more, call:  
Sand Cooper on 01367 243 831 or email sand.co15@rocketmail.com 

QIGONG 

Qigong is a holistic system of self-healing originating in China.  Qigong 
practice includes gentle movements,  relaxation, breathing, and short medita-
tion techniques. 

It is a gentle and enjoyable form of exercise, Qigong can help to improve 
circulation and mobility for all.  Our core practice is based on the Tai Chi 
Qigong Shibashi form which is accessible for the less mobile as it can also be 
practiced whilst sitting.  We practice many forms of Qigong, such as the 
Healing forms, Silk Reeling movements to work on the spine and the differ-
ent joints of the body.  Our group is for mixed abilities, men and women.  

We meet weekly on Friday mornings. Jubilee Room, The Pump House, 
Faringdon Group 1 - 10.00 am until 11.00am.  Group 2 - 11.15am until 12.15 
pm.  Both groups are full at the moment.  If you would like to be placed on 
our waiting list or for more information please contact:  
Janette Saville (01367 243 958) or  janettesaville@icloud.com 

QUILTING 

The Patchwork & Quilting Group meets on the last Wednesday of the 
month from 2pm - 4pm at the United Church. 

Beginners and long-term quilters are all very welcome.  We teach hand and 
machine quilting. 

For more information contact: Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713. 

QUIZ 
Sep 13th   Oct 11th  Nov 15th Dec 13th  

Do you like to find out all sorts of interesting facts and maybe tell us some 
more?  Our quizzes are very varied (different quizmasters) and we try not to 
have too many about celebrities!  So come along to our quiz group in the Old 
Town Hall on the 2nd Friday in the month (mostly!) start time 10:30am 

Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241 296 or  
email sylkenbow@talktalk.net 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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RAMBLERS 

2019 Ramblers Programme: 

Thursday 26 September - meet at GSCP 0930 for car sharing to Duckling-
ton, or meet at Ducklington duck pond, OX29 7UP @ 0955. Walk led by 
Wendy Spicer, 07840 295 464. 

Thursday 24 October - meet at GSCP 0930 for car sharing to Quenington, 
or meet at The Keepers Arms, Quenington, GL7 5BL @ 0955. Walk led by 
Simon Coe, 01367 252 495 or 07736 177 905. 

Thursday 28 November - meet at GSCP 0930 for car sharing to Swindon or 
meet at Coate Water park, SN3 6AA @0955.  Walk led by Marcus  
Lapthorn, 01367 242 559 or 07811 942 108 

Length of U3A Rambles: These will generally be circular walks between 5 
and 6.5 miles and there will usually be a pub or cafe stop at the end. The 
pace will be moderate and there will be a short break for drinks about half 
way.  Full details of each walk can be found on our U3A website. 

For more information contact:  
Marcus Lapthorn (01367 242 559 and 07811 942 108) 
Email: marcuslapthorn@gmail.com 

RECORDER CONSORT 

The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere on 
instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows access to a wide 
range of music.  We normally meet in the afternoons of the third and last 
Thursday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting 
at 2.00pm.  Sessions are of about two hours duration including a break for 
refreshments.  

We recently played at the Coleshill Peace Fete and at FollyFest in July and 
at the Summer Lunch in August 

Schedule for the next few months:  
19th & 26th** Sep,  ** a different venue will be needed for this meeting   
17th & 31st Oct    
21st & 28th  Nov  

For more information contact:  
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

The Autumn programme for the Science and Technology Group is as  
follows: 

Wednesday 18th September - Visit to the Science Museum, London by 
coach, shared with the Theatre Group. A few seats may still be available for 
anyone interested. 

Tuesday 1st October - Talk on " Viruses " by Dr Kathryn Scott who is now 
at the University of Liverpool. 

November - Proposed visit to the BMW Mini assembly plant in Oxford, 
hopefully to see the new electric model production line. 

Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363 
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com  or from the website. 

SCRABBLE 

If you understand the joy of JO, QI and ZO; the satisfaction of a seven-letter 
word and why coloured squares are your friends, join fellow wordsmiths at 
the newly revived Scrabble group. 

We shall meet at Faringdon Library on the last Thursday of each month 
(when it is closed to the public) from 2.30pm until 4.30pm.  The aim is to 
enjoy ourselves so, initially, there will only be friendly competition (with 

prizes  ).  We can adapt this if enough people want to play with more vig-
our. 

There will be no need for fees and refreshments will be provided. 

It would be helpful to know how many people to expect, so please email me 
beforehand at: rosalind.ann.burns@gmail.com 

Looking forward to seeing you. 

SEAMS LIKE FUN 

Meetings take place from 2pm to 4pm on the first Monday of the month.                                                                                                                
If you would like to go back to dress-making or start from scratch come and 
join us at 2 Fernham Road Faringdon.  

For details contact: Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713. 

STRIDERS 

Walks will be advertised on the website in due course. 

Contact: Françoise Stacey  b.f.stacey@outlook.com  or  01367 241 813.   

mailto:roncolyersandt@gmail.com
mailto:rosalind.ann.burns@gmail.com
mailto:b.f.stacey@outlook.com
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STROLLERS  

Walks are between 3 and 4 miles at a leisurely pace, followed by lunch at a 
cafe or pub.  Please let me know if you are coming so car sharing can be ar-
ranged.  New members are very welcome. 

Contact Lynn Pettit at 01367 242 019 or lynnkpettit@gmail.com 

Tuesday 10 September.  Meet at GSCP at 10.00am for a circular walk 
around Ardington.  Lunch afterwards at the Grocer Chef village cafe. 

Tuesday 8 October.  Meet at GSCP for a circular walk around Chimney 
Meadows.  Lunch afterwards at Aston Pottery. 

Tuesday 12 November.  Meet at Market Place, Faringdon to catch the 10.05 
bus to Oxford.  A linear walk along the Oxford Canal with lunch in Wolver-
cote.  Regular buses back to Oxford. 

THEATREGOERS  

It is rarely possible to notify you of outings in here but if you are on the mail-
ing list you will get prior notice and keep checking the web site, it is the most 
up to date! So if you do not receive emails or letters and would like to, then 
contact me: 
Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added. 
Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is: 
Jane Horey, 01793 766 177 or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk 

UKULELE 

We meet on alternate Fridays ( Faringdon green recycle  bin week).  United 
Church Hall 2.00 – 4.00.  For more details, please contact: 
George Bonner on 07534 481 401 or at bonnrice18@gmail.com, or  
Gene on genewebb@rocketmail.com. 

WINE APPRECIATION GROUP 

Recent meetings 

May – Matching wines with foods 
Two of our multi-talented Cellar Team swapped their corkscrews for oven 
gloves and serving spoons at our May meeting so our members could evalu-
ate the suitability of the eight wines on the table against six carefully chosen 
‘problem’ food flavours.  There were no recommendations, it was up to each 
of us to decide whether the sparkling wine went better with the tapas plate 
than did the rosé, or whether the chenin blanc coped more positively with the 
fish and chips than the pinot noir or fizz.  And the standout result?  The  
powerfully sweet dessert wine was as good with the stilton as was the port.  

mailto:lynnkpettit@gmail.com
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June – Mosel tasting tour  
There’s a short report on this excellent trip on pages 14 and 15. 

Upcoming meetings 

24 September  Supermarket Challenge II.  Barber Rooms at 1400. 
Last year we put Tesco, Aldi and Sainsbury’s to the test with a blind tasting 
of matched red and white wines. Aldi put on a bravura performance and 
came first in three of the four categories. But now three other popular super-
markets in our area are getting the same treatment, so do come along for 
what will be an afternoon full of useful information and tasty wines. NB 
Bookings close on 10th September. More on our U3A webpage. 

19 November – Expert tasting. 
Brian Davis, a Member of the Association of Wine Educators, will conduct 
a tutored tasting of Portuguese wines.  

10 December – Festive Lunch. 
The high spot of our year is the Group’s festive lunch at Sadler’s Restaurant.  

New members 

Wine Appreciation Group members are an unstuffy bunch who want to learn 
about wines that will help them choose the best – whatever the time or place. 
We meet six times a year in Faringdon or nearby. All U3A members are very 
welcome and there’s no annual subscription, just a cost-covering charge for 
each event. More details on our web page. 

For more information contact: David Burn on 01367 240 670. 
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THAMES VALLEY NETWORK  
NEWS  

From the perspective of Faringdon U3A, the Thames Valley Network exists 
to provide Study Days and to offer the opportunity to secure places on those 
of our choice.  To that end, it is worth pointing out that in 2018 all the Study 
Days were oversubscribed and almost all of them were repeated – and were 
again fully booked.  The standard across the board is very high.  So it is 
clearly important to respond quickly in the booking process.  For those mem-
bers who do not have access to the internet, it would be a good idea to ‘ask a 
friend’ to ensure you do not miss out. 

The outline plans for the rest of the year are as follows: 

22nd October – Ukulele Activities Day at Benson, Details, application form 
and flyer are now available.  

25th October – Representatives Meeting at Benson 

11th November – SE Region Autumn Gathering at Alton  SE Region Au-
tumn Gathering 

21st November – Britain’s Ancient Past Study Day at Benson.  Please note 
that as of 12th August no more applications will be accepted as all spaces 
have been filled and the waiting list is full. 

26th November – Thames Valley Network Study Day at Benson 

3rd December – Christmas Concert – St. James's Church, Paddington 

Unfortunately the First Aid day, which had been scheduled for July 4th, 
could not go ahead as planned, but we hope to hold it at a later date. 

I will send out booking forms immediately they become available – to those 
who have asked to be informed of upcoming events by email.  Please contact 
me for any further details:  
Peter Foot on  01367 358 394 and p.foot47@gmail.com 

RIVIERA TRAVEL  
Should any member of our U3A book a holiday with Riviera Travel, 
please inform them  that you are a Faringdon & District U3A member, 
and then Riviera Travel will pay us a commission.  
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Photograph of the 
Year 

Taken elsewhere than a 
Photography Group  
activity.  
‘Bee’ by Phillip Parsons  

Taken as part a Photo-
graphic Group expedition 
or assignment or activity. 
‘Minster Lovell’ by David 
Mitchell 


