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MEETINGS CALENDAR 

Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each 
month.  Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a  
welcome from the Chairman and notices.  The main event - usually a visiting 
speaker - is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group 
Leaders and socialise. 

Thursday 12th December 2019.  To be held in the United Church. 
This month Sally-Ann Spence, a lecturer at Oxford Natural History Museum 
will speak on the topic of “Dung Beetles”.  Sally-Ann is an informed and 
engaging science educator who has spent many years enthusing children and 
adults alike with the wonders of invertebrates.  She is the founder of 
Minibeast Mayhem, a specialist teaching company.  She takes great delight 
in delivering lively material on this often misunderstood and underrated  
section of Biology.  Keen to increase factual engagement with invertebrates  

Thursday 9th January 2020 
This month we celebrate the New Year once again with our January Japes. 
Following a lovely meal our speaker will be Mr Al Sylvester whose  
presentation is called, “My Walk to Freedom.”  The talk gives details of his  
personal account of his unsupported 881 miles walk between Land’s End and 
John O Groats. 

Thursday 13th February 2020 
Our speaker this month is Howard Robinson who will talk about Eleanor 
of Aquitaine, one truly amazing lady who was King John’s mother.  King 
Henry II and his wife Eleanor often stopped with the royal court at  
Worcester cathedral where Howard is a volunteer guide.  She was one of the 
most powerful and influential figures of the Middle Ages.  Inheriting a vast 
estate at the age of 15 which made her the most sought-after bride of her 
generation.  She would eventually become the queen of France, the queen of 
England and lead a crusade to the Holy Land. 

Thursday 12th March 2020 
Dr Lynda Ware works at Cochrane UK in Oxford and was for many years a 
GP in Oxfordshire and she will talk about Evidence Based Medicine. 
Cochrane UK aims to raise awareness and knowledge by producing high 
quality research which is made available to healthcare professionals.  This is 
certainly a topic of interest to everyone. 

Thursday 9th April 2020 
This month we are pleased to welcome Bernard Purrier who will talk about 
Whales and Dolphins – A Look into their World.  Bernard regularly  
presents to a wide variety of groups.  This talk will give lots of fascinating 
facts, provide a look at their evolution, their behaviours linked to their ad-
vanced intelligence, the ways in which they have adapted to their environ-
ment and the increasing threats to their habitats which threaten their ultimate 
survival. 

2 



3 

Thursday 14th May 2020 
We are always pleased when one of our members is willing to give a talk and 
this month, we are pleased that Danielle Mills will tell us all about the work 
of the organisation, Medical Detection Dogs.  This organisation trains dogs 
to detect the odour of human disease. It is at the forefront of the research into 
the fight against cancer and helping people with life-threatening diseases.  

Thursday 11th June 2020 
Natural History is a subject that interests most members and this month we 
are very lucky to have Richard Rickitt, the editor of Bee Craft as our speak-
er.  His talk is called, ‘Introducing the Amazing Honey Bee’ and he ex-
plains lots of intriguing facts about bees.  He is very passionate on this sub-
ject and what began as a hobby is now a job.  He will also bring some of his 
own honey to sell and always urges everyone to buy from local bee keepers. 

Thursday 9th July 2020 
We welcome back Valerie Calderbank who entertained us by speaking 
about A Tour of the Universe, last year.  This time her talk in entitled, 
“Observing the Universe”.  She will tell us what you might expect to see 
from Earth if you look up at the night sky.  This includes descriptions of the 
Moon, Sun, Planets, Stars, Galaxies, Constellations, Meteor Showers and 
more. 

August.  Summer Lunch – date to be confirmed 

Thursday 10th September 2020 
A rather unusual title has been given to this month’s talk, “Cloth from 
Thread, Curd from Milk and Ring of Gold” and the talk will consider 
three ways of looking at the world.  David Lacey, is the speaker and he  
intends to examine the thinking framework which we use to interpret the 
facts. He considers that they are the glasses through which we see the world 
and hopes to open our eyes to seeing the world afresh.  This will certainly be 
rather different from many of our talks which are mainly about facts and  
unfamiliar situations. 

Thursday 8th October 2020 
We are delighted to welcome back Paul Colley showing his amazing images 
of underwater animals and much more!  He will provide a photography  
related talk with the emphasis on the marine environment and his  
conservation work which is full of interesting stories and pictures.  Paul is a 
freelance wildlife photographer and winner of the British Wildlife  
Photography Awards.  His work has been used by the BBC and published in 
many newspapers. 

Thursday 12th November 2020 
An opportunity to purchase books for grandchildren in time for Christmas! 
Debi Evans is an author of children’s books and her talk is entitled, 
“Dragons and Rescue Dogs – My Inspiration to Write Books.” She writes 
as if she is her Jack Russell and her books include lots of history woven into 
the adventure stories in which Rolo (the dog) takes part in the events.  She is 
an experienced speaker having spoken at festivals and to many groups. 
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
Welcome to the Winter edition of the Newsletter. 

I note with some interest that last year, we were also enjoying a late 
autumn spell of bright, sunny weather and low and behold, it is every 
bit as lovely today … chilly, but dry.  The garden has been tidied for 
the winter and the spring bulbs planted, but with a touch of sunny 
weather the grass will need one more cut. 

Since the last Newsletter, we have had our Open Day, held in the Corn 
Exchange on Tuesday 1st October.  It was a splendid morning where 
we could enjoy talking to Group Leaders, be able to sign up and try 
something new, look at examples of crafts, music, art work or photo-
graphs and to soak up the enthusiasm for what Faringdon & District 
U3A is all about.  There was a steady flow of newcomers as well as 
existing members and everyone there made a huge effort to make the 
occasion interesting and inviting.  A big ‘Thank You’ to everyone 
who gave their time and effort and as a result 11 new members were 
signed up and enough people were interested in learning Bridge that a 
new Beginners class is viable and the Scrapbookers are up and  
running.  A very big Thank You also to the Committee members and 
their spouses who were able to be there offering support wherever it 
was needed. 

Our General Meetings continue to attract a large following.  The last 
two topics have taken us into the realm of Dangerous Animals with Dr 
David Jones making a most welcome return, and in October, we were 
treated to the amazing, award-winning photography of Paul Colley, 
with a special emphasis on Bats.  I think even the most hardened anti-
bat lobby could not fail to be impressed by Paul’s incredible  
photography and we are delighted that he will be returning next year.  
Our eagerly anticipated talk from Pauline Thomas; The Wonders of 
Westonbirt was wonderful.  In December we are looking forward to 
the visit of Sally-Ann Spence with her talk on Dung Beetles and of 
course after Christmas we have January Japes to look forward to.  
Brush off those winter blues with a delicious 2-course lunch from  
Sadlers (with an accompanying drink) followed by tea or coffee.  If 
you wish to come, please reply early.  The details can be found on 
pages 6 and 7. To really make the day special we have got a talk from 
Al Sylvester.  This is of course open to all members not just those who 
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have lunched – we aim to start the speaker at the normal meeting time 
of 2:30pm. 

As you know, the Prime Minister has called a General Election for 
Thursday 12th December so our meeting will be relocated to the  
United Church on Coxwell Street, Faringdon.  More notices will be 
going out about this change of venue soon. 

As many of you know already, Mary Worrell has been in joint charge 
of refreshments along with Pete Stone for a long time, but in October 
she decided that it was time to hand over the responsibility and has 
reluctantly stepped down. We thank Mary most sincerely for all her 
hard work and are hoping to start a rota of volunteers to help Pete. If 
you are able to help out, please sign up. It takes at least two and better 
still three people in the kitchen to make sure we can all enjoy  
refreshments after the talks, and it is fair if we share the load … and 
earn the Chairman’s undying gratitude. 

For our U3A purposes, your renewal and payment must be received 
before the end of January 2020, or your U3A membership will lapse 
and you will not be eligible to attend General Meetings or to  
participate in any Interest Groups.  We hope that those who do internet 
banking will choose to use our online facility which will be available 
from the 1st December.  Fill in the online renewal form on the 
‘Contacts & Membership’ page of our website and click ‘submit’.  
Then log on to your bank and pay FaringdonU3A the appropriate sum 
– details of the sort code and account number etc are all on the  
website.  When we have received your online renewal form, you will 
get an email acknowledgement. 

Don’t worry if you don’t use online banking because you will also  
receive a Subscription Renewal Form in a separate mailing, early in 
January next year, which you can complete and return with a cheque. 

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

To all members of Faringdon & District U3A  

Margaret Brown 
 

chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk  
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January Japes Menu 
 

Thursday 9th January 
at 12.15 for a 12.30 start 

in the Corn Exchange 

 
1.  Steak & Ale Flaked Pastry Pie, Mashed Potato & Caramelised  

Onions with seasonal green vegetables 
 

2.  Boursin Chicken Ballotine on Potato with Wilted Spinach &  
Blistered Plum Tomatoes 

 
3.  Pan Fried Seasoned Salmon on Bouillabaisse Sauce with baby  

potatoes and seasonal vegetables 
 

4.  Mediterranean Mille Feuille on Ratatouille with baby potatoes 
 

~~ 
 

A.  Warm Chocolate Brownie with Clotted Cream 
 

B.  Spiced Apple Crumble with Vanilla Pod Custard 
 

C.  Ripe Camembert with Oaty Biscuits and Grapes 
 

~~ 
 

Glass of Wine/Sparkling Water 
 

~~ 
 

Coffee/Tea 



7 

 

U3A JANUARY JAPES 
in the CORN EXCHANGE 

 
Thursday 9th January at 12.15 for a 12.30 start,  

followed by (should you wish to stay) Mr Al Sylvester whose presentation is 
called, “My Walk to Freedom.”  The talk is a personal account of his 
unsupported 881 miles walk between Land’s End and John O Groats. 

The price, per person, is £16, to include a two-course meal with tea or coffee 
and a glass of wine or a soft drink. There will be no facility to purchase  

additional alcoholic or non-alcoholic drinks, but Members attending may 
bring with them additional drinks of their choice: a limited range of  

glassware will be made available for this purpose  

Please: 

Write your choice of meal in the box below, for each person you 
are booking for, using a letter and a number from the menu  

opposite.  Cut the box out and send it with your cheque payable to 
Faringdon & District U3A Main Account to: 

Rita Higazi: 4 Tollington Court, Faringdon  SN7 7LD 
(01367 244 494) 

Enclose a stamped addressed envelope for the return of your 
ticket(s), or collect at the meeting on Thursday 12th December. 

 N.B. The deadline for booking is 30th December. 

Name ………………………………………………….. 

    Email address :……………………………………  

    Tel :   …………………………… 

     Person 1  Main meal: (1-4)_____ Dessert: (A-C)_____ 

     Person 2  Main meal: (1-4)_____ Dessert: (A-C)_____ 

     Person 3  Main meal: (1-4)_____ Dessert: (A-C)_____ 

     Person 4  Main meal: (1-4)_____ Dessert: (A-C)_____ 

     I enclose payment for  £ …………… by cheque / cash 
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DEADLINE FOR SPRING 2020 NEWSLETTER 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the  
Editor: Geoff Brown, 15 Eaton Close, Faringdon SN7 7FG 

Tel: 01367 615 385; Email: newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

by Wednesday 12th February 2020 

The Spring Newsletter will cover March, April and May. 
It will be posted to all members in early March. 

FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A COMMITTEE 2018/19 

Margaret  
Brown 

Chairman 
 

01367 615 385 
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Roger 
Wilkins 

Secretary 

 

01793 293 438 
rogatmidfield@aol.com 

Neal  
Cotton 

Groups  
Co-ordinator 

01367  252 495 
91gometz@gmail.com 

Liz  

Cunningham 

Membership  
Secretary 

01367 242 626 
membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Ricky  

Cunningham 

IT/Website  
Coordinator 

01367 242 626 
 itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Peter  
Foot 

Thames Valley 
Representative 

01367 358 046 
p.foot47@gmail.com 

Rita  
Higazi 

Events and  
Venue Team 

01367 244 494 

ritahigazi@hotmail.com 

Danielle  
Mills  

Programme 
Team 

01367 718 625  

danielle@dcspi.com  

Peter  
Robinson 

Events and  
Venue Team 

01367 718 566 

peterrobinsonnew@aol.com 

Shela  
Rowan 

Speakers  
Coordinator 

01367 243 636 

smr280652@gmail.com 

Alison  
Thomson 

Vice Chair-
man/Publicity  

01367 241 204 

amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk 

Nigel  
Wilkinson 

Treasurer 01367 242 809 
nwilkinson@btinternet.com 

mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
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MEMBERS’ NEWS 

We welcome 31 new members. 

From Faringdon: Molly Barbie, Susan & Alvin Blackie, Linda Cox, Linda 
Edwards, Yan Hou, Therese Maitland, Christine McKnight, Eddie Mizzi, 
Nigel & Mandy Saunders, Joy Smith, Gerry & Jenny Tierney, Richard & 
Tessa Timms, Jennifer Townsend, David Turner, Sally Vickerson, Gail 
Walton,  

From Buckland: Christopher Langham 

From Cirencester: Indira Vanar 

From East Hanney: Wendy Nathan & Thomas Palmer 

From Fairford: Marilyn Gibbon 

From Lechlade: Meg Stewart 

From Shrivenham: Avis Vines 

From Stanford in the Vale: Helen Dick, Lisa Ryan 

From Wantage: Frankie Porter 

From Watchfield: Judith Lynes 

We were sorry to hear of the death of  Colin Holman 

 
General Meeting 12th December 2019 

 
Due to the General Election on 12th December 
2019, The Corn Exchange will be used as a 
Polling Station.  The U3A meeting will  
therefore take place in the United Church at the 
usual time of 2.30pm. 
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In September, Dr David Jones, who 
works at the Natural History Muse-
um and lectures at Imperial College, 
London, followed 
last year’s fascinat-
ing “The Rain For-
est” talk, with an 
intriguing and de-
lightful adventure 
into the world of 
“The 20 Most Dan-
gerous Animals.” 

Following audience 
suggestions includ-
ing; humans, mos-
quitoes, spiders, 
flies, hippos, bacte-
ria and tigers, Da-
vid produced a list 
of the twenty most 
dangerous animals, 
reproduced by permission of the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
which is funding $500M for re-
search!  

Concentrating on wild animals only, 
he mentioned briefly that cows and 
horses also kill many hundreds of 
people every year worldwide. 

Unsurprisingly Aedes aegypti, the 
malaria carrying mosquitoes topped 
the list, killing about 725,000 people 
each year.  This number has declined 
rapidly from tens of millions of 

deaths globally some ten years ago, 
and while many people have malar-
ia, which severely debilitates, it does 

not necessarily kill.  
Although there were 
333,000 recorded kill-
ings by tigers be-
tween 1800 and 2009, 
they were not top of 
the list! 

Dr Jones continued 
through his list of 20 
Dangerous Animals, 
giving statistics of 
annual, worldwide 
fatalities and surpris-
ing us with some of 
the results. Humans at 
No 2 caused 475,000 
deaths in 2014. Wars 
and epidemics have 

helped to keep this rating high 
throughout the centuries. 

Predictably high on the list were 
Tsetse flies, which kill 9,000 people 
annually in sub-Saharan Africa, and 
in countries around the equator Scor-
pions kill over 3,000 each year. 
Roundworm virus and tapeworms 
account for 4,500 deaths between 
them but medicine is available to 
avoid serious illness after a foreign 
holiday.  

Meeting - Thursday 12th September  
 
 

“THE MOST DANGEROUS ANIMALS ” 
 

Dr David Jones  

ACTIVITIES REPORTS 
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Records show that Saltwater croco-
diles kill 1000 people in Australia 
and Africa annually, and five of the 
eleven species of crocodiles are 
known killers, while hippos, ele-
phants and lions only kill 400, 100 
and 80 people respectively in a year. 
Jellyfish account for 100 deaths a 
year, but remember, in an emergen-
cy, stings can be treated with vinegar 
or urine! 

Among the most venomous are Red 
backs, Funnel webs, black widow 
spiders and the Brazilian wandering 
spider. Lower down the list, Cone 
Snails killing 40-50 a year, mainly in 
Pacific areas. Wolves: - 12 people, 8 
of whom were forest workers living 
in Siberia. Finally, at No 20 - sharks. 
Despite many attacks, there were 
only 6 recorded deaths.  

And now to Dr Jones’ favourite sub-
ject … snakes, even those that fly! 

With 3,000 species of snake world-
wide only 450 are dangerous to hu-
mans.  The four main families of 
snakes are: the vipers, the colubrids, 
the elapids and the pythons. There 
are three types of snake venom: 
hemotoxic, damages blood vessels 
and causes haemorrhaging; neuro-
toxin, paralyses the heart and respira-
tion and myotoxic, causes severe 
muscular pain. The difference be-
tween venom and poison is that ven-
om must be ingested, and poison 
must be swallowed.  If you swallow 
snake venom it will not kill you. 

Medical research has successfully 
developed anti-venom even against 
the world’s most venomous snake, 
the Inland Taipan, from the interior 
of Australia, resulting in only 1 death 

in 19 years. The Belcher’s Sea Snake 
is the second most venomous, alt-
hough their mouths are so tiny that it 
is difficult for them to bite a human.  
Other snakes include the Cobra 
(12th), the King Cobra (17th) and 
the Rattlesnakes (23rd) on the list. 

In 1998 a total of 25,000 snakebites 
was recorded in Europe, 4 million in 
Asia with a total of 5.5million snake-
bites around the world.  The number 
of deaths is very different, showing 
only 2.5% of people dying of a 
snakebite, due to anti-venom or a 
warning, ‘dry bite’ from the snake.  
The highest death rate is in Asia, 
with Sri Lanka having the highest 
per capita. Whilst Australia has 80% 
of the world’s most venomous 
snakes, they only recorded 3 deaths. 
The most dangerous is the Russell’s 
Viper – 30,000 a year and the Saw-
Scaled Viper, killing 20,000 both in 
Asia.  Other major killers are the 
Common Krait and the Indian Cobra 
in Asia and in Africa the Gaboon 
Viper, the Black Mamba and the 
Boomslang. Out of the 18 species of 
cobras in Asia, the Spitting Cobra 
can spray venom into your eyes up 
to 8 feet away; the King Cobra is the 
only snake to stay and protect its 
young. The infamous snake charmer 
cuts off the fangs of the Cobra, so 
that it cannot strike, and the snake 
appears to dance is because it fol-
lows the position of the pipe, as it 
would normally follow its prey. 

Thank you to Dr David Jones, for 
another wonderful talk.      

A version of this account by Danielle 
Mills appeared in the October  
edition of The Folly. 
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This month Faringdon U3A were 
treated to the most amazing photo-
graphic presentation by Paul Colley, 
a freelance wildlife photographer 
who strives to make images count 
more in the conservation of rivers, 
oceans 
and other 
environ-
ments, 
through 
his exper-
tise in 
underwa-
ter pho-
tography.  
To this 
end, Flora 
and Fauna 
Interna-
tional 
commis-
sioned Paul to do a year of work in 
Cambodia, to convince the govern-
ment to commission a Marine Re-
serve.  

Back in Britain he started a rivers 
project and the need to place cameras 
safely under shallow water lead to 
him designing and building new 
photographic equipment to enable 
the pictures he wanted.  It was when 
packing up after taking pictures of 
Trout that he noticed bats flitting 
around and lifting insects off the 

surface of the river.  Paul thought 
this would be a good picture to take 
and this is where the bat story starts. 

He said that it is important to plan 
ahead, making sketches of the final 

photo-
graph he 
wanted 
and think-
ing about 
the pic-
ture be-
fore 
choosing 
the equip-
ment and 
camera.  
He 
demon-
strated a 
camera 

trap which used intercepting beams 
and mirrors, which when the bats 
pass through them, trigger first the 
camera and then the flash or strobe 
lights.   

Taking pictures of small fast-moving 
bats at night takes a lot of patience, 
trial and error and up to 14 months 
was spent on building and setting up 
reliable useful equipment.    All 18 
species of bats are legally protected 
in the UK.  After speaking to the Bat 
Conservation Trust and Natural Eng-

Meeting - Thursday 10th October  
  

“BATS – SECRET LIVES REVEALED WITH AWARD  
WINNING PHOTOGRAPHY ”  

  

Paul Colley CB, OBE, ARPS 
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land, the main advice was not to 
disturb them, including the use of 
flash, so he used infrared and low 
light photography instead.    

Some bats are tiny, about the size of 
an adult thumb with a wingspan of 
an A5 piece of paper, weighing 
about 10 grammes.  Flying at about 
40 kilometres per hour they are a 
difficult target, particularly at night 

Paul uses a bat detector to find the 
bats.  A bat detector converts the bat 
sounds from ultrasound to frequen-
cies that the human ear can hear.  
Smart phone applications can deter-
mine the breed of bats from the 
sound.  He demonstrated the sounds 
of Soprano Pipistrelle, Daubenton's, 
and Noctule bats.  Noctule bats are 
very large, fly high early in the even-
ing and can often be seen. 

Paul set out to capture spectacular 
images of British wildlife, particular-
ly bats, in a way that others had not, 
in order to express their freedom and 
their hunting flight path. 

We then saw some stunning images 
of bats hunting, using their legs and 
tails to scoop insects off the surface 

of the water.  Some images with the 
bat mirrored in the still water and 
Paul was also able to capture the 
insect prey.  The images were truly 
amazing and showed how Paul has 
been able to gain many prestigious 
awards for his work. 

Paul hopes to capture images of the 
Natterer's bat.   Its broad wings ena-
ble it to fly slowly in woodland and 
prey on a wide variety of insects.  
The Natterer’s bat has a swoop like 
the others but with fine hairs that can 
glean insects from leaves.  It has 
such good hearing that it can track 
insects moving across leaves.  It can 
even snatch spiders from their webs! 

Using strobe lights Paul has captured 
the flight path of bats and their in-
sects over several wing beats and has 
started taking bat pictures against 
interesting backgrounds for a more 
artistic effect. 

Paul also works with local bat groups 
like the Wiltshire Bat Group helping 
to record and conserve bats.         

A version of this account by Shela  
Rowan appeared in the November 
edition of The Folly. 

DON’T FORGET  
TO RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION  

EITHER ON-LINE FROM 1st DECEMBER 
or USING THE FORM YOU’LL RECEIVE IN JANUARY. 

See Chairman’s Message on Pages 4 and 5 
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We were delighted to welcome Paul-
ine Thomas, a Volunteer from Wes-
tonbirt Arboretum to talk to us about 
its history, the management aspects 
of the organisation and to show pic-
tures of 
the arbo-
retum 
through-
out the 
seasons. 

It encom-
passes 600 
acres of 
which 
more than 
half is 
Silk Wood 
(bought in 
1840).  There are also two other 
areas, one known as the Old Arbore-
tum and the other The Downs.  The 
whole area is a Grade 1 listed Histor-
ic Landscape, next to Prince Charles’ 
home at Highgrove.   

Robert Holford (1808-1892), one of 
the UK’s ten richest men at the time, 
was responsible for starting Wes-
tonbirt, in one of his many estates.  
He was an avid traveller and brought 
back many trees and plants that had 
never been seen in Europe before. 

His son George inherited the estate, 
but when he died in 1926, childless, 
the arboretum was passed to the Earl 
of Morley, subsequently going into 

public ownership in lieu of death 
duties. 

Robert Holford built Westonbirt 
House in the 1860-70s, opposite the 

Arbore-
tum, with 
very unu-
sual fea-
tures:  an 
iron 
frame-
work as a 
fire pre-
caution, a 
small 
railway to 
take coal 
from the 
cellars to 

the ovens, and a hydraulic system 
which powered the service lift and 
the organ.  There is a formal Italian 
garden which should also be visited. 

Westonbirt is mainly limestone, 
therefore alkaline, but it also has two 
deep and fertile areas of acid soil.  
This enabled him to grow plants 
which would not otherwise thrive in 
the Cotswolds. 

Silk Wood was an ancient woodland 
managed by coppicing, which young 
George planted successfully at a later 
date.  The Old Arboretum was pure 
grassland until Robert Holford start-
ed planting in the middle of the 19th 
century.    

Meeting – Thursday 14th November  

“The Wonders of Westonbirt ”  

Pauline Thomas  
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Holford did his planting purely for 
the pleasure of the trees and what 
the arrangements looked like, as he 
travelled through them.  He would 
not have been able to see them as 
we can today, as he was planting 
saplings.  His vision was extraordi-
nary.  He used curved paths to en-
courage exploration of what was to 
come.  He designed the trees so that 
they will be beautiful from the 
house, although the house had not 
even been built at that time!  He 
even moved a whole village to a 
different location!   

Earl Morley sold the house which, 
still to this day is a school, at the 
same time as the Arboretum went 
into the hands of Forestry England 
who opened the garden to the public 
in 1961, although it was also being 
used as a research establishment. 

There are over 15000 trees, 1777 
different species, making it one of 
the most diverse collections in the 
world.  There are 139 Champion 
Trees, being the tallest in the coun-
try.  There are over 100 trees that 
are endangered in their natural habi-
tat e.g. the Cedar of Lebanon and 
the Monkey Puzzle tree. 

Tree management is undertaken by 
only six members of staff, with 

some volunteers.  Replacement trees 
are grown from seeds collected in the 
wild and exotic locations and some of 
these seeds are grown on as experi-
ments against climate change.  Some 
are returned to their home countries if 
the tree is endangered and some are 
exchanged with other arboreta. 

Tree diseases are researched at Wes-
tonbirt, particularly ash die back. 
Wood chip is sterilized so that no 
disease is spread.  Some research is 
conducted by growing the same trees 
in several areas along the western 
seaboard, to see how they all fare in 
those areas and how they would react 
to conditions in thirty years time.       

Westonbirt hold education sessions 
throughout the year for young and old 
and all sectors of society.  Did you 
know that the giant Redwoods have a 
very spongy bark which is like a fire 
blanket, protecting them from fire? 

Pauline, with great enthusiasm, 
showed wonderful pictures of Wes-
tonbirt in the winter, spring, summer 
and autumn, along with views of the 
extensive collections of camellias, 
azaleas, magnolias and rhododen-
drons. 

A version of this account by Danielle 
Mills will appear in the December  
edition of The Folly. 

WEBSITE ADDRESS 

Please note our website address which is: 

https://faringdondistrictu3a.com/  
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Art     Sally Bull   07808 136 919 
     Kay Fox   01367 240 604 
Ashmolean    Shela Rowan   01367 243 636 
Astronomy    Stuart Priest   01367 240 118 
Books     Kay Chamberlain  01367 242 647 
Bridge - All levels   Steve Braithwaite  01367 240 929 
Cryptic Crosswords   Peter Smith   01367 241 241 
Current Affairs     
Dressmaking for All   Valerie Burdall   01367 240 713 
Embroidery    Suellen Pedley   01367 710 680 
Family History    Ian Clarkson   01793 782 836 
Folk Dancing    Val Hudspeth   01367 241 035 
Foreign Language Films  Robin Stewart   01367 241 295 
French Conversation   Françoise Stacey  01367 241 813 
French Intermediate & Advanced   Carolyn Williams  01367 241 208 
Gardeners    Christina Field   01367 241 265 
German    Victoria Paleit   01865 821 594 
Golf Croquet (summer)    Steve Braithwaite  01367 240 929 
History     Mike Iremonger  01367 241 361 
History of Art    Mairead Boyce   01367 243 065 
Italian - Improvers   Jenny Braithwaite  01367 240 929 
Jazz     Patrick Wheare   01367 241 927 
Mah Jong    Carolyn Clarkson  01793 782 836 
Military History   Bjorn Watson   01793 782 748 
Music Appreciation   Peter Stone   07990 916 539  
Opera     Anthony Burdall  01367 240 713 
Photography    Anthony Burdall  01367 240 713 
Play Reading    Mary Love   01367 710 754 
Poetry     Sandra Cooper   01367 243 831 
Qigong     Janette Saville   01367 243 958 
Quilting    Valerie Burdall   01367 240 713 
Quiz     Sylvia Bowley   01367 241 296 
Ramblers    Marcus Lapthorn  01367 242 559 
Recorder Consort   Peter Smith   01367 241 241 
Science & Technology   Ron Colyer   01793 782 363 
Scrabble    Rosalind Burns   07557 880 944 
Scrapbooking    Margaret Smith   01793 710 800 
Spanish - Intermediate   Carolyn Taylor   01367 242 490  
Striders     Françoise Stacey  01367 241 813 
Strollers    Lynn Pettit   01367 242 019 
Theatre Goers    Sylvia Bowley   01367 241 296 
Ukulele    Gene Webb   01367 242222  
Wine Appreciation   David Burn   01367 240 670  

FARINGDON  GROUPS 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Notes for Members 

If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-
ordinator Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or  
email: 91gometz@gmail.com  

Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of 
groups is provided on page 16. 

Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the 
Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has 
room for new members.  

All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but 
before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups  
Co-ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for 
Interest Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and  
time(s). 

For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for 
Gloucester Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester 
Street. 

ART 

The new term starts on 9th January 2020 and classes will take place in the 
Barber Rooms on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month from 10am until 12 
noon.  Therefore the dates are: 

January 9th and 23rd 
February 13th and 27th 
March 12th and 26th 

Felicity Cormack will be our teacher. 

All abilities welcome. 

Please contact: 
Sally Bull - sally.bull@talktalk.net    07808 136 919 
Kay Fox - philippafox@btinternet.com   07786 423 574 
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ASHMOLEAN  
Winter Programme 2020 

2nd January  The Skilled Craftsmen of Persia, Phil Hills       
6th February   The Colour Black, Meriel Wyndham Baker 
5th March     The Carraci and Guercino of Bologne, Baroque Drawing, 
Cassy O’Brien 
2nd April  Gold, Dinah Reynolds 

The visits are on the first Thursday of the month.  Meetings start with the 
group gathering at 11am in the Greek & Roman Sculpture Gallery, immedi-
ately to the left as you go in through the main entrance to the museum.  Each 
meeting lasts for one hour.  There is a fee of £8 per person attending which is 
required before each visit.  If for any reason members are unable to attend 
there will be no refund as we notify the museum in advance of our group 
numbers.  New members are welcome to attend. 

For further details please contact: 
Shela Rowan (01367 243 636 or smr280652@gmail.com) or  
Aileen Bridge (01793 784 720 or aileen.bridge@gmail.com). 

ASTRONOMY 

There are no longer monthly meetings but up-to-date information can be 
found in the monthly Astronomy Newsletter posted on our website.  

For more information please contact the coordinator  
Stuart Priest 01367 240 118. 

BRIDGE 

Beginners.  The new Beginners group began in November. We have started 
from scratch and assumed no knowledge of Bridge at all. We meet at 25 
Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, at 10:00am, usually on the first and third  
Mondays of the month.  Dates for the winter months are: 
2nd and 16th December, 6th and 20th January and 3rd and 17th February. 

For further information contact: 
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com 

Intermediate and Experienced .  All Intermediate and Experienced groups 
meet in the Catholic Church Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway 
behind Budgen’s Car Park) from 10.00am to 12noon (please arrive by 
9.50am) on the dates given below:  

Intermediate 
 No lessons in December 
 Wed Jan 8th and Mon Jan 13th  
 Mon Feb 10th and Wed Feb 12th 

mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com
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Experienced     
 No lesson in December 
 Wed Jan 22nd 
 Wed Feb 26th 

 
Please note that the January and February dates are provisional 

If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to 
attend. 

For further details please contact:  
Steve Braithwaite (steve.bridge1@gmail.com or 01367 240 929). 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 

We normally meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10, 
Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about a 
couple of hours including a refreshment break. 

The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’ or 
similar standard. Over the year members accumulate points to find the year’s 
top solver. We have a monthly clue-writing competition and also look at 
things of interest to cruciverbalists in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued at 
the meeting. Occasionally, a crossword compiled by the Group appears in 
Third Age Matters. 

Schedule for the next few months:   

No meeting in December,  24th January,  28th February  

If you would like to know more, contact the group leader: 
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or  pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

DRESSMAKING FOR ALL 

Meetings take place from 2pm to 4pm on the first Monday of the month.                                                                                                                
If you would like to go back to dress-making or start from scratch come and 
join us at 2 Fernham Road Faringdon.  

For details contact: Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713. 

EMBROIDERY 

The Embroidery Group meet at 2.00pm until 4.00pm on the second Tuesday 
of each month at 44, Hunters Field. Stanford-in-the-Vale.SN7 8LX. All forms 
of embroidery are explored, and the group is slowly growing in numbers and 
expertise. For more information contact: 
Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680 or suellenpedley@aol.com). 

mailto:suellenpedley@aol.com
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FAMILY HISTORY 

The next meetings of the Experienced group will take place on Friday 29th 
November and Friday 31st January. Suggestions from members of the 
group for discussion topics are, as always, welcome. We meet as usual at  
25 Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, but now start slightly earlier than in the past 
at 10:30am. 

I am delighted to say that we have a new Beginners’ Group, having held our 
first meeting in November. Meetings for the next three months will be as 
follows: 
Friday 6

th
 December – Births, Marriages and Deaths 

Friday 3rd January – Censuses 
Friday 7th February – Other Sources 
Our meetings are held in Shrivenham (details as above) and start at 10:00am 
If you would like to join us it is not too late! 
Ian Clarkson, 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com 

FOLK DANCING  

We meet on the first Thursday of each month at 2.30pm in the Catholic 
Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car Park).  

January 2nd        February 6th       March 5th       April 2nd 

If anyone else would like to join us, please do.   

Contact: Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com). 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS 

There is no scheduled programme for Winter 2019-2020.  The films for  
December 2019 and February 2020 will be fixed in consultation with mem-
bers of the group.  We usually meet on Wednesday afternoon, every two 
months.  Any prospective new members please contact:  
Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295. 

GARDENERS  

Friday, 20th December 2019.  Festive Christmas Fish and Chip Lunch in the 
Old Town Hall.  Time – 12noon for 12.30pm.  Cost: £7.00 which includes 
lunch, hire of hall, etc.  Please bring your own cutlery.  Please let Christina 
know as soon as possible if you wish to attend. 
Thursday 16

th
 January, 2020.  Planning Meeting where we decide what 

events to plan during the coming year.   Venue: The Old Town Hall.  Time: 
2.30pm. Please bring a little refreshment to share. There will be a small 
charge to cover costs. 
Thursday, 6th February 2020 (Please note amended date).  Peter Raven 

mailto:ian.clarkson@gmail.com
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has kindly invited us to have our meeting at his home - 15 Manor Lane, 
Clanfield.  Details will be available at the January Meeting. 

For further information contact: Christina Field on 01367 241 265. 

HISTORY OF ART 

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month, Old Town Hall, 2.30 pm.   
December the 19th we will have our social event, details for January and 
February will be sent to members once they have been confirmed.  New 
members welcome, please contact Mairead should you wish to know more.   
Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065  or boycemairead@aol.com 

JAZZ 

Our next meeting is the Christmas Party on Monday December 2 (that’s the 
first Monday in the month, a week earlier than usual) at the Old Town Hall, 
in the Market Place from 11am until around 2ish - starting half an hour later 
than we normally do. The format will be much as before with two incredibly 
difficult quizzes, drinks and nibbles, and a lot of talking. 

Then we’ll start the new year’s programme on Monday January 12 with a 
presentation by Peter Robinson entitled “Great Jazz Recordings You May 
Not Have Heard, by People of Whom You May Not Have Heard”. 
February 9 brings us Garry Tomlinson on a topic not yet confirmed and 
then on March 8, David Day will help us have a new look at that famous 
jazz picture from Esquire magazine “A Great Day in Harlem”. 

We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library, Glouces-
ter Street, from 10.30am to about noon.  We try to cover all aspects of jazz 
from the early days to the present time.  So just come along if you’re interest-
ed in jazz.  There’s no need to book in advance. We charge £1 a time to cov-
er costs (including the occasional outside speaker) and tea/coffee and lemon 
drizzle cake made by Faringdon’s finest lemon drizzle cake maker.  For more 
information ring or email: 
Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or patandeve@wheare.me)  

Mah Jong 

We usually meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 2.00pm – 
4.00pm  We are a friendly group who are learning the game.  New members 
are always welcome. 

Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue 
4th December   Marlene’s (Stanford) 
18th December    Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) 
8th January     Marlene’s (Stanford)    
22nd January   Carolyn’s (Shrivenham) 

mailto:patandeve@wheare.me
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5th  February    Marlene’s (Stanford) 
19th  February    Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)  

For further information contact: 
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com or 
Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin22@gmail.com  

MILITARY HISTORY 

The Military History Group meets on the first Thursday of the month and 
we consider an eclectic range of topics. In the past few months we have cov-
ered SOE and Force 136 in Burma, the Battle of Britain, the Plains Indians, 
the Swedish Warship Vasa and the Battle for Normandy. 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 5th December at 10.30am and the 
talk will be on Gallipolli. The meeting will take place at Walnut Tree Cot-
tage, 9A Stainswick Lane, Shrivenham SN6 8DU. 

There will no meeting in January so the first meeting next year will be on 
Thursday 6th February 2020 when we will be discussing “Marlborough’s 
Wars – Louis XIV and his foreign policy” which will be followed by 
“Marlborough and the Rise of the British Army” in March.  

You are very welcome to join us. For more information, please contact:  
Bjorn Watson at bjornwatson@btinternet.com or on 01793 782 748. 

MUSIC APPRECIATION 

We meet on the 4th Monday of each month at Faringdon Library - 10.15 for 
10.30 (refreshments before the programme begins).  Each month a presenta-
tion is given by one of our members.  The music can range from Jazz, Blues 
through to classical music of all varieties.  Nothing is off limits.  The choice 
is up to the members.  And talking of members, new members are very  
welcome - don't worry you wont be asked to do a presentation at your first 
meeting! We are a lovely receptive group and eager to learn about music  - 
any sort of music. 

December 9th: 2:00pm - Christmas Party in the Barber Rooms 
January 27th: A Theme for Winter 
February 23rd: Unravelling Gershwin  
For further details please contact:  
Pete Stone 07990 916 539 or petestone45@btinternet.com or  
Ian Clarkson 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com 
  
Our thanks go to Beryl for all the years she has run the Music Appreciation 
Group.  Enjoy being in the audience instead of being "in charge".   

 

mailto:ceclarkson28@gmail.com
mailto:marlenejmartin22@gmail.com
mailto:bjornwatson@btinternet.com
mailto:petestone45@btinternet.com
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OPERA 

Following ‘Don Pasquale’ from Glyndebourne in November, the festive sea-
son continues on  9 December 2019 with Jerome Kern’s ‘Showboat’ from 
San Francisco Opera; no doubt this will induce discussion as to what is opera 
but, for the Opera Group, opera is anything staged in a major opera house 
and hence it is opera.  

Our exploration of the full operatic repertoire will continue on 13 January 
2020 with Rossini’s fairytale, loosely based on the Cinderella story,  
‘La Cenerentola’ in a charming production from Glyndebourne Opera. For 
February the opera will be Mozart’s ‘Magic Flute’ from Zurich Opera. 

As previously, there will be three showings; these are 
 First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon 
 Tel: 01367 240 713) usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A 
 Monthly Meeting.  Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm; 

The second will be at the home of  Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, 
Faringdon, Tel : 01367 241 295); 

The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines,  
Faringdon Tel: 01367 241 430) typically starting at 2:00pm finishing 
at approximately 5:00pm; 

For details please contact:  
Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or anthony.burdall@burdall.net),  
Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or 
Linda Leggett (01367 241 430). 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

September saw the group on an expedition to the Oxford Bus Museum to 
photograph ‘Old Transport’. October’s planned visit Broughton Castle, Ban-
bury had to be postponed and instead the group visited again the Cotswold 
Wildlife Park for wildlife photography (well sort of!). November’s meeting 
was a photo review plus discussion on image technical quality and how to 
achieve it. 

For December, as a festive expedition, the group will be visiting either Win-
chester Christmas Market, Tyntesfield for a Victorian Christmas. January 
sees a change of subject with a visit to Bristol Aerospace Museum to photo-
graph Concorde amongst other aircraft. February will be a Photo review 
plus talk by group member.  

In addition to regular meetings, repeat visits are arranged and bi-monthly 
assignments established; forthcoming assignments are for November and 
December, ‘Spirit of the Ridgeway’, and for January and February ‘Blue’. 

mailto:anthony.burdall@burdall.net
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The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm 
at the home of : 
Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel: 01367 240 713;  
Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).  

Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce 
better images. 

PLAY READING 

The playreading group meets at 7 Glebe Road, Stanford in the Vale at 10.30 
on the 2nd

 Wednesday in the month.  
For more information contact Mary Love on  01367 710 754 
or maryvivienlove@yahoo.com  

POETRY 

December we'll grovel in 'Money' 
January 'Building' our quarry 
February it's all about 'Rivers' 
as weather brings the shivers 

We now meet on the first Monday of the month at 10.30am in Faringdon 
Library:   

2 December 2019       6 January 2020     3 February 2020  

Bring yourself, and words chosen with care and might. 

If you would like to know more, call:  
Sand Cooper on 01367 243 831 or email sand.co15@rocketmail.com 

QIGONG 

Qigong is a holistic system of self-healing originating in China.  Qigong 
practice includes gentle movements,  relaxation, breathing, and short medita-
tion techniques. 

It is a gentle and enjoyable form of exercise, Qigong can help to improve 
circulation and mobility for all.  Our core practice is based on the Tai Chi 
Qigong Shibashi form which is accessible for the less mobile as it can also be 
practiced whilst sitting.  We practice many forms of Qigong, such as the 
Healing forms, Silk Reeling movements to work on the spine and the differ-
ent joints of the body.  Our group is for mixed abilities, men and women.  

We meet weekly on Friday mornings. Jubilee Room, The Pump House, 
Faringdon Group 1 - 10.00 am until 11.00am.  Group 2 - 11.15am until 12.15 
pm.  Both groups are full at the moment.  If you would like to be placed on 



25 

our waiting list or for more information please contact:  
Janette Saville (01367 243 958) or  janettesaville@icloud.com 

QUILTING 

The Patchwork & Quilting Group meets on the last Wednesday of the 
month from 2pm - 4pm at the United Church. 

Beginners and long-term quilters are all very welcome.  We teach hand and 
machine quilting. 

For more information contact: Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713. 

QUIZ 
Dec 13th  Jan 10th  Feb 14th Mar 13th 

Do you like to find out all sorts of interesting facts and maybe tell us some 
more?  Our quizzes are very varied (different quizmasters) and we try not to 
have too many about celebrities!  So come along to our quiz group in the Old 
Town Hall on the 2nd Friday in the month (mostly!) start time 10:30am 

Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241 296 or  
email sylkenbow@talktalk.net 

RAMBLERS 
U3A 2019-20 Ramblers Programme 

Thursday 28 November - meet at GSCP 0930 for car sharing to ‘Secret 
Swindon’ or meet at Coate Water park, SN3 6AA @0955.  Walk led by 
Marcus Lapthorn, 01367 242 559 or 07811 942 108.  

December - No ramble. 
Thursday January 23 - meet at GSCP 0930 for car sharing to Ducklington, 
or meet at Ducklington duck pond, OX29 7UP @ 0955. Walk led by Wendy 
Spicer, 01367 243 089 or 07840 295 464. 
Thursday February 27 - meet at GSCP 0930 for car sharing to Hannington, 
or meet at Jolly Tar, Hannington SN6 7RP @ 0955.  Walk led by Penny 
Smith, 01793 782 416 or 07853 626 849. 

Length of U3A Rambles: These will generally be circular walks between 5 
and 6.5 miles and there will usually be a pub or cafe stop at the end. The 
pace will be moderate and there will be a short break for drinks about half 
way. It is helpful if you can let the walk leader know you are coming, to ena-
ble car sharing to be arranged. 

Dogs:  Dogs are welcome on walks unless otherwise stated. Dogs should be 
kept under close control and on a short lead on roads, near livestock or sensi-

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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tive wildlife and wherever the Walk Leader requires it. If your dog is chased 
by an animal it is safer to let your dog off the lead. 

For more information contact:  
Marcus Lapthorn (01367 242 559 and 07811 942 108) 
Email: marcuslapthorn@gmail.com 

RECORDER CONSORT 

The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere on 
instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows access to a wide 
range of music.  We normally meet in the afternoons of the third and last 
Thursday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually starting 
at 2.00pm.  Sessions are of about two hours duration including a break for 
refreshments.  

Schedule for the next few months:  
19th December,   
16th & 30th  January,   
20th  & 27th  February 

For more information contact:  
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

The Winter programme for the Science and Technology Group is as  
follows: 

10th December - Open discussion meeting. 
7th January - Talk by Ian Horsfall on  "The Drone Threat to Aircraft". 
February - Visit - details to be confirmed later. 

Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363 
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com  or from the website. 

SCRABBLE 

If you understand the joy of JO, QI and ZO; the satisfaction of a seven-letter 
word and why coloured squares are your friends, join fellow wordsmiths at 
the newly revived Scrabble group. 

We shall meet at Faringdon Library on the last Thursday of each month 
(when it is closed to the public) from 2.30pm until 4.30pm.  The aim is to 
enjoy ourselves so, initially, there will only be friendly competition (with 

prizes  ).  We can adapt this if enough people want to play with more vig-
our. 

There will be no need for fees and refreshments will be provided. 

mailto:roncolyersandt@gmail.com
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It would be helpful to know how many people to expect, so please email me 
beforehand at: rosalind.ann.burns@gmail.com 

Looking forward to seeing you. 

 SCRAPBOOKING  

Twelve people signed up to join this new group, and we met for the first time 
on 5 November.  Sue Horton very ably led the session where we made the 
cover and spine for a 6" x 6" album.  We had an enjoyable time achieving 
this and next month we look forward to making the intricate pages to go in 
the album.  If you would like to join the group, or would like more infor-
mation, please contact: 
Margaret Smith (mbsmith5@hotmail.co.uk or telephone 07508 304 503). 

STRIDERS 

Walks will be advertised on the website in due course. 
Contact: Françoise Stacey  b.f.stacey@outlook.com  or  01367 241 813.   

STROLLERS  

The Strollers meet on the second Tuesday of the month, and typically walk 
3 - 4 miles at a leisurely pace with a pub or cafe stop at the end.  I have 
planned urban walks for the worst of the winter months, but stout boots or 
shoes are still advised. Thanks to Stewart Smith who has offered to lead the 
January walk.  New members are always welcome, as are offers to lead a 
walk from existing members! 
Tuesday 10 December. Meet at the Market Place, Faringdon to catch the 
09.30 bus to Swindon (or meet at the Bus Station at 10.10).  From there we’ll 
take the 10.20 (number 51) bus to Cricklade arriving at 10.42.  Cricklade is a 
charming Saxon town on the Upper Thames with a variety of pubs and cafes. 
Tuesday 14 January.   Stewart Smith, a retired Head Teacher and member 
of Swindon U3A, will lead a historical walk round Minster Lovell.  Stewart 
taught history for many years, and has a particular interest in local history.  
He has a wealth of knowledge about Minster Lovell, where he was brought 
up.  A treat in store!  Meet at GSCP at 10.00 for car sharing. 
Tuesday 11 February.  Meet at the Market Place, Faringdon to catch the 
09.42 bus to Wantage (or meet outside the Bear Hotel at 10.07).  Starting 
with a coffee at The Bear, we will stroll around Betjeman’s Wantage, visiting 
places of interest associated with this famous poet.  Plenty of pubs and cafes 
for lunch.  Buses back to Faringdon at 14.13 or 14.53. 

For further details of all these walks, and to let us know you are coming, 
please contact Lynn Pettit at 01367 242 019 and 07909 910 128 or  
lynnkpettit@gmail.com 

mailto:rosalind.ann.burns@gmail.com
mailto:b.f.stacey@outlook.com
mailto:lynnkpettit@gmail.com
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THEATREGOERS  

For once I am able to advertise two outings we have for the new year, how-
ever the deadlines are in January so watch the date! 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK. The most brilliantly effective spine chiller you 
will ever encounter! Matinee performance at the Oxford Playhouse on Satur-
day March 21st. No transport travel by public bus. The seats are in the circle 
and are only £20. Deadline January 10th 

THE WICKER HUSBAND. Matinee at The Watermill on Saturday 4th 

April. A folk inspired new musical about the outsider in a superficial world 
where beauty is only skin deep. About someone who does not ‘fit in’ and 
envy and jealousy abound before hopefully it all comes right in the end! 
Price (with transport) is £39 and the deadline is also 10th January. Please 
remember to let us know on the form whether you require booking into the 
restaurant (at separate cost) 

If you are on the mailing list you will get prior notice and keep checking the 
web site, it is the most up to date! So if you do not receive emails or letters 
and would like to, then contact me: 
Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added. 
Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is: 
Jane Horey, 01793 766 177 or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk 

UKULELE 

We meet on alternate Fridays ( Faringdon green recycle  bin week).  United 
Church Hall 2.00 – 4.00.  For more details, please contact: 
George Bonner on 07534 481 401 or at bonnrice18@gmail.com, or  
Gene on genewebb@rocketmail.com. 

WINE APPRECIATION GROUP 

September tasting. 
It was great to see so many new members at our September running of the 
Supermarket Challenge. Last year we put Sainsbury’s, Tesco and Aldi to the 
test in our first Challenge and Aldi came out top by a mile. So how did Mor-
risons, the Co-op and Waitrose fare this time? The spread was much less 
marked, with the Co-op and Waitrose sharing first place. Although Morri-
sons technically came last their bottles were the second choice in all four 
wine categories. A count-back gave us the overall winner; the Co-op’s aver-
age price per bottle was £7.15 vs Waitrose’s £7.79, so the Co-op just edged it 
into top slot. 

2020 programme 
25 February 2020. Is wine under a fiver worth drinking? 
There’s been recent research noting that over half the wine drunk in the UK 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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costs under a fiver, even if the drinkable contents may have cost as little as 
30p. But if you move up to £10 for your bottle, the wine itself could well be 
worth over £3. This tasting will set out to check whether our palates agree 
that a £5 bottle may not be worth the investment. But is a £10 one worth the 
extra? 
21 April.  Guest speaker 
23 June.  Vineyard visit 
18 August.  Your personal favourites 
27 October.  Food & Wine Match II 
8 December.  Festive Lunch 

New members 
The Wine Appreciation Group is an unstuffy collection of people who want 
to learn about and compare wines that will help us choose the best – whether 
for a daily glass, a dinner party or even a wedding. We meet every two 
months in Faringdon or nearby. All U3A members are welcome and there’s 
no annual subscription, just a charge for each event you come to. More de-
tails on our web page. 

For more information contact: David Burn on 01367 240 670. 

Cyber Security 

Cyber security is the means by which individuals and organisations  
reduce the risk of being affected by cyber crime. 

Cyber security's core function is to protect the devices we all use 
(smartphones, laptops, tablets and computers), and the services we  
access online - both at home and work - from theft or damage. It's also 
about preventing unauthorised access to the vast amounts 
of personal information we store on these devices, and online. 

Cyber security is important because smartphones, computers and the 
internet are now such a fundamental part of modern life, that it's difficult 
to imagine how we'd function without them. From online banking and 
shopping, to email and social media, it's more important than ever to take 
steps that can prevent cyber criminals getting hold of our accounts, data, 
and devices.  

A number of our members have recently fallen victim to cyber fraud so it 
is important that we all know how to operate safely in this increasingly 
connected world. 

A good source of information and advice can be found at the  
Government’s National Cyber Security Centre at: 

https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/section/information-for/individuals-families  

https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/section/information-for/individuals-families
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THAMES VALLEY NETWORK  
NEWS  

U3A’s National Day  “U3A Day” is 3rd June 2020, part of the Wednesday 
of the national “Volunteer Week” - from now on each year. We are all being 
asked to do something striking in order to get publicity on that day.   
Suggestions include conga lines, busking, singing the U3A anthem, or a 
mass Ukulele concert – but any activity could be done if it achieves a greater 
visibility for what U3A offers.  We could, for example, all get dressed in 
blue and yellow, arrange ourselves in the shape of the U3A logo - and be 
photographed by a drone!  To assist all of this, there is now a Facebook page 
devoted to “U3A Day 2020” and it has lots of ideas:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/485363562065891/ 

TVN Events  It has been a splendid programme this year and an even better 
one is coming up next year.  Next Year:  dates will be filled up very quickly 
so the email links becomes almost essential to ensure a chance of participat-
ing: please contact p.foot47@gmail.com to be included in the mailing list.   

The following events are planned for 2020: 
The River Thames, Wildlife and it Boats, 18

th
 March, Henley 

Combatting Cybercrime, 8th April, Amersham 
Understanding Historic Buildings: What to look for when visiting,  
23rd April, Benson 
Geology of the Thames Valley: Why are there no volcanoes,  
29th May, Benson  
Visit to RHS Wisley, 24th June, includes lunch 
Environment and Biodiversity:  Where have the butterflies gone?  
3rd July, Benson 

No date set yet: 
The Ukulele Day is to be re-run (with direct Faringdon involvement) 
A Quiz Day: How to Run Them  - Quiz teams from U3As will be invited to 
enter the competition at the end. 

Holidays   A new venture by TVN – To Istanbul 5th Oct-11 Oct 2020, then to 
Ephesus, Troy, Dardanelles, Gallipoli, Haggai Sophia and Topkapi.  £1195 
all inclusive.    Info to be available shortly. 

If you would like to receive information directly from TVN with details of 
Study Days and Workshops, please email 
events_info@u3atvnetwork.org.uk with your request to be put on the 
list.  This can also be done via the TVN webpage on our Faringdon &  
District U3A website.  

Peter Foot on 01367 358 046 and p.foot47@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/485363562065891/?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDQe2DD3HWwaTwAMv5PiC44JOKWwLiyhXkx_fAhYfTdc8FfyEnw3K8aB0Ec4Ae_mY2GG7Wwqnp5RFC3P1l6a-mLgGpSU3SornQAzdXwDigA0NCsjXqVZ4jdCbDWpfWQQuxINo6RJAkc1Re7JW0_KeesenhHiOhK5VHm4ufRFslhrJBjvI
mailto:p.foot47@gmail.com
mailto:events_info@usatvnetwork.org.uk
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Photos by Paul Colley.  See the Meeting writeup on pages 12 & 13. 


