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MEETINGS CALENDAR
Our main meeting is held at 2.30pm on the second Thursday of each
month. Meetings are at Faringdon Corn Exchange and start with a
welcome from the Chairman and notices. The main event - usually a visiting
speaker - is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group
Leaders and socialise.
Thursday 12th March 2020
Dr Lynda Ware works at Cochrane UK in Oxford and was for many years a
GP in Oxfordshire and she will talk about Evidence Based Medicine.
Cochrane UK aims to raise awareness and knowledge by producing high
quality research which is made available to healthcare professionals. This is
certainly a topic of interest to everyone.
Thursday 9th April 2020. AGM
Our AGM will be followed by Bernard Purrier who will talk about Whales
and Dolphins – A Look into their World. Bernard regularly
presents to a wide variety of groups. This talk will give lots of fascinating
facts, provide a look at their evolution, their behaviours linked to their
advanced intelligence, the ways in which they have adapted to their environment and the increasing threats to their habitats which threaten their ultimate
survival.
Thursday 14th May 2020
We are always pleased when one of our members is willing to give a talk and
this month, we are pleased that Danielle Mills will tell us all about the work
of the organisation, Medical Detection Dogs. This organisation trains dogs
to detect the odour of human disease. It is at the forefront of the research into
the fight against cancer and helping people with life-threatening diseases.
Thursday 11th June 2020
Natural History is a subject that interests most members and this month we
are very lucky to have Richard Rickitt, the editor of Bee Craft as our speaker. His talk is called, ‘Introducing the Amazing Honey Bee’ and he explains lots of intriguing facts about bees. He is very passionate on this subject and what began as a hobby is now a job. He will also bring some of his
own honey to sell and always urges everyone to buy from local bee keepers.
Thursday 9th July 2020
We welcome back Valerie Calderbank who entertained us by speaking
about A Tour of the Universe, last year. This time her talk in entitled,
“Observing the Universe”. She will tell us what you might expect to see
from Earth if you look up at the night sky. This includes descriptions of the
Moon, Sun, Planets, Stars, Galaxies, Constellations, Meteor Showers and
more.
August. Summer Lunch – date to be confirmed
Thursday 10th September 2020
A rather unusual title has been given to this month’s talk, “Cloth from
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Thread, Curd from Milk and Ring of Gold” and the talk will consider
three ways of looking at the world. David Lacey is the speaker and he
intends to examine the thinking framework which we use to interpret the
facts. He considers that they are the glasses through which we see the world
and hopes to open our eyes to seeing the world afresh. This will certainly be
rather different from many of our talks which are mainly about facts and
unfamiliar situations.
Thursday 8th October 2020
We are delighted to welcome back Paul Colley showing his amazing images
of underwater animals and much more! He will provide a photography
related talk with the emphasis on the marine environment and his
conservation work which is full of interesting stories and pictures. Paul is a
freelance wildlife photographer and winner of the British Wildlife
Photography Awards. His work has been used by the BBC and published in
many newspapers.
Thursday 12th November 2020
An opportunity to purchase books for grandchildren in time for Christmas!
Debi Evans is an author of children’s books and her talk is entitled,
“Dragons and Rescue Dogs – My Inspiration to Write Books.” She writes
as if she is her Jack Russell and her books include lots of history woven into
the adventure stories in which Rolo (the dog) takes part in the events. She is
an experienced speaker having spoken at festivals and to many groups.
Thursday 10th December 2020
Many of us have watched with interest, glassblowers at work and been
fascinated by their work. ‘The Wonderful World of Glass,’ is a talk given
by Dr Francis Burroughes who brings items from his own collection to
illustrate the history of glass making from 3,000 B.C. to the present day.
Dr Burroughes is an acknowledged expert who is often asked to lend and
speak about items for television antique programmes.
Thursday 14th January 2021
Have you ever wondered if an item is recyclable or for land fill? This
month’s speaker will attempt to answer our queries. Jessica Beare works
for the Vale of the White Horse, District Council and is a Recycling and
Education Officer and part of her work is to give talks to the local
community. She hopes to explain what happens to the waste that is collected
from the kerbside and how recycling works.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020
To be held at the
FARINGDON CORN EXCHANGE
at
2.30pm on THURSDAY 9th APRIL 2020
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Chairman’s Annual Report 2019 / 20
This report covers the period between the AGMs in April 2019 and 2020.
At the 2019 AGM held in the Corn Exchange on 11th April, Simon Coe
stood down after 5 years, leaving with our thanks for all that he had done for
U3A on the Committee. Roger Wilkins was welcomed to the post of Secretary. Apart from this appointment, the Committee remains the same. All
details are in our Newsletter.
During the year there were 11 General Meetings, 10 in the Corn Exchange,
and with a General Election in December, we moved to the United Church
for our last meeting of the year. We were very grateful to the management at
the United Church for facilitating our relocation and we remain grateful to
Liz and Phil at the Town Hall for all their help during the year. In April we
went on an exciting tour of the Universe with Astronomical Society Fellow,
Valerie Calderbank. In May we learned about Renewable Energy Sources
from our Science Group Leader, Ron Colyer. Yellow Hat Tribe Gallery
owner, Irene Tyack came to talk to us about how her early years in Wales
helped to develop her love of art. July saw the welcome return of Peter
Sharpe who spoke about Breaking Trench Warfare Stalemate in 1918 and in
September, by popular demand, we welcomed back Dr David Jones, who
had us on the edge of our seats with his talk about the Most Dangerous Animals, with a special emphasis on his favourites – snakes. In October, Paul
Colley treated the meeting to a talk about the Secret Life of Bats, illustrated
with his amazing award-winning photographs, which brought applause and
appreciation from the members. In November we learned about the Wonders of Westonbirt from volunteer and speaker, Pauline Thomas and to end
the year, Oxford Natural History Museum lecturer, Sally-Anne Spence came
along to enlighten us on oft-misunderstood invertebrates, particularly dung
beetles. In the New Year, we were captivated by Al Sylvester’s description
of his walk from Land’s End to John O’ Groats in memory of a friend. His
Walk To Freedom documented the 881 gruelling miles which he completed
unassisted. In February, volunteer at Worcester cathedral, Howard Robinson
brought his presentation about King John’s mother, the amazing Eleanor of
Aquitaine. In March we are looking forward to Dr Lynda Ware talking
about Evidence Based Medicine.
We have had some memorable afternoons with our speakers this year and are
eagerly awaiting the programme planned for the rest of 2020. Shela and
Danielle work hard to book such a wide variety of speakers and to write the
reports for the Newsletter. I am grateful to them both.
On Tuesday 4th June we hosted a Coffee Morning to thank Group Leaders
for all their hard work in organising and running the interest groups, which
now number 42. It was also an opportunity to welcome the new U3A members who had joined during the year. Attendance was good and those who
attended were able to meet, share hospitality and enjoy a very pleasant get
together.
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On August 8 , thanks to Steve and Jenny Braithwaite’s continuing generosity, we held our Summer Lunch, which was attended by more than 120 members – up on last year. A big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who came the evening before for the set up though thanks to high winds, had to return the next
morning to get the job done. If that wasn’t enough, they stayed behind to
tidy up after the lunch as well. We are always in the lap of the gods as to
what the weather will do, but this year was a treat - the skies were clear, and
the sun shone. It was a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon with fabulous food,
well-chosen wine and very congenial company. Music was provided by the
Ukulele Group and the Recorder Consort and I believe everyone had a great
time.
On October 1st our Annual Open Day was held in the Corn Exchange. The
event was well-publicised and attracted a good number of visitors. Existing
members were able to peruse the tables and find out about groups that they
might be interested in joining and lots of people were on hand to welcome
visitors hoping to join. On the day, 11 new members were signed up bringing the membership to over 500. We are hoping to maintain a similar number once everyone has decided if U3A is for them and we look forward to
welcoming all members to activity groups, general meetings and special
events throughout the year.
On January 9th we banished the winter blues with our January Japes lunch in
the Corn Exchange, where 97 of us gathered to enjoy a delicious lunch followed by the fascinating travel talk from Al Sylvester. We are indebted to
Paul, Sietske and the staff from Sadler’s for all their hard work to produce a
delicious lunch, look after us with such care and do the washing up!
My personal thanks go to the Committee whose support is invaluable. Everyone has their own part to play but will also step up to the mark when it is
needed. I must thank the Newsletter Editor, who continues to produce an
informative and interesting publication. He is always on the lookout for seasonally themed photographs for the front cover of the Newsletter, so if you
can help please feel free to send them to him. Finally, I would like to thank
all those who have helped with refreshments each month, all those who
worked so hard to make the Summer Lunch and January Japes the successes
that they were and to everyone who plays a part in making our U3A the enjoyable, worthwhile and valuable organisation that it is.
Last year I was reflecting on my first year as your Chairman but now, I am
getting ready for my third and last year. It means that by the AGM 2021, we
need to have found my replacement and also a new Newsletter Editor…we
come as a package! That is not to say our replacements need to be the same.
If you would like to become the next Chairman and would like to find out
what it entails, please get in touch and I will be happy to talk it through with
you as will Geoff for any would-be Newsletter Editors.
With very best wishes.
Margaret Brown
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk
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Notice of AGM
FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A
Charity Number 1116311

This is Formal Notice of the
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020
To be held at the
FARINGDON CORN EXCHANGE
at
2.30pm on THURSDAY 9th APRIL 2020
AGENDA
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Apologies for Absence
Minutes of AGM 2019
Matters Arising
Chairman’s Report
Financial Report for year-ending
31st December 2019
Appointment of Examiner of Accounts
Any Other Business

After the formal business of the afternoon there will
be a talk entitled “Whales and Dolphins – A Look
into their World” by Bernard Purrier which will be
followed by tea and cakes.
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FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A COMMITTEE 2018/19
Margaret
Brown

Chairman

Roger
Wilkins

Secretary

Neal
Cotton

Groups
Co-ordinator

Liz
Cunningham
Ricky
Cunningham
Peter
Foot

Membership
Secretary

Rita
Higazi

Events and
Venue Team

Danielle
Mills

Programme
Team

Peter
Robinson

Events and
Venue Team

Shela
Rowan

Speakers
Coordinator

Alison
Thomson

Vice Chairman/Publicity

Nigel
Wilkinson

Treasurer

01367 615 385
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk
01793 293 438
rogatmidfield@aol.com
01367 252 495
91gometz@gmail.com

01367 242 626
membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk
IT/Website
01367 242 626
Coordinator
itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
Thames Valley
01367 358 046
p.foot47@gmail.com
Representative

DEADLINE

FOR

01367 244 494
ritahigazi@hotmail.com
01367 718 625
danielle@dcspi.com
01367 718 566
peterrobinsonnew@aol.com
01367 243 636
smr280652@gmail.com
01367 241 204
amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk
01367 242 809
nwilkinson@btinternet.com

SUMMER 2020 NEWSLETTER

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the
Editor: Geoff Brown, 15 Eaton Close, Faringdon SN7 7FG
Tel: 01367 615 385; Email: newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk
by Wednesday 13th May 2020
The Summer Newsletter will cover June, July and August.
It will be posted to all members in early June.
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting - Thursday 12th December
“The World of Dung Beetles”
Sally-Ann Spence FLS FRES
On Election Day, the U3A were
entertained by a talk from Sally-Ann
Spence extolling the virtues of dung
beetles. Sally-Ann is a fellow of the
Royal Entomological Society and a
council member of
the British Entomological and
Natural History
Society. She teaches in schools, lectures in university
and runs her own
farm-based training centre, SallyAnn is also an
author and consultant for many educational publications.

ford University, commonly called
the DUMP project. This aims to
record sightings of dung beetles in
varying locations and classify them
amongst other things.

Sally-Ann began explaining her
interest in dung beetles as an entomologist and how strange it was that
we know more about dung beetles in
tropical countries than in the UK.
Now we are doing more work in this
country to support The State of Nature Report, which shows that many
of our species are almost extinct.
This is serious as dung beetles are
very important to our ecosystems.

There are three
main groups of
dung beetle depending on how
they poo. In Africa
and other tropical
countries, the roller (none in UK) is
seen moving the
dung around and is
very interesting in
that it rolls dung
into round balls,
which are used as
a food source or a breeding chamber.
In this country, we do have instead,
dung beetles which live inside
the dung pile which are called dwellers or in the soil beneath it called
tunnellers. Dwellers generally spend
their entire time in dung, although
the larvae of some species are found
just under the soil surface. Tunnellers dig, burying the dung below
ground, where they lay their eggs
and larvae develop.

In order to find out more about this,
a group has been set up called Dung
Beetle UK Mapping Project at Ox-

What do they do for us? Dung beetles help us by providing a range of
ecosystem services which include:
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dung disposal, fertilizing the soil by
burying the dung, acting as a food
source for birds, bats and other mammals, eating parasites, enhancing the
soil and improving the soil structure
by digging through and turning over
soils. Dung beetles help us also by
reducing the green- house gases
that’s important, especially in this
present climate. Methane is one of
our green -house gases. If you get a
dung pat that is in the sun and the
wind it will ferment, (produce methane) if it hasn’t got dung beetle
activity inside it. We learnt how
dung beetles bring in oxygen as they
are eating the dung.
Sally-Ann mentioned that we have
lots of dung beetles in the UK and if
you open a pat of dung you will see
lots of dung beetles. There are approximately 60 Scarab beetles that
feed on dung in the UK, but they are
in decline and a few species are
thought to be extinct.
There are many reasons why this is
happening:
Over wintering livestock in barns

not fields

Short term rotation grazing when

fields are left for long periods
without animals
Ploughing, reseeding and chemically fertilizing pasture
People removing dung through
sweeping, particularly horse paddocks
Imported animal breeds often
have runnier poo, dung beetles
can drown in it

The good news is there are many
ways to help conserve British dung
beetles:
Keep a few sheep, cows etc. out

during the winter

Keep native breeds whenever

possible

Only worm an animal if it needs

it

Avoid converting permanent

pasture to other land use types

Reduce sweeping to remove dung

However, Sally-Ann stressed that
conservation of dung beetles is not
easy as farmers usually want the
quickest fix for a problem and land is
continually being changed from
livestock to other uses.
Finally, Sally-Ann told her audience
about several of the research projects
which she had been involved recently. She had spent time in Scotland in
the winter and unsurprisingly, dung
beetles are not active in extremely
cold temperatures. Temperature
changes that we are experiencing
also affect them as they are becoming active earlier and if the animals
are not outside there is nothing for
the dung beetles to feed on.
We enjoyed Sally-Ann’s lively and
informative talk very much and certainly appreciated that dung beetles
contribute to our ecosystem in a very
important way.
A version of this account by Shela
Rowan appeared in the January
edition of The Folly.
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Meeting - Thursday 9th January

“My Walk to Freedom”
Al Sylvester MBE
Faringdon U3A held the annual January Japes and enjoyed a lovely
meal prepared by Sadlers Caterers
and then sat back to listen to Al Sylvester MBE give an inspiring talk
with photographs
about his walk
from Land’s End
to John O’Groats
in 2014.
After retiring
from 31 years in
the Royal Air
Force, Al decided
to draw on his
skills and experiences from his
service to embark
on a very tough
challenge. He had
served in the
RAF Mountain
Rescue Service
and had led the
RAF’s first unsupported expedition to the Geographical South Pole back in 2006
so now he decided to embark on an
epic, painstaking, unsupported journey from Land’s End to John O’
Groats on foot. A journey of 881
miles that took under 40 days. Al
undertook this tremendous challenge
in memory of his best friend who
died of cancer and to raise much
needed cash for the hospice at

Wroughton which operates as a
charity.

A walk of this nature takes a lot of
planning and Al made meticulous
efforts to devise a route that was
direct and safe,
but which often
took him along
busy main roads.
Mapometre.com
he found to be the
best app to help
him to plot the
route. Al trained
for two years and
broke poles,
shoes, rucksacks
and tents during
this time.
He publicised the
plan to his friends
to enable people
to join him for
days on the route
and this support
was invaluable.
On the fifth day it was Al’s birthday
and friends came to join him on that
day which was a huge, morale booster.
Many people offered support and
Graham Seaman of BBC Wiltshire
was a fantastic help in publicising
Al’s walk as he also supported the
hospice in Wroughton. This helped
to raise the profile of the walk and to
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raise some money for this charity.
He continued to give radio interviews as he progressed up the country to raise the profile of local hospices.
Just before retiring Al worked at
Shrivenham at the Defence Academy
and in preparation for this massive
undertaking he began to hold fund
raising events. Cake sales were hugely popular and every-one helped. He
opened a Virgin Money Giving account which also raised a lot of money which all went directly to the hospice. Seeing the total money increase
each day kept him going during the
most gruelling days.

There were a lot of difficult times
during the walk and Al described
having to sometimes sleep under
hedges in his tent as campsites were
not always close to the route. As he
walked along busy, main roads he
had to be aware of the
traffic and had one
lucky escape when he
was forced to jump into
a hedge to avoid being
hurt by a car. His one
big worry was injury to
his back, ankles and
feet. Despite very carefully caring for his feet
every night, he did suffer from excruciating
blisters which needed to
be treated each night.
His rucksack was very
heavy and created sores
on his shoulders despite the use of
Vaseline and lots of training. At one
stage he did feel as if he could not

continue as the walking was so mentally exhausting but remembering his
friend kept him going.
During the walk he survived on lots
of cups of coffee, chocolate and
cakes along the route supplemented
by bacon butties whenever there was
a roadside van. He had a small stove
to heat water to rehydrate food in the
evening with vitamin pills, but tried
to carry the bare minimum, despite
this his rucksack weighed about
20kgs.
We were all very impressed by the
sheer effort involved in Al’s tremendous walk and very much enjoyed
his dramatic account of the highs and
lows of his 40 days of walking. In
total, he managed to raise
£26,423.25 for the hospice. Al’s
book is called, ‘My Walk to Freedom’, all the proceeds of which go to
the charity.

Account by Shela Rowan
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Meeting – Thursday 13th February

“Eleanor of Aquitaine ”
Howard Robinson
Eleanor, daughter of William, Duke
of Aquitaine and Count of Poitiers
lived between 1122 and 1204, a
remarkably long life for Medieval
Times.
She was a remarkable woman who enjoyed
a level of education unusual
for a woman at
the time, in
addition to the
more usual
domestic skills,
she had a love
of music and
dancing as well
as hunting and
hawking. She
was an accomplished horsewoman which
stood her in
good stead for
some marathon
journeys, accompanying her first husband Louis
VII of France on crusades to the
Middle East and undertaking other
treks across Europe, even in her old
age.
She inherited her father’s title at the
age of 15 inheriting a vast estate
which made her the most sought
after bride of her generation. She

was put under the guardianship of
the King of France, almost immediately becoming betrothed to his son
and heir Louis. They were married
in 1137 but shortly after, the King
died. They were crowned King Louis VII and
Queen of
France on
Christmas Day
1137.
Their early
years were
fraught with
power struggles
with their own
courtiers and
also the Pope
who had to
approve appointment of
archbishops. In
1145 they undertook a crusade to the Holy
Land on horseback in order to
curry favour with the Pope.
Shortly after their return their marriage is annulled due to the fact that
Eleanor had only produced daughters
and no sons.
In 1152 she married Henry, Count of
Anjou and Duke of Normandy, still
retaining her own title of Duchess of
Aquitaine, but also becoming Queen
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of England in 1154. Between 1152
and 1166 Eleanor produced eight
children, five sons and three daughters who all eventually became
Queens in their own right.
As a result of finding out about Henry’s infidelity, a very hurt Eleanor
returns to Poitiers in 1168 with two
of her daughters and sets up a Court
of Love which was devoted to the
writing and singing about love,
which contributed to greater understanding of culture and arts.
However, in 1173, Eleanor’s eldest son Henry attempted a revolt
against his father to seize the
English throne. Eleanor, rumoured to be actively supporting
her son’s plans, was arrested and
imprisoned for treason. The Court
of Love did not survive her imprisonment. She spent the next 16
years shuttled between various
castles and strongholds in England, suspected of agitating
against her husband’s interests.
Young Henry died from disease in
1183, begging on his deathbed for
his mother’s release. Henry released her in 1184. She resumed
her assistance to the King, honoured by coins being cast in her
image.

On Henry’s death in 1189, her son
Richard became King, known as
Richard the Lionheart, and freed her.
She became Regent while he was at
the Crusades. Unfortunately he was
captured on his way back and a ransom was demanded at the present
day equivalent of £8 million. Eleanor rode over 1000 miles on horseback to deliver the ransom. Richard
ruled until his death in 1199 from
gangrene in a shoulder wound.
Eleanor lived to see her youngest
son, John, crowned king after
Richard’s death. At the age of 77,
John asked Eleanor to go from Poitiers to bring back her granddaughter
Blanche from Castille, Spain, to
France for an arranged marriage.
On her return trip she is captured by
Arthur, son of her son Geoffrey, who
feels he should have been king ahead
of Richard and John. John rescues
his mother and Arthur dies.
In 1201 Eleanor retires to the abbey
of Fontevraud and becomes a nun
where she is buried upon her death in
1204. She is buried alongside her
husband Henry II.
Account by Danielle Mills

WEBSITE ADDRESS
Please note our website address which is:

https://faringdondistrictu3a.com/
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MEMBERS’ NEWS
We welcome 11 new members.
From Faringdon: John Cave and Kathleen Campbell-Cave, Linda Gale,
Shaena Whitney, Roger Young
From Bampton: Celia Forrest
From Denchworth: Marge Crosby

From Lechlade: Gillian Thornton
From Wantage: Geoff Braithwaite, Harj Singh and Kate Singh-Kandola
We were sorry to hear of the death of Trish Adams and former members
Mary McGuigan, Norman Snelling and Eileen Yeates
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FARINGDON GROUPS
Accessible Ukuleles
Art
Ashmolean
Astronomy
Books
Bridge - All levels
Cryptic Crosswords
Current Affairs
Dressmaking for All
Embroidery
Family History
Folk Dancing
Foreign Language Films
French Conversation
French Intermediate & Advanced
Gardeners
German
Golf Croquet (summer)
History
History of Art
Italian - Improvers
Jazz
Mah Jong
Military History
Music Appreciation
Opera
Photography
Play Reading
Poetry
Qigong
Quilting
Quiz
Ramblers
Recorder Consort
Science & Technology
Scrabble
Scrapbooking
Spanish - Intermediate
Striders
Strollers
Theatre Goers
Ukulele
Wine Appreciation

Jenny Braithwaite
Sally Bull
Kay Fox
Shela Rowan
Stuart Priest
Kay Chamberlain
Steve Braithwaite
Peter Smith

01367 240 929
07808 136 919
01367 240 604
01367 243 636
01367 240 118
01367 242 647
01367 240 929
01367 241 241

Valerie Burdall
Suellen Pedley
Ian Clarkson
Val Hudspeth
Robin Stewart
Françoise Stacey
Carolyn Williams
Christina Field
Victoria Paleit
Steve Braithwaite
Mike Iremonger
Mairead Boyce
Jenny Braithwaite
Patrick Wheare
Carolyn Clarkson
Bjorn Watson
Peter Stone
Anthony Burdall
Anthony Burdall
Mary Love
Tim Hewes
Janette Saville
Valerie Burdall
Sylvia Bowley
Marcus Lapthorn
Peter Smith
Ron Colyer
Rosalind Burns
Margaret Smith
Carolyn Taylor
Françoise Stacey
Lynn Pettit
Sylvia Bowley
Gene Webb
David Burn

01367 240 713
01367 710 680
01793 782 836
01367 241 035
01367 241 295
01367 241 813
01367 241 208
01367 241 265
01865 821 594
01367 240 929
01367 241 361
01367 243 065
01367 240 929
01367 241 927
01793 782 836
01793 782 748
07990 916 539
01367 240 713
01367 240 713
01367 710 754
01235 868 569
01367 243 958
01367 240 713
01367 241 296
01367 242 559
01367 241 241
01793 782 363
07557 880 944
01793 710 800
01367 242 490
01367 241 813
01367 242 019
01367 241 296
01367 242222
01367 240 670
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Coordinator Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or
email: 91gometz@gmail.com
Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of
groups is provided on page 15.
Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the
Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has
room for new members.
All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, but
before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups
Co-ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for
Interest Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and
time(s).
For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for
Gloucester Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester
Street.

ACCESSIBLE UKULELES
Our group started in October, mainly for beginners. This is primarily a teaching group, but we sing and play a variety of songs and can now manage a
good selection. We go at a fairly leisurely, comfortable, pace, but we are,
hopefully, improving week by week.
It would be great to have a few more members. If you already play, please
join us, and if you can’t yet play, we will teach you!
(Almost) every Tuesday at 10.30am, at 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon
No need to have your own Uke, we have some to borrow.

Please ring Jenny on 01367 240 929 or email: jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk

ART
th

The first meeting will be on 14 May 2020 and classes will take place in the
Barber Rooms on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month from 10am until
12 noon. Therefore the dates are:
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May 14 and 28
June 11th and 25th
Felicity Cormack is kindly continuing to teach the class.
All abilities welcome.
Please contact:
Sally Bull - sally.bull@talktalk.net 07808 136 919
Kay Fox - philippafox@btinternet.com 07786 423 574

ASHMOLEAN
Spring and Summer Programme 2020
2nd April
7th May

Gold, Dinah Reynolds
Drawing in France from Renaissance to Impressionism, Cassy
O’Brien

4th June
The Indus Valley and Beyond, Denise Derbyshire
nd
2 July
Ivory, Dinah Reynolds
The visits are on the first Thursday of the month. Meetings start with the
group usually gathering at 10.45 or 12 noon in the Greek & Roman Sculpture
Gallery of The Ashmolean, immediately to the left as you go in through the
main entrance to the museum. Each meeting lasts for one hour. There is a
non-returnable fee of £8 per person attending, which is required at least a
week before each visit. If for any reason members are unable to attend there
will be no refund as we notify the museum in advance of our group numbers.
New members are welcome to attend.
Members usually travel to Oxford by bus.
For further details please contact:
Shela Rowan (01367 243 636 or smr280652@gmail.com) or
Aileen Bridge (01793 784 720 or aileen.bridge@gmail.com).

ASTRONOMY
There are no longer monthly meetings but up-to-date information can be
found in the monthly Astronomy Newsletter posted on our website.
For more information please contact the coordinator
Stuart Priest 01367 240 118.

BRIDGE
Beginners. The new Beginners group began in November. We have started
from scratch and assumed no knowledge of Bridge at all. We meet at 25
Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, at 10:00am, usually on the first and third
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Mondays of the month. Dates for the spring months are:
2nd, 16th and 30th March (extra because of holidays), 20th April and 4th and
18th May.
For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com
Intermediate and Experienced . All Intermediate and Experienced groups
meet in the Catholic Church Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway
behind Budgen’s Car Park) from 10.00am to 12noon (please arrive by
9.50am) on the dates given below:
Intermediate
Mon Mar 9th and Wed Mar 11th
Mon Apr 6th and Wed Apr 8th
Mon May 11th and Wed May 13th
Experienced
Wed Mar 18th
Wed Apr 22nd
Wed May 27th
Please note that the May dates are provisional.
If you attend regularly, please let me know in advance if you are unable to
attend.
For further details please contact:
Steve Braithwaite (steve.bridge1@gmail.com or 01367 240 929).

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS
We normally meet in the afternoon of the fourth Friday of the month at 10,
Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at 2.00pm for a session of about a
couple of hours including a refreshment break.
The meetings focus on competitively solving a crossword of ‘The Times’ or
similar standard. Over the year members accumulate points to find the year’s
top solver. We have a monthly clue-writing competition and also look at
things of interest to cruciverbalists in a page of ‘Crossword Notes’ issued at
the meeting. Occasionally, a crossword compiled by the Group appears in
Third Age Matters.

Schedule for the next few months:
20th March (a week earlier than usual), 24th April, 22nd May
If you would like to know more, contact the group leader:
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).
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DRESSMAKING FOR ALL
Meetings take place from 2pm to 4pm on the first Monday of the month.
If you would like to go back to dress-making or start from scratch come and
join us at 2 Fernham Road Faringdon.
For details contact: Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713.

EMBROIDERY
The Embroidery Group meet at 2.00pm until 4.00pm on the second Tuesday
of each month at 44, Hunters Field, Stanford-in-the-Vale SN7 8LX. The
group work with a range of techniques including the meticulous goldwork
embroidery, and the free textural and interpretive approaches. New members
including beginners and more experienced people very welcome.

For more information contact:
Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680 or suellenpedley@aol.com).

FAMILY HISTORY
The next meetings of the Experienced group will take place on Friday 27th
March and Friday 29th May. Suggestions from members of the group for
discussion topics are, as always, welcome. These meetings will take place in
the Barrington Room in the Memorial Hall, Shrivenham. The room is booked
from 9:30am until midday so please arrive in good time for a 10:00am start
The new Beginners’ Group are wonderfully keen and enthusiastic, making
our meetings a very enjoyable experience. Meetings for the next three
months will be as follows:
Friday 6th March – Other Sources Part 2
April (date tbc) – Recording Your Findings
Friday 1st May – Family Trees – Online and Other Methods of Displaying
data
Our meetings are held in Shrivenham (25 Stallpits Road) and start at
10:00am If you would like to join us it is not too late!
Ian Clarkson, 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com

FOLK DANCING
We meet on the first Thursday of each month at 2.30pm in the Catholic
Church Hall (entrance behind Budgens Car Park).
March 5th April 2nd May 7th June 4th
If anyone else would like to join us, please do.
Contact: Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com).
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILMS
There is no scheduled programme for Spring 2020. The film for April will
be fixed in consultation with members of the group. We usually meet on
Wednesday afternoon, every two months. Any prospective new members
please contact: Robin Stewart on 01367 241 295.

GARDENERS
th

Thursday, 19 March 2020. Paul Gray, former Head Gardener for the
National Trust, will be giving an illustrated talk and a practical demonstration on propagation in the Barber Rooms at the rear of All Saints Church at
2.30pm. If you are interested in this subject you don’t have to be a member
of the Group to attend.
Cost £5.00 which includes talk and hire of hall.
Thursday, 16th April 2020. Visit to Cerney House Gardens to see their
Spring Display. Entrance to Garden £5.00, refreshments are available in the
Bothy. Meet promptly at 1.15pm for car sharing.
Thursday, 21st May 2020. Visit to Rooksnest, Lambourn. Aproximately 10
acres of traditional English Garden, mostly designed by Annabelle Lennox
Boyd in 1980. Rooksnest is open by appointment and we need at least 18
members to visit. Entrance £7.00. Light refreshments available at £4.00 per
person. Meet at 1.15pm prompt in the GSCP for car sharing.
ADVANCE NOTICE - JUNE . Visit to a local Garden open under the
National Gardens Scheme – Date and Venue yet to be decided.
For further information contact: Christina Field on 01367 241 265.

GOLF CROQUET
Will be held on the following dates (weather permitting)
Mon April 20th
Mon May 4th
Mon May 18th
at 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon, starting at 2pm. No previous experience required.
Steve Braithwaite 01367 240 929

HISTORY OF ART
rd

We meet on the 3 Thursday of the month, Old Town Hall, 2.30 pm.
In March we will be showing a BBC documentary on Monumental Art created by Christo and Jeanne-Claude who are environmental sculptors noted
for their controversial outdoor work. For example, Berlin's Reichstag
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wrapped in plastic. Subjects for April and May to be confirmed. New
members welcome, please contact Mairead should you wish to know more.
Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065 or boycemairead@aol.com

JAZZ
Our next meeting will be on Monday March 9 when David Day will be
having a new look at “A Great Day in Harlem”, that famous picture from
Esquire magazine when literally dozens of great jazz musicians lined up for a
group photograph outside a house in Harlem. Said to be one of the greatest
jazz photos ever taken.
Then after that excitement we’re taking a break with no meeting in April
because our date would have been Easter Monday (not an ideal day to talk
about jazz and the following week the library is already taken).
Our meeting in May will be on Monday the 11th. Subject and speaker not
yet sorted so it may be a return of our ever-popular version of Desert Island
Discs. And then on June 8 I will be talking about that great jazz singer
Al Bowlly.

We meet every second Monday in the month at Faringdon Library, Gloucester Street, from 10.30 am to about noon. We try to cover all aspects of jazz
from the early days to the present time and to encourage our members to attend local live jazz too. So just come along if you’re interested in jazz.
There’s no need to book in advance. We charge £1 a time to cover costs
(including the occasional outside speaker – we’ve one planned for the autumn) and tea/coffee and superb lemon drizzle cake. For more information
ring or email Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or patandeve@wheare.me).
Or just come to a meeting.

Mah Jong
st

We usually meet on the 1 and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 2.00pm –
4.00pm We are a friendly group who are learning the game. New members
are always welcome.
Please phone or email to book a place and to check the venue
4th March
Marlene’s (Stanford)
18th March
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
1st April
Marlene’s (Stanford)
15th April
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
6th May
Marlene’s (Stanford)
20th May
Carolyn’s (Shrivenham)
For further information contact:
Carolyn Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or ceclarkson28@gmail.com or
Marlene Martin on 01367 718 615 or marlenejmartin22@gmail.com
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MILITARY HISTORY
The Military History Group meets on the first Thursday of the month and
we consider an eclectic range of topics. In the past few months we have covered SOE and Force 136 in Burma, the Battle of Britain, the Plains Indians,
the Swedish Warship Vasa and the Battle for Normandy.
Our next meeting will be at 10.30am on Thursday 5th March 2020 when we
will be discussing “Marlborough and the Rise of the British Army”. The
meeting will take place at Walnut Tree Cottage, 9A Stainswick Lane,
Shrivenham SN6 8DU.
Please note there will be no meeting in April so our next meeting will be on
7th May 2020.
You are very welcome to join us. For more information, please contact:
Bjorn Watson at bjornwatson@btinternet.com or on 01793 782 748.

MUSIC APPRECIATION
th

We meet on the 4 Monday of each month at Faringdon Library - 10.15 for
10.30 (refreshments before the programme begins). Each month a presentation is given by one of our members. The music can range from Jazz, Blues
through to classical music of all varieties. Nothing is off limits. The choice
is up to the members. And talking of members, new members are very
welcome - don't worry you wont be asked to do a presentation at your first
meeting! We are a lovely receptive group and eager to learn about music any sort of music. Meetings for Spring are as follows:
March 23rd – Mellow Cello
April 27th – programme to be arranged
There will be no meeting in May because of the Bank Holiday
For further details please contact:
Pete Stone 07990 916 539 or petestone45@btinternet.com or
Ian Clarkson 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com

OPERA
After the festive season of Don Pasquale, Showboat, La Cenerentola and The
Magic Flute, the opera for 9 March will be ‘Beatrice et Benedict’ by Hector
Berlioz in an acclaimed production from Glyndebourne Opera. April will be
Verdi’s ‘I due Foscari’ from La Scala, Milan followed in May by a modern
production of ‘Theodora’ by Fredrick Handel from Glyndebourne Opera –
described by one critic as the best thing Glyndebourne have ever done. June
will be Puccini’s ‘Tosca’ with in July to finish the season Dean’s ‘Hamlet’.
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Numbers wishing to see the various operas are increasing with full houses for
several recent productions. As previously, there will be three showings but
these will be increased by a fourth showing if there is demand; these are:
First at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon
Tel: 01367 240 713) usually on the Monday before the Faringdon U3A
Monthly Meeting. Start at 5:30pm finishing at approximately 9:30pm;
The second will be at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines,
Faringdon, Tel : 01367 241 295);
The third will be at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The Pines,
Faringdon Tel: 01367 241 430) typically starting at 2:00pm finishing
at approximately 5:00pm;
For details please contact:
Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or anthony.burdall@burdall.net),
Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or
Linda Leggett (01367 241 430).

PHOTOGRAPHY
For December the group had a photographic expedition to Tytesfield to photograph a Victorian Christmas, followed in January a visit to the Bristol Aerospace Museum to photograph Concord, now housed in a purpose made display
building. Additionally there was an extra visit to Stourhead to photograph winter landscaper. February will be a photo review of images from the previous
three months.
On 11 March there will be a photographic expedition to Farleigh Hungerford
Castle for ‘History and ruins’ with, in April a photo day 100 metres exercise
in two locations, Faringdon Market Square and Folly. May will be a visit to
Broughton Castle, Banbury for ‘Architecture and gardens’ followed in June
with an expedition to Shaftesbury and Sturminster Mill and possibly Wardour
Castle, Dorset.
In addition to regular meetings, repeat visits are arranged and bi-monthly assignments established; forthcoming assignments are ‘Spring landscape of Vale
of the White Horse’ and ‘Sport’.
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm
at the home of:
Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel: 01367 240 713;
Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).
Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce
better images.
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PLAY READING
The playreading group meets at 7 Glebe Road, Stanford in the Vale at 10.30
on the 2nd Wednesday in the month.
For more information contact Mary Love on 01367 710 754
or maryvivienlove@yahoo.com

POETRY
A group for readers of poetry, writers or people just wanting to paddle in the
shallows. We meet on the first Monday of the month at 10.30 in Faringdon
Library. We have a theme word for each meeting. These are the words for the
next few months.
2nd March - Break
6th April. - Rest
4th May
- Heaven
1st June
- Singing / Songs
Come with a poem you have written on the theme or one that you have read
and would like to discuss.
If you would like to know more please call:
Tim Hewes on 01235 868 569 or email tim.hewes50@icloud.com

QIGONG
Qigong is a holistic system of self-healing originating in China. Qigong
practice includes gentle movements, relaxation, breathing, and short meditation techniques.

It is a gentle and enjoyable form of exercise, Qigong can help to improve
circulation and mobility for all. Our core practice is based on the Tai Chi
Qigong Shibashi form which is accessible for the less mobile as it can also be
practiced whilst sitting. We practice many forms of Qigong, such as the
Healing forms, Silk Reeling movements to work on the spine and the different joints of the body. Our group is for mixed abilities, men and women.
We meet weekly on Friday mornings. Jubilee Room, The Pump House,
Faringdon Group 1 - 10.00 am until 11.00am. Group 2 - 11.15am until 12.15
pm. Both groups are full at the moment. If you would like to be placed on
our waiting list or for more information please contact:
Janette Saville (01367 243 958) or janettesaville@icloud.com

QUILTING
The Patchwork & Quilting Group meets on the last Wednesday of the
month from 2pm - 4pm at the United Church.
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Beginners and long-term quilters are all very welcome. We teach hand and
machine quilting.
For more information contact: Valerie Burdall on 01367 240 713.

QUIZ
th

March 13
April 17th May 15th June 12th
Do you like to find out all sorts of interesting facts and maybe tell us some
more? Our quizzes are very varied (different quizmasters) and we try not to
have too many about celebrities! So come along to our quiz group in the Old
Town Hall on the 2nd Friday in the month (mostly!) start time 10:30am
Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241 296 or
email sylkenbow@talktalk.net

RAMBLERS
U3A 2020 Ramblers Programme
Thursday March 26 – N.B. Meet at Coleshill café car park, SN6 7PT at
0930. not Gloucester Street car park. This will be a circular mostly flat 6.5
mile walk in pleasant countryside and will take about 3.5 hours. We shall
walk to Brimstone Farm, Colleymore farm, Great Coxwell, Ashen Copse
Farm and return to Coleshill. Walk to be led by Marcus Lapthorn.
Thursday 23 April – meet at GSCP 0930 for car sharing to Letcombe Regis
or meet at 0955 at Letcombe Regis café OX12 9RG. This 5.5 mile walk will
be led by Nina Purbrick, 07954 440 621. The walk will be a circular to
Letcombe Bassett, Devils Punch Bowl, the Ridgeway, Segsbury Fort and
return.
Thursday 28 May – meet at GSCP 0930 for car sharing to Buckland or meet
at Buckland village hall car park, SN7 8QT @ 0955. This circular 5.5 mile
walk will be led by Patrick Sharkey, 07899 846 183. We walk to Littleworth, passing St. Hugh's School. We then turn south, crossing the A420 for
the first time to Tagdown Barn, then past Carswell Golf course into the
woodland of Buckland Warren. Finally, passing by The Dovecote at Home
Farm we return to Buckland, crossing the A420 again.
Length of U3A Rambles: These will generally be circular walks between 5
and 6.5 miles and there will usually be a pub or cafe stop at the end. The
pace will be moderate and there will be a short break for drinks about half
way. It is helpful if you can let the walk leader know you are coming, to enable car sharing to be arranged.
Dogs: Dogs are welcome on walks unless otherwise stated. Dogs should be
kept under close control and on a short lead on roads, near livestock or sensi-
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tive wildlife and wherever the Walk Leader requires it. If your dog is chased
by an animal it is safer to let your dog off the lead.
For more information contact:
Marcus Lapthorn (01367 242 559 and 07811 942 108)
Email: marcuslapthorn@gmail.com

RECORDER CONSORT
The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere on
instruments ranging from sopranino to great bass, which allows access to a
wide range of music. We normally meet in the afternoons of the third and
last Thursday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, usually
starting at 2.00pm. Sessions are of about two hours duration including a
break for refreshments.
Schedule for the next few months:
19th & 26th March [the session on 26th will be at a venue tbc],
16th & 30th April,
21st & 28th May
For more information contact:
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
The programme of meetings for the Science and Technology Group for the
Spring session is as follows:
3rd March - Talk entitled "The Genetics of Human Disease" by Dr Robert
Beagrie from the Radcliffe Department of Medicine, Oxford.
April - Visit to the British Motor Museum at Gaydon, Warwickshire - date to
be confirmed.
5th May - Talk entitled "Bangs, Blasts and Buildings" by Peter Smith,
formerly of Cranfield University.
Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com or from the website.

SCRABBLE
If you understand the joy of JO, QI and ZO; the satisfaction of a seven-letter
word and why coloured squares are your friends, join fellow wordsmiths at
the newly revived Scrabble group.
We shall meet at Faringdon Library on the last Thursday of each month
(when it is closed to the public) from 2.30pm until 4.30pm. The aim is to
enjoy ourselves so, initially, there will only be friendly competition (with
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prizes
our.

). We can adapt this if enough people want to play with more vig-

There will be no need for fees and refreshments will be provided.
It would be helpful to know how many people to expect, so please email me
beforehand at: rosalind.ann.burns@gmail.com
Looking forward to seeing you.

SCRAPBOOKING
We will continue to meet on the first Tuesday of the month (3 March,
7 April and 5 May) at the Barber Rooms at 10.30 am. Currently we are filling the intricate 6" x 6" albums we made with photos and memorabilia. Future projects include making an exploding paper box! Anyone interested in
joining the group should contact:
Margaret Smith (mbsmith5@hotmail.co.uk or telephone 07508 304 503).

STRIDERS
Walks will be advertised on the website in due course.
Contact: Françoise Stacey b.f.stacey@outlook.com or 01367 241 813.

STROLLERS
The Strollers meet on the second Tuesday of the month, and typically walk
3 - 4 miles at a leisurely pace with a pub or cafe stop at the end. I have
planned urban walks for the worst of the winter months, but stout boots or
shoes are still advised. New members are always welcome, as are offers to
lead a walk from existing members!
Tuesday 10 March. Stewart Smith, a retired Head Teacher and member of
Swindon U3A, will lead a historical walk round Minster Lovell. Stewart
taught history for many years, and has a particular interest in local history.
He has a wealth of knowledge about Minster Lovell, where he was brought
up. A treat in store! Meet at GSCP at 10.00 for car sharing.
Tuesday 14 April. Meet at the Market Place, Faringdon to catch the 09.30
bus to Swindon (or meet at the Bus Station at 10.10). From there we’ll take
the 10.20 (number 51) bus to Cricklade arriving at 10.42. Cricklade is a
charming Saxon town on the Upper Thames with a variety of pubs and cafes.
Tuesday 5 May (note earlier date). Meet at GSCP at 10.00 for car sharing to
Fairford. A flat circular walk around part of the Cotswold Water Park, with
optional lunch afterwards in Fairford.
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For further details of all these walks, and to let us know you are coming,
please contact Lynn Pettit at 01367 242 019 and 07909 910 128 or
lynnkpettit@gmail.com

THEATREGOERS
Regular theatre outings to several theatres in the area mostly by arranged
transport. Because of deadlines not always possible to mention here.
If you are on the mailing list you will get prior notice and keep checking the
web site, it is the most up to date! So if you do not receive emails or letters
and would like to, then contact me:
Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added.
Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is:
Jane Horey, 01793 766 177 or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk

UKULELE
We meet on alternate Fridays ( Faringdon green recycle bin week). United
Church Hall 2.00 – 4.00. For more details, please contact:
George Bonner on 07534 481 401 or at bonnrice18@gmail.com, or
Gene on genewebb@rocketmail.com.

WINE APPRECIATION GROUP
Portugal Tasting and Christmas Lunch. Many thanks to all those dozens of
members (and partners) who graced our Festive Lunch. There’d been some
apprehension about shoe-horning in so many at Sadlers but the consensus
was that it worked really well. And particular thanks to Paul and Sietske for
giving us such good food and service.
And only a few days before the Lunch we’d had our best-attended meeting
ever when Brian Davis gave us a comprehensive tour of Portugal’s wines.
With nine wines to taste, from the country’s northern border down to the
Alentejo south of Lisbon, there was plenty to learn about and enjoy from
these often overlooked wines.
21 April. Guest Speaker, Ian Lloyd, Barber Rooms at 1400. In April we
welcome local magazine "The Advertiser's" wine correspondent, Ian Lloyd,
as our Guest Speaker. Ian has a fondness for Old World wines, particularly
France, and will conduct a tutored tasting of wines from a range of regions,
including Bordeaux, the Loire, Alsace and Provence.
Upcoming meetings
23 June
Vineyard visit
18 August
Your personal favourites
27 October
Food & Wine Match II
8 December
Festive Lunch
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New members
The Wine Appreciation Group is an unstuffy collection of people who want
to learn about and compare wines that will help us choose the best – whether
for a daily glass, a dinner party or even a wedding. We meet every two
months in Faringdon or nearby. All U3A members are welcome and there’s
no annual subscription, just a charge for each event you come to. More details on our web page.
For more information contact: David Burn on 01367 240 670.

_______________________________

Would you like to join the Swindon U3A Wind Ensemble? Do you play or
have you played in the past a wind instrument such as a clarinet, flute, oboe
or saxophone? Do you possess such an instrument and do you read music?
Swindon U3A Wind Ensemble is looking for new players, and it seems your
local U3A does not have such a group. Our present members are a mixture
of experienced players and those who have recently taken up an instrument
or not played for a long time. We play music in many different styles which
we adapt for our combination.
We meet on a Friday morning usually fortnightly in a community centre in
Swindon. Having tried us out and decided it's for you, you would need to
join Swindon U3A. Assuming you are already a U3A member, you can join
Swindon U3A as a 2nd group for a reduced rate. If you joined in March it
would cost you £14.25 (up to September). The full year's rate is £28.50.
Please phone me on 01793 535 759 or email me at
ninastimson@btinternet.com. I will tell you more. We would love to hear
from you.
Nina Stimson (Organiser, Swindon U3A Wind Ensemble)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020
To be held at the
FARINGDON CORN EXCHANGE
at
2.30pm on THURSDAY 9th APRIL 2020
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THAMES VALLEY NETWORK
NEWS
All members of Faringdon and District U3A are entitled to participate
in Thames Valley Network (TVN) events – that is why Faringdon is a
member of the Network.
The key to success is to apply as soon as you can, using the documentation that comes with the notification – or can be downloaded from
http://u3atvnetwork.org.uk/?page_id=44. The postal application
must have a cheque enclosed – places cannot be reserved over the
phone and cheques are the only method of payment (at the moment).
All arrangements are made directly between the event organiser and
the applicant.
The year’s events are listed below.
Bookings open now:
Wednesday 8th April – Cyber Crime “Protect your world”, held at
King’s Church, Amersham – a big venue (over 400 seats) so there are
virtually no restrictions on places. How vulnerable is your bank account?
Thursday 23rd April - Understanding Architecture, Study Day at
Benson
Bookings to be notified as soon as available:
Friday 29th May – Geology of the Thames Valley and why we don’t
have volcanoes. Study Day at Benson.
Wednesday 17th June – Repeat of The History Thames Study Day at
River Rowing Museum, Henley.
Wednesday 24th June – Visit to RHS Wisley
Friday 3rd July – The Biodiversity and Climate Change. Study Day at
Benson
Thursday 29th September – Beginners Ukulele Day at Benson – led
by Faringdon U3A’s ukulele group
October 5th to 11th TVN holiday to Istanbul
Friday 9th October – Quiz Study Day. Being held at Benson.
Peter Foot on 01367 358 046 and p.foot47@gmail.com
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Concord at the Bristol Aerospace Museum - Photography Group

Winter Landscape at Stourhead - Photography Group

