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MEETINGS CALENDAR
We are having our General Meetings via Zoom until we can all meet together safely in the Corn Exchange. These will take place at 2.30pm on the second Thursday in the month, as usual. The programme of speakers has only
been booked until June 2021. Future speakers may be via Zoom or when
rules allow, in person again. We will continue to advertise the talks in the
usual publications and of course on the Faringdon u3a website.
Each month, all our members will be sent an email and you just need to click
on the button in the meeting invitation and follow the instructions. This
email will be sent out by Ricky Cunningham, IT Coordinator, about a week
before the meeting. Do look in your junk file if you cannot see the email.
The number of viewers has been increasing each month and we were delighted to have 100 viewers for the January talk.
Our talks cover quite a wide range of interests but if you hear a good talk and
feel our members would enjoy it, do send me the details. Also, if you would
like a talk on a specific topic that you think would be of general interest,
again do contact me and I will try and source a speaker
Of course, we are all looking forward to seeing everyone again in the Corn
Exchange, especially as some of our members have received the first dose of
the vaccine. However, we must wait until the national rules allow us to meet
together again.
Shela Rowan
Speaker Coordinator
Thursday 11th March 2021 Via Zoom
Many of our members are interested in history, so this month’s talk will appeal to those members especially, but I hope also to everyone who would
like to know more about cathedrals. Our speaker is Doctor Richard Fisher
and his talk is entitled, ‘Three Choirs and a Reformation: The Cathedrals
of Hereford, Gloucester and Worcester under Henry VIII.’
The survival of the cathedrals through the turbulent years of Henry VIII’s
reign is one of the anomalous features of his peculiarly English version of a
reformed church. Yet despite his determination to dissolve all the monastic
foundations across the nation Henry inaugurated six new cathedrals in former large abbey churches. But which did he choose, and why? Richard
Fisher, who now teaches medieval art-history at Bristol University, explores
this topic with reference to three cities in the west of England, examining the
varied layout of their cathedral buildings and contents.
Thursday 8th April 2021 via Zoom
Those members with a long memory will recall Timothy Walker’s excellent
talk to Faringdon u3a, a few years ago. His talk this time is called, ‘How to
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Garden in the 21st Century,’ and he has devised the talk as so many groups
had requested a talk on the future of gardening in the UK. This has been
stimulated in part by the changes that we are seeing in our weather and climate. Gardeners are perhaps more aware of these changes than other groups
in Society. This talk looks at the many ways that gardeners can reduce their
impact on the World’s natural resources and at the same time help those
plants whose habitat is evolving faster that they can. It is about much more
than global warming and using peat!
Timothy Walker has been giving lectures to groups since 1986 around the
world. He is now a stipendiary lecturer in Plant Sciences at Somerville College Oxford and also at Pembroke College and Hertford College, Oxford.
Thursday 13th May 2021 Via Zoom
Our speaker this month is also a returning speaker! Al Sylvester’s talk is
about, ‘The RAF Mountain Rescue Service.’ Al was a renowned RAF
Rescue Service leader with over 20 years of service. He has attended over
400 rescue operations including the recovery and rescue of downed aircrew
from military fast jets and civilian aircraft. Thankfully, the majority of his
rescue missions involved successfully searching for and evacuating injured
walkers from some of the most hostile environments of the British mountain
ranges. His talk this month will be about these experiences and is sure to be
exciting.
Thursday 10th June 2021 Via Zoom
This month we welcome back one of our most popular speakers, Dr. David
Jones who works at the Natural History Museum in London and lectures at
Imperial College. He is an entomologist specialising in soil ecology and his
topic for this talk is The Ecology of Earthworms. How many native species of earthworms are there in Britain, what do they eat and how do they
contribute to soil processes and ecosystem health? Drawing on his own research, David reveals some of the fascinating secrets about earthworms and
their role in temperate habitats.
David is a very engaging and humorous speaker who speaks interestingly
about his scientific work. His talks are delivered with eloquence and a fair
degree of wit!
We would like more people to watch our Zoom monthly meeting talks, but
we know that some people are worried about using Zoom. You don’t need
to have a Zoom account to attend a Zoom meeting. So please give it a try at
our next meeting, just click on the button in the meeting invitation that is
sent out before each meeting. Then follow the instructions on your screen.
Ricky Cunningham
IT/Website Coordinator
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Chairman’s Message
This report covers the period between the AGMs in Summer 2020 and
Spring 2021.
The AGM for the period April 2019 to July 2020 was of necessity
completed online and with a postal option and took place within the
permitted time of 15 months between AGMs. The Annual Report was
completed and posted online as well as a draft copy published in the
Spring Newsletter. The Accounts were audited, signed off by the
Committee and the Annual Return sent to the Charities Commission,
fulfilling our Constitutional obligations. The online voting was finalised on June 30th 2020. The results were published on our website and
in the Summer Newsletter. We are extremely grateful to Ricky, Liz
and Roger for doing all the organisation and administration to make it
happen especially as it was a new venture for our U3A team. There
were no new appointments this year and the Committee remained the
same. Thank you to everybody who voted.
In May, we decided to try something that has now become very much
a part of our everyday lives at U3A namely a trial Zoom for our Committee meeting. Again, we looked to our IT department for technical
wizardry and again they did not let us down. Our first meeting was
very successful and we decided that for the time being this would be
our way forward. Nearly one year on and we are still using Zoom not
only for Committee Meetings, but also for our Thursday monthly
meetings and by groups who are able to continue to meet online.

The Zoom boom quickly took off and speakers contacted Shela with a
view to coming to our Thursday meetings but we decided to ask Valerie Calderbank to be our guinea pig. Her talk about the night sky
was very informative and well suited to Zoom. In August we looked
to Danielle to lead the way with her most interesting talk about Medical Detection dogs. This was a huge success and lots of people took
up the challenge of Zoom and discovered how wonderful it is to see
people we hadn’t seen for weeks and to know they were keeping well.
By September we were ready to branch out, and an old friend of
Faringdon U3A, Ian Keable returned with his talk: The Art of Trickery. In October we welcomed Paul Colley talking about marine environment and illustrated with his own amazing photography. Debbie
Evans introduced us to her Jack Russell, Rolo, who is the inspiration
for all her books for children. In December, Dr Francis Burroughs
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introduced us to the wonders of glass, showing us some really remarkable examples of ancient glass from his own collection. In January
2021, Jessica Beere from the Vale of the White Horse District Council, attracted the largest following on Zoom of all our speakers so far
as we logged on to hear her talk about what happens to our kerbside
recycling. Obviously passionate about her subject, Jessica informed
and delighted us with her knowledge and enthusiasm and she answered all 16 questions with fortitude. As a result we decided to upgrade our Zoom subscription so that no-one need be disappointed. In
February we welcomed Faringdon and District U3A member, Mike St
Maur Shiel, who took us on a tour of WW1 battle sites inspired by his
exhibition, Fields of Battle, Lands of Peace. In March we look forward to meeting Doctor Richard Fisher with his talk entitled Three
Choirs and a Reformation: The Cathedrals of Hereford, Gloucester
and Worcester under Henry VIII. We are very grateful to all our
speakers this year and to Shela and Danielle for organising such a
wide range of subjects and providing write ups for the Newsletter so
that we can be reminded of what we have heard or read about what we
have missed. We hope there is something to interest everybody.
This year the Committee, decided to buy into the Third Age Trust administration system called Beacon. It is now up and running and has
been particularly helpful; to Ricky and Liz as they processed our renewals and in time, to group leaders for organising group information.
Training is being organised for group leaders and I am grateful to Neal
and Ricky for getting this started.
Sadly, this year we have not been able to meet face to face so instead
of thanking our group leaders and new members at our June coffee
morning, I am doing it now. A big thank you to the group leaders
who have been able to keep their groups active and I know that many
groups who have found this lockdown difficult have remained hopeful
that U3A will be able to resume normal meetings once Covid has been
controlled. My thanks also go to the new members who, inspite of all
the difficulties have decided to give U3A a try…welcome! We are all
in this together. In August we would normally have met for our Summer Lunch and it saddened us all not to be able to this year. The Open
Day and January Japes had to be cancelled for this year too, but we
look forward to the time when we will be able to share hospitality
again.
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Following the success of our online AGM last year, we have decided
to do the same this year. We are still unlikely to be able to use the
Corn Exchange as it looks probable that we will be in lockdown or at
least, have restrictions on group gatherings by the time of our April
meeting. Please see Roger’s letter of explanation on the next page.
In this very difficult year, my personal thanks go to the Committee
whose support is invaluable. Everyone has their own part to play but
will also step up to the mark when it is needed. I must thank the
Newsletter Editor, who continues to produce an informative and interesting publication. He is always on the lookout for photographs for
the covers of the Newsletter, so if you can help please feel free to send
them to him.
I have nearly completed my third year as your Chairman and it has
been a privilege, but now, according to the Constitution, I will be
standing down. Nigel has also expressed the desire to stand down. Nigel has been an outstanding Treasurer and it has been an honour to
work alongside him. He leaves with our most grateful thanks. You
still have time to propose our replacements and for U3A to keep going
we need both of these officers on the Committee. It means that at the
AGM 2021 we need to have found my replacement, a new Treasurer
and following her recent resignation, a new Programme Co-ordinator
to work with Shela. Danielle has decided that her work with Medical
Detection Dogs must take priority and those of us who heard her talk,
realise how passionate she is working for this charity and we wish her
well. I am most grateful for everything she has done to support the
work of the Committee. Geoff will also be relinquishing the reins at
the Newsletter desk. I have always looked forward with interest to his
choice of photographs either from his collection or from donations. If
you can help to keep our U3A alive and thriving, please come forward.
Whoever steps up to the challenge of the Chairman’s seat, I can assure
you an interesting and enjoyable three years and I wish my successor,
and all who join the Committee, a happy and rewarding time.

In the meantime, remember to Learn, Laugh and Live
With Very Best Wishes

Margaret Brown

chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk
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NOTICE OF 2021 AGM ARRANGEMENTS
The AGM cannot go ahead in the Corn Exchange or Zoom due to the
current restrictions. In order to meet our constitutional requirements, we
need to conduct our AGM by the end of July. Hence, the Committee has
decided to organise an online AGM to allow Members to vote on the
necessary motions. If you have an Email address and Internet access, you
will receive an Email containing a link to the online voting form at the
beginning of April. If you require a paper copy, please contact me and I
will post a paper copy to you with the necessary information you will
need to be able to cast your vote. Please remember to state how many
people in your house will be voting to receive the correct number of voting forms. Please only apply for a paper copy if you cannot vote online.
The Minutes of last year’s AGM and the Chairman’s report can be
viewed on our website
https://faringdondistrictu3a.com/annual-report-minutes/
The Chairman’s report is also in this Newsletter.
The Accounts for the last Financial Year will be attached to the Email or
paper copy you will receive.
There are 3 Committee vacancies for which nominations are requested.
Chairman – stepping down after serving maximum 3 year period
Treasurer
Committee Member
Also the Newsletter Editor will be standing down after the AGM so we
need a replacement candidate for this role.
Please submit your nominations to the secretary at
rogatmidfield@aol.com or by mail to Roger Wilkins, 6, Fairthorne
Way, Shrivenham, SN6 8EB before the last day of March 2021. If you
are willing to stand for any of the positions please submit your own
name. Further information can be obtained from any member of the
Committee or the Chairman.
Please do vote as we need to reach a quorum of 10% of members voting.
Thank you for your support and understanding in these trying times.
Very Best Wishes
Roger Wilkins,
Secretary
Faringdon and District U3A
Contact telephone number: 01793 782 498
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FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A COMMITTEE 2018/19
Margaret
Brown

Chairman

Roger
Wilkins

Secretary

Neal
Cotton

Groups
Co-ordinator

Liz
Cunningham
Ricky
Cunningham
Peter
Foot

Membership
Secretary

Rita
Higazi

Events and
Venue Team

Danielle
Mills

Programme
Team

Peter
Robinson

Events and
Venue Team

Shela
Rowan

Speakers
Coordinator

Alison
Thomson

Vice Chairman/Publicity

Nigel
Wilkinson

Treasurer

01367 615 385
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk
01793 782 498
rogatmidfield@aol.com
01367 252 495
91gometz@gmail.com

01367 242 626
membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk
IT/Website
01367 242 626
Coordinator
itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
Thames Valley
01367 358 046
p.foot47@gmail.com
Representative

DEADLINE

FOR

01367 244 494
ritahigazi@hotmail.com
01367 718 625
danielle@dcspi.com
01367 718 566
peterrobinsonnew@aol.com
01367 243 636
smr280652@gmail.com
01367 241 204
amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk
01367 242 809
nwilkinson@btinternet.com

SUMMER 2021 NEWSLETTER

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the
Editor: newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk
by Wednesday 12th May 2021
The Summer Newsletter will cover June, July and August.
It will be posted to all members in early June.
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting - Thursday 10th December
“The Wonderful World of Glass’”
Dr. Francis Burroughes
On the 10th December Faringdon
U3A was visited on Zoom by Dr.
Francis Burroughes a renowned expert
in his field, who
has appeared
many times on
television antique programmes. His
talk was entitled ‘The Wonderful World of
Glass’. He was
able to demonstrate types and
designs of glass
through many
centuries by
using examples from his own collection.
He started by saying that he was
delighted to be back in Faringdon as
he used to play the organ at All
Saints church and knows the town
well.

Astonishingly glass appeared about
7.5million years ago as Obsidian,
which resulted from extreme pressured volcanic activity. The Victorians loved the colours of Obsidian
and crafted it into jewellery, often
making streaks of white to go

through the brown, green or blue
glass.
Modern glass,
made by humans first appeared in 35003000BC in
Mesopotamia
but quickly
spread eastwards and down
through the
Mediterranean
to Egypt, often
brightly coloured and used
in burial sites.

The Middle
East became the hub for glass making but it was the Romans who in
about 100BC started blowing glass,
thus extending the uses to which
glass can be put, then took glass
making to all the countries they conquered.
If glass was slightly opaque it shows
that the glass was made by an itinerant glassmaker who was not fussy
about the materials he used. If bubbles appear in the glass, the glass
was melted at too low a temperature
instead of 1400C.
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In the Middle Ages, Venice became
the most important and wealthiest
trading city in Europe, due to the
Silk and Spice roads, importing luxury goods from the east. Middle Eastern glassmakers realised it was far
more sensible to make the glass in
Venice rather than send their priceless goods to Venice, so they arrived
in their droves until 1264 when Venetian lawmakers declared that all
glass should be made on Murano.
After time, many moved to the countries of Europe and into the UK.
Sussex became very important in the
12th, 13th and 14th centuries, due to
all the forests and sandy soil suitable
for glass making.
th

By the beginning 17 century, King
James I/VI made a law, still existing
at present, making it illegal to blow
glass in Sussex, thus preserving the
forests that had been used for furnaces.
The glass blowers moved to Southwark, Newcastle and one glassmaker
moved to Bristol. Each location had
sand suitable for glassmaking close
by. Glass still appeared quite opaque
at that time but a George Ravenscroft
from Southwark found a formula to
make clear glass. This took him 15
years. Ravenscroft glass is now very
sought after and expensive.

Bristol, in the early 18th century was
second only to London in population
but more important in terms of goods
imported and exported throughout
the world. Cobalt from Saxony was
brought through Bristol towards the
Staffordshire potteries. The glass-

makers in Bristol found that cobalt
turned glass blue as well; as a result
blue glass made anywhere in the
world is always called Bristol Glass.
Henry Wilkinson was a silversmith
from Sheffield who, in 1876, made
enormously collectible items, by
using silver to decorate blue glass.
A life time study by a Birmingham
silversmith, who has since retired,
discovered how to rivet silver on to
glass. Another German silversmith
also found the method, but has also
since retired. So far, no one else has
been able to achieve the same thing.

Graus art glass has multi colours
within the glass, making the surface
iridescent.
A bottle was shown with a silver
stopper dated 1805, engraved with
the name Victory, and a silver collar
hallmarked 1876 placed where the
top of the bottle had been broken.
Obviously an important story is behind those facts.
This was a very informative and
interesting talk, with many beautiful
items shown to us, but also peppered
with most amusing anecdotes.
A version of this report written by
Danielle Mills appeared in the
December edition of The Advertiser.
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Meeting - Thursday 19th January
“How Recycling Works”
Jessica Beare
Have you ever wondered if an item
is recyclable or for land fill?

Jessica Beare, a Waste and Recycling Officer at the
Vale of the White
Horse gave us a very
interesting and informative Zoom talk in
January.
Jessica showed a pyramid chart demonstrating methods of waste
disposal in order of
preference, going from
the lowest, Disposal,
(actually landfill) now
£94 per tonne charged
to the Council - Energy
Recovery, where any
waste produces a byproduct usually by incineration.
Recycling is next, which breaks
down to remake into a new product.
Reuse is the next level, moving then
to Minimisation - consciously reducing the amount of waste thrown
away. At the top of the pyramid is
Prevention – the effort of not creating waste at all i.e. buying loose fruit
and veg, refill stations.
The 50% target for recycled waste
by December 2020, was not met due
to Covid, VoWH got to 47%. In
2018 it was determined that all plastic packaging must be reusable, recy-

clable or compostable by 2025, the
elimination of central landfill and
unnecessary plastic waste by 2030
and all avoidable waste by 2050.
A Deposit Return
Scheme (a charge is
made but is returned to
the consumer on the
return of the product)
and, very importantly,
the Extended Producer
Responsibility forcing
producers to make
products environmentally friendly and recyclable, will help with
this initiative. A Plastic
Packaging Tax will be
introduced on items
that are not recyclable.

Why recycle?
An area of 1.6million sq kilometres
of microplastics from polyester
clothes and larger pieces of plastic
exists in the Pacific Ocean, contributing to killing 1 million seabirds
and 10,000 sea mammals every year.
It is estimated that by 2050 there will
be more plastic in the oceans than
fish.
Adverse health effects on humans
through ingesting reused plastic.
Saving resources and energy. 1 litre
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plastic bottle = 10 litres of water!
The VoWH usually has a 62.5%
recycling rate, the fourth best in the
country. Regrettably there is still a
problem with contamination – the
wrong items in the wrong bins!
In addition to the well known recyclable items, food trays, chocolate
box inserts, wine bottle lids, aerosol
cans and tetra packs all go in the
green bins. Plastic bottles should be
squashed before putting the lids back
on. All items should be clean and dry
to avoid contamination. Items with
burnt on food should go in the black
bins!
Accepted recycling logos are the
triangular three pointed arrows and
secondly the two images green and
black indicating ‘recycle’ or ‘don’t
recycle’. If packaging says “check
local recycling” – then please check
with VoWH, by email or with
Binzone, the app. Any other logos
should be disregarded - probably not
recyclable.
Black bins are for general waste: films, crisp and biscuit packages,
polystyrene, flower pots, kitchen
roll, coffee cups, pizza boxes, crisp
tubes and blister packs etc.
Food caddies are for anything from
the kitchen including bones, egg
shells, used cooking oil and anything
mouldy,
What happens to our waste?
Food waste goes into an anaerobic

digester to be made, into energy for
4800 homes in Oxfordshire
Garden waste is composted and
usually sold on or donated at the
Compost Giveaway!
General waste is sent for incineration. The energy is captured and
feeds over 60,000 homes in Oxfordshire. Incineration saves 95% of any
possible landfill.
Recycling is collected, sorted and
taken to a Material Recycling Facility where it is scanned for contaminants. If levels are too high the
whole load has to be incinerated.
Each type of item is then processed
at the facility and sold on to external
companies. Both VoWH and Biffa
determine where all their products
go to.
Barriers to successful recycling:
Contamination: nappies, textiles,
food waste and black bin liners in
the wrong bins. VoWH report a
12% contamination rate.
Environmental Movements and
Blanket Approaches: Despite the
environmental lobbies, VoWH say
that plastic is OK because it can be
recycled and can make the Council
money!
A version of this report written by
Danielle Mills appeared in the
February edition of The Advertiser.
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Meeting - Thursday 11th February
“Fields of Battle - Lands of Peace ”
Mike St. Maur Sheil
Having studied photography at Oxford, Mike, now a member of
Faringdon u3a, became a photo/
journalist covering
the problems in
Northern Ireland
and since then has
travelled all over
the world in his
working life as a
photographer.
The idea for
“Fields of Battle –
Lands of Peace”
was conceived in
2005 when people
started discussing
the centenary of
the First World
War. Mike had
contacted the late
Professor Richard Holmes, well
known for his history talks on the
television and the idea for a photographic exhibition was mooted.
The exhibition was initially in St
James’ Park and displayed as a gallery of photographs. One was entitled “First World War 1914-1923”
as, in fact, military operations still
existed until 1924 with the final
signing of peace with Turkey in
1924.
A map of the world showed that a
very large proportion of countries

were involved in the war either by
providing men for labour or actual
combatants.

The exhibition was
not to be commemorative; it was
to be a look to the
future – to have
been part of a war
that would lead to
a better world.
The exhibition has
now been shown
in 35 cities in nine
countries, with an
audience of over
twelve million
people. The photographs were
alternated according to the exhibiting country, showing very pertinent
pictures.
Mike showed us many amazing
photographs demonstrating all aspects of life during wartime:
A train station which the Germans

has built to transport on one day
alone 450,000 troops across the
Rhine.
Unexploded shells by the sides of
fields in France, which have been
dug up by tractors ploughing. It is
recorded that a quarter of shells did
not explode as a result of bad man-
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ufacture.

Cemetery cross of an American

nurse who lost her life because she
gave her gas mask to an injured
soldier.
Views of trenches, soon left in
favour of fighting from shell holes.
Sometimes right next to a hole
occupied by the enemy.
A chapel which had been carved
out by French soldiers, whilst sheltering in a quarry.
An excerpt from a 13year 10month
old American soldier! He went on
to serve in the First, Second and
the Korean wars.
A football, not the Christmas Day
match which did not actually happen, but a match the London Irish
played.
The Battle of the Atlantic, which if
it had not been won could have
been the end of the First World
War, as Britain only had enough
wheat for 6 weeks, having lost 25%

of all shipping destined for our
shores.
The Dolomites – at -30/
-40degrees – a very hard fought
battle field.
Gallipoli, where the sea turned red
for 30 metres out, due to the Turks
killing the landing troops.
The Russian front – an essential
part of the allies winning the war.
In 1915 55% of all German troops
were in Russia, not fighting on the
Western Front!
Personalised graves in Commonwealth War Graves Commission
cemeteries.
“I have many times asked myself
whether there could be more potent
advocates of peace on earth, for the
years to come, than this mass multitude of silent witnesses to the desolation of war”. Spoken by King
George VI at Tyne Cot cemetery in
Ypres.
Report written by Danielle Mills

Ypres - Mike Sheil
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FARINGDON GROUPS
Accessible Ukuleles
Art
Ashmolean
Astronomy
Books
Bridge - All levels
Cryptic Crosswords
Current Affairs
Dressmaking for All
Embroidery
Family History
Folk Dancing
Foreign Language Films
French Conversation
French Intermediate & Advanced
Gardeners
German
Golf Croquet (summer)
History
History of Art
Italian - Improvers
Jazz
Mah Jong
Military History
Music Appreciation
Opera
Photography
Play Reading
Poetry
Qigong
Quilting
Quiz
Ramblers
Recorder Consort
Science & Technology
Scrabble
Scrapbooking
Spanish - Intermediate
Striders
Strollers
Theatre Goers
Ukulele
Wine Appreciation

Jenny Braithwaite
Sally Bull
Kay Fox
Shela Rowan
Stuart Priest
Kay Chamberlain
Steve Braithwaite
Peter Smith
Sheila Giles
Valerie Burdall
Suellen Pedley
Ian Clarkson
Val Hudspeth
Robin Stewart
Françoise Stacey
Carolyn Williams
Christina Field
Victoria Paleit
Steve Braithwaite
Mike Iremonger
Mairead Boyce
Jenny Braithwaite
Patrick Wheare
Carolyn Clarkson
Bjorn Watson
Peter Stone
Anthony Burdall
Anthony Burdall
Mary Love
Tim Hewes
Janette Saville
Valerie Burdall
Sylvia Bowley
Marcus Lapthorn
Peter Smith
Ron Colyer

Margaret Smith
Carolyn Taylor
Françoise Stacey
Lynn Pettit
Sylvia Bowley
Gene Webb
David Burn

01367 240 929
07808 136 919
01367 240 604
01367 243 636
01367 240 118
01367 242 647
01367 240 929
01367 241 241
Sheila@tjg00.plus.com
01367 240 713
01367 710 680
01793 782 836
01367 241 035
01367 241 295
01367 241 813
01367 241 208
01367 241 265
01865 821 594
01367 240 929
01367 241 361
01367 243 065
01367 240 929
01367 241 927
01793 782 836
01793 782 748
07990 916 539
01367 240 713
01367 240 713
01367 710 754
01235 868 569
01367 243 958
01367 240 713
01367 241 296
07811 942 108
01367 241 241
01793 782 363

01793 710 800
01367 242 490
01367 241 813
01367 242 019
01367 241 296
01367 242222
01367 240 670
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator
Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or
email: 91gometz@gmail.com
Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of groups
is provided on page 15.
Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the Group
Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has room for new
members. All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups,
but before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups
Co-ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest
Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and
time(s).
For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester
Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street.

ACCESSIBLE UKULELES
We invite more players to our group which meets every Tuesday at 10.30am
via Zoom. Whatever your standard, you are welcome.
We like to feel that we are ‘accessible to all’, hence our name, so even if you
have not played before, we can teach you. In normal times, this would be in a
small group, but as it will be via Zoom, it will probably be one-to-one for the
first few lessons, with a view to joining the Tuesday group before long. The
advantage of Zoom is that you can play wrong notes or sing off-key, and noone can hear you!
You do not need a Uke, as we can lend you one. The only other requirement
is to have a large enough screen (i.e. not a phone) in order to access Zoom
easily, and preferably, but not necessarily, access to a printer as well.
Please ring Jenny on 01367 240 929
or email: jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk

ART
Classes continue successfully on Zoom until an easing of lockdown and
some warm weather when we can hopefully meet outside.
Please contact:
Sally Bull - sally.bull@talktalk.net 07808 136 919
Kay Fox - philippafox@btinternet.com 07786 423 574
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ASHMOLEAN
These meetings at The Ashmolean can’t take place now but we hope to resume our monthly meetings at some point in 2021.
The Ashmolean museum remains closed, but the website has several interesting resources to view.
Normally, the visits are on the first Thursday in the month. The meeting
starts with the group gathering at 10.45 or 12 noon in the Greek & Roman
Sculpture Gallery of The Ashmolean, immediately to the left as you go in
through the main entrance to the museum. Each lecture lasts for one hour.
There is a non-returnable fee of £8 per person attending, which is required at
least a week before each visit. If for any reason members are unable to attend
there will be no refund as we notify the museum in advance of our group
numbers. New members are always welcome to attend. Members usually
travel to Oxford by bus.
For further details please contact:
Shela Rowan (01367 243 636 or smr280652@gmail.com) or
Aileen Bridge (01793 784 720 or aileen.bridge@gmail.com).

ASTRONOMY
There are no longer monthly meetings but up-to-date information can be
found in the monthly Astronomy Newsletter posted on our website.
For more information please contact the coordinator
Stuart Priest 01367 240 118.

BRIDGE
Intermediate and Experienced. Members have continued to receive a
“Corona Homework” every Wednesday, with the answers appearing the
following week with the next homework. These homeworks will continue up
to March 17th, exactly a year after they started.
Lessons are now taking place online, using Real Bridge, a new online platform where players can see and talk to their partner and opponents, and
where I can visit their table to offer advice.
Over fifty members have so far taken part in these online lessons up to the
middle of February.
Provisional dates for the next two months:
Mon Mar 8th Wed Mar 10th
Mon Mar 22nd
Wed Mar 24th
th
Mon Apr 12 Wed Apr 14th
Mon Apr 26th Wed Apr 28th
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May dates to be arranged
The Monday lesson is repeated on Wednesday so players can choose which
to attend.
For further details please contact:
Steve Braithwaite (steve.bridge1@gmail.com or 01367 240 929).

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS
According to the rules, roam around inside national boundaries (6)
Since the last Newsletter, the Cryptic Crosswords Group has remained very
active.
The Winter Newsletter featured a Prize Puzzle set by Group members which
was won by Sally Hume whose prize was a £15 voucher. We had a Group
Christmas competition which involved solving both a cryptic and, to ring the
changes, a general knowledge crossword. Solvers were asked to select particular letters from the completed grid of each puzzle to find a well known carol
[Adeste Fideles] and a well-known person [Peter Smith (!)] The winner was
Steve Perry who has a bottle of red waiting him when Lockdown 3 eases.
By the time you read this at the beginning of March, we will be approaching
our fiftieth cycle of solving and clue-writing competitions – I expect Competition 50 will be ‘special’. Let’s hope we don’t have too many more!
The answer to the clue above is what we all hope our lives might be before
too long!
If you would like to know more, contact the group leader:
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

CURRENT AFFAIRS
We cover a wide range of subjects which are, or have been, currently in the
news as well as subjects of topical interest which we think are worth discussing. We would very much like new members to join our group.
We meet on the second Thursday in the month at 10.30am by Zoom.
Contact Sheila Giles at Sheila@tjg00.plus.com

EMBROIDERY
As the group have not been able to meet since the beginning of the covid
emergency, I trust everyone is working at their projects at home, to while
away the tedium of life under the Lockdown. If anyone needs advice or assistance they can contact me by email or phone.
Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680 or suellenpedley@aol.com).
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FAMILY HISTORY
After almost a year without meetings and only sporadic emails to maintain
contact, the Experienced Group held an experimental Zoom meeting at the
beginning of February. This seemed to go down well with participants and
we are therefore having a further meeting on the morning of Friday 5th
March. I will send out invitations to Group Members nearer the time but if
any other members – either from previous FH groups or those simply wanting to know about us – would like to join us, please contact me by email and
I will add you the list of invitees.
Ian Clarkson, 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com

FRENCH CONVERSATION
French classes have resumed and are now taking place on Zoom, at 14.30
for the advanced group and at 16.15 for the intermediate level, every Monday.
For more information contact:
Françoise Stacey on 01367 241 813 or b.f.stacey@outlook.com

GARDENERS
Due to the current covid situation it is not proposed to hold any face to face
meetings or visits until the restrictions are lifted and it is possible to meet
safely.
Meanwhile enjoy your gardens, patios or window boxes as soon as the
weather improves.

For further information contact: Christina Field on 01367 241 265.

HISTORY OF ART
We will meet via Zoom on the 3rd Thursday, at 2.30 pm. In March Mike
Iremonger's presentation which he has called 'More than Just an Art Quiz',
will contain works by 15 artists and a timespan of nearly 600 years. He will
explore how famous artists have produced unexpected art as well as their
more well known works. April and May still to be decided.
Further information please contact me
Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065 or boycemairead@aol.com

INTERMEDIATE ITALIAN
The group has continued to meet every two weeks via Zoom since the beginning of April. The lesson is presented in turn by those members who feel
able and I send round a task or some homework during the week between
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lessons. Our progress is slower than it was when we met face to face, but we
are, hopefully, preventing ourselves from regressing. Moreover, we still
enjoy it!
Please ring Jenny on 01367 240 929 or email: jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk

JAZZ
As I said here before, the good news is that Pete Stone is continuing his
daily emailed jazz links, which ensure that the group continues actively and
gives us all a great deal of musical pleasure. Many thanks, Pete. But he’d
like a bit of help to keep things going, so any ideas/suggestions will be very
welcome. Everyone should try to come up with at least one musical idea,
please.
I’ll continue to forward details of live jazz etc when I get them. In the meanwhile keep fit and take care. For any other information ring or email me :
Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or patandeve@wheare.me).

MILITARY HISTORY
The Military History Group normally meets on the first Thursday of the
month and we consider an eclectic range of topics. Of necessity our meetings
have been suspended over the lockdown but we have now successfully converted to Zoom.
To start this year we are focusing on the French Revolution and the rise and
fall of Napoleon. The first talk in January by Alison Thomson was "WAR,
WAR and WAR! - Leading up to the Fall of the Ancien Regime 1740 –
1788”. Then in February Alison talked about "The Estates General, Government by Terror and the Guillotine, leading to political chaos and the
French Revolutionary Wars 1789 - 1802"
Our next meeting will be a Zoom meeting at 10.30am on Thursday 4th
March 2021 when we will be discussing the Napoleonic Wars from 1802 to
1815. Followed in April with a detailed look at the Waterloo Campaign and
in May we will do an assessment of Napoleon as a military commander to
coincide with the 200th anniversary of his death on 6th May 1821. In June we
plan to have talk by John Varney on the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71.
If you wish to join us, please contact Bjorn Watson at
bjornwatson@btinternet.com to be included in the Zoom meeting or on
01793 782 748.

MUSIC APPRECIATION
It is too soon to state when something will happen regarding the U3A Music
Appreciation Group but as soon as is safely practical we will be having our
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monthly coming together. What sort of "music"? Music is music - therefore
nothing is off-limits. The members decide and deliver the talks, with examples, and all are welcomed. You might not like all offerings but we're sure
you will always find something new to surprise and excite you. Please watch
out for messages that we are back in business.
Pete Stone 07990 916 539 or petestone45@btinternet.com or
Ian Clarkson 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com

OPERA
The last Group Meeting, to see Berlioz’s ‘Béatrice et Bénédict’ from Glyndebourne Opera, was in March 2020. Since then there have been no meetings.
It is difficult to envisage when we might be able meet again as a group to
enjoy opera and some socialising and in what format. If, however, you are
interested in opera and would like to join in the online viewing and exchange
of DVDs please do get in touch.
For details please contact:
Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or anthony.burdall@burdall.net),
Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or
Linda Leggett (01367 241 430).

PHOTOGRAPHY
The Photographic group continues to meet, albeit tentatively, and increasingly via Zoom. The February Meeting was a discussion on the Why, Where,
and How of post processing as part of the photographers task of making a
photograph. Plans for March, April and May are, of necessity unclear but
there will be some activity with, if at all safe and sensible, a photographic
expedition.
If you are interested in photography and would like to join the group discussions, please do get in touch.
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at
2.30pm at the home of:
Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel: 01367 240 713;
Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).
Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce
better images.

PLAY READING
The Playreading Group has not been meeting, during lockdown or recently
but things might change soon, and I will keep in touch with members. For
more information contact
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Mary Love on 01367 710 754
or maryvivienlove@yahoo.com

QIGONG
Qigong is a holistic system of self healing originating in China. The Practice
includes gentle movements, relaxation, breathing and short meditation techniques.
This is a gentle and enjoyable form of exercise, and can help to improve
circulation and mobility for all. Our core practice is based on the Tai Chi
Qigong Shibashi form which is accessible to the less mobile as it can be
practised whilst sitting. This group is for mixed abilities of men and women.
We have been unable to practice in the Jubilee room during the current situation. The Town Council will be advising shortly when they intend to re-open
with Covid-19 safety measures in place. Those wishing to attend the sessions once the venue is available should contact Janette.
Janette Saville (01367 243 958) or janettesaville@icloud.com

QUIZ
Do you like to find out all sorts of interesting facts and maybe tell us some
more? Our quizzes are very varied (different quizmasters) and we try not to
have too many about celebrities!
Because of the difficulties at the moment it is impossible to hold our normal
sessions in the old town hall so we are copying the main meeting and holding
the quiz group on ZOOM. The next dates will be
March 12
April 9
May 7
It is easy to use and so if you want any help then just ask!
Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241 296 or
email sylkenbow@talktalk.net

RAMBLERS
Why do we join rambler’s groups? Some may join because they wish to keep
fit and others because they would like to have some social contact. It seems
to have been a long time since we last held a group walk so how have we all
managed? Many of us have taken to solo walking or perhaps as a couple.
One of the many nice things we have experienced is the sight of so many
people out walking, running or cycling. Even though we may just say ‘good
morning’ it is sociable to speak, as it could be the only voice some persons
may hear all day. We also have nice countryside close by although much of it
is rather wet underfoot in recent times! It is also so nice to see whole families
out enjoying themselves and escaping from electronic devices! On a recent
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local walk I was amazed to count about 50 people in Coxwell road all within
my eyesight at the same time! I look forward to welcoming you all back to
U3A rambling some time in 2021. Until then do keep safe and well.
For more information contact:
Marcus Lapthorn (07811 942 108)
Email: marcuslapthorn@gmail.com

RECORDER CONSORT
The Recorder Consort last met in February 2020 and though its sabbatical
continues, there has been some Consort activity.
We had a Christmas quiz centered on the recorder which asked, among other
questions: (1) Which English king was a devoted recorder fan, owned several
matched sets of recorders and also played the instrument? and (2) Which of
Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos includes parts for two alto recorders? The
quiz was won by Alison Corley who will receive her bottle of red when
restrictions ease.
Thanks to Nell Baker, we were invited to join the Fairford Recorder Group’s
Christmas Zoom meeting where, through the wonder of MuseScore, we were
able to play along with an interesting selection of Christmas music, ending
with Frosty The Snowman!
We are sure that we’ll be back playing together later in 2021 – we just can’t
say when at the moment.
Quiz answers are (1) Henry VIII and (2) No 4 in G Major BVW 1049
For more information contact:
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Please note that there are no planned activities by the Science and Technology Group for the period covered by the Spring Newsletter. Further details
can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com or from the website.

SCRAPBOOKING
In January we managed to hold our first Zoom meeting. It was good to see
everyone and to hear what members of the group have been up to during
lockdown. We talked about a future project, and under Sue Horton's guidance and using Zoom, we are planning on making a seven-point star scrapbook. We are looking forward to this and would welcome others who may
want to join us.
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For further details please email:
Margaret Smith (mbsmith5@hotmail.co.uk

SPANISH - INTERMEDIATE
The group continues to meet online via Zoom. The weekly tasks include
translating and discussing articles from Spanish news sites, reading short
stories by Spanish and Latin American authors and a few grammar exercises.
We enjoy our virtual get togethers, which we have continued throughout the
past year, but are looking forward to the day when we can all meet again face
to face. When that happens the group, will be full, due limitations of space in
our individual houses.
Anyone interested in joining the group should contact:
Carolyn Taylor carolyn.taylor2@tiscali.co.uk or 01367 242 490

STROLLERS
It’s a year now since our last walk in Minster Lovell in March 2020. Unfortunately there’s still no clear date for restarting. But the situation looks more
hopeful with the rollout of the vaccine. Walking on waterlogged footpaths
has been a challenge this winter, but I hope you’ve still been able to get out
and enjoy the early signs of spring. I’ll be in touch as soon as we can restart,
and please also check our U3A website. Any queries please contact:
Lynn Pettit at 01367 242 019 and 07909 910 128 or
lynnkpettit@gmail.com

THEATREGOERS
Of course at the moment travel to theatres is not possible, but did you know
that a lot of theatres are live streaming performances that you can view on
your TV. Once things get back to normal or even ‘a new normal’ we will be
looking again.
If you are on the mailing list you will get prior notice and keep checking the
web site, it is the most up to date! So if you do not receive emails or letters
and would like to, then contact me
Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added.
Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is:
Jane Horey, 01793 766 177 or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk

WINE APPRECIATION GROUP
Greetings to all our members, and wine drinkers in general, from the Cellar
Team in the firm determination that 2021 will be a better wine-tasting year
than 2020 was. Although we’ve no news on plans for our meetings yet we’re
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delighted to congratulate Dave North on winning our devilishly difficult Christmas Wine
Quiz. The full results were:
Gold Medal and
U3A Champion
Dave North
Gold Medal
Peter Smith
Silver Medal
Peter Robinson
Bronze Medal
Ricky Cunningham
Dave North said, when he got the good news, “I
would like to give a vote of thanks to Anna for
her support and understanding! And of course, to
Wikipedia! (sometimes! and sometimes not!).
Thanks for some really tricky questions.”
And here’s Dave cradling his prize bottle of
Deltetto Alta Langa.
For more information contact: David Burn on 01367 240 670.

Loos - Mike Sheil
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IT MATTERS
Gmail Accounts
I have had a few queries from members about not receiving the emails about
our monthly Zoom talks. In Gmail, the default is to have three sub-inboxes
– Primary, Social and Promotions. These are the three tabs at the top of your
Gmail page. Gmail tries to be clever and allocate emails to one of these
three categories. Sometimes it will place the u3a monthly talks email in one
of the other categories rather than in the Primary tab. So, it is always worthwhile checking these other tabs to see what messages are in them. If you
find the u3a email in one of these other tabs, then by moving it into the Primary tab, it should remember this for the next time. Please note that I have
no control over what your Gmail does!
Ian Clarkson
Ian set up our website many years ago, and since I took over the IT role, he
has been the backup website editor when I have been away. He also maintained the ‘Diaries’ page on our website. Ian has now decided to step down,
and many thanks to him for all his help over the years. I am looking for a
new person with IT skills to help with the website updates, so please contact
me if you would like to help. The website uses WordPress, so any previous
experience would be useful but not essential. I can assure you that it is all
fairly straightforward!
Ricky Cunningham
IT & Website Coordinator

MEMBERS’ NEWS
We welcome 20 new members.
From Faringdon: David Brown, Mark Coleman, Shaun and Julie Forth,
Nicholas Spence, Steve Wright
From Buckland: Eve John
From Cirencester: Jennie Goodrich, Debbie Hewitt, Julie Taylor
From Great Coxwell: Colin Hamling, Anne Hardcastle

From Highworth: Martyn Worman
From Longworth: Robert and Yvonne Longstaff
From Upper Heyford: Nigel and Joanna Atherden
From Wantage: Jane Braithwaite
From Watchfield: Christopher and Clare Mackarness
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THAMES VALLEY NETWORK
NEWS
The great success of the Thames Valley Network over the past 6 months has
been the number, variety and quality of Study Days (or half days) that have
been made available to u3a members. Most notably, the team involved has
become really efficient with a much better online booking system - all of
which makes the whole process much easier to use. Moreover, as things are
now on Zoom, there is hardly ever a need to limit numbers, so more people
are enjoying, usually very cheaply or at no cost at all. For example, Faringdon members recently participated in a brilliant Quiz afternoon with over
200 participants - great fun, very challenging and flawlessly executed.
Because of the speed with which new events are announced, Faringdon u3a
will send out, virtually immediately, to all interested members details of all
new offerings. In addition, of course, the TVN website has everything available as well: http://u3atvnetwork.org.uk/ and go to 'Study Days’. If you
would like to receive information directly, please contact our TVN Rep:

Peter Foot on p.foot47@gmail.com.
Enjoy the Spring and Summer with TVN!

Somme - Mike Sheil
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Images from a talk by Mike St. Maur Sheil - see page 13 for the write up.

