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MEETINGS CALENDAR 

We are having our General Meetings via Zoom until we can all meet safely 
in the Corn Exchange. These will take place at 2.30pm on the second Thurs-
day in the month, as usual. The programme of speakers has only been 
booked until July 2021. Future speakers may be via Zoom or when rules 
allow, in person again. We will continue to advertise the talks in the usual 
publications and of course on the Faringdon u3a website. 

 Each month, all our members will be sent an email and you just need to 
click on button in the meeting invitation and follow the instructions. This 
email will be sent out by Ricky Cunningham, IT Coordinator, about a week 
before the meeting.  Do look in your junk file if you cannot see the email. 
The number of viewers has been increasing each month as members confi-
dence with Zoom has developed. 

Our talks cover quite a wide range of interests but if you hear a good talk and 
feel our members would enjoy it, do send me the details. Also, if you would 
like a talk on a specific topic that you think would be of general interest, 
again do contact me and I will try and source a speaker 

Of course, we are all looking forward to seeing everyone again in the Corn 
Exchange, especially as some of our members have received their vaccina-
tions. However, we must wait until the national rules allow us to meet again 
safely and the Corn Exchange guidelines for groups are in place. 

Shela Rowan Speaker Coordinator 

Thursday 13th June 2021 Via Zoom 
This month we welcome back one of our most popular speakers, Dr. David 
Jones who works at the Natural History Museum in London and lectures at 
Imperial College. He is an entomologist specialising in soil ecology and his 
topic for this talk is The Ecology of Earthworms. How many native species 
of earthworms are there in Britain, what do they eat and how do they contrib-
ute to soil processes and ecosystem health? Drawing on his own research, 
David reveals some of the fascinating secrets about earthworms and their 
role in temperate habitats. His previous talks were about Rainforests and 
Dangerous Animals.  

David is a very engaging and humorous speaker who speaks interestingly 
about his scientific work. His talks are delivered with eloquence and a fair 
degree of wit! 

Thursday 8th July 2021 Via Zoom 
This month’s speaker lives in Dunblane and with the wonders of technology 
he presents his talks to many groups and speaks on cruises, with his speciali-
ty being, prisons and crime. Ian Gunn is a former senior banker and prison 
governor. During his second career he was a Governor-in-Charge of four 
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contrasting prisons in Scotland.  His talk is called, Here Comes the Failed 
Bank Manager which comes from what a prisoner shouted at him on his first 
day. Ian will take you ‘behind bars’ and tell you about the intriguing culture 
of prisons, some very interesting characters he met, his biggest mistakes and 
why he had to ban his mother-in-law from visiting one of his prisons! If 
you’ve ever wondered what goes on behind those imposing walls, then 
here’s your chance to find out! 

Thursday 12th August -  Summer Lunch 
We are planning for the Summer Lunch to go ahead this year subject to any 
Covid restrictions which may curtail numbers and the format of the occasion.  
Details will be included in the email that will be sent out in July. 

IT MATTERS 

Beacon system upgrade project 
 

In 2019 the Third Age Trust commissioned a software company called APT 
to develop a replacement for our Beacon computer administration system.  
This was originally planned to go live this year, but the project has faced 
some difficulties and has had to be rescheduled several times.  Unfortunate-
ly, we have now heard that this Beacon Upgrade has be delayed again, and 
possibly this delay will be indefinite.  Please see this link  
https://beacon.u3a.org.uk/2021/04/09/imporrtant-message-from-sam-
mauger/ for the full statement from Sam Mauger, the Chief Executive of The 
Third Age Trust. 
 

Ricky Cunningham 
IT/Website Coordinator 

MESSAGE FROM JENNY BRAITHWAITE 
IN PRAISE OF ZOOM 

 

Whilst I am sure we are all looking forward to meeting again in person, be-
ing able to meet via Zoom is largely what has held us together.  So this is by 
way of thanking committee members and group leaders who have embraced 
the new technology; and group members who have also done so, albeit if 
somewhat grudgingly and with a certain amount of apprehension.  Without 
this, I feel that even if you have not enjoyed it as much as the real thing, your 
perseverance is what has held groups together.  Without Zoom, several 
groups would have fallen by the wayside, but miraculously will still be run-
ning when finally we are normal, for all of us to enjoy. 
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Chairman’s Message  

May 2021 and Covid has been a part of our lives for over a year, but 
most of us have now had not one but two vaccinations and we should 
be feeling relatively safe, but cautious.  We welcome Tessa Timms on-
to the team as she replaces Danielle.  We hope she will enjoy her role 
on the Committee and in supporting Shela in Speaker Programming. 
Nigel, Geoff and I will carry on for this year, but we hope people will 
think carefully about the future of our U3A and feel that they have 
something to offer.  With just a one-year extension, I would appreciate 
someone stepping up to shadow Nigel and I with a view to taking over 
at the AGM in 2022. 

As we gradually come out of lockdown restrictions, we are hoping that 
U3A will develop a new “normal”.  I must thank everyone who kept 
the faith and renewed their membership which stands at a pleasing 479 
as I write.  We know that life might not be the same but moving for-
ward with our groups and activities and looking forward to meeting 
with friends again and remembering the U3A mantra to Learn, Laugh 
and Live is our aim for the coming months. 

Business at U3A continues and thanks to Zoom your Committee meets 
every two months.  Our thanks go to Ricky and Shela who organise 
our meetings, to Roger, our secretary for keeping the records and to 
Nigel, who keeps our fiscal matters perfectly in order.  Thanks also to 
Ricky and Roger who organised and facilitated the online AGM again 
for us this year.  My thanks go to Peter Foot for his continued enthusi-
asm as our representative at TVN and to all committee members who 
selflessly give their support and offer ideas and expertise.  

I am most grateful to Shela, and until recently, Danielle, who success-
fully find speakers who will use Zoom to deliver our monthly talks. 
We have had very varied and interesting, and well attended meetings, 
and this has been the norm for the last year, but we will monitor the 
situation and liaise with Liz at the Town Council and as soon as it is 
safe to do so, we will resume our face-to-face meetings.  Many are still 
doing whatever they can to keep U3A alive and well and coming up 
with creative and interesting things for their groups to do.  It is good to 
get news from group leaders even though it has been very challenging 
for some.  As always, we monitor the guidelines coming out of West-
minster and follow the advice from the Third Age Trust, but hopefully 
try to keep you updated as things change.  As rules and restrictions 
from central government change regularly, we try to pass the correct 
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information to you especially as I know a lot of you are eager to start 
meeting again.  Thank you to everyone who is trying to keep their 
group active in one form or another, but most importantly safe and le-
gal. 

I must thank everybody who voted in our online AGM this year and 
you will find the results in the Newsletter on page 22.  Your vote is 
important, and while the number was down on last year, 62 does not 
seem a lot, but we were still quorate and the voting stands.  We must 
also thank Mike Bathe for auditing the accounts and are delighted that 
he has agreed to continue.  

We are able to make all our returns to the Charities Commission and 
U3A in good time, fulfilling our Constitutional requirements.  

Last year we had to cancel all our usual get-togethers and it was just 
awful as time went by to think of the fun we should have been having 
together.  We are so grateful to Jenny and Steve Braithwaite who wel-
come us to their beautiful garden and work tirelessly to make the Sum-
mer Lunch a wonderful event.  We are hoping that this year’s event 
will go ahead and will provide more information closer to the time.  
The Braithwaite’s garden is big and with a bit of careful planning I 
think we could have a wonderful get together to kick off the new U3A 
year in style.  Jenny and Steve have agreed to Thursday August 12th to 
make our come back. 

Looking ahead I am hoping that we might be able to start our general 
meetings back in the Corn Exchange soon, but I am waiting for news 
from the Town Council and so our June and July general meetings are 
planned to still be on Zoom.  The date for January Japes is Thursday 
January 13th and we live in hopes that we will be able to go ahead.  We 
will keep you updated on the website and in future Newsletters.  A de-
cision about the Open Day will be made at the September Committee 
Meeting and we will let you know if it is considered safe to go ahead. 

None of us wish to leave the U3A in the lurch but would like to feel 
that there will be members out there who would like to do their “bit” 
and step forward to volunteer, which is what U3A is all about.  In the 
meantime, remember to Learn, Laugh and Live 

With Very Best Wishes 

Margaret Brown 

chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk  



6 

SUMMER LUNCH 

Thursday 12thAugust at 12.00 

          Our Summer Lunch will be held at  

             19 Coxwell Road thanks to the 

                 continuing generosity of  

           Steve and Jenny Braithwaite. 

      All members are welcome to attend. 

Meat, fish and vegetarian options will be provided together 
with bread etc.. There will also be wine and soft drinks 

available. 

Those who attend are asked to contribute either a salad or 
a dessert which should be ‘ready-to-serve’ in a dish that 

you should take away at the end. 

To assist in gauging the number of attendees, in July we will be ask-
ing you either to go to our website and click on a link that will take 
you to a simple ‘response form’ or use the link in the e-mail we’ll be 
sending you. We hope that those without e-mail might have an  
‘e-mail buddy’. If this isn’t possible then telephone either  
Peter Robinson [01367 718 566] or Rita Higazi [01367 244 494] to 
say you intend to come.  

 

PARKING 
If you plan to come by car, 

please park considerately and 
‘car-share’ if possible.  
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DEADLINE FOR AUTUMN 2021 NEWSLETTER 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the  
Editor: newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

by Wednesday 11
th

 August 2021 

The Autumn Newsletter will cover September, October and November. 
It will be posted to all members in early September. 

FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A COMMITTEE 2018/19 

Margaret  
Brown 

Chairman 
 

01367 615 385 
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Roger 
Wilkins 

Secretary 

 

01793 782 498  
rogatmidfield@aol.com 

Neal  
Cotton 

Groups  
Co-ordinator 

01367  252 495 
91gometz@gmail.com 

Liz  

Cunningham 

Membership  
Secretary 

01367 242 626 
membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Ricky  

Cunningham 

IT/Website  
Coordinator 

01367 242 626 
 itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Peter  
Foot 

Thames Valley 
Representative 

01367 358 046 
p.foot47@gmail.com 

Rita  
Higazi 

Events and  
Venue Team 

01367 244 494 

ritahigazi@hotmail.com 

Tessa  
Timms 

Programme 
Team 

01367 358 613  

timmsrb@sky.com 

Peter  
Robinson 

Events and  
Venue Team 

01367 718 566 

peterrobinsonnew@aol.com 

Shela  
Rowan 

Speakers  
Coordinator 

01367 243 636 

smr280652@gmail.com 

Alison  
Thomson 

Vice Chair-
man/Publicity  

01367 241 204 

amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk 

Nigel  
Wilkinson 

Treasurer  

mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
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On the 11th March Dr Richard Fisher 
gave Faringdon u3a a talk on Zoom 
entitled “Three Choirs and a Refor-
mation:  The Cathe-
drals of Hereford, 
Gloucester and 
Worcester under Henry 
VIII”. 

After a long career in 
medicine, Dr Fisher is 
now an honorary re-
search fellow at Bristol 
University and lectures 
in the history of art. 
His talk was about the 
survival of the cathe-
drals during the turbulent years of 
Henry VIII’s reign. 

500 years ago, the Reformation 
could have removed all English ca-
thedrals and abbeys. 

What is the difference between a 
cathedral and an abbey? 

The word cathedral comes from 
Latin, meaning a seat or throne. 
Bishops sat in judgement over both 
doctrine and civil matters, whilst 
sitting on their throne.  They are the 
principal church of a diocese. 

An abbey is a church ruled over by 
an abbot and staffed by monks.  
Generally abbeys with self sufficient 

communities were not 
subject to the oversight 
of a Bishop. 

The last mediaeval 
English Cathedral was 
founded by Henry I at 
Carlisle in 1133 as a 
defence against Scot-
tish invasion. The dioc-
esan map of the next 
400 years remained 
wholly unchanged. 

The cathedrals of mediaeval England 
would divide into two very con-
trasting administrative systems. Half 
followed a secular arrangement and 
the other as monasteries. 

The secular cathedrals were led by a 
Dean, spiritual welfare, and three 
other senior clergymen: Precentor, 
oversaw the music; Treasurer, relics 
and shrines; and Chancellor, seals 
and documents.  Each of these four 
had canons to assist with the work. 

The abbeys were run under the Bene-
dictine rules, apart from one Augus-
tinian abbey in Carlisle. The Abbot, 
or Prior, had absolute control over 

Meeting - Thursday 11th March  

 “Three Choirs and a Reformation: The Cathedrals of Hereford, 
Gloucester and Worcester under Henry VIII”  

Doctor Richard Fisher  

ACTIVITIES REPORTS 
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the monks, who elected him. Senior 
monks were given specific responsi-
bilities. 

In 1534, Hen-
ry VIII and his 
Parliament 
decided that 
the King 
would assume 
a leading role 
in the state’s 
religious af-
fairs, not the 
Pope. Initially, 
little changed 
in the structure 
and hierarchy of the church. 

Cardinal Wolsey created six new 
dioceses, each with cathedrals using 
abbeys that had been saved.  One of 
which was the diocese of Oxford in 
1541.       

Hereford, Worcester and Gloucester 
were also made cathedrals.  They 
were all saved for different reasons. 

Hereford’s cathedral was right at the 
centre of population, so the close 
integration of this remote secular 
cathedral right at the heart of its city 
allowed religion to persist much 
longer here than was possible else-
where. 

Worcester’s cathedral was at the far 
south end of the medieval city and 
whilst good relations were kept be-
tween the monks and the townsmen, 
the presence of the tomb of Henry 
VIII’s elder brother, Arthur, was 

why Henry showed no interest in this 
city or its cathedral. 

Gloucester’s 
cathedral was 
in the centre of 
a walled city, 
which was the 
first crossing 
place of the 
River Severn 
into Wales and 
was therefore 
of strategic 
importance.   
William the 
Conqueror 

spent his Christmases here, his son 
Robert Curthose is buried here, the 
Doomsday Book Project was con-
ceived at this Abbey, Richard II and 
Edward III were regular visitors and 
the 9 year old Henry III was crowned 
at Gloucester.  Henry and his latest 
wife Anne Boleyn came to stay with 
the Abbot of Gloucester for a week’s 
hunting in the summer of 1535.  
Succession was everything to Henry 
– this was the reasoning behind all 
his wives and the split from Rome.  
He recalled his time at Gloucester 
Abbey when it came to the dissolu-
tion. He was not prepared to abandon 
the building containing the remains 
of his Royal dynastic forebears.  The 
Abbey was dissolved in 1540 but in 
1541 the Abbey was repurposed as a 
Cathedral.   

A version of this report written by 
Danielle Mills appeared in the  
April edition of The Advertiser. 
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Timothy Walker, former Director of 
the University of Oxford Botanic 
Garden and Harcourt Arboretum, 
now a stipendiary lecturer at several 
Oxford Colleges, where he lectures 
in plant Sciences, 
gave us an entertain-
ing, knowledgeable 
and engaging talk 
about “How to Gar-
den in the 21st centu-
ry”.  He looked at the 
many ways that gar-
deners can reduce 
their impact on the 
world’s natural re-
sources and at the 
same time help those 
plants whose habitat 
is evolving faster than 
the plants can evolve. 
It is about much more than global 
warming and using peat!  Timothy 
gave examples of previously reliable 
plants that have changed their behav-
iour and are no longer viable in our 
gardens. 

Soil is going to continue to be the 
most important part of our gardens. 
You can improve it but you cannot 
fundamentally change it unless you 
dig it all out and replace it.  Compost 
does not put any nutrients into the 
soil, it improves the structure, so add 
fertilizer to the soil ideally in Febru-
ary when plants are producing new 
roots.  Use leaf mould instead of 

peat.  Peat bogs sequester carbon and 
must be maintained. 

Choose plants that like your soil.  If 
a plant fails, try another species; you 

can waste a lot of 
money trying to grow 
plants that do not 
want to grow in your 
garden.  Plant for 
wildlife.  Provide 
habitat for nesting 
and feeding birds.  
Grow plants needed 
by butterflies and 
moths for nectar and 
food for caterpillars.  
Climate change 
means that species 
are extending their 
range northwards and 

may change their host plants. 

Action is needed to combat invasive 
plants that smother native species 
and may also prevent animals from 
getting to their food crops.  Allot-
ments and vegetable plots have been 
a great refuge this year and a place to 
teach children how to grow food and 
where their food comes from.  Timo-
thy recommended trying old fash-
ioned varieties to protect the old 
genes, guarding against crop failures 
from new or old diseases. 

GM crops may have their place as it 
is possible to grow crops resistant to 

Meeting - Thursday 8th April  

 “How to Garden in the 21st Century”  

Timothy Walker  
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diseases and to provide valuable 
sources of vitamins. 

Water is a scarce resource so, only 
water garden plants when you first 
plant them and let the roots find the 
permanently damp soil further down.  
However growing food crops is a 
good and essential use of water. 

Do not use pesticides. The Oxford 
Botanical Garden stopped using 
pesticides, because they had been 
using pesticides for three and a half 
centuries and still had pests and 
diseases. Slugs can be controlled by 
physical intervention and without 
chemicals. 

Temperatures are increasing.  Spring 
is getting earlier; snowdrops and 
sloes came into flower much earlier.  
Bluebells are flowering so early that 
the opening dates of the Arboretum 
were moved; the Arboretum is now 
open year-round. 

It is important to remember that 
there will be winners as well as los-
ers in the plants when the climate 
changes. If plants are threatened by 
climate change, population invasion 
or invasions of other plants, what 
can we do? Joining your local Wild-
life Trust is a way to help. 

He told a story from Colombia a 
country riddled with corruption, 
drugs and violence. Civil War has 
just ended.   Children have set up 
Botanic Gardens of the Inheritors of 
the Earth and they are growing old-
fashioned varieties, which have been 
bred for thousands of years to be 
right for their part of the world.  If 
we can train the next generation to 
do that, teaching them basic garden-
ing skills, they will have a more 
secure future and gardens will be 
very happy places to be. 

A version of this report written by 
Danielle Mills appeared in the  
May edition of The Advertiser. 
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Al Sylvester MBE was the speaker 
for the u3a meeting in Faringdon in 
May. We were all enthralled by his 
experiences of serving for over 20 
years with the Roy-
al Air Force Moun-
tain Rescue Service.  
Al began by ex-
plaining that he 
joined the RAF in 
1983 as a communi-
cator and shortly 
after completing his 
initial training he 
was attracted by an 
advert for the RAF 
Mountain Rescue 
Service. So, he 
applied and was 
successful and then 
travelled all over 
the world doing his 
work.  During this time, he complet-
ed over 400 rescues in difficult ter-
rains. Al explained how the prime 
objective is to respond to aircraft 
crashes within the UK and now 
throughout the world.  

The Mountain Rescue Service start-
ed in 1942 in the second World War 
when people realised that trainee 
pilots were not dying from their 
impact injuries but from hyperther-
mia as they were not being found 
very quickly. That is still the main 
objective today, the rescue and re-

covery of aircrew and passengers 
from downed aircraft. Today, there 
is a lot of training and health and 
safety is very important.  

There are now three 
regional teams in 
the UK and each 
team has 36 men 
and woman who 
respond on a one- 
hour notice to move 
into action over 24 
hours, 365 days a 
year.  The mini-
mum requirement 
to make the team 
operational is ten 
people, that is a 
team leader, a radio 
operator and eight 
stretcher bearers.  

Al talked about the primary duties of 
the service, saying that it was all 
about military aircraft crashes which 
are co-ordinated from a centre near 
Portsmouth, run by the National 
Maritime Coastguard Agency. The 
centre can control and co-ordinate 
fifteen rescues at once or more if 
required.  They are constantly moni-
toring the air, land and sea and work 
in conjunction with a Mission Con-
trol Centre that monitor search and 
rescue satellites, the beacons that are 
being transmitted in an emergency 

Meeting - Thursday 13th May  

 “The RAF Mountain Rescue Service”  

Al Sylvester MBE 

alsylvester@yahoo.co.uk 
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from an aircraft, person, or a ship. 
Each individual beacon has its own 
signature which is sent to the centre 
in Portsmouth. On aircraft, this is the 
black box which is in fact orange 
making it highly visible. 

The information is sent to a Search 
and Rescue Centre who then respond 
very quickly to get a co-ordinated 
rescue team or helicopter to the site 
and report to the police, who are 
always at the scene on land.  The site 
of the rescue can be a very danger-
ous area and it is important that the 
public are kept at a distance by the 
police. The task of the Search and 
Rescue team is to search and to re-
cover the casualties as safely as pos-
sible. Al gave several examples of 
dangerous operations that he had led 
and been involved with.  

The RAF Mountain Rescue Service 
is also responsible for finding mili-
tary people who are missing while 
on adventurous training, civilian 
aircraft crashes, missing people and 
supporting the local mountain rescue 
teams and other emergency services.  

During his time in the RAF Moun-
tain Rescue service, Al was involved 
in the Lockerbie tragedy and the 
aircraft crash at Kegworth on the 
M1.  He told the audience how on 
one rescue lots of small packages of 
drugs were found near the site of a 
crashed private helicopter.  

Training is constant and the mem-
bers of the teams must have amazing 
stamina, excellent navigational 
skills, a variety of techniques of 

scrambling and knowledge of how to 
use climbing ropes for rock and ice 
climbing. Al described how all the 
members worked as a team to try to 
get the best outcome in the emergen-
cy situations that he had been in-
volved. Sometimes search and res-
cue helicopters are used to drop the 
team member into a difficult spot 
and then winch an injured person to 
safety. The helicopters can save a lot 
of time in these rescues by allowing 
access to remote places.  

The Search and Rescue Dog Associ-
ation are also involved in some res-
cues. As they can locate a person 
quicker than someone searching an 
area by using their amazing powers 
of smell. These dogs are highly 
trained. It can take over two years to 
complete the training of the dog and 
the handler.   

The RAF teams have been asked to 
assist in water rescues by the RNLI 
but they were not trained in water 
searches so now, with training they 
are able to help in this work. Al 
spoke about how the RNLI members 
are volunteers, but they do save so 
many people every year who find 
themselves in dangerous situations.  

Finally, Al answered members’ 
questions of which there were many. 
Everyone found the talk engrossing 
and were very glad that we have 
such brave individuals who choose 
to work in the RAF Mountain Res-
cue Service. 

Report written by Shela Rowan 
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Accessible Ukuleles     Jenny Braithwaite    01367 240 929 

Art          Sally Bull      07808 136 919 

Ashmolean        Shela Rowan     01367 243 636 

Astronomy        Stuart Priest     01367 240 118 

Books         Kay Chamberlain    01367 242 647 

Bridge - All levels      Steve Braithwaite    01367 240 929 

Cryptic Crosswords     Peter Smith     01367 241 241 

Current Affairs      Sheila Giles                Sheila@tjg00.plus.com 

Dressmaking for All          

Embroidery       Suellen Pedley     01367 710 680 

Family History      Ian Clarkson     01793 782 836 

Folk Dancing       Val Hudspeth     01367 241 035 

Foreign Language Films    Robin Stewart     01367 241 295 

French Conversation     Françoise Stacey    01367 241 813 

French Intermediate & Advanced   Carolyn Williams    01367 241 208 

Gardeners        Christina Field     01367 241 265 

German        Victoria Paleit     01865 821 594 

Golf Croquet (summer)     Steve Braithwaite    01367 240 929 

History         Mike Iremonger    01367 241 361 

History of Art       Mairead Boyce    01367 243 065 

Italian - Improvers      Jenny Braithwaite    01367 240 929 

Jazz         Patrick Wheare    01367 241 927 

Mah Jong        Carolyn Clarkson    01793 782 836 

Military History      Bjorn Watson     01793 782 748 

Music Appreciation     Peter Stone     07990 916 539  

Opera         Anthony Burdall    01367 240 713 

Photography       Anthony Burdall    01367 240 713 

Play Reading       Mary Love      01367 710 754 

Poetry         Tim Hewes     01235 868 569  

Qigong         Janette Saville     01367 243 958 

Quilting        Valerie Burdall    01367 240 713 

Quiz         Sylvia Bowley     01367 241 296 

Ramblers             

Recorder Consort      Peter Smith     01367 241 241 

Science & Technology    Ron Colyer     01793 782 363 

Scrabble       

Scrapbooking       Margaret Smith     01793 710 800 

Spanish - Intermediate     Carolyn Taylor     01367 242 490  

Striders        Françoise Stacey    01367 241 813 

Strollers        Lynn Pettit      01367 242 019 

Theatre Goers       Sylvia Bowley     01367 241 296 

Ukulele        Gene Webb     01367 242222  

Wine Appreciation     David Burn     01367 240 670  

FARINGDON  GROUPS 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Notes for Members 

If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator 
Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or  
email: 91gometz@gmail.com  

Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of groups 
is provided on page 14. 

Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the Group 
Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has room for new 
members.  All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, 
but before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups  
Co-ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest 
Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and  
time(s). 

For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester 
Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street. 

ACCESSIBLE UKULELES 

We have met via Zoom almost every Tuesday morning for over a year.  We 
have agreed amongst ourselves to ‘emerge’ in a week or two, holding garden 
meetings when the weather permits, or via Zoom if it’s raining!  

To join us: 

Please ring Jenny on 01367 240 929  
or email: jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk 

ART 

Classes continue successfully on Zoom until an easing of lockdown and 
some warm weather when we can hopefully meet outside.  

Please contact: 
Sally Bull - sally.bull@talktalk.net 07808 136 919 

ASHMOLEAN  

These meetings at The Ashmolean can’t take place now but we hope to re-
sume our monthly meetings at some point in 2021. 

The Ashmolean Museum opened on 17th May 2021 for general visitors and 
you have to pre-book a timed free ticket online. 
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Normally, the visits are on the first Thursday in the month. The meeting 
starts with the group gathering at 10.45 or 12 noon in the Greek & Roman 
Sculpture Gallery of The Ashmolean, immediately to the left as you go in 
through the main entrance to the museum.  Each lecture lasts for one hour. 
There is a non-returnable fee of £8 per person attending, which is required at 
least a week before each visit. If for any reason members are unable to attend 
there will be no refund as we notify the museum in advance of our group 
numbers. New members are always welcome to attend. Members usually 
travel to Oxford by bus. 

For further details please contact: 
Shela Rowan (01367 243 636 or smr280652@gmail.com) or  
Aileen Bridge (01793 784 720 or aileen.bridge@gmail.com). 

BRIDGE 

Intermediate and Experienced.  Lessons are now taking place online, with 
a Powerpoint Presentation on Zoom followed by practice on Real Bridge, a 
new online platform where players can see and talk to their partner and oppo-
nents, and where I can visit their table to offer advice. 

We usually have between 6 and 8 tables in each lesson 

Provisional dates for June 

 Mon Jun 7th   Wed Jun 9th 
 Mon Jun 21st        Wed Jun 23rd 

Dates for July and August to be arranged 

The Monday lesson is repeated on Wednesday so players can choose which 
to attend.  

For further details please contact:  
Steve Braithwaite (steve.bridge1@gmail.com or 01367 240 929). 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 

Inject a small volume into flexible vein for developing immunity?  (7) 

Since the last Newsletter, the Cryptic Crosswords Group has remained active 
and the leader has been doubly jabbed! 

By the time you read this at the beginning of June, we will have had our 
sixtieth cycle of crossword solving and clue-writing competitions and are 
hoping that we won’t be too long before ‘proper’ meetings can resume.  Over 
the past three months a ‘Something Extra’ item each week invited members 
to write clues of a specified type  for short words – creating an ‘&Lit’ clue in 
which both the definition and the wordplay are one and the same was partic-
ularly taxing! 
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The answer to the clue above is what we all hope will bring normality to our 
lives soon. 

If you would like to know more, contact the group leader: 
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or  pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

CURRENT AFFAIRS 

We cover a wide range of subjects which are, or have been, currently in the 
news as well as subjects of topical interest which we think are worth discuss-
ing.  We would very much like new members to join our group.  

We meet on the second Thursday in the month at 10.30am by Zoom. 

Contact Sheila Giles at Sheila@tjg00.plus.com 

EMBROIDERY 

As it is still not possible to meet, the group can only look forward to better 
times when we can resume our monthly sessions.  In the meantime the group 
can contact me with any problems they have with their on going projects. 
Anyone interested in joining the group when things are back to normal, can 
contact me  

Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680 or suellenpedley@aol.com). 

FAMILY HISTORY 

After almost a year without meetings and only sporadic emails to maintain 
contact, the Experienced Group is now meeting monthly via Zoom, normally 
at 11:30am on the first Friday of the month.  We enjoyed a nostalgic trip to 
North Wales and Liverpool with Dave Headey in April and a wonderful 
collection of family photographs from Barbara Dadson in May.  For future 
meetings I will send invitations to members a couple of days before the 
scheduled meeting but if any other members – either from previous FH 
groups or those simply wanting to know about us – would like to join in, 
please contact me by email and I will add you to the list of invitees. 

Ian Clarkson, 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com 

FOLK DANCING  

Fellow Folk Dancers, apologies for the long silence but have thought of you 
often. Hope you have all avoided the dreaded Covid bug and have been vac-
cinated?  Things seem to be relaxing a little but I have not heard when or if 
the Catholic Church Hall will be reopening. 

I am hopeful that come September things might be getting back to some sort 
of normality and we can resume our monthly sessions. 

mailto:suellenpedley@aol.com
mailto:ian.clarkson@gmail.com
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Fingers crossed.  I have really missed it, hope you have too? 

Contact: Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com). 

FRENCH CONVERSATION 

French classes have resumed and are now  taking place on Zoom, at 14.30 
for the advanced group and at 16.15 for the intermediate level, every Mon-
day.  

For more information contact: 
Françoise Stacey on 01367 241 813 or b.f.stacey@outlook.com 

GARDENERS  

Hopefully we shall soon be able to meet face to face as a group and have a 
visit to one or two gardens. 

In the meantime,  how about a few tips for  work in the garden – most of you 
know more about gardening that I do.  However - tidy up Spring flower beds, 
think about Summer hanging baskets, plant out annual flowers when frost no 
longer forecast, plant out Runner and French bean seeds, sow a continuous 
supply of salad vegetables, etc.etc.  give the lawn a weed and feed but most 
of all enjoy relaxing in your garden.   There is a most beautiful display of 
apple blossom in my garden as I  type this.  Spring is such a wonderful time 
of year – get out there and enjoy it. 

Looking forward to seeing all of you again soon . 

For further information contact: Christina Field on 01367 241 265. 

HISTORY OF ART 

We continue to meet on Zoom on the 3rd 
Thursday of each month, and we 

will notify members when we have our subjects,  We are planning this now. 

Please get in touch if you would be interested in joining us.   

Contact details,  
Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065 or boycemairead@aol.com 

JAZZ 

Since last autumn Pete Stone has been keeping the Jazz Group going with his 
daily (sometimes twice a day) diet of Jazz Clips.  These have been great fun 
to receive and introduced us to many jazz figures we might not otherwise 
have known about.  The clips have now come to an end, but the prospect of a 
return to normality seems a bit brighter.  It is just possible that we might be 
able to restart our monthly meetings in September. Of course this depends 
on government restrictions, the council reopening the Library, the U3A's 

mailto:b.f.stacey@outlook.com
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policy and so on.  But I think it's better to be hopeful.  So I have at least one 
speaker ready to go (me actually, I'm afraid) and if anyone else would like to 
volunteer I will be delighted to hear from you now so we can start planning 
for a great jazzy autumn. 

In the meanwhile, keep fit and take care.  For any other information ring or 
email me: Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or patandeve@wheare.me).   

MILITARY HISTORY 

The Military History Group normally meets on the first Thursday of the 
month and we consider an eclectic range of topics. Of necessity our meetings 
have been suspended over the lockdown but we have now successfully con-
verted to Zoom. 

Our next meeting will be a Zoom meeting at 10.30am on Thursday 3rd June 
2021 when John Varney will be talking on Zoom about The Franco-
Prussian War of 1870-71.  His talk will be in two parts – the first being in 
June and the second on Thursday 1st July. 

In the past year we have been considering the wars leading upto the French 
Revolution and then the rise and fall of Napoleon.  Later this year we plan to 
cover the Jacobite Rebellion and then something completely different – the 
Spanish Civil War.   

If you wish to join us, please contact Bjorn Watson at  
bjornwatson@btinternet.com to be included in the Zoom meeting or on 
01793 782 748. 

MUSIC APPRECIATION 

It is too soon to state when something will happen regarding  the U3A Music 
Appreciation Group but as soon as is safely practical we will be having our 
monthly coming together. What sort of "music"? Music is music - therefore 
nothing is off-limits. The members decide and deliver the talks, with exam-
ples, and all are welcomed. You might not like all offerings but we're sure 
you will always find something new to surprise and excite you. Please watch 
out for messages that we are back in business. 
Pete Stone 07990 916 539 or petestone45@btinternet.com or  
Ian Clarkson 01793 782 836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com  

OPERA 

The last Group Meeting, to see Berlioz’s ‘Béatrice et Bénédict’ from Glynde-
bourne Opera, was in March 2020. Since then there have been no meetings. 
It is difficult to envisage when we might be able meet again as a group to 
enjoy opera and some socialising and in what format.  If, however, you are 

mailto:patandeve@wheare.me
mailto:petestone45@btinternet.com
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interested in opera and would like to join in the online viewing and exchange 
of DVDs please do get in touch. 

For details please contact:  
Anthony Burdall (01367 240 713 or anthony.burdall@burdall.net),  
Bobbie Stewart (01367 241 295) or 
Linda Leggett (01367 241 430). 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

The Photographic group continues to meet, albeit tentatively, and increasing-
ly via Zoom.  Hopefully a more normal programme of photographic expedi-
tions and reviews can be re-established.  

If you are interested in photography and would like to join the group discus-
sions, please do get in touch. 

The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 
2.30pm at the home of: 
Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel: 01367 240 713;  
Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).  

Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce 
better images. 

QUIZ 

Do you like to find out all sorts of interesting facts and maybe tell us some 
more. Our quizzes are very varied (different quizmasters) and we try not to 
have too many about celebrities!  

Because of the difficulties at the moment it is impossible to hold our normal 
sessions in the old town hall so we are copying the main meeting and holding 
the quiz group on ZOOM. . It is easy to use and so if you want any help then 
just ask! 

The next dates will be  

June11      July 9      August 13 (possibly summer break)      September 10  

Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241 296 or  
email sylkenbow@talktalk.net 

RECORDER CONSORT 

The Recorder Consort sabbatical continues, though we hope to be back play-
ing together as restrictions ease  – we just can’t say when at the moment. 

For more information contact:  
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

mailto:anthony.burdall@burdall.net
mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

At present there are no plans for any meetings in the immediate future.  
However, when we are able to meet face-to-face again, it is planned to hold 
an Open Discussion Meeting on a topical subject and this will give an oppor-
tunity to consider a programme for future meetings. 

Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363 
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com  or from the website. 

 SCRAPBOOKING  

We are hoping to return to our monthly Scrapbooking sessions on Tuesday 7 
September.   

Please could previous members of the group, or any potential new members, 
email Margaret (mbsmith5@hotmail.co.uk) or Sue 
(alice_maud@yahoo.com) to confirm they intend joining us.  Thank you. 

SPANISH - INTERMEDIATE  

The group continues to meet online via Zoom. The weekly tasks include 
translating and discussing articles from Spanish news sites, reading short 
stories by Spanish and Latin American authors and a few grammar exercises. 
We enjoy our virtual get togethers, which we have continued throughout the 
past year, but are looking forward to the day when we can all meet again face 
to face. When that happens the group, will be full, due limitations of space in 
our individual houses. 

Anyone interested in joining the group should contact: 
Carolyn Taylor carolyn.taylor2@tiscali.co.uk or 01367 242 490  

THEATREGOERS  

Of course at the moment travel to theatres is not possible, but did you know 
that a lot of theatres are live streaming performances that you can view on 
your TV. Once things get back to normal or even ‘a new normal’ we will be 
looking again. 

If you are on the mailing list you will get prior notice and keep checking the 
web site, it is the most up to date! So if you do not receive emails or letters 
and would like to, then contact me 

 
Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net, to be added. 
Additional contact for absence in holiday time etc is: 
Jane Horey, 01793 766 177 or email janehorey@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:roncolyersandt@gmail.com
mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
mailto:janehorey@hotmail.co.uk
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WINE APPRECIATION GROUP 

Wine tastings are back! 
Our Wine Appreciation Group tastings will be back in just a couple of 
months.  The Cellar Team has decided to re-start our tastings with a Buffet 
Lunch on Tuesday 20th July.  There’s not much detail to tell you yet, so 
please make sure to ‘save the day’. 

We reckoned a Buffet Lunch tasting will give as many members as possible 
the opportunity to get together for a much-needed catch-up, plus having a 
live wine tasting.  We’re hoping to have three or four distinctive types of 
buffet food at the lunch so we can serve two matched wines for you to com-
pare with each dish.  The Barber Rooms are booked for a 1230 start on 20th 
July and we’ll have to sweep the last of you out the door by 1530.  We’re 
hoping we can seat up to 40 members (no guests please, this time) and to 
have all the details sorted for a bookings mailing in mid-June.  Stay alert. 

Rest of 2021 Season 
Given the continuing uncertainties of the new normal we decided to fix just 
two more meetings this year, before getting back into a full series of tastings 
in 2022. 

28th September.  An expert-led tasting. This will be our usual 1400 to 1600 
Barber Rooms meeting where an outside expert will take us through as many 
as 10 wines. No details yet but we’ll finalise it by late August. 

7th December.  Festive Lunch at Sadlers.  

France 2021 
The possible tour of Champagne/Burgundy vineyards nearly fell victim to 
Covid+Brexit but there are hopeful signs that it might go ahead next year. 

New members 
The Wine Appreciation Group is an unstuffy collection of people who want 
to learn about and compare wines that will help us choose the best – whether 
for a daily glass, a dinner party or even a wedding.  We aim to meet every 
two months in Faringdon or nearby.  All u3a members are welcome and 
there’s no annual subscription, just a charge for each event you come to. 
More details on our web page. 

For more information contact: David Burn on 01367 240 670. 

 AGM 2021     Votes  

 Minutes of 2020 AGM Accounts 2020 Reappoint auditor 

ABSTAIN 0 1 1 

FOR 62 61 61 

AGAINST 0 0 0 

Totals 62 62 62 
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THAMES VALLEY NETWORK  
NEWS  

The Thames Valley Network’s hugely successful Events Programme online 
now generates audiences of over 400 u3a members at every event, filling the 
‘virtual' space available.  As a result, TVN is planning to continue providing 
online events, even after whatever is to happen that we will come to call 
’normal’.  Very clearly, the opportunity to take part in great events in the 
relative comfort of one’s own sitting room, patio lounge area, garden shed or 
castle turret is very attractive to many u3a members.  This does not mean 
that in-person events are to be ended as the opportunity to provide to so 
many at a single event is exactly what TVN hoped to achieve and so will 
continue to do so. 

The events are announced often at quite short notice and so there is little 
point in providing a separate list here.  Please feel free to use the TVN web-
site http://u3atvnetwork.org.uk/ to keep up with the news.  However, thanks 
to the new emailing service that so many have now signed up for, we are 
getting the news of events out to our members, often within an hour, ena-
bling bookings to go ahead with every chance of success.  If anyone wants to 
be added to the mailing list, please do let me know. 

If, having booked for an event, you find you are not actually able to ‘attend’, 
please do let the organisers know so that others can be let into the broad-
casts. 

Enjoy the Summer with TVN! 

Peter Foot on p.foot47@gmail.com.   

MEMBERS’ NEWS 

We welcome 6 new members. 

From Faringdon:  Sally Woodgate 

From Abingdon:  Susan Peach 

From Cirencester:  Julia Lewis 

From Fairford:  Carole McDerment 

From Wantage:  Christopher and Penelope Thompson 

 

We were sorry to hear of the deaths of  

Mark Denee, Jo Neighbour and former member Joan Collins 
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Image from a talk by Dr. Richard Fisher - see page 8 for the write up. 

Image from a talk by Al Sylvester - see page 12 for the write up. 


