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MEETINGS CALENDAR 

We are very aware that some members feel ready to enjoy the company of 
other members in the Corn Exchange, but others would prefer to wait awhile 
before returning to larger groups. So, we have rehearsed a hybrid system of 
being back in the Corn Exchange for those who wish to meet and having the 
zoom talk on the big screen and at the same time having the talk on zoom for 
home viewing. 

It is quite difficult to find speakers who are willing to visit to give their talk 
in case the Covid rules change. So, we hope this system will help most mem-
bers to see the talks either at home or in the Corn Exchange.  

In September, when we begin Corn Exchange meetings, we will follow 
Government guidance and u3a advice. Hand sanitizer will be available, 
masks can be worn and members can socially distance.  

Shela Rowan Speaker Coordinator 

Thursday 9th September 2021 
This month our speaker is Alison Mees and she will talk about how she has 
spent the last 16 years Living the African Dream, which is the title of her 
zoom talk. She has worked in Zambia on reservations and had the opportuni-
ty to follow her wildlife photography interest and conservation passion. She 
has been involved in the Serengeti Cheetah Project learning about individual 
cheetahs. She returned home to the UK due to the pandemic in March 2020. 
Her talk will include lots of her photographs especially of cheetahs, infor-
mation about conservation and her work in African countries. 

Thursday 14th October 2021 
Blood, Gore and Victorian England is the gripping title of David Allen’s 
zoom talk this month. He will take us on a fascinating journey through the 
world of plots, deadly poisons and the occasional chopped-up body, using 
contemporaneous accounts from newspapers and law reports. David tells 
one meticulously researched story which is jam-packed with factual details. 
The current story in is a particularly blood-curdling tale, in which he will 
introduce you to an eccentric, bad-tempered ex-teacher who hires a new 
servant…but is she too good to be true? The reviews of the talk say that he is 
a master in his field and the audiences were held spell-bound!  

Thursday 11th November 2021. A speaker in the Corn Exchange again! 
Do you like a challenge? Polly Vacher MBE certainly does enjoy challeng-
ing herself and her latest surprising idea was to take her two donkeys, Wiz-
ard and Muffin on a month long, 200 mile adventure from South Oxfordshire 
to North Wales to raise money for the MS Society research. Polly has previ-
ously flown solo, twice around the world, in a single engine aircraft, includ-
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ing over the North Pole and the Antarctic. She will talk about her adventures 
and especially the ‘Donkathon’ which she completed in July of this year. 

Thursday 9th December 2021 
War is a grim business, but romance doesn’t come to a grinding halt…..and 
neither does British humour. Wartime and Romance is the title of our zoom 
talk by Andy Smith. A performance poet, Andy shares real-live perspectives 
of two world wars gleaned from family and friends over several decades. He 
weaves romance and humour into an entertaining, poignant presentation that 
stimulates a response from audiences.  

 

OPEN DAY 

  

Our annual Open Day will be held in the Corn Exchange on  
 

Tuesday 5th October between 10:00 and 12:00. 
 

The event is both to attract new members and to allow existing 
 

 members to learn something of Groups they are not familiar with 
 

 and which they might consider joining. 
 

Come along and have a browse round the many stands, chat with  
 

Group Leaders and see if anything takes your fancy. 
 

If you know someone who is contemplating joining Faringdon and  
 

District U3A, encourage them to come along to our Open Day –  
 

they’ll be made very welcome. 
 

Refreshments will be available. 
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Chairman’s Message  

“The Summer is slowly but surely working its way into Autumn.  Hips 
and haws are in the hedgerows and the evenings are gradually drawing 
in.”  This is how my letter began last year and it is still true today as I 
begin my Message for the 2021 Autumn edition.  Reading back on last 
year, we were still awaiting the development of vaccine and travel was 
very limited.  The passenger on the S6 was getting a very personalised 
service!  Social distancing and wearing face coverings were part of 
everyday life and those who could, were holding their U3A meetings 
via Zoom.  Gardens had been weeded to within an inch of their lives 
and kitchen cabinets had been thoroughly cleaned out.  Then what?  It 
was soon obvious that we would be in this for the long haul and that 
Covid would not be going away anytime soon, and sadly, a year on, 
this is still true.  However, with vaccinations being rolled out very effi-
ciently in Faringdon at the start of this year, we in U3A have now been 
offered our two vaccinations and are probably in line for a booster later 
on – there’s a jolly thought!  We still carry our masks and pop them on 
in shops and crowded places but “going out” is gradually becoming 
less frightening.  Hand sanitising and social distancing are part of our 
lives for a very good reason and hopefully as our confidence returns, 
we will be meeting up with friends and socialising again not least as 
part of our U3A community. 

I get updated guidelines from the U3A Trust and the message from HQ 
is that we must continue to be vigilant while at the same time get going 
again with group activities.  All aspects of person safety must be con-
sidered before anyone joins in with an activity.  This is a personal re-
sponsibility and not just down to the group leaders, who will do every-
thing they can to keep their groups safe by preparing a risk assessment.  
Neal has a copy of the form which he will happily supply if needed.  I 
would like to thank all the Group Leaders for what they have been do-
ing to keep U3A alive and active.  Some have decided to step down 
and we will be looking for replacements, but we also have new Group 
Leaders stepping in.  To all the group leaders, past and present, a big 
“Thank You”. 

I would like to extend our warmest thanks to Pete Stone, who is stand-
ing down from his most valued role in the kitchen. Pete was an abso-
lute U3A stalwart, coming to meetings even when it was very chal-
lenging for him. We wish him all the very best with his move and send 
our very best wishes and thanks for a job well done. 
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 We will be trying something of an experiment at the September meet-
ing which will be in the Corn Exchange.  If you feel that you want to 
come back and start meeting in person our plan is to Zoom the speaker 
onto the screen in the Corn Exchange but if you do not feel ready to 
return, you will be able to join in from home as well.  This month’s 
speaker is unable to be with us in person, but is happy to do a Zoom 
talk.  We will have all safety measures in place following the advice 
from U3A, the Government and our local Town Council.  We have 
tried out the technology and it works well using WiFi at the Corn Ex-
change and we will be able to offer tea and cakes too!  I look forward 
to meeting with you there again soon.  I feel that, while not being per-
fect, this is step closer to normality. 

Business at U3A continues and thanks to Zoom your Committee is still 
able to meet every two months.  I am as always, very appreciative of 
their effort and support in times that have been, to say the least, chal-
lenging.  We were so sorry to have to make the decision to cancel the 
Summer Lunch as it has been one of the highlights in August for some 
years now.  We are so grateful to Jenny and Steve Braithwaite who 
welcome us to their beautiful garden and work tirelessly to make it 
such a wonderful afternoon, but with the rising infections following the 
easing of restrictions it was deemed prudent not to take any unneces-
sary risks.  We do hope that next year might bring happier news.  I am 
very hopeful that the Open Day will go ahead on Tuesday 5th October, 
but we will confirm this nearer to the time. 

Please can I remind you that the following positions must be filled: 

Chairman – my 3-year tenure came to an end in April 2021 and ac-
cording to U3A rules, I should have stepped down from the Commit-
tee.  Someone must take over at the next AGM and this is a good 
chance to shadow me and learn the ropes before then. 

Treasurer – Nigel had also decided to step down this year but like your 
Chairman is filling the gap until someone volunteers to take over. 

And also Newsletter Editor – Geoff will step down after the Spring 
2022 edition of the Newsletter. 

In the meantime, remember to Learn, Laugh and Live 

With Very Best Wishes 

Margaret Brown 

chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk  
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DEADLINE FOR WINTER 2021 NEWSLETTER 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the  
Editor: newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

by Wednesday 10
th

 November 2021 

The Winter Newsletter will cover December, January and February. 
It will be posted to all members in early December. 

FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A COMMITTEE 2018/19 

Margaret  
Brown 

Chairman 
 

01367 615 385 
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Roger 
Wilkins 

Secretary 

 

01793 782 498  
rogatmidfield@aol.com 

Neal  
Cotton 

Groups  
Co-ordinator 

01367  252 495 
91gometz@gmail.com 

Liz  

Cunningham 

Membership  
Secretary 

01367 242 626 
membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Ricky  

Cunningham 

IT/Website  
Coordinator 

01367 242 626 
 itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Peter  
Foot 

Thames Valley 
Representative 

01367 358 046 
p.foot47@gmail.com 

Rita  
Higazi 

Events and  
Venue Team 

01367 244 494 

ritahigazi@hotmail.com 

Tessa  
Timms 

Programme 
Team 

01367 358 613  

timmsrb@sky.com 

Peter  
Robinson 

Events and  
Venue Team 

01367 718 566 

peterrobinsonnew@aol.com 

Shela  
Rowan 

Speakers  
Coordinator 

01367 243 636 

smr280652@gmail.com 

Alison  
Thomson 

Vice Chair-
man/Publicity  

01367 241 204 

amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk 

Nigel  
Wilkinson 

Treasurer  

mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
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In June we were entertained by Dr 
David Jones and his talk was all 
about earthworms. David is an ento-
mologist specialis-
ing in soil ecology 
working at the 
Natural History 
Museum in Lon-
don.  

David began his 
talk by explaining 
that scientists have 
been studying 
earthworms for 
many years and 
Charles Darwin 
was the first per-
son to do any 
quantitative re-
search on this 
subject and we 
know that his 
findings were correct. Modern re-
search proves that when farmers 
have a good supply of earthworms, 
then there is a 25% boost in produc-
tion and David began by explaining 
this idea. 

He told us that in the UK there were 
27 species of earthworms and three 
ecological groups. There are those 
that are shallow burrowing and feed 
on soil called Endogeic. Those that 

are deep burrowing that feed on 
decaying matter and soil (Anecic) 
and the worms that are found on the 

surface which feed 
on decaying matter 
(Epigeic). David 
explained that very 
few animals can 
digest soil and 
earthworms have a 
very special gut 
which is full of 
microbes which 
help them break-
down the tiny 
particles. Earth-
worms are her-
maphrodites, 
meaning an indi-
vidual worm has 
both male and 
female reproduc-
tive organs but 

they still need to find a mate to re-
produce. 

Earthworms can be found in most 
habitats, grasslands, woodlands, 
farmlands and in gardens. However, 
no earthworm likes very dry soil as 
they will dry out and die through 
suffocation as they absorb oxygen 
through their skin which needs to be 
moist.  

Meeting - Thursday 10th June 

 “The Ecology of Earthworms”  

Doctor David Jones 

ACTIVITIES REPORTS 
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Why are earthworms important, was 
the question David asked his audi-
ence. He mentioned how they are 
vital in maintaining the soil structure 
by tunnelling and burrowing, im-
proving the health of the soil through 
aeration, improving drainage and 
bringing nutrients to the surface. An 
interesting fact was that in a pastural 
field which has been grazed by cows 
the weight of earthworms in that 
field will weigh more than all the 
cows in that field!  

Earthworms support a lot of biodi-
versity by re-engineering the soil, so 
they are creating a lot of material 
that enables other animals to live 
there. They are also a good food 
source for other animals like birds, 
snakes, small mammals and inverte-
brates as they are very high in pro-
tein. David had, in the course of his 
work eaten earthworms. Moles, of 
course eat earthworms and if there is 
a plentiful supply, they will place the 
worms in their underground larder 
for future use, how clever! 

These factors have an effect on how 
plants grow. David explained that 

earthworms stimulate plant growth 
predominantly through releasing 
nitrogen locked in residue and soil 
organic matter. This is why farmers 
and gardeners know how important 
earthworms are to the profitability of 
their fields. The modern methods 
used by farmers to encourage the 
number of earthworms in the soil has 
been shown to increase crop yields. 
The research shows that different 
methods of farming management can 
increase the number of earthworms 
and this is replicated across all habi-
tats. Deep ploughing, where the soil 
is turned over is very damaging to 
the earthworm population as they 
become chopped up and displaced 
and eaten by birds. Basically, mini-
mum or no tillage is a better farming 
method, so the less that the soil is 
disturbed the more earthworms are 
noted.   

Finally, David answered members’ 
questions of which there were many. 
Everyone found the talk very in-
formative and interesting and en-
joyed David’s engaging style of talk. 

Report by Shela Rowan 



9 

The speaker for the July meeting of 
the u3a was Sarah Somerville, the 
Visitor Services Manager of Shaw 
House which is very near to New-
bury. She talked 
enthusiastically 
about the history 
of the Elizabe-
than manor 
house and de-
scribed its pre-
sent-day facili-
ties for everyone.  

Sarah explained 
that before Shaw 
House was built 
there was a 
smaller manor 
house and that 
the site was 
owned by many different people 
over its history. Firstly, Winchester 
College for a couple of hundred 
years and then Henry VIII and was 
then it was sold. In 1581 the current 
house was built and was probably 
begun in the 1570’s. Thomas Dol-
man was the owner and he had made 
his money from the cloth industry. 
He was very flamboyant and wished 
to show off the wealth that his fami-
ly had obtained. It was built with the 
notion that Elizabeth 1 would stop 
during a Royal Progress around the 
country and apparently, she did visit 
11 years after the house was built, in 
1592.  

Sarah explained that there were vari-
ous signs of Dolman’s wealth in the 
house. The use of bricks which was a 
new idea as previously houses were 

built using main-
ly wood. Also, 
the use of glass 
was a new con-
cept which was 
very expensive at 
the time and 
Shaw House had 
many windows 
and then the 
many chimneys 
too were signs 
that Dolman used 
the house to 
‘show off’ his 
wealth.  

There is a very detailed inventory 
which gives details of the items in 
each room, how the rooms were used 
and so we can paint a picture of daily 
life in the house’s early years. There 
were other royal visitors and we 
know that Queen Anne visited in 
1703 and over the years almost every 
Stuart monarch stayed at Shaw 
House. The interior of the house was 
‘modernised’ for these royal visits, 
but the outside has remained largely 
as it was originally built. Visitors 
will notice the Georgian features 
inside the house. 

Throughout the Civil War, New-
bury’s location on the route from 

Meeting - Thursday 8thJuly   

 “The History of Shaw House ”  

Sarah Somerville  
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London to the West Country made it 
strategically important. Shaw House 
became an integral part of the Royal-
ist defensive position against the 
Parliamentarians who were building 
their forces nearby at Thatcham. A 
battle took place and the Royalists 
won but there was some damage to 
the walls of Shaw House which can 
still be seen today. 

The Dolman family lived at Shaw 
House for six generations until they 
ran into debt and then the Duke of 
Chandos, a very wealthy man, 
bought the estate and moved in 
1728. He did not live in the house 
but used it as a holiday house when 
he was travelling. He did though 
spend a lot of money on the house 
making it modern and fashionable. 

However, debt was again the down-
fall of the Duke of Chandos’s family 
and the house was sold to the An-
drews family in 1751 who had grand 
ideas for the house. He died very 
soon but his family lived for many 
years in the house and extremely 
detailed records and notebooks were 
kept. Sarah showed us photographs 
of these records which showed the 

remarkable spending habits of a 
gentleman at this time. 

 A more recent owner in 1905 was 
Kathleen Farquhar who moved into 
Shaw House from Scotland with her 
family who lived in the house until 
the War Office requisitioned it in 
1939. There are many records of 
how the house was used during the 
Second World War. In 1943 the 
house was taken over as a temporary 
school building following a bombing 
of a nearby school and this became 
St Gabriel’s school in 1945.  

Shaw House has been owned by the 
Council since 1949 and has been 
restored and is now open to the pub-
lic, mainly during school holidays. It 
is also used for private functions 
such as weddings and conferences 
and as a Registry Office. 

This was a very informative talk 
with interesting photographs show-
ing Shaw House through the ages 
and we were all tempted to visit in 
future. 

A shorter version of this account 
written by Shela Rowan appeared in 
the August edition of The Advertiser. 

VHS Archive available 

One of our members has an archive of hundreds of VHS tapes covering 
Art, Architecture, Popular Culture, Media Studies, Advertising & Design, 
Television and Film/Cinema History. 

These are available to anybody interested in making use of this material - 
perhaps as a basis for a U3A group? 

If you would like more information, please contact Neal Cotton – Groups 
Co-Ordinator 
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Accessible Ukuleles     Jenny Braithwaite    01367 240 929 

Art          Sally Bull      07808 136 919 

Ashmolean        Shela Rowan     01367 243 636 

Astronomy        Stuart Priest     01367 240 118 

Books         Kay Chamberlain    01367 242 647 

Bridge - All levels      Steve Braithwaite    01367 240 929 

Cryptic Crosswords     Peter Smith     01367 241 241 

Current Affairs       

Dressmaking for All          

Embroidery       Suellen Pedley     01367 710 680 

Family History      Ian Clarkson     01793 782 836 

Folk Dancing       Val Hudspeth     01367 241 035 

Foreign Language Films    Robin Stewart     01367 241 295 

French Conversation     Françoise Stacey    01367 241 813 

French Intermediate & Advanced   Carolyn Williams    01367 241 208 

Gardeners        Christina Field     01367 241 265 

German        Victoria Paleit     01865 821 594 

Golf Croquet (summer)     Steve Braithwaite    01367 240 929 

History         Mike Iremonger    01367 241 361 

History of Art       Mairead Boyce    01367 243 065 

Italian - Improvers      Jenny Braithwaite    01367 240 929 

Jazz         Patrick Wheare    01367 241 927 

Mah Jong        Carolyn Clarkson    01793 782 836 

Military History      Bjorn Watson     01793 782 748 

Music Appreciation           

Opera          

Photography       Anthony Burdall    01367 240 713 

Play Reading       Mary Love      01367 710 754 

Poetry         David Dalton     01367 241 874  

Quilting             

Quiz         Sylvia Bowley     01367 241 296 

Ramblers             

Recorder Consort      Peter Smith     01367 241 241 

Science & Technology    Ron Colyer     01793 782 363 

Scrabble       

Scrapbooking       Margaret Smith     01793 710 800 

Spanish - Intermediate     Carolyn Taylor     01367 242 490  

Striders        Françoise Stacey    01367 241 813 

Strollers        Lynn Pettit      01367 242 019 

Ukulele        Gene Webb     01367 242222  

Wine Appreciation     David Burn     01367 240 670  

FARINGDON  GROUPS 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Notes for Members 

If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator 
Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or  
email: 91gometz@gmail.com  

Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of groups 
is provided on page 11. 

Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the Group 
Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has room for new 
members.  All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, 
but before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups  
Co-ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest 
Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and  
time(s). 

For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester 
Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street. 

ACCESSIBLE UKULELES 
OPEN-AIR WORKSHOP 

for COMPLETE BEGINNERS 

TUESDAY 14th SEPTEMBER at 10am 
In the garden of 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon 

Rain or shine, we have space under cover! 

No need to have your own Uke – we have some to borrow. 

If you are doubly-jabbed, we would love to see you 

Please ring Jenny on 01367 240 929  
or email: jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk 
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ART 

The Art group will resume on 9th September. This session will be lead by 
Felicity Cormack.  However, we will now be meeting at The Reading Room 
at Littleworth from 11.30 to 1.30.  There is parking nearby. 

The Autumn term dates are: 

September 9th and 23rd 
October 14th and 28th 
November 11th and 25th 

Any questions, please contact: 
Sally Bull - sally.bull@talktalk.net 07808 136 919 

ASHMOLEAN  

This group normally visits the Ashmolean on the first Thursday of every 
month for a guided gallery visit. However, these visits have yet to begin 
again. The online provision by the Ashmolean can be viewed  
http://www.ashmolean.org/events#/?page-184698=0 and most of the vide-
os are free, so do look at the programme of events. 

The Ashmolean is open for general visitors and you must book a free ticket 
online. 

We do hope that our visits can resume in the future, as we all enjoyed our 
monthly trips into Oxford and the gallery tours. 

For further details please contact: 
Shela Rowan (01367 243 636 or smr280652@gmail.com) or  
Aileen Bridge (01793 784 720 or aileen.bridge@gmail.com). 

BRIDGE 

Intermediate and Experienced.  Lessons are now taking place online, with 
a Powerpoint Presentation on Zoom followed by practice on Real Bridge, a 
new online platform where players can see and talk to their partner and oppo-
nents, and where I can visit their table to offer advice. 

After a break in August, online lessons will restart in September on the 
following dates: 

  Mon Sep 6th    Wed Sep 8th 

 Mon Sep 20th   Wed Sep 22nd 

 Mon Oct 11th  Wed Oct 13th 

 Mon Oct 25th  Wed Oct 27th 
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Dates for November and December to be arranged 

The Monday lesson is repeated on Wednesday so players can choose which 
to attend.  

For further details please contact:  
Steve Braithwaite (steve.bridge1@gmail.com or 01367 240 929). 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 

Six hundred at hollow rugby win (7) 

Since the last Newsletter, the Cryptic Crosswords Group has remained active 
with a weekly puzzle to solve and a word or phrase to clue. By the time you 
read this, at the beginning of September, we will have had a total of seventy-
five competitions. We took a break in August and are hoping that we might 
resume normal meetings in the autumn. 

The answer to the clue above is what we hope vaccination will bring over 
that nasty virus. 

If you would like to know more, contact the group leader: 
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or  pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

EMBROIDERY 

The meetings will resume, starting on the 14th September at 2.00pm. The 
venue will be 44, Hunters Field, Stanford -in-the-Vale. SN7 8LX, and there-
after on the second Tuesday of each month at the same time and place. It 
will be good to meet again after all this time. For more information contact: 

Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680 or suellenpedley@aol.com). 

FOLK DANCING  

STOP PRESS: 

I have booked the Catholic Church Hall for Thursday 2nd September - just 
a one off to see what response we get. Hopefully members will be raring to 
go? If not we will have to make decisions as to whether we continue. 

Contact: Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com). 

GARDENERS  

Welcome back - 

Wednesday, 8th September 2021 
Visit to Gardens at Buscot Park.  Meet at the GSCP at 2pm for car sharing to 
Buscot or if you wish to you can make your own way there.  This is a Na-
tional Trust property, so please bring your National Trust card with you.  

mailto:suellenpedley@aol.com
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Otherwise entrance is £7.00.  Please telephone or email me if you wish to 
visit. 

October 2021 
Visit to Aston Pottery to view their Herbaceous Borders.  Date to be decided. 

For further information contact: Christina Field on 01367 241 265. 

HISTORY OF ART 

We will meet as usual by Zoom on the 3rd Thursday of each month, so on 
the 16th of September at 2.30 pm.  We will be looking at the Republic of 
Ireland, having done the North.  October the topic is Studio Ceramics in the 
20th Century, and November we will explore Proving Providence, Forgery. 

Please get in touch should you wish to join us. 

Contact details,  
Mairead Boyce on 01367 243 065 or boycemairead@aol.com 

JAZZ 

At last something to look forward to. Sue Ison has very kindly offered to host 
another party in her garden for the Jazz Group, as she did last year. It will be 
on Monday September 6 starting around 11.30 to 12 noon. The format will 
be much the same as then - an open air picnic-cum-meeting where we can 
meet, chat, listen to music and eat and drink, while still keeping a safe dis-
tance from each other. I’ve emailed group members and put the word about, 
but if this is the first you’ve heard of it (and the newsletter reaches you in 
time) get in touch with me asap for full details, if you’d like to come. 

At the moment it’s not clear when/if normal meetings will start again. Octo-
ber is a possibility but this depends on all kinds of unknowns. I’ll email 
members when things are clearer. 

In the meantime we’ll hope for the best. For any other information ring or 
email me: Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or patandeve@wheare.me).   

MILITARY HISTORY 

The Military History Group normally meets on the first Thursday of the 
month and we consider an eclectic range of topics.  Of necessity our meet-
ings have been on Zoom over the lockdown but we are hoping to return to 
face-to-face meetings in September. 

Unless the advice changes, our next meeting will be at Walnut Tree Cottage, 
9A Stainswick Lane, Shrivenham at 10.30am on Thursday 2nd September 
2021 when John Varney will be giving us the second part of his talk on The 
Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71.  

mailto:patandeve@wheare.me
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In the past year we have been considering the wars leading upto the French 
Revolution and then the rise and fall of Napoleon. Later this year we plan to 
cover the Life of Otto Bismarck, the Jacobite Risings and the Spanish Civil 
War.   

If you wish to join us, please contact Bjorn Watson at  
bjornwatson@btinternet.com to be included in the Zoom meeting or on 
01793 782 748. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

The Photographic group continued to meet over the past months, albeit tenta-
tively, and increasingly via Zoom. Hopefully a more normal programme of 
photographic expeditions and reviews can be re-established in the new year; 
a draft programme has been produced.  

The first meeting of the new season will be on Wednesday 8 September  
with a planned Photographic Expedition to Gloucester docks and cathedral 
‘Industrial and church photography’. October is planned as Wildlife photog-
raphy month with a expedition on 13 October  to Richmond Park ‘Deer 
rutting’ followed on 27 October a second expedition to the Hawke Conserv-
ancy Trust ‘Birds’. November is planned as a photo review plus discussion 
on ‘When is black and white best?’ on 19 November.  For subsequent 
months there will be a variety of expeditions and photo reviews.  

If you are interested in photography and would like to join the group discus-
sions, please do get in touch. 

The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 
2.30pm at the home of: 

Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel: 01367 240 713;  
Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).  

Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce 
better images. 

PLAY READING 

The Playreading Group has not been meeting, during lockdown or recently 
but things might change soon, and I will keep in touch with members. For 
more information contact: 

Mary Love on  01367 710 754 
or maryvivienlove@yahoo.com  
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QUIZ 

Do you like to find out all sorts of interesting facts and maybe tell us some 
more. Our quizzes are very varied (different quizmasters) and we try not to 
have too many about celebrities!  

Quizzing will resume in September, hopefully face to face but this is de-
pendent on the Town Hall being ready.  I will contact you with details when 
we know more. 

Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241 296 or  
email sylkenbow@talktalk.net 

RECORDER CONSORT 

The Recorder Consort sabbatical continues, though we are hoping we might 
resume playing together in the autumn. 

For more information contact:  
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

There is no Programme of Meetings for the group yet, but, it is intended to 
start these again in September and members will be informed directly of the 
planned activities.  

Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363 
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com  or from the website. 

 SCRAPBOOKING  

Margaret and Sue will be contacting members regarding the possibility of 
restarting the group. 

Margaret (mbsmith5@hotmail.co.uk)  
Sue (alice_maud@yahoo.com)  

STROLLERS  

Following a consultation on changes to the day and format of the Strollers 
group,  I plan to restart on Monday 6 September. The walks will take place 
on the 1st and 3rd Monday of the month meeting at GSCP at 10am. We will 
decide the route on the day, but the walks will be no longer than 3 miles or 2 
hours, and will start and finish in Faringdon (where people can make their 
own arrangements for coffee and/or lunch) 

The dates are: September 6&20; October 4&18; November 1&15. 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
mailto:roncolyersandt@gmail.com
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On December 6 I suggest we do a short walk followed by coffee and a re-
view of the new arrangements.  

Strollers old and new will be very welcome. Please wear suitable boots or 
shoes and bring a waterproof jacket in case of rain.  

Any queries please contact: 
Lynn Pettit at 01367 242 019 and 07909 910 128 or  
lynnkpettit@gmail.com 

WINE APPRECIATION GROUP 

Cracking Buffet Lunch tasting to re-start our season. 
First, a big Thank You to the 30+ members who came to the Buffet Lunch 
tasting on July 20th, for making it such a cheerful occasion. Although we 
didn’t do any scoring comparisons of the wines, Ricky’s Greek pick from the 
Wine Society – Lafazanis Geometria Malagouzia 2019 at £10.95 – was gen-
erally rated the best newcomer. And a second big Thank You to all those 
who volunteered to help us both set up and clear away what was our biggest 
food and wine event since we set up. Without their help the lunch would 
definitely not have gone so well. And in drainingly hot conditions. Finally, a 
round of applause please for Peter and Ricky who brought the five course, 
eight wines meal in within £30 of the £630 budget. 

September meeting. 
Tutored tasting of ten French wines by Ian Lloyd 1400 Tuesday 28th Sep-
tember in the Barber Rooms.  In April 2020 we were looking forward to an 
expert tasting from Ian Lloyd, the wine writer for our local Advertiser maga-
zine. The enforced 17 month delay has not dimmed Ian’s fondness for Old 
World wines, particularly from France, for a tutored tasting of 10 wines from 
Bordeaux, the Loire, Alsace and Provence. Because of necessary lead times 
the booking deadline for this tasting was 17 August.  

Balance of year. 
The ongoing covid uncertainties mean we have not organised any further 
tastings for this year, but 2022 will get a full schedule of meetings. Our next 
event is the Festive Lunch at Sadlers on 7 December. Save the day. 

New members. 
The Wine Appreciation Group is an unstuffy collection of people who want 
to learn about and compare wines that will help us choose the best – whether 
for a daily glass, a dinner party or even a wedding. We aim to meet every 
two months in Faringdon or nearby. All u3a members are welcome and 
there’s no annual subscription, just a charge for each event you come to. 
More details on our web page. 

For more information contact: David Burn on 01367 240 670. 

mailto:lynnkpettit@gmail.com
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THAMES VALLEY NETWORK  
NEWS  

After a really successful year so far, the events Team have taken an 
August break before ushering in the programme for September, Octo-
ber and November 2021. 
 
Despite the somewhat more relaxed opportunities for mixing together, 
TVN will for the moment continue with their practice of using Zoom 
for its events.  This is partly as it suits a 1-to-2 hour session; partly to 
be respectful of the environment by not requiring people to drive any-
where; and partly because the u3a as a whole does not want to take 
risks with its members’ health.  This policy will be reviewed in the 
Autumn with the possible option of having ‘hybrid’ events - with 
some people physically present while others watch the same event via 
Zoom.  Much will depend on the nature of the activity: ukulele groups 
will probably want more direct participation than say those interested 
in the history of gardening.  So, we will see how things develop and I 
will keep all members informed. 
 
As we go to press, there is no programme published for the Autumn - 
though it will be an exciting one when it comes.  I will send out de-
tails to all on the mailing list immediately.  Anyone wishing to be add-
ed to the list, please get in touch on p.foot47@gmail.com. 
 

Peter Foot 
TVN Rep 

MEMBERS’ NEWS 

We welcome 4 new members. 

From Faringdon:  Nigel and Katie Sinclair 

From Bampton:  Barbara Moody 

From Shrivenham:  Ann Wall 

mailto:p.foot47@gmail.com
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