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MEETINGS CALENDAR 

We are very aware that some members feel ready to enjoy the company of 
other members in the Corn Exchange, but others would prefer to wait awhile 
before returning to larger groups. So, we have rehearsed a hybrid system of 
being back in the Corn Exchange for those who wish to meet and having the 
zoom talk on the big screen and at the same time having the talk on zoom for 
home viewing.  

Several of the speakers in the winter programme have agreed to visit the 
Corn Exchange and we look forward to welcoming them. We will also zoom 
these talks. 

Shela Rowan, Speaker Coordinator 

 

Thursday 9th December 2021.  Via Zoom 
War is a grim business, but romance doesn’t come to a grinding halt and nei-
ther does British humour. Wartime and Romance is the title of our zoom talk 
by Andy Smith.  A performance poet, Andy shares real-live perspectives of 
two world wars gleaned from family and friends over several decades.  He 
weaves romance and humour into an entertaining, poignant presentation that 
stimulates a response from audiences.  It sounds very interesting. 

Thursday 13th January 2022.  January Japes followed by a speaker yet to 
be decided. 

Thursday 10th February 2022.  Live in the Corn Exchange or zoom. 
This month we are delighted to welcome to Faringdon the Librarian of the 
Bodley library in Oxford, Mr Richard Ovenden OBE FSA FRSA who was 
appointed in 2014.  Prior to that Richard held positions at Durham Universi-
ty Library, the House of Lords’ Library and the University of Edinburgh Li-
brary.  Richard also serves as the Director of the Bodleian Library’s Centre 
for the study of the Book and holds a Professional Fellowship at Balliol Col-
lege.  He will talk about his role and the work of libraries across the country.          
This should be a very interesting talk especially as Richard is intending to 
be ‘live’ in the Corn Exchange. 

Thursday 10th March 2022.  Live in the Corn Exchange  
To the casual observer, looking upon the sky on a summer’s day, you see the 
white contrails of a plane, but who controls it?  Phil Holt, a retired Air Traf-
fic Controller intends to explain with his talk entitled, 'Keep calm-I'm an Air 
Traffic Controller'.  He covers the history and development then talks about 
present day flying.  This humorous yet factual presentation will fascinate 
everyone, so, prepare for take-off! 
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DON’T FORGET  

TO RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION  
EITHER ON-LINE FROM 1st DECEMBER 

or USING THE FORM YOU’LL RECEIVE IN JANUARY. 
See Chairman’s Message on Pages 4 and 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee Vacancies 
 
Our u3a depends on volunteers without whom it would cease to 

exist 
 

We are urgently in need of: 
 

Chairman 
Treasurer 

Newsletter Editor 
Someone to make tea & coffee at our monthly meetings 

 
Please contact our Chairman, Margaret Brown, for more details 
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Chairman’s Message  

The clocks have now gone back an hour and we will have to wait six 
months for British Summertime to return, but as life begins to take on 
a new normal, hopefully we can enjoy more activities and socialising, 
bringing us together with friends and enjoying everything that makes 
U3A great.  Whether it is in the General Meeting or group activities, I 
hope you can resume feeling confident that you can be safe while con-
tinuing to be cautious.  We have had lots of practice. 

 It was splendid to get back into the Corn Exchange for our hybrid 
meeting in September.  Ricky was at home in “Mission Control” tak-
ing the lead with Zoom and Geoff lead the way in the hall making sure 
we could see our speaker on the screen, and it worked very well for 
those joining by Zoom from home as well as for the 30 members and 
Committee who came along in person.  The technical gremlins struck 
in October, but they have been sorted out, but hybrid is by no means a 
substitute and there is still nothing quite like being there in person. 

Our Open Day, welcomed a steady flow of visitors, who came to find 
out about U3A.  A big “thank you” to Neal Cotton, who took the lead 
in organising the morning, to our group leaders who gave of their time 
to come and talk about their various groups and to encourage new 
membership with some wonderful displays.  My thanks to Phil and the 
team from the Town Hall who helped us to get set up (and get packed 
away) and, as always, a big thank you to all members of the Commit-
tee who came to support and do everything that they could to make it 
a successful morning.  Thanks to Rita and her helpers in the kitchen 
for keeping the refreshments coming.  The feedback has been very 
positive, and lots of interest was shown.  Our membership is very 
healthy. 

We have two new group leaders and to David Dalton, now taking the 
lead in Poetry and Dusty Miller heading up the Scrabble group, a big 
welcome.  It is great that two popular groups can continue.  Please see 
details of meetings, timings etc later in the Newsletter. 

I regularly get updated Covid guidelines from the U3A Trust and the 
message from HQ is that we must continue to be vigilant while at the 
same time get going again with group activities.  All aspects of per-
sonal safety must be considered before anyone joins in with an activi-
ty.  This is a personal responsibility and not just down to the group 
leaders, who, as always, will do everything they can to keep their 
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groups safe.  By now we will all have had the opportunity to be vac-
cinated with our boosters, and unless you are exempt for medical or 
ethical reasons, I do hope you have taken up your vaccine.  I have 
been in touch with the Trust, who have advised me that no one should 
be excluded if they haven’t, but to be fair to the members of their 
group, should be able to provide evidence of a negative test result if 
asked to do so by the group Leader.  For the last year and eight 
months we have all done everything we can to keep each other safe, 
particularly the most vulnerable in our U3A and we don’t want that to 
change now.  If you chose not to be vaccinated, for whatever reason, 
please make your status known to the Group Leader if you wish to 
participate in a group and please be ready to take a test to show that 
you are well.  This is a U3A requirement, but hopefully one we can all 
understand and comply with unreservedly. 

We have been very fortunate with our speakers since my last letter.  
Listening to Alison Mees in September certainly transported many of 
you back to your own experiences in Africa, and David Allen’s retell-
ing of the terrifying story of The Murder of Mrs Julia Martha Thomas 
had us all on the edge of our seats.  Polly Vacher’s account of her fund
-raising journey with Wizard and Muffin was delightful and inspiring. 

As we head towards Christmas, it will soon be time to think about re-
newing our subscriptions, and if you turn to page 9, you will see infor-
mation, kindly provided by Ricky.  

We are all sorry to learn that Liz Cunningham has decided to stand 
down as Membership Secretary and her place will be taken after the 
AGM in April, by Carol.  I would like to take this opportunity of 
thanking Liz for her amazing contributions to our U3A, both on the 
Committee and in the ‘field’.  We look forward to seeing you often, 
Liz, and we welcome Carol to look after Membership. 

In the meantime, remember to Learn, Laugh and Live 

And with very best wishes for a very Merry Christmas 

Margaret Brown 

chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk  
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The Garden Group’s Visit To Aston Pottery 

Wednesday 6th October and we were blessed with a beautifully sunny after-
noon at Aston Pottery as the second of our returns to face-to-face meeting.  
The first was to Buscot Park, where 5 Garden Group members visited in 
September.  Aston Pottery is one of the ‘must go to’ places in the area for 
beautiful gardens, retail therapy and of course refreshment.  If you haven’t 
been there, then please try it. 

The planting was still 
beautiful despite the 
recent heavy rain, 
winds and cold nights, 
but we were treated to 
a colourful display of 
immaculate gardening 
which made a magnif-
icent backdrop to our 
meanderings round 
the grounds.  Of 
course, at this time of 
the year we are look-
ing at dahlias, but the 
persimmons, asters, 
sedums and salvias 
were still filling the 
beds with a glorious 
array of colour.  8 
intrepid members of the Garden Group made their way round the borders, 
admired the planting and wondered how we could incorporate these ideas 
into our own gardens.  There was plenty to enjoy and discuss as we made our 
way along the pathways, and everyone singled out a favourite bloom from 
the magical array of shapes, sizes and colour combinations. 

No visit would be complete without a cup of tea and a piece of cake in their 
wonderful restaurant, or as we did, al fresco in the garden.  Tea was followed 
by a look round the shop which is amazingly good for presents and cards for 
all occasions. 

What better way to spend an afternoon than meeting up with friends again in 
the sunshine, and then to make plans for more exciting get togethers as the 
year goes on.  We know that we must be cautious, but we have made a start.  
I for one am looking forward to the next time we meet up.  

With best wishes and thanks to Christina for organising the visit. 

Margaret 
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Examples of Recent Projects by Members of the 
Scrapbooking Group 
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January Japes Menu 
 

Thursday 13th January 
at 12.15 for a 12.30 start 

in the Corn Exchange 

 

1.  Beef and Ale Stew with Dumplings 

2.  Salmon Feuillitage (in puff pastry)  

3.  Vegetable Feuillitage (in puff pastry) 

4.  Pan Fried Chicken Thighs with Apricot & Red Onion Stuffing 

Side vegetables will be buttery mash, carrot purée and 
tender stem broccoli  

~~ 

A.  Rich Chocolate & Amaretto Mousse 

B.  Burnt Blueberry Yoghurt Cheesecake 

C.  Warm Pear and Raspberry Frangipane  

~~ 

Glass of Wine 

~~ 

Coffee/Tea 

(All dishes can be Gluten-free, with prior request)  
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U3A JANUARY JAPES 
in the CORN EXCHANGE 

 
Thursday 13

th
 January at 12.15 for a 12.30 start,  

Thank you to everyone who expressed an interest in January Japes 2022. 

There was a significant show of interest, but as we felt that we should 
still exercise caution in the Corn Exchange, a ballot took place to allocate 
seats.  

I appreciate that some members will be disappointed, but hope that you 
understand the need for caution, and thank you all for your support. 

Very best wishes 

Margaret Brown 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR RENEWING YOUR  
SUBSCRIPTION 2022 

For our u3a purposes, your renewal and payment must be received before 
the end of January 2022, or your u3a membership will lapse and you will 
not be eligible to attend General Meetings or to participate in any Interest 
Groups. 

This year we have an improved process for renewals where you can use 
our Beacon Administration system to do a self-renewal.  This will be a 
quicker & more streamlined process for you as well as saving the Mem-
bership Secretary a lot of work.  You will be able to pay your renewal 
subscription either by credit/debit card or by using PayPal if you already 
have an account with them.  After you have paid, your renewal will be 
automatically processed by the Beacon system and you will immediately 
receive an email with your membership card attached.  We hope this will 
also appeal to people who currently don’t do internet banking. We will 
send out an email on the 1st of December providing more detail, and the 
details will also be on the ‘Contacts & Membership’ page of our website. 

Don’t worry if you prefer not to pay online because you will also receive 
a Subscription Renewal Form in a separate mailing, early in January next 
year, which you can complete and return with a cheque. 

The subscription fee for the year 2022 will be: 

Single membership £12 

Joint membership £18 
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DEADLINE FOR SPRING 2022 NEWSLETTER 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the  
Editor: newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

by Wednesday 9
th 

February 2022 

The Spring Newsletter will cover March, April and May. 
It will be posted to all members in early March. 

FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A COMMITTEE 2018/19 

Margaret  
Brown 

Chairman 
 

01367 615 385 
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Roger 
Wilkins 

Secretary 

 

01793 782 498  
rogatmidfield@aol.com 

Neal  
Cotton 

Groups  
Co-ordinator 

01367  252 495 
91gometz@gmail.com 

Liz  

Cunningham 

Membership  
Secretary 

01367 242 626 
membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Ricky  

Cunningham 

IT/Website  
Coordinator 

01367 242 626 
 itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Peter  
Foot 

Thames Valley 
Representative 

01367 358 046 
p.foot47@gmail.com 

Rita  
Higazi 

Events and  
Venue Team 

01367 244 494 

ritahigazi@hotmail.com 

Tessa  
Timms 

Programme 
Team 

01367 358 613  

timmsrb@sky.com 

Peter  
Robinson 

Events and  
Venue Team 

01367 718 566 

peterrobinsonnew@aol.com 

Shela  
Rowan 

Speakers  
Coordinator 

01367 243 636 

smr280652@gmail.com 

Alison  
Thomson 

Vice Chair-
man/Publicity  

01367 241 204 

amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk 

Nigel  
Wilkinson 

Treasurer  

mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
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At today’s u3a meeting we were 
delighted to enjoy the talk by Alison 
Mees on her life ‘Living the African 
Dream’ broadcast from her home in 
Southend, to those of us in the Corn 
Exchange for the first time for over a 
year and to others 
on Zoom.  

Born in the UK, 
Alison has lived for 
a number of years 
in Zambia, Malawi 
and Kenya. She 
was first inspired 
by Africa when she 
watched Joy and 
George Adamsons’ 
Born Free movie 
about Elsa the 
lioness and living 
with lions at their 
home in Kenya;  
Alison decided she 
would like her own 
lion cub but settled for a tabby kitten 
as training.   

Alison spent the first 16 years of her 
African Dream in Luangwa, Zambia; 
thereafter 8 years in Malawi and then 
on to the Serengeti and Masai Mara 
plains of Kenya.  Her parents were 
safari camp managers in these coun-
tries and Alison has volunteered on a 
number of Cheetah conservation and 

research projects.  Last year when 
the camps of Africa closed due to the 
Covid outbreak she returned to the 
UK where she has been a volunteer 
on a Cheetah conservation project in 
the UK.   

We were privileged 
to see some of 
Alison’s glorious 
photographs of 
leopards, elephants, 
herds of buffalo 
which she told us 
were her most 
feared beast due to 
their unpredictable 
behaviour; cheetahs 
and lions.  I recom-
mend you have a 
look on her website 
alisonmeesphotog-
raphy.com to enjoy 
lots of other spec-
tacular pictures of 

wildlife.   

If you have visited a safari camp in 
wildest Africa you will know you 
have to be escorted from your ac-
commodation to the main buildings 
in the camp in case of a wild animal 
that may have got into the camp and 
one, not to be repeated, experience of 
Alison’s was when she was walking 
with a torch and a radio and encoun-

Meeting - Thursday 9th September  

 “Living the African Dream ”  

Alison Mees  

ACTIVITIES REPORTS 
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tered a lion walking towards her in 
the camp; she slowly reversed her 
steps and radioed the main camp to 
warn them not to bring guests out 
whilst the lion was in the camp.  The 
lion lay on a verandah in front of one 
of the tents for about 20 minutes and 
eventually got up and sauntered off.   

We shared an experience of her visit 
to Lake Magadi in southern Kenya to 
see Greater Flamingos and various 
other water birds such as Ham-
merkops, Lovebirds, Yellow Billed 
Oxpeckers, the beautifully coloured 
Lilac Breasted Rollers, colourful 
Little Bee Eaters, Pied Kingfishers 
and the brightly coloured orange and 
blue of the Malachite Kingfishers.  
We also enjoyed a photograph of a 
Marshall eagle with a recently cap-
tured meal of guinea fowl. 

Perhaps familiar with the annual 
migration of zebras, wildebeest and 
antelope from the southern Serengeti 
in Tanzania to the Masai Mara in 
Kenya in the constant search for 
grass, but to experience it first-hand 
must have been simply amazing.  
The crossing of the Mara River by 
the game to where the grass is green-
er on the other side and where giant 
crocodiles lie in wait for their meals, 
has to be one of an African Safaris 
greatest experiences.  Once into 
Kenya the game spend 3-4 months 
grazing and gaining strength before 
they reverse their journey in late 
December to head south again to 
their calving area of southern Seren-
geti.   

On the largest of Game Parks in 
Africa the Selous Game reserve, 
Alison was involved with a lion 
research project learning how to 
identify the cats from notches on ears 
and scars on bodies and becoming 
familiar with their behaviour, docu-
menting locations and times of sight-
ings which contributed to monitoring 
and tracking their movements.   

For a period of time Alison lived on 
a conservancy in the Masai Mara, an 
area of land gifted to a community 
by the chief.  One such chief Alison 
knew had 6 wives and 36 children.  
Homes there are constructed from 
cow dung and mud with a grass roof.  
Water is collected daily from a river 
and cooking is done on an open fire 
which also serves as a light source 
and heating in the colder months.  
Tiny solar panels can be found on 
roofs so that the residents can charge 
up their mobile phones – so even in 
remote Africa there is technology!  
Schooling is minimal and mostly 
done within the conservancy.   

For 6½ years on the Masai plains 
Alison documented the lives of a 
family of cheetahs; 2 males and 1 
female from birth to adulthood until 
they ventured into an independent 
life from each other.  Let’s hope they 
are still out there somewhere also 
‘Living the African Dream.’ 

Report by Tessa Timms 
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David Allen was our speaker today, 
Thursday, 14th October, he was a 
true story teller.  David’s portrayal 
of one particular crime from this era 
was the topic of the day and relayed 
to us in the most de-
scriptive dialogue. 

The tale was entitled 
Blood, Guts and Gore 
– A true murder in 
Victorian England.   
The tale begins on 
28th January 1879 in 
number 2 Vine Cot-
tage, Park Road, Rich-
mond on Thames, 
England.  Mrs. Julia 
Martha Thomas, a 55 
year old widow and a 
retired school teacher 
is upstairs in her 
home; she is not an easy-going per-
son.  She is, however, seeking the 
help of an under-maid; a robust and 
solidly built lady called Kate Web-
ster, 29 years old is applying for the 
position.  We learn that a large cop-
per laundry vessel sits on the kitchen 
table where Kate and Mrs Thomas 
are discussing the terms of employ-
ment.  This copper vessel later be-
comes the focus of the tale. 

Mrs. Thomas appoints Kate as under
-maid but unfortunately does not 
take up references otherwise she 
would have learned that in 1849 
Kate’s surname had previously been 

Lawler when she was married to 
John Webster and lived in Ireland 
with their 4 children who had all 
died in suspicious circumstances.  
Kate Webster had also been arrested 

a number of times for 
theft and spent time in 
jail whereon after her 
release she emigrated to 
England where she 
married a Mr. Strong 
and had a fifth child.  
Kate used a number of 
aliases to expand her 
life of crime until she 
was arrested for 36 
counts of theft and was 
sentenced to 18 months 
in Wandsworth prison.  
In February 1877 Kate 
is sentenced to a fourth 
term in Wandsworth 

prison and is classified as an habitual 
rogue and a woman inclined to evil.   

In 2 Vine Cottage on 29th January 
1879, Mrs. Thomas is expecting her 
newly appointed under-maid who 
arrives after leaving her now 4 year 
old little boy with a friend in Twick-
enham.  Everything goes reasonably 
well for 6 days at 2 Vine Cottage 
until Mrs. Thomas dismisses Kate 
for her ineptitude at cleaning skills. 
Kate begs for a second chance and is 
given another opportunity to succeed 
however after another 6 weeks Mrs. 
Thomas’s patience is exhausted by 
Kate’s continued incompetence, 

Meeting - Thursday 14th October   

 “The Murder of Mrs Julia Martha Thomas”  

David Allen  
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alcoholism and fraternisation with 
men.  She is finally dismissed and 
given notice to vacate by Monday 
3rd March 1879.   

It’s Sunday 2nd March 1879 and a 
harassed Mrs. Thomas returns from 
church wondering whether Kate has 
left.  Mrs. Thomas explores her 
house and is confronted by Kate 
Webster who grabs her and throws 
her down the stairs; thinking she is 
already dead Kate begins stripping 
Mrs. Thomas of her jewellery when 
she opens her eyes Kate grabs some 
rope from under the stairs and stran-
gles Mrs. Thomas.  She picks Mrs. 
Thomas up and puts her on the kitch-
en table beside the copper laundry 
vessel.  She removes her clothes 
thinking she can sell them and then 
retrieves a saw, a long knife and a 
blade from the cupboard and pro-
ceeds to dismember Mrs. Thomas’s 
body, pushing her limbs into the 
laundry vessel.  It’s a gruesome 
business and body part by body part 
are stuffed into the laundry vessel 
which is topped up with water and 
then put to boil. The remains are 
then packed into a trunk and a Glad-
stone bag.  After cleaning the house, 
Kate sleeps in Mrs. Thomas’s bed 
and continues life as though nothing 
has happened.   

Kate involves the assistance of 
friends, Mr. & Mrs. Porter and their 
son Robert who, unaware of the 
contents, dispose of the trunk and the 
Gladstone Bag from Barnes Bridge 
into the River Thames.  Kate tells 
The Porters that she has inherited 
No. 2 Vine Cottage and seeks their 

help to sell it.  On Wednesday 5th 
March, Henry Wheatley, a coal por-
ter, sees the trunk in the river, drags 
it to the shore and opens it and finds 
the body parts.  The Police are called 
and an investigation begins. 

During the process of selling the 
house and clothes, Mrs. Thomas’s 
diary and letters are found which 
raises suspicions.  All this infor-
mation is passed to the police and 
Kate makes a hasty retreat back to 
Ireland.  A long investigation ensues 
and Kate is tracked down in Ireland 
and brought back to England and is 
tried at the Old Baily for murder.  
She denies the charge using a num-
ber of excuses and explanations but 
is tried by her peers and is found 
guilty and sentenced to be hanged by 
the neck until dead by Judge Justice 
Denman.  Kate Webster was hanged 
in Wandsworth Prison on 29th July 
1879 at 08.45.  Mrs. Thomas and 
Kate Webster’s images stood in 
Madam Tussauds for 18 years.  

It was as recent as 2010 when David 
Attenborough purchased both 2 and 
4 Vine Cottages and they were being 
revamped that a digger unearthed a 
skull in the garden of No. 2.  Of 
course, after forensic investigation 
the skull was identified as Mrs. 
Thomas’s.  Her remains were even-
tually buried in Barnes Cemetery. 

If you’re interested to read in more 
detail this true murder visit Wikipe-
dia ‘The Murder of Julia Martha 
Thomas’. 

Report by Tessa Timms 
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It was a great pleasure to welcome 
Polly Vacher, our first ‘live’ speaker 
into the Corn Exchange since March 
2020.    

Polly isn’t shy to 
take on a challenge.  
In 2001 after an-
nouncing she was 
to fly around the 
world alone for a 
second time, Polly 
was approached by 
Carolle Doyle a 
journalist who an-
nounced she was to 
track Polly on her 
solo journey using 
scheduled airlines 
meeting up along 
the way.  Carolle 
and Polly became 
close friends as 
result of this adven-
ture and it was Carolle along with 13 
other volunteers who helped to plan 
and make the Donkathon that was to 
be Polly’s next challenge a reality.    

The idea of the adventure was 
hatched when Polly unfortunately 
lost the sight of one eye and realised 
she would be unable to fly again. 
Not to be thwarted she began a plan 
to trek with two donkeys from her 
home near Drayton to St. Me-
langell’s church in South Wales.  
Polly had previously visited this 
remote church and met the Guardian 

of Saint Melandell’s Church, the 
Revd. Christine Brown, during a 
visit with her friend Carolle Doyle.  

And so the planning began. 

She acquired Muf-
fin and Wizard, two 
donkeys who were 
one year old and 
began training 
courses at the don-
key sanctuary with 
the ultimate goal of 
them driving a car-
riage.  Simultane-
ously, maps were 
purchased and the 
beginning of a route 
was developed 
which had to avoid 
major roads and 
motorways because 
how would you 

drive two donkey’s pulling a car-
riage on a motorway ?  The trek was 
to be 227 miles and only 6miles of 
that journey were finally on main 
roads. 

The average distance the donkey’s 
could travel in a day was around 8 
miles and so the challenge of finding 
daily destinations with stables and 
accommodation for the volunteers 
began.  Their first stop was to be in 
Charney Bassett, other destinations 
were Steverton and Bampton and so 
contacts were made with residents 

Meeting - Thursday 11th November    

 “Donkathon in aid of Multiple Sclerosis Research ”  

Polly Vacher  
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and rendezvous at farms and in sta-
bles were arranged for the overnight-
ings.  Old friendships were revived 
and renewed and Polly found people 
were welcoming and excited to be 
hosts of the adventure.   

The training of the donkeys and the 
planning of the journey took 3 years.  
Prior to setting off, the donkeys’ 
health and fitness needed checking; 
consultations with vets to administer 
equine flu vaccinations, an equine 
dentist and a farrier were arranged 
and the solution to the shoeing of the 
donkeys’ was to use American Hoof 
Armour which is an epoxy painted 
onto the feet creating a rubberized 
protection.  

Explaining in more detail about the 
training, ‘You can Tell a Horse – but 
you have to Ask a Donkey’ said 
Polly, methods to persuade the don-
keys to perform were developed, the 
first target being travelling up hills.  
Traffic cones were set 100 metres 
apart and treats were given at each 
cone; the cones were then set 200 
metres apart with treats and thereaf-
ter at the top of a hill.  The next 
hurdle was water.  We learned that 
donkeys don’t like water as they are 
desert animals and as there were two 
fords along the route these crossings 
had to be overcome.  This training 
began with a tarpaulin on the ground 
and water from a hosepipe; once this 
hurdle was overcome the donkeys 
were taken to Shilton ford and en-
couraged to wade in, again with 
treats.  The next stage of water accli-
matisation was a much deeper ford at 
Bucklebury which you may know as 

the home of the Middleton family 
(Katherine, Duchess of Cambridge).  
Water acclimatisation accomplished 
the next challenge was level cross-
ings and after level crossings the 
donkeys had to get used to bagpipes 
as this was to be the programme for 
the Great Send Off.   

Training and planning completed, 13 
volunteers and 2 grooms, Elana and 
Oscar appointed, the adventure was 
ready to begin – An important and 
vital member of the team was Polly’s 
husband who was the transporter of 
food for the team and hay for the 
donkeys.   

About to set off it was decided that 
the journey would become a fund-
raiser for research into multiple scle-
rosis which is a lifelong condition 
that affects the brain and nerves; this 
charity was chosen because Polly’s 
nephew had sadly been diagnosed 
with the disease.   

A group of over 100 people assem-
bled for the Big Send Off on 25th 
June 2020 – the bagpipes played and 
two motorbike outriders accompa-
nied the donkeys and carriage away 
on their journey. 

Polly’s great excursion to Saint Me-
landell’s Church netted a grand do-
nation of £51,000 but I forgot to ask 
her what her next adventure might 
be. 

Report by Tessa Timms 
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Accessible Ukuleles     Jenny Braithwaite    01367 240 929 

Art          Sally Bull      07808 136 919 

Ashmolean        Shela Rowan     01367 243 636 

Astronomy        Stuart Priest     01367 240 118 

Books         Kay Chamberlain    01367 242 647 

Bridge - All levels      Steve Braithwaite    01367 240 929 

Cryptic Crosswords     Peter Smith     01367 241 241 

Current Affairs      Sheila Giles     01367 870 265  

Dressmaking for All          

Embroidery       Suellen Pedley     01367 710 680 

Family History      Ian Clarkson     01793 782 836 

Folk Dancing       Val Hudspeth     01367 241 035 

Foreign Language Films    Robin Stewart     01367 241 295 

French Conversation     Françoise Stacey    01367 241 813 

French Intermediate & Advanced   Carolyn Williams    01367 241 208 

Gardeners        Christina Field     01367 241 265 

German        Victoria Paleit     01865 821 594 

Golf Croquet (summer)     Steve Braithwaite    01367 240 929 

History         Mike Iremonger    01367 241 361 

History of Art       Mairead Boyce    01367 243 065 

Italian - Improvers      Jenny Braithwaite    01367 240 929 

Jazz         Patrick Wheare    01367 241 927 

Mah Jong        Carolyn Clarkson    01793 782 836 

Military History      Bjorn Watson     01793 782 748 

Music Appreciation     Ian Clarkson     01793 782 836  

Opera          

Photography       Anthony Burdall    01367 240 713 

Play Reading       Mary Love      01367 710 754 

Poetry         David Dalton     01367 241 874  

Quilting             

Quiz         Sylvia Bowley     01367 241 296 

Ramblers             

Recorder Consort      Peter Smith     01367 241 241 

Science & Technology    Ron Colyer     01793 782 363 

Scrabble        Dusty Miller     01367 240 397 

Scrapbooking       Margaret Smith     01793 710 800 

Spanish - Intermediate     Carolyn Taylor     01367 242 490  

Striders        Françoise Stacey    01367 241 813 

Strollers        Lynn Pettit      01367 242 019 

Ukulele        Gene Webb     01367 242222  

Wine Appreciation     David Burn     01367 240 670  

FARINGDON  GROUPS 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Notes for Members 

If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator 
Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or  
email: 91gometz@gmail.com  

Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of groups 
is provided on page 17. 

Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the Group 
Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has room for new 
members.  All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups, 
but before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups  
Co-ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest 
Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and  
time(s). 

For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester 
Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street. 

ACCESSIBLE UKULELES 

We have been meeting in the garden all summer,rain or shine, but we shall 
be moving into the Friends Meeting House for the winter. 

We meet every Tuesday at 10.30am, and play an assortment of songs. If you 
can play, even a little, you are very welcome.  

Please ring Jenny on 01367 240 929  
or email: jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk 

ART 

We shall be resuming after the December break on Thursday 13th January 
and continue every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month from 11.30am to 1.30 
until the end of March. 

The group have happily settled into the Littleworth Reading Room where 
there is convenient parking very close by.   

Recently we have been working on line and texture and having fun with 
mixed media with a variety of challenges set by Felicity Cormack. New 
members of all levels are very welcome.   

Any questions, please contact: 
Sally Bull - sally.bull@talktalk.net 07808 136 919 
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ASHMOLEAN  

This group normally visits the Ashmolean on the first Thursday of every 
month for a guided gallery visit. However, these visits have yet to begin 
again. The online provision by the Ashmolean can be viewed:  
http://www.ashmolean.org/events#/?page-184698=0  most of the videos 
are free, so do look at the programme of events. 

The Ashmolean is open for general visitors and you are advised to book a 
free ticket online. 

We do hope that our visits can resume in the future, as we all enjoyed our 
monthly trips into Oxford and the gallery tours. 

For further details please contact: 
Shela Rowan (01367 243 636 or smr280652@gmail.com) or  
Aileen Bridge (01793 784 720 or aileen.bridge@gmail.com). 

BRIDGE 

Intermediate and Experienced.  Lessons continue to take place online, with 
a Powerpoint Presentation on Zoom followed by practice on Real Bridge, a 
new online platform where players can see and talk to their partner and oppo-
nents, and where I can visit the tables to offer advice. 

There will be no lessons in December 

Provisional dates for the following two months in 2022 

 Mon Jan 10th   Wed Jan 12th 
 Mon Jan 24th   Wed Jan 26th 
 Mon Feb 7th  Wed Feb 9th  
 Mon Feb 21st  Wed Feb 23rd 

The Monday lesson is repeated on Wednesday so players can choose which 
to attend.  

If you have not yet tried Real Bridge or would like to join the group, then 
please contact me for further details: 

Steve Braithwaite on steve.bridge1@gmail.com or 07740 306 055 

 CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 

One who brags get nothing for a third jab? (7) 

Since the last Newsletter, the Cryptic Crosswords Group has remained active 
with a weekly puzzle and clueing contests.  By the time you read this, at the 
beginning of December, we will have had a total of almost ninety competi-
tions.  



20 

The answer to the clue above is what we hope most members have had or 
will have soon. 

If you would like to know more, contact the group leader: 
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or  pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

CURRENT AFFAIRS 

We welcome new members to our group which meets on the 2nd Thursday 
of the month at 10.30am.  The group discusses subjects/topics which are 
“current” both in the UK and globally.  We have a core group of approxi-
mately 8-10 members and would welcome anyone who maybe interested in 
joining us.   At present we are meeting via Zoom but in time we hope to re-
group at Faringdon Library.  For more information contact: 

Sheila Giles (01367 870 265 or Sheila@tjg00.plus.com).  

EMBROIDERY 

The group is now meeting again after the lockdown and is gradually moving 
forward with the various projects. We were delighted to welcome some new 
members, and would love to see more people interested in learning this an-
cient art form. 

Meetings are on the second Tuesday of each month at 2.00pm, at 44, Hunt-
ers Field. Stanford-in-the-Vale, Faringdon. Oxon. SN7 8LX. For more infor-
mation contact: 

Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680 or suellenpedley@aol.com). 

FAMILY HISTORY 

The Experienced Group is now meeting monthly via Zoom, normally at 
11:00am on the last Friday of the month. We have enjoyed a nostalgic trip 
to North Wales and Liverpool with Dave Headey in April, a wonderful 
collection of family photographs from Barbara Dadson in May, and met a 
draper, organ builder, brass band founder, stationer and photographer (all the 
same chap) in September.  

Our next meeting is on Friday 26th November when Marion Turner will 
entertain us.  For this and future meetings I will send Zoom invitations to 
members a couple of days before the scheduled meeting but if any other 
members – either from previous FH groups or those simply wanting to know 
about us – would like to join in, please contact me by email and I will add 
you to the list of invitees. 

Ian Clarkson at ian.clarkson@gmail.com  

 

mailto:suellenpedley@aol.com
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FOLK DANCING  

The Group resumed in September and those present voted that we should 
continue. Delighted to get several names at our Open Day. Fully understand 
if some are not ready to mix and mingle, but hope to see you, perhaps next 
year. 

The dates to put in your diaries are as follows:- 

December 2nd,    January 6th,    February 3rd   and March 3rd 

Catholic Church Hall at 2.30p.m. 

Contact: Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com). 

GARDENERS  

Our December meeting is on Thursday, the 16th December at 2:45pm in 
the Old Town Hall for a chat and  a Gardening Quiz.   Please  bring some-
thing to share over a cup of tea.   There will be a small charge to cover the 
cost of the hire of the hall  

At present I do not intend to have a January meeting and will discuss a Feb-
ruary meeting in the New Year. 

For further information contact: Christina Field on 01367 241 265. 

JAZZ 

After successful meetings in October and November we’ve really got going 
again and our next ’do’ will be the Christmas Party in the Old Town Hall, 
Market Place, on Monday December 13 from 11am till about 2pm. Cost £4 
a head; wives, partners etc welcome. It will be much as in previous years 
with nibbles and snacks, drinks (tea/coffee and some beer, wine and soft 
drinks) and lots of time to talk. Plus TWO quizzes. Let me know if you’re 
coming so I’ve an idea of numbers. 

Our January meeting will be on Monday the 10th in the Library, Gloucester 
Street at 10.30 when David Day will be discovering the Four Seasons in 
Jazz. Then we will meet again on Monday February 14 and Monday 
March 14 – programme details not yet sorted. 

We normally meet every second Monday in the month in the Library at 
10.30. If you’d like to join us just come along. If you’ve any questions or 
would like to know more, email me 

Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or patandeve@wheare.me).   

 

mailto:patandeve@wheare.me
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MILITARY HISTORY 

The Military History Group normally meets on the first Thursday of the 
month and we consider an eclectic range of topics.  Of necessity our meet-
ings have been on Zoom over the lockdown but we are hoping to return to 
face-to-face meetingsearly next year.  

Our next meeting will be on Zoom at 10.30am on Thursday 2nd December 
2021 when Bjorn will be giving us the first of series of talks on War in Afri-
ca starting with the Zulu Wars followed by the Boer War in January and 
WWI in Africa in February.  

In the past year we have covered the wars leading up to the French Revolu-
tion, the rise and fall of Napoleon, the Franco-Prussian War, Bismarck and 
the Jacobite Wars. Later this year we plan to cover the Spanish Civil War, a 
brief history of the Royal Navy and Verdun.   

If you wish to join us, please contact Bjorn Watson at  
bjornwatson@btinternet.com to be included in the Zoom meeting or on 
01793 782 748. 

MUSIC APPRECIATION 

This group is currently in abeyance – for technical and copyright reasons we 
are not able to use Zoom for meetings, and we feel that the time is not yet 
right to meet in the library as we used to do. At the beginning of the Pandem-
ic we were already short of members and numbers have been further reduced 
in the last eighteen months. We would like to start up again but we will need 
new blood – so if any new members enjoy listening to, and learning about 
music and would like to know more about the group please contact me:  

Ian Clarkson on 01793 782 836 or at ian.clarkson@gmail.com 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

The Photographic group has continued to meet over the past months, albeit 
with limitations. There have been expeditions to Gloucester docks and cathe-
dral, Charlecote Park and the Hawke Conservancy Trust with one Bi-
monthly Assignment ‘Industry’. The November meeting on will be a photo 
review plus discussion on ‘When is black and white best?’ 

The December meeting, on Wednesday 8 December 2021, will be a visit to 
a Christmas event Oxford Botanic Garden Christmas Fair, or Oxford Cov-
ered Market, or Dyrham House.  For January we will be photographing 
‘Historic Oxford’ with visits to museums of Oxford (Ashmolean, Natural 
History, Science).  Followed in February by a photo review plus talk by 
group member ‘How to select your photographs’.  
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If you are interested in photography and would like to join the group discus-
sions, please do get in touch. 

The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 
2.30pm at the home of: 

Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; Tel: 01367 240 713;  
Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net).  

Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce 
better images. 

PLAY READING 

The Playreading Group has not been meeting, during lockdown or recently 
but things might change soon, and I will keep in touch with members. For 
more information contact: 

Mary Love on  01367 710 754 
or maryvivienlove@yahoo.com  

POETRY 

Here’s a greeting, ‘bout the meeting, of that rhyming, coffee ‘bibing, friendly 
troupe, the Poetry Group. We meet on the first Monday of every month in 
the Faringdon Library at 10.30 and if you choose to join us, you may even 
get a wee biscuit. Come alone or bring a poem you’ve enjoyed to share, 
whether it’s one you’ve written or one you’ve read – the greatest pleasure is 
in things shared. We have a monthly theme and while December is Decem-
ber, including Christmas, January will be New Start, February will be Win-
ter, it’s when it really drags, isn’t it? And March, the equinoxal month that 
comes in, or goes out, roaring like a lion, Storms. 

Contact details: 
David Dalton 01367 241 874 or sullatoberdalton@gmail.com. 

QUIZ 

NOW BACK IN THE OLD TOWN HALL! 

Do you like to find out all sorts of interesting facts and maybe tell us some 
more. Our quizzes are very varied (different quizmasters) and we try not to 
have too many about celebrities!  A small charge of £3 to cover rental and 
refreshments.  New date is the 1st

 Friday in the month and the next dates will 
be 

DECEMBER 3RD, JANUARY 7TH, FEBRUARY 4TH, MARCH 4TH 

Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241 296 or  
email sylkenbow@talktalk.net 

mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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RECORDER CONSORT 

The Recorder Consort sabbatical continues.  

For more information contact:  
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

The Group has resumed face-to-face meetings in the afternoons of the first 
Tuesday of the month. So far, there is no formal programme for the winter 
session, but, members will be informed individually of meetings as and when 
they are arranged. 

Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363 
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com  or from the website. 

SCRABBLE 

Social Scrabble (very social Scrabble!) is now held every Tuesday morning 
from 9.30am until +/-11.30am at the Pump House Project Cake Cafe in Swan 
Lane, Faringdon, opposite the Royal Mail depot. 

No entry fee or other charges other than an optional £1 for a large hot drink 
and another £1, if you are peckish, for delicious home-baked cakes, scones, 
biscuits etc. Good company, nice refreshments and fun games suitable for 
most levels of skill. 

Further details from Dusty  Miller 01367 240 397 or 07780 210 543 

SCRAPBOOKING  

The scrapbooking group met for the first time since March 2020 on 2nd No-
vember at Shrivenham's Memorial Hall.   It was lovely to see everyone 
again, with a few new faces recruited at the Open Day.  We began making a 
wallet style album which will hold up to 15 photographs and have pockets 
and a hidden pouch for mementoes.  We make everything from scratch and 
have previously made a 6” x 6” album, a star book and exploding box-
es.  These all make lovely presents and are ideal for preserving family pho-
tos.   If you would like to join us please contact either  

Margaret (mbsmith5@hotmail.co.uk)  
Sue (alice_maud@yahoo.com)  

SPANISH - INTERMEDIATE 

The Spanish group is delighted to be able to meet again face to face in each 
other’s houses. We meet every Tuesday afternoon but the group is in fact at 
maximum numbers for the moment. However, if anyone wishes to start a 

mailto:roncolyersandt@gmail.com
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new/beginners Spanish Group we have quite a few resources belonging to 
the U3A: books, DVDs etc., which could be used. Please contact Carolyn 
Taylor if this would be of interest. 

carolyn.taylor2@tiscali.co.uk or 01367 242 490  

STROLLERS  

The walks will take place on the 1st and 3rd Monday of the month meeting at 
GSCP at 10am. We will decide the route on the day, but the walks will be no 
longer than 3 miles or 2 hours, and will start and finish in Faringdon (where 
people can make their own arrangements for coffee and/or lunch) 

Strollers old and new will be very welcome. Please wear suitable boots or 
shoes and bring a waterproof jacket in case of rain.  

Any queries please contact: 
Lynn Pettit at 01367 242 019 and 07909 910 128 or  
lynnkpettit@gmail.com 

STUDY MORNINGS 

I’d like to start a series of monthly, zoomed, Study Mornings, on a variety of 
topics with something to interest everyone. Some of our groups have really 
interesting meetings, and during our current isolation many have been pre-
sented on Zoom, much to our enjoyment. A selection of these will now be 
repeated in a hope that a wider audience will benefit.  

Each speaker will be an experienced communicator with a detailed 
knowledge of both their subject and using Zoom!  

We shall be starting after Christmas on the fourth Friday of the month at 
10.30am.  

FRIDAY 28th JANUARY.  Mike Iremonger will give a talk entitled ‘Life 
and Works of William Morris’.  

FRIDAY 25th FEBRUARY.  Björn Watson will be our speaker, with 
‘Nelson Mandela – the Man behind the Icon’. 

If you would like to join one or both of these meetings, please email me so 
that I can send you the Zoom links in due course.  And if you have a talk, 
already given probably, that you would like to share, please do get in touch. 

Jenny Braithwaite (jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk) 

THEATREGOERS 

You will now have realised that the theatre group is no more, unless someone 
out there would like to take it on! 

mailto:lynnkpettit@gmail.com
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It is quite fun to do although hard work, but new blood may give you differ-
ent interests! It can be a shared job or individual whichever; If you are inter-
ested then please contact Sylvia or Jane as below.  
Sylvia Bowley, 01367 241 296, sylkenbow@talktalk.net.  
Jane Horey, 01793 766 177, janehorey@hotmail.co.uk 

Or indeed any committee member. 

WINE APPRECIATION GROUP 

Seats available on the Wine Group’s June 2022 French vineyard tour.  Un-
fortunately a couple have had to drop out of our expert-led tour of the Cham-
pagne, Burgundy and Chablis vineyards of France next June. If you would 
like to know more about this fantastic trip that’s been put together for us by 
an experienced wine tour organiser, then please contact David Burn  
david@theburns.name for more information.   These last two places can 
either be taken by two single travellers or a couple. The only stipulation is 
that you must be members of the Faringdon u3a. 

September meeting:  Tutored tasting of ten French wines by Ian Lloyd.  It’s 
a delight to be able to report on the very informative, wide-ranging and re-
laxed tasting that Ian Lloyd gave us in late September. His focus on French 
wines was not only widely varied but included some surprising winners – 
like the Picpoul de Pinet – and many other wines that set the palates of some 
members aglow but did little for others – proving yet again that enjoyment of 
wine is a very individual thing. 

Personal Favourites tasting.  Some of our most rewarding wine tastings have 
been when our own members have shared a bottle or two of their favourite 
wines with the group. We’re holding our next Personal Favourites tasting on 
Tuesday 15th February and are keen to hear from members who’d like to 
share one or two of their own discoveries with us. And you couldn’t wish for 
a more welcoming and responsive audience. Contact Peter Robinson  
peterrobinsonnew@aol.com  for more info. 

New members.  The Wine Appreciation Group is an unstuffy collection of 
people who want to learn about and compare wines that will help us choose 
the best – whether for a daily glass, a dinner party or what to choose when 
eating out. We aim to meet every two months in Faringdon or nearby. All 
u3a members are welcome and there’s no annual subscription, just a charge 
for each event you come to. More details on our web page. 

For more information contact: David Burn on 01367 240 670. 
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THAMES VALLEY NETWORK  
NEWS  

From history to current affairs, sciences to the arts, local geography to archi-
tecture, from local crafts to global celebrities!  The Thames Valley Network 
is the national leader for u3a for providing a rich variety of subjects covering 
a wealth of interests across our region.   

The TVN website can be accessed at any time at  
http://u3atvnetwork.org.uk/.  However, Faringdon u3a has an excellent 
system of advising its members of the latest offerings from TVN - all for the 
moment still online.  All you have to do is ensure your name is on the elec-
tronic mailing list and you will be sent information virtually as soon as it is 
released by TVN.  The price varies from £3.00 to £0.00; most sessions last 
about 90 minutes. 

Please let Peter Foot know if you wish to be added to the list 
(p.foot47@gmail.com or 01367 358 046  

Peter Foot 
TVN Rep 

MEMBERS’ NEWS 

We welcome 20 new members. 

From Faringdon:  Michael Barnes, Owen Brazell, Jo Spencer, Joanna and 
Philip Thompson 

From Bampton:  Geoff and Wendy Rayner 

From Fairford:  Jean Griffiths 

From Highworth:  Barbara Jones 

From Kidlington:  David Day 

From Kingston Bagpuize:  Jeanie Beesley 

From Kintbury:  Barry and Jennifer Adcock 

From Lechlade: Kathryn Potter 

From Oxford:  Linda Given 

From Shrivenham:  Frank and Julia Jones, Margaret Neaves 

From Southmoor:  Roger and Rosemary Jackson 

 

We were sorry to hear of the death of former member Victoria Whitworth 
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Image from a talk by Alison Mees - see page 11 for the write up 

Image from a talk by Polly Vacher - see page 15 for the write up 


