The Night Sky in May, 2022
Since we are well into British Summer Time now all times in this Newsletter will be quoted in BST
which is 1 hour ahead of GMT or UT. May is not such a good month for stargazing since the days
are getting longer and the nights are lighter. However, we still have a number of hours of darkness
and the nights are warmer.This is a good time to go into the garden, open a reclining chair and
browse the night sky with a pair of binoculars. The Milky Way can look magnificent at this time of
year. You may also wake before dawn in which case you can look out to see the morning objects in
the sky. If you are a very early riser you will be able to see a total eclipse of the Moon on the
morning of May 16th from 02:32 until Moonset at 05:12. On May 1st, the Sun will rise at 05:36 and
set at 20:40. By the end of the month it will be rising at 04:49 and setting at 21:27! There will be a
New Moon on May 30th and a Full Moon on May 16th. The best time for stargazing will therefore
be at the beginning and end of the month.
There are some planets to be seen this month. The Sky at Night magazine chooses Saturn as its
planet of the month. However, it is a morning object and so it is only good for early risers. The best
time to see it is on May 31st at 04:00. The starchart below shows the sky in the Southeast at this
time. Saturn can be seen in the right of the chart and is in the constellation of Capricorn. To the East
(left) of it is Neptune which is not very visible this month. To the left of it can be seen Jupiter, then
Mars, Venus and Uranus. Jupiter is in the constellation of Pisces the Fish. Above it you can see the
famouse asterism called the Ringlet, a group of stars which form the head of the fish. An asterism is
a distinctive group of stars which does not form a constellation. The most famous asterism is the
Plough which is in the constellation of Ursa Major, the Great Bear. Jupiter is a briliant sight in the
run-up to dawn. To the left of Jupiter is Mars which tracks eastward throughout the month moving
from the constellation of Aquarius into Pisces. It is at its closest to Jupiter on May 29th. To the far
left of Mars can be seen the planet Venus in Pisces. It is gradually diminishing in brightness
throughout the month but it is very close to Jupiter on May 1st. Uranus is located on the far left of
the chart but it is in conjunction with the Sun on May 5th and is out of view throughout the month. It
will be back in the pre-dawn sky in July. Mercury is an evening object in the Westnorthwest in the
constellation of Taurus the Bull. On May 1st it can be found close to the Pleiades and is visible for 2
hours after sunset.

Now to our friends in Dalian, China!
Dalian is at a latitude of 39° whereas we are at a latitude of 51°in England. This means that you will
see much further into the southern hemisphere than we can. The latitude of Mallorca is also 39° so
there they will see a sky very much like your sky in Dalian. But Dalian time is 7 hours ahead of BST
so you will see objects in the sky before we do but at about the same local time. Everything
described in the first sections of this Newsletter can be seen by you. This is illustrated in the
starchart below which shows the sky over Dalian at 04:00 on May 31st. There you can see Venus,
Mars, Jupiter, Neptune and Saturn. Above Neptune you can also see the Ringlet which is the head of
the fish in Pisces.

What's up in the Southern Hemisphere?
The starchart below shows the sky in the East above Sydney at 06:00 on May 31st. There you can see
the planets Venus, Mars and Jupiter. Saturn is off the top of this image and Uranus is just beginning
to rise in the East. Above Neptune you can see the Ringlet asterism which is the head of the fish in
Pisces. To the left of the chart is The Great Square of Pegasus.
If you ever find yourself in Cairns in Australia you will find there is an Astronomy shop very close
to the coast. This shop is called Night Sky Secrets and is run by my friends Ian Maclean and his
wife. They were observing the conjunctions of the planets last month and Ian very kindly sent me the
images below which were taken near his home. Thank you for these Ian.

That's all for this month. Have fun!
Valerie Calderbank FRAS

