FARINGDON & DISTRICT

Summer 2022
https://faringdondistrictu3a.com/
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MEETINGS CALENDAR
Our main meeting is held at 2.30 pm in Faringdon Corn Exchange on the
second Thursday of the month. Meetings begin with a welcome from the
Chairman and notices from groups. These talks have been on zoom during
the pandemic but have now all returned to the Corn Exchange, unless the
situation with new variants of concern makes everyone change their plans.
The talk is followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group
Leaders and socialise.
If you would like to give a talk to our members or if you hear of a good
speaker, do please contact me. I am always on the look-out for new topics
and interesting speakers.
We look forward to seeing you in the Corn Exchange.
Shela Rowan
Thursday 9th June 2022
The greatest contribution of bees and other pollinators is the pollination of
nearly three quarters of the plants that produce 90% of the world's food. A
third of the world's food production depends on bees. This month we are
very lucky to have Richard Rickitt, the editor of Bee Craft as our speaker
who keeps his bees at Westonbirt Arboretum. His talk is called,
‘Introducing the Amazing Honey Bee,’ and he explains lots of intriguing
facts about bees. He is very passionate on this subject and what began as a
hobby is now a job. He will also bring some of his own honey to sell and
always urges everyone to buy from local beekeepers where possible.
Thursday 14th July 2022
The speaker at this month’s meeting is Helen Plumb whose talk is entitled,
Glorious Coloured Gemstones. Very few High Street jewellery retailers are
truly knowledgeable about gemstones. At the end of this talk members will
know more about most gems than their local jewellery retailer! The talk will
explain some of the key attributes of minerals that make desirable gemstones. Members will learn new facts about gems which will intrigue and
surprise them. Helen will bring a selection of loose gemstones for members
to handle and will encourage questions about all aspects of gemstones and
gem set jewellery. She also likes members to bring gems in jewellery for
identification.

Helen has a degree in Geology from Durham University and worked for 25
years in the oil industry before setting up her own gem dealing business.
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Thursday 18th August 2022 NO MEETING. Summer Lunch
Thursday 8th September 2022
Our speaker for this month was originally looking forward to visiting Faringdon u3a in April but unfortunately had to cancel. However, we are very glad
that Gordon has agreed to speak this month. Gordon Rogers will give a talk
entitled, ‘Winston Churchill’s Toyshop’. Gordon discovered that the premises near his home in Buckinghamshire were the UK’s premier weapons experimental station in WW2. When becoming Prime Minister, Churchill knew
of the massive War Office red tape; to by-pass this he appointed himself
Minister of Defence and created just one- Department MD1 located in
Whitchurch, just north of Aylesbury. Gordon has carried out a lot of research
to ensure that he knows as much of the facts around this topic as is possible.
He has asked various TV channels to make a documentary and so far, the
Discovery Channel has made a short TV documentary. This is an interesting
talk and Gordon is a most entertaining speaker.
Thursday 13th October 2022
Martin Lloyd, is our speaker for October and the title of his talk is,
‘Becoming a Famous Author’. Many of you will remember that Martin
spoke to our u3a before in May 2018 and is back by popular demand! As
well as being an accomplished speaker at events across the country, Martin
has published more than ten books on a variety of topics including the history of passports, the twin delights of sun and breakfast in Spain and a blockbusting best seller based in France. In this talk he will, step by step expose
what he had to do to get his first book published. Prepare to be shocked,
amazed and amused!

MEMBERS’ NEWS
We welcome 8 new members.
From Faringdon: Paul Barrow; Monika Becker; Joy Jermy

From Lechlade: Ian Harrop
From Swindon: SandraWade
From Wantage: Janet Tomlin
From Watchfield: Jane & Peter Hoole
We were sorry to hear of the death of Peter Bagnall
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Chairman’s Message
A mere four weeks into post, I feel I have little to report as
yet!
To many of you I need no introduction, having been chairman in the past. This time round, I have stepped in when noone else would fill the gap, because I felt that Faringdon
U3A is sufficiently valued by many of us and no-one would
have wanted to see it close for want of a chairman. However, I am just a stop gap, and the search for a new chairman
continues, preferably someone who is considerably younger
than I am!
Almost everyone renewed their membership this year, and
we have four hundred and eighty two members. Our other
statistic is that we have now been running for twenty years!
At every monthly meeting, we enjoy what is always an excellent speaker, but for the other thirty days of the month,
the strength of U3A lies in our various, and varied, interest
groups.
For the last couple of years, keeping our groups running has
been so difficult. Zoom has been invaluable, but has not
been easy for some groups, so it’s a big thank you to the
group leaders. As we emerge from lockdown I would like to
see groups re-invigorated, and hopefully new ones added.
Suggestions so far have been Chess, Sunday (or any other
day) lunches, and there is scope for more. For new groups,
we need new leaders, of course! So, if you would like to see
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a new group started, please speak to either the groups’ secretary, or myself. You do not need any great expertise, just
some enthusiasm.
It’s now summer and we can meet outdoors, in gardens, so
that makes meeting in person more acceptable to those who
are still apprehensive about meeting indoors - and that includes me! Unfortunately, we have not yet said ‘Goodbye’
to the Virus, so please remain careful and vigilant. The committee expects that members attending monthly and groups
meetings are fully vaccinated and if you feel more confident
wearing a mask, please continue to do so.
One or two garden events are planned this year. Hopefully,
there will be a Summer Lunch, and various coffee and cake
mornings for group leaders, newish members, other members and potential members. So, we look forward to an interesting and enjoyable Summer!
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk

COVID GUIDELINES
Mindful of the continuing need for all Members to keep themselves and
others safe, and protected from Covid-19, your Committee expect and trust
that all those wishing to attend any General or Group meetings - either in
Public buildings (Corn Exchange, Sheldonian, Town Hall, etc.) or in Group
Leaders’ private homes - will ensure that they are vaccinated to the recommended level. This is currently three vaccinations, and in some cases soon
to be - or already - four jabs, including Boosters.
However, irrespective of the number of vaccinations received, in the event
of feeling unwell, please do not attend meetings.
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SUMMER LUNCH
Thursday 18th August at 12.00
Our Summer Lunch will be held at
19 Coxwell Road thanks to the
continuing generosity of
Steve and Jenny Braithwaite.
This event is only open to Faringdon u3a Members - Sorry, no guests.
As this is being held in a Members’ private residence, the Committee expect, and
trust, that all those wishing to attend are fully Covid-vaccinated and have a valid
confirmatory Covid Pass.

Meat, fish and vegetarian options will be provided together with
bread etc. There will also be wine and soft drinks available.
Those who attend are asked to contribute either a salad or a dessert
which should be ‘ready-to-serve’ in a dish that you should take away
at the end.
To assist in gauging the number of attendees, in July we will be asking you either to go to our website and click on a link that will take
you to a simple ‘response form’ or use the link in the e-mail we’ll be
sending you. We hope that those without e-mail might have an
‘e-mail buddy’. If this isn’t possible then telephone either
Peter Robinson [01367 718 566] or Rita Higazi [01367 244 494] to
say you intend to come.
PARKING
If you plan to come by car,
please park considerately and
‘car-share’ if possible.
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FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A COMMITTEE 2021/22
Jenny
Braithwaite
Rita
Higazi

Chairman
Events and
Venue Team

01367 240 929
chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk
01367 244 494
ritahigazi@hotmail.com

Peter
Robinson

Events and
Venue Team

01367 718 566
peterrobinsonnew@aol.com

Neal
Cotton

Groups
Co-ordinator

01367 252 495
91gometz@gmail.com

Ricky
Cunningham
Carol
Jones
Sue
Cain
Tessa
Timms

IT/Website
Coordinator

01367 242 626
itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
07955 443 529

Roger
Wilkins

Secretary

01793 782 498
rogatmidfield@aol.com

Shela
Rowan

Speakers
Coordinator

01367 243 636
smr280652@gmail.com

Nigel
Wilkinson

Treasurer

Peter
Foot

Thames Valley
Representative

01367 358 046
p.foot47@gmail.com

Alison
Thomson

Vice Chairman/
Publicity

01367 241 204
amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk

Membership
Secretary

membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk

Newsletter Editor

newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk

Programme
Team/Newsletter

newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk

DEADLINE

FOR

07731675729

01367 358 613

AUTUMN 2022 NEWSLETTER

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the
Editor: newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk

by Wednesday 10th August 2022
The Summer Newsletter will cover September, October,
November.
It will be posted to all members in early September.
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Meeting - Thursday 10th March 2022
“Crocodiles of the World”
Colin Stevenson
Whether you are fond of crocodiles or
you’re not! Whether you are scared of
crocodiles or you’re not! All those
present in the Corn Exchange learned a
lot of interesting facts about crocodiles.
Colin Stevenson is from Crocodiles of
the World based in Brize Norton where
they have a zoo – the only crocodile zoo
in the United Kingdom.
Their centre not only
houses 20 species of
crocodiles but also has
a Komodo dragon, a
Galapagos tortoise,
lizards, snakes and
some mammals including meerkats, tamarin
and cottontop tamarin
monkeys. In addition
to offering daily visits
for the general public, the centre helps to
train other zoos in how to look after their
crocodiles.
Since the beginning of 2022 there have
been 61 recorded crocodile attacks – 29
of these fatal and 32 non-fatal. Of the
fatal attacks, 11 were in Africa; 16 in
Australasia; 1 in America; 1 in India. In
most of these situations
water was being collected
from rivers for local communities’ consumption. A
way of preventing such
attacks would be for local
authorities to install water
collection points close to
community living areas
and far away from rivers.

SOME CROC FACTS: There are currently 27 living crocodile species. The
average life of a croc is 50 years. Size is
from 1.2mtrs to 6mtrs. Weight from
70grams at birth to over 1 tonne
(1000Kgs) fully grown. However, the
biggest species can grow to over 20feet
(6mtrs.) long. The bite force is
3,500PSI which Colin explained is equal
to two family cars
crashing head on.
They can gallop at
17kph and swim at 10
to 15kph. A croc egg
is around 3inches long
and the hatchling is
about one foot when
born. In the natural
environment the eggs
are eaten by the local
communities much
the same as we would eat a hen’s egg.

The largest ever croc, captive in the
Philippines and died in 2013, was over
6mtrs long and weighed 1075Kgs. It is
now resting in a museum in Manilla. The
current largest croc is 18feet long and
weighs just under 1tonne – not a creature
to meet on a dark night! And, we learn,
that the world’s oldest still
living crocodile is a Nile
crocodile named Henry,
who turned 121 in December, 2021. Henry lives in a
nature reserve in South
Africa.
Adult crocodiles show
parental care to offspring
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until the age of around 18months. The
adult will crunch up small mammals
making is easier for the young to feed.
Birds and mammals have undergone
numerous changes to better adapt to their
environments over millions of years yet
the humble crocodile has ambled along
over the last 200 million years relatively
unchanged from its Jurassic period ancestors.

Modern crocodiles can tolerate saltwater
thanks to special salt glands that filter
out minerals. They replace their teeth up
to 50 times throughout their life and they
also have a cerebral cortex, which is
vital for perception, memory and consciousness. They can hunt prey by following movement patterns, like when an
animal goes to a body of water for a
drink; this is due to
their sense organs all
around their jaws.
Pictures shown to us
explained the difference between alligators
and crocodiles – it’s
really just the jaw line
– an alligator’s jaws
overlap making them
look bucktoothed compared to that of a
crocodile’s jaw where the teeth are mostly visible outside the jawline.
Crocodiles use the environment to regulate their body temperature; they do not
eat every day because they are found in
warmer climates – normally feeding
every 1 – 2 weeks at Crocodiles of the
World.
A crocodile can hold their breath for up
to an hour. This is due to their complex
heart which has been studied for the past
20 years and naturalists are still unravelling how it works. Crocs change the
way blood is circulated around the body
during a long dive drawing oxygen from

lungs when needed - much like a scuba
tank.
Although the water that crocs are found
in is usually full of bacteria, any limb
amputation or injury seems to heal without infection; this is due to proteins that
have been identified in their blood which
apparently kills off any bugs; biologists
have suggested this feature could be a
future potential medicine for humans.
Colin explained that any croc in their
centre found to be damaged in any way
is not caused the stress of being captured
to treat the problem but left alone and it
always heals itself.
The crocs at Crocodiles of the World
have names and have been trained
(which takes 3-4 months) to respond to
their respective names so at feeding time
it’s a simple process to
know which croc is
being fed to ensure
they all have a fair
share.
Colin explained that
critically endangered
infertile eggs are sent
to the National History
Museum for display.
Some crocodiles are released back into
the wild but Colin explained this needed
to be carefully managed and so Crocodiles of the World give support, help
with research and advice to other zoos
and organisations in this regard.
A final interesting fact is that the sex of
a crocodile is dictated by the heat that an
egg is exposed to at the temperaturesensitive period between 7 and 21 days
of incubation. 30°C produces all females and 34°C produces all males; once
the sex is decided it is irreversible.
Perhaps lots of humans would like this
option of choice at conception?
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Meeting - 14th April 2022
“My Charity Work in Burma”
Sherry Scott MBE
Our talk today was given by Sherry
Scott MBE who stood in at the last
minute for Gordon Rogers who
could not attend due to illness. Sherry’s day-to-day work is as an animal
physiotherapist through
which she has associations with the royal
family and well-known
business people like
John Paul Getty who
were later to become
approached to assist her
goals to raise funds for
her charity.
In 2000 Sherry created the charity,
The Burma Forces Welfare Association which is a member organisation
of the British Commonwealth ExServices League which provides
urgently needed welfare assistance to
the surviving ex-servicemen and
their widows of pre-independence
Burma. Sherry’s interest began because her second husband had been a
colonel in the Burmese war and she
found that no pension was being paid
to the Burmese men who had fought
for Britain in the war.

She approached John Paul Getty at a
breakfast one day; he wrote her a
cheque for £25,000 at the end of
their first meeting; she met the Duke
of Edinburgh who assisted her; in
return she boiled him an egg on one
occasion. Through her contacts and
work she began to accrue funds
which have so far totalled £1million

raised during 25 years and have
helped to support the old Burmese
soldiers who fought with our own
brave men during WW2.
Finding the soldiers in Burma and
getting the funds to them
was difficult. John Paul
Getty helped to track
them. The British
Pounds were changed
into Dollars and then
into Burmese currency
and sometimes changed
into food and goods so
that the money could not
be stolen from the soldiers still alive.
David Eubank, now a colonel in
Burma and a former CIA agent
whose parents were missionaries in
Burma, assisted Shelly in accessing
the remote areas in the north of Burma where her target soldiers were
living. It took 4 days trekking
through jungles; being transported by
bearers and riding elephants; across
rope bridges that had been built by
the British some seventy years previously (How long does rope last? she
asks.) Finally reaching her destination she found the area had been
attacked and most of the soldiers
were dead. Three women had survived and had been raped by the
attacking soldiers, one a girl of 14 or
15 was in deep shock. Sherry had
been given an emergency alarm
which she used to call for medical
help and after a few days a helicopter
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arrived with a doctor who made sure
that the women would not produce
babies after their rape as they would
have been ostracised by their community. Sherry is still friends with
that doctor and the girls are now
married and one has a daughter.
Getting to Bhutan at the foot of the
Himalayas seemed the best solution
so she asked for an aeroplane ‘for
humanitarian aid’. Eventually a
dilapidated plane whose passengers
had pigs and chickens on board was
available. However, on landing, a
huge hole in the runway ripped off
the fuselage. Nevertheless, the greeting was amazing and Sherry was met
with badly tuned bagpipes
being played and hundreds
of people who had trekked
for miles through the jungles.
The people were dressed in
the tattered old soldiers’
uniforms and formed a 3
mile long path all the way to
the church were a memorial
service was to be held.
Songs were sung and Sherry
distributed the money. The
people were introduced to the two
minute silence for their fallen comrades – a very moving experience.
When Sherry came to depart again
flags were flown at half mast to
show sadness at her leaving.
Afterwards Sherry was taken to an
orphanage on a cart drawn by oxen.
The orphanage is in deep jungle with
no resources; it is run by nuns and
has three boys. Since finding the
orphanage they now have goal posts
and balls to play football and Sherry’s family visit them to teach Eng-

lish.
Whilst Sherry and her bearers were
at the orphanage, present day soldiers came to arrest them and they
were taken to a huge cold room
where they danced the polka to keep
warm. There were no doors on their
‘prison’ and so they escaped and
were transported by a 2seater Cherokee to Mandalay where the British
Ambassador met them and explained
he had been searching for them for
days.
A party was arranged in Rangoon by
the British Embassy and they were
eventually flown back to England
without passports as these had been
confiscated on their arrest in
Bhutan. During the Rangoon party a ‘nice gentleman’ gave Sherry a piece of
Jade which was later raffled
for £4,000 and found to be
priceless.
On her return to the UK,
Sherry was asked to meet
with the Duke of Edinburgh
and tell about her – let’s call
it – adventure – I’m sure he was
impressed!
Most of the old soldiers have now
died but the BFWA committee now
wish to complete a school building in
the north of Burma to educate the
grandchildren of those old Burmese
soldiers who gave their lives for
Great Britain. The orphanage and
school will be constructed in a remote corner of the north where education barely exists. Good work is
never finished is it?
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Meeting - 12th May 2022
“Stonesfield Owl Centre”
Chrissie Harper
What a joyous talk we experienced
today by Chrissie from Stonesfield
located midway between Blenheim
Great Park and Wychwood Forest; Stonesfield
is famous for its slate
and a possible dinosaur
find.
Chrissie’s interest in our
feathered friends began
when she volunteered at
a falconry centre but
decided to start a rescue
centre alone 20 years
ago. We were introduced to her side-kick
Phil who was an aircraft
engineer but retired last August to
become Chrissie’s assistant and soon
to be husband.
Chrissie explained that they receive
regular call outs from the public to
collect unwanted feathered pets and
to rescue birds that have been injured. At the moment there are five
Tawny Owls and five Barn Owls at
the centre; two Barn Owls are in nest
boxes with eggs.
Last year Chrissie nursed eleven
Baby Little Owls.
Wild birds are nursed back to good
health and then returned to the wild,
however, we were told that Barn
Owls are quite happy to return to the
centre for food – could they be lazy?
Whereas once a Tawny Owl is released, they don’t return; they hunt

for their own food.
Owls are found worldwide with the
exception of Antarctica
and their habitats range
from forests, mountains,
deserts to open prairie
land, there are thought to
be over 220 different
species of Owl in the
world which range in
size from the tiny Elf
Owl to the large and
magnificent European
Eagle Owl. Owls are not
related to diurnal birds
of prey although they
hunt in the same way
using their beak and sharp talons to
catch and kill their prey.
Owls are easily recognised by their
large, rounded head and huge forward-facing eyes, their beak faces
downward and they have soft plumage coloured to help them blend in
with their natural habitat.
Owls are classed as nocturnal creatures and are very skilled at hunting
in low light levels with the aid of
their excellent hearing, and can hear
a mouse heartbeat at a distance of
25ft. They have large eyes and silent
flight but only a third of the world’s
owls are strictly nocturnal.
All owls belong to the order Strigiformes, the order is then divided into
two families:
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Tytonidae - Barn Owls, Grass
Owls and Bay Owls. This group are
recognised by the
heart-shaped
facial disk, longer
skull and beak,
much longer legs
and pointed
wings.
Strigidae - this
consists of all the
other owl species.
The collective
name given to a
group of owls is a Parliament.
It is illegal to release captive bred
owls into the wild and like all birds
of prey owls are protected by law,
it is an offence to disturb or harm
them in any way.
Chrissie had once been called out to
rescue ‘a little fluffy bird’ and found
it was a pigeon, but we learned from
Chrissie that she will never rescue
another pigeon as it was more trouble than it was worth.
The joy of the afternoon – apart from
listening to Chrissie’s comical and
entertaining talk which gave us lots
of laughs – was to meet Ben the
beautiful Indian Eagle Owl. Ben
was an unwanted pet of 5 years old
and was found kept in filth and the
dark without water but now has a
wonderful happy life with lots of
food. Naturally this bird lives
amongst rocks and caves and eats
rats, mice and small birds – in fact,
he could swallow a rat whole we
were told. The fur and undigested
parts of the prey are formed into
pellets within the bird and then regurgitated.
Today Chrissie had chicken for Ben

and despite lots and lots of coaxing
and encouragement Ben turned his
head to the left, to
the right and backwards and refused
to fly to get the
chicken. After a
considerable time
of cantankerousness
by Ben Chrissie put
him back in his box
with the threat that
he could walk
home!
We then met Jud a twelve year old
beautiful Barn Owl. Jud wasn’t
allowed to fly freely because he
would likely have settled in the roof
somewhere and Chrissie’s last experience of an owl flying free into the
rafters of a tall room was she had to
call out Fire & Rescue to collect the
owl.
We had a lovely afternoon with the
owls and if you would like to know
more about Stonesfield Owl Rescue
please google https://
www.chrissiesowls.com

Reports by Tessa Timms
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CELEBRATING MEMORIES
20 YEARS OF FARINGDON U3A

(Extracts from Newsletters of 2002)
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We hope some of these extracts from 20
years ago bring back many happy
memories.
Wow! Haven’t we grown!
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MORE MEMORIES FROM 20 YEARS OF
FARINGDON u3a

Following the New Year’s Lunch in 2004, the Latin group entertained by performing Snow White - in Latin. Not to be taken too seriously!
Snow White was played by Jill Headey and Prince Charming by Sue Manners. The
play was written and produced by Patrick Coleman, who also excelled in the part of
the Wicked Stepmother. The rest of us were dwarves, swathed in togas, or should I
say, sheets. Mine was a red sheet, and I was a red dwarf.
Jenny Braithwaite

WHAT NEW GROUPS WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?
The following new Groups have been suggested
Chess
Rummikubs
Singing
Birding
However, there can be no groups without leaders,
so maybe you could lead a group?
If you would like to talk about it, or have another group in
mind that you would be willing to lead, please contact the
Groups Co-ordinator, Neal Cotton
(contact details in the committee members list)
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FARINGDON GROUPS
Accessible Ukuleles
Art
Ashmolean
Books
Bridge - intermediate/adv.
Cryptic Crosswords
Current Affairs
Embroidery
Family History -Experienced
Folk Dancing
Foreign Language Films
French Conversation
French Advanced
Gardeners
Golf Croquet
History
History of Art
Italian Improvers
Jazz
Lunch Group
Military history
Music Appreciation
Photography
Play Reading
Poetry
Quiz
Ramblers
Recorder Consort Group
Science & Technology
Scrabble
Scrapbooking
Spanish Intermediate
Study Mornings
Wine Appreciation

Jenny Braithwaite
Sally Bull
Shela Rowan
Kay Chamberlain
Steve Braithwaite
Peter Smith
Sheila Giles
Suellen Pedley
Ian Clarkson
Val Hudspeth
Robin Stewart
Francoise Stacey
Carolyn Williams
Christina Field
Steve Braithwaite
Mike Iremonger
Sue Thrower
Marion Turner
Patrick Wheare
Tessa Timms
Bjorn Watson
Ian Clarkson
Antony Burdall
Mary Love
Dave Dalton
Sylvia Bowley
Mike Griffiths
Peter Smith
Ron Colyer
Dusty Miller
Sue Horton
Carolyn Taylor
Jenny Braithwaite
David Burn

01367 240929
07808 136919
01367 243636
01367 242647
01367 240929
01367 241241
01367 870265
01367 710680
01793 782836
01367 241035
01367 241295
01367 241813
01367 241208
01367 241265
01367 240929
01367 241361
01367 240848
01793 710302
01367 241927
01367 358 613
01793 782748
01793 782836
01367 710754
01367 241874
01367 241296
01367 241241
01367 242714
01793 782363
01367 240397
07990 010051
01367 242490
01367 241813
01367 240929
01367 718566
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
Notes for Members
If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-ordinator
Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or email: 91gometz@gmail.com
Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of groups
is provided on the previous page.
Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the Group
Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has room for new
members. All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups,
but before taking the matter too far please contact the Groups
Co-ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest
Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and
time(s).
For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester
Street Car Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street.

ACCESSIBLE UKULELES
We are a very relaxed group of various levels and abilities, and welcome
anyone who can play, even just a little. We meet on Tuesday mornings at
10.30am in the garden of 19 Coxwell Road.
In winter we migrate to the Quaker Meeting House, but we did manage to
stay outdoors until the middle of November last year. Enquiries: Jenny on
01367 240929.
Subject to demand, we shall hold a Beginners Workshop later in the year, so
please let me know if you might be interested
Please ring Jenny on 01367 240 929
or email: jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk

ART
Please note that we are holding our sessions on Zoom for the moment.
Any questions, please contact:
Sally Bull - sally.bull@talktalk.net 07808 136 919
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ASHMOLEAN
Fantastic news, these gallery visits have started again and are very
popular with members!
On the first Thursday in April fourteen members met in the Ashmolean for a talk with Anna Steven, a guide and were very interested to
hear her talk about the two Renaissance Paintings, The Hunt in the
Forest and The Forest Fire.
On 5th May we again met and listened to Denise Darbyshire, whom we
have heard before, talking about The Islamic Collection and providing
more facts. These guides have so much knowledge and really bring a
gallery and its exhibits alive.
There will not be a June meeting as the date is an additional Bank Holiday.
The visit on 7th July has yet to be arranged by the Ashmolean.
There is no meeting in August.
The visits take place on the first Thursday in the month. The meeting
starts with the group gathering at 10.50 for 11am start in the Greek &
Roman Sculpture Gallery of the Ashmolean, immediately to the left as
you go in through the main entrance to the museum. Each meeting
lasts for one hour. There is a non-returnable fee of £8 per person attending, which is required at least a week before each visit. If for any
reason members are unable to attend there will be no refund as we
notify the museum in advance of our group numbers.
There is no limit to the number of members in this group as if the
number for a particular visit is high then there is a facility to offer two
groups. This would be on the same day. New members are always
welcome to attend and should email me for details. Members usually
travel to Oxford by bus.
Email for further details:
Shela Rowan smr280652@gmail.com or 01367 243636
or Aileen Bridge (aileen.bridge@gmail.com).
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BRIDGE
Intermediate and Experienced
From February 2021 to May 2022 lessons took place online with a Powerpoint Presentation on Zoom followed by practice on Real Bridge. There
will be no lessons during June.
If there are no further Covid outbreaks, lessons will resume, in the Catholic
Church Hall from 10am to 12 noon (please arrive by 9.50am) in July.
Intermediate : Mon July 11th Wed July 13th
Experienced : Wed July 27th
Dates for August to be arranged.
For further details contact Steve Braithwaite on steve.bridge1@gmail.com
or 077 40 30 60 55

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS
After 100 iterations of weekly e-mailed solving and clue-writing contests, the
Group met for the first time since February 2020 in March and again in
April. We hope that this return to monthly meetings (usually on the last Friday of the month) will continue.
If you would like to know more, contact the group leader, Peter Smith
(01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com).

CURRENT AFFAIRS
We welcome new members to our group which meets on the 2nd Thursday
of the month at 10.30am. The group discusses subjects/topics which are
“current” both in the UK and globally. We have a core group of approximately 8-10 members and would welcome anyone who maybe interested in
joining us. For more information contact:
Sheila Giles (01367 870 265 or Sheila@tjg00.plus.com).

EMBROIDERY
The small group of embroiderers meet on the second Tuesday of each
month from 2.00pm until 4.00pm.at 44, Hunters Field. Stanford-in-the
-Vale. SN7 8LX Although still not back to pre-covid numbers the
group have unbounded enthusiasm for their individual projects. New
members will be very welcome, whether with previous experience of
embroidery, or just wishing to learn this art form. For further information contact Suellen Pedley (01367 710 680 or
suellenpedley@aol.com).
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FAMILY HISTORY
The Experienced Group is now meeting every two months via Zoom, normally at 11:00am on the last Friday of the month. We have enjoyed a varied
range of splendid presentations from different members. For meetings I will
send Zoom invitations to members a couple of days before the scheduled
meeting but if any other members – either from previous FH groups or those
simply wanting to know about us – would like to join in, please contact me
Ian Clarkson by email at ian.clarkson@gmail.com and I will add you to
the list of invitees.

FOLK DANCING
Thanks to a few new members we are now a thriving group enjoying the
light exercise and social interaction after being denied this for so long. You
are welcome to come and join us.
We meet on the 1st Thursday of every month in the Catholic Hall from 2.30
until 4.00 p.m.
We shall NOT be meeting in June however (due to the Platinum Jubilee) but
we shall meet in July 7th. No meeting in August and will resume in September which falls on the very first day of that month! Make notes of these dates
in your diaries. A warm welcome awaits.
Contact: Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com).

GARDENERS
th

Thursday,16 June, 2002: Visit to Whitehill Farm Gardens, Widford, Nr.
Burford. Two acres of hillside gardens and woodland overlooking Burford
and the Windrush Valley. Entrance and Tea £7. Aim to arrive at 2.30pm.
Please let me know whether you are coming and also whether you can give
someone a lift.
Thursday, 21st July 2022: Visit to Orchard House, Asthall, Burford. A five
acre garden still in the making. Formal and Wild flower borders and woodland walk. Entrance £5.00 plus light refreshments. Please let me know
whether or not you will be coming as we need a minimum of 10 members for
this visit.
AUGUST meeting yet to be arranged any suggestions welcomed.
For further information contact Christina on 01367 241265 or email: christinafield04@aol.com
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GOLF CROQUET
Will be held on the following dates: (weather permitting)
Mon Jun 20th
Mon July 4th
Mon Jul 18th
August dates to be arranged.
At 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon, starting at 2pm. No previous experience is
required.
Steve Braithwaite steve.bridge1@gmail.com or 077 40 30 60 55

HISTORY OF ART
Our meeting on Thursday 16th June will be an outing – venue and
other details yet to be decided and will be communicated to regular
group members. There will be no meetings in July or August, but we
shall resume in the Old Town Hall on Thursday 15th September.
Information will be sent out later about the new programme. New
members are always welcome. Please contact Sue Thrower on 01367
240 848 or smthrower@tiscali.co.uk.

ITALIAN IMPROVERS
We are of a level something above beginners and trying to improve.
We meet on roughly alternate Wednesdays at 10am. Please phone
Marion Turner on 01793 710 302 if you are interested in coming.

JAZZ
We’re back to normal now with a Desert Island Discs type meeting in May
when members brought their own favourite music for us to hear. Our next
meeting will be on Monday June 13 - the subject: Ragtime and I’ll be the
speaker. Then we’ll take a break until September when we restart with another meeting in Sue Ison’s garden at Kingston Bagpuize – date to be confirmed
later.
We normally meet every second Monday in the month in Faringdon Library,
Gloucester Street, from 10.30 to 12ish. If you’d like to join us just come
along. There’s no need to book in advance. If you’ve any questions or would
just like to know more, email me or ring:
Patrick Wheare (01367 241 927 or patandeve@wheare.me).
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MILITARY HISTORY
The Military History Group normally meets on the first Thursday of the
month and we consider an eclectic range of topics. Of necessity our meetings
have been on Zoom over the lockdown but we are hoping to return to face-to
-face meetings in the autumn.
There will be no meeting in June as it coincides with the Jubilee so our next
meeting will on Zoom at 10.30am on Thursday 7th July 2022 when Mike
Sheil will be talking about Verdun, one of the defining engagements of
World War One.

There is no meeting in August but in September Alison Thomson will be
talking about the Royal Navy. A highlight will be in October when Robbie
Burns will be talking about the Falklands War. Robbie was a veteran of the
war and has published a memoir of his experiences called “Belonging to
Troop 2”.
If you wish to join us, please contact Bjorn Watson at:
bjornwatson@btinternet.com to be included in the Zoom meeting or
on 01793 782 748.

MUSIC APPRECIATION
Music Appreciation

This group – established in the very early days of our U3A is currently in
abeyance – for technical and copyright reasons we are not able to use Zoom
for meetings, but we feel that the time is almost right to start meeting in the
library as we used to do. The format of the meeting is quite simple – one of
the group plays and talks about a selection of music that they think might be
of interest and this usually provokes comments and questions. There are no
boundaries – the original themes were classical but we have also listened to
Jazz, Big Bands and Blues.
At the beginning of the Pandemic we were already short of members and
numbers have been further reduced in the last eighteen months. We would
very much like to start up again but we will need new blood – so if any new
members enjoy listening to, and learning about music and would like to
know more about the group please contact Ian on 01793 782836 or at
ian.clarkson@gmail.com

PLAY READING
We meet on a Wednesday morning about once a month to read through a
play. No acting required! We would welcome new members. If you are interested please contact Mary Love on 01367 710 754 or
maryvivienlove@yahoo.com
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PHOTOGRAPHY
Learning more about photography to produce better images
The Photographic group has continued to meet over the past months, although the programme has had to be adapted.
May is Speed photography month with a Briefing meeting on 11 May 2022
and then separate expeditions to various locations when speed activities can
be photographed including possibly Prescott hill climb, Stanlake Arena,
Castle Combe Circuit, Oxford SC (Farmoor), Blenheim Horse Trials, Faringdon Skateboard Park.
June will be a Photographic Expedition to Shaftesbury and Sturminster Mill,
Dorset, and Old Wardour Castle ‘Ancient landscape monuments’ with an end
of year photo competition and photo review, including selecting ‘annual
photos’ in July.

If you are interested in photography and would like to join the group discussions, please do get in touch.
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at
2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon;
Tel: 01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net ).
Do come along if you are interested in learning more about how to produce
better images.

RAMBLERS
Any lapsed, or potentially new members of the Ramblers’ Groups, interested
in joining a new, medium-level Walkers’ Group, are invited to contact Mike
Griffiths - 01367 242714 - michael@ukfsn.org - to discuss options.

RECORDER CONSORT
The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere on
instruments ranging from sopranino to great bass, which allows access to a
wide range of music. We usually meet in the afternoon of the third and last
Thursday of the month at 10 Leamington Drive, Faringdon, starting at
2.00pm. Sessions are of about two hours duration including a break for refreshments. The Recorder Consort’s two-year sabbatical ended when it met
in March for the first time since February 2020. It was pleasing to note that
our playing skills – such as they are! – had not deserted us during our lay-off
and we made a (generally) tuneful sound…….For more information contact
Peter Smith (01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com)
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QUIZ
Do you like to find out all sorts of interesting facts and maybe tell us some
more. Our quizzes are very varied (different quizmasters) and we try not to
have too many about celebrities! small charge of £2 to cover rental and refreshments new date is usually the 1st Friday in the month and the next dates
will be
June 10th (later because of Jubilee)
July 8th
Break in August
Contact Sylvia Bowley for details:
01367 241 296 or email sylkenbow@talktalk.net

POETRY
The place we meet,
The poetry group,
Is in the library,
Which is full of books;
Books on war and peace,
Books on love and poetry,
Books on how to save the planet,
There are even books on poetry.
We sit in a circle showing,
Share and share alike’s the rule.
Showing we’re all equals,
Experts and a Scottish fool.
We’ve Betjeman and Scott,
Ayers and Hardy, quite a lot.
Hughes, Dickenson both get a shot.
We visit London, Linden, Camelot.

Although we’re not all such a pretty
sight,
Our ears are filled up with delight
When poems we love are shared,
And poet’s lives and loves we savour
To give their works some added flavour.
It’s really quite a cosy group
That meets at half past ten,
Each month’s first Monday morning,
In the place where books abound,
Rain, or shine, or snowy warning

Theme for June is Birthdays; July is Leisure; August is Trauma; and September will be Foreign Places.
Contact Dave Dalton at sullatoberdaltton@gmail.com 01367 241874
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Tuesday 7th June: Visit to Whites of Appleford - Bell Restorers and Hangers.
Tuesday 5th July: Talk entitled " Two Jet Engine Failures - Disaster to Regulation" by Richard Corran.
August: No meeting.
Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363
Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com or from the website.

SCRABBLE
Social Scrabble (very social Scrabble!) is now held every Tuesday morning
from 9.30am until +/-11.30am at the Pump House Project Cake Cafe in Swan
Lane, Faringdon, opposite the Royal Mail depot.
No entry fee or other charges other than an optional £1 for a large hot drink
and another £1, if you are peckish, for delicious home-baked cakes, scones,
biscuits etc. Good company, nice refreshments and fun games suitable for
most levels of skill.
Further details from Dusty Miller 01367 240 397 or 07780 210 543

SCRAPBOOKING
The Scrapbooking group continues to thrive and all are producing beautiful
and original pieces. We make the albums and then look at innovative ways
to display our photographs. A few in the group have an interest in family
history and have found that this is a wonderful way to showcase their research. We meet once a month on the first Tuesday of the month and since
November, at the Viscount Barrington Memorial Hall. Feel free to visit and
see if this is something you would enjoy.
Sue Horton (alice_maud@yahoo.com) or 07990 010 051

SPANISH - INTERMEDIATE
The Spanish group is delighted to be able to meet again face to face in each
other’s houses. We meet every Tuesday afternoon but the group is in fact at
maximum numbers for the moment. However, if anyone wishes to start a
new/beginners Spanish Group we have quite a few resources belonging to the
U3A: books, DVDs etc., which could be used. Please contact Carolyn Taylor if this would be of interest. carolyn.taylor2@tiscali.co.uk or 01367 242
490
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STUDY MORNINGS
These have run for few months, on a variety of topics, but are now taking a
Summer Break. We shall be back again in the Autumn.

THAMES VALLEY NETWORK
NEWS
Greetings from the most recent TVN Meeting. In no special order:

•

The "40th anniversary u3a Quilt" is nearing completion (with three
squares from Witney branch). When completed, it will be held at the Witney Blanket Museum and be available for loans to any u3a wanting to display it as part of an event. The unveiling will be on 8th August
2022. Apparently, it is amazing.

•

The Beacon I system continues to improve (the 500th u3a joined last
month, Headington) and will continue to be worked on. It was mentioned
that although the Third Age Trust uses Beacon as well, it has no access to
individual u3a data - this was in connection to the scandal of the Post Office having central access to sub-post office accounts. For the anoraks out
there, all the £80k spent on Beacon II - to no useful effect whatsoever - has
been fully recovered.

•

The new Chair of TVN is Fay Sinai, hugely experienced in TVN matters; Susie Berry continues in charge of the TVN Events team, while also
chairing the Southeast Region.

•

Sadly, verbal abuse over the phone continues to be a feature of life at
central office. We are asked to desist…
As Covid becomes a more manageable part of everyday life, TVN events
will reduce from one a week, in part to encourage the fullest return to local
u3a operations.p.foot47@gmail.com.
All information can be accessed via
http://u3atvnetwork.org.uk.
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Photographs courtesy of Faringdon and District U3A Photography Group

