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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

There have been several events this summer, and more are promised. 
 
At the end of June, Group Leaders met with fairly recently-joined members 
for an open-air coffee morning. We were pleased to welcome several new 
members, and several of the group leaders were delighted that more people 
wanted to join their groups. It rained! But we stayed dry as there was a mar-
quee in place. 
Then in August we had our Annual Summer Shared 
Lunch, which was well attended and enjoyed by every-
one. With entertainment by the Ukulele group, good 
food, good wine and good company, what was there not 
to like. 
 
We held a Beginners Ukulele Workshop in August, and 
will run another after the Open Day if there is enough 
demand.  
 
Various groups have had day trips, and the Wine Appreciation group had a 
trip lasting considerably more than a mere day!  
 
We are pleased to report that the Lunch Club is now well subscribed to and 
functioning well, as is the Ramblers Group, which has a new leader. 
Your help is needed! The committee will be doing quite a bit of advertising 
during the next few weeks, in order to publicise our organisation to potential 
new members. Early in September, you will receive an email with several 
posters attached. These come in various sizes, and we ask that, if you have a 
printer, you select one (or more) to print out and display. There will be A4 
size for your window or gate post, shop windows, village noticeboards, 
wherever there’s a space!  Plus A5 size for your car’s side windows, and a 
large A3 to stick together if you have a large enough space. There are also 
some small handouts, to print and distribute as much as you can. You are not 
expected to print them all, just choose a size that suits you.  
Also, they come in black print, or black and blue print. If you can manage 
light yellow paper so much the better, but white paper is absolutely fine. The 
choice is yours, but please try to do your bit for our publicity. So, choose 
your size of paper, colour of print, and colour of your paper. If you have no 
printer not to worry, but maybe you can ask a friend to do it.  
Then, later in the month, you will receive another version, specifically adver-
tising the Open Morning in October, and you are asked to repeat the proce-
dure with a different poster!  
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Apart from this, look out for our market stall, and a window display in Boots 
the Chemist.  
 
We look forward to our Open Day in October, when, again, groups will have 
displays to let everyone know what we have on offer. This is not just for new 
members, but also for you, however long you have been a member, to come 
in and see what you have been missing.  
 
Several of our groups struggled during the pandemic, and during the sum-
mer, several have taken a summer break, so now is the time to get things up 
and running again.  
 
I would like to see a few more groups starting, but of course these will need 
leaders. Maybe Strollers and Striders could start up again? I would like to 
see further language groups (the popular French and Spanish groups are lim-
ited by the size of the sitting room in which they meet), and also perhaps 
Craft, Quilting or some other form of needlecraft. If you feel you could offer 
to lead one of these groups, or some other, please don’t hesitate to contact 
the groups secretary, Neal Cotton. 
 
The committee is hoping to co-opt another member, someone who would 
take on the post of Vice-chairman, with a view to becoming Chairman ‘ere 
long. If this appeals to you, please let me know.  
September sees the return of the Zoomed Study Mornings; a presentation on 
a different topic each month, be it history, history of art, science, current af-
fairs … 
The Programme Secretary has lined up an interesting talk for each month’s 
general meeting and the group leaders continue to work hard to ensure that 
the groups run well. Thank you to all of them. 
So, enjoy what’s left of this wonderful summer. 
Jenny Braithwaite   chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk  

Important Notice: 
 

Hello U3A 
The library will be closed for refurbishment from Monday 5th September to 
November 2022. 
All existing loans will be extended and no fines will be incurred during the 
closure. 
With thanks, Sheena 

Please also check with your group leader if you  
usually meet in the Library.  
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Meetings Calendar Autumn 2022 
Our main meeting is held at 2.30 pm in Faringdon Corn Exchange on the 
second Thursday of the month. Meetings begin with a warm welcome from 
our Chairman, Jenny Braithwaite and any notices from the groups. The talk, 
from a visiting speaker then follows. After the talk there are free refresh-
ments and a chance to talk to Group Leaders and socialise.  
If you would like to give a talk to our members or you have heard of a good 
speaker, do please contact me. I am always on the lookout for new topics 
and interesting speakers.  
We look forward to seeing you in the Corn Exchange. 
Shela Rowan 
 
Thursday 8th September 2022 
Our speaker for this month was originally looking forward to visiting Faring-
don u3a in April but unfortunately had to cancel. However, we are very glad 
that Gordon has agreed to speak this month. Gordon Rogers will give a talk 
entitled, ‘Winston Churchill’s Toyshop’. Gordon discovered that the premis-
es near his home in Buckinghamshire were the UK’s premier weapons     
experimental station in WW2. When becoming Prime Minister, Churchill 
knew of the massive War Office red tape; to by-pass this he appointed   
himself Minister of Defence and created just one, Department MD1, located 
in Whitchurch, just north of Aylesbury. Gordon has carried out a lot of     
research to ensure that he knows as much of the facts around this topic as 
is possible. He has asked various TV channels to make a documentary and 
so far, the Discovery Channel has made a short TV documentary. This is an 
interesting talk and Gordon is a most entertaining speaker.  
 

Thursday 13th October 2022 
Martin Lloyd, is our speaker for October and the title of his talk is, 
‘Becoming a Famous Author’. Many of you will remember that Martin 
spoke to our u3a before in May 2018 and is back by popular demand! As 
well as being an accomplished speaker at events across the country, Martin 
has published more than ten books on a variety of topics including the         
history of passports, the twin delights of sun and breakfast in Spain and a 
blockbusting best seller based in France. In this talk he will, step by step  
expose what he had to do to get his first book published. Prepare to be 
shocked, amazed and amused! 
 

2 
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Thursday 10th November 2022  
This month we are looking back to 1982 and the Falklands War. Robbie 
Burns, is our speaker and his talk entitled, Belonging to 2 Troop Falklands, 
which is also the title of his book. He lives in Faringdon and he led a troop of 
combat engineers during the campaign in 1982. His book documents his 
memories and those of former colleagues and their families which he refers 
to during the talk. His book also includes discussions with Veterans of the 
Falklands War who are still struggling to come to terms with their experi-
ences 40 years after the conflict. He will talk about his experiences from 
first-hand and give some background information. 
He was featured on BBC News back in April on the 40th anniversary of the 
Falklands War. 
 
Thursday 8th December 2022  
Our speaker this month, Anne-Marie Prestidge is a new member of our u3a 
and previously was a listening volunteer with the Samaritans for 18 years. 
Her talk will cover how and why the Reverend Chad Varah founded the   
organisation in 1953 and how it has evolved into the 24/7 service it is today.  
It is a common misconception that the Samaritans was set up only to      
support people that had decided to end their lives prematurely. The        
Samaritans is much more than this, and Anne-Marie will present some     
surprising statistics relating to the demographics of the incidents of suicide 
and the reasons why people reach the point where they think that this is 
their only option. She will also discuss what it takes to become a volunteer, 
the personal  qualities that a potential volunteer should possess and how 
they are trained to uphold the ethos of the organisation. Certainly, an  
interesting topic. 

Member’s News 

We welcome 8 new members: 
From Faringdon:  Anne Gough, Jane Matthews 
From Lechlade:  Keith and Sharon Fuller, Margaret Lloyd 
From Stanford in the Vale: Lesley Fraser 
From Wantage: Clare Summer 
From Watchfield:  Victoria Krzus 
We also welcome back Shaena Whitney from Faringdon 
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Meeting - Thursday 9th June 2022 

 “The Amazing Honey Bee”  

Richard Rickitt 

ACTIVITIES REPORTS 

Todays talk  by Richard Rickitt 
on The Amazing Honey bee 
was nothing short of remarka-
ble.  Richard keeps his hives at 
Westonbirt Arboretum. He is 
also Co-editor of the Bee Craft 
Magazine. 
THE ANATOMY:  The body of the 
honey bee is divided into 3 sections:  
The head features eyes, antennae, 
mandibles and a very functional, yet 
tiny brain. The thorax is the base for 
the legs and the wings. The abdo-
men contains the stinger, wax glands 
and reproductive organs. Together, 
these form the exoskeleton  of the 
honeybee. An “external skeleton”. 
This is largely covered in a layer of 
hair to aid the bee in gathering pollen 
and regulating its body temperature. 
The Honey Bee eye has 5 sets of 
lenses; two can be programmed to 
detect colour; three on top of the 
head look up to receive light so even 
on a cloudy day they can detect 
where the sun is and thereby find 
their way around. 
The beak or mandible of the worker 
bee differs from the queen and her 
drones. They have pointed mandibles 
to aid in cutting and biting, but work-

er bee’s mandibles are 
smooth to aid the production 
of wax. The proboscis is an-
other name for the bee’s 
tongue. Similar to the human 
tongue it is soft and can be 

extended. Relative to the size of the 
average honey bee, the proboscis is 
long, a result of evolution helping 
the bee to reach the centre of a 
flower to collect nectar. The probos-
cis is also used to clean their 3million 
hairs or to groom one another,     
especially the queen. 
SOME BEE FACTS :  12million years 
ago ancient man collected bees for 
their honey. Ancient Egypt wor-
shipped bees although the hiero-
glyphs that one sees in Egyptian 
scrolls means the giver of life, birth, 
death and resurrection.  Egyptians 
took bees on barges down the Nile 
to pollinate crops.  In the mid-1800 
bees on the Isle of Wight began to 
die from a disease which is now 
called The Isle of Wight disease. The 
ancestors of our current honey bee 
were imported from Italy. Bees are 
not native to America. Mayflower 
pilgrims first took honey bees to the 
USA. Bee Keeping became a Gentle-
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man’s hobby in Victorian times and 
much earlier homes 
were built with exterior  
alcoves in which to place 
basket bee hives. 
Lorenzo Langstroth (1800) is known 
as The Father of Bee Keeping as he 
developed the present popular hives 
known as Langstroth Hives, patented 
in 1870.  After much research the 
frames in all hives have an 8mm gap 
otherwise the bees fill spaces with 
propolis or wax.  Propolis is a glue 
secreted by the bees, used to seal 
gaps and to line the queen’s area to 
lay eggs.  Egyptian mummies were 
coated in Propolis.  The present di-
mensions of a hive are based on the 
dimensions of a champagne 
case – thanks to Lorenzo Lang-
stroth. 
A typical hive contains 50-
60,000 bees.  The Workers are 
all ladies and at 2 weeks old 
they are cleaners and undertak-
ers; at 3 weeks old they obtain 
a sting with poison and gravi-
tate to the hive entrance where 
they begin to fly a bit further each 
outing until they reach a 5 mile cir-
cumference.  They spend 3 weeks in 
the environment foraging for pollen 
and die around 6 weeks old.   
The Drone’s only job is to mate with 
the Queen; his sexual organ is a “use 
once” device! After the drone mates 
his sexual organs are ripped from 
him, causing his death. 

The Queen’s abdomen features the 
spermatheca, used to store sperm 
collected during her mating flights. 
When laying, she fertilizes eggs. The 
ovaries of the queen will mature and 
begin producing eggs between 1-2 
weeks. She will continue to lay eggs 
for 4-5 years until her death.  All Bee 
Keepers mark their Queen’s with a 
colour to identify them easily . Each 
year is a different colour so the age 
can be ascertained if they are sold. 
The cells in a hive have to be exactly 
5.2mm across for a female egg to be 
laid and larger cells hold male eggs 
and are unfertilised. The cells are 
then capped off. From egg to adult 
bee takes 21 days.  

A scout bee has an inbuilt clock 
to be able to find flowers and 
once they find a great source of 
nectar, they perform a dance 
back at the hive to tell other 
bees where to find the flowers. 
The dance shows the direction of 
the flowers relative to the sun. 
The bees automatically adjust 
the dance according to the 

changing position of the sun in the 
sky. 
We also learned a worrying fact re-
garding Chinese sacbrood disease 
(CSD), a viral disease in honeybees in 
China caused by sacbrood virus (SBV) 
SBV is characterised by its ability to 
spread rapidly and widely therefore 
we should always buy local or  
European honey.    
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Meeting - 14th July 2022  

 “Glorious Coloured Gemstones” 

Helen Plumb 

Our speaker today was 
Helen Plumb owner of 
Little Gems, the old 
Post Office shop, 
Winchcombe, Glouces-
ter. After listening to 
the talk it is well worth 
a visit . Winchcombe is 
also home to a piece of the famous 
meteorite that fell on Gloucester-
shire in February 2021.   
Helen studied Geological Science at 
Durham University and began her 
career as an oil exploration geolo-
gist for BP prospecting for oil 
around the world but her passion 
was always sparkly stones – even to 
the extent of prizing stones out of 
her mother’s costume jewellery at 
the age of five. 
In 2011 when Helen opened her 
shop she sold gemstones to a value 
of £375,000 and today has a thriv-
ing and successful business.   Dur-
ing the last 12 months the value of 
stones has increased by 25%.  Buy-
ing a gemstone is a good invest-
ment;  there is no import duty;  
they also fall below the radar of the 
taxman.   
Gemstones should never be identi-
fied by their colour as all gems 
come in a variety of colours.  5,000 

different minerals make 
up rocks;  all minerals 
can be gemstones, but 
not all gemstones can 
be minerals. Also, rocks 
are comprised of miner-
als, but minerals are 
not comprised of rocks. 

A rock is an inorganic, solid, and natu-
ral substance without any specific 
atomic structure or chemical compo-
sition.  Gemstones are measured in 
carats and prices per carat – a termi-
nology chosen by the Romans when 
pearls were the most precious gem-
stone.  0.2 of a gram is equal to 1 Car-
at. 
The price of any gemstone is affected 
by the inclusions detected in the 
stone and its not true that the darker 
the sapphire the better the stone, in 
fact, the best sapphires are a rich roy-
al blue like the brooch often worn by 
the queen.   
The price reduces if the 
stone is lighter or darker. 
Amethysts fade in ultra 
violet light.  The most 
expensive and prized col-
our of a sapphire is a peachy pink.   
Any stone softer than quartz should 
not be used in a ring as it will chip.  
Tanzanite should never be worn in a 
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ring and because of its popular col-
our has increased heavily in profit 
despite the wholesale cost of this 
gemstone being low.   
Diamonds have retained their value 
due to their rarity; less than 5% of 
gem quality diamonds weigh more 
than 1Carat after being cut and pol-
ished.  We learned that the presen-
tation boxes of hot diamonds, sold 
today in chain stores, probably cost 
more than their contents.  Red, Pink 
and Blue diamonds are the most 
expensive and the most rare.  

The Chinese population has an insa-
tiable appetite for Jade – the best 

being a bright 
translucent 
green.   

 

 

The most rare rubies are found in 
Burma but since the military lock 
down trade in rubies has ceased.   

Today’s market has allowed for more 
exotic designs and colours of jewel-
lery, often including a Spinel, to be 
created due to computer aided de-
sign.   Spinel is a mineral that owes its 
beautiful colour to chromium, much 
like rubies and emeralds do. It has a 
hardness of 8 on the Mohs hardness 
scale (diamond has a hardness of 10). 
Spinel is seen in a 
wide range of col-
ours: red, laven-
der, violet, blue, 
green, brown, 
black. 
 Helen also recom-
mended we watch 
a wonderful documentary about The 
Crown Jewels presented by Clive 
Mairi.  (BBC iPlayer) 

COVID GUIDELINES 
 

Mindful of the continuing need for all Members to keep themselves and 
others safe, and protected from Covid-19, your Committee expect and 
trust that all those wishing to attend any General or Group meetings -  
either in Public buildings (Corn Exchange, Sheldonian, Town Hall, etc.) or in 
Group Leaders’ private homes - will ensure that they are vaccinated to the 
recommended level. This is currently three vaccinations, and in some cases 
soon to be - or already - four jabs, including Boosters. 
 
However, irrespective of the number of vaccinations received, in the event 
of feeling unwell, please do not attend meetings. 
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FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A COMMITTEE 2021/22 
Jenny  

Braithwaite 

Chairman 01367 240 929 

chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Rita  
Higazi 

Events and  
Venue Team 

01367 244 494 

ritahigazi@hotmail.com 

Peter  

Robinson 
Events and  

Venue Team 
01367 718 566 

peterrobinsonnew@aol.com 

Neal  
Cotton 

Groups  
Co-ordinator 

01367  252 495 
91gometz@gmail.com 

Ricky 

Cunningham 

IT/Website  
Coordinator 

01367 242 626 

 itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Carol 

Jones 

Membership  
Secretary 

07955 443 529 

membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Sue  

Cain 

Newsletter  

Editor 

07731675729  
newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Tessa 
Timms 

Programme 
Team/Newsletter 

01367 358 613 

newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Roger 
Wilkins 

Secretary 

  

01793 782 498 
rogatmidfield@aol.com 

Shela  
Rowan 

Speakers  
Coordinator 

01367 243 636 

smr280652@gmail.com 

Nigel  
Wilkinson 

Treasurer   

Peter  
Foot 

Thames Valley 
Representative 

01367 358 046 
p.foot47@gmail.com 

Alison  
Thomson 

Vice Chairman/
Publicity 

01367 241 204 

amthomson5491@yahoo.co.uk 

Deadline for the Winter Newsletter  
 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc to the  
Editor: newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

by Wednesday 9th November 2022 
The Autumn Newsletter will cover December, January and February. 

It will be posted to all members in early December. 

mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk
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Annual Open Day 
Thursday 6th October 2022 

 

Our Annual Open Day will be held in the Corn Exchange on Thursday 6th 
October 10:00 - 12:00.  
 
The event is intended to attract new members and to also allow existing 
members to learn something of Groups they are not familiar with and 
which they might consider joining.  
 
Come along and have a browse round the many stands, chat with Group 
Leaders and see if anything takes your fancy.  
 
If you know someone who is contemplating joining Faringdon and District 

U3A, encourage them to come along to our Open Day – they’ll be made 

very welcome. Refreshments will be available. 

What new groups would you like to see? 
 

The following new Groups have been suggested: 
Chess   Rummikubs  Singing  Birding 

 

However, there can be no groups without leaders, so maybe you could lead 
a group? 
If you would like to talk about it, or have another group in mind that you 
would be willing to lead, please contact Neal Cotton 91gometz@gmail.com 

Re-Launch of Groups 
If you are interested in joining the following groups please contact Tessa 
Timms on 01367 358613 who is trying to re launch both.  

 An invitation to regenerate the Opera Group that Anthony Burdall so 
successfully coordinated in the past. If anyone is interested in  

            enjoying opera again or for the first time please contact Tessa. 

 Is anybody interested in joining a Sewing Group to share techniques, 
skills and knowledge? Please contact Tessa. 
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Faringdon Interest Groups  

Accessible Ukuleles Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240929 

Art Sally Bull 07808 136919 

Ashmolean Shela Rowan 01367 243636 

Books Kay Chamberlain 01367 242647 

Bridge Beginners Jill Ridley 07262 626188 

Bridge - intermediate/adv. Steve Braithwaite 07740 306055 

Cryptic Crosswords Peter Smith 01367 241241 

Current Affairs Sheila Giles 01367 870265 

Embroidery Suellen Pedley 01367 710680 

Family History -Experienced Ian Clarkson 01793 782836 

Folk Dancing Val Hudspeth 01367 241035 

Foreign Language Films Robin Stewart 01367 241295 

French Advanced Carolyn Williams 01367 241208 

French Conversation Francoise Stacey 01367 241813 

Gardeners Christina Field 01367 241265 

Golf Croquet Steve Braithwaite 01367 240929 

History Mike Iremonger 01367 241361 

History of Art Sue Thrower 01367 240848 

Italian Improvers Marion Turner 01793 710302 

Jazz Patrick Wheare 01367 241927 

Luncheon Group Tessa Timms 01367 358613 

Military history Bjorn Watson 01793 782748 

Music Appreciation Ian Clarkson 01793 782836 

Opera by DVD Tessa Timms 01367 358 613 

Photography Antony Burdall 01367 710754 

Play Reading Mary Love 01367 241874 

Poetry Dave Dalton 01367 241296 

Quiz Sylvia Bowley 01367 241241 

Ramblers Mike Griffiths 01367 242714 

Recorder Consort Group Peter Smith 01793 782363 

Science & Technology Ron Colyer 01367 240397 

Scrabble Dusty Miller 07990 010051 

Scrapbooking Sue Horton 01367 242490 

Spanish Intermediate Carolyn Taylor 01367 241813 

Ukulele Beginners Workshop Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240929 

Wine Appreciation David Burn 01367 718566 

Zoomed Study Mornings Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240929 
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Accessible Ukuleles 

We continue to meet every Tuesday at 10.30am. Usually it is held in my 
garden at 19 Coxwell Road, but sometimes in someone else’s. We’d  
probably win no prizes in a music festival, but it is great fun and we are a 
friendly group. If you can play already, please do join us. 
 
If you cannot play but would like to, please do come to one of our work-
shops aimed specifically for beginners. If you have not got a uke already,  
we can lend you one. 
 
When it gets too cold, we shall move into the Quaker Meeting House, but 
we hope to be open air (we have cover!) until November. 
Please get in touch. Jenny, 01367 240929 
 

 
 

Notes for Members 

If you have any questions about groups please contact the Groups Co-ordinator 
Neal Cotton: 01367 252495 or 91gometz@gmail.com  
 
Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of groups is 
provided in the newsletter. 
Groups are open to all U3A members. Please check with the Group Leader 
beforehand about the level of the Group and whether it has room for new 
members.   
All U3A members are encouraged to start new interest groups; please contact the 
Groups Co-ordinator to discuss the idea, for a copy of “Guidelines for Interest 
Groups” and to check the proposed meeting day(s) and time(s). 
 
For members not familiar with Faringdon, GSCP stands for Gloucester Street Car 

Park, entered past the Library in Gloucester Street. 

NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 
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Art 
The group start our third term of 2022 on Thursday the 8th September and 
meet every second and fourth Thursday of the month thereafter, from 
10.30 until 12.30. 
Whilst the weather holds we plan to meet outside, but will move inside 
once it gets cold - location to be advised nearer the time.   
All welcome. 
Please contact Sally Bull 07808 136919 or sally.bull@talktalk.net 
  

Ashmolean  
The next visit to the Ashmolean Museum is on Thursday 1st September and 
our talk will be given by Jude Barrett, the coordinator of adult education and 
will focus upon the Egyptian Gallery. 
The following visits will be:   
  Thursday 6th October 
  Thursday 3rd November 
  Thursday 1st December 
The topic for each of these visits is still to be decided as there are fewer 
guides since the pandemic and so it’s not as easy to plan as far ahead as in 
previous years. 
The visits always take place on the first Thursday in the month. The meeting 
starts with the group gathering at 10.50 for 11am start in the Greek &   
Roman Sculpture Gallery of the Ashmolean, immediately to the left as you 
go in through the main entrance to the museum.  Each meeting lasts for one 
hour. There is a non-returnable fee of £8 per person attending, which is 
required at least a week before each visit. If for any reason members are 
unable to attend there will be no refund as we notify the museum in  
advance of our group numbers. 
There is no limit to the number of members in this group as if the number 
for a particular visit is high then there is a facility to offer two groups. This 
would be on the same day. New members are always welcome to attend 
and should email me for details.  Members usually travel to Oxford by bus. 
For further details: Shela Rowan 01367 243636 or smr280652@gmail.com 

 

Beginner’s Bridge 
A new class for beginners is starting in September.   No experience is  
necessary and everyone is welcome. The classes will take place in the  

mailto:smr280652@gmail.com
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Catholic Church Hall on the first and third Monday of the month.   
Dates for the Autumn are:   
  September 5th and 19th 
  October 3rd and 17th 
  November 7th and 21st  
  December 5th and 19th 
For further information please contact Jill Ridley 07262 626188 or Kim 
Townsend 07765 460174 
 

Intermediate and Experienced Bridge 
All Intermediate and Experienced lessons take place in Faringdon Catholic 
Church Hall (rear entrance from Portway behind Southampton Street car 
park) from 9.50am to 12 noon 
Intermediate  
Monday lesson is repeated on Wednesday, so you can decide which day to 
attend. 
   Mon Sep 12th       Wed Sep 14th  
  Mon Oct 10th       Wed Oct 12th  
  Mon Nov 14th      Wed Nov 16th   
Experienced 
  Wed Sep 28th  
  Wed Oct 26th  
  Wed Nov 30th  
There will be no lessons in December, but there will be a Christmas Party, 
date to be decided. 
For further details contact Steve Braithwaite: steve.bridge1@gmail.com or 
07740 306055 
 

  Cryptic Crosswords 
The focus of the meetings is a game involving the competitive solving of a 
cryptic crossword of ‘The Times’ or ‘Observer’ standard. We also run a 
monthly clue-writing competition, discuss matters of interest to  
cruciverbalists that have caught our eye during the month and occasionally 
compile our own crosswords. 
At our most recent meeting we trialled a new version of the solving game 
and plan to give it another test with a couple of modifications in the        
autumn.  
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If you would like to know more, contact the group leader, Peter Smith 
01367 241241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com 
   

Current Affairs 
Current Affairs will be reconvening in October.  At that meeting I will be 
asking the group to bring current items of interest to discuss either in the 
UK or globally.  At that meeting we shall decide what topics to discuss at our 
November and December meetings. 
We meet on the second Thursday of the month at Faringdon Library at 
10.30am.  We would love to welcome new members as our numbers are 
somewhat depleted since Covid. 
Sheila Giles 01367 870265 or sheilagiles333@gmail.com 
 

Embroidery 
The small group of embroiderers meet on the second Tuesday of each 
month from 2.00pm until 4.00pm in Stanford-in-the-Vale. The group have 
unbounded enthusiasm for their individual projects. New members will be 
very welcome, whether with previous experience of embroidery, or just 
wishing to learn this art form. For further information contact Suellen Ped-
ley 01367 710680 or suellenpedley@aol.com 

Family History 
After an extended summer break the Experienced Group now feels ready to 
return to face-to-face meetings. I have booked the Barber Rooms, behind 
All Saints Church, Faringdon, for a meeting on the morning Friday 30th Sep-
tember. I will contact members of the group at the beginning of September 
to confirm timings, costs and other details - parking, lifts, shuttle service etc. 
- and to ask for suggestions as to the content of our meeting. If there are 
new members who have done some family history research who would like 
to join us please let me know - contact details below - and I will add you to 
the mailing list. 
Ian Clarkson 01793 782836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com 

Folk Dancing  
We are a thriving group enjoying the light exercise and social interaction of 
folk dancing.   

mailto:sheilagiles333@gmail.com
mailto:suellenpedley@aol.com
mailto:ian.clarkson@gmail.com
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You are welcome to come and join us on the 1st Thursday of every month in 
the Catholic Hall from 2.30 until 4.00 p.m. 
1st September 6th October  3rd November  1st December  5th January 
Make notes of these dates in your diaries.  A warm welcome awaits. 
Contact: Val Hudspeth 01367 241035 or valhud@gmx.com 

 
Gardeners  

Thursday 15th September 2022 
Visit to the Cotswold Wildlife Park to see the gardens. Entry is £11.00 for a 
senior citizen. We can decide later whether we go before or after lunch. 
Please let me know if you are interested and whether you can give someone 
a lift. 
Thursday, 20th October 2022 
Visit not yet decided. 
Thursday 17th November 2022 
Visit to the Bampton Garden Centre to see their Christmas Displays. 
Please let me know if you are coming and whether or not you can give 
someone a lift. 
For further information contact Christina on 01367 241265 or  
christinafield04@aol.com 

Golf Croquet  
Provisional dates:   
Mon Sep 5th   Mon Sep 19th   Mon Oct 3rd  
Sessions are held at 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon, starting at 2pm.  
No previous experience required. 
For further details contact Steve Braithwaite on: steve.bridge1@gmail.com 
or 07740 306055 
  

History of Art 
All our meetings will now be in the Old Town Hall at 2.30pm. The dates for 
meeting are as follows: Thursday 15th September, Thursday 20th October, 
Thursday 17th November. The programme for the next few months is being 
finalised and details will be emailed to members. The first meeting will be 
an introduction to the group with an overview of our plans, followed by 
cake and tea. New members welcome.  
Please contact Sue Thrower on 01367 240848 or smthrower@tiscali.co.uk.  

mailto:smthrower@tiscali.co.uk
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Jazz 
Our next meeting will be in Sue Ison’s garden at Kingston Bagpuize on Mon-
day September 5 (a week earlier than usual). Thanks Sue for inviting us 
again. Then in October we’ll be back to normal dates, BUT meeting in the 
Old Town Hall on the second Monday of the month, 10th October at 
10.30am when our speaker will hopefully be the jazz man Denny Ilett.  The 
next meeting will be on Monday 7th November also in the Old Town Hall 
and hold our Christmas party in the Old Town Hall on Monday December 
12th.  I will send out email details for all these meetings nearer the time. 
We normally meet on the second Monday of every month in the Library, 
Gloucester Street, Faringdon, from 10.30 till about noon. We have tea/
coffee and lemon drizzle cake. We charge £1 a meeting to cover that and 
also to pay for the occasional visiting speaker. 
If you are interested email me, Patrick Wheare, at patwheare@gmail.com 
and I’ll put you on the Jazz Group mailing list, which means you’ll get email 
details of all our meetings about a week before they happen. Any queries 
ring me on 01367 241927 or email me as above. If you want to come to a 
meeting just turn up and make yourself known. There’s no need to give 
advance warning. 

Italian Improvers 
We are of a level something above beginners and trying to improve. We 
meet on roughly alternate Wednesdays at 10am.  Please phone Marion 
Turner on 01793 710302 if you are interested in coming. 
  

Luncheon Group 
We are a new group who meet on the third Wednesday of the month. We 
meet at the venue at 12.00 for 12.30.  We have 33 on our list and may split 
into two groups if more are interested.   
There have been two outings so far. Next dates are 21st Sept; 19th Oct and 
16th Nov. The December lunch will be discussed with the group.  
Further details from Tessa Timms on 01367 358613 or timmsrb@sky.com 
  

Military History 
The Military History Group normally meets on the first Thursday of the 
month and we consider an eclectic range of topics. Of necessity our 

mailto:patwheare@gmail.com
mailto:timmsrb@sky.com
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meetings have been on Zoom over the lockdown but we are hoping to re-
turn to face-to-face meetings in the autumn. 
In September Alison Thomson will be talking about the Royal Navy. 
A highlight will be in October when Robbie Burns will be talking about the 
Falklands War. Robbie was a veteran of the war and has published a memoir 
of his experiences called “Belonging to Troop 2”.  
If you wish to join us, please contact Bjorn Watson at: 
bjornwatson@btinternet.com to be included in the Zoom meeting or 01793 
782748. 
  

Photography 
Learning more about photography to produce better images 

 
The last meet of the Photographic Group, July 2022, was Photo Review and 
vote for the Photograph of the Year in two categories of (i) photograph 
taken as part of Group activity and (ii) photograph taken elsewhere. The 
winners were Phillip Parsons for a photograph from Prescott Hill Climb and 
Janet Parsons for Wells Cathedral. See front cover. 
A group programme for 2022-23 is being finalised and will be published on 
the U3A web site in due course. 
The first meeting of the new season, on 14th September, will be a Photo-
graphic Expedition: Salisbury Cathedral ‘Ancient architecture’. This will be 
followed in October with a Night Photography Month and then November 
will be a Photo review, including Speed photography (May 2022) plus dis-
cussion on ‘How to set your camera?’. 
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 
2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall. If you are interested in photog-
raphy and would like to join the group discussions, please do get in touch. 
01367 240713 or anthony.burdall@burdall.net 

Play Reading 
We meet on a Wednesday morning in a private house in Longcot about 
once a month to read through a play. No acting required! We would wel-
come new members. If you are interested please contact Mary Love on 
01367 710754 or maryvivienlove@yahoo.com  
 

mailto:anthony.burdall@burdall.net


20 

Poetry Group 
The U3A group meets on the first Monday of each month in the library, even 
when it is a public holiday.  
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 5th September but as the library 
will be closed from that day, if we meet, it will be in the Pump House in 
Swan Lane but confirmation of that will be sent to those on the mailing list. I 
will try to get it into the next newsletter and in the U3A meeting notices. 
The theme for September is Foreign Places, which should prove easier than 
August's Trauma.  
And aye, if Ms Sturgeon has her way, that will include Faringdon for me. 
For those who want to make contact or have questions, email Dave Dalton 
sullatoberdalton@gmail.com 

Quiz 
Quiz group - if you like to answer questions of all sorts and the quizmasters 
vary, then this is for you. We meet on the first Friday every month - 
September 2nd  October 7th   November 4th   December 2nd    
in the Old Town Hall at 10.30. Small charge for rental and tea/coffee.  
Contact Sylvia Bowley for details: 01367 241296 or sylkenbow@talktalk.net 

 
 Ramblers 

Any lapsed, or potentially new members of the Ramblers’ Groups, interest-
ed in joining a new, medium-level Walkers’ Group, are invited to contact 
Mike Griffiths - 01367 242714 or michael@ukfsn.org to discuss options. 
 

Recorder Consort 
We usually meet in the afternoons of the third and last Thursday of the 
month in Faringdon starting at 2.00pm. Sessions are about two hours dura-
tion and include a break for refreshments. 
The Consort plays interesting music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. 
Members play instruments ranging from sopranino to bass, which allows 
access to a wide range of music. Since we started in 2013, our playing has 
improved and we have performed in public on a number of occasions. In 
July four of us played at the Faringdon Peace Group Picnic Lunch.  
If you’d like to know more, contact the group leader, Peter Smith, on 01367 
241241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com 

mailto:sullatoberdalton@gmail.com
mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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Science & Technology 
On 7 June, members of the Science & Technology Group enjoyed an excel-
lent tour of Whites of Appleton - one of very few church bell hanging and 
restoration companies in England. Bell tuner, Mark Walker (blue jumper on 
left) is seen explaining how this historic craft industry operates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Autumn programme for the Science and Technology Group is as  
follows: 
6th September - Visit to Step Organic Farm, near Faringdon 
4th October - Talk entitled " Bombs, Blast and Buildings" by Peter Smith 
November meeting yet to be arranged. 
Meetings are normally on the first Tuesday of the month (except August) 
and start at 1430 at a venue indicated nearer the time. 
Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782363  
roncolyersandt@gmail.com or from the website. 

Scrabble 
Social Scrabble (very social Scrabble!) is now held every Tuesday morning 
from 9.30am until +/-11.30am at the Pump House Project Cake Cafe in 
Swan Lane, Faringdon, opposite the Royal Mail depot. 
No entry fee or other charges other than an optional £1 for a large hot drink 
and another £1, if you are peckish, for delicious home-baked cakes, scones, 
biscuits etc. Good company, nice refreshments and fun games suitable for 
most levels of skill. 
Further details from Dusty Miller 01367 240 397 or 07780 210543 
 

 

mailto:roncolyersandt@gmail.com
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Scrapbooking  
The Scrapbooking group continues to thrive and all are producing beautiful 
and original pieces.  We make the albums and then look at innovative ways 
to display our photographs in them.  A few in the group have an interest in 
family history and have found that this is a wonderful way to showcase their  
research.   We meet once a month on the first Tuesday of the month at the 
Viscount Barrington Memorial Hall.  Next Meeting is 6th September.  Feel 
free to visit and see if this is something you would enjoy.    
Please contact Sue Horton on 07990 010051 or alice_maud@yahoo.com  
  

Spanish - Intermediate 
The Spanish group is delighted to be able to meet again face to face in each 
other’s houses. The group is having a summer break until October 4th, 
when we will begin to meet again every Tuesday. The group is full at  
present but if anyone wishes to learn more about our activities or be put on 
a waiting list, please contact Carolyn Taylor on 01367 242490  
or carolyn.taylor2@tiscali.co.uk  
 
  

  Wine Appreciation Group 
Trip to France 20 – 24 June - see back page 

18th October - Food & Wine Match II. Our own chefs will serve half a dozen 
further ‘problem’ foods for us to determine our personal best wine match-
es. Places will have to be limited so watch out for the mid-Sept invitation 
email. 
9th  December NB New date for our Festive Lunch, to be held in the  
commodious Corn Exchange. 
 
New members 
The Wine Appreciation Group is an unstuffy collection of people who want 
to learn about and compare wines that will help us choose the best – 
whether for a daily glass, a dinner party or what to choose when eating out. 
We aim to meet every two months in Faringdon or nearby. All u3a members 
are welcome and there’s no annual subscription, just a charge for each 
event you come to. More details on our web page. 
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Zoomed Study Mornings 
These presentations run in the autumn and winter only, so are re-starting 
again for the season. Last year saw a series of really interesting presenta-
tions on a variety of topics. You do not need to come to all as each stands 
on its own, but once you have been to one, you may find you are hooked! 
They take place on the last Friday in the month at 10.30am.  
Our programme is:  
Friday 30th September: The Pre-Raphaelites  
Speaker Mike Iremonger 
Friday 28th October: Joan of Arc and the Hundred Tears War   
Speaker Bjorn Watson 
Friday 25th November: A History of Art presentation on Albrecht Dürer 
Speaker Janis Chatfield 
Please email: jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk  

Thames Valley Network  
Events for September - December 2022 

September 2022 

Friday 16th    Autumn Quiz, Questions set by Avis 
Wednesday 21st Botanical Art 
 
October 2022 
Tuesday 4th    The Battle of Agincourt. A talk by Patsy Thornton 
Thursday 13th   Life in the Stone Age. A talk by Jill Eyers 
 
November 2022 
Wednesday 16th  The Civil War in Wallingford and Chalgrove 
Wednesday 30th Namibia, A talk by Fay Sinai 
 
December 2022 
Friday 9th    Christmas Quiz, Questions set by Avis 
 

Our TVN Rep, Peter Foot p.foot47@gmail.com, will send booking details for 
each of these events as soon as details are released.   
However, the TVN website, http://u3atvnetwork.org.uk, is always available 
for information. 

mailto:p.foot47@gmail.com
http://u3atvnetwork.org.uk
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Wine Appreciation Group Trip to France 20 – 24 June 
 

Our tasting tour to the Champagne, Burgundy and Chablis regions in June went 
remarkably well with in-depth visits to some of the world’s best-known vineyards. 
The 25 of us enjoyed learning much about the crucial importance of the land itself 
when determining whether a bottle of wine was worth £5, £50 or over £250. And 
our taste buds were put to the test with up to seven different Pinot Noirs to sa-
vour at 10.00 AM! Many made good use of the opportunity to buy direct from the 
vineyards. And we all agreed that the social side was a real success.  
 

 

Photographer: Julia Burn 
At Domaine Olivier Leflaive for tour of Puligny-Montrachet vineyards.  

(M. Leflaive red trousers right of picture) 
 

 
Photographer: Angela Bathe. 

Lunch at L’Estaminet de Corton en route to Château de Savigny-lès-Beaune. 


