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MEETINGS CALENDAR 

Our main meeting is held at 2.30 pm in Faringdon Corn Exchange on the second 
Thursday of the month. Meetings begin with a warm welcome from our Chairman, 
Jenny Braithwaite and any notices from the groups. The talk, from a visiting speaker 
then follows. After the talk there are free refreshments and a chance to talk to Group 
Leaders and socialise.  
If you would like to give a talk to our members or you have heard of a good speaker, 
do please contact me. I am always on the look-out for new topics and interesting 
speakers.  
We look forward to seeing you in the Corn Exchange. 
Shela Rowan 
 

Thursday 8th December 2022 :  Our speaker this month, Anne-Marie Prestidge is 
a new member of our u3a and previously was a listening volunteer with the Samari-
tans for 18 years. Her talk will cover how and why the Reverend Chad Varah found-
ed the organisation in 1953 and how it has evolved into the 24/7 service it is today.  
It is a common misconception that the Samaritans was set up only to support people 
that had decided to end their lives prematurely. The Samaritans is much more than 
this, and Anne-Marie will present some surprising statistics relating to the de-
mographics of the incidents of suicide and the reasons why people reach the point 
where they think that this is their only option. 
She will also discuss what it takes to become a volunteer, the personal qualities that 
a potential volunteer should possess and how they are trained to uphold the ethos of 
the organisation. Certainly, an interesting topic. 
Thursday 12th January 2023 :  Our annual after Christmas and New Year celebrato-
ry meal, January Japes. 
Thursday 9th February 2023 :  Chris Taylor is our speaker this month and his talk 
is entitled, Being a Test Pilot. Having wanted to be a pilot for as long as he can re-
member, Chris Taylor gained his private pilot’s licence at the age of seventeen.  He 
joined the Royal Navy whilst studying for a degree in Electrical Engineering and after 
serving as a Navigation Officer on numerous ships. This talk attempts to draw on the 
experiences of Chris’ career and to explain why test pilots are necessary, how they 
go about their jobs and how they make aircraft safer for us all to fly in as a result. The 
comprehensively illustrated talk is deliberately light- hearted and humorous with only 
enough technical information to be able to understand the particular story being de-
scribed.  
Chris has written a book which will be available to buy and he will be happy to sign 
copies of his book which might make a good present for someone! 
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Thursday 9th March 2023:  A rather unusual title has been given to this month’s talk, 
Cloth from Thread, Curd from Milk and Ring of Gold which was scheduled for 
September 2020. The talk will consider three ways of looking at the world. David 
Lacey, is the speaker and he intends to examine the thinking framework which we 
use to interpret the facts. He considers that they are the glasses through which we 
see the world and hopes to open our eyes to seeing the world afresh. This will cer-
tainly be rather different from many of our talks which are mainly about facts and 
unfamiliar life situations 
Thursday 13th April 2023 :  We all enjoy a good mystery and this month we wel-
come Lynda Warren who will talk about Agatha Christie, her life, her books and 
characters including her disappearance. Agatha Christie is the world’s best known 
mystery writer. 
In a career spanning 60 years she wrote more than 120 short stories as well as 
plays, poetry and an autobiography. Lynda will also talk about some of her most fa-
mous characters like the retired Belgium detective Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple 
the amateur detective and elderly spinster. She also includes Agatha Christie’s alter 
ego Mary Westmacott. Lynda’s talk will remind us all about many of our favourite 
books. 
Thursday 11th May 2023 :  We all love a walk down memory lane and our speaker 
this month, Jeff Evans will tell the story of 60 years of music on television in this fully 
illustrated talk called Pop on the Box. He will remind us of shows like Six-Five Spe-
cial and Oh Boy and continue through the decades to Juke Box Jury and many more 
that you might have forgotten.  Expect lots of warm memories and more than a few 
surprises.  

Jeff is an acknowledged expert in popular culture and has written numerous books 

about television. He is a man of many talents having appeared on quiz shows and is 

on the Mastermind question setting team. His talk is sure to bring back memories of 

times gone by. 

COVID GUIDELINES 

Mindful of the continuing need for all Members to keep themselves and others safe, and 
protected from Covid-19, your Committee expect and trust that all those wishing to attend 
any General or Group meetings - either in Public buildings (Corn Exchange, Sheldonian, 

Town Hall, etc.) or in Group Leaders’ private homes - will ensure that they are vaccinated to 
the recommended level. This is currently three vaccinations, and in some cases soon to be 

- or already - four jabs, including Boosters. 
 

 However, irrespective of the number of vaccinations received, in the event of feeling un-

well, please do not attend meetings. 
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE  

We have had an interesting Autumn. 
 

Our poster Publicity Campaign fell flat on its face, with very few 
posters being displayed by members! Something we shall not 
try again! However, thank you to those members who did print 
off a poster or two, and display them.  
 

Our Market Stall took place in September.  Unfortunately we 
chose a very windy day, and the display was blown over several 
times. However, a few people showed interest, and we have 
welcomed one or two new members who found out about U3A 
that morning.  
 

A far more successful morning was the Open Morning, formerly 
known as the Freshers’ Fair, held in the Corn Exchange at the 
beginning of October. Most, but not all, groups had set up a dis-
play to let everyone know what they have on offer. Attendance 
was very good, and the hall was bustling for most of the morn-
ing. Existing, and potential, members were able to talk to group 
leaders and committee members, something really important 
since Lockdown, during which time so many things became im-
personalised. Most groups signed up several new members, 
both from amongst recently joined members, and those who 
have been members for some time. It was a very pleasant 
morning with the inevitable teas and coffees, and the chance to 
sit and chat. So, a good morning had by all. If you missed it, the 
chances are there will be another one next year! 
 

The monthly Zoomed Study mornings, which take place in win-
ter only, have remained popular. Newly formed groups such as 
the Lunch group, Ramblers, Opera Group and Beginners Bridge 
continue to flourish. A new Sewing Group has been started and 
is now meeting monthly. We have a very enthusiastic member 
who would like to start a History of Transport Group, something 
about which he knows a lot, having spent most of his working 
life in this field.  
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So what do we now need? 
Our existing language groups remain popular; indeed, so popu-
lar that all are full except for Italian Improvers.  There is a need 
for some new language groups to be started. 
 

We would like someone to come forward who can either serve 
teas each month at the Monthly Speaker meeting, or arrange 
and oversee a rota of people willing to do it. There can be no 
teas after the meeting if there is no-one to serve them. 
 

And another request. It’s not too early to be thinking ahead to 
next April. Several committee members who have served us for 
several years feel it is the right time to ‘retire’, which will of 
course leave some vacancies on the committee to be filled at 
the AGM in April. Please consider offering to fill these positions, 
don’t just leave it to someone else; and I’m sure you’ll find you 
enjoy it more than you expected. Specifically, a new Treasurer 
and Vice Chairman are required. 
 

Lastly, I hope that you will all stay well during the approaching 

winter, and will enjoy the festive season, however you celebrate 

it.  

chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk  

 

COFFEE MORNING 

in the Quaker Meeting House, Lechlade Road 

 FRIDAY 9th DECEMBER from 10.30am. 

As I have no idea how many people might wish to come, please will you 

let me know beforehand (jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk) 

If you have no email, just turn up! 

There will be a nominal charge of £1 

mailto:jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk
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DEADLINE FOR SPRING NEWSLETTER 

Please send news of group activities, articles, photographs, etc 
to the  

Editor: newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

by Wednesday 8thFebruary 2023 

The Spring Newsletter will cover March, April, May 

It will be posted to all members in late February.. 

COMMITTEE VACANCIES 
 

Your u3a NEEDS YOU ! 
Our u3a depends on volunteers – without such people it would 

not exist. 
 

At the next AGM we are needing a Treasurer; a Deputy Chair-
man; Groups Co-ordinator and a Tea Monitor for the monthly 

meetings. 
 

Please contact our Chairman, Jenny Braithwaite at  
jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk if the answer is ‘YES, I’m interested in  

helping.’ 

JANUARY JAPES 
 

Thursday 12
th

 January at 12.15 for a 12.30 start. 
 

Thank you to everyone who expressed an interest in January 
Japes 2023.  There has been an over-subscription of interest and 
therefore a ballot will take place to allocate seats.  There will un-

fortunately be a few members who will be disappointed.   There is 
however, the opportunity to join the Lunch Club on 25th January.  

Please see the listing under Lunch Club under Groups 

mailto:jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk
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FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A COMMITTEE 2022/23 
Jenny  

Braithwaite 
Chairman 

01367 240 929 

chairman@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Rita  
Higazi 

Events and  
Venue Team 

01367 244 494 

ritahigazi@hotmail.com 

Peter  

Robinson 
Events and  

Venue Team 

01367 718 566 

peterrobinsonnew@aol.com 

Neal  
Cotton 

Groups  
Co-ordinator 

01367  252 495 
91gometz@gmail.com 

Ricky 

Cunningham 
IT/Website  
Coordinator 

01367 242 626 

 itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Carol 

Jones 

Membership  
Secretary 

07955 443 529 

membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Sue  

Cain 

Newsletter  

Editor 

07731675729  
newslettereditor@faringdonu3a.org.uk 

Tessa 
Timms 

Programme 
Team/Newsletter 

01367 358 613 

tessaatimms@gmail.com 

Roger 
Wilkins 

Secretary 

  

01793 782 498 
rogatmidfield@aol.com 

Shela  
Rowan 

Speakers  
Coordinator 

01367 243 636 

smr280652@gmail.com 

Nigel  
Wilkinson 

Treasurer 
  

Peter  
Foot 

Thames Valley 
Representative 

01367 358 046 
p.foot47@gmail.com 

Alison  
Thomson 

Vice Chairman/
Publicity 

01367 241 204 

amthomson7691@gmail.com 

Peter  

Hoole 
Co-Opted 

07385 297571   
wolfitha@hotmail.com 

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL 
Don’t forget to renew your subscription  

either on-line from 1st December or use the form enclosed 
with this  

newsletter. 

mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:itcoordinator@faringdonu3a.org.uk
mailto:membershipsecretary@faringdonu3a.org.uk
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Meeting - Thursday 10th September 2022 

 “Winston Churchill’s Toyshop”  

Gordon Rogers 

ACTIVITIES REPORTS 

Our guest speaker today, Gordon 
Rogers, FRICs, FRAS told us at the 
beginning of his talk that he might  
have been somewhat mischievous in 
his earlier years but his wife has 
helped to reign him in.  
Although Gordon’s talk is 
entitled “Winston Church-
ill’s Toyshop” he explained 
that his main interest is in 
astronomy which was cata-
pulted forward on the night 
of 13

th
 June 1994 when, 

through his small Zeiss 
refractor, he witnessed an 
event on the moon when 
an asteroid struck and 
fragmented into three parts.  There 
were three white clouds, each about 
100 miles wide and one had a milk 
chocolate coloured stem issuing from 
a small crater and dissipating into a 
white cloud.  To enhance his hobby 
he has built an Observatory at his 
home in which houses a 16” RCOS 
telescope mounted on a Paramount 
ME Santa Barbara Instrument Group 
ST10XE camera CFW8 Filter wheel 
A07 Adaptive optics unit – in simple 
terms his own Observatory. 
In May 1940 when Churchill became 
Prime Minister he also appointed him-
self Minister of Defence because he 
quickly realised that Government bu-
reaucracy would hold up the develop-
ment of weapons to win the war.  He 
created one department known as 

MD1, with headquarters in The Firs, 
Whitchurch, Buckinghamshire. 
13 years ago Gordon realised that 
the building and land where he 
played as a schoolboy and ‘found’ a 

couple of Blacker bom-
bard anti-tank missiles 
and a box of L-delay fus-
es which, of course, he 
had to test with his ma-
tes, was the house that 
was used by MD1 for 
development and testing 
of various weapons

  
in-

cluding time de-
lay fuses, depth charg-
es and PIAT guns. The 

house, which was known locally as 
"Winston Churchill's Toyshop", ac-
commodated some 250 people at 
this time.  MD1 was under Churchill’s 
direct control via Lord Cherwell and 
over 50 weapons were invented that 
went into service. Unfortunately, as a 
result of the boys’ noisy experimental 
tests they were ‘arrested and bound 
over by the courts’ for dangerous and 
unruly behaviour a number of times. 

Gordon has carried out extensive 
searches at the Nuffield library in 
Oxford reading the papers passing 
between Churchill and Lord Cher-
well.  He identified James Tuck to be 
a very important and valuable mem-
ber of the team; he was a nuclear 
scientist who made a fundamental 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fuse_(explosives)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Depth_charge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Depth_charge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PIAT
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impact in the allied war effort and yet 
the military have sought to erase his 
name from history. 
Another influential contributor to WW2 
was Frederick Alexander Lindemann, 
1st Viscount Cherwell,  he was a Brit-
ish physicist who was the prime sci-
entific adviser to Winston Church-
ill in World War2 . 
Lindemann was a brilliant but arro-
gant intellectual, who quarrelled 
sharply with many respected advis-
ers. His contribution to Allied victory 
lay chiefly in logistics. He was particu-
larly adept at converting data into 
clear charts to promote a strategy. 
But despite his credentials, his judg-
ment about technology was often 
flawed. He tried to block the develop-
ment of radar in favour of infra-
red beams. He discounted the first 
reports of the enemy's V-
weapons programme. He pressed the 
case for the strategic area bombing of 
cities on a false premise about the 
impact of such bombing on civilian 
morale. 
His abiding influence on Churchill 
stemmed from close personal friend-
ship, as a member of the latter's 
country-house set, in-
cluding Evelyn Waugh, 
the Mitfords and 
the Sitwells.  In Church-
ill's second govern-
ment, he was given a 
seat in the cabinet, and 
later created Viscount 
Cherwell of Oxford. It is 
thought he might have 
been Winston Church-
ill’s best friend.   At the 
outbreak of WW2, 
James Tuck was ap-
pointed as the scientific 
advisor to Frederick Alexander Linde-
mann who was on the private staff 

of Winston Churchill.  His research 
included work on shaped charges, 
used in anti-tank weapons. 
 

A variety 
of weap-
ons were 
developed 
and tested 
by MD1 
which in-
cluded 
100lb 

bombs, 151lb anti submarine bombs, 
bombs which floated just below the 
surface of the sea; Stuart Macrae 
and Cecil Clarke cooperated to de-
velop a limpet mine which was at-
tached to enemy 
ships below the 
water line by di-
vers. 
MD1’s develop-
ment also includ-
ed experimenting 
with time delay 
fuses to allow for 
detonation of an 
explosion from 45 
seconds to 28 days. 

The result of not finding 
and retrieving every sin-
gle experimental device 
and unexploded bomb 
on the site of MD1 re-
sulted in life changing 
injuries for David Butler 
who, in 1954 at the age 
of 11 found an unex-
ploded mortar bomb on 
the site of Churchills 
MD1 base which sadly 
blew off both his legs 
and his left hand.  
Sadly, wars still happen 

and bombs still cause death and de-
struction !  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physicist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winston_Churchill
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infra-red
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V-weapons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strategic_bombing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evelyn_Waugh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitford_family
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sitwells
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Alexander_Lindemann
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Alexander_Lindemann
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winston_Churchill
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Meeting - 13th September 2022  

 “Become a Famous Author” 

Martin Lloyd 

If you thought becoming an author 
was easy – you’re wrong.  After 
hearing Martin Lloyd’s entertaining 
talk to us today about his experi-
ence to get his first book pub-
lished, in his words, “it was a no 
holes barred experience”. 
25% of us have had thoughts 
about writing a book or getting a 
book published or becoming a fa-
mous author ?  Martin had wanted 
to be a author since the age of 9 
when he enjoyed writing English 
Composition in school – he en-
joyed choosing the right words to 
explain his thoughts and was told 
he was good at it by his teacher so 
all seemed on track to become a 
famous writer however after a 15 
minute Careers Guidance chat 
when leaving school he decided to 
study Business Studies at College.   
At the age of 38 and some serious 
life changing face-to-face chats 
with himself in the mirror about be-
coming a famous writer, another 
17 years passed until he finally 
decided to acquire the right skills 
and knowledge for the task.   
If you wish to write a book for pub-
lishing Martin advises – you need 
to learn to write differently; you 
have to be objective about creative 
writing and choosing the appropri-
ate words to explain your thoughts 
isn’t easy.  Next he needed a type-

writer to put his thoughts to pa-
per and saved for a manual ma-
chine; when electric typewriters 
were available he bought one of 
those which caused additional 
difficulties when the carriage 
sped to the left almost colliding 
with his coffee cup;  miraculous-
ly saved, the cup was placed 
elsewhere on the desk and – 
yes, you’ve guessed it – when 
the carriage was sent in the op-
posite direction it collided with 
the coffee cup.  Then came the 
machine called a computer 
which made life easier because 
it counts your words – so there 
are benefits. 
There are 125,000 titles pub-
lished in England in 12 months 
and so rejection is part of life;  
Martin’s first rejection was in 
1968 and his most recent was 7 
months ago. 
Martin learned a lot during the 
experience to get his first book 
published;  Did you know that 
most publishing companies, alt-
hough having independent offic-
es and staff, are all owned by 
one corporate giant organisa-
tion. 
 
Steps to publishing : 
• Write the synopsis that is 

to be printed on the back 
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cover about the book and send 
it to an editor.   

• If interest is shown the author 
is asked to send the first 3 
chapters of the book 

• First 3 chapters are sent to 
readers by editor and if read-
ers approve then the editor will 
read it. 

• If the editor is interested then 
he requests a Galley Proof 
from the author which is then 
edited and changed by the edi-
tor. 

• The Galley Proof is then re-
turned to the author with the 
changes. 

• If the author is-
n’t happy with 
the changes – 
tough !  The 
book would not 
proceed without 
the editor’s al-
terations. 

• Dust cover is 
then designed. 

• Book sent to print. 
 
Some more facts :  
• If your book is deemed excep-

tional then a Publishing Com-
pany will pay a book shop for a 
prominent place in their shop. 

• A publisher will pay £10,000 to 
place a book in the front win-
dow of Waterstones.   

• Publishers pay a book shop 
£3,000 for a shelf for the year 
and books are placed on a 
sale or return basis.   

• The author is only paid when a 

book is sold.  Once an 
author’s book has been 
accepted by a publisher 
a contract is signed and 
an advance is paid.  
However when royalties 
start to roll in they are 
offset against the ad-
vance already paid. 

So if you have an idea for a 
book and you’d like to become 
rich and famous and would like 
to publish and have sold out 
shelves or be voted Book of 
the Year – it appears you have 
to be really confident that your 

book will appeal 
to an editor oth-
erwise you 
could be in-
volved in an 
expensive exer-
cise to self pub-
lish – which is 
always an op-
tion. 
Will we now 

look at books in the window of 
Watersons and W.H.Smiths 
with different eyes ? – it’s a 
publisher’s marketing promo-
tion – not what might be a real-
ly good read ! 

 
Martin Lloyd’s Books :  The Histo-
ry of the Passport;  Rue Amelie; 
Hunting the Golden Lion – A cycle 
safari; The Trouble with France; 
Every Picture; TheChinese Trans-
fer;  Searching for Summer; 
Ozean; The Trouble with Spain. 
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Meeting - 10th November 2022  

 “Belonging to Troop 2—Falklands” 

Robbie Burns 

What was the Falklands War? 
On 2 April 1982, Argentina invaded the 
Falkland Islands, a re-
mote UK colony in the 
South Atlantic. 
Argentina said it had 
inherited the islands 
from Spain in the 1800s 
and wanted to reclaim 
sovereignty of them. 
The UK, which had 
ruled the islands for 150 
years, quickly chose to 
fight, leading to a brief 
but bitter war lasting 74 
days. 
In the fighting that followed, 655 Ar-
gentine and 255 British servicemen 
lost their lives, as did three Falkland 
Islanders. 
British forces regained control of the 
Falklands on 14 June 1982. 
We learned in today’s talk about the 
personal experience of Robbie Burns, 
who now lives in Faringdon,  and led a 
troop of combat engineers during the 
campaign in 1982.  
 
Robbie and his then-fiancé Mandy 
were weeks away from getting married 
in the spring of 1982 when news of 
Argentina's invasion of the British de-
pendency in the south Atlantic came 
through. 
Within days the "lively, robust, tough" 
troops under his command from 9 Par-
achute Squadron had joined up with 
the Task Force and embarked on the 
North Sea ferry, the MV Norland. 

On the way to the South Atlantic he 
recalled the growing realisation that 

they "wouldn't be turn-
ing around" and the 
wedding plans were 
put on hold. 
 
Robbie was among 
the first troops landing 
at San Carlos Bay, 
immediately tasked 
with clearing any 
mines and setting up 
an air strip for Harrier 
jets. 

Over the following gruelling weeks, 
he led his troop across the island, 
fighting at Mount Longdon where 
23 British soldiers were killed, and 
they were among the first forces 
into Stanley after the Argentine sur-
render. 
We thought it could be very difficult 
- I don't think we ever thought we 
were going to lose. We were in a 
situation where we didn't know 
where the enemy were, in bad 
weather, across rough moorland 
and with mines anywhere.  You're 
asking young blokes aged 19 or 20 
asked to do extraordinary things - 
its incredible. 
 
On the 2nd May 1982 the Argentine 
cruiser GENERAL BELGRANO 
sunk after being torpedoed by the 
British submarine HMS CON-
QUEROR. 368 sailors died. 
At the height of the war on 4th May 
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the HMS Sheffield was hit by a missile 
killing 20 and injuring 24.  Sheffield 
was the first of four other British war-
ship in 37 years to be lost. 

While Robbie lost friends at the battle 
for Goose Green, the only member of 
his troop to lose his life was Cpl Scott 
Wilson who he described as "an ex-
ceptional soldier and hugely liked".  He 
was a key man in the troop - to lose 
him was an absolute tragedy.  On his 
return to the UK, Robbie finally mar-
ried his Mandy and was then posted to 
Germany to occupy him; he admits he 
"parked" his memoires of the conflict 
until he began talking to former col-
leagues and their family members to 
write a book 
of their ex-
periences. 

The book 
documents 
his memo-
ries and 
those of 
former col-
leagues and 
their fami-
lies, some 
talking for 
the first time about the conflict.  
Speaking to former colleagues while 
writing – Belonging to 2 Troop - was 
"cathartic".  Whilst writing he learnt 
more about the wives and how they 

coped - it was a really challenging 
time. It makes you realise the re-
sponsibility you have to your troops 
- you have their lives in your hands. 
 
As a 21-year-old fiancé of a captain 
in the British Army who had just 
sailed to war, Mandy Burns said 
her memories of the time were of 
"just getting on with it". 
She remembers keeping herself 
very busy decorating the flat; she 
was working full time and just kept 
focusing on general life and just 
listening to the news to find out 
what was happening. 
 
The book was the first time Robbie 
spoke about the war - emotionally 
he found it difficult to talk about 
when he was back, occasionally he 
would give a snippet of information.  
When she proof-read the first draft 
of the book, she just cried. 
 
Robbie didn't reflect and never re-
ally got emotional about it - maybe 
it’s the way blokes deal with this.  

Some of 
the 
toughest 
guys are 
still af-
fected 
and 
need 
some 
help - he 
didn't 
realise 
that 
would 

be the case.  In a troop everyone 
looks after everyone else - there is 
an unwritten loyalty disguised as 
humour and banter, but the loyalty 
is phenomenally strong. 
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FLASH STORY COMPETITION 
 

(A Flash story is something shorter than a Short story!) 

 

Something we have not done before! 

Something for all you budding writers. 

 

If you would like to enter, please submit your story, which should 

be between 500-1500 words and should be  

sent via email either as a pdf or Word attachment. 

 Please submit your entry during December and before  

20
th

 December.  

 

The winner will be announced at the New Year Lunch in  

January. 

 

All entries to Jenny:   jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk 

MEMBERS NEWS 
 
We welcome the following new members— 
 
From Faringdon :  Rosemary Anderson, Gerald Bohm, Maggie 
Bohm, Christine Buckland, David Buckland, Carol Cameron, Al 
Cane, David Emett, Dawn Emmett, Andrew Gathercole, Elaine 
Gathercole, Gail Gyngell, Pam Hay, Neale Hollingsworth, Sarah 
Hollingsworth, Janet Jones, Emily Smith, Jane Smith, Susan 
Turner. 
 
From Highworth : Robin Glegg. 

From Kingston Bagpuise :   Isobel Stuart-Gordon 

From Shrivenham : Rita Cox 

From Stanford-in-the-Vale :  Seija Wentworth 

From Wantage : Yvonne Constance 

 
We are sad to notify you of the death of  Dr. John Clements 
from Shrivenham 
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FARINGDON  GROUPS 

Accessible Ukuleles Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240 929 

Art Sally Bull 07808 136 919 

Ashmolean Shela Rowan 01367 243 636 

Books Kay Chamberlain 01367 242 647 

Bridge Beginners Jill Ridley 07464 626 188 

Bridge - intermediate/adv. Steve Braithwaite 07740 306 055 

Cryptic Crosswords Peter Smith 01367 241 241 

Current Affairs Sheila Giles 01367 870 265 

Embroidery Suellen Pedley 01367 710 680 

Family History  T B A  

Folk Dancing Val Hudspeth 01367 241 035 

French Conversation Francoise Stacey 01367 241 813 

French Advanced Carolyn Williams 01367 241 208 

Gardeners Christina Field 01367 241 265 

History Mike Iremonger 01367 241 361 

History of Art Sue Thrower 01367 240 848 

Italian Improvers Marion Turner 01793 710 302 

Jazz Patrick Wheare 01367 241 927 

Lunch Group Tessa Timms 01367 358 613 

Military history Bjorn Watson 01793 782 748 

Opera Tessa Timms 01367 358 613 

Photography Anthony Burdall 01367 240 713 

Play Reading Mary Love 01367 710 754 

Poetry Dave Dalton 01367 241 874 

Quiz Sylvia Bowley 01367 241 296 

Ramblers Mike Griffiths 01367 242 714 

Recorder Consort  Peter Smith 01367 241 241 

Science & Technology Ron Colyer 01793 782 363 

Scrabble Dusty Miller 07780 210 543 

Scrapbooking Sue Horton 07990 010 051 

Sewing Tessa Timms 01367 358 613 

Social History Walks Stewart Smith 01793 710800  

Spanish Intermediate Carolyn Taylor 01367 242 490 

Transport History Colin Hamling See News in Groups 

Wine Appreciation Peter Robinson 01367 718 566 

Zoomed Study Mornings Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240 929 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Notes for Members 

If you have any questions about groups contact the Groups Co-
ordinator Neal Cotton Tel 01367 252 495 or email: 
91gometz@gmail.com  

Not all groups submit a news item for each Newsletter - a full list of 
groups is provided on the previous page. 

Groups are open to all U3A members but you should check with the 
Group Leader beforehand about the level of the Group and that it has 
room for new members.  All U3A members are encouraged to start 
new interest groups, but before taking the matter too far please 
contact the Groups Co-ordinator to discuss the idea and for a copy of 
“Guidelines for Interest Groups”, and to check the proposed meeting 
day(s) and time(s). 

ACCESSIBLE UKULELES 

We are a very relaxed group of various levels and abilities, and wel-
come anyone who can play, even just a little. We meet on Tuesday 
mornings at 10.30am in the garden of 19 Coxwell Road. 

In winter we migrate to the Quaker Meeting House, but we did man-
age to stay outdoors until the middle of November last year.  Enquir-
ies: Jenny on 01367 240929. 

Subject to demand, we shall hold a Beginners Workshop later in the 

year, so please let me know if you might be interested 

Please ring Jenny on 01367 240 929  
or email: jennyridd@yahoo.co.uk 

ART 

The Art group resumes on the second Thursday of January 2023. The 
dates for January, February and March are as follows 
 
January 12th and 26th 
February 9th and 23rd 
March 9th and 23rd 
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Most sessions will be on Zoom during the winter and run from 10am 
to 12noon. 
We have recently covered many aspects and techniques of painting in 
various media including watercolour, acrylics, charcoal, and pastels 
under Felicity’s guidance and encouragement. All levels of ability are 
welcome. Any questions, please contact: 

Sally Bull - sally.bull@talktalk.net 07808 136 919 

ASHMOLEAN  

The Ashmolean visits this autumn have been enjoyed by many mem-
bers and we have learnt about The Egyptians and visited the Pre-
Raphaelite Gallery and viewed the Burgess Bookcase and William 
Morris Wardrobe. 
On Thursday 1st December we will have a talk by Jude Barrett enti-
tled, ‘The Mediterranean, its importance to travel , trade and influence 
in the Ancient World’. 
The topic for future visits is still to be decided as there are fewer 
guides since the pandemic and so it’s not as easy to plan as far 
ahead as in previous years. 
The visits always take place on the first Thursday in the month. The 
meeting starts with the group gathering at 10.50 for 11am start in the 
Greek & Roman Sculpture Gallery of the Ashmolean, immediately to 
the left as you go in through the main entrance to the museum.  Each 
meeting lasts for one hour. There is a non-returnable fee of £8 per 
person attending, which is required at least a week before each visit. 
If for any reason members are unable to attend there will be no refund 
as we notify the museum in advance of our group numbers. 
There is no limit to the number of members in this group as if the 
number for a particular visit is high then there is a facility to offer two 
groups. This would be on the same day. New members are always 
welcome to attend and should email me for payment details.  Mem-
bers usually travel to Oxford by bus.    Email for further details:   
Shela Rowan smr280652@gmail.com or 01367 243 636 

BEGINNER’S BRIDGE 

The beginner's classes are now well under way and well attended. As 
we are now so far into the schedule it would not work to take on any 
more people at this stage, unless you are already a bridge player and 
are just in need of a refresher.  

mailto:smr280652@gmail.com
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Dates for Winter are:  January 9th & 23rd,  February 6th & 
20th,  March 6th & 20th : 10-12am @ Faringdon Catholic Church Hall. 
 

For further information please contact Jill Ridley 07464 626188 : jill-
ridley.22@hotmail.com or Kim Townsend 07765 460174 : Kim-
ma_a@tiscali.co.uk 

BRIDGE :  INTERMEDIATE AND EXPERIENCED 
  
All Intermediate and Experienced lessons take place in Faringdon 
Catholic Church Hall (rear entrance from Portway behind Southamp-
ton Street car park) from 9.50am to 12 noon. 
  
There will be no lessons in December. Members have been notified of 
the Christmas Party on December 15th. 
  
Intermediate  : The Monday lesson is repeated on Wednesday, so 
you can decide which day to attend.  
  Mon Jan 16th :  Wed Jan 18th 
 Mon Feb 13th :  Wed Feb 15th 
  
Experienced : Wed Jan 25th  :   Wed Feb 22nd 
  
For further details contact Steve Braithwaite on:    
steve.bridge1@gmail.com or 077 40 30 60 55 
 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 

The Cryptic Crossword Group usually meets on the third Friday 
of the month in Faringdon starting at 2.00pm. Sessions are about 
two hours long and include a break for refreshments. 
The focus of the meetings is a game involving the competitive solving 
of a cryptic crossword of ‘The Times’ or ‘Observer’ standard. We also 
run a monthly clue-writing competition, discuss matters of interest to 
cruciverbalists that have caught our eye during the month and occa-
sionally compile our own crosswords. 
If you would like to know more, contact the group leader, Peter Smith 
(01367 241 241 or  pdes_smith@hotmail.com). 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 
 

We welcome new members to our group which meets on the 2nd 
Thursday of the month at 10.30am.  The group discusses subjects/
topics which are “current” both in the UK and globally.  We have a 
core group of approximately 8-10 members and would welcome any-
one who maybe interested in joining us.   For more information con-
tact: 

Sheila Giles (01367 870 265 or Sheila@tjg00.plus.com).  

EMBROIDERY 

The group are slowly building up numbers after the effects of the 
Covid lockdown.  Anyone who wants to continue embroidering with a 
group of like minded people or wants to learn the techniques of this 
age old art form are very welcome.  Meetings are on the second 
Tuesday of each month from 2.00 pm until 4.00.pm. 
For further details contact Suellen Pedley at suellenpedley@aol.com 
or phone 01367 710 680 

FOLK DANCING  

We are now a thriving group and thanks to the recent Open Day we 
have more members. That is not to say that we are over subscribed.  
If your New Year resolution is to take more gentle exercise, do join us! 
  
We meet on the first Thursday of every month at the Catholic Church 
Hall, starting at 2.30 p.m. 
  
Dates as follows:  December 1st;  January 5th;   
February 2nd;  March 2nd. 
  
We look forward to seeing you. A warm welcome awaits. 
Contact: Val Hudspeth (01367 241 035 or valhud@gmx.com). 

GARDENERS  

Thursday, 15th December, 2022:  Meet other members of the Group 
to wish them the compliments of the Season with one of our famous 
quizzes, commencing at 2.30pm in the Jubilee Room, The Pump 
House, Faringdon. Please bring a little refreshment to share. There 
will be a small charge to cover the cost of the hire of the room. 
Thursday ,19th January, 2023 :  Planning meeting where we decide 
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what events to plan for the coming year.  Please bring some ideas for 
future meetings and a little refreshment to share.  Venue: The Jubilee 
Room,  The Pump House, Faringdon, commencing  at 2.30pm. There 
will be a small charge to cover the cost of the hire of the room. 
 
Thursday 16th February, 2023 :  Details of meeting and venue will be 
decided at the January Meeting 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION contact Christina Field on 01367 241 
265 or christinafield04@aol.com 
 

HISTORY OF ART 

 
We are now meeting again in the Old Town Hall on the third Thursday 
of the month at 2.30pm. The dates are as follows: 
 
Thursday15th December will be a Christmas Social.   
Thursday 19th January there will be a talk on " The Essex Boys" - 
The Great Bardfield Group of Graphic Designers and Ilustrators who 
worked from the 1930's onward, and finally on Thursday 16th Febru-
ary there will be a presentation on "The Dutch Golden Age ". 
 
New members are always welcome. Please contact Sue Thrower on 
01367 240 848 or smthrower@tiscali.co.uk for more information.  
 

ITALIAN IMPROVERS 

We are of a level something above beginners and trying to improve. 
We meet on roughly alternate Wednesdays at 10am.  Please phone 
Marion Turner on 01793 710 302 if you are interested in coming. 
 

JAZZ 

On Monday December 12 at 11am we’ll be holding our annual 
Christmas Party in the Old Town Hall, when we shall also be deciding 
whether to continue meeting there or return to the Library. Full details 
of the Christmas do were given at our November meeting. If you were 
not there but would like to come to the party (£4 a head, partners, 
wives etc welcome) please email me for details. 
We normally meet on the second Monday of every month from 10.30 
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 till about noon and try to cover all aspects of jazz from its early days 
until the present. We have a break in the middle with tea/coffee and 
lemon drizzle cake.  We charge £1 a meeting to cover that and also to 
pay for the occasional visiting speaker. If you’re interested email or 
ring me. 
Patrick Wheare : 01367 241 927 or patandeve@wheare.me.   
 

LUNCH CLUB 
 
We are now a group of 40 members, but still open to others.  If more 
than 20 are the normal monthly numbers who attend a lunch date we 
may split the Club in half but currently we average 20 each month and 
restaurants can manage with pre-booking our meals.  Our Christmas 
lunch is fully subscribed but from January we welcome one and all.  
 
We meet at a different restaurant each month on the third Wednesday 
although due to January Japes being on 12th January we have decid-
ed to move our lunch club date to 25th January.  February’s lunch is 
15th and March 15th.  Please contact Tessa Timms on 01367 358 613 
for further details.  tessaatimms@gmail.com  

 

MILITARY HISTORY 

The Military History Group normally meets on the first Thursday of the 
month and we consider an eclectic range of topics. Of necessity our 
meetings have been on Zoom over the lockdown but we will be re-
turning to face-to-face meetings in next month 
 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 1st December at 10.30am back 
at Walnut Tree Cottage, 9A Stainswick Lane, Shrivenham SN6 8DU  
when Robbie Burns will be talking about the Falklands War. Robbie 
was a veteran of the war and has published a memoir of his experi-
ences called “Belonging to Troop 2”.  

 
Our meetings will then resume on January 5th when Alison will be 
talking about the History of the Royal Navy.  
 
If you wish to join us, please contact Bjorn Watson at bjornwat-
son@btinternet.com to be included in the Zoom meeting or  
on 01793 782 748. 

 

mailto:patandeve@wheare.me
mailto:tessaatimms@gmail.com
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OPERA GROUP  
 

The Opera Group has been resuscitated and we are meeting in The 
Old Town Hall on the third Monday of every month.  Group members 
are selecting a different Opera each month which is shown ‘On The 
Big Screen’ by DVD.  We each bring a plate of snacks to share and  
break mid-evening to socialise with a glass of your own choosing.  
The evening starts at 5pm and finishes around 9pm depending on the 
length of the opera.  All are welcome.  Please contact Tessa Timms 
01367 358613 or tessaatimms@gmail.com for further details.   
Dates for Viewings : December 19th; January 16th; February 20th; 
March 20th. 

PLAY READING 

We meet on a Wednesday about once a month to read through a 
play. No acting required! We would welcome new members. If you are 
interested please contact Mary Love on  01367 710 754 or 
maryvivienlove@yahoo.com  

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Learning more about photography to produce better images 

The October meeting was a briefing meeting for ‘Night Photography 
Month’ where we shall be undertaking various expeditions for alterna-
tive forms of night photography; over the coming weeks these will 
include White Horse Hill for night sky & milky way, Oxford City, 
Gloucester Docks, Bourton-on-the-Water and Lechlade. 
 
The December meeting will be a Christmas Photographic Expedition 
to either Oxford Botanic Garden Christmas Fair, or Oxford Covered 
Market ‘Christmas goodies’ or  Dyrham House ‘Country House Christ-
mas’. For January we will have a Photographic Expedition: Museums 
of Oxford (Ashmolean, Natural History, Science)  ‘Historic Oxford’ 
followed in February by a photo review plus talk by group member 
‘Capturing the emotion of the scene’. 
 
If you are interested in photography and would like to join the group 
discussions, please do get in touch. 
 
The Group normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 

mailto:tessaatimms@gmail.com
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2.30pm at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon; 
Tel: 01367 240 713; Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net ).   

 
QUIZ IN THE OLD TOWN HALL  

 
Do you like to find out all sorts of interesting facts and maybe tell us 
some more.  Our quizzes are very varied (different quizmasters) and 
we try not to have too many about celebrities !  Small charge to cover 
rental and refreshments.  The next date will be Friday December 2nd 
and then from the new year we are reverting to the Second Friday in 
the month and so will be 13th January; 10th February and 10th 
March.   
Contact Sylvia Bowley for details 01367 241296 or email sylken-
bow@talktalk.net. 

RECORDER CONSORT 

The Recorder Consort usually meets on the fourth Thursday of the 
month in Faringdon starting at 2.00pm. Sessions are about two hours 
long and include a break for refreshments. 
The Consort - which started in 2013 - plays interesting music in a 
relaxed and friendly atmosphere in instruments ranging from soprani-
no to bass, which allows access to a wide range of music.  
If you’d like to know more, contact the group leader, Peter Smith : 
01367 241 241 or pdes_smith@hotmail.com 
 

POETRY 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Pump House Pro-
ject for hosting us while the Library was closed and for the chance to 
meet Sarah who made us so welcome.  For 2023 we will meet in the 
Library again : 10.30 every First Monday in the Month. 
 
Themes are January - Thoughts on life. February - Sport. March - 
Trees.    Please contact Dave Dalton for further details 
at sullatoberdalton@gmail.com : 01367 241 874 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

Tuesday 6th December - Talk by Robin Clegg entitled "Out of Africa- 
The Recent Emergence of Homo Sapiens". 

mailto:anthony.burdall@burdall.net
mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
mailto:sylkenbow@talktalk.net
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January - No meeting 
 
Tuesday 7th February - Talk by Ron Colyer entitled "A Brief History of 
Electric Cars". 
 
Further details can be obtained from Ron Colyer on 01793 782 363  

Email: roncolyersandt@gmail.com or from the website. 

SCRABBLE 

Social Scrabble (very social Scrabble!) is now held every Tuesday 
morning from 9.30am until +/-11.30am at the Pump House Project 
Cake Cafe in Swan Lane, Faringdon, opposite the Royal Mail depot. 

No entry fee or other charges other than an optional £1 for a large hot 
drink and another £1, if you are peckish, for delicious home-baked 
cakes, scones, biscuits etc. Good company, nice refreshments and 
fun games suitable for most levels of skill. 

Further details from Dusty  Miller 01367 240 397 or 07780 210 543 

SCRAPBOOKING  

At our November session we were pleased to welcome two new mem-
bers and Margaret very ably demonstrated how to make a scrapbook 
from a child’s board book (recycled from a charity shop).  It was lovely 
to try something new and different. 
We meet once a month on the first Tuesday at the Memorial Hall in 

Shrivenham and our next three sessions will be on 6th December; 3rd 

January & 7th February.   Please feel free to visit or contact Sue Hor-

ton on 07990 010 051 or alice_maud@yahoo.com 

SEWING 

We are a new group of members with various levels of ability.  Would 
appreciate a really skilled seamstress for help but everyone welcome.  
We are meeting on the first Tuesday of each month at 2pm.  Contact 
Tessa Timms at tessaatimms@gmail.com  or 01367 358 613. 

SOCIAL HISTORY WALKS 

This new group will meet on the third Thursday of the month from 
March-October.  The local walks involve events in history, interesting 

mailto:roncolyersandt@gmail.com
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stories about the villages and the people.  Next year we will visit Bish-
opstone, Wanborough (Upper and Lower), Stanford in the Vale, 
Bampton, Minster Lovell, Burford and Childrey.  The walks will take 
about 90 minutes on mainly level ground, and generally end with cof-
fee!  More details will be available in the new year.  If you would like 
your name added to the mailing list please let us know. 
Stewart and Margaret Smith : mbsmith5@hotmail.co.uk : 01793 
710800. 

SPANISH - INTERMEDIATE 

The Spanish group is delighted to be able to meet again face to face 
in each other’s houses. We meet every Tuesday afternoon but the 
group is in fact at maximum numbers for the moment. However, if 
anyone wishes to start a new/beginners Spanish Group we have quite 
a few resources belonging to the U3A: books, DVDs etc., which could 
be used. Please contact Carolyn Taylor if this would be of interest.  
carolyn.taylor2@tiscali.co.uk or 01367 242 490  

TRANSPORT HISTORY 

I have had a lifetime interest in public transport history, whether rail, 
tram, or bus, and wonder whether there might be a following in U3A 
for a regular meeting of like-minded individuals?  

Obviously, there is an existing "draw" with Steam at Swindon and the 
Great Western Society at Didcot, but it’s a very wide area of study, 
and I would be interested to find out how many members would at-
tend either winter talks or summer visits – and whether we have bud-
ding presenters amongst us who could contribute pet subjects.  

At this stage, it's just a general enquiry to see the extent of interest. 

If you are interested, please get in touch with Colin Hamling :  

chtrainmaster22@gmail.com 

WALKERS 

Any lapsed or potentially new members of the Ramblers’ Groups in-
terested in joining a new, medium-level Walkers’ Group are invited to 
contact Mike Griffiths—01367 242 714 or Michael@ukfsn.org to 
discuss options. 
 

mailto:chtrainmaster22@gmail.com
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WINE APPRECIATION GROUP 

 
Food and Wine Match II, 18 October 
Our in-house chefs Peter Robinson and Ricky 
Cunningham did us proud for the latest tasting 
where they gave us half a dozen distinctive dish-
es against which we could taste three white and 
three red wines. The Cellar Team was delighted 
to get follow-up messages like these two: 

• “Many thanks for an excellent tasting and food today. The team 
provided a brilliant meal and wines to go with it. What stars you all 
are!” 
 
“The food was brilliant - skilfully prepared and beautifully served. It 

was all delicious. If the aim was to offer food that is tricky to match 
with wine, you certainly succeeded! The wine was excellent - 
standouts were the Greek white, the Valpolicella Ripasso and the 
Pedro Ximenes.”  

 
December 9 Festive Lunch in the Corn Exchange, 1230 for 1300. (All 
tickets have been pre-sold.) 
 
2023 meetings 
Tuesday 21 February Recent Discoveries – half a dozen mem-

bers will regale us with wines that have 
impressed them recently. 

Tuesday 18 April Guest speaker 
Tuesday 20 June Vineyard visit 
Tuesday 17 October TBA 
Tuesday 12 December Festive Lunch 
 
New members 
The Wine Appreciation Group is an unstuffy collection of people who 
want to learn about and compare wines that will help us choose the 
best – whether for a daily glass, a dinner party or what to choose 
when eating out. We aim to meet every two months in Faringdon or 
nearby. All u3a members are welcome and there’s no annual sub-
scription, just a charge for each event you come to. More details on 
our u3a web page.  https://faringdondistrictu3a.com 
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THAMES VALLEY NETWORK  
NEWS  

 
The Thames Valley Network of the u3a continues to provide study 
events in addition to what Faringdon u3a has on offer in its monthly 
meetings and within the groups.  Your TVN Representative will let 
you know of every event which is available as soon as it is adver-
tised.   
For all bookings, please use the link to the TVN Events page: http://
u3atvnetwork.org.uk/?page_id=44.  You will all be most welcome. 
 
There is usually a small charge of around £1 or £2.  If you wish to be 
on the mailing list for this, please contact p.foot47@gmail.com. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR RENEWING YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION 2023 

 
For our u3a purposes, your renewal and payment must be received 
before the end of January 2023, or your u3a membership will lapse and 
you will not be eligible to attend General Meetings or to participate in 
any Interest Groups. 
  
This year we will again be using our Beacon Administration system to 
do self-renewals.  This proved a great success last year with over 300 
members using it. This is a quick & streamlined process for you as 
well as saving the Membership Secretary a lot of work.  You will be 
able to pay your renewal subscription either by credit/debit card or by 
using PayPal if you already have an account with them.  After you 
have paid, your renewal will be automatically processed by the Beacon 
system, and you will immediately receive an email with your member-
ship card attached.  We hope this will also appeal to people who cur-
rently don’t do internet banking. We will send out an email on the 1st 
of December providing more detail, and the details will also be on the 
‘Contacts & Membership’ page of our website. 
  
Don’t worry if you prefer not to pay online you can use the Subscrip-
tion Renewal Form enclosed with this Newsletter, which you can com-
plete and return with a cheque.  But if possible we would much prefer 
you to use our Beacon self-service facility and not use this form. 
  
We are pleased to say that the subscription fee for the year 2023 will 
remain the same as last year:  
 
Single membership £12, Joint membership £18. 

http://u3atvnetwork.org.uk/?page_id=44
http://u3atvnetwork.org.uk/?page_id=44
mailto:p.foot47@gmail.com
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We wish you all a Very Merry  
Christmas and a Happy 2023  

Front and back cover photos courtesy of  Photographic Group 


