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Charity Number 1116311 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2022 held on Thursday 14th April 

 at 2.30pm at FARINGDON CORN EXCHANGE 
 

 (Throughout these minutes (P) indicates proposer and (S) indicates seconder) 
 

The Chair declared the meeting open and quorate with in excess of 55 members in attendance 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Jane Telfer, Joan Hurst, Peter Foot, Wendy Rayner, Geoff Rayner, 
Julia Burn, CJ Mackarness, Richard Watts, Sheelagh Watts. 
 

2. Minutes of AGM 2021 
The minutes have been available on the web for members to review.  
The minutes were accepted as an accurate record of the meeting (P) Member from floor (S) 
Member from floor and agreed nem con. 
 

3. MATTERS ARISING 
There were no matters arising 
 

4. Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman’s report appeared in the Spring Newsletter and has been on the website for 
several weeks. 
 
This report covers the period between the AGMs in Summer 2021 and Spring 2022. 
The AGM for the period April 2020 to July 2021 was once again completed online, with a 
postal option and took place within the permitted time of 15 months between AGMs. The 
Annual Report was completed and posted online as well as a draft copy published in the 
Spring Newsletter. The Accounts were audited, signed off by the Committee and the 
Annual Return sent to the Charities Commission, fulfilling our Constitutional obligations. 
The online voting was finalised and the results were published both on our website and in 
the Summer Newsletter. We are extremely grateful to Ricky, Liz and Roger for doing all the 
organisation and administration to make it happen especially as we had not, at that time, 
returned to the Corn Exchange.  There were no new appointments during the year and the 
Committee remained the same. Thank you to everybody who voted. 

Since last year’s AGM, there have been two changes to the Committee. Shela has been 
joined by Tessa Timms in Programme Planning, and Tessa is also bravely standing up to take 
over from Geoff as the Newsletter editor. Liz Cunningham has decided to stand down as 
Membership Secretary and we welcome Carol Jones, who has been shadowing Liz and like 
Tessa will be voted in at the AGM. There have been no further nominations for these roles 
and I am extremely grateful to both Tessa and Carol for their enthusiasm and willingness to 
become part of the team and am sure they will enjoy their time working with all the 
members of the Committee when duly elected. We also welcomed two new group leaders 
this year and many thanks go to David Dalton who now leads the Poetry group and to Dusty 
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Miller for taking over leadership of the Scrabble group. As always, details can be found 
either on the website or in the News from the Groups section in the Newsletter. 
To begin with this year, we stayed in the safety of our own homes and used Zoom for our 
meetings. In June we welcomed back Dr David Jones talking about earthworms and in July, 
Sarah Somerville spoke about her work at Shaw House, near Newbury. We were all very 
disappointed that the Summer Lunch had to be cancelled again, but with high levels of 
infection in the area it was deemed prudent to wait awhile. By September many U3A 
members had been called forward for their boosters, and it was splendid to get back to the 
Corn Exchange in person for a ‘hybrid’ meeting, proving just how important our meetings 
are when it is safe to hold them face to face. Following a practice session where we tested 
out the technology, our speaker, Alison Mees, spoke passionately, via a Zoom link, of her 
time in Africa, following her dream, and how photography enhanced her work in 
conservation. We were pleased that the IT worked well and her talk was relayed to 
members at home and in the Corn Exchange. The technical gremlins hit us in October and 
David Allen’s talk could not be shown on our screen, so we gathered round the U3A laptop 
and listened, spell-bound, to the gruesome story of the Murder of Mrs Julia Martha 
Thomas, not really bothered by the technical difficulties, we were hooked. We were able to 
hold our Open Day in October, and were pleased to welcome a steady trickle of visitors. 
Thanks to Neal for organising this very successful morning. November saw us welcoming 
our first ‘live’ speaker, Polly Vacher, who delighted us with the adventure of the 
Donkeython, and how her two donkeys, Muffin and Wizard managed the 227 mile trip from 
Oxfordshire to North Wales. In December Andy Smith talked to us about Wartime and 
Romance with examples taken from his own family history. In January we were so pleased 
to welcome back Jenny Mallin with more of her tales from India. Sadly, no January Japes. 
‘Omichron’ virus had emerged over the winter and yet again we were dealing with the 
unknown. We kept our fingers crossed that Richard Ovenden’s Burning the Books talk in 
February would be the last on Zoom, and that with caution, we could go forward.  We were 
all delighted that ‘March Merriment’ took place for this year and that we were able to meet 
face to face, enjoy a fabulous lunch and carry on during the afternoon with our speaker, 
Colin Stevenson from Crocodiles of the World at Brize Norton. We were delighted by his 
account of the ongoing breeding and conservation programme which is so important.  
I reported last year that the Committee had decided to buy into the Third Age Trust 
administration system called Beacon. It is now up and running and has been particularly 
helpful; to Ricky and Liz as they processed our renewals and, in time, to group leaders for 
organising group information. Training was provided for group leaders, and I am grateful to 
Neal and Ricky for getting this organised. I think for those attending, it was a very 
worthwhile exercise. Thank you to everybody who navigated their way through it and 
renewed their membership using our new system. 
Unfortunately, this year we were unable to meet face to face so instead of thanking our 
Group Leaders and new members at our June coffee morning, I am doing it now. A big 
thank you to the group leaders who have been able to keep their groups active and I know 
that many groups who have found this lockdown difficult have remained hopeful that U3A 
will be able to resume normal meetings once Covid has been controlled. My thanks also go 
to the new members who, despite all the difficulties have decided to give U3A a 
try…welcome!  
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Our interest groups now number 41 with a wide range of activities being pursued. 
The Book Group is a new group meeting on 3rd Tuesday of each month contact Kay 
Chamberlain. 
Play Reading Group needs more members, contact Mary Love 
We are all in this together. We were all saddened by the passing of Mairead Boyce, who 
was a loyal and hard working u3a member and group leader, and to all those members we 
have lost this year, you remain in our thoughts and thank you for your contributions to our 
groups. 
In this very difficult year, my personal thanks go to the Committee whose support is 
invaluable. Everyone has their own part to play but will also step up to the mark when it is 
needed. I must thank the Newsletter Editor, Geoff, who for the last 4 years has produced an 
informative and interesting publication. He is always on the lookout for photographs for the 
front cover of the Newsletter, so if you can help please feel free to send them on now to 
Tessa.  I am sure she will bring a new approach to the publication and we all wish her well. 
After a one-year extension, when both Nigel and I continued in our roles on the Committee, 
I really have now reached my ‘sell by’ date and must stand down. We have been asking for 
volunteers for two years now and no one has taken up the call until now.  It is vital that the 
Committee has a Chairman and Treasurer, and someone who knows about Faringdon and 
the U3A would be perfect. Jenny Braithwaite has answered the call and we will be voting 
her in shortly with our grateful thanks.  
Whoever steps up to the challenge of the Chairman’s seat in the future, I can assure you an 
interesting and enjoyable three years and I wish my successors a happy and successful time. 
 
5. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Copy of the 2021 Accounts has been on the website for several weeks. 
Expenditure was greater than income  and the balance is down by £2000 partly due to reduction 
in membership. 
Expenses saved because of less copies of newsletter and meeting expenses were less. 
Increased expenditure for update of  ZOOM application to accommodate 100 attendees which 
was more expensive than using Corn Exchange. 
Over last 10 years a reserve has built up and last year was a ‘rainy day’ year. 
The report was accepted as an accurate statement of the accounts  nem con. 
 

6. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
As the Chairman  was standing down it was necessary to elect a new Chairman. 
There were 2 other vacancies, for Membership Secretary and Newsletter Editor. 
There was one Nomination for Jenny Braithwaite for position of Chairman  
(P) Roger Wilkins (S)Margaret Brown.  
The meeting approved the appointment nem con. 
There was one nomination for Carol Jones for the position of Membership Secretary 
The meeting approved the appointment nem con. 
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There was one nomination for Tessa Timms for position of Newsletter Editor 
The meeting approved the appointment nem con. 
The other members of the committee had agreed to continue. 
 
 

7. APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINER OF ACOUNTS 
The meeting was reminded that in accordance with the constitution it is necessary each year to 
reappoint the examiner of accounts. It was proposed that Mike Bathe continue in this capacity 
 (P) Nigel Wilkinson (S) Margaret Brown  
The meeting approved the appointment nem con. 
Nigel Wilkinson thanked Mike for his continued support. 
 
 

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
There were no other business points  
 
On behalf of the membership Alison Thomson presented Margaret Brown the retiring chairman 
with an assortment of plants and flowers and thanked her for her dedication and leadership of 
the association over a difficult and extended period in office. 
 
The Chairman thanked everyone for coming and the meeting closed at 15:06 


